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PREFACE. 


viilunble  to  the  professor  of  the  law,  on  the 
judicial  institution?  of  the  nncicnt  Normans, 
in  which  some  nf  our  own  seem  to  have 
oripinatctt — if,  howi'ver,  they  wore  not  Ivoth 
derived  from  the  bajiK-  German  source  and 
existing  contemporaneously  in  Nonnandy 
and  in  EngUnd,  anterior  to  the  Conquest. 
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CHAPTER  I. 
INTRODUCTOBT. 


Normaa<lj  in  gcDonl— The  tncient  Nornwn*  of  Oermui  eitrsc- 
ttoo — Affinity  of  the  Chtncter  of  the  modern  Normans  tothM 
of  the  Qennuii — Nomuidy  the  richeit  ProTince  of  Fraoce  in 
Natural  Prodactioiu  —  Sketch  of  the  History  of  the  Normaiu 
awl  of  NoiwaDd]! — loBaence  of  the  Oenoanlc  principle. 

Fob  four  yeara— I  have  ofteo  been  obliged  to  cal- 
culate, in  order  to  convince  myself  that  it  wai  only 
four  years,  and  not  thrice  as  many — I  had  not  aeea 
my  native  country  :  fate,  chance,  my  good  or  my  UI 
luck,  had  confined  me  in  the  ca^tal  of  France.  How 
different  did  every  thing  there  appear  to  me !  Both 
Nature  and  people  continued  to  be  straoge,  strongly 
u  they  interested  me,  and  desirous  as  I  was  to  fami- 
liarize myself  with  them.  I  heard  what  they  said,  I 
imderstood  the  wordS)  but  their  essence  was  foreign 
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to  me.  Wfi«n  I  fouiKl  myself  uo  unoomforlablt;  in 
the  greoi  cii>-,  I  flnl  from  it,  to  etM  my  tH^rt  amidst 
llic  ««n<Ty  of  free  Nnturc-.  But  Nsturc  aiwuy* 
•Mined  a^s  cold  and  as  calcubting  as  the  pf<»ple, 
•nd  I  suspected  n  reaction  bctwcco  them,  which 
at  once  shocked  and  cheered  roe. 

The  idea  of  a  reaction  heiwecn  men  and  Nature, 
which  had  ufien  occurred  to  me  in  the  environs  of 
Paris,  was  far  mom  dirung^y  imprcstied  upon  me 
here  in  Normandy.  The  onnent  NornMuin  were  of 
German  extraction,  and  much  German  bluud  still 
AowK  in  the  veins  of  the  Normans  of  the  preseot 
day.  But  the  land  is  pure  German.  In  t)w  lowna 
every  step  reminds  you  of  Germany ;  while,  la 
the  couniry,  every  tree  and  every  hed^  smile  on 
the  native  of  Germany  as  old  ac(|usintanc<s,  and 
greet  him  with  welcome  in  his  mother-tongue.  You 
might  place  Niiniberg  or  Cologne  on  theapot  whfrr« 
liouon  iiiands,  or  Niirnberg  close  to  Rouen,  and 
ttim  out  of  the  last  Ureet  of  NUmbei^  into  the 
firtt  of  Roiien  without  obwrvirig  that  you  had  juat 
(|uilt«l  a  German  and  vntctvd  u  French  diy- 

•TJw  Norman  retain*  to  this  day  tlie  principal  Ibm- 
turrc  of  lliv  German  ch  a  meter.  He  is  ktnd-hcsrtct), 
energetic,  indusinuus  and  brave;  and,  in  addiiiuo 
to  these  qualilieit,  which  arc  met  with  often  enough 
among  other  Fn-ochmen,  he  is  diatinguiAhed  from 
them  by  hi*  |ier»cverance.  The  Frcndiniau  it  easily 
excited  i-itht-r  logout!  or (o  evil, and,  owing  precisely 
totiiM  MiM:eptib«lity,hc  ic  (icklc.  The  NormaDwU 
beret  Modnutly  to  the  rvaolutioo  Iw  baa  otto:  fonoed. 
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and  labours  quietly  on  till  be  has  accomplished  his 
object.  No  inhabitant  of  a  French  province,  except- 
ing, perhaps,  the  Alsatian,  is  so  attached  to  his  native 
country  as  the  Nonnan.  He  is  liable  to  home-sick* 
nesa,  not  in  the  some  degree  indeed  as  the  Swiss  or 
the  South  German,  but  much  like  the  North  Ger- 
man ;.aDd  his  beut  throbs  violently  whenever  be 
bears  the  weU-known  air,  La  Nortnandie.  He 
adheres  more  tenaiaously  than  almost  any  other 
Frenchman  to  aubaitting  institutions  and  to  andent 
costonis.  Like  the  Swabian,  he  talked  for  oeoturies 
about  the  good  oid  right ;  and  most  of  the  govenv- 
meats  of  France,  bow  absolute  soever  they  might  be, 
found  themselves  obliged  to  rect^ize  this  good  old 
right,  at  least  in  ^pearance ;  and,  with  Ibis  appear- 
ance, the  Norman  was  in  general  satisfied,  herein 
exhibiting  aaoth^  proof  of  bis  origin. 

The  same  contrast  between  love  of  home  and  fond- 
ness for  travel  which  appears  in  the  German  cha- 
racter is  found  also  in  the  Norman,  and,  Hke  the 
German  of  whatever  tribe,  he  too  is  an  adventurer. 
For  almost  all  the  discoveries  which  the  French  have 
made  in  foreign  parts,  they  are  indebted  to  this  qua- 
lity  of  the  Normans,  whose  tea-volvet  of  old,  the 
terror  of  all  merchant-men  and  even  of  ships  of  war, 
ploughed  every  sea,  as  the  vessels  of  their  descend- 
ants still  do  at  the  present  day.  Lastly,  one  might  say 
quite  as  justly,  qtierelle  normande,  as  quereiie  aUe- 
mande,  for  the  Norman  has  the  character  of  uking 
a  real  delight  in  lawsuits.  I  know  a  man  at  Kouen 
who  commenced  a  lawsuit  with  his  nepbew,  his  otAy 
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heir,  oil  Recount  of  same  ioformBlity  in  >  contract, 
which  the  nephew  offered  to  cancel  nnd  to  rvplacv 
with  another,  a  propo&al  to  which  the  uncle,  how- 
cfer,  reftised  to  osieni,  that  he  might  not  let  slip  tbr 
fair  opportunity  of  at  last  gaining  one  lawsuit  after 
looing  a  great  many.  Inuances  of  this  kind  are  &«• 
quetiily  occurring ;  hence  the  lawyers  in  Nofrnandy 
area  very  ihrJTing  class,  and,  in  spite  of  the  revo- 
lution and  its  innovations,  they  always  find  thrir 
Vitchen,  cellar,  pig-sty,  and  pouliry-ynrd  abun- 
dantly supplied  at  the  expcncc  of  their  eli<'nts. 

As  the  Noraian  is  nearly  related  to  the  German, 
tit  is  Normandy  to  Germany,  The  towns  ore  dta- 
lioguidied,  like  in<»t  of  the  old  Gemiao,  by  their 
gothic  churches  and  town-lialls,  narrow  atrecta, 
and  large,  lofty,  dnrk  houKcs,  with  small,  Darraw, 
windows.  In  their  dwellings,  tlie  outside  was  to 
ihetii,  a%  to  the  ancient  Germans,  n  secondary  con- 
nidenition,  and  the  interior  the  main  (loint  ;  ao  the 
winilows  were  but  large  enough  to  admit  suffidcnt 
liglit  for  the  inmates  to  see  what  they  were  about, 
they  were  quite  satisfied.  In  the  country  you  sec, 
as  in  Germany  and  England,  a  great  number  of  de- 
iitehed  farm-bousea,  with  a  wall  or  fimce  surround- 
ing the  yard  and  gardaa,  and  many  of  thc^'  and  their 
oulbuildingsnretliatchod  wiihiiraw.  Around  thou 
lie  the  most  thriving  fields  in  all  France;  and  Nor- 
tnsti  indtutry  and  perK-verance,  with  th«  aid  of  laws, 
in  the  *|iiri(  of  ancient  Germany,  protecting  liberty 
and  iiHlfpendetxre,  have  created  henr  in  France  an 
cMNs  that  is  a  panidite  of  fertility  and  plcfity. 
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RICHNESS  OF  THE  PROVINCE.  £ 

Nonnondj  is  the  nchent  province  in  France. 
Agriculture^  mmufBctum,  and  comaierce,  stand  on 
a  higher  step  than  id  alinoat  any  Mber  country  in, 
Burope,  at  least  of  the  like  extent.  The  <uperfi(ne« 
of  the  province  amountB  to  about  one  seventeenth  of 
■11  France,  and  the  territorial  revenues  amounted  in 
18SS  to  176,200,000  francs,  about  one  ninth  of  all 
the  territtmal  revenues  of  France,  so  that  the  soil 
here  produces  nearly  twice  as  much  as  in  the  other 
parts  of  the  kingdom.  Tbe  produce  of  a  hectare 
is,  upon  the  average  of  all  France,  S8  fr.  5S  cent. ; 
of  Normandy,  58  fr.  69  cent.  In  the  department 
of  Lower  Seine  this  produce  is,  for  arable  land, 
100  fr.,  for  vineyards,  112  fr,  for  meadows,  84  fr., 
for  woods,  108  fr.  Normandy  grows  annually  about 
5,600,000  hectolitres  of  wheat,  1,316,000  beet,  of 
rye  and  mangcom,  1,731,000  hect.  of  buckwheat, 
1,475,000  hect.  of  barley,  2,668,000  hect.  of  oats, 
414,700  hect,  of  potatoes.  In  regard  to  cattle, 
it  is  equally  flourishing;  89,340  bullocks,  9,144 
draught  oKen,  502,797  cows,  64,678  heifers,  and 
811,041  horses  (in  1816),  aSbrd  proof  of  this.  Nor- 
mandy produces  annually  2,300,000  kilogrammes 
of  wool,  of  which  about  60,000  kil.  are  merino 
wool,  and  540,000  kil.  from  a  cross  of  the  me- 
rino. A  single  arroudissement  in  the  department  of 
Lower  Seine,  that  of  Neuchatel,  makes  1,621,921 
hect.  of  cider  and  perry.  In  regard  to  trade  and 
industry,  Normandy  is,  in  like  manner,  the  most 
flourishing  portion  of  France.  Havre  is  its  Srtt 
conimerdal  town;  Rouen,  Elbcuf,  Bolbec,  are  ce- 
lebrated for  their  manufactures. 
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The  industry  nnd  the  porsrverance  of  (be  iaha- 
bitanta  of  Normandy  an  indisputiibly  in  ■  gnat 
ineMure  the  source  of  this  flourishing;  stale  uf  the 
province :  but  it  is  not  to  be  denied  thnt  the  iiuti- 
tulions  which  the  Normans  transptanied  hither  liare 
contributed  lar^^ly  to  ihia  state  of  things,  and  thai 
in  realty  they  are  the  intiin  cuuie  of  it. 

for  souie  centuries  the  Nfwmans  were  the  terror 
of  all  Europe,  and,  n  thutisanil  yoant  ago,  their  name^ 
wherever  they  piwni-d,  wiu  not  uttered  without  a 
sliudder,  for  they  "ere  terrihie  in  wiir,  an<l  a*  con- 
querors their  treatment  of  the  vanquished  was  (n* 
quenity  most  cruel.  But  wherever  tlu-y  came  and 
remained  long  enough  to  he  able  tu  sow.  there  tbey 
deposited  in  the  ground  a  seed  which  produced 
gtdden  fruit,  and  the  name  of  this  seed  was — liberty. 
Victors  and  vanquished  reaped  the  fair  fruit  which 
it  yielded.  Charlemagne,  in  hi*  time,  saw  in  sfitrit 
that  these  bold  sons  of  the  North  nere  too  im)M.-luou«, 
DDD  free,  too  strong,  for  his  degenerate  Franks ;  and 
when  he  beheld  their  >ailit  in  the  harbour  of  Mague- 
lone,  tlie  olxlumte  eunqueror  of  the  Moor^  and  the 
Saxons  shed  tears  wUkh  iKcame  a  bloody  prophecy 
for  his  subjcels.  Hut  ihrav  tear*  involved  thesevereM 
oondemiinlion  of  himself:  and  who  knows  whether 
he  might  not  have  wept  rather  for  his  own  luiki-  ttian 
over  the  future  ciiUniitiea  of  hts  people  !  Indeed 
but  for  the  endless  wars  of  Charlemagne,  but  for  hit 
ambition,  which  consumed  the  energies  of  his  sub> 
jectas!)  riislconiumes  steel,  whicli  compelled  ibeio  to 
purchase  thdr  liberty  in  order  to  support  life,  and 
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whwfa  uMlenly  saorificed  the  rest  of  tbe  frse  meo  oo 
tbc  field  of  bkule,  ibe  NonDons  never  woubl  have 
beea  abis  w  to  OTsrpowrt  tbe  Fnoka  at  they  did 
■ftcf  Cbartes's  death.  There  usometbrng  angular 
about  great  taen  in  history  :  moM  of  them  are  ratbw 
the  spoiled  chiUraB  of  the  past,  which  has  prepared 
every  thing  for  them,  than  the  strong  fathers  of  a 
fiiturity  oeated  by  thanaelves.  If  the  effiorts  of 
Cbarkmagne  had  any  definite  purpose,  we  must 
BMume  the  intention  to  force  the  German  tribes  to 
a  udi^T  to  found  an  undivided  Germany,  as  the 
l^atea  of  Rome.  But  those  who  cheaply  attribute 
to  him  this  object  little  heed  that  CharleB  himself 
contradicts  them, inasmuchas  he  divided  this  united 
Germany  amoi^  his  sons.  But,  if  this  were  not 
his  design,  what  could  it  beP  History  has  been 
asked  this  question  for  a  thousand  years  pest,  with- 
out giving  any  answer;  for  she  merely  tells  us  that 
he  annihilated  tbe  institutions  of  Germany,  since  he 
superseded  the  people  in  the  courts  of  justice  by 
appointed  judges,  since  he  broke  their  strength,  and 
forced  them  to  buy  themselves  and  their  freedom  i 
that,  finally,  he  fought  many  battles,  subdued  many 
nations,  and  was  a  great  commander  and  sovereign. 
His  successors  were  not  in  a  condition  to  oppose 
the  incuruons  of  the  Normans,  for  they  were  quar- 
relling among  themselves  about  the  one  vast  empire 
which  he  hod  left,  and  found  a  people  whose  last 
energies  the  great  emperor  bad  wasted.  A  few 
thousand  Normans  were  now  sufficient  to  penetrate 
into  the  heart  of  the  empire  of  the  Franks,  and  to 
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overthrow  olt  that  opposed  litem ;  for  thej  wnv 
bntve,  OB  were  itic  Franks  before  Cliarles'a  lime,  and 
they  were  free,  which  the  latter  no  longer  were,  and, 
in  (ho  feeling  of  (heir  fnitlom,  they  were  firotid, 
bold,  mighty,  iiivindhle.  In  the  ye«r  871).  Hollo 
reduced  Rotieii ;  hence  he  made  incursions  into 
France  with  his  victorious  followers ;  and  Rolh), 
the  bold,  savage  Norman,  ihe  leader  of  those  ruth- 
IcM  bands,  of  which  all  conieniponiry  chroniclers 
apeak  almost  as  of  wild  beiuiti,  |>eNtili-»ce,  and  fa- 
mine, became  the  legiklator  of  hi^i  |>en|)le  ;  and  dieae 
lawti  of  a  barbarian  were  the  cause  of  the  rapid  im- 
provement  of  ihe  country,  and  the  grrm  of  h»  sub- 
sequent  prosperity.  His  laws  attest  that  he  valued 
his  Normans,  thar freedom,  and  tbnr  independence, 
as  highly  as  they  did  iliemselves.  Aooording  to 
ihcm,  every  disturber  of  the  puhlic  peace  wu  to  be 
iMtiialied,  and  the  M'vrreM  pLmi>hmcn(  was  awarded 
to  tJiefl.  The  efficacy  of  thti  rigour,  or  rather  the 
honest  disposition  of  the  people,  is  aitcsted  by  aa 
anecdote  which  history  has  preserved.  Fatigued  bj 
the  chiiirc,  Kollo  lay  down  in  the  wood  of  IlounMre 
to  rest  himwlf.  He  hung  his  valuable  bracelet  upon 
n  tree,  and,  when  he  went  away,  forgot  to  take  it 
with  him  ;  so  there  it  hung,  uniouHinl,  for  three 
years,  not  a  croulure  who  ])iis*ed  that  way  venturing 
to  ap|iri>priaie  it  to  himndf. 

After  Hollo  hwl  made  peace  with  the  king  of  the 
Franks,  he  convoked  his  states  to  consult  wilh  them 
about  the  welfare  of  the  country.  The  assembly 
cnnusted  of  tJte  bishops  and  barons,  the  mayor* 
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and  sherilTs  of  (Itr  town*,  \he  diiefs  of  lUe  hun- 
drvtls  ai>d  lilhings,  nnd  of  mnny  aiher  discreet  men 
(taigcs  homtites).  These  were  the  represeiita lives 
of  ihc  clvT^gy,  the  nobility,  iho  towni^men,  and  the 
OOUntr)'  people,  consequently  of  the  whole  popula- 
tion. In  France  at  that  lime  there  was  no  longer 
B  people,  for  Charlemagne,  and  still  more  the  Itings, 
his  succvKKors,  huiI  totally  excluded  it  from  public 
life  :  aiul  it  was  not  lilt  fotir  huwln-d  year^  after- 
wards, in  the  foimeenth  cvniury,  that  Philip  th« 
Fair  summoned  for  the  fintt  time  the  Ueri-Hat  \a 
the  ussemblii's  of  the  KtateH-general.  A*  Rollo  pro- 
vided for  a  due  reprntentntion  of  the  people,  or 
rather,  as  the  Germanic  pnneiple,  the  usage  and 
custom  of  the  Normans,  obliged  him  to  do  this  so 
they  likewise  obliged  him  to  provide  for  the  due 
adniiniHtration  of  justice.  The  KchUfHier  of  Nor- 
mandy, a  sort  nf  jury  cotirt,  was  the  fiu|»vme  court 
of  justice,  which  sat  nomclime*  at  Rouen,  nt  others 
at  Caen,  Bayeux,  or  Falnise,  iuk)  pralrct*.-d  the 
p»}ple  from  injustice. 

The  consequences  of  these  institutions  very  soon 
manifested  themselves ;  and,  while  tJic  most  dreadful 
famine  frequenlly  prevailed  in  the  rest  of  Prance, 
while  the  people  there  were  as  wretched  aspoHJble, 
Normandy,  already  under  the  second  duke,  William 
Lungsword,  attained  a  prox]M-rily  which  even  the 
evcrla&ting  wars  with  the  I'VencJi  were  not  capable 
of  annihilntinfT. 

AH  the  dukes  ujion  ihc  whole  rc!i|)ected  the  ori- 
ginal institutiooi  which  they  brou^t  with  them 
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&aai  their  tMrtbcr  country,  though  tliere  nuv  be 
instaixta  >^i>iif^  in  whicli  they  contrivetl  to  evade 
ihcai  in  pantculttn:-  £vrn  the  buld  Hobert,  for 
whom  the  tnror  diffufnl  bjr  hi>  tirord,  perhaps  t 
joke  oudc  by  himiiclf  on  hw  dc«th-bed,*  Kcquircd 
th«  aununic  of  ihr  Devil,  who,  in  fvorn  '<(  (he  m^ 
bility,  made  Harlotic,  ihi-  daughter  of  «  tanner  of 
FalaiM.-,  his  wife,  and  tninher  of  Wdliani  the  Coo- 
queror,  bowed  to  iW  laws  of  hit  nnccvtdra.  And 
the  sane  Williniii  the  Conqueror,  in  wKuKir  veins 
wvr«  mingled  prineely  aitd  plebeian  blood,  lu  were 
pride  and  energy  in  his  bean ;  who  ddied  fate  and 
iu  hinlft,  witen  it  deiained  him  by  »torni!t  in  Fcciunp, 
and  when,  on  landing  from  his  sliip,  be  chanced  to 
fall  on  the  shore  nf  England  :  «bo  kept  the  abbou 
and  prelates  within  ihcir  proper  bounds,  curbn)  llw 
nobtliiy  by  a  God's  peace,  and  the  people  by  fixing 
an  Imurnt  which  every  ooe  should  return  to  his  home 
— cTCfi  William  respected  (hnae  laws,  and  did  not 
reniure  upon  his  expedition  to  Hiigland,  till  be  had 
consulted  the  nubility,  the  clerg\-,  and  tbe  third 
estate. 

An  anecdote,  which  history  bus  transmitted  to  ust 
■hows  that  the  |>cnple  themselves  )iad  nut  l«*t  tbe 
remembrance  of  their  rights,  and  that  tliey  liod 
the  spirit  to  assert  tliem,  even  in  opposition  tu  tlie 
sovereign.    William,  the  conqueror  of  England,  was 

■  Hdurnlbg  (n>n  VtimUut.  h«  ffll  lU  bj  ih*  Mf,  ami  hj  kii 
(Omnan-)  «•  nrrinl  <M  a  bi«r  bj  four  bltckj.  A  Nonpao.  dIm 
Ul  ta  mU  hte  tbo*  stlMdad,  uked  ti  he  had  aoj  nwMaf*  to 
MD'I  lA Ul ievnialoiM.  "6*y."  tiyliri  tUtntX,  "that  Ihoul 
aMa  BO  osnlsd  ta  Paradise  b;  (inu  detila." 


t)PP0BI1tON  TO  HIB  BURIAL.  \l 

dnd,  and  wu  to  be  buried  in  Caen,  But  when  his 
body  WAS  let  down  bnide  the  gnve  prepared  ftn-  it, 
the  Horns,  the  anoem  cry  of  the  NormuM,  wju 
beard  to  proceed  from  amidit  the  (Tovd  assembled 
on  the  oocanon.  A  phun  citixen  of  Caen,  named 
Assdin,  stepped  forth  and  said  that  the  ground  in 
wfaieb  the  king  was  about  to  be  buried  was  his  pro* 
perty,  which  the  long  hod  uniat^fuUy  taken  firom 
hin>.  He  therefore  opposed  the  burial  of  the  body 
on  that  spot,  unless  justice  were  first  done  him,  and 
compensation  made  for  the  propierty  of  which  he 
hod  been  wronf^ully  def»ived ;  and  on  this  point 
be  referred  to  RoJio,  who  had  once  said  :  "  The 
mightier  a  man  is,  the  more  Eubmistaon  he  owes  to 
the  laws.^  Such  was  the  conduct  of  a  plain  citizen 
towards  the  heir  to  the  power  and  the  influence  of 
William  the  Conqueror.  And  the  latter  respected 
tbe  right  of  the  citizen,  and  paid  him  the  price 
whidi  he  demanded  for  the  grave  of  a  king,  his 
enemy.  In  this  sngle  anecdote  there  is  more  mat- 
ter for  a  due  appreoation  of  the  state  of  the  people 
of  Normandy  at  that  time,  than  in  all  the  laws  put 
together. 

From  the  moment  that  Normandy  was  erected 
by  tbe  Germans  into  an  independent  duchy,  it  ex- 
erdsed  the  most  decided  influence  on  the  fortunes 
of  France.  The  third  duke  of  Normandy  gave  to 
France  a  new  royal  dynasty,  that  of  the  Capets. 
Richard  I.,  duke  of  Normandy,  waa  Hugh  Capet's 
guardian,  and  the  soul  of  the  states- general  of  Nayon 
(987),  in  which  Lothur  was  deposed  and  the  count 
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of  Pnris  pmcliiimed  king.  It  was  then  thai  Paiit 
fintt  lM>csmc  ihc  capiml  of  Frnncv ;  iinil  in  this  cir- 
cumilancc  nUwc  Yin  a  weight  nliich  ha»  ttticc  nerer 
crjued  to  msnifcsl  iln-lf  in  the  rciilv*  of  hiitiory. 
Rolnrt  llic  Devil,  or  rathtr  U  mo^{fiquf,  sf-cured 
the  crown  tn  llcnry  I.  agsintt  hi«  own  mother, 
Constance,  and  hid  brother;  and,  for  aborir  a  cen* 
lory  and  a  half  after  William  the  Conqueror,  the 
history  of  France  revolved  ubtHit  Normaiidvi  as  the 
wIm>cI  ahftui  itA  axis. 

The  intlnvnt-e'of  Normandy  on  all  Europe  was 
not  less  important,  when  we  cunudi-r  thai  it  was 
Normana  who  prnti'cM.-d  and  at  the  same  lime  )>re- 
•ciihed  lawa  to  the  pope  in  Italy,  and  that  it  wan  a 
Norman  who,  by  the  conquest  of  Enf;land,  changed 
the  inatiliition»  of  ihnt  country,  and  established  tia 
influence  upon  the  affairs  of  the  continent. 

Under  John  Lackland,  the  brother  and  succcaaor 
of  Richard  Csur  de  Lion,  Normandy  again  became 
a  (Mirt  uf  France  (in  1S04,  ^02  yenrs  after  Kollo). 
Rut  (hU  retinicm  changed  neither  the  chnrocU-r  of 
the  people  nor  the  )in]Hiriance  of  the  province  in  the 
htitory  of  the  mother  country.  The  spirit  of  inde- 
pendence trnoHfuM-tl  Into  the  people  by  the  Gcr* 
manic  insiiiuiions,  compelled  Lotiin  X.  (1315)  to 
give  a  new  Charle  normandf,  which  wos  frequently 
contirmed,  nietilioni-<l  in  nlmo«l  all  the  royal  ordi> 
nances,  bui.  it  i>  true,  more  frequently  evaded ;  for, 
like  the  German*  of  more  recent  limes  in  general, 
the  Nortnaru  werv  coiileot  if  thnr  right  were  rccog- 
niurd  at  lout  in  the  form.     At  length,  the  aim 
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eenturj  witnessed  the  formation  of  anotbo-  NomiBa 
code,  the  Coutf4me  de  ^^ormandie,  compiled  by  the 
noUe  chancellor  L'Hopital ;  and  thus  it  was  found 
necessary  in  that  age  of  lawlessness  to  do  justice  to 
the  institutions  of  the  ancient  Normans. 

The  inBuence  of  Normandy  on  the  fate  of  France 
has  since  been  several  Umes  clearly  demonstrated  in 
history;  fint  in  the  wars  between  Enghind  and 
France,  vhicb  lasted  from  IS89  upwards  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty  years;  and  afterwards  more 
parUcuIarly  at  the  Ume  of  the  Reformation.  In  no 
pnrt  of  France  did  the  Reformation  find  so  many 
and  BO  strenuous  adherents  as  in  Normandy  ;  the 
independent  spirit  of  the  people,  which  had  main- 
tained itself  for  ages ;  the  flourishing  suie  of  the 
province,  which  allowed  the  people  time  to  meditate 
upon  themselves  and  their  faith  ;  the  comparatively 
bi^  intellectual  cultivation  of  the  whole  country ; 
lastly,  the  spiritual  affinity  with  the  inhabitants  of 
those  states  which  had  first  declared  in  favour  of 
church  reform,  could  not  fail  to  procure  for  the 
Reformation  disciples  in  this  part  of  France,  and 
it  was  not  long  before  the  majority  of  the  people 
were  won  over  to  it.  Then  commenced  persecu- 
tions. The  parliament  of  Houen  was  the  murderous 
tool  of  a  Medicia,  and  hurled  its  brands  all  over  the 
country,  wherever  freedom  of  thought  dared  to  dis- 
play itself.  Coligny  solicited,  at  the  feet  of  Fran- 
ds  II.,  the  favour  of  liberty  of  conscience  in  behalf 
of  the  unhappy  Normans,  and  the  only  answer  was 
redoubled  persecution,  accompanied  by  redoubted 
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crim  of  Knguuh  from  the  lia^^ns  victinis  in  Nor- 
nundy.  The  people  then  row ;  ihr  jMirlinmcni  wa> 
obKfC^  to  flt-c  from  Uoueii,  ui«l  fixed  il>  m,-«I  nt 
Louvien.  Jtoueo  wai  besieged  by  the  royal  Iroopa; 
the  city  was  taken  by  storm ;  and  the  sdhenrnU  of 
the  new  doctrine  again  tealed  it  with  tbeir  lilood. 
Conil^  uikI  Coliguy  found  in  Normandy  the  chain- 
pious  with  whom  they  were  soon  w  prewribe  iawa 
to  tfie  king;  and  the  wcood  governed  the  whole 
province  beyond  Coeii,  till  the  [tcace  of  Amboue 
united  both  armies,  in  order  jointly  to  dme  the 
Eoglisli  out  of  Havre,  At  k-ngth,  the  night  of  Si. 
I Bariliolomvw  pvrfniiled  the  kin^  of  Fninrv  (o  my : 
'  L,'i>ritre  rtgnt  maintenant  en  Franct — and  miIm^ 
quentiy  echoes  only  of  the  confliet  between  CatbO' 
licism  «ikI  l'roii:-ii«ntiiim  were  lieard  in  Fnnce : 
thcM.-  wtTc  nt  It-nglh  drowned  by  the  din  of  a  still 
greater  conflict,  that  began  tn  the  tcliooU,  wa»  tlwooe 
transferred  to  the  tribune,  tlie  place  of  elcrlion,  and 
k  the  guillotine,  and  who  can  tell  whore  it  will  cndl 
How  exteniively  the  Kcforniation  hod  taken  root 
ID  Normandy  i«  proved  by  the  eircumsUncc  that* 
after  the  revocation  of  the  edict  of  Nanle»,  no  fewer 
klhan  185,000  Nonoann  eiiiignunl.and  left  upward* 
rorS6.000  dwellings  untenanted. 

The  history  of  Normandy  oxhibili  to  us  a  truth, 
t-OO  which  we  often  stumble  in  the  history  of  modem 
Ftines:  here  aImvc  uH  i»  demomirated  the  vocation  tjf 
the  Germanic  principle  to  propngate  ttielf  llirougb- 
k  out  the  world  in  llmte  days.  The  sons  of  the  Nortli 
Hum  come  forward  with  tire  and  sword ;  at  fim  we 
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see  nothii^  but  destructi^t  ami  men  join  in  otie 
genentl  lamentation,  as  though  the  scourge  of  God 
had  faUen  upon  them.  But  the  ruing  of  the  towns 
trampled  beneath  thor  feet  are  not  yet  deared  awaj, 
the  ashes  of  tfaer  burned  halntations  yet  reek,  and 
we  aee  the  germi  of  another  futurity,  the  germs  c^ 
liberty  and  prosperity,  springing  up  out  of  the 
ground;  and  the  cry  of  aSrighted  humanity  was 
but  the  precursor  of  the  shouts  of  joy,  or  the  silent 
delight,  of  the  next  generation.  Normandy  teema 
alto  to  confirm  the  unfitness  of  the  Germanic  prtn> 
dpie  to  found  a  permanent  state.  After  a  few  cm- 
tunes,  it  is  true,  Normandy,  as  such,  disappeared 
from  history  and  was  merged  in  that  of  France. 
But,  if  we  consider  that  its  continuance  was  impos- 
sible solely  because  it  became  a  colony  of  England, 
and  that  the  relations  thence  arising  averted  the 
views  and  the  interests  of  a  great  part  of  the  inhal»- 
tants  of  Normandy  from  England,  and  directed  them 
towards  France ;  that  lastly,  the  atrodous  stupidity 
of  a  John  Lackland  was  the  cause,  in  a  far  greater 
degree  than  any  Germanic  principle  in  Normandy, 
of  the  reuoion  of  the  country  with  France,  that  re* 
union  ceases  to  be  an  evidence  in  favour  of  this  ntv 
tion.  England  herself  exhibits  proof  of  the  coiftrary, 
proof  of  the  creative  and  conservative  power  of  the 
Germanic  principle.  The  original  German  institu- 
tions have  there  gained  the  most  complete  victory ; 
and  whatever  of  foreign  growth  was  retained  in  the 
English  laws,  was  not  capable  of  outweighing  those 
institutions  or  obstructing  their  progress. 


10  THE  GERMANIC  PBINCIPLB. 

In  Germany  iisetf,  and  in  the  Germanic  Males, 
founded  immediately  on  the  ruins  of  Rnme,  the 
Bword  alone  subdued  the  Unniank,  bui  the  Ger- 
manic principle  never  permanently  oonquere<)  tiie 
Romun.  The  empire,  the  whole  structure  of  the 
lawK  in  Germaity,  have  cvcrlwcn  more  Human  than 
Gmiian;  eiid  if  this  union  has  proved  unprolific,  it 
il  brcautfr  the  specie*  coupled  toRclhcr  were  forrigtl 
to  each  other,  and  incapable  of  bnx-ding;  mmly 
tbe  ODnseqiicflcc  of  the  continued  struggle  between 
Rome  and  Germany,  which  absorbs  the  cnerjjiea 
and  prevents  all  thoughts  of  new  creations.  In 
France,  also,  this  was  long  the  case ;  but  at  length, 
as  the  Roman  language  got  the  bcKer  of  that  afier- 
wardt  introduced,  so  the  Roman  principle  gatord 
the  a«cen<)ency  over  the  Germanic.  It  wao  not  till 
the  conclusion  of  the  la»t  century  that  the  tatter 
■gun  entered  lh«  lists,  and  it  was  more  than  mimicry 
if  Napoleon  thought  of  Charlemagne.  The  eonfltct 
continues:  how  it  will  end  is  Iwsl  known  to  the 
subterranean  powers  who  spin  tlic  thread  of  human 
destiny.  Rut  assuredly  thU  conflict  of  two  ibou- 
und  years  at  Inut  aileslt  iliv  vital  energies  of  the 
German  spirit. 
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CHAPTER  II. 

Havre;  itc  ippearance  bopeaki  it  to  b«  m  oew  toon  —  Foauded 
bj  Fimneu  [. — It*  Extent — Otsoceat  his  hjitory — Iti  geoenl 
fwtarea  —  The  Qiuy*  and  Buini  —  Inhabitanti  —  Th«  Uer- 
cantile  Clau —  The  Eichaogc  — The  Cercle  da  Commerce— 
Politiol  ScDtimente  of  the  Mercbaoti  of  He* re. 

You  need  lake  but  a  single  glance  at  the  plan  of 
Havre  to  be  convinced  that  it  is  a  new  town.  Most 
of  the  streets  are  perfectly  straight  and  regularly 
built.  People  build  in  this  manner  only  when  they 
plan  towns,  not  when  these  are  huddled  together 
at  random.  In  ancient  tiroes,  first  one  house  was 
built  on  this  spot,  then  another  on  that,  and  so  on, 
till  at  length  the  place  became  a  hamlet,  a  village,  a 
town.  In  modern  days  it  is  frequently  the  idea  of 
an  individual  that  designs  a  town,  and  then  con- 
structs it  in  regular  form.  Francis  I.  was  the 
founder  of  Havre,  on  the  site  of  which  formerly 
stood  only  detached  fishermen's  huts.  He  meant 
this  town  to  be  a  bulwark  against  the  incursions  of 
the  English  into  Normandy  ;  and  this  object  was 
partially  attained,  for  Havre  has  been  several  times 
cannonaded  by  the  English  without  effect.  His 
second  design  in  the  erection  of  the  new  town  has, 
on  the  other  hand,  wholly  miscarried.     It  was  to 
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bo  cbIIm]  Fran^oisvillc,  and  of  course  to  pcrpe- 
tmiteliis  name.  But  fate  and  chance  willed  othor- 
wise ;  and  so  ihe  lown  was  firsi  called  Notre  Damc 
de  Grace,  then  Havre  dr  Grace— for  a  time,  Havre 
de  Itfarut ;  »uch  are  the  freak*  offonune  i  Fratid* 
I.,  Notre  Dnmc  dc  Grace,  fli>d  Marat ! — and  lastly 
plain  Havre,  which  is  ceriuinly  the  mou  character- 
tttic  a(>|>cllauon  that  could  be  given  to  it. 

The  orifcinal  circumference  of  the  town  was  mtich 
more  considerable  ihsn  the  present.  It  embnecd 
three  quarierM;  that  of  Notre  I>aine,  the  Barrcsi 
and  rereaDvillc  (Porc-iii-ville.)  During  the  reign 
of  Htmry  11.  the  latter  was  sep«nited  in  a  gfeat 
measure  from  the  Ikrres  by  a  now  trail.  Dut  in 
the  Urae  of  Louis  XVI.  it  was  aguo  found  ncct«- 
■sry  to  enlargv  i)ic  town ;  and  the  (quarter  of  the 
Ba£se-ville  was  added  to  it.  A  second  cnlarga- 
roent  is  now  ^e(]U)^ile,  and  it  will  certainly  not 
be  loDg  before  tlie  walls  are  again  pulled  down  to 
aflbrd  greater  aoope  for  tmde.  It  is  an  iocont^. 
nience  to  commerce  in  general  lliat  the  toitu  is  ■ 
fortress. 

Many  books,  and  thick  oan  loo.  have  beta 
written  on  the  history  of  Havre.  Dot  you  n<-ed 
only  posa  through  the  streets  lo  coovince  yourself 
that  these  smooth  lioutvn  have  no  history.  Havre  is 
like  the  plain  man  of  whom  his  ncighlwurs  kitow 
oeilhcrguodnor  harm,  like  i)ie  excellent  king,  whoso 
name  is  sonrcely  transuiiticd  lo  fM^crity.  llttiory 
ia  in  general  but  Ihc  chrmtiqite  scamlnlctiK  of  the 
world  J    it  knows  no   more  than   that   there  two 
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natiobs,  e^ed  on  hy  filse  frieods,  went  to  logger- 
hnds ;  th^  a  mistress  squandeKd  away  millions  t 
yonder  a  mioifter  plunged  prince  and  people  into 
endlett  niiaery ;  and  yonder  again  a  conqunni-  built 
bimsdf  a  triumphal  areh  of  human  sculls.  All 
beyond  this  is  sridott  worth  mentioning.  Havre 
has  witnessed  few  such  scandalous,  or,  as  they  are 
commoaly  called,  historical  events.  During  the 
wars  of  the  Huguenots,  it  was  delivered  up  by  the 
feJlowers  of  thfe  new,  or  rather  the  old  whitewashed, 
fiutb  to  the  English;  but,  on  the  conclunon  of 
peace,  they  joined  thar  former  foes  to  attack  the 
foreigner,  and  assisted  to  recover  Havre  for  France. 
Havre  has  since  been  twice  or  thrice  besieged,  and 
two  princes  were  at  one  time  confined  in  the  citadel 
built  by  Richelieu.  These  are  nearly  all  the  re- 
markable events  recorded  of  Havre.  The  rest  of 
its  history  revolves  round  a  few  thousand  ships  of 
war  and  merchantmm  built  on  its  wharfs,  so  and 
so  many  bales  of  cotton,  so  and  so  many  hogsheads 
of  sugar,  so  and  so  many  butts  of  train  oil,  and 
other  most  peaceable,  unhistorical  things  and  oc- 
currences. 

Just  walk  through  the  streets  of  the  town,  and 
you  will  perceive  still  more  clearly  that  it  is  not 
old.  The  last  centuries  since  Frands  I.  have  been 
more  flat,  more  prosaic,  more  inexpressive,  than  any 
that  went  before  ihem.  All  great  interests,  the 
people,  the  church,  the  faith,  had  made  their  exit 
from  history,  or  passed  through  their  death-struggle 
in  the  war  of  the  peasants  and  in  the  reformation. 
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Thenceforward,  nothing  but  lfa«  «him  of  a  Louu 
XIV.  or  of  a  courtier,  or  of  a  favourite  oi'istrcaat 
oonstitutctl  matter  of  history,  or  whil  [>ei>p)c  wm 
pleated  to  call  w>  for  three  hundred  yearv,  till  tb* 
end  of  last  century.  The  whole  world  pnrtu.-ipated 
inihisTApid  frivolity,  and  whatever  wasdooe,  wlwU 
evcr  was  ihouf^ht  and  spoken,  sod  even  buill,  bore 
the  impress  of  this  insigoi&cance.  At  Havre  it  U 
fitaniped  in  character*  iwi  to  be  mintAJcen  on  eT«rj 
house,  on  the  ehureh-diKprs,  and  nvrr  Iht-  iilinr.  The 
town  i%  an  imiige  of  the  time  in  which  it  uruie ;  and 
whoever  is  acquainted  with  the  history  of  that  time 
can  tell,  without  having  read  a  word  canccming  the 
hi&tory  of  Havre,  the  devennium,  or  si  least  the 
century  tu  which  every  bouse  in  the  town  belongs. 
Among  all  the  public  and  private  buildings,  ihcrc 
is  scarcely  one  thai  de»erv«*  mention  on  act-'ount  of 
tu  architecture  or  iu  hinory.  The  mairir,  the  cua> 
toiu-houBc,  ibc  urs^oal,  tltc  churches,  arc  just  s>ucb 
ta  one  may  ace  every  where  of  the  last  and  tlw  pre- 
ceding century.  The  tower  of  Francis  I.,  which 
defends  the  eoirance  of  the  harbour,  is  remarkable 
only  for  its  coloual  walls,  and  interesting  ttkcrely  for 
iu  beautiful  prospect  and  a  flag-telegraph,  which 
oorrcaponds  with  (h«  ships  and  the  obter^'atory  on 
the  Hbve.  The  sirccu  are  wide  and  handsome, 
and  the  Itue  de  Paris  in  particular,  the  liveliest  and 
the  Inisiesl  in  the  town,  looks  cxircmety  well  in  an 
evening,  when  tlic  inhabitants  of  Havre  parade  up 
and  down  it  by  gas-light. 

The  ctiwf  bustle,  however,  is  upon  ttic  i 
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the  different  bauDs.  Of  these  there  are  three,  be. 
ndes  the  AvaDt-port:  the  Bunn  de  la  Baire,  du 
CtMnmeFCe,  and  du  Roi.  The  firat » the  largest,  the 
laat  the  smallest.  Each  of  the  first  two  can  accom- 
modate about  two  hundred  vessels,  and  several  hun- 
dred from  all  parts  of  the  world  are  always  to  be 
seen  in  them.  As  jou  stroll  along  these  basins, 
you  fancy  yourself  carried  back  to  the  time  of  the 
ooofusion  of  tongues  at  the  tower  of  Babel.  Here 
is  an  Eoglishmsn  or  a  German  curmng  and  swearing ; 
there,  a  Spaniard  or  an  Italian  nnging  a  song; 
y<Hider  a  Swede  is  raising  his  powerful  voice,  and  a 
little  further  a  Dutchman  pouring  forth  hit  foggy 
language.  Be  your  country  what  it  will,  you  are 
here  sure  to  hear  the  accents  of  your  native  tongue. 
And  what  a  bustle  upon  these  quays .'  In  the 
Avant-port  fishing  vessels  and  steamers  are  arriving 
or  going  out ;  here  passengers  are  hastening  to  them, 
tiiere  the  friends  of  those  who  have  just  landed  come 
to  meet  them,  and  have  great  trouble  to  extricate 
them  from  the  hands  of  tlie  porters.  The  fisher- 
men  are  carrying  their  nets  to  their  vessels,  or  un- 
loading the  booty  of  the  day.  On  the  quays  of  the 
Bassin  de  la  Ban-e,  ships  are  constantly  receiving 
and  delivering  their  cargoes  ;  a  thousand  hands  are 
at  work,  and  keep  time  to  the  monotonous  song  of 
the  sailors.  Here  you  mostly  see  those  emigrants  who 
seem  to  have  sufiWed  shipwreck  on  land,  carrying 
on  board  the  relics  of  their  poverty.  On  the  north 
side  of  the  Basun  du  Commerce  the  whalers  are 
usually  unloaded,  and   beyond   them   the   timber 
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VMKta;  the  fonnoryou  smell  tit  ■  grout  clisMnce. 
On  ihr  aoiilli  «idt-  ihvre  is  a  still  ^rraitr  bustle  about 
tJic  ships  under  repair.  Here  a  vessel  is  Uid  flat 
on  her  side,  there  another  proudly  riiiiics  her  head, 
fully  e<iuippi>d  to  battle  with  the  uinih  und  wavn. 
Buton«uf  ihv  i»u»i  beautiful  >ifrhu  that  can  tic 
OtHKcivcd  i»  pmvniud  here  when  iIm>  ships  are 
Boorched.  I  know  not  whether  (he  wood  that  ia 
used  for  the  pur|>oEe,  or  the  inrred  oakum  that  ta 
burned,  or  the  sea-water  that  is  s[Hned  into  the 
fire,  cdiumunieale:*  aucb  a  variety  of  lints  to  tbe 
flame;  but  never  did  I  »ce  auch  beautiful,  auch 
brilliant  lire  as  thit.  Tinged  with  all  the  bright- 
glon-ing  hues  of  the  raiiib4iw,  the  Ramcs  shoot  up 
the  sides  of  the  ships  to  the  height  of  a  house, 
while  black,  raiitostiv  clouds  of  smoke  whirl  around 
the  maats.  Fire  is  frequently  one  of  the  most  Ikau* 
tiful,  most  sublime  of  ubjecls ;  it  is  the  sport,  the 
daiiee,  the  exultaiion  of  the  Hre-ipiril  escafnng  from 
his  body  ;  but  her«  the  dome  is  the  nttl  puny  of 
fire,  aiu]  I  ought  to  \w  Mv  to  write  in  flames  ia 
order  duly  to  describe  it. 

Tlic  qiuiys  arc  (he  town,  ihe  soul  of  its  life,  and 
tliere  you  must  look  about  you,  there  dwell,  if  you 
would  have  any  idea  of  Havre.  All  tbe  atrceu 
around  are  hut  i-uburbs,  an  it  were,  but  urterie»  coa- 
veying  the  blood  lu  the  heart.  SuRIlv  this  for  tbo 
present :  1  shall  have  frequent  occasion  to  rcTcri  to 
the  heart  of  Havre. 

The  inhahttunts  of  Havre,  from  thirty  to  iliirty- 
five  (buufaiKl  souls,  are  a  mulJey  mixture  of  mrr- 
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chants  and  traders,  seafaring  men  and  labourers, 
French  and  foreigners.  The  mercantile  class  is 
naturally  the  first,  and  connats  of  the  repreaentAtivea 
of  all  the  commerdal  nations — French,  English, 
Americans,  Italians,  Svedes,  even  RussianB,  and  a 
gnat  number  of  Germans  and  Swbb,  bustle  about 
on  'Change  here  and  murder  the  French  langinge 
more  or  leas  successfully.  Most  of  them  are  solely 
intent  on  making  their  fortune  as  ni|ndly  as  possible, 
that  they  may  reure  from  business  ud  live  upon 
their  income.  They  are  not  at  home  here ;  you 
need  but  cast  a  ^nce  at  the  Ezehange  to  convince 
yourself  of  that.  This  edifice  is  so  small  and  insig* 
oificant  that  it  is  incapable  of  containing  the  con. 
course  of  merchants  assembling  about  four  o'clock, 
so  that  they  are  obliged  to  stand  in  the  open  air 
before  the  building,  and  to  defy  wind  and  weather 
— the  wind  of  Havre  too !  They  have  been  talking 
for  many  years  of  erecting  a  new  Exchange,  but 
the  matter  is  taken  up  very  coolly,  and  we  shall 
find  this  quite  natural,  when  ve  consider  that  these 
foreigners  regard  themselves  as  merely  temporary 
residents  in  Havre,  which  they  mean  to  leave  in  a 
few  years,  and  can  have  no  particular  interest  in 
making  a  eaciiSee  in  order  to  provide  an  Exchange 
for  the  future  traders  of  the  town. 

Whoever  has  seen  the  Exchange  of  London, 
Paris,  Frankfurt,  or  other  great  commercial  cities, 
must  he  struck  at  first  sight  by  the  contrast  between 
these  and  that  of  Havre,  incontestably  the  most 
important  mercantile  town  in  France.     The  sight  of 
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t1)c  P«m  Exchange,  though  generally  most  repul- 
sive lo  him  who  ran  perceive  poMion  lurking  be- 
nmh  the  frigid  featureo,  is  neccrlhrleaa  imposing. 
There  stand  ihe  general*,  aud  Uieir  aid-de-cftinpt 
fly  to  and  fro,  carrying  llveir  orders  to  the  com- 
mandcnt  oii  the  flunks  and  in  (he  centre,  and  huten 
back  to  bring  reports  and  la  receive  new  eommit- 
tjons.  There  is  frequently  decided  the  fate  of 
Kuropc,  and  in  the  noi»e  and  luinull  you  fatKy  that 
you  hear  the  cry  of  natiimit  fur  succour.  A  unirer- 
•al  slave-iuarket  could  not  be  more,  animated,  mora 
striking.  Tlic  very  feeling  thai  here  lt»e  welfare 
of  the  world  is  at  stake,  that  mtnislrrs  fall,  when 
the  one  or  the  other  party  gives  way,  that  crowns 
and  thrones  depend  on  the  issue  of  the  contest,  that 
nations  are  put  into  the  balance,  pmducea  in  the 
temple  of  Mammon  an  impretinoii,  which,  thougli 
awful,  in  at  the  same  time  grand. 

In  Havre,  on  the  contrary,  the  Exchange  ia  jutt 
like  an  ant-hill.  All  wind  in  and  out  like  a  tangled 
web  ;  none  issues  orders,  none  seems  lo  otwy.  So 
many  bales  of  cotton  are  to  be  bad  at  such  or  such 
a  price ;  to  many  hogsheads  of  sugar  Itc  at  tlie  en- 
trepot, so  many  are  l>cspoken,  and  so  many  on  the 
way.  Thr»  are  inti-rcMts,  it  is  true,  but  ttie  world 
scarcely  notices  whether  a  hundre<l  tltousand  bde* 
of  cotton  mure  or  less  arrive,  and  al  mu«t  a  hundred 
UMinu factories  and  a  few  hundml  thoiiMiiil  work- 
peo|ile  are  imniedialely  concerned  in  tlie  matttrr. 
You  might  very  easily  pass  the  Exchange  of  Havre 
ritlioul  luspecting  that  the  whole  mercantile  world 
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of  the  6r8t  commeraal  town  of  France  was  ois^nbled 
there,  or  perhaps  imagine  that  the  peracmi  whom 
you  saw  were  merely  brought  together  by  some 
public  auction.  In  this  town,  the  Exchange  has 
not  the  dramatic  any  more  than  the  deeply 
ofienuve  character  that  it  has  in  great  bankii^ 
citieB. 

He  who  would  make  himself  intimately  acquainted 
with  the  mercantile  class  of  Havre  should  subscribe 
to  the  Cercle  du  Commerce.  If  the  Exchange  is 
likely  to  produce  a  mean  t^inion  of  the  importance 
of  the  commerce  of  Havre,  the  Cerele  du  Commerce 
makes  a  very  different  impression.  In  one  of  the 
finest  and  largest  buildings  in  the  town,  handsome 
and  spadous  rooms,  arranged  partly  for  reading, 
partly  for  play,  and  partly  for  social  conversation, 
and  most  splendidly  furnished,  are  open  to  every 
stranger  who  is  introduced  by  one  of  the  members. 
Here  arc  to  be  found  almost  all  the  newspapers  and 
periodical  publications  of  the  capital,  several  English 
papers,  one  German,  the  Hamburg  Borsenhalle,  and 
a  tolerably  select  library.  You  need  not  come  hither 
often  to  discover  of  what  spirit  the  generation  fre- 
quenting this  place  is.  To  the  middle  pillar  in  the 
principal  room  is  afGxcd  a  black  board  in  a  hand- 
some gilt  frame,  with  an  inscription  in  gold  letters, 
which  gold  letters  record  that  twelve  or  thirteen 
years  ago  Louis  Philippe,  then  duke  of  Orleans, 
now  king  of  the  French,  honoured  the  Cercle  du 
Commerce  with  his  presence.  Above  this  memo- 
rial hangs  the  picture  of  the  king.     On  the  saow 
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place  hung  seveD  years  agn  Louis  XVIII.,  And 
vhucuntvll  who  nuiyiiang  tl)erv!irv«n  ytars  h«iux? 
For  llw|ircsoit,  however,  LotiisXVIIl.  i;t  ban i tiled 
to  Bii  adjoining  cabinet,  wtierc  he  may  Impc  for 
beiler  times.  'I'he  wniimeiit*  of  the  merchant  at 
Hum  lire  exlriincly  loyiil,  nntl  at  iImt  preoent  mo. 
mcnt  philippic,  because  the  king's  name  iii  I'hilip. 
He  is  an  enemy  (u  every  ihing  that  looks  lik?  poli- 
tical iiioveinent,  and  freciuently  belor^  Id  the 
fiirinuc  lie  matlrralion.  1  ha])|K-na)  lo  be  here  in 
1835,  just  at  the  time  of  the  April  iriala.  and  recol- 
lect n  iliaJuguc  which  took  place.  "  All  {(he  accused) 
ouglit  lo  be  condemned  tu  death,"  *aid  one  of  the 
peaceable  merchants,  "All?"  replied  another,  of 
more  OKKlerato  sentiments,  "  iliat  would  be  •ovcrc* 
nay, cruel."  "  A"iw/wr/c.'"  rcjuined  the  first ;  **ai 
any  rale  there  are  i)u  innooeiil  pernvtiK  aininig  \heca ; 
they  are  all  monsters  and  inocndiaries."  *'  But,  if 
there  Hhmilt),  nevcfthelcsf,  be  an  innocent  mnn  or 
two  among  (hem  ?"  asked  the  areonJ,  wiih  itMidcst 
doubt.  **  I  tell  you,"  cried  tlw  first,  tlierc  is  not 
an  innocent  man  among  ihcin — \i»  iiii|)oiiHible.  Off 
with  their  lieads  !  The  galleys  woulil  Im'  far  too 
good  for  such  momtrta." 

Here,  indeed,  much  that  had  been  a  riddle  lu  me 
in  I'aris  appeared  (lerfectly  clear.  I  saw  what 
I^uii  I'hilippc  might  reckon  upon,  and  why  he 
vent  to  work  with  such  despatch.  But  he  ought 
lo  cnniider  that  in  the  time  of  the  revniuliun  the 
men  of  terror  in  Hiivredid  noi  dn-ni  ii  ncoewary  to 
r-rikc  oil'  a  stngie  head,    in  ihta  bet  tbcn  ia  a 
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lesaon,  and  a  better  one  than  in  the  sanf^uuiary 
woffda  dropped  at  the  Cercle  du  Commerce. 

To  oKMt  of  my  Parinan  friends,  all  that  Fonfr^e, 
the  ultra^^loctriaaire,  wrote  and  «wd,  appeared  in- 
explicable, and  they  cried,  *'  C'e«  un  fou  !"  After 
I  had  been  at  Harre  I  half  comprehended  him, 
and  now  that  I  am  here  a  second  time,  everjr  wonl 
it  quite  clear  to  me :  for  here  I  have  found  that  he 
ia  realty  in  hii  sentiments  the  refvesentaiive  of  a 
party — that  u  to  say,  of  commerce.  He  is  a  native 
of  a  aea-port,  I  believe  Bordeaux,  where  nearly  the 
same  spirit  and  the  same  interests  predominate  as  in 
Havre,  and  where,  of  course,  people  think  much  the 
same  as  here.  "  We  have  tried  the  Chambers  long 
enough,  and  it  is  plain  that  nothing  is  to  be  expected 
of  them.  Thus  far  they  have  done  nothing,  but 
tliey  have  prevented  much  good  from  being  done. 
The  whole  chamber  of  deputies  is  as  stupid  as  pos- 
sible; nothing  hut  a  strong  executive  government 
can  save  France,  and  the  Chamber  conceives  that  it 
can  do  nothing  better  than  weaken  that,  and  shackle 
it  more  and  more.  Lawyers  have  the  ascendency 
in  it,  and  they  seek  nothing  but  quirks  and  quibbles. 
Uut,  as  for  us,  we  want  quiet,  nothing  but  quiet ; 
we  have  plenty  of  liberty,  more  than  we  know  what 
to  do  with.  An  enlightened  absolutism  alone  can 
save  France,  and  secure  it  from  future  dangers." 
Such  are  the  sentiments  which  are  the  order  of  the 
day  here  in  the  Cercle  du  Commerce,  and  are  held 
most  certainly  by  a  majority  of  the  mercantile 
people  of  this  town.     They  appear,  however,  like 
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VtxAkde  himself,  to  place  no  rc«l  confidence  in  thu  i 
cnliglxcnitl  obsolulifini,  for  the  invariablr  finale  of  ; 
tliii*  ftung,  &ung  in  the  greatest  variety  of  tunes,  is : 
**  fB  va  nial,  el  Dieu  sait  comment  9a  finira.*'  You 
we  fnnn  til  xh\x  that  Fonfrcdi,-  and  the  doctrinaire* 
u'lio  Htecfcd  with  him  under  full  sail  for  en  Ugh  tenet! 
absoliitisin  were  not  building  io  the  air,  as  it  wn 
gienerally  suppoied  in  Paris.  How  long  the  edifice 
would  tunil  ifiUi-y  were  RufTcrfd  tncumpU-U-ii.and 
whom  it  would  probably  bury  in  its  fall,  are  diflrr- 
etit  questions.  I  doubt,  however,  whether  the  tnnn- 
ber«  mT  the  Ccrclc  du  Conimeree,  if  they  reflected 
u{Hin  <)ie  subject,  would  do  any  thing  but  nierely 
cry  out  the  more  loudly,  "  Dieu  do  Dieu,  fa  va 
nul!"  for,in  the  first  place,  all  this  lias  no  inflneooe 
on  the  prices  of  oottoit,  sugar,  &e.,  which,  like  ibc 
renttJ  in  Paris,  luv  thc^r  political  tiiL-nnomeicr,  the 
alpha  and  omega  of  their  soaal  creed,  nay,  tlieir 
whole  ntistaw. 
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CHAPTER  til. 

Commercial  CoDieqDCiice  of  Harra  —  Imports  —  Heport  of  the- 
Committee  of  the  Merchaoti  of  Harre  od  faiiooa  commercial 
qoeatioiu  ;  od  the  duty  on  Coal  aod  Cora,  aud  oa  the  fntore 
cooilition  of  the  French  Wnt  India  Colonies — Semsrka  in  the 
game  Report  on  the  importation  nf  Iron  ;  and  on  the  general 
principles  of  the  French  Commercial  Code — Contradiction  be- 
tween the  political  and  the  commercial  priDciplea  of  the  mer- 
chants of  Haire — Neglect  o!  the  local  interestt  of  the  town  b^ 
the  GoTernment  —  Proposal  Tor  a  commercial  Congreu  — 
Opinion  of  the  Harre  Chamber  of  Commerce  on  the  Sugar 
QnettioD — EstahliihmenC  of  a  Bank  at  Haire — Cotton  Trlile. 

In  the  year  1836,  goods  to  the  amount  of 
746,436,000  kiJc^Boimea,  and  to  the  value  of 
643,336,<X)0  francs,  passed  through  the  different  en- 
trepots in  all  France.  Of  these  173,348,000  kilo- 
grammes, and  194,8^4,000  francs  fell  to  the  share  of 
Havre.  Of  course  nearly  one  fourth  in  amount, 
and  nearly  one  third  in  total  value,  of  all  the  goods 
circulated  in  France  pass  through  Havre.  This 
proportion  proves  clearly  enough  the  importance  of 
the  trade  of  that  town. 

Marseilles  alone  stands  in  numerical  respect  above 
Havre.  In  the  same  year  the  amount  of  goods 
which  passed  through  the  warehouses  of  that  city 
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was  816,088,000  kilogramroeft,  consequently  almmt 
one  hair  nioru  thiin  in  Hiiit<'.  The  value,  <>n  the 
othtr  Itnnd,  wu  only  201,760,000  rnocs,»  i)»t  in 
this  respect  llw  excess  in  favour  of  Marseilles  was 
only  abuut  «cven  inilliona  of  franca.  Bui  irhat 
givi-*  gn-nicr  CQiUL-i)U(.-(KL- 1»  Havre  tlinn  M«r»nllei 
i«  (he  circumstance  that  Havre  i>  in  the  first  bloom 
of  youthful  proaperily  ;  that  it  is  only  in  about  lh« 
la&t  tuenty  yenrit  that  it  has  raitL-d itself  lo  the  rank 
of  one  of  the  tint  coininercial  towns  of  France ;  that 
it  iR  emending iwcminexiiitisfrtnn  year  to  ycBr,n«y, 
from  month  to  month.  Mnrscillcs  carries  on  the 
French  oi>inmercc  with  all  the  oiuntnea  coniiguotu 
to  the  Mcfliicrrnnoin;  Havre,  on  the  other  hand, 
ii  for  Fmncc  llic  entrepot  of  the  whole  woriti,  cx- 
ceptiii;;  ihf  Mwliicrrnncan.  Russia,  Swcticn,  Nor- 
way, Denmark,  Germany.  IMland,  Belgium.  Enf[> 
land,  Asia,  Africa,  and  Anverica,  tend  their  ships 
to  Havre,  ua  thi*  uicrchnnts  of  Havre  seiiil  iheir's  to 
ihoK-  cwtinlrit-K.  Thi*  Iruilc  is  incrcasiu<;  every 
year :  and,  if  of  late  the  same  is  the  case  witli  the 
Levant,  especially  by  means  of  Algiers,  yet  iba 
propurliun  is  very  far  infi-riiv. 

The  tiupcHt*  of  tiK  principal  articles  of  trade  from 
the  year  ISOS  to  t8S7  were  as  follows. 
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These  tables  may  suffice  to  afford  an  idea  of  the 
importance  (^  the  trade  of  Havre  id  general :  of 
cotton  I  shall  treat  separately  hereafter.  It  is  evi- 
dently on  the  increase.  The  year  1887  wnsa  severe 
one,  and  many  merchants  in  other  places  fell  under 
the  strokes  of  nuafortune.  In  Havre  not  a  nuf^le 
bouse  of  oonsequenoe  failed;  and  only  a  few  third  or 
fourth  rate  firme,  which  must  have  sunk  even  with- 
out tbe  crisis,  were  obliged  to  suspnid  their  pay- 
ments. But  what  fumidies  stronger  proof  of  the 
vital  energy  of  the  trade  of  Havre  is  that,  ia  spite 
of  this  crisis,  it  was  able  to  extend  its  connexions, 
and  even  to  establish  in  this  unfortunate  year  lines 
of  steam-vesseb  from  Havre  to  Caen,  to  Dunkirk, 
and  to  Rotterdaoi,  uid  one,  still  more  distant,  to 
Lisbon. 

In  the  year  1835,  the  government  purposed  to 
frame  a  new  tariff  of  duties.  On  this  occasion  the 
merchants  of  Havre  appointed  a  committee,  con- 
sisting of  the  elite  of  tbe  commercial  men  of  that 
town,  lo  consult  upon  the  interests  and  wants  of  the 
trade  of  Ha  vre  in  particular,  and  of  the  trade  of 
France  in  general,  as  well  as  upon  the  necewary 
principles  of  a  new  tariff  of  duties.  The  sentiments 
of  this  committee  may  be  taken  without  scruple 
for  those  of  the  majority  of  the  mercantile  class 
in  Havre;  and  I  shall  therefore  show  what  they 
were  Atom  the  principal  points  touched  upon  in 
the  "  Rapport  de  la  Commisuon  commerciale  du 
Havre  &  ses  Commettans,"  publis  bed  in  October 
1835. 
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In  rogard  to  iho  coal  quntion,  the  commitlce  dc- 
clai\-<)  (hot  foreign  con!  ought  iwH  to  pny  any  import 
duty,  but  onlyafceforwcif;hinf;.  In  liko  manner,  it 
decided  in  fai-our  of  the  free  importation  of  cost 
iron  and  mnctiim-ry,  on  payinvnt  of  a  mere  toll  on 
weighing.  In  iti«  mine  jpirit,  il  unaiiiinoufily  d«- 
ured  an  imrafdiatc  reduclionof  tbcdutjr  on  foreign 
iron  to  50  francs  upon  1000  kilogramnics.  rrtnork* 
ing  that  "  iron  wax  imported  duty-free  till  1814  ; 
that  t}»c  alterations  tbcn  inlrotlucod  werv  declared 
by  ihc  government  to  he  only  a  tcinpornry  meaMrre. 
and  that  the  continuance  of  the  existing  import  duty 
WB«  n  hresch  of  faith,  lending  Miiely  to  the  excluri« 
benefit  of  a  few,  to  whow  intcmls  it  wo*  not  right 
to  MicriGce  t)tc  intcrcu  of  all ;  that,  laitly,  it  was 
a  crying  injustice  to  attempt  toinipoite  upon  a  great 
nuDiber  of  hnmcheii  of  home  tnanufiiciure  the  oh. 
ligation  to  maintain  a  compclition  viih  similar 
bnnchea  of  fordgn  industry." 

As  to  foreign  wool,  the  oDcnmiltee  asMOted  only 
(o  an  import  duty  of  from  four  to  mi  per  cent,  ad 
valuretn.  it  observes  here  thai  in  Engbnil  foreign 
wool  could  formeriy  be  imported  duiy-frr«;  that, on 
tltc  rrmonuraiKcof  the  owners  of  flocks,  a  duty  was 
first  imposed  in  180S  of  5j.  3^.,  afterwards,  in  1813, 
of  6t.  8d.,  am),  lastly,  in  1819,  of  5G».  \wr  cmu: 
the  conwqucnoe  of  which  has  been  a  considerable 
diminution  in  the  ciuontity  of  cloih  expi>rtH),  and  of 
coursB  a  diminution  in  the  conmniptioo  and  n  re- 
duction in  the  price  of  native  wool. 

For  imported  corn  the  committee  proposed  «  uni* 
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fonn  duty  tor  all  Fnnce  of  twofrancfl  for  100  liilo- 
gninmei. 

LasUy,  the  questioo  relive  to  the  future  condt- 
tbu  of  the  colonies,  8  question  which  the  law  con* 
cvning  nigsr  only  rendered  more  complicated  than 
ever,  ia  thus  summed  up  by  the  committee : 

"  1.  Shall  the  droitt  d^erentieU  which  France 
allows  for  the  benefit  of  the  French  cdonies,  oa  a 
cotnpeniatioa  for  the  monopoly  which  France  exer- 
ciaea  towards  those  colonies,  be  aboliahed,  in  which 
cue  that  monopoly  itself  must  be  abolished,  that 
is  to  say,  on  the  one  hand,  the  French  colonies 
dull  beat  liberty  to  sell  their  productions  to  whom- 
soever they  please,  and,  on  the  other  hand,  all  fo- 
naga  productions  shall  be  permitted  to  be  imported 
by  French  shipson  paying  the  same  duties  as  French 
productions  ;  and,  as  a  necessary  consequence,  shall 
our  colonies  be  permitted  to  import  foreign  produc- 
tions in  foreign  vessels  on  paying  a  certain  duty,  or 
even  without  any  such  duty,  in  the  ships  of  foreign 
countries  which  grant  us  a  like  right  for  ihdr  colo- 
nies P     Or, 

*'  S.  If  all  the  conditions  of  the  first  part  of  the 
j»eceding  question  be  maintained,  shall  no  restric- 
tions be  laid  on  the  trade  which  our  colonies  might 
carry  on  with  foragn  countries  7  that  is  to  say,  shall 
they  have  a  right  to  import  the  productions  which 
they  require  for  their  consumption  from  all  coun- 
tries and  under  every  flag  without  any  compensating 
duties  ? 

"  The  committee  deoded  affirmatively  on  the  first 


«0 


HAVRE. 


put  cf  the  lint  quniion,  ■nd  the  majarit/  then 
declanxl  in  favour  of  ihe  exicDiion  of  thv  liberty 
granttKl  in  the  Ai-cond,  namely,  that  rur  colonies 
sliould  have  a  right  to  import  all  pruductiona  r«- 
c|uiMtr  fur  consiirnpuon,  under  any  flag  whaivver, 
without  any  droits  dijfercniieh." 

Thiu  (lid  itic  repreM^ntalivi^3  of  ilw  mcrcaotilc 
tUan  of  Havre  proiioiiiicv  in  fnvour  of  iIk>  comoier- 
cial  i-motKipation  of  ibe  colunict.  Tlic  advocates  of 
Ibb  syBtem  allied,  at  it  appearx  from  the  siaieinrat 
of  the  motives  for  the  abuvi'  dccitioii :  "  If  we  vish 
to  release  l''rancc  frorn  the  monopoly  of  the  colo- 
nics, we  desire  not  lliis  benefit  for  ourselves  alone, 
for  we  winti  ilie  colonies,  on  their  |uirt,  to  be  eman- 
cipated from  the  monopoly  which  ihe  mothcr-ooun- 
Iry  impnaOK  upon  tlicni.  Wcwish  that  our  colonics 
should  iiavc  liberty  to  procure  imobstrticted  from 
foreign  cominercc  all  such  productions  as  ihey  need 
for  their  con*umptiun,  if  French  commerce  cannot 
•upply  them  chejipcr,  or  at  least  as  cheaply.  We 
I  doirr,  further,  that  the  colonies  may  have  a  right 
to  sell  their  own  productions,  without  restriction,  to 
any  one  wlw  nuiy  offer  them  a  higher  price,  and 
that  they  may  find  in  this  faculty  a  prosperity  which 
at  pfvscnt  they  do  nut  eiijny,  and  whidi  the  manu- 
facture of  beet-root  sugar  is  far  from  promising 
them,  if  the  system  now  prevailing  be  coniimied." 

It  fell  originally  within  the  plan  of  the  committee 
to  proiwunoG  an  opinion  res|>ecting  the  tobacco  mo- 
nnpoly,  and  the  writer  of  the  report  says  in  the 
(mainble  to  it :  "  Tlte  monopoly  of  tobacco,  which 
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we  hod  ooiind««(l  u  a  particularly  impmant  quM- 
ticHi,  was  to  be  the  Hibject  of  our  last  discUMioiu. 
But,  after  the  enactmeac  of  the  law  which  prokugB 
the  existenoe  of  this  moaopoly,  and  after  Uie  reafr- 
lutioo  nnce  paieed  by  the  Chamber  to  institute  an 
inquiry  on  this  subject,  we  have  thought  it  right 
not  to  pursue  the  mnsideration  of  this  quettioD,  as 
it  appeared  to  us  undoubted  that,  if  this  inquiry 
takes  place  —  and  we  hope  that  it  will  take  place- 
it  will  lead  to  the  fulfilment  of  our  wishes  on  this 
important  subject,  that  is  to  say,  to  the  aboliticn 
of  a  monopoly  so  adverse  to  all  principles,  and  to 
the  imposition  of  some  other  tax  that  shall  satisfy 
at  once  the  wants  of  the  exchequer  and  the 
wishes  of  the  Iriends  to  freedom  of  trade  and  com- 
merce." 

How  far  the  hopes  of  the  committee  have  hitherto 
been  fulfilled  every  one  knows.  The  inquiry  seems 
to  have  lost  itself  in  the  bureaus  of  the  Chamber. 

To  characterise  still  more  strongly  the  spirit  of 
the  Havre  commercial  committee,  and  consequently 
(^  the  trading  class  there,  I  shall  subjoin  a  passage 
or  two  on  the  importation  of  iron,  likewise  trans- 
lated from  the  introduction  to  the  report  in  question. 
*'  The  principles  now  prevailing  relative  to  iron 
owe  thnr  origin  to  a  monstrous  abuse  of  the  exe- 
cutive power  which  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  people 
of  various  colours,  to  whom  the  events  of  1814  con- 
signed the  supreme  authority  in  France.  Justice  to 
the  memory  of  Louis  XVIII,  requires  us,  however, 
to  declare  here  what  is  universally  known,  that  thia 
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prince,  on  his  finit  reitirn  lo  FrmKe,  was  extremely 
avL-nc  lo  thin  im-osure.  But  it  was  nn  affiu'r  of  loo 
grrat  internt  for  those  to  wbom  wo  liarc  just  ad- 
Tcrted  not  to  be  pu»Iicd  Torward-  by  them  with  all 
their  iniglii.  The  rcpiiRiianoc  which  Louis  XVIII. 
hod  manifested  to  itiis  measure  was  thus  ovcrcomri. 
The  king,  neverlheleio,  gave  *ray  on  this  remark* 
■ble  ocrasiun  tm]y  im  n-cviving  an  auurance  that 

'this  Rieiuure  «hotilil  1m:  bui  ((-(n|>ornry,  and  iJiat  it 
was  mcrplj  destined  to  prevent  the  difficultica  in 
wbicb  ihe  proprietors  and  manufacturers  of  Frencli 
iron  would  be  i»volv(.-d  hy  the  refuAal  of  a  mo* 
menury  protcclioii.  Since  then  there  has  been  no 
want  of  illuMons  not  only  for  npholdiiig  iltc  rrgu* 
laiiona  of  1814.  but  for  aggravating  them  by  a  new 
lav  iiMied  in  1832. 

"  What  were  meanwhile  the  consequence*  of  this 
Uw?  Such  as  ibc  impartial  and  cicnr-sighled 
bad  fensecn  and  predi<-tccl.  The  dtchrtd  object  of 
the  law  was  a  protection  granted  to  the  Miwlting 
works;  but  iia  tecret  object  was  n  tribute  impoacd 

Libr  the  benefit  of  the  proprietors  of  forests  and 
forge*.  This  latter  object  was  attained,  and  that 
not  only  to  theinjury  of  the  country  in  general,  but 

[alio  to  the  injury  of  the  French  maxtcrit  of  imclting- 

Fliouses  in  |>arlicular,  who  were  not  themcelves 
owners  of  the  fuel  re<iuisite  for  their  business,  and 
who  thus  found  themitelvcs,  from  the  riie  in  iu 
price,  in  a  much  less  advantu)>eous  siiuntion  than 
they  would  have  been  if  things  had  been  left  cm 
their  former  footing. 
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**  Agahtst  ^e  oomeqaencei  that  must  necessarily 
result  from  the  existing  order  of  things  are  we  to 
place  the  regard  due  to  acquired  ri^ts?  But 
what,  we  would  ask,  is  the  meaning  of  acquired 
rigfata  ?  We,  for  our  parts,  allow  no  validity  to 
acquired  rights,  unless  they  have  been  rightfully 
acquired.  But  we  have  shewn  what  is  the  origin 
ofour  present  legislation  relative  toiron,  and  that  the 
so-called  r%hts  of  the  iron-masters  in  France  rest 
Bolefy  oa  a  manifest  and  intolerable  usurpation. 
Admitting  this,  is  it  not,  we  a^,  trampling  under 
foot  all  principles,  if  one  would  appeal  on  this 
question  to  the  respect  that  is  due  to  acquired 
rights  ?" 

Such  is  the  language  held  by  the  most  respect- 
able merchants  of  Havre  '.  The  revolution,  demo- 
cratic principles,  are  transfused  into  the  life  and 
blood  of  the  French.  We  shall  have  frequent  oc- 
camon  to  remark  this  elsewhere  in  the  msnufacturers, 
nay  even  in  the  funcUonaries  of  the  state. 

But  to  return  to  ^e  report.  The  committee 
pn^xned  also  a  new  law  of  customs,  and  expressed 
its  sentiments  on  that  subject,  as  well  as  on  the 
present  r^ulations,  in  the  introduction  to  the  re- 
port. 

"  If,"  it  is  there  said,  "  we  examine  the  existing 
tariff  of  the  customs,  we  shall  soon  convince  our- 
selves that  the  trade  and  manufactures  of  France 
are  governed  by  a  code  which  is  every  where  at 
variance  with  itself,  which  is  based  on  false  prin- 
ciples, and  is  adverse  not  only  to  the  general  wants 
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of  ihe  cutintry,  but  iI«o  to  the  inten-Kt  of  private 
individuals,  which  the  code  appc«n  (o  kcqj  in  view. 

**  In  the  latter  puint,  for  instance,  are  dui  the 
most  striking  cuntnidiclion*  exhibited  by  th«  *yMein 
oT  our  ftibiii II iM ration,  whea.  on  the  on«  hand,  it 
declares  un  every  oceuiun  that  il  aims  at  giving 
native  iaduslry  the  advantage  over  forvign,  while, 
on  the  other,  il  nr*rr  ccomv  to  witlihuld  fntm  this 
industry  the  most  natural  means  of  ctiabling  it  to 
defy  oompetitiun,  inasmuch  as  it  deprives  it  uf  these 
foreign  mw  materialN,  the  like  to  which  arv  pro- 
duced by  France,  no  matler  on  wluii  condiiiona.^ 
This  Bysiem  has  hitherto  produced  totally  different 
restilta  rn>ni  wlmt  were  expected  at  tlie  time  of  ita 
adoption. 

"  On  tills  important  subject  the  Conitilucni 
Assembly  mi  an  example  for  true  principles  ;  for, 
in  its  wisdom,  it  either  wholly  exempted  raw  ai»< 
teriala,  a^  well  as  all  artidt-s  of  subsistence  of  the 
great  mOM.  or  subjected  them  lu  very  trifling  import 
dmifv.  The  men  of  that  great  epoch,  while  ihcy 
TOted  the alxtlitioii  ofull  uncieni  pritJlL^-s  of  which 
BtOHt  uf  them  hiul  inhcritetl  Mtnv  from  iheir  nnixs< 
tors,  would  never  have  been  capable  of  conceiving 
tlic  idea  of  establiiihing  for  their  own  advantage 
other  privilege*  a  hundred  time;)  more  detrimental 
to  the  general  iiitrrvst  tlian  tlwiv  whidi  titey  bad 
destroyed." 

In  regard,  lastly,  to  the  pnnciples  on  which  a 
■Kw  customs  regulation  ought  to  be  framed,  the 
committee  d.-d  J  re  J  itself. 
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"  1.  For  SO  immedute  reductioa  oT  Uie  import 
datj  OD  raw  nuitniala  to  i  very  low  nUe ;  and, 

"  3.  For  the  fiuDg  ot  a  maximuiii  of  20  per  cent, 
for  the  import  duty  od  all  other  productions.'" 

FrotQ  Jl  this  I  think  I  may  venture  to  uy  that 
the  mercaotile  class  oi  Havre  in  general  etpouset 
the  prindples  of  the  progrit  and  of  free  trade ;  nay, 
I  might  go  further,  and  asserr  that  the  merchants, 
who,  in  every  political  struggle,  have  shewn  them- 
selves the  most  decided  partisans  of  ihejtute  tailimtf 
who  frequently  belong,  as  we  have  elsewhere  seen, 
to  the^nruj;  de  mod^ation,  are,  on  all  commercial 
questions,  real  JacotnnB,  who  cannot  endure  any 
monopolies  or  privileges,  no  matter  whether  be- 
longing to  nohility  or  bourgeouie,  and  who  do  not 
even  respect  acquired  rights  if  they  have  not  been 
rightfully  acquired. 

Whence  this  contradiction  P  Among  the  parties 
called  forth  by  the  new  constitution  of  things  in 
1830,  the  republican  soon  drove  the  others  into  the 
bock-ground;  and  among  the  republicans  there 
were  individuals  who  attracted  notice  by  their  un- 
practical principles,  some  of  them  dreaming  of  ao 
absolute  equality,  others  striving  to  justify  the 
memory  of  Robespierre.  The  friends  of  the  go- 
vernment contrived  to  profit  by  these  views  of  a 
portion  of  the  republican  party ;  and  soon  the 
majority  of  the  nation,  or  at  least  of  the  nation 
officielk,  as  the  electors  are  here  styled,  were  repub- 
licans, nothing  hut  advocates  of  the  lex  agraria  and 
the  supremacy  of  the  guillotine.     So  long  as  the 
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Mniggle  with  the  republicanc  continued,  every  one, 
to  wh«l  nppoitilion  wh-vit  lie  bi-tonj:^,  «ho  »hcw»d 
liimsvlf  adverse  to  the  gavcrnment,  was  rcgohlc-d  as 
an  auxiliary  of  the  republicans  and  cDodeinncd  with 
them. 

The  commercial  world  in  Havre  Dtnr  uw  in  the  r^ 
public  H  new  Kuropcaui  war,  and  had  ttot yet  forgotten 
that,  during  the  war*  of  Nit|x>li-o»,  groM  grew  in 
the  strccUof  the  town.  It  was  thervforc  but  natunl 
that  the  majority  tihuuld  energetically  espouw  the 
cau*e  of  the  governmc-nt,  in  the  siabtlity  of  which 
aJoiH*  they  omld  exjicct  security  for  their  interesi*. 
Thus,  in  all  political  siruggles  tbcy  became  par- 
tisans of  theJuAle  mi/int. 

Where,  on  the  other  hand,  polities  were  ne« 
concerned,  people  could  resign  thcmsi-lves  to  their 
fwlings,  which  were  governed  by  the  events  of  tbe 
past  and  by  the  )x»ition  of  Havre;  and  thvtt 
was  mnnilcstcd  the  real  ehanctcr  of  the  trade  of 
Havre. 

The  merehanu  of  Havre  rou^t  nccewarily  be  in 
their  principli's  the  democrats  of  commerce.  They 
fiave  no  innnufaclurk'^,  no  forests,  no  coal  and  iron- 
works to  rejiresent ;  ibcy  are  the  agents  of  all  France. 
It  caoROt  suffice  them  that  one  class,  even  though 
it  were  the  whole  of  tlte  bourgroirit,  is  in  a  aatift. 
factory  state ;  for  if,  on  the  other  lund,  the  great 
mass  is  distressed,  there  is  a  stagniilitm  in  the  trade 
of  Havre,  which  supplie»  *c>  much  as  one  fourth  of 
the  deniaiidi  of  all  Fiance  ;  while  these  decrease  or 
increase  according  as,  out  one  doss,  but  the  whole 
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mam  of  the  people  —  not  perbRps  ooe  millioo,  but 
■1)  the  thirty^two  millions  of  (he  French — are  in  a 
ntiifactory  state,  or  ttot. 

Havre  must,  therefore,  be  the  repreaentatiTe  of 
the  public  weal  <^  the  whole,  and  as  such  it  will 
amiredlif,  in  time,  display  its  hostility  to  the  theory 
of  M.  Guicot  and  the  govennnent. 

The  views  of  the  mereantile  cIbsb  of  Havre  an 
fiir  more  extennre  than  those  of  the  same  class  in 
any  c^  the  other  commercial  towns  of  France.  They 
rtaod  on  the  topmost  summit  of  the  mountain,  and 
overlodc  five  divisions  of  the  world.  In  constant 
tntercoarse  with  England  and  America,  they  there 
find  patterns,  who  give  them  daily  fresh  lessons  on 
the  high  ioterests  of  trade,  and  point  out  to  them 
what  urgently  requires  to  be  done,  or  the  rocks 
which  tbey  ought  to  avoid.  Hence  their  notions 
respecting  free  trade ;  hence  their  enmity  to  every 
thing  that  looks  like  monopoly  and  privilege,  at 
least  in  commerce. 

Hence  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  the 
mercantile  class  of  Havre  will  really  form,  in  time, 
an  opposition  against  the  government,  because  its 
views  rest  on  a  totally  different  basis  from  those  of 
the  latter.  The  local  interests  of  Havre  will  per- 
haps only  forward  this  transformation,  as  these,  of 
importance  to  all  France,  require  considerable  sums, 
which,  in  the  present  state  of  things,  with  a  military 
peace  establishment  on  the  war  footing,  are  scarcely 
to  be  raised.  Havre  feels  itself  cramped  by  the 
fordfications,  and  desires  their  demolition  ;  but  the 
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«ngineer  tlcpannicnt  dvtitrM  thai  tbey  sliould  be 
muntnined.  Thr  baKins  be^n  to  Ix'  in;ul<»{uate( 
■lul,  to  avoid  being  obliged  to  undt'rlakc  fresh 
works  every  ten  years,  it  U  necessary  at  odoc  to 
comroence  new  ones  on  a  lar^  scale.  The  trade  of 
Havre,  nioreuvcr,  denian<ls  dockii,  and  lastly  the 
seu-sand  ihrevilcns  to  choke  up  the  cnlranoe  of  th« 
harbour,  and  this  produces  a  necessity  fur  other 
ooi]Hiderable  hydraulic  works,  dykes,  and  canals. 
For  many  years  the  trade  of  Havre  lua  been  pro* 
posing  all  these  improvements  wlitch.  to  Paris,  in 
committees  elected  there,  investigating  there,  dvcw 
ding  ttiere,  have  to  CDCounter  the  prejudices  of  the 
engineers  and  llie  officers  of  ll>e  po»ti  ei  cAaiw* 
tin. 

In  the  report  of  the  Havre  committee,  to  which  I 
have  so  frequently  rt^crred,  it  prupused  that  depu- 
ties should  be  sent  from  all  the  vomravrdal  towns  of 
Fnutoe  lo  Paris,  to  forn>  then-  n  congress  for  the 
fiactinion  of  all  disputable  commercial  questions. 
This  would  have  l>een  a  sort  of  Constituent  A^ 
Mmbly  of  trade,  and,  as  that  effected  a  political  re- 
Tolution,  so  would  tbiH  bring  about  a  cua)merci4U 
revolution.  This,  too,  M.  Duchatel,  the  then  mi- 
nister of  cofomercr,  seemed  to  apprehend ;  and  he 
preferred  cooEulling  the  stated-general,  that  is  to  say, 
in  order  to  anticipate  the  democralically.e]ected  oom- 
merciol  coagma,  the  commercial  inquiry  was  lasl^ 
lutnl  by  the  minister.  He  wrote  at  the  same  tioM 
to  oil  (he  chambers  of  commerce,  to  inducf  them  to 
oppose  the  election  of  members  of  congress,  and 
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thU  they  did  with  auccess.  But  for  that  proposal 
of  a  genera]  congrew,  originating  with  Havre,  and 
apfHYived  every  where  else,  the  inquiry  coaceming 
traide,  which  was  destined  solely  to  ^strate  that 
scheme,  and  has  had  scarcely  any  other  result,  would 
never  have  taken  place. 

But  who  can  answer  for  it  that,  precnaely  on  ac- 
count of  the  ioutiUty  of  that  inquiry,  the  idea  of  a 
commerdal  congress  may  not  be  again  taken  up 
sooner  or  Uter,  and  then  •  commercial  revolutioo 
heffa  ?  I,  for  one,  would  not  guarantee  this.  The 
Chamber,  compoeed  chiefly  of  land-owners,  who  are 
led  by  the  greatest  proprietors  of  woods  and  iron 
works,  (with  the  civil  list  itself  at  their  head)  seems 
at  least  not  to  think  of  the  radical  reforms  demanded 
by  commerce,  or  if  it  does  think  of  them,  it  seems 
to  do  so  merely  for  the  purpose  of  rendering  then 
impossble. 

But,  whatever  turn  all  these  matters  may  take  in 
future,  there  is  no  doubt  that  Havre,  from  its  pou- 
tion,  will  stedfastly  adhere  to  the  principles  of  free 
trade. 

I  cannot  quit  this  subject  without  adverting  to 
one  or  two  particular  drcumstances. 

The  sugar  law  has  lately  revived  the  question  of 
the  eroandpation  of  the  colonies.  The  colonies  are 
no  longer  in  a  condition  to  compete  with  the  home- 
made sugar,  and,  therefore,  applied  for  permission 
to  dispose  of  th«r  sugars  to  other  countries.  The 
Havrechamberofcommerce,  being  asked  its  opinion 
by  the  minister,  declared  itself  against  this  applica- 
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tton  of  th«  colonies.  One  tniglit  Itence  &up|>[>nc  iliat 
thr  £«-niinit;iitK  of  tlte  nivrcnntik  diiM  of  Hiivn;  on 
this  £ubJ€c1  had  changnl  umx  1835,  as  the  above- 
mcnttoned  commiuee  expres-tcd  iite-lf  in  fuvmir  of 
an  almost  uniimitMl  commercial  cntuocipatiuti  of  tbv 
coloDKs.  The  iiuijoniy  of  tlie  nwrchanls  of  Havre 
think  oi)  this  point  just  ai  they  did  three  or  four 
years  n;^-  Thi-  members  uf  tiie  diiiiiibcr  of  com- 
merce, on  ihv  contrary,  liap|xn  most  of  tliem  to  be 
pcraonalfif  iotereKlcd  in  iho  tnaiDienance  of  (h«  co- 
lonial itytem-  'i*lie  colonies  onu  large  stuns  (o  th« 
French  nvcrchantK,  and  theKeare  ininnrt  periodically 
pud,  or  at  least  covered  by  goods  sent  to  itieir 
oreditoM!.  Of  course  the  nioimtit  the  coainiendol 
eniaocipntion  of  the  colonies  should  be  scknow- 
l«dged,  their  creditors  would  lose  this  iheir  ]irinctpal 
guarantee,  for  th«  goods  would  ihcn  to  a  certainty 
be  Ecnl  to  foreign  pons.  In  lite  Havre  chamber 
of  commerce  the  creditors  of  (be  colonies  oonsiitute 
t)»e  majority,  and  this  accounts  fur  ll>e  contnuUe* 
tioo. 

A  second  important  ctrcumttanre  is  the  e8ia)iti«h- 
ment  of  a  Havre  bank.  The  negoctalions  occo^ 
sioncn)  by  lhi»  plan,  before  it  va*  r^mfirmed,  are 
likewise  highly  cliuructeri«tic  ot  ilic  sfMht  prevailing 
in  Havre, 

M.  Rahhaxard,  secretary  to  the  oommerciat  com- 
QUttee,  and  writer,  iu  a  gn-nl  meniure,  at  llie  report 
of  1835,  inooDk-stably  one  of  the  cleverest  of  hts 
profenion,  uud  who,  moreover,  owes  his  preaent 
|Mantioo  to  industry  and  tagacily,  pru|XMed  tlinw  or 
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Tour  yean  ago,  at  the  lime  when  the  crisis  uss  most 
scTerely  felt,  the  erection  of  a  Havre  local  bank  for 
ij&cililating  th«  circulation  of  inrincy.  TKe  Gmt-rate 
merclianu  could  Karoi-ly  bi-  [)li.-ti.->Ml  to  mv  tuch  a 
project  orifjiiiale  uiih  a  trader  of  the  M-cond  class, 
and,  thcrclbre,  ivfused  to  take  any  sliarc  in  the  bank 
speculatton.  The  unallcr  traders,  on  the  other 
hand,  pen-eivcd  in  ■^iich  a  bank  a  ray  of  linpv,  and 
Cfobraccfl  tile  plan  wilhiiut  hcsitatioti.  The  provi- 
sional shares  in  the  hank  soon  rose,  and  in  a  very 
sbori  time  the  miltion^  destined  fur  ii  were  sub- 
scribed. 

But  the  commereukl  ori>t()Cracy,  which  hiid  pro- 
bably conceived  that  without  its  aid  a  bank  could 
not  pcKuibly  be  efltabli^heil,  was  di.tpleaiKHl  at  its 
suoecM.  aitd  fell  that  it  w.-is  on  the  point  of  liaving 
tlie  means  of  its  former  influence,  money,  wrci>ted 
from  iiH  band;  and  tiiat  its  contwqueuce  would 
Eufler  if  the  eiiierprize  were  to  be  w-coiiiplished 
witliout  it.  lis  members,  therefore,  resolved  also 
10  iMue  propo«iaU  for  u  l»ink  on  a  much  more  ex- 
umaivc  Kale  than  that  of  M.  Balthazardj  and, 
after  llie  latter  had  arranf;^  with  the  minister  of 
oomnterce  for  the  cotitir motion  of  bi»  plan,  after 
the  Havre  chamber  of  uoiiiinvrce  and  the  bank  of 
France  liad  «Ire.idy  Kivcn  their  upiniim  in  favour  of 
it,  the  comnwrcial  aristocracy  of  Mavi-e  published  a 
new  project,  and  the  first  houses  of  Havre  and 
Paris,  and  cvvii  iiumy  abroad,  jtuon  Mib.seriix-d  for 
^I  forget  boo-  many  hundred  millions.  This  new 
plan,  however,  could  do  no  more  than  delay  the  first 


L 


LOCAL  BA!«K. 


47 


sub. 


four  jean  ago,  at  the  tiiiiv  whvn  the  criais  was  most-J 
•evcrcly  felt,  the  erection  of  a  Havre  local  bank  for 
iodlitaiini;  the  circuUition  of  money.  The  lin4>rUe 
merctiantA  could  scarcely  be  pleased  to  see  such  a 
project  (>ri};ii)ate  wiili  a  trailer  of  the  secnod  cL 
and,  ihercfore,  refused  to  tukc  any  iJiarc  iu  the  bank 
■peculation.  The  snuiller  tnidiT»,  on  the  other 
hand,  percciv«ii  in  such  a  bnnk  a  ray  of  liope, , 
erabracuHl  chv  plan  without  hesitation.  The 
sional  shares  in  the  bank  soon  rose,  and  in  «  ve 
short  time  the  millions  destitted  fur  it  were 
scribaJ. 

But  the  cutnmerciAl  aristocracy,  whicb  hod  pro. 
bably  conceived  lh«t  without  its  aid  a  bank  could 
not  possibly  be  established,  was  displeased  at  iu 
success,  and  fell  that  it  wait  on  the  point  of  lionnf^ 
ilic  means  of  iiM  forii>cr  influence,  money,  wrestMJ 
from  its  lintid ;  und  that  lU  consequeooe  would 
suifer  if  the  eiitorprizc  were  Iu  be  acooa|lliih^ 
witlioiit  it.  Its  members,  therefore,  rcwlva}  al^ 
to  iwuc  proiXKiaW  for  a  bank  on  a  much  Bore  ^,_ 
tensive  sc/ik-  than  that  of  M,  HulthattPd^ 
after  the  liiller  1i:m1  arranged  with  the  DWMt 
commerxw  for  the  eoi>(iruinlitHi  of  fail  pi^, 
the  Havre  ebumbcr  of  coiniivcrcc  and  tkc  ^ 
France  luid  already  given  their  opioiwii 
it,  the  cotnmertial  uristocrncy  of  Unrm  \ 
new  project,  und  the  first  houM  ef  tbmt , 
Pari*,  and  even  miniy  abroad,  mm  mlmaik^  fc^  i 
—I  forget  bow  ntaiiy  hundndMftilK  nwarw 
plan,  however,  could  do  do  noR  -^m  iili^  Ae  fc^ 
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for  a  time.  In  spile  of  all  ilic  dTorU  of  tlic  Paris 
and  Havre  bankt-n,  tht-  indi'rntijpibli;  rxert»un>  of 
M.  Bnllhaziuxl  and  his  friends  Guccccdcd  in  ests- 
bliihing  tile  justice  of  hia  cause,  and  in  obtaining 
the  confirmaiion  of  the  pro[tostd  bnnL,iin  condition 
that  the  intended  capital  kIioiiUI  be  iiKmu-tl  by  a 
few  millions  for  the  subscribers  to  tl>c  second  pro- 
ject. 

This  was  the  victory  of  the  tiert-/Jal,  or  the 
bOHrgeoUie  of  the  trade  of  HiTrr.  Till  tlKii  a 
certain  limited  number  of  wealthy  merchonts  in 
Havre  bad  taken  tlie  lead  on  every  oc-cosion,  and 
bevn  at  the  hew)  of  all  raaiters,  as  well  in  the  muni- 
cipal council,  AS  in  tlic  chamber  of  commerce,  and 
the  Iribonal  of  commerce.  M.  Balihazurd  became 
director  of  tbc  bank  ;  the  majority  of  the  gorernoni 
likewise  belonged  to  the  middle  cUsm  o(  iradem. 
Tlie  consequences  of  litis  victory  soon  ajipearcd  in 
other  elections,  to  that  a  sort  of  regeneration,  m  il 
may  be  called,  has  taken  place  here. 

Il  would  be  difficult  to  decide  what  infliieiM:c  thi* 
may  lune  in  tbc  sequel  for  the  ninintMiaiKC  of  the 
principles  (o  which  I  have  adverted  ;  but  il  appears 
to  me  that  a  new  generation,  with  the  above>nien- 
lioned  srntiiT^ents,  fouitded  on  the  wants  and  the 
position  of  Havre,  cannot  be  without  results  for  the 
eonimerce  of  that  lown,  and,  con*e<)uently,  tbccoin< 
merce  of  France. 

Antong  the  many  branches  of  trade  carried  on 
in  Havre,  that  in  cotton  is  indisputably  the  moat 
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important,  u  the  fcdlowing  BiatemeDt  wiil  demon- 
strate. 


latbe 

Importation. 
Btiet. 

ExporUiion  and 

CnaiDmptkin. 

Bale*. 

Ytu 

Fnnce. 

H4Tre. 

France. 

H.Tre. 

1825 

3U4.6T2 

130,Gtl 

316,460 

121.644 

6 

320.174 

214,085 

281,001 

163.585 

» 

290,S17 

169,274 

379.693 

166,774 

B 

306,132 

141.735 

239,723 

161.235 

9 

243,330 

175,930 

364.780 

185.430 

—10 

282.752 

191,ieS 

250.784 

163.686 

1 

21b, 393 

I37.5ni 

243.813 

164,501 

2 

259,  IS9 

184,228 

273.463 

185.228 

3 

305,633 

210.593 

2-6.387 

ly3.5a3 

1 

274,307 

201,419 

301,fi52 

213,419 

5 

3M.42S 

214.509 

30H,736 

217,709 

B 

397,23;i 

ZSO.^Sti 

3^7.212 

233.686 

^'"' 

344,186 

248.859 

360,760 

261.359 

According  to  this  account,  the  importatiun  of 
Havre  a  to  that  of  all  France  as  about  24 :  34,  and 
the  exportation  and  consumption  as  S6  :  HG.  From 
1826  to  1837  the  importation  of  cotton  increased  in 
all  France  in  the  proportion  of  30 :  34,  and  in 
Havre  of  12:  24;  the  exporution  and  consump. 
tioii  in  all  France  from  21 :  36,  in  Havre  from  12 : 
26.  The  importaiion  into  all  France  ruse,  there, 
fore,  14 :  34,  and  in  Havre  17 :  34 ;  the  exporta- 
tion and  the  consumption  in  France  65 :  156,  and 
in  Havre  91 :  156.  The  cotton  trade,  therefore,  is 
ooQcentraiing  itself  more  and  more  in  Havre,  and 
this  town  will,  certainly,  be  in  a  short  time  the  only 
entrepot  of  that  commodity. 
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Tho  great  conimcrciol  cnsis  was  particulurly  frit 
in  ihia  branch  of  trade.    MiDions  upon  tiiillions 
were  lost  in  Havri;  iilone.     It  appears  a«  ibauf^h 
ihU  crWin  Imd  nut  Iwcn  iltc  folc  cautk-  of  iIkx  many 
losto.     The  drciiiDstancc  tJint  in  18^  a  ouniiidc- 
rablc  quaoiity  of  coltoo  wot  sold,  that  in  thu  Imincb 
the  importera  gainvd  large  sums,  catisnl  a  ccriun 
number  of  mmiliantn  who  had  never  bought  cotton 
before,  or  who  lind    taken  it  of  the  importers,  to 
•end  ilieir  orders  lo  America,  so  that  the  number  of 
imponen  wax  thereby  increased,  and  the  number  of 
ptirdiucrs  diminished.     The  prtKluciivi-netts  of  the 
In^l  crop  in  America  soon  led  the  pirrclMarra  to 
hope  for  belter  prices,  and  thus  the  number  of  tlte 
hitter  became  for  Uie  moment  aill  smaller,  and  the 
embarrassment  of  the  importers  so  much  the  greater : 
ibe  inferior   huuie*  were  obli^-d  to  m-II  at   lower 
pricrf,  nuil  perhaps,  ctch  without  the  money  crini', 
there  might  still  hare  been  a  cotton  crisis  in  Havre 
and  iu  Liverpool,  where  similar  drcumsianco  had 
taken  plnee.  The  crtsik  only  coniribtitci]  to  increase 
ibcanbiirriminent.  Owing  toihe»carcilyof  money, 
the  prices  of  manufaciiired  goods  fell,  to  llml  ihey 
were  no  longer  in  proportion  with  those  of  the  raw 
material,  and  the  miinufaciorie)>  sio[)ped.    The  want 
of  money  had  throughout  all  I-'rancL-  a  furtlier  re- 
sult, whidi  was  felt  the  mora  wmibly  here.     Tba 
great  mnjority  of  the  mnnufacliircr*  have  no  flouting 
es}ni«l,  no  reudy  money,  niili  whk-h  they  nuiy  mak« 
their  putehitscs.  They  are,  tberefote,  obliged,  niicn- 
cTer  ihey  buy,  to  carry  their  bill*  lo  iho  bankers. 
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the  moment  the«c  cloae  iliL-ir  oolTers,  m<M  of 
le  manuructUTiiMi  must  nvcessaril)-  slaml  Mill. 
All  these  things  together,  and  probably  there 
may  hare  been  many  other  cauneH,  explain  how  it 
happened  thai  in  the  fint  three  months  of  1837 
little  innrv  than  half  the  ([U«nttty  of  cotton  told  in 
the  corresponding  period  of  the  preceding  year  wa* 
disposed  of  (1836,  109,Siiii  bales;  1837,'  66,037 
bales.) 

We  see,  moreover,  from  the  aimve,  from  the  in- 
iiCDCe  of  the  money  eriei^  which  after  all  iii  the 
rinapol  p<»nl,  how  all  things  at  the  present  day 
retail  into  one  another,   and  how  the  standing 
itill  of  u  single  wheel  is  suHtctent  to  pruduee  a  stop- 
page of  the  whole  curious  and  coniphcated  machine. 
'Were  we  to  seek  the  consequences  of  this  idea,  the 
final  cause  of  the  commercijil  events  which  have  of 
late  yc-ur*  shaken  ihv  whole  world,  we  ^lioidil  be 
U>  gTX>und  (hat  is  very  slippery,  and  where  it  i» 
to  but  few  to  walk  with  firm  step.     I  shuU, 
fore,  stick  to  cotton. 
At  tlie  time  when  the  crisis  was  at  its  height, 
when  the  cotton  speculators  frequently  lusi  a  hun- 
dred ihousatid  francs  in  ime  day,  and  every  fiesh 
post  threatened  them  with  ruin,  1  was  in  ihc  habit 
of  frequenting  the  pAchange.    Not  a  trace  of  inward 
anxiety  was  pvroepliblc  in  tlie  manner  and  iH-liuviour 
of  the  mcTx:hants,     And  ihis  pained  my  heart  more 
than  if  they  had  lamented  and  wept  over  tlieir  mis- 
fortunt-s.     What  muM  have  been  the  feelings  of 
tbcw  people,  while  talking  with  calm,  imperturbabW 
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countenADcu  aboui  coltoD,  it  is  noi  difEcull  lo  a> 
txivff,  Houm;  oihI  lioiuv,  wife  and  faniily,  the  gsiiu 
of  twenty  years,  tlit^  hopes  uf  n  pruvicion  fur  ihu 
(uturi-t  the  portion  of  a  beloved  daughter,  were  nt 
tiukct  and  the  exploMon  of  a  single  failure  might 
invuire  twenty  utlicr  houK«  in  ruin,  Tlk-  [>Taeiued 
eye  uf  the  physiugnumist  ileti-cis  traces  of  such  nao- 
menia  iu  thu  features  of  alnioai  every  merchaul ; 
tlii-v  arv  lo  lie  found  in  the  liearts  of  all :  for  »ueti 
situations  recur  loo  often  nut  to  leave  iniU-libIc 
marks  behind  theni.  Every  inciehaDt  ha»  thought 
Ml  ufien  of  the  poMibility  of  his  own  ruin,  Uiat 
most  cim  hear  of  that  of  a  fnvnd.  nay  even  • 
lirotlurf,  alino»l  with  unconcern-  These  ince«sant 
itileitK  hopes  and  feartt  must,  in  the  end,  blunt  alt 
lli«  humane  feelingHiind  almunt  necessarily  turn  the 
uienJiant  into  a  cold  cak-iilulor.  He-  bus  perhaps 
asaittcd  a  frieiid  in  distress,  and  the  next  hour  h« 
receives  ait  account  wbiih  robs  him  uf  all  the  ntt 
iif  his  prD(Hny,  and  plungvs  liim  the  deeper,  as  at 
this  moment  Ite  lias  not  at  his  comiiund  what  he 
Iiaa  Km  lo  his  friend.  He  was  perhupe  buoiane  till 
he  had  to  do  with  a  swindler  or  a  i\u\k. 

AccuM  hiiu  not,  if  he  is  deaf  lo  the  vmcff  of  hu* 
inanity ;  he  lus  worked  in  a  Mliop  wbctx.'  the  constant 
clank  uf  heavy  hammers  upon  the  ringitij;  nietal 
bita  dt^iroyvd  his  heiiring.  The  shop  !  ilie  shop  I 
that  IS  the  evil ;  but  huu'  to  di!i|ien«e  with  it,  hotr 
ID  rrnder  it  »uperBiM>us,  would  be  a  prlw  t|ueslioa 
fur  wbieli  ihc  treasures  of  ihe  most  productive  gold 
mitie  bhouUl  be  o6efrd.     But,  exu-rually  rold  as 
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the  merchant  appean  to  us  at  the  moiamt  when 
his  all  is  at  stake,  still  the  disease  is  raging  within. 
His  resolutions  at  such  times  are  like  nervous  con- 
vulsions. An  accidental  word  is  to  him  a  ray  of 
hope,  and  he  seeks  and  grasps  the  plank  floating 
upon  the  waves. 

Something  like  this  was  witnessed  here  in  the 
days  of  the  crius,  when  M.  Balthazard  brought 
forward  his  bank  scheme.  Frequently  had  he  before 
[Koposed  such  a  bank,  but  his  plan  had  been  disre- 
garded. But  now  the  inferior  merchants  perceived 
in  it  a  ray  of  hope  for  th^rdcpressed  situation,  and 
caught  eagerly  at  the  idea.  Shares  soon  ro$e,  and 
then  every  body  wanted  to  buy.  The  bank  for  a 
tnoinent  usurped  the  place  of  cotton.  Men  who 
saw  themselves  on  the  brink  of  ruin,  who  were  no 
longer  masters  of  a  few  thousand  francs,  Gul>scribed 
for  a  hundred  or  a  thousand  shares,  with  a  view  to 
sell  them  in  a  few  days,  and  with  the  profit  to  re- 
lieve themselves  from  their  embarrassments.  Thus 
inashorttJme  the  requisitemillions  were  subscribed. 
The  bank,  therefore,  is  the  legitimate  daughter  of 
the  money  crisis  and  th^cotton  crisis. 

Upon  the  whole,  cotton  here  plays  the  principal 
part,  and  much  that  is  said  and  done  may  at  last 
easily  be  translated  into  the  magic  word,  cotton. 
The  whole  town  feets  this  influence,  and  cotton  is 
the  barometer  of  its  prosperity.  Bakers  and 
butchers,  cofiee-houses  and  wine-houses,  labourers 
and  seamen,  are  only  one  great  galvanic  chain,  for 
which  cotton  is  the   somewhat  material  magnetic 
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■park  (hat  runs  through  and  wbtdir  it ;  nod  when 
this  is  wanting  every  tiling  is  at  a  stand-still,  all  Iie« 
fallow.  The  cotton  crim,  therefore,  was  fell  in 
every  part  of  Havre,  and  not  ttil  it  was  over  did 
the  people  thprc  begin  to  breathe  more  freely. 

That  ntmosl  every  thing  here  may  be  trans- 
lated into  cotton,  I  have  frequently  haJ  occa- 
■ion  to  retnarli  in  \mi  serious  moments,  nay,  I  have 
even  wen  perwns  playing  ot  cards,  in  theCerdadu 
Commerce,  to  Rvoid  saying  so  many  franks,  slake  a 
bale  of  cotton  upon  a  card.  The  first  (jimlion  and 
Uio  last,  (he  vUima  ratio  of  great  part  ot  the  Ilavrt 
world,  is  cotton.  Loyally  a«  lliey  are  in  general 
dispoced  towards  tlie  king,  they  arc  far  more  m- 
oerely  devoted  to  cotton ;  and  they  would  to-mor-fl 
row  change  their  sentiu>cnt.t  and  their  creed  to  r^ 
publican  or  MalM^muinn,  if  the  Republic  or  the 
Graitd  Signor  could  in  like  manner  be  translated 
into  cotton,  if  they  were  capable  of  guaranteeing  a 
better  price  for  it  an<]  n  certain  demand  fur  a  few 
yc«rs  to  come.  But  as  this  is  not  exactly  possible, 
they  remain  what  they  are,  and  never  swear  by  any 
thing  liighrr  tlian  "  A'cm  de  colon!  vive  Lcmit 
Philippe!"  , 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

State  of  Soeiet;  tt  Umm—  Eiprit  in  ths  Capital  and  the  Pn»- 
Tincea — Sepantioa  of  theaeiai  in  companj — Arta  and  Sciaocei 
— Havre  Literary  Society — PablJc  Library — M.  Corbiire  and 
bii  NaTkl  NotcIb — M.  Morlents — Archives  of  Havra — Dronin, 
tbe  Marine  Paioter— Huical  fliaaa— A  Viail^-The  Theatre. 

Wk  are  in  tbe  Passion  week ;  Easter,  the  fes- 
tival of  joy,  is  at  the  door,  while  the  snow  lies  six 
inches  deep  on  the  roof^  and  in  the  streets ;  and  on 
the  window-panes  the  dreams  of  the  night  are 
frozen  into  flowers  and  arabesques.  Bad  weather 
is  every  where  an  unwelcome  guest,  but  in  a  French 
provincial  town  a  real  misfortune.  In  all  Havre 
there  is  not  a  single  reading-room,  and  in  the 
coffee-houses  you  hear  nothing  but  the  clatter  of 
dotninoes  on  the  cold  marble  tables.  In  all  the 
towns  of  France,  down  to  the  very  smallest,  every 
thing  is  an  imiuuon  of  tbe  Paris  pattern.  What 
in  Paris  strikes  at  least,  if  it  does  not  attract,  by  its 
magnitude  or  by  its  novelty,  excites  in  the  country, 
inasmuch  as  it  is  a  copy,  a  caricature,  of  Parisian 
life,  sincere  pity,  frequently  head-ache,  and  in  ge- 
neral yawning  and  ennui,  when  a  person  comes  from 
Paris  and  has  there  seen  what  is  new  in  the  country 
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expire  rounths,  nay  pcrliap*  yuan,  ago  of  old  sgi 
and  helped  tu  ncorl  it  to  the  grave.  In  a  French  pro- 
«inci.il  lowD,  you  muBt  either  turn  hermit,  or,  what 
IB  Mill  worse,  domino- player,  if  you  would  not  die 
of  ennui.  It  i»  true  thnt  I  have  ii*  yet  lired  unljr  in 
Havri:,  Roiiei),  nnd  Nancy,  lutd  thrrrfure  can  speak 
iif  tlicw  French  towns  aluno — Strasburf{  i«  German 
—but  Bft  to  the  oibers,  I  pledge  myself  that  you 
bare  there  only  the  nbuvc  dmtdful  alternative. 

Kui  the  soclctii-s?  O  yes,  there  giisties  forth 
efprit.  My  bead  yet  aches  with  what  I  have  drunk 
nf  it  io  Paris,  aud  now  ilie  bitter-sweet  extract 
drawn  rniin  (he  rcuillrluns  and  the  rcniiniMenoea 
of  the  capital  and  diluted  with  the  water  of  entiui ! 
I  was  generally  disgusted  even  in  the  capiial  with 
itprit,  tlie  ardenl  *])iril  uf  nil,  wherever  it  was 
berved  up.  In  (he  country  it  K>eTn»  Ktill  nioru  uu* 
plcMMit,  because  it  ia  a  worn-out  article,  that  could 
nut  be  di-jpoied  of  in  Paris.  In  order  to  he  truly 
«pinlucl,  to  mnkc  yourwlf  a  reputation  with  tbe 
mondt  comme  UJaul,  in  Paris  with  tolerable  cer- 
tainly, in  the  country  without  the  l<.«st  doubt,  you 
need  only  an  abundant  abare  of  impudence  and 
frivolity,  and  a  glib  tongue.  Take  it  into  yo«r 
head  to  think  before  you  speak,  to  diUinguiHh  yoiir- 
»lf,  to  say  something  clever  and  sensible,  and  you 
are  a  ruined  man.  A  story  seasoned  with  some 
MAndat  about  Monsieur  X.  or  Ma4lame  Y.,  an 
answer  that  says  neither  yea  nor  no,  and  which,  if 
poMible,  shall  diKprnn;  nil  tbe  ladies  present  from 
exhibiting  proofs  of  tbcir  own  etpr'tl,  an  ever  ready 
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anecdote,  a  {nece  of  towa  news,  duly  mixed  with  a 
mffitneot  addition  of  light  digestible  phrases —  this 
is  the  best  tecapt  for  compoUDdtDg  esprit. 

Eapnt  is  the  fashionable  disease  of  the  mind  in 
France,  sentimentality  of  the  heart  in  Germany. 
Both  consume  the  energies  of  the  man,  and  are  the 
cankerwonn  of  all  that  is  excellent  here  and  there. 
The  only  diSerence  is  (hat  spirituality  is  capable  <^ 
defending,  sentimentality  of  excusing,  erery  mean- 
ness; that  the  former  can  make  erery  great  action 
a  nity  one,  and  the  latter  every  mtly  action  a  great 
one.  If  both  were  placed  in  the  balance,  it  is  diffi- 
cult to  say  which  scale  would  sink. 

If  the  French  tpirituelt  are  intolerable  to  nie, 
the  German,  on  the  contrary,  are  ludicrous.  An 
ape  is  and  remuna  an  ape ;  and  when  you  watch 
his  antics  long  and  often,  the  thing  becomes  ex- 
tremely tedious;  but  when  a  bear  attempts  tu 
imitate  the  movements  of  an  ape,  the  matter  then 
assumes  a  daogerouB  complexion;  for  you  must  per- 
force kill  yourself  with  laughing.  In  the  country, 
sotneties  often  made  a  similar  inipres»on  upon  me 
with  their  esprit ;  for  they  lack  the  Paris  polish,  for 
which  one  is  willing  to  make  at  least  some  allow- 
ance. But  in  general  the  thing  was  only  tedious, 
for  there  is  nothing  more  wearisome  than  mediocrity. 
The  ipiriiuels  of  the  provinces  are  too  good  to  be 
always  and  exclusively  used  for  farce,  and  too  bad 
to  amuse.  And  what  is  the  worst,  you  discover  but 
too  soon  that  all  is  not  nature,  that  it  is  mere  imita- 
tion of  a  Paris  fashion,  an  only  half-conceived  part, 
learned  by  rote  from  a  feuillcton  or  a  review. 
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A  peculiarity  in  most  of  thr  oompanic*  of  Hi 
is  llic  strict  tM>]>nrnlion  of  tlic  men  from  tbt  women. 
The  latter  generally  sit  at  a  Kparntc  tabic,  aikd 
make  believe  to  be  work!  nf{  at  a  piece  of  embroidery, 
whiob  tlicy  Imltl  in  their  han<lM.  Meanwhile  tlic 
men  collect  in  another  part  of  the  salon,  talk  polities, 
or  mora  frequently  about  cotton,  or  pbiy.  A  magic 
power  Beems  to  keep  the  men  apart  from  the  womeD, 
and  it  is  «ldom  that  any  one,  excepting  perhaps  a 
fatltrr,  ventures  to  break  the  spell.  This  ii  indeed 
the  very  way  to  make  society  as  intolerable  aa  poa- 
sible.  The  reason  uf  this  custom  is  that  most  of 
ttie  young  men  are  elvrks,  and  will  not  or  cannot 
forget  even  in  company  the  rc«pect  due  lu  tlK-ir  em- 
ployer, to  Madame,  and  to  the  Demoiselles.  Be- 
sides, they  arc  mostly  foreigners,  whose  residence 
at  Havre  is  but  temporary.  The  principals  may, 
ihercfore,  be  afrai<I  lest  connections  sliould  be 
formed  betwi-en  the  young  people  which  would  lead 
to  nothing,  be  the  cause  what  it  may,  the  i 
as  tiresome  as  possible. 

A  c(»n[H.-niintion  fur  such  parties  of  ihe 
eomme  il  Jaut  is  to  be  found  bene  and  there  in  the 
circle  of  a  family  which  is  independent  enough  lofl 
defy  the  fuitiion.  i  believe  ttuit  (here  ore  not  many 
such,  and  I  esteem  myself  fortunate  to  have  found 
in  tlie  house  of  a  friend  of  mine  an  excellent  man, 
two  amiable  femnlee,  and  unsophisticated,  childlike 
children,  whose  heart*  and  minds  undcrsund  ant) 
speak  the  language  €>f  nature. 
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Havre — art»— sdences — what  dinonaneei  I  Only 
the  first  of  these  notes  igrees  with  the  fuDdamentiil 
note— cotton }  while  the  other  two  ^veunresolvable 
aeveDths,  or  other  Buch  discords. 

But  evCD  to  the  desert  island  the  bird  of  passage 
occanoDally  carries  the  seed  of  some  good  fruit,  and 
thus  an  ear  of  com,  perhaps,  is  found  springing  up 
amidst  the  weeds.  This  is  what  I  am  now  about  to 
treat  of. 

There  is  id  Havre  a  Literary  Society,  if  you 
choose  to  call  it  so.  Its  Utle  is  Society  havraite 
Setudes  diversea.  The  number  of  its  n^lar  mem- 
bers amounts  to  twenty-two,  that  of  its  correspon- 
dents to  twenty-one.  It  meets  twice  a  month,  when 
papers  by  different  members,  and  reports  on  books 
sent  to  it,  are  read.  This  society  publishes  annu- 
ally a  kind  of  summary  of  its  proceedings.  From 
these  summaries  we  see  that  the  society  deserves  its 
appellation,  for  the  papers  noticed  in  them  are  taken 
quite  at  random,  so  that  in  the  report  you  are  car- 
ried from  Havre  to  Rouen,  perhaps  to  Poland,  or 
even  among  the  Celts,  hear  the  language  of  the  phi- 
losophers on  public  instruction,  morals,  and  the  in- 
fluence of  manufactures  upon  them  ;  then  again  a 
defence  of  Genesis,  remarks  on  the  barometer,  the 
cholera,  phrenology,  smalUpox  ;  by  and  by  a  statis' 
tiqut  medicate  of  Havre:  and  we  learn  tiiat  the  so* 
ciely,  in  order  not  to  be  behind  the  age,  has  its  poets, 
who  sometimes  philosophize  in  verse,  at  others  com- 
pose  lyrics,  and,  lastly,  write  fables  into  the  bargnin. 

It  is  not  my  intenUon  to  enter  here  into  details. 
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■till  leffi  to  criltciite ;  for  tl»c  society  fccmii,  notwith* 
standing  ilic  dcmi -publicity  which  it  f^vos  to  it* 
proceedingB,  to  be  nothing  more  than  a  cinrle  of 
friends,  who  wish,  on  the  evenings  when  they  m«et, 
tofbrget,  for  *  few  houn,  inule,  the  school,  llie  wlc- 
room,  the  honpital,  and  the  law-cxHin.  Among  the 
papers,  however,  (here  arc  some  which,  to  judge 
from  a  recent  reporl,  an?  of  some  importance,  nmon^ 
others,  one  by  M.  I'oulain,  a  Protestant  mininrer, 
on  (h«  concordatMC  of  Geneva  with  the  latest  disco* 
vcrie*  in  natural  hittlory,  and  Mpecially  the  ob«er- 
vations  of  Cumr. 

The  traders  are  in  a  miiwrity  in  the  mciety  (nine 
members),  and  this  may  perhaps  explain  how  it  has 
happened  that  the  majority  has  expressed  itself  very 
i-iiiphnticaUy  again»i  the  tu'uialiicingoryuinh  in  ma- 
nurnctories.  At  tiinvs,  however,  the  «|Mrit  of  trade 
nianifesu  itself,  as  in  a  debate  in  which  the  question 
was  very  seriously  ditctissed.  whether  it  is  not  • 
tniifortune  that  public  in!<truc(iu(i  should  Iw  to 
widely  extended  a*  it  is  at  prcM-nt :  and,  to  the 
honour  of  ibo  majofity  of  the  society  be  it  said,  this 
<^inion  was  deddedly  rejected. 

The  small  number  of  the  members  in  geneml,  and 
of  Iraders  in  (uirticuliir,  ohows  how  little  the  nce«l  of 
fond  for  the  mind  is  felt  in  Ilavrr.  Those  w)io  do 
•cck  it,  who  fnuncU'd  thittocieiy  — it  i*  but  a  few 
jnrs  old — deserve  so  much  the  more  prsisc. 

On  the  intelleciual  life  of  the  town  it  eiercises  no 
influence.  Neither,  imtml,  docs  this  appear  to  be 
ita  otyrcl ;  aiid  llierain  precisely  lies  its  sentence. 
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Such  a  ndety  is  but  a  sort  of  poatime  when  it  baa 
DO  higher  aim  thaa  amuaenieiit,  when  it  does  not 
propoae  a  goal  to  itself,  and  strive  to  attain  it ;  and 
I  really  think  that  in  the  pronnoe,  and  in  Havre  in 
parUcular,  it  would  not  be  difficult  to  find  an  object 
worthy  of  the  efforts  of  clever  men. 

With  this  90a&(  kavratMe  I  have  mentioned 
neariy  all  the  institutions  for  the  promotion  of  8d< 
ence  that  exist  in  Havre,  if  I  add  to  it  the  public 
libniiy.  It  connsts  of  many  thousand  volumes, 
collected  from  the  convents  in  the  environs.  Re- 
specting the  history  of  the  town  and  of  Normandy, 
it  contains  no  works  of  any  importance,  but  others 
are  to  be  procured  by  degrees.  I  have  rarely  met 
with  a  more  kind  and  courteous  librarian  than  that 
of  Havre  —  be  used  frequently  to  hand  round  his 
snuff-box  to  all  the  readers  in  turn  —  but  unfortu- 
nately be  has  not  yet  been  able  to  make  a  complete 
catalf^e  of  the  books  under  his  care,  so  that  a  full 
half  of  the  treasures  possessed  by  the  library  still 
lies  buried  there.  It  is  open  every  day,  Sunday  ex- 
cepted, from  ten  till  four,  has  a  convenient  reading- 
room,  wanned  in  winter,  in  which  I  have  seen  at 
limes  seven  or  eight  readers,  six  of  them,  perhaps, 
oonslant  viaters,  but  who  came  less  frequently  when 
there  was  no  occa«on  to  keep  a  fire. 

I  made  acquaintance  with  but  few  of  the  authors 
resident  here.  M.  Corbigre,  editor  of  the  Journal 
du  Havre,  is  celebrated  for  his  naval  novels.  One 
of  these  I  have  read  here.  It  is  entitled  Le  Ba- 
nian, and  the  Banian  is  a  Robert  Macaire,  who  goes 
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abroad,  plays  hia  part  in  ihe  coloDtes  as  well  ns  on 
the  continent,  has  two  or  three  narrow  CKitpra  frooi 
the  fallows,  makes  a  great  deal  of  money.  clmngM 
hifl  name,  relums  to  France,  is  elected  deputy,  und 
is  on  the  (wint  of  marrying  a  counteiu,  when  he  n 
unniaiiked,  retires  overwhelmed  with  diignice,  and 
nt  Icnj^li  dies  miserably  as  a  moachard.  The  inci- 
dents in  this  novel,  the  ntuaiions,  complications,  and 
developments,  the  dcwriptions  of  various  kinds  at 
•en-fisl),  and  the  characters,  dis|)1ay  talent ;  and  if 
M,  CorbiJrc  resided  in  Paris,  be  would  probably 
act  a  part  in  Uie  literature  of  the  day.  At  present) 
under  the  n-striclivc  infliKiice  of  the  capital,  which 
allows  him  nnly  a  kind  of  pasnve  aciiviiy,  he  is  the 
translator  uf  the  land  lanj^uage  and  land  evcnis  of 
Paris  into  tltc  sea  lanj^age  and  sea  events  of  a  roy- 
oge  to  the  colonies,  and  uf  a  rif>i<lcnc«  there.  The 
influence  of  the  capital  on  all  intrlleclual  exertion  in 
Uic  country  has  the  efre4:t  uf  not  only  pfcrenting  it 
from  attaining  the  eminence  that  it  deserves,  but  of 
keeping  it  iti  continual  dependence.  Fasliion  obliges 
the  provittcet  to  dance  to  the  tune  dial  is  played  in 
Paris,  and  thus  you  hear  in  the  country  nothing  but 
the  echo  of  what  is  going  forward  in  Paris.  The 
majority  of  the  writer*  in  the  prHvinees,  untr«  they 
potsess  very  strong  minds,  capable  of  defying  pre- 
judice and  custom,  and  carrying  through  this  defi- 
ance, are  fom-d  to  poy  adoration  to  ParJH;  they  pro- 
duce iMlhing  original,  nothing  new,  and  what  they 
have  imagined  ond  written,  agreeably  to  the  ideaa 
and  form  current  in  the  capital,  is  generally  a  year 
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or  flo  too  Ute,  aa  is  tbe  case  with  the  fuhions  fol- 
lowed ID  Havre  and  Bordeaux  long  after  the;  have 
been  superseded  by  newer  ones  in  Paris. 

The  works  of  M.  Morlents,  editor  of  the  Bevue 
du  Havre,  consist  of  serera!  small  books  of  travels, 
which  are  very  unpretending,  and  to  which,  for  that 
reason,  justice  is  the  more  readily  done.  In  point 
of  style  and  matter,  they  belong  to  the  better  claia 
of  travels  that  one  meets  with  in  France. 

A  reunion  d'honneur  delettrea  has  been  publish- 
ing for  some  time  Archives  du  Havre,  recueil  com- 
mercial, scienlifiqite,  et  litteraire.  The  numbers 
that  have  hitherto  appeared  afford  no  reason  to  ex- 
pect from  it  any  thing  original  and  independent, 
though  individual  articles  are  not  without  hiterest. 
Nather  dues  any  plan  seem  to  have  been  laid  down 
for  this  undertaking,  for,  in  the  introduction,  after 
a  variety  of  stilted  phrases,  the  editor  contents  him- 
self with  saying  that  the  Archives  du  Havre  seront 
ceUee  du  progrii,  which  is  saying  as  good  as  no- 
thing, since  he  takes  good  care  not  to  tell  us  what 
he  means  by  progria. 

Such  are  the  scientific  ears  of  com  which  some 
bird  of  passage  has  dropped  on  this  desert  island. 

As  to  art,  I  conceived  that  it  was  an  utier  stranger 
in  this  country,  until  I  accidentally  discovered  a 
painter  of  whom  I  shall  take  more  particular  notice. 


I  walked  one  day  along  the  foot  of  the  Heve,  ad- 
miring the  picturesque  grouping  of  the  nvcn  rocks. 
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and  ihc  dcautiful  and  ever-varyiDg  prospects  of  the 
sea  nnil  ihe  towa  Uerc  and  there  b  silent  fisbcrmui 
was  scon  pursuing  bin  occu]iaiion  in  the  breakers  uf 
tliv  gradually  miiig  Huud,  Instead  of  ihi*  l>u»tle  of 
tlic  town,  f  was  here  surrounded,  a  Ingu«  from 
Havre,  by  an  absolute  solitude. 

A  young  man  oii  tbe  nbore  excited  my  curiuiity. 
He  was  siuiiding  nt  a  spot  where  the  wave*  were 
breaking  witli  a  loud  noise  against  two  large  frag- 
tnenis  of  roi-k,  and  flinging  tl>eir  water,  often  to  th« 
height  of  a  man,  into  the  air.  With  every  ud. 
varK'ing  wave  I  saw  him  bend  forward  as  though  to 
imparl  to  it  some  secret,  and,  when  it  had  covered 
bim  with  it*  spray,  nxx'dc  a  t-Uy  or  two,  and,  as  if 
it  had  answered  him,  write  down  somelhing  upuo  a 
paper  which  he  held  in  his  hand.  I  watched  him 
with  asluaishmenl,  and  it  almou  teemed  as  if  the 
storj  of  our  iorcfatliers,  ouiKcrniog  the  love  of  a 
knight  fur  a  tea- nymph,  was  re-acting  brfon:  my 
face.  But  I  soon  began  to  view  tlie  matter  with  a 
more  pnwaic  eye,  nnd  tlH-ti  my  lover  of  ttie  sea- 
nymjih  appeared  to  me  to  be  some  poor  fellow  ulia 
had  lost  his  wits.  Uut  for  this  interprciation  ihv 
wlwle  ulTair  was  too  monoluniHis,  and  lasted  too 
lung.  I  descended  to  the  beuth,  and  soon  !tt4jud 
unperceived  behind  my  knight  oc  luiiaitc  A  fresh 
wave,  which  he  had  again  watched  in  silencv  with 
o^rlotiki',  obliged  him  to  fall  back  a  few  paces,  and, 
whvn  be  apimnehed  nearer  tu  mr,  1  observed  lliAl 
he  looked  at  his  paper,  andj  uticririg  a  Ce  *Ctal  paa^ 
edal  in  a  louc  of  dissaiisfiKtion,  flung  it  away,  ontl 
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took  another  [Mece  fitxn  fais  pocket.  I  picked  up 
the  love-letter  to  the  aea-Dymph,  and  found  upm  it 
m  drawing  in  pencil  repmmting  the  play  of  tbe 
waves  in  a  most  admirable  manner.  It  wai  neither 
more  nor  less  than  a  painter,  who  was  here  studying 
and  striving  to  aoze  the  mysteries  of  the  aea. 

Civilization  oft  interposes  like  a  partition  wall  be- 
tween men.  In  Paris,  our  neighbour  in  the  next 
room  long  rqnains  a  etrsnger  to  ui;  in  a  small  town 
people  know  more  of  one  another;  in  a  village  all 
the  inhabitants  are  relations ;  and  two  persons  meet- 
ing  in  a  desert  would  instantly  shake  each  other  by 
the  hand  as  cordially  as  if  they  were  bruthcrs.  We, 
that  is  to  say  the  painter  and  I,  at  the  foot  of  the 
Heve,  on  the  beadi,  mih  the  cliff  behind  and  the 
sea  before  us,  were  in  a  sort  of  desert,  and  so  we 
had  no  need  of  any  particular  introduction  in  order 
to  make  acquaintance.  After  a  few  questions  and 
answers,  the  conversation  had  got  into  the  best  pos- 
tuble  train.  The  young  painter  —  he  might  be  about 
twenty-eight  —  laughed  heartily  when  1  confessed 
that,  misled  by  the  extraordinary  way  in  which  he 
watched  the  breaking  of  the  waves,  1  had  at  the  first 
moment  doubtc-d  the  soundness  of  his  intellects  ;  and 
told  me  that  the  fishermen  and  labourers  had  fre- 
quently formed  tbe  same  opinion  of  him.  "  For 
that  reason,"  continued  he,  "  I  am  c^liged  to  come 
so  far.  It  is  frequently  the  case  that  I  am  amply 
compensated  for  my  walk,  as  I  have  been  just  now 
at  this  spot,  where  I  have  been  observing  for  several 
days  past  a  most  peculiar  effect  of  the  breaking  of 
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the  waves,  without  having  tuocc«ded  lu  teiting  nnd 
iTuiking  tny*cir  miixtfr  of  ihc  srcrct.**  And  I  ac-, 
tually  perceived,  when  he  pointed  it  out  to  tnc,  that  I 
lhc8ea,as  olten  as  it  ruihed  sgainM  the  two  blocks  i 
broke  into  tluiible  wftrc«,  anil,  dashing  tiigethtrr  oo 
two  siili-M,  formed  s  >ort  of  arch,  mch  a^  1  hnd  never 
before  observed.  The  painter's  »krtch  showed  mc, 
in  llic  first  place,  how  difficult  it  is  to  represent  tliit 
sport  of  Nature,  and,  in  t)ic  second,  that  I  waa  talk, 
ing  to  one  who  wan  by  no  ni«in&  a  novice  iii  hit  an.  ^t 
After  he  had  kindly  invited  me  to  cull  upon  hint,  ^^ 
and  given  mc  bis  address,  1  left  liim  alone,  that  I 
might  nut  disturb  him  furtlier  in  his  studies 

In  the  evening  I  o&ked  one  of  my  acquaiataooevj 
who  had  a  great  deal  to  any  about  the  (nctures  iaj 
the  exhibition  in  Paris,  whetlier  he  knew  Drouia 
llic  painter.  He  replied  that  some  time  ago  be  had 
known  n  Iwusc-pninter  uf  (lint  name,  ond  he  had 
heard  that  this  man  actually  occupied  biiniielf  in 
painting  Hhips  f(>r  the  captains.  Thi.i  •omewhai 
oooJnl  the  enthusiasm  excited  by  the  ikeichci  and 
ihc  mo<tc»t  yet  mjiiily  benring  of  the  young  painter, 
which  bad  given  mc  a  tolerably  high  opinion  of  his 
profettional  abilities,  Nevenhcle&s,  on  the  follow* 
ing  day  I  sought  out  my  new  actiuiiiniance. 

I  was  obliged  to  ascend  to  the  second  floor  of  ■ 
third-rate  houw,  where  a  pluiiily-dfeut-d  young 
woman,  who  could  scarcely  have  bi-rn  brought  up 
in  the  town,  opened  the  door  to  mc,  and  ushered 
me  into  a  small  neat  apartment.  Presently  the 
painter  made  his  apfiearancv  in  n  green  lincii  blouse^ 
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dtffmng  frotn  tbow  worn  bjr  painters  iu  Paris  in 
Una  particular  only,  thai  it  woa  not  stained  in  a 
buodred  place*  with  colours  and  oil,  but  was  per- 
fectlj'  dean.  After  die  flru  uUuUtions,  he  ushered 
SIC  into  another  room,  wltere,  an  he  uid.  lie  had  in- 
lUlIcd  hia  ;ouDge«t  child  ;  but  ihis  child  was  a 
Kttle  giani,  who  already  sevmcd  able  in  hin  cradle 
to  Btrangli;  llic  serpents  uf  envy  and  jealousy. 

Never,  I  must  oonfeia,  )uid  I  yet  seen  the  sea  so 
portrayed  aa  here  io  a  picture  by  the  ci-devant 
bouafr> painter.  The  piece  was  tolerably  Inrfrc,  the 
largm  that  Drmiin  had  hitherto  painted,  (ivc  fed 
vide,  and  Tour  high.  It  repreaenis  the  Mvtn^  of 
the  Triton  steamer,  stranded  lotne  years  ago  in  the 
breakers  off  Havre.  The  colour  of  tlie  >keleion  of 
a  ship  on  tl>e  uocks  in  th«  fore-ground  is  rather 
wooden ;  the  beach  has  the  same  fault ;  it  is  too 
natural.  The  artist  has  nut  considered  Uiat  in 
painting  trees  one  must  not  puiiit  leaves,  aitd  that 
ibe  beach  should  be  reprcMrnted  as  a  whole,  ami  not 
at  a  vast  ma»  of  tingle  pebbles.  £ut  all  these  are 
fiuilta  that  arc  corrected  in  time,  and  Drouiu  will 
correct  tltetn,  for  in  hi*  picttire  are  dinplayed,  where 
the  sea  bq^na,  a  life,  a  truth,  a  study  of  Nature, 
Mich  as  I  hare  never  yet  met  with  in  any  mariiw 
piece  of  any  master's.  Many  have  attcnipietl 
to  n-pre«cnt  the  sen  in  a  storm ;  but  the  u-aves 
are  in  general  real  mountains,  den*c  and  heavy. 
Urouin,  on  the  contrary,  has  found  out  the  art  of 
giving  tlieni  all  tlicir  elasticity,  their  play,  their 
tnnipurcncy,  ihvir  iolinitc  diversity.     The  waves 
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dauoe  in  lii»  picture,  as  on  the  wa,  an<J,  wlulv  you 
look  at  ihc  piece*  you  fancy  that  you  bear  the  ex- 
ultations into  which  ihey  break  furili  whenever  ibcy 
approach  the  shore.  I  tliinic  I  nai  iiot  nying  too 
much  if  I  predicl  that  Drouin,  whose  nuitu-  has 
never  jel  becD  pubticlj-  uenlioneJ,  will  be  in  ten 
years  ihe  first  mariDe  painter  of  France. 

After  I  had  long  conieniplnUtl  the  picture,  anil 
he  hiul  shown  me  a  few  smaller  landscajx-*  ainl 
cattle-pieces,  I  aaked  him,  I  can  scarcely  tcU  wfayi 
whether  Drouin  the  houH.-- painter  wait  perbaps  his 
father.  He  replied,  laughing: — "Yes,  if  you 
diuose  to  call  him  so,  fur  be  brought  me  up,  sup- 
porte<l,  and  t(H>k  care  of  me,  and  furoinhed  me  with 
Uie  means  of  becoming  a  |Minter,  »up|iuMi)g  that  I 
ever  sbull  be  one.  Itut  you  might  mtstinderitaiid 
roc :  the  liouse- painter  stands  before  you.  Poor, 
and  without  resources,  1  chose  this  trade,  because  1 
hoped  lu  lind  time  for  the  study  of  the  art  of  paint- 
ing, whicli  hii$  been  my  pas&ion  from  my  earlicat 
youth*'  lie  then  related  to  me,  in  the  most  natural 
and  unafTeeled  manner,  bow  he  had  Wt  his  fntber 
iriien  b<;  wtw  only  twelve  yean  old,  and  thencefor* 
ward  been  obliged  to  work  to  support  liimwlf  and  a 
sick  mother.  His  inelioaiion  wavered  Ix'twcen  the 
sea  and  painting,  and  no  be  went  out  at  Rrst  aa 
cabin.boy,  was  tlinx  years  at  ica,  and  during  that 
tine  mode  drawings,  sueb  as  they  were,  of  ships,  the 
aeit  churches,  and  villages,  without  haTing  ever  rv* 
ceived  any  insiruciion.  At  last  his  fuudncss  for 
painting  gained  tlie  upper  band ;  he  left  the  thip. 
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and  went  to  s  bouse-jwinter  in  Rouen,  where  he 
soon  gained  a  scanty  Bubnatence,  and  found  time 
besides  to  take  lessons  in  drawing.  But  house- 
painting  was  his  only  school  in  the  art,  and  in  re- 
gard to  the  theory  of  colours  he  was  entirely  his 
own  master.  His  pictures  ^ow  traces  of  this  self- 
instructitHi ;  for,  admirable  as  they  are  in  the  main 
pmnt,  they  want  what  the  French  painters  term  le 
^igue.  His  longing  to  be  near  the  sea  soon  carried 
him  bade  to  Havre,  and  here  he  rose  step  by  step, 
at  first  practising  in  water-colours,  and  then  making 
for  capuins  and  merchants  portraits  of  their  children 
—  for  such  to  them  are  th«r  ships,  to  which  their 
hearts  are  often  more  strongly  atuched  than  to  their 
real  offspring — that  they  might  have  them  continu- 
ally before  (heir  eyes ;  lastly,  painting  in  oil ;  and 
now  he  stands^ as  the  fact  that  the  amateurs  of 
Havre  pay  pretty  high  prices  for  his  pieces,  suffici- 
ently proves  to  those  who  know  any  thing  of  the 
people  of  that  town — in  the  vestibule  of  the  temple, 
where  the  goddess  of  Art  will  not  deny  the  palm  to 
one  initiated  into  it  by  Nature  herself.  He  will  be 
frequently  talked  of  when  he  has  once  broken  the 
ice  in  which  the  country  envelops  every  genius  in 
France,  when  he  has  once  attracted  notice  in  Paris. 


I  had  been  told  one  day  that  a  musical  mass 
would  be  performed  in  Notre  Dame.  Since  I  have 
been  in  France,  the  term  musical  mass  always  pro- 
duces the  same  effect  upon  me  as  the  ranz  des  vachea 
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upon  a  Striu.  I  am  reminded  of  the  grand  and 
de<^)l}'-impm)MTe  maisc-ii  iliat  I  liavt-  hcanl  in  liM 
catJtwlml  of  Culugfic,  uiid  an  unbrukcn  wrivs  of  the 
niott  beautiful  and  sublitne  rcoollectiona  passes  b*. 
fore  my  miml.  I  determined  to  allt-nd  tli«  niuai 
ibougli  I  knew  iM-furt-baml  thai,  fnmt  ihi;  prciient 
elate  of  muiic  in  ibc  prorinces  of  Francct  nothing 
vn-y  excellent  was  to  be  expected. 

My  expectation B  were  surpasiwd,  but,  inittead  of 
u  treat,  I  rrei-ived  a  lesaon ;  for  tliis  ntuucal  mava 
BuHiccd  to  ex|>lain  to  me  at  once  as  deariy  as  pot- 
siblc  tile  stale  of  religion  in  France  and  tlic  spirit 
of  ilie  Frmcti  end  Havre  clergy.  The  church 
munc,  tlic  munoil  mass,  was,  namely,  military  <« 
ball  music.  There  is  the  key  to  the  enigma.  And 
thin  military  church  music,  with  piooli,  comet  and 
ptKtoii,  trumpets  cymbals,  and  ^reat  drum,  played 
most  complacently  the  ballet  muiic  of  the  tcene  of 
the  Pr^  anx  cierrs  in  Mcyerlwer's  Huguenots,  nod 
then  a  number  of  galopades  ami  quadrilles  by 
Aubcr,  Julien,  and  Musard.  And  ibey  played 
not  antisf,  those  gallnnt  regitnenlnl  muMciant;  and 
when,  ju^t  Ix'fore  the  elovalion  of  llie  hixit,  when  a 
quadnlle,  which  I  luid  heard  si-veral  tinii-s  nl  Mu- 
sard's,  and  which  had  pleau'd  roc  much,  was  per- 
formed,  all  my  fingi-rs  iiched,  and  the  devil  himself 
templnl  me  to  applaud  with  all  my  might,  and  to 
shuut  Bin!  Ou!  (enoure!  encore!)  I  had  lome 
special  reaaoiu  wbid)  deterred  me.  Hut  the  oockery 
«ns  DtrorioUK.  and  the  deulrn  in  the  teni|>tr,  whom 
Christ  drorc  out  in  hiBJuttindigDaiion,werea  man 
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bsgatelle,  not  worth  mentioning,  in  oomparison  with 
this  militAry  band  and  these  quadriUea.  Tbe  mu«c 
teemed  to  have  the  same  effect  upon  tbe  legs  of  tbe 
majorit;  of  tbe  pous  lu^tors  that  it  had  upon  my 
hands;  thejr  moved  according  to  the  time,  and 
swayed  thar  beads  and  their  bodies  to  and  fro. 
Was  it  not  the  same  dances,  the  same  music,  which 
were  played  a  few  weeks  before  at  the  balls,  to 
which  diey  had  danced  witfa  such  glee,  with  which 
were  assomted  tbe  recollections  of  so  many  a  de- 
lightful hour,  BO  many  a  love-intrigue,  so  many  a 
tricked  husband,  with  whose  'fairer  half  an  assigns* 
tion  might  be  made  in  whispers  during  the  dance  F 
U  I  this  sacred  military  mu&ic  1  I  became  at  last 
quite  wicked,  and  I  could  have  begged  the  dcvirg 
pardon  for  all  the  sins  that  I  had  ever  abstained  from 
committing. 

I  am  not  one  of  those  who  take  offence  at  tbe 
gravity  with  which  the  Jewish  religion  and  its  off- 
spring, Christianity,  have  surrounded  the  idea  of 
God.  But,  let  it  not  be  supposed,  by  any  means, 
that  I  participate  in  the  notions  of  those  who  regard 
this  world  as  necessarily  a  vale  of  tears,  a  purgatory 
in  which  man  must  be  duly  purified  before  he  can 
be  admitted  into  heaVen.  The  priests  of  all  ages 
have,  with  rare  exceptions,  made  an  idol  of  God, 
a  laughing  or  a  cursing  idol,  according  as  the  one 
or  the  other  beet  suited  their  purpose. 

With  the  idea  of  a  one  only  God,  this  God  must 
necessarily  become  more  grave,  more  sublime,  more 
elevating,  and,  whoever  recognizes  this  one  ^od  in 
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Nature,  ur  iibovc  it,  muu  givir  thit  grnrity  to  his 
divine  worship,  or  he  pnn'es  that  he  has  no  com- 
prchenuon,  not  even  any  feeling,  of  his  own  creed. 
But  thit  is  .1  point  which  I  hud  no  intention  to 
touch  upon.  The  prir«U  in  France  nrr  CnthtJics, 
iind  nonvof  tlie  most  tuleraiil.  And  then  mitit«ry 
music,  (|uadrille9,  Sec,  in  church  ! 

A  fiiiglc  mnxH  of  this  kitul  must  t>e  quite  sullU 
cieni  to  ch.imclcrixc  the  rclif^m*  Mule  of  a  tuition 
and  its  clergy.  I  often  heard  talk  in  Paris  nbout  ■ 
sort  of  re-aunkeiiing  of  the  religious  feeling  in  the 
pcoiilc,  and  I  will  not  question  the  fact  itself,  A 
people  without  religious  feeling  would  neceiisuriiy 
tiink  through  the  grossest  m&lerinlifrni  into  3  M-lfitli- 
ness,  thai  niuit  dissolve  alt  human  ties,  th&l  Lnows 
neither  God  nor  state,  neither  society  nor  family, 
neither  love  nor  fi'Uow-fwhng,  and  is  intent  solely 
on  its  own  gnililkalion.  Such  a  people  must  {letish ; 
nod  the  day  when  the  last  spark  of  its  religiuus 
feeling  expired,  would  be  the  day  of  its  death.  In 
France,  religion,  religious  feelings,  belief  in  Go«l 
and  in  virtue,  had  been  bound  to  a  certain  ccremo- 
oiul,  ihc  mind  chained  to  a  form,  and  thus  tlie  ark 
of  t)te  coveniint  ha*!  become  God  himself.  Out 
the  priests,  who  shmtid  have  watched  over  that  uric, 
turned  it  inln  a  ruffer,  into  which  ihey  put  their 
treasures.  The  deception  could  nut  be  kept  up  for 
ever ;  boh]  innovators  kmki  laid  huld  of  the  ark, 
tliouk  il,  and  thin  the  people  heard  that  the  God 
whom  they  were  required  to  adore  was  no  other 
than  gold  aod  predoua  stones ;  tliey  drove  away  ib« 
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guardians  of  the  ark,  broke  open  the  money-cheHt, 
and  dWided  the  treHsures  among  themselves.  In 
many,  who,  as  they  had  been  taught,  regarded  the 
ark  as  God,  thor  belief  in  God  was  destroyed  along 
with  it.  And  then  ensued  a  period  of  infidelity, 
whidi  stJit  acts  upon  the  mass,  the  reflecting  part, 
at  least,  of  the  French  people.  But  this  dreary 
time  could  not  last,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  at 
this  day  the  majority  of  the  French  feel  the  need  of 
reUgion,  the  need  of  a  belief  in  God,  in  justice,  and 
in  virtue,  deeply,  if  but  vaguely.  But  they  are 
much  mistaken,  who,  on  this  account,  suppose  that 
some  day  or  other  they  will  again  acknowledge  the 
shattered  ark  for  their  God. 

The  vague,  undefined  feeling  of  the  need  of  a 
higher  point  of  support  for  man  led  many  of  the 
French  back  to  the  Church,  and  what  in  a  great 
number  wa»a  want  became  for  a  still  greater  a 
fo^ion.  Were  the  French  clergy  capable  of  ap- 
preciating this  state  of  things,  of  paying  homage  to 
the  wants  of  the  time,  and  placing  themselves  in 
unison  with  the  enlightenment  of  the  age,  they  might 
at  this  moment  effect  infinite  good. 

Instead  of  this,  however,  they  are  making  a  sort 
of  speculation  of  that  feeling,  and  slriving  to  make 
it  as  profitable  as  possible.  They  do  homage  to 
fashion,  give  concerts  in  the  churches,  turn  the 
temple  into  a  playhouse  I  and  why  nut  ?  Is  not  the 
speculation  of  Messrs.  Musard  and  Julien  one  of 
the  btst  in  the  capital  P  As  you  give  twenty  sous 
Cnr  admission  to  their  ctmcerts,  so  you  give  but  two 
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or  four  at  clnirch,  nnd,  after  lb«  rcgim«nul  trun)< 
prfcn  mn  paid,  something  handtomfl  n  left  for  the 
Jlibrique,  so  \\\e  pxchtrtjuer  of  the  church  is  here 
nl)e<l.  Ilui  pnxrisciv  in  thin  calcuUtinn  i«  iiiroKed 
the  condttnuAiinn  of  the  cntcdlnton:  for  50U  percnrc 
in  it,  and  tttill  more  in  the  meant  adopted  tn  till  ihc 
chorrhes,  ihnt  they  feel  not  tlic  least  coneem  about 
the  f^irit,  but  merely  se«k  to  tickle  the  Bensen,  of 
their  Hucin,  thai  they  have  no  notion  of  what  ia 
Mining  among  the  [>eople,  and  that  they  follow  the 
fa(liio4i  only  lo  make  a  profit  by  it.  In  the  rapital, 
■11  this  appeared  much  ]n.%  hateful  lo  roo,  for  there 
«ne  it  •ocu«Eton)ed  to  see  egotiBni  displayed  in  iu 
groMen  furm  :  but  ihe  prevalence  of  similar  prac- 
tioea  in  the  prtiviitcea  1*  a  proof  that  it  ii  not  ibc 
cR)^rt  of  itHlividual  •berrnlion,  but  of  a  Bvttem  which 
iiactnt  upon.  unleK  ibat  simpler,  ibeepidi  virtue, 
whicli  fulloiTi  whiihcnioever  the  bell-wether  leads, 
be  ihe  cause  of  these  military  music  moi!H:-& 

It  W1U  lung  oince  any  thing  bad  m  f^rivTntiily  kw 
volled  my  inmoM  mul  as  ihii  downright  morkeryof 
all  that  \s  mint  aacred.  1  could  not  get  rid  the 
whole  day  of  the  imprcssioa  which  thit  man  had 
made  upon  me,  aitd  even  a  walk  on  the  pier,  which 
lb«  wcatbiT  tlial  day  half  allowed  me  to  uke,  fiiilcd 
to  efface  it. 

A  visit  which  I  paid  lownrds  evening  led  me 
inli)  a  different  train  of  ideas.  France  is  certainly 
■ppraadiing  a  moral  tranifofmatioii.  The  most  in- 
folltble  lieralcl  and  forerunner  of  such  a  dinngo  la 
inrariably  the  demoraliaauon  of  the  moat  influential 
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{■R  oTfioorty.  1  ttiink  my  word  will  be  lakm  for 
ttie  truth  of  ih»  aBcenion,  bui  whoerer  diiubts  it 
nay  H«k  cvMlctit-t?  lo  iho  jioiril  iti  liiitury  ;  '»  nitty 
be  found  wiitMiut  iliffinili},  Dui  in  FrstK;c  tbc  pn> 
domitMni  cUm  ef  lodrty,  the  higher  bourfieoitMr. 
cbe  bi]t  wif^  of  ihc^/Mffc  mUieit,  arc  as  corrupi  as  it 
n  pouible  lo  be.  The  chamber  of  dtrpuiiL*,  iu 
kghinrate  repmentatiTi<,  it  actuated  soMy  by  the 
baant  aclf-inierat.  The  aiipointment  of  a  sun  ura 
CDOan,  the  i^nt  nS  a  coolmct,  a  pnTilcge,  a  mono- 
poly, an  inTitniiun  ui  ti  ball  at  cmuft.  and  tliv  ribnnd 
of  an  order  fir  the  wealthy,  are  sutGcicni  in  moot 
eaaea  In  accure  a  majority.  A  roiniHry  ban  a  ma- 
jority for  or  afprioit  ii,  accardinj;  lu  it  i«  i.u|i|»(»«d 
to  pocacM  (tability,  or,  in  othpr  word*,  to  have  liine 
lo  fulfil  iu  proaiisre.  Tbo  ntsM  of  tlic  electors  ia 
no  betliT,  or  they  would  hare  made  a  be(li--r  clxiice. 
All  till*  may  bi-  perceived  still  more  clearly  when 
••  conMdvr  what  means  are  employed  and  suffice 
in  moM  placrs  to  secure  the  dectioii  of  ihv  minis, 
ferial  deputies.  In  rrgard  to  iIh-  press,  which  in 
Rfcewite  a  pou-er  in  modem  France,  mnttcra  are  still 
wone.  People  know  here  the  lised  price  of  a  laudiu 
tory  article,  of  a  feuillet^m  by  J.  J.  and  uttierK,  Jua 
a»  *ell  OS  that  of  a  pair  of  gloven  or  a  ms'ilciip. 
The  press  is  a  real  market  of  consciences,  and  who. 
«trr  knows  the  price  and  is  able  to  pay  it  may  cam. 
0Ui)d  tboae  indeiK-mlem  genileuien,  with  few,  and 
therefore  the  morvhiinournNc.exoeptioiii.  Hubert 
Macaire '.  —  yes  ho  ia  the  hero  of  the  <lay,  and  the 
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inical,  ihr  tnwt  mquiiiitf  type,  of  the  tockty  bi  pre* 
arm  rxixifig  in  France. 

If  you  would  find  in  France  virtue  and  trulh,  difr 
intrrrHlcdiieHJt  and  K-lf-tLnial,  pliilmithri))))'  and  gfr* 
Dmmty,  you  muBt  in  general  drsornd  to  ihe  depths 
of  society,  or  rather  ascend  lo  the  third  or  fourth 
floor,  or  to  the  very  garrets.  Scarcely  any  where 
el«e  do  ynu  find  )m.i>{iIc  worthy  of  ihe  name  of  men. 
f)n  my  lint  viut  to  Havre,  I  hnd  lodged  for  aooie 
months  in  ihenecond  floor  of  «  modest  houne,  with  a 
family  for  which  I  conceived  such  a  rvf;nrtl  tliat  I 
could  not  deny  mynelf  the  ptea^ure  of  coiling  to  sec 
ibem.  The  father  is  ovcr«evr  of  ihe  warehouse  of 
nn  exienijve  mrrehnnt,  and  the  nioltier  «urh  a  one 
n»  I  u»c*t  to  think  wan  not  to  l>e  found  out  of  my 
own  country.  She  worked,  and  contrivMl  all  day, 
from  eariy  in  the  mnming  till  late  at  night,  to  be  able 
lu  support,  hring  up,  and  etliinile  lier  numerous 
family,  eight  fine  children,  out  of  her  husband's 
M-anty  tnlury.  Here  I  wait  ireated  just  like  one  of 
iIh-  family,  and  once  when  I  was  unw«ll  the  g<Nid 
nmlher  alni<»t  neglected  hiT  own  children  to  attcttd 
lo  me.  1  lived  in  a  room  leparBlnl  merely  by  a 
wainK'ot  (Mrlitinn  from  the  whole  family,  and  could 
hear  alnxMt  every  word  that  was  said  in  llie  kitchen, 
which  was  their  usual  abode;  never  did  I  hear  a 
cross  wtirti  between  husband  and  wife,  and  only  at 
limes  ihe  eamem  and  emphatic  repniofs  of  the 
mother  to  her  children  when  they  hud  tlone  anj' 
thing  amtsa.  Many  cliiUlren  are  a  blessing  to  « 
house,  says  a  German  pnivrrii,  anti  1   inu  gkd 
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...  once  to  src  it  »erifi*tl ;  for  in  tuch  a  circle  uf 
children  wdl  brought  up,  r^-cry  one  is  really  ft 
Unwtng  of  God. 

How  iMighlnt  ihe«e  good  TolkB  were  to  eoc  m* 
again,  and  wh«i  «  Iri'si  it  wn*  to  lue  to  wiinew  their 
joy  '.     The  mother  told  mc  that  lliey  often  talktd 
«hout  me,  and   I   could  auurc  her  that  I  ofU-n 
tbougbtof  tb«ro.     She  regretted  that  her  room  was 
just  then  Id,  and   I   ub*  e(|UB)ly  lorry  for  iu     Shu 
then  related  thai  it  had  been  unoccupied  for  n«-arly  I 
tax    months  which   I    thought  cxlrnordiiiiirv,  coti< 
ndcring  the  overflowing  |>b|>ulauun  of  Havre.    But  ■ 
the  rettion  why  this  had  heen  the  case  chvacteritM  ' 
the  good  wDmoD  nod  aUo  the  town ;  for  it  vriu  ooly 
becaUM.-  all  lodgers  in:<i>U'<]  on  bviugjrff  in  their 
ovn  ruom,  which  means,  in  plain  Eiighih,  that  ilwy 
would  iiot  comply  with  the  ooudiiiou  not  to  Imng 
bone  with  them  eutnpanioui  of  the  other  lex,  that 
sbe  dcchncd  letting  it,  bikI  cIium;  rather  to  keep  it 
empty.    "The  lot  of  my  children  is  in  ihe  hiindu 
of  God,"  laid  she  :    **  I  have  done  all  I  could  to 
bring  them  up  to  l>e  gixxl  and  virtuou^i;    and  if 
lleavro  shuuld  decree  oUier«i»e,  1  am  rr«olvcd  nut 
to  have  to  re(>roacli  myself  with  having  permitted 
ihem  to  w-itm-8t  Ixid  examples  Ix-fure  my  own  face, 
and  in  my  own  nbudo.'    Such   a  bcruple  may  per- 
bapB  appear  overstraioed  even  here,  but  in  France 
it  would  Certainly  be  tluiught  «u  by  many.     But  I 
must  ciMtfeM  that  it  did  my  iK-url  guud,  and  Provi< 
deoce  will,  I  (ru«t,  so  order  it  that  she  hhall  not  have 
mode  the  sacrifice,  and  a  great  one  for  her,  of  M>nie 
liuodred  francs,  to  no  purpose. 
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I  had  ttoid  lo  lung  at  my  fomier  landlady's  tlwt 
when  1  reached  ihe  thnun:  a  liitle  vaudi'vitlr  was 
nearly  ovir.  In  Ok  tntcrvnl  tiiat  ddined  before 
ttu-  comincnocnicni  of  ihe  next  (necc,  I  had  oppor- 
tunity (o  look  about  ni«  at  iho  houM  attd  iht 
audiiMH.'e.  The  former  ia  built  and  arranged  upuo 
the  plan  of  the  Parisian  lioiuea,  w)  that  it  would  not 
be  worth  while  to  dctcritM  it.  The  audicfice  wa» 
raarc  intcn-^liiig.  Nearly  tlw  whole  of  tl>e  pit  wa» 
ocnipicd  by  tailors,  with  perhaps  sprinkle  of  arti* 
sans.  In  the  second  tier  of  Urxi-H  were  seated  chiefly 
trades iiien't  wives  and  (]aug(iU-r>;  hrrt*  and  ibcro, 
in  the  fiijtt  tJeri  was  to  be  wni  a  lady  of  the  mvndt 
tomwe  ilj^aul;  and  lastly  (he  gallery  was  filled 
with  servants  and  prostiiutca.  There  was  a  greal 
deal  of  noiie  and  fun  bviwi-cii  (he  acts.  The  sailon 
cracked  coarse  jokcSi  whistled,  drummed,  slioutvd, 
when  they  becaoK  impatient.  A  quarrel  took  plan, 
and  m>i)iing  but  a  chnllen^  m  bonu  ordrt  put  an 
ond  to  thLMliMurbancvin  the  theatre  itaelf;  for  theo 
the  adversaries,  with  a  dosrn  of  their  oonipaniooa, 
left  the  hoUK  to  settle  the  affair  with  such  wcapooa 
as  ihcy  had  brought  into  the  world  with  ihew. 

At  length  conjmeDced  tlie  introduction  lo  tha 
PottiiloH  de  IjMifiJumtau,  fur  that  was  the  pteoa  I 
was  (leMined  to  hear  lo-day.  Uf  the  vapid  dance* 
to  tluB  niuuc,  which  they  call  an  opera,  I  shall  >ay 
nothing,  unless  that  if  it  is  vapid  in  Paris,  it  is  iniolo- 
rabk  here,  for  it  had  sudi  a  stAsoniitg  c>f  dtMrnianns, 
of  falae  iwtoa,  of  real  watlings,  which  lltey  arv  here 
pleoaed  to  call  choruses,  that  it  retiuires  a  ly  mpanura 
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bke  an  us'i  bide  or  «n  ear  like  that  of  the  Bailor*! 
■Dcurtomed  u>  the  bowl'iDg  of  the  wind  amoag  the 
lig^ng,  to  take  the  least  pleasure  in  it.  Had  not 
the  postillioD  be«n  m  exceedingly  aniusiiig,  mjr  fim 
detenniDatioa  to  stay  till  the  oondunoo  would  cei^ 
tainlj  have  been  shakea.  But  be  was  lo  drt^l  aa  to 
make  ameitda  for  all  the  tonoeot  jt  had  to  endure. 
Four  feet  hi^  and  ftill  aa  much  id  circumference^ 
this  puDchy,  rulNCUDd  little  fellow  stood  beiide  hia 
mistreas,  or  strutted  about  hke  a  nutrahal  in  the 
palmy  days  of  Veraulles,  and  sang  like  a  caged 
lughtJDgale  a  languishing  song,  setting  fonh  how 
irreaistible  he  was,  and  his  good  luck  with  the  Bex. 
Irresistible  he  was  indeed,  this  miniature  FalBtafi; 
in  postillion's  jacket,  and  I  could  not  help  being 
diverted  in  spite  of  my  teeth,  and  laughing  heartily, 
which  seemed  to  scandalize  not  a  little  the  regular 
frequenters  of  the  theatre.     But  enough  of  him  ! 

More  lively  scenes  are  sometimes  witnessed  in  the 
theatre  of  Havre.  The  public  is  erected  into  a 
judge  competent  to  decide  oa  the  meiitB  of  every 
new  actor  ot  actress  that  comes  out.  Whistling 
signifies  "  We  will  not  have  him;"  clapping  of 
bands  means,  "  We  are  satisfied  with  him.""  The 
commissary  ot  police  at  length  takes  the  place  of 
the  goddess  vi  justice,  balances  the  voices,  and  de- 
cides in  the  first  instance  whether  the  candidate  shall 
be  accepted  or  rejected.  Such  a  pc^ular  court  is 
never  held  at  Havre  without  some  dramatic  cata- 
strophe. The  Bailors  never  fail  to  take  part  in  the 
decinon,  and  when   they  are    in  the  humour  lo 
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whistle,  it  is  rather  dflngtrout  for  Biijr  one  near 
ihem  to  applniid ;  for  the  usual  argument,  n  blow 
frum  ihr  liartl  list  of  one  of  these  fellows,  is  not  to 
be  dccpised.  A  debut  srldnm  lakes  place  at  Ham 
wiihuul  a  few  such  wnghly  argumcDts;  a  gcnend 
row  frrqii«'nil}r  t!t»ur»,  and  then  the  commtMuirjr  of 
pnlice,  throning  away  the  balance  of  juiiice,  resumes 
bis  proper  character,  drawfi  his  sword,  calU  the 
bayonets  to  hiti  an&iotunce,  drivrs  friend  and  foe  out 
of  the  thc-iitrc,  and  finitlies  with  taking  a  dozen  of 
the  dtMurbrrs  of  the  poscv.  as  they  ore  ihen  called, 
au  rio/on.  Thoae  who  have  been  drubbed  tnoMly 
pay  ihe  )>tpi'r. 

In  Havre,  the  sailors  and  the  clerks  are  the  um- 
pires. Dut  even  if  there  were  mofe  conipcuni 
judges  to  pronounce  a  dedsion,  the  theatre  of 
Havre  would  nut  be  much  belter,  for  the  traders 
hare  other  busiiiesH  to  mind  than  to  concern  them- 
selves about  the  arls,  and  besides,  Havre  is  a  French 
provinciol  town.  All  science,  all  art,  all  the  hif^er 
and  greater  interestH,  have  gradually  ooncentratnl 
themselves  in  Pari*,  and  life  in  ihc  province*  ii  thus 
bi-comca  life  of  downright  labour  or  imiulgenec. 
Havre  is  oiw  of  the  6r»t  commercial  towns  in  Eu< 
rope,  and  scarcely  a  trace  of  social  life  on  a  large 
scale,  of  art  or  acience,  is  to  be  found  in  it.  The 
regular  theatre  at  Havre  is  worse  than  many  slro). 
lingcompanies  in  other  countries,  and  it  is  only  when 
from  time  to  time  a  perfonner  comes  from  Paris  that 
jou  can  giveyouru'lfa  real  treat,  when  the  Havre 
Mtom  only  form  the  more  harsli  a  contrast  and 
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manifest  the  more  dearlj  the  sbieiice  of  all  art  in 
the  proTince. 

On  this  occanoD,  after  the  play,  a  few  viaitem 
were  introduced  to  the  public  :  some  Araba,  who,  a 
few  weeka  beftsc,  had  amused  Paris  to  satiety,  ex- 
hibited their  triclcs.  You  caiuot  help  admiring  the 
strength  and  eUsticity  of  these  people,  and  they 
al<Hie  are  sufficient  to  show  what  trouble  it  will  cost 
to  subdue  a  nation  that  makes  such  tricks  a  pasume. 
But  the  most  interesting  thing  to  me  was  the  youngest 
child  of  this  Arabian  family.  The  limb  and  neck 
breakiug  feats  and  tricks  performed  by  this  boy, 
touched  me  deeply,  for  he  bad  sucb  a  lovely,  mild, 
angelic  countenance,  that  he  was  certainly  formed 
for  something  else  than  a  conjuror.  Instead  of 
sending  civilization  to  the  Arabs  in  cartouch- boxes, 
a  hundred  such  children  brought  up  by  their  pa- 
rents in  Europe,  and  instructed  in  our  arts  and  sci< 
ences,  would  very  soon  civilize  all  Africa.  But  in 
our  days  the  high  and  mighty  are  acquainted  with 
but  one  medium  of  civilization  —  U»  bc^onettea  tn- 
tdiigentea. 

But  hold !  I  have  got  out  of  the  theatre  without 
scarcely  knowing  bow. 
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CHAPTER  V. 


loMpidlt;  trf  Modern  Tim*«l  —  Tlw  TiattUer  adiiMd  to  tuK  ll 
H*rk(*-plioM  — TheMirehfds  tnnoc«it>*t  Pwi*— Pagi*- 
doui  iplni  of  ih«  Duid*  dot  HiIIm— Mutrt  of  tUm  —  Th* 
pHhamcu  — Tbn  matkrtiog  Engliih  — Sashring  P«fl«  ot 
|]a*r»^LkD»iit*lion*  or  th*  Ccpiain*  mar  tlio  atialiuoo  al  tht 
^(Vgl'iE  CoiW— Charaeter  of  thr  MM-IIir  CUm  of  9«*brtn|[ 
M«n  — Th*  PElota  —  Ilia  Commiiii  Sailors  i  tbeit  brvtalitj: 
heniblp  in*laa<« -rf  it — TIm  Labniirjng  Claa*  —  Tha  Labatuw* 
Ik  the  Dock*  —  The  CaUcn  —  Tha  Shlp-Carpenten  —  Th« 
Onlinar;  Artinai — Svpaiatlan  ot  tli*  dilTurant  tl«M<«  et  Op*- 
nllim. 


The  cxpremoo  — lie  has  travcllod  —  formerly 
mcani  a  greal  deal,  but  has  now  wholly  lost  iu 
■ignificaitun.  Tti«rc  are  piTMoa  who  have  flown 
ihriiugh  rnont  or  the  counlru«  of  Eurufie,  who 
have  sern  all  its  capitals,  who  can  talk  of  every 
building,  ercry  museum,  every  arust,  aod  who, 
svvii  in  ihc  Minithine,  arc  aa  new  aod  as  green  in  thb 
world  OS  though  llu-y  hu)  never  croMcd  Uie  ihm- 
holfl  of  (heir  falhcr's  Ihiuw,  or  at  leoM  never  psfM-d 
the  boundary  of  their  puriih.  The  diligences,  the 
iron  railway!!,  the  nteam-vefaels,  are  the  k-vcrs  of 
this  progrcuion.  Pcojili;  travel  o  great  deal,  and 
while  they  ar«  travelling  they  arc  jutt  as  if  Ihey 
were  at  boiae.    A  coach  ncctdeat,  a  tabic  d'hOt« 
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■tory,  •  KceptJao  in  ■  uloa  ~-  such  ire  ilmoit  all 
the  ezperieoces  of  travel  that  people  bring  home 
with  them.  1  jsaifle  the  good  old  time>,  when  « 
mu)  made  bis  will  before  be  Kt  out  from  London 
fiv  Siioaif  or  from  Biiatd  for  Exeter.  A  fortnight 
puaed  on  tbe  road,  in  traTelling  a  distance  that  is 
now  performed  in  twelve  hours,  afforded  occanoa 
for  making  acquuntances,  for  adventures,  for  situa- 
tioas,  in  which  it  was  necewary  for  the  traveller  to 
have  all  his  wita  about  him.  That  was  the  romantic 
age  of  travelling.  Tbe  breaking  of  a  wheel  on  an 
almost  impassable  road  was  die  least  that  could  be< 
fill  him,  and  was  nothing  at  alt  in  comparison  with 
a  nooraas  in  which  he  stuck  fast,  because  he  followed 
a  will-o'*the-wisp— a  race  now  utterly  extinct.  And 
then  only  think  of  an  attack  of  robbers  I  A  clauic 
tedium  has  crept  into  travels,  I  might  almost  say 
into  the  whole  of  life,  since  that  has  been  driven 
from  the  boards.  A  simple  triad  —  unity  of  place, 
a  coach ;  unity  of  Ume,  set  down  in  twenty-four 
hours  at  the  place  of  desrin&tion ;  unity  of  action,  a 
commenced  but  not  half  spun  coach  intrigue —  has 
superseded  the  romantic  vidssiiudes  of  chance,  the 
bold  and  unlooked-for  complications  and  develop- 
ments of  the  good  old  times.  Whoever  yet  wishes, 
under  these  circumstances,  to  learn  something  by 
travelling,  I  advise  him  in  commercial  towns  to  visit 
the  Exchange,  in  manubcturing  towns  the  public 
houses  to  which  workmen  resort,  and  every  where 
thechurch,  theschool,and  the  market-place.  There 
he  will  perhaps  learn  something,  that  is  to  say,  if 
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h«  httR  brought  with  him  ejes  to  ace  and  ears  to 
hear. 

Whoever  has  been  in  Paris,  and  Iva*  no*  now  «nd 
ihcn  spent  an  hour  in  ibe  Marchd  dea  Innocent*— 
th«  kwnest  ir*>ny  thni  Chance  ever  devtfted  when  it 
Kiood  gtxlfittUcr  nt  ilio  rhmiming  uf  *  plaec  ^  let 
him  hold  his  tongue,  repent  him,  and  do  penance, 
whenever  Pnris  is  talked  of  in  his  preficnce.  Here 
you  find  an  explanation  of  the  qioch  when  the 
flames  dex  haUet  played  a  p.irt  in  hiniury  :  here,  too, 
you  find  an  explaiiotion  of*  the  revolution,  lh«  dm, 
the  second,  the  ihird  that  is  to  come,  and  of  all  suc- 
ceeding rcvolulti>n&.  To  a  certainty  ihc  French 
would  not  have  been  audi  bold  revuIuiioniAts,  if 
the  women  bnd  not  shamed  them  at  every  step,  and 
lnrce«l  them  to  act.  In  the  Mnrchi'  di-s  Innocenla, 
I  doubted  not  a  moment  that  the  women  had  first 
niMd  the  flag  of  insurrectiou,  though  it  were  but 
one  of  their  apron*,  thai  they  dtfied  the  bayonets, 
and,  alone  and  ttnarmn),  confronted  the  power  of 
a  king.  For  here  you  every  liour  soc  won»n),  in 
ronieniptof  the  nrmed  force  and  of  all  the  autho- 
rity of  ao  important  officer  of  itie  police,  displaying 
a  boldness  of  which  scarcely  a  conception  can  be 
formni  in  any  other  country,  and  which  even  in 
Pranee  might  stinme  all  the  other  wx.  In  Paris  I 
have  oHen  seen  men  quarrel  and  nbuw  one  another 
fur  half  an  hour  together,  without  proceeding  to  any 
manual  demonstralion ;  but  here,  in  the  Marchi!  dea 
IniioccniK,  I  hiive  occanionally  heani  women  lundy 
■buHi'c  cpiiliet*!  but  only  in  fun,  though,  as  soon 
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u  it  changed  Ui  earnest,  die  battle  was  well  Digh 
OTcr  before  I  kiKw  tluit  it  hiid  begun.  Two  market 
maen  qunrrt-llni  one  day  i  I  looked  nnotlior  way 
for  a  motncnl,  and,  when  1  turned  my  eyes  again  lu 
then,  bubold,  one  had  mode  a  weapon  of  her  wooden 
■boc^  the  other  vf  a  potato-mcaiiure,  and  both  w^re 
hort  de  combat  from  the  wounda  which  liicy  had 
mutually  infliclnl  in  a  cuupic  of  Hvonds.  Thv  peo- 
ple arc  ittc  best  observers  of  the  people,  and  ihey 
write  down  in  sharp  characters  tite  results  of  their 
obaer*atio«u  in  a  proverb,  in  a  j)opiilar  «iitici»n), 
and  thus  they  tay  in  FruDcc:  Lc3  hotntiit.i  »c  di»- 
pulmt,  U4  Jtmtof*  te  batlent.  Here  is  abundant 
matter  fur  philosophizing.  I  &hall  merely  add  — 
whoerer  would  study  the  chanicler  of  tli«  f>co))le, 
let  him  not  nii«t  a  mnrkct  day. 

Havre  i»  a  commercial  luwn.  and,  moreover,  a 
•(■•pott.  Its  character  is  comprehended  in  these 
two  words.  Without  trade  and  without  the  sea, 
the  Iowa  would  not  even  exiftt;  and,  without  the 
tndera  and  the  acafaring  people,  the  rest  of  the  in- 
habitants of  ilnvrc  would  not  be  worth  nienliomng. 
lo  the  market-place  this  is  as  clear  as  ponsible.  All 
the  attendants  of  the  market,  excepting  the  fitiher- 
roen,  who  go  ihilhcr  very  early  in  the  morning  to 
sell  tile  booty  which  ihcy  have  jusl  brought  in,  arc 
ihe  moM  ordinary,  evcry-day  creatures  that  can  be 
CDOceived ;  and,  often  as  I  have  made  the  tour  uf 
the  market,  much  as  I  have  been  interested  by  the 
variety  of  fruit,  native  ami  foreign,  ofTctrd  for  Mile 
by  cooimcTce  and  agricidturc,  by  tbc  inviting  culi- 
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aary  rcgvubles,  by  th«  inBDifold  and  extnoidinu-y 
produciiona  uf  tlie  &ea,  »o  littl*;  har«  I  been  uU 
tnctt-d  by  Ibo  people,  noliriibslHndiiig  iIkHf  Nor^ 
ntiui  ooMumcs,  notwith^Unding  th«  high  bclmvt- 
■hiped  eauckMM  (cap)  of  lli«  Homen.  They  were 
■U  quiet*  pmatc  buyer*  mid  Mrik-rB,  and  I  tcarcvly 
Koolkct  to  hive  etvr  xrrn  n  quaml  among  Uicnit 
or  hmnl  a  unart  thing  said  by  any  uf  thvin. 

I'hefv  were  but  two  jibenoiiiviia  in  tbe  market 
th«l  struck  me.  In  the  fir«t  place,  Ihc  said  fisho*- 
mea.  In  the  morning,  before  the  regular  maricet 
begins,  ibcy  oontc  hi-uvily  Indvn  with  iargi'  flat  ba^ 
keta,  in  which  tiK-y  bring  ibeir  fish  and  shrlUfish  for 
sale.  A  particular  person,  appointed  as  it  appears 
by  law,  frei{uenily  acts  as  saWsoian ;  be  ring*  a 
bell  to  coll  t)»e  buycra  uigeltier :  hut  I  have  onen 
«c«n  the  fialicnncn  traiiMict  the  bunness  ii>  person, 
wid  in  ihts  matter  tlH-y  always  showed  thcmsolTes 
worthy  of  thrir  elemeni  and  prufession.  They  are 
occuttonied  to  defy  ihe  teinp»t,  lu  mcft  it  calmly 
aiKJ  sikntly  :  »o>,  too,  ihcy  nxpoae  their  goods,  tell 
itui  priec  wiih  one  word,  let  the  rrtnil -dealers  of 
both  sexes  collected  aiound  find  as  much  fault  U 
thoy  please  with  i(,  and  outbid  one  another,  witboot 
taking  the  tenst  notice  of  the  ivoijte.Ht  of  tongues, 
till  the  sum  is  readied  which  they  coniiidcr  rvnsoD* 
able,  when  tliey  debrcr  their  goods,  pocket  lb* 
money,  and  quieily  go  ttvcir  way. 

A  fecund  not  uninteresting  phenomenon  ai  the 
market  in  iliat  of  the  l-'nglish  wImi  come  to  buy.  I 
liave  often  been  luld,  or  I  lutre  often  md,  that  no 
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ptoplc  are  to  perticubr  abuut  the  supfily  of  their 
Ulilv  ax  the  English,  anil  I  rewlilv  liclievt;  it,  to 
judge  fntm  [Iiohp  whn  arc  wn  inarkt.'Ung  here. 
With  a  cBuiioD,  with  a  scnitiiiising  looki  that  would 
da  honour  tu  itie  nnni  faBiidiuus  f[ourn>anil,  (hey 
rumine  every  cauliduwer,  every  linh.  They  ffp' 
ngolarly  through  the  Ixxik  tbnt  \\a  oficn  before 
dMnD,canp*r«thr<liScrc-ni  n-ailings,  and,  afu-r  fna* 
ture  ooaatdention,  decide  in  favour  uf  ibi-  turlKJi  on 
tfaa  Ivft,  or  the  soirs  on  the  right  band  sidv  of  tht 
fbb>tabl«.  Ho<t  many  hiMin  of  uwARy  digcatiooj 
must  it  ba^c  cost  ihi-m  to  attain  this  skill.  Tbi 
Engluh  are  the  reprcaentalivra  of  a  small  colony  of 
Btlitary  and  naTsI  officers  bving  here  upon  ha]f> 
p«y,  nr  of  tradmnrn  who  hare  retired  from  busi- 
IMH  with  the  nvtngs  of  twcfity  years.  God  bteasj 
their  Mtulies ! 


The  icafaring  pcnpiv  fi)rn)  a  not  ii)C<m>idvrat>l« 
claas  of  the  inhabitants  of  Havre.  The  captains  and 
heulenantB  of  ships  form  tts  aristocracy,  the  maten, 
pilots,  and  Riihermei)  tlie  middle  class, and  ihe  com- 
mon sailors  the  populace,  the  canaille. 

The  captains  have  I»ere  a  partieular  society,  a 
Vereie  dtt  CapHainen,  in  which  you  mci-t  wiib  a 
cordial  welcome  when  yoii  are  iutnxluced  by  one  of 
ibe  mcnibeni.  Among  this  class  of  scafoniig  men 
Tou  find  many  pmieaiing  vigorous  minds,  often  ex- 
lenaire  information,  and  who  have  of  course  »oen  « 
great  deal  of  the  world,  but  nuiuy  aI*o  who  are  rude 
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Uid  uncultivatcJ.  It  must  ctriainljr  wouod  every 
fteiiDg  heart  to  hear  how  ttiv^v  men  ta\ii  of  the 
■■ilors,  Slid  to  find  ihst  none  of  ihem  arc  oequainied 
with  soy  oibrr  means  of  beeping  their  crew  in  order 
but  n  rope's  eod.  In  the  ymr  I8S1>,  ideas  mure 
worthy  of  man  prevailed  fur  a  few  wtx-ks  in  Fraoce, 
Bod  in  conse(]uenec  tlie  old  sea-cudr,  the  ordinances 
of  whkli  luirmonixed  with  these  setuiments  of  (be 
cupuins,  wiLs  abolished.  Since  that  lime  they  are 
fortiidden  to  strike  the  men  ;  but,  when  the  captuna 
come  upon  (hi*  ituhject,  you  toon  [lerccive  that  tbey 
■Kcount  it  a  ton  of  herxHsm  (o  nwerl  iheir  omnipu- 
tence  in  a  few  sound  thumps,  in  spite  of  the  law. 
At  times,  too,  you  hear  complaints  that,  in  ooos^ 
queitce  of  the  abolition  uf  this  puuiiliment,  the 
•ulors  are  already  brf^nntng  to  regard  blows  us  de- 
grading, and  to  take  the  port  of  their  maltreated 
commdes.  The  captains  are  niosdy  petty  pochaa, 
who  know  no  law  but  their  own  will.  At  sea  this 
arbitrary  (Kiwer  may  wfnetiineA  be  iieoeMar^,but  to 
a  certninty  it  h«K  often  been  abused.  I  reoollea  a 
story  of  a  captain  having  cunMgned  to  the  hold  a 
youDg  ntan  who  was  pujing  court  at  the  same  lifOe 
with  himself  to  a  handsome  female  pasMunger,  in 
order  to  get  rid  of  a  troublesome  rival,  who  had  thus 
to  perfunn  the  greater  part  of  the  voyage  id  the 
nli-ni  company  of  bales  of  coffee  and  hogafacada  of 
sugar;  till,  on  rettchiug  land,  a  few  shots  which 
tiKy  exetuinged,  and  a  wound  which  the  captain  re- 
ceived in  the  arm,  restored  things  to  an  etjuilibnum. 
'I'hc  want  of  a  naval  code,  or  rather  of  a  flogging 
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code,  is  the  ererlastiDgcompIaiDt  of  the  ship-csptaios 
of  HsTre ;  and  most  assuredl j  not  a  week  passes  but 
the  Journal  du  Harre,  conducted,  as  I  have  already 
obaerred,  by  Corbigre,  himself  a  clever  seaman, 
ecboet  this  complaint.  All  seamen  agree  that,  vith- 
out  flogging,  nothing  is  to  be  done  with  the  sailors. 
Almost  all  the  military  officers  thought  the  same  in 
regard  to  the  soldiers,  and  the  House  of  Lords  in 
England  is  still  of  the  same  opinion,  though  expe- 
rience in  France  and  Germany  has  proved  the  con- 
trary. It  is  true  that  a  substitute  must  be  found 
for  corporal  punishment ;  it  is  true  that  the  sailors 
thenuelvesmust  first  be  unbruulized  ;  nndihat  time 
will  arrive,  when  hum&nity  has  learned  to  interpose 
an  energetic  word  with  the  framers  of  new  laws. 

The  legal  abolition  of  flogging,  however,  has  al- 
ready tolerated  very  beneficially,  as  I  have  just 
remarked.  The  low  moral  step  on  which  the  sailors 
stand  can  alone  render  this  punishment  necessary;  but 
when  the  sailors  are  once  humanized  by  education  and 
instruction,  which  have  hitherto  been  denied  them, 
they  will  themselves  take  good  care  to  be  treated  as 
men.  And  this  is  by  no  means  impossible,  nay,  it 
would  be  easy,  if  governments  would  e«tabli^  naval 
schools,  OS  many  of  them  have  established  military 
schools ;  if  they  were  no  longer  to  permit  raw  boys, 
as  well  as  the  older  sailors,  to  Equander  on  shore 
what  they  have  been  earning  at  sea.  Let  such 
schools  for  sailors,  in  which  every  ship-boy,  while 
on  shore,  should  daily  receive  instruction  for  several 
boors  in  reading,  writing,  and  arithmetic,  subsist  for 
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but  ten  jrews,  cod  the  wbolc  profnaion  would  Iw 
cfaiaged.  It  i>  vu\y  bjr  stiocking  at  ita  root  Lh« 
bmtolitjr  of  tlH.-«c  ii>eii|  a>nHi^ii<Kl  vrithout  jirotwiiun 
to  ui  alnioat  navagc  lUtr,  that  a  Kfortn  ia  poMtble. 
Ttic  oilier)-  for  a  flo^iig  code-  is  k  proof  that  jifo- 
pl*r  Boe  ihe  evil  wilhuul  caring  about  its  source,  with- 
out Uiinktug  of  setting  about  vuriog  it  froiD  withio. 
Ttie  middle  clft*t  of  tbc  scufariug  jwople  i»,  as  in 
all  otliers,  ihi;  kernel  of  the  whole.  Vou  often  find 
among  the  masters,  mates,  pilots,  and  fishermen, 
who  cumpoK  it,  cU-verer  idcu  tliun  in  an;r  other  pra- 
fennoii.  llic  n-oder  nttil  not  wkr  my  word  for  it ; 
let  him  only  turn  (o  the  novels  by  Coo|x-r  Hud  ollirr 
well  kouwD  naval  men.  They  have  run  the  rouod 
of  vice  and  brutality  wiiliout  sinkittg,  aod  this  of 
itadf  i*  u  proof  of  their  inward  worth.  MoM  of  iheui 
kre  ignoriinl  in  regard  to  knowledge  an|uircd  at 
Mbool ;  few  of  them  can  read  or  write  toknbly ; 
on  ih«  other  hand,  iliey  havi-  wen  much  in  their 
peregri  nut  ions,  uaA  thoy  huw  collected  u  htore  of 
practical  information,  sucli  as  is  not  often  to  bo  met 
with  in  any  other  condition.  They  have,  moreover, 
a  feeling,  a  conMciotuneitj,  of  their  nuuihoud,  a  bold- 
OCM  ihnt  i*  to  be  aaiuircd  only  in  daily  conflict  with 
a  mighty  element;  they  are  mastly  religious,  for 
they  have  often  enough  experieneed  that  the  strength 
of  man  is  but  as  a  child's  ImU  in  tlx;  hand  of  cxdicd 
Nature.  I  liare  mad«  ae()uaiiitiincc  here  with  a  nuie 
and  several  bosuwain*.  und  have  no  scruple  to  c«d> 
fe«  that  I  nhould  often  emxi^h  prefer  tlieir  sodcty 
to  that  of  a  l'irt>  mion  where  ttw  moM  eoiiacat  of 
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Uk  literary  mco  of  tbe  lUy  sre  assembled.  I  recoU 
Icci  s  circum«(anoc  which  provei  tliv  drlicucy  of 
fwliDg  ilutt  iIk-w  tan  frc<)ii(.-nllj'  )mwv»-h.  One  of 
mj  BoquaiaUincr  diaed  brrc  rrgutarl}'  nt  the  saow 
tabic  with  Kvvral  maus  and  boauwwns.  Tlw  Dame 
uf  aae  of  ibe  latter  wan  Joscpti.  Udc  day,  «h«n 
my  fricod  had  invited  me,  an  alicrcatioii  aruiw  during 
^lUT  bctwesD  Joacph  an4)  a  IrndvKiiiait,  The  lailcr 
had  affronted  Joteph,  I  do  not  recollect  how  j  the 
teaman,  vchmicmly  excited,  told  him  some  botne 
tntUui  rOM)  from  hit  seat,  and,  by  way  of  clenching 
Im  BOodudiog  aatteveration,  struck  the  table  to  vio. 
IcBtly  with  his  »ledK«<-l)nniin>T  of  u  lUt,  a.t  tn  nuke 
aSi  tlie  gUfwa  tiance  agnin.  lie  then  abruptly  u-iih< 
drew,M  though  tenaiblo  that  he  had  forgotten  him* 
irlf,  at  Imm  in  regard  to  tbe  other  persona  preaent. 
Thii  was  the  only  time  itiut  I  ever  witnened  any 
thing  of  the  kind  at  thiit  table,  where  I  often  dined, 
aod  where  frank  cordinlily  nnd  hearty  jokes  tiRually 
pnrwlcd  ;  and  I  commended  in  my  own  mind  that 
delicacy  which  had  induced  the  excited  seaman  to 
withdrew.  Bui  I  was  itill  more  turpriaed  when,  on 
leaving  the  house  in  about  an  hour,  Jowph,  who 
MMDcd  to  have  been  waiting  for  me,  begged  me  to 
Uepaatdc  with  him.  He  declared  that  he  was  ex. 
Imneljr  sorry  that  he  had  not  been  able  to  control 
his  feelings,  and  that  to  be  hiid  offended  ua,  and 
very  pmiiently  begged  my  |mrdon. 

Tbe  pilots  itnd  fitherrnen  form  a  particular  scc- 
tiun  uf  the  Eeafanog  elasa.  Tlio  rnnner  ate  a  di** 
tiiKl   body  of  govenunent  lervantii,  appointed  to 


9A 


HAVRE, 


steer  vessels  into  and  out  of  port,  sik)  Iti  liaMcn  lo 
thrir  as9)«uttce  in  ttornm,  amicUl  l)i«  ntnst  anful 
(langvnt.  And  llirir  coirnigv  urge*  thorn  *till  more 
llian  their  duty,  be  the  peril  ever  so  imminent,  to 
defy  the  temper  in  tUeir  Diiiall  luirtiA,  and  to  6f  lu 
the  succour  uf  ihu.se  why  art;  on  the  brink  of  de- 
■Iruetton.  I  might  call  titeni  the  pricus  of  tbe  sea, 
who  repair  lo  the  (King,  not  to  give  ihcm  the  tut 
blessing,  but  to  inspire  ihem  with  oouragc  and  con- 
6dcoc«,  but  to  rescue  ihvm  at  the  hazard  of  their 
own  live*  from  tlw  colfl  bund  of  death,  already  ex* 
tended  to  iteir.e  UU  afTHghinl  prey. 

The  piluu  and  liiiherroen  are  the  most  moral  and 
tbe  soundest  in  liody  and  mind  of  llw  whole  seft- 
faring  claiu.  The  rrasc>n  it  (imply  thi*— thry  hare 
familifR.  They  are  fathrra,  sons,  brother*,  and  re- 
turn almost  daily  to  their  homes.  If  any  one  can 
doubt  tbe  high  ntorol  effect  of  a  family,  let  him  but 
eotne  hither,  and  compare  ihi-«e  pilots  and  fishemen 
with  t)i«  rest  of  the  ivamt-n.  Both  cliunea  have  the 
like  oocu[Mttio(i,  ih«  like  educatiim,  Uve  upon  the 
aanw  dement,  under  the  Mime  influences,  and  yet 
aro  totally  diflV'tefil  in  ihrirnatorc:  fur  the  family 
is  the  temple  of  morality  in  this  world ;  here  ia  d(s 
posited  tbe  germ  that  is  some  day  to  pnxluce  sound 
fruit,  and  none  but  the  unloving  or  ilie  iiurfeiird 
with  love  can  dare  to  violate  this  Mineiiuiry. 

The  sailors  are  the  (lopulacc  of  the  KvfannK  clan, 
I  have  said  the  canaiiU,  not  bi-cause  I  roiitidrr  po- 
pulace and  canaillrM  synonymous,  but  because  the 
■glon   have    really    sunk    into  canailU.     1    doubt 
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whrtbcT  there  is  any  lower  step  on  ihe  scale  of  hu- 
DtanitT  than  thsi  on  whkh  ()m:  common  sailor  stands. 
Moat  of  them  arc  Mnall,  stunted,  wcakly-looking 
figures.  At  the  fint  glance  you  read  in  the  pale 
fcwure*  of  ilie!«c  unfortunate  tn«n,  animated  only  by 
tbe  glaiv  ((f  a  wild  eye,  the  frightful  deaulation  iliat 
prvvnla  within.  Their  life  is  the  mo*t  grievous 
pusiabinent  that  could  pos<il>ly  be  dcvi»«-d  ;  and  wa 
to  those  wbo  have  it  in  (iteir  power  to  help  here, 
■nd  neglect  to  help!  Every  thing  concurs  to  an- 
nihiUte  in  tlicse  men  the  beiit-r  part  of  man.  With- 
out education,  without  intl  rue  lion,  the  boy  goes  to 
tea*  and  enters  the  school  of  the  grosscM  depravity. 
Then  his  life  is  divided  into  two  halves ;  at  sen  he 
U  expowed  to  all  sorts  of  privations,  and,  at  the  same 
lime,  to  the  most  cruel  teinptaliuns  to  vice,  and  often 
to  the  tirutalily  of  a  captain  or  mate.  On  Hhore,  he 
enters  upon  a  life  which  has  for  him  neither  society 
nor  family;  inccseanl  lalx>ur  for  many  months  is 
succeeded  by  as  long  a  period  of  idleness.  These 
are  tranNitions  from  which  even  the  tried  man  might 
not  always  come  off  victorious.  On  their  arrival 
in  port,  the  sailors  receive  the  sum  which  they  have 
can>ed  in  four,  nx,  twelve,  and  often  more  months 
•I  Ma,  aiK)  with  this  money  ihcy  rush  into  the 
arms  of  vice,  till  they  have  spent  the  last  farthing, 
I  have  Ken  wme  of  them,  brutes,  or  what  is  worse, 
brutalized  men,  on  whose  haggard  ft.-atures  satiety 
was  legibly  inscribed,  an<l  who  neverlheU-SN  jiluiigcd 
with  in»d  eagerness  into  new  indulgences.  I  have 
witnessed  here  scenes  that  made  mv  hair  stand  on 
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■idcr  tbcmirlvcst  as  ihc  insurrections  in  Paris  aod 
Lyons  have  snffideotiy  proved,  as  oppressed,  de- 
frauded of  their  righi.  Tlicy  dtrmaiid  a  better  pc^ 
lition,  and  it  is  in  iliv  nature  of  ihingft  that  every 
one  wlio  dcinandy  something  l)rllcT  ih.m  what  is 
allotted  to  him  niusl  and  « ill  strive  above  all  (hin|[s 
lo  show  ihat  he  is  worthy  of  what  is  better.  This 
is  the  key  to  the  secret  of  the  oppres?*d,  of  all  op- 
positions sgainM  oppression.  Ht-nei:  it  i»  that  evtry 
where  in  Fraitct  ynu  find  the  opcrativi-s,  as  a  cUm, 
poMCSM-d  will)  a  spirit  aspiring  to  somcihinj*  higher, 
and  the  roajorily  of  them  less  sclfiili*  less  immoral, 
ttuui  thuiie  whom  they  particularly  cliarge  with 
cgoltim  aiid  immorality.  Besidn,  labour  of  itirlf 
has  a  tendency  to  moralinei  inasmuch  as  it  prescrvi-a 
frotn  excesses. 

The  labouring  class  in  Havre  ia  divided  into  two 
•eclions,  the  onv  consiiling  of  those  wbo  are  em- 
ployi-d  in  the  building  nnd  ci|uipiiH-iii  of  shi]M,  and 
who  work  in  the  docks  and  harbours,  and  ordinary 
artisan*.  The  labourers  in  the  docks  are  extremely 
well  olT:  they  receive  high  wages,  but  what  tiuite- 
rially  improves  their  ounditioa  is  that,  in  loading 
and  unloading  the  sliifn,  thvn  is  always  some  prr- 
ciuisite  or  other  falling  to  their  share.  Thus  they 
ore  enabled  to  »upply  their  fiiniilii-s  with  sugnr, 
coffee,  and  suchlike  articles,  and  mostly  have  some 
of  them  to  spare ;  this  they  sell  to  the  retailers,  and 
so  make  .1  little  nioitey.  This  ihc  merchants  call 
thefi,  and  I  shall  not  dispute  the  correcioosa  of  the 
U-nii,  but  UK-rely  obsene  that  tbvy  iliL-niselves  Git 
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wiUi  xiteir  samplex  cellar  and  ktlch«D,  tind  mJI  wh«t 
tbric  will  not  hold.  Owing  to  tJii«  favounblv  pon- 
tion,  thelaboiircrsin  the  docks  are  pt-rrccily  satisfied 
tnth  their  drcumBtanc«g,  and*  coii»e(iu«Dtlj',  with 
the  goremnicni  upon  the  whole. 

Tb«  cidltcn  form  a  dittiDct  class,  a  sort  of  ciou: 
mrparatioD,  into  which  they  admit  as  apprt-ntices 
none  but  the  joim  nf  calken,  Tbt-y  «ini  nbnut  eight 
francs  per  day  :  thrjr  consiiler  ihesr  high  wages  as 
eiidenoe  of  their  merit,  and  regard  tlicir  trade, 
vhich  cufUMts  chiL'fly  in  paying  the  sraniH  of  s)iip» 
with  tow,  coppering  tlivtr  bottoms,  &c.,  la  oik.-  re- 
i]uiriQg  extnwrdinary  udent*  "  My  Jean  issn  mm; 
he'll  nerer  be  a  good  caJker,  and  st>  he  ilinll  lie  a 
waicbmakcr."  Such  was  tJ>e  exprvtiiiion  wliich  I  once 
beani  used  by  one  of  titne  men  who  cntcruun  such 
lugh  notions  of  their  profession. 

The  ship-carpcntcra,  tuidinaker»,  Scc,  ore  in  a  let* 
favourable  pooiiion  ;  but  they,  too,  arc  tolerably 
well  off,  and  raoet  of  them  contrive  in  time  to  luvea 
Ktllo  ca(»tal,  a*  wind  and  weather  ket-p  tiii^m  i-ro- 
ployed  all  ilie  yew  rt>uod.  Then-  are,  iicvcrlhelcss, 
diaeonienicd  persons  nn>ong  them,  and  1  became 
Mqiutnlt^d  tiiih  such  a  one,  who  was  a  demucraiic 
Icgilimttt,  in  mud)  the  Mune  spirit  ax  the  Gii»!tte  de 
France.  The  influence  of  hiit  circumstunceM  upon 
bim  woa  obviotiK  at  the  fir»l  glance.  He  was  in- 
dustriou*  and  active,  but  his  earnings  did  not  permit 
bim  to  procure  for  his  children  liuit  in.itruciion 
whiich  be  deeoted  necessary  fur  ihem:  out  of  hi* 
Mfing*,  ibcrefure,  he  now  and  then  bought  a  book, 
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studied  it  ovcr-nighl,  and  what  he  ihuf  learned  him.  i 
•elf  lie  taught  hischildreo  as  well  sshe  could.  This^^ 
is  nn  example  that  frequently  occun  amtmg  the" 
labouiiiig cUiw  in  France;  and  I  rectiltcct  hnw  dtvply 
I  van  ikffcvlvt]  vihvii,  at  R  (iMtribuiMm  of  the  priiies 
given  by  the  Jstociation  Poly  technique,  af^cr  all 
the  scholars  had  received  ihcir  prizes,  the  name  of  « 
labourerwaa  called,  and  MIC  of  the  teachers  iiifornxsi 
ihe  asiCDihly  that  this  man,  llu.'  grey-he;idcd  t'atlier 
of  u  nuiuerous  family,  unfortutiatHy  out  of  work, 
ngulariy  attended  tJ»e  lectures,  while  his  rliildren 
were  mrning  daily  bread  fur  him  and  hi»  sick  wife, 
that  he  might  carry  home  and  communicate  what  he 
had  learned  to  his  sons  and  daughters  while  at  their 
work,  and  in  iht-ir  leisure  hours.  These  arc  traits, 
which,  lilcc  Rtragglint;  (unbuami,  pniinisc  a  bcti<T 
future. 

The  ofdinary  arusaoa  in  Havre  are  worse  off  than 
in  rooat  other  (owas  of  France,  for  no  whm  in 
Franoe,  excepting  Paris,  is  living  so  dear  us  in 
Havre,  and  labour  is  not  nearly  so  well  paid  for  in 
)in'|)iiriion.  It  iis  Utcrcfore,  no  wonder  that  there 
shuiild  he  ntorc  ditonteni  ainotig  this  cliuis  of  peuple; 
and  there  arc,  indeed,  many  ortiitans  in  this  luNn 
who  entertain  hostile  sentiments  against  the  goTcni> 
nicnt.  In  this  clau,  as  in  erery  other,  there  an 
very  meritorious  peo))lc.  But  among  the  artisans 
in  France  theory  is  often  carried  into  action,  and 
ilxni  lays  violent  hands  upon  the  laws.  An  in 
stance  of  this  kind  fell  within  my  knowk-dge.  ■$, 
jotimcynuin  cabinetmaker  earned  about  iwu  frsi 
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per  day,  lod  out  of  (his  he  had  to  find  lodging 
food,  aad  dothing  for  himself,  a  wife,  and  fire 
childnn.  A  man  niiiU  be  a  cainjurar  to  du  this  in 
Havn-.  Mymhinotmnkcrargucd  in  thisway:  •'! 
■■B  an  hoDctt  working  mao,  riac  vnrly,  and  go  to 
fard  ble.  and  my  handa  are  never  idle.  Kfy  con- 
nence  is,  thervfon-,  easy  wlieii  I  am  not  able  to 
pay  for  what  ■»  nconnry  for  my  mbtiElence.  A« 
I  cm  resolved  not  to  get  into  debt  with  any  poor 
ibopkeeper  or  arlinD,  I  alirays  take  ludjpng*  in  the 
hoaae  of  mne  nun  who  is  well  to  do  in  ihc  world, 
sod  lira  iherr  till  he  ttims  n>c  out,  I  have  but  two 
beds,  one  table,  and  three  chairs  for  seven  peraontt, 
and  thf  law  docs  not  allow  my  ^ods  to  he  srizcd. 
So  tny  children  hare  bread,  and  the  landlord  han 
odIv  a  hundred  fraiKN  lena  at  the  year'*  end." 
I  had  noi  the  heart  to  oundi-nin  liim,  for  distrwa 
was  inMrribed  in  k-giblc  I'hamctcrs  upon  his  face; 
but  I  felt  that  this  reaaoning  is  the  first  link  of  the 
diain  by  which  Locciioire  reasoned  himself  to  the 
■csfTold. 

Uut  let  mc  quote  an  instance  of  the  higher  aspi- 
fatton  of  a  wnrking  n>an  of  Ilarrc.  In  almost  every 
town  there  is  now  among  the  French  operatives  one 
or  another  who  strives  to  create  fur  himK'lf  a  lite- 
t*ry  >|diere  of  nciirm.  Thus  Havre  has  its  poet  in 
the  person  of  s  journeyman  linlor,  named  Contarre 
Kilbey,  who  has  written  a  comcdyin  verse,  entitled 
Jdtiineou  la  coguettme,  some  extracts  from  which 
have  appeuod  in  the  periodical  publications  of 
Havre.     If  his  verse*  ore  not  above  criticism,  they 
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nBbrd  at  lost  xnolhiT  proof  liuw  auidiiuu^Iy  ilte 
tturking  clau  in  Fnncc  ii  striving  to  raiK  ilMtf  to 
a  h)^)it-r  Kiiij  ou  the  scale  of  sock-ty. 

Tlio  ojicmlives  ia  Havre  keep  ibemaelvea  more 
dUtinct  ihati  in  most  of  tliu  other  towiu  of  France. 
That  (he  (iiflc'renl  classes  of  them  here  ain  be  ><> 
eafily  JislinguiKhed,  is  of  itself  a  peculiar  circum- 
•Uuicc.  1 1  is  the  natural  cuiise^uence  of  tlte  fottn 
assumed  by  society  at  Uiis  plai-e.  Almost  everjr 
class  has  a  pnrlicular  interest,  a  particular  wny  of 
life  :  the  mercbaou^  are  confined  to  their  counting- 
houses  and  the  Kxchunge  ;  the  M.iifaring  )ico{ile  are 
every  where  a  separate  body,  associniing  together, 
and  repelling  more  or  less  ptrsons  of  utlii-r  profcs- 
timis;  (lie  labourers  in  the  ducks  are  also  totally 
tliktind  from  the  artisans.  A  consequence  of  thia 
state,  is  that  much  (hat  is  antiquated  and  exclusive, 
though  rooted  out  of  the  inmituiiims  liy  the  revolu- 
tion, i(  still  rviaii>ed  in  iimnncrs  and  custuins.  Thty 
are  still  morally,  (hough  rwtt  legally,  divided  into 
guilds,  into  corps  d'tftai,  adheru  mure  closely  too- 
ther than  formerly,  and  celebrate  each  their  peculiar 
festival  every  year.     Last  year  I  attended  two  such 

fcHiivals,  that  of  the  smiths  on  the  day  of  Si. , 

what  is  the  name  of  the  painm  saint  of  the  uoithi  ? 
— and  that  of  the  cahinetinakerH  on  Sl  Anne'a  day. 
But  these  feasts  detervc  a  (urticular  description,  for 
which  I  may  perhaps  find  occasion  hereafter. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

MuiBsn  •!!■)  CiHlonu  of  th«  Peofle  of  H*tre — Noetofti*]  Dines 
— PratiBlaulM  U  U*n »)(<■— WnldinK  FnTivitie*— Catluiui 
M  F«nenl»— QikM  Pnkj— A  Qnack  Doclor— Conlp»fison  of 
hu  Onuory  >iilh  thai  ct  ibr  (xililiral  Charlilkiw^Antqin*.  tb« 
MtaiMt-iDalur — Hcnwtlu  on  the  French  cQitoni  nf  putting  cut 
ova-bon  laluu  to  oarw  — CtilU-liinb  and  Chrliteulog. 

Wars  we  take  up  the  narrative  oF  a  traveller 
who  ha*  risited  Asia.  Afrka,  America,  Australia, 
at  cren  onl^  I^planct  or  Turkry,  we  may  be  ]>rrttir 
sure  thai  w*  shall  find  tome  inleresting  particulars 
relative  to  lh«  manners  and  cu!itiini.i  of  the  pev>plc. 
Bat  you  wuuld  look  in  vtuii  for  any  Uiing  of  tliat 
kind  in  the  irm-ks  of  our  modern  tourists.  They 
hare  to  attend  to  mattcn  of  mucii  greater  impor- 
tance, to  tell  u>  that  they  dined  with  his  excellency 
the  count,  that  tl>ey  IimI  a  n»)st  interesting  conver- 
latioQ  with  her  exeelleiMiy  the  counter,  or  that 
they  toyed  with  her  luuidtotne  waiting-mnid ;  that 
yesterday  they  wcrv  unwell,  and  theretbrc  we  have 
no  letter  fram  them  of  ycsterdj)  'a  date.  In  these 
illiwlrated  works,  eTery  thing  revolves  round  lh« 
principal  |H-rM>n,  which,  like  tlic  rum  among 
a  flock  of  sheep,  ee)i|»es  and  looks  down  with 
pity  on  all  about  him.  But  there  ts  another 
why    Iravehi,    when    they    treat  of  civi- 
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liEcil  nations,  arc  destitute  of  every  thing  chu- 
roctrristic,  namely  tlie  apparent  or  real  want  of 
cliaracler  in  llio.te  natioti».  Th«y  ajipear  al  first 
sight  to  be  nil  cut  out  froin  onv  [wltcm,  and  the 
difTerrnces  ririko  those  only  vho  know  how  to 
pcn<.-tnuc  into  the  depths  of  society,  which  is  onen 
as  difficult  as  to  desoeiid  the  shaft  of  a  mine,  and  in 
which  at  times  ttie  nioel;  brushed  eo«l  geU  sadly 
soiled.  This  may  ba  one  rewoo  fur  the  mnisuoo. 
I  should  like  &  Bedouin  or  ■  Chinese  to  make  • 
tour  through  the  countries  of  Europe  bim]  to  give 
us  an  uucount  of  it.  Nothing  more  is  re(|ui»iic  than 
lo  tUntl  totally  out  o(  the  tphtiro  of  ilw  daily 
usages  of  our  somewhat  monotonous  quarler  of  lb« 
glolx:  to  moke  the  matter  !i|)|MMr  highly  in(erestin||. 
The  people  of  Havn-  bi-long  lo  thechiuorcmlind, 
that  is,  rounded  olf,  blunted,  filed  Kuropeans,  attd 
at  firiit  sight  all  titese  look  as  much  alike  as  one 
egg  is  lo  another,  oik)  it  is  dilHcult  to  disoovir  any 
thing  origioolt  any  thing  characteristic. 

One  eTcniog  1  was  returning  hotne  late  froot  an 
excuFMon  in  th«  environ*,  whistling  a  tunc  of  my 
own  country.  On  the  otlter  side  of  tho  bridge 
leading  over  the  Dosstn  du  JI<m  to  the  tiuorier  of 
Si.  Franfois  is  a  Krleraldy  Hpocion*  filacf.  wlicra 
the  streets  of  tha  Quai  dcs  Casernes  and  llic  Quai 
de  Marimotte,  and  the  Rue  Koyale  terminate. 
On  arriving  there,  I  wo:!  not  n  little  «ur|mMtl  lo 
find  a  large  circle  of  dancers  of  both  sexe«,  skip- 
ping  about  in  a  ring  to  the  song  of  a  woman,  tho 
r^rain  of  which  «nt  always  rcpe«l«l  in  dwnit  by 
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the  whole  putjr.  Wbeo  the  fint  aaog  was  finiriied, 
ODotbtt  fraiale  b^an  riffgi^g  aitother,  and  so  on, 
the  ompaay  cootiouaUy  whiiibf^  round  in  a  circle^ 
and  the  number  otthe  danoen  gradually  iDcreanDg, 
aa  all  wb»  bai^mwd  to  pan  tiiat  way,  wbeCber  ic- 
qiuuntmees  w  Btrangen,  joiaed  tbe  ring,  and  aaog 
and  danced  along  witb  tbon.  I  was  myaelf  at  lait 
drawn  into  the  sport,  when  a  red-dieeked  Normao 
lasB  offered  me  her  hand,  which  I  look  without 
heaiti^oik  Tbe  wildeat  mirth  preriuled  here,  and 
knew  neither  etiquetu  aor  affectation.  Every  new 
eong,  often  full  of  coane  wit  and  douljie-entendreB 
eanly  understood,  gave  fresh  life  to  the  dance. 
This  lasted  perhaps  half  an  htmrt  when  the  arcle  was 
broken,  and  the  whole  motley  party,  hand  in  hand, 
proceeded,  hopping  and  jig^^  tbnHigh  the  streets 
to  another  place,  where  the  round  was  again  formed, 
and  the  dance  b^ao  afresh.  Nothing  but  weariness 
and  the  lateaess  of  the  hour  put  an  end  to  tbe 
frolic.  Tbe  ring  became  gradually  smaller,  and, 
when  my  n^hbour  too  dropped  her  hand  from 
fatigue,  I  withdrew  also.  I  accompanied  her,  and 
b^ged  her  to  inform  me  what  was  the  occasion 
of  this  merrimaking.  I  learned  that  it  was  the 
feast  of  some  saiut,  whose  name  I  forget,  the  patnm 
of  the  bakers,  who  kept  up  these  sports  in  tbe 
streets  in  honour  of  him,  after  dining  and  enjoying 
themselves,  Ukewiw  in  honour  of  him,  at  a  publtc- 
bouse  at  Ingouville.  I  was  told  that  umilar  festi- 
vities took  place  on  the  days  of  the  patron-smnts  of 
o^r  trades,  and  afterwards  found  this  ccmlirmed 


104 


UiVRE. 


by  rxperience.  I  fthould  bave  no  dtfBcully  ia  Incing 
Iwck  the»e  festivals  tu  Kuman  anil  Nomuin  [xt- 
fpnUm  i  but  iIhr  inquir)-  I  reserve  for  &  Tuiufe 
))rizc-que>tion,  and  content  m^radT  for  ibe  prcaeni 
witli  remarking  the  piireij-  pitgan  churacter  of  tlie 
■purUt  uf  iIicim;  bocclinnaliwi  buker  hdn  and  Inaae^ 
wbo,  in  honour  of  St.  Somebody  and  hia  martyrdom 
and  his  abstioenc-e,  turn  night  into  day,  and  divine 
•ervke  into  a  wild  frolic. 

BcMdc«  these  festiraU,  I  bav«  occasionally  wiu 
nea»ed  wliat  had  the  app^rancc  of  cliaracterislic 
popular  ctikluniK.  Bicih,  mitrriAge,  aiid  burial,  arv 
the  Itircc  principal  wcnu  of  life,  and  they  furnish 
nations  with  more  especial  ficcssion  to  express  them- 
Hclve*  iu  their  peculiar  way  and  manner.  But 
nince  llu:  march  of  improveinviit  ha>  tK-guii  lo  trim 
oieu  here  to  one  unilbrm  puiivrn,  origiiul  popular 
customs  are  becoming  more  rare ;  but  a  relic  of 
tlwrn  is  still  left  h^rc  uikI  tlicrc. 

Maningv,  for  insUnce,  aSunls  the  Nonnao  cha- 
rsctrr  oc<;a>ion  to  display  itself  more  oonsfVicuously. 
A  week  or  a  furlnighl  before  the  wi-dding,  tlie  mar- 
riage  eoiilnict  is  di»cu&scd.  To  this  end,  the  young 
cuu[>le  and  tbcir  parenu  generally  meet  at  the 
house  of  the  bride.  The  young  pcojtie  muy,  in 
Bome  cases,  marry  for  lovo.  but  the  inattcr  is  mostly 
a  trading  spoculalion,  and  the  parents  scldoai  re- 
gard it  in  any  otlter  light.  Accordingly,  the  mar- 
riage  contract  is  diKUMii)  precisely  lu  a  nuilter  of 
business;  the  parents  mutually  strira  to  overreach 
ont  iDother;  they  baigain  and  dispute,  and  the 
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partMY  stand  out  about  the  value  of  five  or  ten 
(hukca.  All  that  the  bride  i*  to  rccdve  it  flnt 
tpedfied,  raJucd,  and  inserlcd  in  the  contract,  af^er 
the  old  folks  have  long  d»piited  about  the  amuuni, 
and  St  last  settled  that  poiDl.  Then  comes  the 
offer  of  the  parents  of  the  liridegrtxim,  whioh  in 
genemlly  njected  as  inmfficient  by  tliow  of  the 
Inde.  Thev  strive  to  obtain  first  a  few  (housand 
fraaca,  then  a  few  hundred,  and,  if  iKiffled  in  thi«, 
■I  leaat  fifty,  more,  till  that  matter  too  is  settled  be- 
treefl  them.  The  conditions  in  ciue  of  death  are 
then  amui):^,  and  titesc  mostly  stipulate  that  if 
nther  party  dies  before  there  is  issue  of  the  mar- 
riage, h\»  or  ker  poriion  ^liall  revert  to  the  family. 
I'be  bridcgrxxmi  frequently  seeks  to  testifv  his 
aflection  by  valuing  the  furnilare  and  clnthea 
brought  by  the  bride— for  every  tliinj;  i»  vnUie<i*l<» 
■  he  last  slocking  —  beyond  their  value,  the  coo- 
•equence  of  which  is  that,  in  case  of  her  death  under 
tha  circumstance*  jun  mentioned,  a  f^ood  part  of 
hm  property  passes  into  the  hntuls  of  her  parents. 
Several  instances  were  mentioned  to  me,  in  which 
tbeae  «»ld  witliotit  mcrey  the  property  of  the  [K)or 
aridowcf  by  public  auction.  Abundance  of  law- 
suits arise  out  of  these  oonlracta,  and  it  would 
almost  teem  at  tliongh,  in  drawing  tbem  up, 
the  contracting  piniea  hod  an  eye  to  thcM  suits 
much  more  than  tu  the  hiippinoM  of  their  children, 
and  were  more  intent  on  providing  against  the  for- 
nwr  than  on  securing  the  latter.  I  shall  have  occa- 
sion hereafter  to  ikHkc  the  fondnccs  of  the  Normans 
for  litigauoo.  r  5 
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•  -  Great  rejoicings  nrc  of  course  mndc  U  wiKlciing*. 
Pcusiing,  drinking,  sin^ng,  and  dancing,  arc  ae- 
ceunry  roncomiUints.  A  pretty  general  Frencli 
poptilnr  ciiMum  is  the  untyin);  of  tlic  garter.  Hen 
in  Normandv.  (he  bride  ties  up  her  stocking;  wiili 
blue  and  urhite  gartent ;  in  Piirit,  timrc  IS30,  they 
at*  blue,  red,  nnd  wbitc:  and  when  dinner  » 
nearly  over,  one  oT  die  party,  in  Normandy  mostly 
B  boy,  creeps  under  tiic  uihle,  unl<MJM«  and  carries 
ofT  one  of  the  garters,  and  exhibits  it  amidst  the 
cheera  and  applause  oC  the  company  ;  it  is  then  cut 
into  small  pieci.'«,  and  c»di  of  the  male  gi 
attaches  one  of  ihem  to  his  bultonholr. 

Tl»c  yfrtrfoiM  and  the  danus  d'hontmir  are 
met  with  pretty  pencrally  tiirouj^liuul  all  I-'runce 
at  weddings.  Tliey  are  the  guar<liaus  of  the 
bride,  an<l  their  duty  is  to  take  care  that  her 
honiinr  does  tkoi  kufTvr  during  ihn  day.  Every  luM 
that  the  bridrgroom  gives  to  the  bride  is  a  disgrace 
for  them ;  and  whenever  the  young  couple,  wlio 
strive  to  elude  thdr  vigilance,  can  steal  a  sly  wn- 
broce,  the  ^rforu  and  dames  d'honnmr  tuv  ex- 
poaod  to  the  derision  and  raillery  of  all  pre«CTit. 
But,  should  llic  bride  and  bridegroom  conirive,  in 
an  unguarded  moment,  to  withdraw  sM-retly,  the 
itorm  iliat  ensues  is  tremendous.  The  official  ^^ 
guardians  are  soundly  rated,  and  they  have  to  ^| 
search  (lie  house,  from  the  cellar  to  the.garrel,  till  ^' 
they  find  itie  tranagrcasorM  against  the  code  of 
honour,  and  bring  tbem  back  in  triumph.  This 
practice  is  sensible  enough,  and  certainly  origl- 
naled  in  a  coaincndable  popular  feeling. 
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i*«:ulj«rca8Unn9dsotake))1acr«tfurMnl«.  Asm 
many  ulher  places  in  France,  the  catholic  coogro- 
galion  has  do  heme ;  the  dead,  iberefore,  are 
alwaja  earned  to  the  grave  by  bearers  appointed 
for  the  purpOM.  This  imparts  greater  Boli-mnity 
to  the  ruDcral  proccsaioos.  The  hearse  i»  ilsell'  a 
Boci  of  grara ;  the  coffio  u  vithdrawn  by  it  rrom 
oar  aglili  and  we  aln-ady  fevl  ourselves  to  be 
wparated  farther  from  it  than  when  il  is  borne 
before  tUk  At  Havre  you  rre({uently  see  nil  the 
■vmaU)  more  npednlly  the  domestic  servniiu,  of 
tba  deceased  roUowbg  the  corpse ;  and  if  thi^  prac- 
tice b  in  ilaelf  perfectly  lensiblc,  it  is  converted  into 
iGiroo  by  the  way  in  which  i)>e  mounicrt  are 
drussed  up  in  a  broad-brim  mcd  hat  with  long 
crape  band.  AAer  ibe  servants  conies  BouiL-limes  a 
Jong  train  of  paupers,  wbo  arc  caUm)  pleurenra. 
Tbew  mostly  carry  a  large  loaf  under  iheir  arm, 
to  teMify  to  all  the  world  that  the  deoaased  thought 
of  ihem  in  dying,  lliough  )MTha]M  he  had  mode  by 
iltical  gains  the  money  which  paid  for  th?  bread. 

Fururtal  entertainments  are  met  with  iti  Nor- 
inaody,  at  ahnoot  every  where  else,  and,  titough 
now  a  mockery  of  lornnv,  they  owe  their  origin  to 
ibe  circumstances  of  former  times,  when  towns  were 
matt  rare,  and  when  friends  and  acquaintances  caiiie 
from  ibe  country  for  many  leagues  round,  and 
nalurally  had  need  of  rcfrvshnn^nt.  A  peculiar 
costom  Ihtc  —  at  least  it  is  new  to  me  —  is  that  of 
preaentiog  to  the  priests  who  attend  the  funeral  a 
'  of  gloTts  on  a  large  salver :   they  take  tliem, 
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<)iiinly  put  them  in  ilicir  pocket,  retaining  lh«ir 
own  glovra,  or  even  fullowing  the  proccMion  without 
nuy.  Thiis  thew  reverend  jMUtors  are  here  turned 
into  dealers  in  glo%'cs,  and  many  u  glove  given  at 
a  funeral  may  at  (he  next  boll  griup  the  hand  of  a 
light- iH-artetl  and  hght-lboted  (air  une  threading  the 
maxcB  of' the  merry  dance.  Extreme*  meet.  The 
protestanis  have  u  hearse,  and  so  the  whole  cere- 
mony pnMV«  oS'in  the  pi-uaaic  Protestant  fonn. 

I  may  further  remark  that  here,  as  in  lu  many 
other  places,  a  person  caunoi  die  vrithoui  a  cuprul 
of  fnun  eighty  to  one  hundred  franca,  if  he  would 
be  decently  put  into  the  ground,  and  not  go  upon 
lick  afUr  hiii  death.  But  enough  ol'  the  dead ;  let 
ui  return  to  tlie  living. 

Had  I  not  happened  tu  kM-pa  sort  of  diary  aincr 
my  midcttce  in  Havre,  (here  would  ha\e  hern 
nothing  to  remind  nie  that  to-thiy  i»  Good  Friday. 
f^  the  stn.'cta  (he  iihiuI  daily  hurtle  of  busy  life ; 
the  merchan(E  oswmbli^]  in  the  open  itir  beforv 
the  vhurch,  tiy  way  of  'Change ;  in  tl>e  market 
lioycn  and  sellers  haggling  Of  they  were  yet- 
terday  and  the  day  before —  all  (his  is  so  totally 
diSereni  from  (he  quiet  of  Good  Friday  in  my  own 
country,  that  one  need  hut  walk  through  itie  streela 
of  Havre  on  (his  day  (o  convince  one'a-self  how 
rude  a  abock  the  CbriMiun  religion  has  rveeived  in 
France.  It  will  be  difficult,  nay  impossiUe,  to  re- 
store It :  and,  though  (he  waD[  of  a  religious  feeling 
—  it  is  certainty  notiiin^  more  )et^seei»>  to  be 
spnading  among  tlie  people,  (hi»  wilt  only  be  the  Geld 
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in  whi(^  new  seed  may  some  day  be  sown,  but 
which  will  scarcely  impart  fresh  vigour  to  a  dying 

plaot. 

The  sacredness  of  the  day,  and  even  a  tempera- 
ture of  three  d^rees  below  zero,  did  not  prevent  a 
charlatan  firom  offwing  his  goods  for  sale  in  the 
open  air  in  the  public  market-place.  It  is  charac- 
teristic  enou^  that  these  men  are  still  allowed  to 
cany  on  their  trade  in  enlightened  France,  and  that 
they  yet  find  customers.  I  occasionally  heard  a 
wish  expressed  that  the  government  would  put  an 
end  to  ^e  nuiunce ;  but,  to  look  at  tlie  matter  in 
the  proper  light,  this  would  be  a  crying  injustice ; 
for,  since  Robert  Macaire  may  become  minister, 
peer,  deputy,  advocate,  physicnon,  and  even  parson, 
and  has,  it  is  said,  at  times  been  all  these,  it  would 
be  a  denial  of  all  consitnguinity  to  pretend  to  stop 
the  trade  of  these  street  Macaires.  I  have  often 
listened  to  them  with  pleasure,  and  admired  the 
natural  eloquence  of  the  French.  I  can  assure  you 
that  the  ad<lre£s  delivered  by  this  quack  in  Havre 
edified  me  almost  as  much  as  the  speeches  of  Messrs. 
Guizot,  Thiers,  and  Mauguin  have  ever  done,  and 
perhaps  none  but  those  of  Messrs.  Fulchiron  and 
Bugeaud  have  given  me  greater  pleasure  than 
that. 

I  am  sorry  that  I  cannot  write  short-hand,  and 
that  the  cold  did  not  permit  me  to  take  notes.  I 
would  otherwise  have  translated  the  whole  speech, 
which  would  be  a  model  of  parliamentary  eloquence, 
and  shame  M.  Thiers  himself  •-  though  perhaps 
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DDt.  It  was  made,  id  regard  (o  form,  cx(«tnporr. 
for  ibe  H|K-<Lker  sot  out  with  MunriiiK  his  hearars 
tlwi  lu;  would  be  brief,  as  ihc  weather  woulti  not 
admit  of  ioag  ifteecha,  and  he  lud  do  wish  to  tire 
his  heorcn.  *'  Jtt  serai  court;  Dimtiours !  je  n'sbu- 
serai  pas  dcs  ntoments  prccieux  dc  moo  CBtiinabl«  ct 
honorable  auttiioire."  1  would  lay  a  wapr  that 
ihcto  goltli'n  vmrds  of  the  qaack's  occur  in  bi  lean 
one  hundred  thousand  speeches  of  tlie  greater  or^ 
tors  of  France  and  England,  and  iit  lour  out  of  five 
since  ISSO  in  r'raiicc  And,  to  make  the  reseim- 
Uance  still  more  striking,  the  honourable  charlatan 
tlicn  con)mfrDC«d  a  short  address,  whidt  last«l  a 
good  hour. 

'*  Gentlemen,"  say«  an  orator  in  the  chamtwr  of 
dcfiuties,  *'  the  political  sc-ietK'»  hare  itiitde  groK 
advance* ;  new  systems  have  In-cn  inTmtcd  and  a|>> 
plied,  and  we  deny  tiot  that  tlicse  have  often  pro- 
duced very  beneficial  results.  Dut  shall  ire  oa 
that  acDuUDt  und<trrate  the  experience  of  our  Ibrfr- 
fathers;  shall  we  reject  the  ^ood  nhich  our  ta* 
ceslors  had  the  skill  to  draw  forth  from  the  circle 
of  their  knowledge  ?  No,  gentlemeo,  let  us  adher* 
to  ancient  experience,  tried  by  tl>e  application  of  a 
thousand  yeurs,  whereas,  theresultsofthenewluTe 
oAcn  been  very  duubirul."  I  quote  here  a  pauage 
that  is  to  be  found  on  more  thiin  a  hundred  pages 
of  the  Moniieur,  and  refer  to  the  Dumbers  from 
April  1,  1882-1897.  The  mountebank  taid,  >•  Gm- 
tlenen,  the  medical  and  vurgical  Mriencos  have  made 
great  advances :  now  systems  ha?e  been  iovraitod 
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•iid  appUed,  and  I  deny  not  tb^  dwae  have  oftvi 
produced  very  beneficaBl  mulu.  But  shall  we  on 
that  •ceount  ilndenate  the  experieace  of  our  fore> 
fathers,  ih^l  we  rgect  the  good  which  our  anceston 
had  the  tkill  to  draw  forth  from  the  circle  of  their 
knowledge?  No,  gentlemen,  let  us  adhere  to  ez- 
perieoce,  tiied  by  the  a{^lication  of  a  tbonMod 
years,  whereas,  1^  reanlts  of  the  new  have  oAen 
bean  very  doubtful." 

Then  the  gentJemm  in  the  chamber  turn  to  their 
portfc^io,  open  it,  take  out  documents  and  prt^et* 
de  Im,  and  [woceed.  "Our  inquiries  cODCeming 
the  state  of  France  hare  produced  a  conviction 
which  nothing  can  shake,  that  in  the  case  before  us 
the  measures  proposed  by  many  members  of  the 
chamber,  most  respectable  men,  it  is  true,  but  hur- 
ried into  the  vortex  of  innovation,  go  too  far,  that 
tbey  are  dangerous,  that  on  the  other  hand  the  ez- 
tsting  insdtutions  have  long  ensured  the  progress  of 
France,  that  tbey  are  founded  on  the  manners  and 
wants  of  the  people,  that  they  will,  consequently, 
have  beneficial  results,  and  must  not  be  attscked," 
'*  My  inquiries  concerning  the  state  of  the  human 
body,"  cried'  our  mountebank,  holding  up  and 
turning  over  the  leaves  of  an  old  bulky  herbanum, 
in  which  were  pasted  a  great  variety  of  plants, 
"  have  produced  a  convicdon  which  nothing  can 
shake,  that,  in  the  cases  which  I  shall  presently 
state,  the  medinnes  proposed  by  physicians,  most 
respectable  men,  it  is  true,  but  hurried  into  the 
vortex  of  innovation,  go  too  far>  that  they  are  dan> 
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gprous;  ih«t  oil  the  otiier  hand  the  old  vegvt^ble 
wmedies,  which  huTC  for  iboii^ndft  of  yean  pro- 
tL-cU'H  mankind  npiinitt  ili*>-aKCf,  and  cured  them, 
are  founded  in  Nature,  and  must  not  be  attackMl." 
"We  have,"  continues  M.  Thiers,  "studied  both 
ty^tem*,  cumpn-d  them,  weigtu-c!  the  rosidts,  and, 
experience,  always  the  best  touchstone  of  tnith,  hw 
inTariahly  pronounced  in  our  favour."  "  I."  said 
the  mi3iiniehnnk,  "  have  studied  tioth  sysiems. 
compared  them,  weighed  the  results,  and  ex|)eri- 
ence,  always  the  beat  touchsrone  of  truth,  has  ini-a- 
riablj  attested  liie  infallibility  oJ'tny  draught." 

I  might  carry  this  com|MrTM)n  still  further,  for 
our  wonder-work iog  doctor  said  : — "  Gentlemen,  I 
am  not  one  of  those  who  offer  you  a  specific  for  oil 
disease*,  like  many  of  my  colleagues.  Far  tic  it 
from  me  to  attempt  to  delude  iho«c  who  grant  me 
their  confidence ;  and  it  can  only  be  with  the  inleo- 
lion  of  deluding  that  {H-opIo  pniend  lo  hatv  disco- 
vered a  remedy  fur  oil  disca>«fl.  Death  alone  cum 
all  evil* ;  yes,  gentlemen,  and  tho»e  who  have  a  re> 
mrdy  f<>r  all,  have  formed  a  h'ague  with  draih. 
My  stud)  of  Nature  and  uf  dim-ascs  of  herbs,  and 
of  man,  has  proved  lo  me  ineonleslably  that  sudi  a 
rcowly  for  all  diseases  is  impossible."  Having 
spoken  in  m(i»-t  extraordinary  medical  terms  of  th« 
various  discjiscK,  t)i«  seat  of  tliem,  be,  lie  at  length 
said,  *'  I  seeic,  gentlemen,  nothing  but  the  truth* 
nothing  but  the  wcllare  of  mankind,  and,  tliervfors, 
I  confine  myself  to  the  declaration  that  (he  eflicacy 
of  my  draught  is  infallible  in  four  cases  ouly,  and 
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the  moM  decimve  resulti "  —  here  he  produced  '■ 
large  bottle  full  of  worms,  and  turned  it  about  in 
his  baud,  but  without  iotemipUug  hir  speech  ^ 
"  during  twenty  years'  pivctice  have  proved,  that, 
in  those  four  cases,"  holding  up  the  bottle,  as  if  in 
the  lUUtude  of  swearing,  "  its  operation  is  alwayi 
certain,  and  immediate."  At  laiat,  after  speaking 
a  long  time  in  the  spirit  and  tone,  and  with  the 
kwks  and  gestures  of  parliamentaiy  eloquence,  he 
enumerated  ihe  four  diseases  for  which  his  draught 
was  an  infallible  cure :  these  were  deafness,  com- 
plaints of  the  stomach,  rheumatiBin,  and  worms. 
The  bottle  was  his  tapeworm  trophy,  his  Vendome- 
pillar.  Taken  inwardly,  poured  into  the  ear,  or 
rubbed  in,  Uie  spetnfic  operated  according  to  circum- 
stances, and  for  this  wonderful  remedy  the  dear, 
kind,  humane  man  a^ed  no  more  than  ten  sous, 
say  ten  sous.  That  was,  certainly,  an  egregious 
blunder  ag^nst  all  parliamentary-  usage,  and,  if  I 
might  till  then  have  taken  him  for  some  disguised 
minister,  coun<nllor  of  state,  or  simple  deputy,  who 
was  making  game  of  us,  the  illusion  was  instantly 
dispelled.  I  looked  at  him  with  contempt.  Ten 
sous  !  turned  upon  my  heel,  and  went  my  way. 

I  brought  with  me  to  Havre  some  letters  of  re- 
commendation, and  must  confess  that  they  have 
procured  me  here  and  there  a  very  cordial  recep- 
tion and  many  an  agreeable  hour.  But  the  ac- 
quaintances that  are  made  by  accident  are  of  a 
very  different  kind.  I  have  become  acquainted — I 
really  cannot  tell  how  — with  an  humble  cabinet- 
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maker,  and  can  alitnn  that,  at  his  deal  table,  be* 
tween  hi/n  and  his  excellent  wife,  I  have  li-k  mwre 
at  home  than  I  ever  did  in  a  jaion.  Tlie  licurt  here 
tpokc  in  proae,  cleurly  and  expttcitly,  and  1  never 
had  oocauun  to  MX-k  the  mcamoft  of  any  far-fetched 
Jfu  dt  mots.  "  Faitea  oomme  no«« !"  wea  iW 
usual  expression  with  which  Antoine  invited  me  to 
partake  urdtitner  or  mippcr  wilh  him  iind  hu  wife; 
Oihl  I  nould  oHener  huTc  answered,  "  Jc  ii-cux 
bien,"  had  I  not  feared  that  I  ihould  be  trouMe> 
some,  tl)onf;h  1  never  obscrvvd  the  gtxxl  peuple 
make  ttic  least  cerenwny  on  my  account.  And,  in 
tliow  evenings,  behind  now  t^lo,  bcdtunda,  c«U 
for  infants,  aitd  furniture  of  all  sorts,  piled  u]>  there, 
I  have  oflen  learns)  more  ttuin  by  the  blazing  fire 
in  the  ridily-decoratcd  drawin^-rouma  of  the  monde 
eomite  UJiiut,  where  I  hod  to  pay  my  tribute  of 
ennui,  or  (o  endure  silent  irony. 

Yesterday  evening  I  called  lu  >c«  mv  friend  Ao- 
toiDO.  tlis  wife,  who  had  the  preceding  evening 
prctented  him  wilb  a  fine  boy,  waa  aitling  by  the 
fire.  We  hitd  been  chatting  tof^thcr  for  full  half 
on  hour,  and  there  was  notliing  to  lead  nH-  to  sus- 
pect that  Ibis  woman  had  only  the  day  before  done 
a  job  whkh  mually  IwirAy*  itself  for  weeks  and 
muntix  KigotlM'r  in  every  look,  every  motion,  in  tbe 
appeamoce  and  language,  of  women.  There  vas 
the  some  vigour  of  mind,  the  sumo  flow  of  spiritat 
the  Mine  energetic  lungtiage,  a-i  l)ofore.  While  we 
were  talking,  t)te  nunc  provided  for  the  new  citizen 
of  tbe  world  entered.     S)ie  come  to  fetch  the  in> 
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bat.  or  all  thv  Puisiui,  indwd,  I  niiK'it  alaiMti^ 
in  Frvnch.  rintoms,  none  has  so  firmly  o«liib]t»hed 
BM-lf  u  that  of  traosU'iring  iiit'aiiU  iiunieiliately 
sfter  tbeir  birtli  to  a  nurse,  bauisliing  th«ra  rroin 
the  {MlcnMl  home,  and  depriTinf;  tlti^ni  ofn  niotlicr'i 
atrc  I  vsa  Hirprisetl  lo  meet  with  it  in  the  country, 
and  ttill  roorv  b  th«  houw  of  a  Bea*iblc,aDd  in 
othtT  respects  clear-sighted  artiMti,  and  waa  glad 
■hen,  on  my  putting  the  ()ue9tion,  the  mother  re- 
|ilied  that  unTiirlunaMijr  a  cotnplaiiit  in  her  bn-ail* 
oU^rd  her  to  comply  with  the  prnctkc  Su  the 
ibiiigs  belonging  to  the  little  traveller,  whose  age 
coald  yvi  Ik  reckoned  only  by  hours,  were  colk-ctwl. 
Shirt*,  napkins,  caps,  bcd-clotlics,  Here  [nckcJ  up 
and  put  into  a  crodk,  whicli  .terved  for  a  Imx. 

1  bttve  teen  while  a  boy  many  n  parting,  ivliea 
•Din  were  torn  from  their  mother's  aria&  to  be 
narvhal  vff  to  t)>e  amiy ;  I  luive  seen  tone  here  at 
IIm  quay,  when  the  looeJng  of  a  cable  won  about  to 
fimn  so  occnn  between  lovcr«,  whidi  have  ot\ea 
pmooted  tlietnsel<rei  again  to  my  mind  in  unplca- 
•ant  drcaait;  but  n<!ver  did  tvur  niiike  Hticli  an  im^ 
prcanoo  upon  my  heart,  as  that  which  the  youag 
mother  brushed  from  her  eye,  when  &lie  gave  a 
Unwell  kttft  lo  (he  babe,  lo  which  a  li^w  hours  Iw- 
fore  the  hod  given  ihe  dm  kiM  of  welcome.  The 
infant  knew  not  his  mother,  could  not  return  her 
•aluie,  and  was  nlrefidy  torn  from  her  botiom,  to  be 
pot  to  that  o(  a  tlrangcr,  wIiq  only  calculated  how 
much  ibe  was  to  earn  by  her  service.  Here  waa 
affediun  oo  one  ude  only,  and  ool  even  a  conscious- 


lis  RAVBB. 

Bf,  not  ao  much  a&  a  pmenliment,  of  (hat  aflectioD 
on  the  otK-r.  It  was  ■  bitter  Irar  itiat  trickled 
from  the  eye  of  the  mother,  and  fell  upon  her  coartc 
winter  corset;  and  thit  trial  had  a  greater  efiect 
upon  hvT  than  bar  bodily  !t]ffrnn<;« ;  iJie  motioned 
her  husband  to  lead  me  away  that  &lie  might  lie 
down,  for  the  bed  stood  in  tt>e  ibop,  exposed  to 
wIik)  and  weatl>CT. 

If  in  France  it  rarvly  happens,  in  Paris  and 
Bmoag  the  higher  classes  in  the  provinces  scarcely 
ever,  tlint  there  it  a  rnmily,  it  i*  mainly  owing  lo 
this  practice  of  putting  infants  out  to  nurso.  Wlio- 
ever  connden  a  family  as  an  incumbrance,  as  a  bar 
to  adraiiccmcnt  in  hfe,  may  dectn  himvelf  lucky  in 
being  without  one  :  for  my  part.  I  look  upon  this 
as  the  gTvat»t  mtsTortune.  T)ut  family-life  en- 
coumgnt  ninny  pnju<lices  I  triU  not  pretend  to 
deny,  but  by  dissuKing  family-ties  you  will  not 
dcsiro}-  tho!>e  prejudice*.  On  the  other  hand,  with- 
out family,  all  morality,  all  feeling  of  onc'a  own 
worth,  and  all  respect  for  it  in  others,  would  very 
soon  lie  cxtingui«lic(l ;  for  the  family  tenches  us  tu 
feel  what  is  right  and  wrong,  before  we  learn  lo 
cumprehend  it  at  school,  and  it  ia  predsely  tbif 
fcrbiig  tliat  becomes  confcicnre,  while  tlie  concep- 
tion It-ads  to  conviction  only.  No  sopliislry  on 
tlioke  the  former,  whereas  the  latter  change*  *^ 
cording  lo  the  rcRMms  tluit  one  wcekn  and  linds,  or 
imagines  that  one  finds.  This  is  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal causes  of  all  the  evil  in  Prance,  and  Hobert 
^Iacaire,  whom  I  regard  as  iJie  moM  exprcMivc 
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type  of  the  higher  French  society  of  the  preaent 
diij,  was  to  a  cerbunty  suckled  by  a  wet  nurse,  and 
educated  at  boarding-adiool,  where  he  never  knew 
what  it  was  to  lore  a  mother,  and  so  very  coolly  robs 
his  own  son,  aad  that  too  as  a  matter  of  right  and 
fnxn  conviction,  upon  the  attcieoi  Koman  principle, 
that  the  son  is  bound  to  support  his  aged  father. 

While  at  nurse,  the  child  receives  only  bodily 
sustenance,  if  even  sufficient  of  that,  and  grows  up 
wild  and  cold,  a  stranger  to  the  genial  warmth  of 
maternal  love.  From  tbis  unloving  state,  the  child 
is  taken  to  be  consigned  to  the  care  of  a  bonne,  and 
again  to  remain  in  doubt  whether  it  ought  to  love 
the  latter  or  to  obey  tlie  mother  most.  From  the 
bonne  children  are  transferred  to  boarding- schools, 
and  here  they  become  acquainted  with  vice,  which 
^rings  up  in  such  semiDaries  for  youth  like  weeds, 
or  is  bred  like  the  cankerwonn  that  preys  upon  the 
heart  and  marrow  of  the  tree.  Instead  of  that 
obedience  which  parental  kindness  wins  from  them, 
is  set  up  the  law  of  the  school,  which  they  do  not 
comprehend — instead  of  living  love,  the  dead  letter. 
In  their  taacher  they  see  only  a  task-master,  to 
^eat,  to  deceive,  whom  is  their  first  thought  on 
rising,  their  last  on  going  to  bed,  their  morning 
prayer  and  their  evening  devotion.  Thus  educated, 
the  youth — the  young  man,  to  use  the  French  ex- 
pression—  at  length  enters  the  world,  free  from 
control.  In  every  law  he  sees  a  repetition  of  the 
absurd  school  system,  which  he  has  learned  to  hate 
tnm  having  bwne  iu  fetters  for  ten  years ;  in  every 
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authority  be  sees  this  sclioolinftstrr,  who  choMiaed  him 
accortlirij;^  (o  his  caprice,  and  to  cheat  whtim  wai  lim 
delight,  hiH  xiiidy.  PeriuifM  itiU  cnii>id«islion  slon* 
mity  sullice  to  i-Diible  us  to  comprvliend  Ik>w  it  he- 
came  BO  cuay  for  the  French  to  btirsi  all  the  bood* 
of  •ncicfU  tUAge,  mtd  ulxo  huw  difGcuJt  —  nay  iiB> 
poanblc,  until  th«  fundaiD«ntal  evit  is  remedied  — 
it  will  be  for  theni,  aller  overtbruwing  th«  old,  to 
build  up  II  »i:\r  aiul  dur:ib]L!  Mnicture. 

In  France  tbmc  arc  pen»n»  wiK>  hate  tome  aiu- 
picton  of  the  cause  of  the  evil.  Guizot  iccins  at 
tiim-»  (u  luive  liiid  bi»  finger  upim  it ;  but  I  would 
lay  a  wager  that  he  too  has  put  out  hU  diildren  to 
nurse,  for  he  sec*  only  the  iniuixl,  not  the  source  of 
th«  ootBplaint,  and  thcrcforo  he  could  pro|MMe  a 
law  which  was  absolutely  to  tear  children  from 
their  parent^  and  to  deliver  Uicm  over  fur  belter  or 
wune  to  the  ferule  of  the  scfanolniaBlcr.  My  fiicnd 
Aaioine,  to  whom  I  cummunicatcd  sonie  oi'  thette 
featarka,  felt  their  force,  and  an  euipbuUc  luipre- 
cation,  on  account  of  the  ncceauty  of  putting  hi* 
own  child  oui  10  nurw,  was  his  aiTifmnlire  reply. 

We  soon  tetiinicd  t<i  live  rouui  or  liiup — in  reganl 
to  space,  the  Frenchman  is  the  mo»l  conicqitcd  crea* 
ture  in  [f>e  world — .i»d  found  bin  wife  laiufi  in  Iwd. 
Were  I  a  pointer,  the  tcetie  whidi  iM-CM-ntrtl  itaelf 
would  have  furnished  a  good  subject  for  a  picture: 
in  the  foreground  the  fomilure  of  all  sorta,  bed- 
Ktend*,  cuts,  chwni,  tabtnt,  pilw)  up,  and  Mpantod 
from  the  background  by  two  hi^i  chests  of  drawcra. 
Behind  oue  of  these  chesta,  on  the  right,  the  bed:. 
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and  arouod  it  half  a  doien  women,  old  and  youi^, 
who  dro)q>ed  id  one  aAer  onoUier  to  see  and  to  om- 
gratulate  their  neij^bour;  on  the  left,  my  friaad 
Antmne  and  myself  at  the  comer  of  the  fireplace, 
in  which  was  a  blazing  fire,  and  upon  it  a  pot  stand- 
ing on  &  trevet.  Ua  <mw  side,  the  titter,  the  gossp, 
the  good  wiahee,  and  the  good  adrioe,  of  the  female 
vi&itera  to  the  mother ;  aiul,  on  the  other,  we  two, 
engaged  in  earnest  coaversation  on  the  state  of  the 
labouring  class  in  Havre,  at  times  digresaing  tn&> 
politics,  and  presently  returning  agun  to  the  maa- 
ners  and  customs  of.the  town :  the  female  attendant 
gmog  to  and  fro  between  the  two  groupes,  some- 
timea  to  wait  upon  the  lying-in  woman,  at  others  to 
look  af\er  the  cookery  that  was  going  forward  over 
the  fire.  It  would  have  made  an  .intereating  (MO- 
ture. 

When  upon  the  subject  of  manners  and  customs 
in  Havre,  I  asked  my  friend  if  any  thing  remark- 
able  occurred  at  the  birth  of  a  child.  He  said 
nothing  about  the  consecrated  tapers  which  are 
burned  in  the  lying-in  chamber,  nor  about  many 
other  things  which  he  might  think  too  common.  He 
told  me  that  the  first  time  the  woman  goes  abroad 
it  b  to  church,  where  she  receives  a  blessing,  and, 
at  the  same  time,  two  loaves  are  consecrated.  One 
of  these  goes  to  the  priest,  who  b  paid  beudes,  and 
the  other  is  kept  by  the  woman,  who  carries  it  home, 
and  divides  it  among  her  friends  and  relations,  which 
very  properly  and  justly  furnishes  occasion  for  a 
feast,  as  even  consecrated  bread  cannot  he  eaten  dry 
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and  without  mvM.  On  the  day  when  tli«  young 
dtixcn  of  the  world  is  chnsicnct]  there  i»  another 
leaslt  to  which  only  tite  godTalher,  godinotlier.  nod 
nearest  relatives,  beside*  «ll  the  little  children  of 
frieiuU  and  (tcijuulntance,  and  of  ihe  Dc-srret  ni-igh- 
bour»,areinvited,  and  treated  with  takes  and  swcct- 
meaU.  This  cuatom  is  scnahle  enough,  as  tlw  new 
comer  i*  thus  iiilnxluced,  as  it  were,  into  the  circl« 
of  hi^  relatives,  friends,  iiiid  future  pliivmaies.  In 
Lorruinc  I  have  met  with  a  counterpart  to  this  cut- 
loin  in  porticular  villages.  As  here  at  baptism,  so 
in  Lorraine  ut  tlie  liineral  of  a  dca-a«ed  child,  all 
his  playmates  arv  invited,  and  treated  with  rioe- 
milk. 

While  M'c  were  thus  chatting  about  one  thing  «r 
another,  the  visiters  had  gradually  relitvd,  and  I 
was  Hirpriscd,  on  my  return  hutne,  to  find  that  it 
was  nearly  half  post  ten  o'clock. 
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CHAPIEH  VII. 

iqastMM)  nfC«atnlia*ti«o  or  DMcotntiuIioa  —  Abiolutlani 
ol  PliM  oobT  the  ProrinrM ;  Eikmpln  in  lIlniliitiOM  of  it  — 
Baacfiil  IndniiDC*  of  Pftnukn  Ciatnlmlioii  on  Mania  mini  on 
PoMKml  AcUiitj— Uenefiuof  CeDmtiutiou  —  lUuoai  «by  all 
th*  iMantU  of  ■  Covnlry  ■hoold  doc  b«  tlitutbi'il  bj  tbv  C*> 
fiiaL 

A  VITAL  qitesltOR  for  the  futurity  of  Frniice  is 
'flat  of ccntraliiaiion, or  decentralisatiuD.  AlU-r  (he 
rerolution  of  Juljr,  voicei  wore  rai*ed  in  all  the  pro- 
viocn  again>t  thccaf/Hsl,  and  ibcyoungt-r  am)  mure 
vigOiDUs  poftion  of  itieir  inh«bitaatB  arrayed  tlicin- 
sdves  against  the  aboolulUm  of  Pniu.  Fiunt  echoes 
of  this  contest  are  now  hut  nirtly  hvtiril ;  th«  ma- 
jority a(  the  advocates  of  ilMentrnJintiotl  ■oem  to 
dMfwir  of  tlu;  poMibilit]'  of  enuLncipating  their  lo- 
caEbes  from  the  predofniiiant  iofluence  of  the  copi* 
IaI  ;  but  many,  even  now,  bi-lieve  that  the  momenl 
ia  not  yrt  arrivrtl,  that  I'aris  still  him  a  vocation  for 
the  future  to  fulfil ;  while  others  labour  in  ulence, 
or  look  oa  quietly,  in  consequence  of  the  pi^itical 
relaxation  which  Iuli  t.iketi  \t\iti»,  am)  of  the  lesion 
given  li>  nil  in  llw  highest  quartern  dnwnnurd,  both 
by  precept  and  example,  to  ittrive  to  get  rich,  and 
10  make  «  |>omUod  for  themselves. 

VOLtl.  O 
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But  llie  battle  is  only  deferred ;  it  will  cenainly 
be  fought  out  tooner  or  later.  Thequntion  n  pro- 
pounded,  and  such  questions  nxjuirr  only  to  be 
started  in  order  to  be  some  day  solved.  On  the 
other  tisiid,  the  oppressive  tyranny  of  the  capital  is 
too  universally  diR'ubed,  too  omniprcsirni,  not  to 
•Irike  any  rcflc<-ting  iH-rwn  nt  every  »iep. 

L«t  mc  adduce  a  Few  examples  in  evidence.     It 
is  a  question  at  this  moment  whether  Paiis  shall 
have  a  railroad  communimJon  with   the  «ea.  by 
Rouen  and  Havre,  and  whether  the  «oa  *liall  cods- 
municate  with  Alsace  by  means  of  another  fran 
Paris  to  Strasburg.     'ITie  traders  of  Rouen  dcwe 
ihnl  this  railroad  tihati  be  I'arried  no  further  than 
Itoucn.  those  of  Havre  tliut  it  way  be  extended  to 
tbnr  town.     Thv  qufivtion  i»  de«.-ided  in  Parw,  but 
that  (l«cii>ion  depends  not  oo  the  inierrot  af  the 
oonimen)G  of  all  1-' ranee,  hut  on  the  mocnvntary  iq. 
tervst  of  the  predominant  parly  in  I'aris,  and  of  iu 
f^il^nds  and  ailhtrnitit.     Rouen  Ik  politically  mor« 
imfrartant  than  Havre;  thv  dcpiiliei  of  the  former 
place  are  more  influenlial  Uian  those  of  the  laltar ; 
and  so  all  commercial  interests,  all  principles  of  na- 
tional economy,  whidi  tuv  totally  advene  to  arti- 
fietal  entrepots,  arc  thrust  into  llie  background; 
and.  though  it  is  not  yet  decided  ttiat  the  railway 
&hall  be  carried  no  further  than  Rouen  by  the  go- 
rcrnment,  though  it  is  possible  that  the  claims  of 
Havre,  fountk-d  on   the  nature  and  wanU  of  the 
place,  may  be  recof;ntzcd  in  ihi!  Chnmbcr,  still  it  u 
now  evident  thai  the  government  favours  Roueo, 
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and  ibnt  thU  prtfcnoce  b<u  for  KMtte  lime  past  pr^ 
TcnUil  thv  execution  of  Ok  pUn  ofn  rnilwaj. 

But  whcrrfore  Inivel  so  far  for  on  illuetration ! 
I  inui  inquiriDg  the  other  day  in  all  the  bouk!«Uer>' 
Aopt  fur  a  iTork  prinuti  «nil  publinhcd  in  Oien,  it 
hnm  only  twelve  leagues  dtstunt,  to  and  fnnn  wlikh 
•  ■termer  IB  going  and  reluming  several  times  in  a 
week,  without  being  able  to  mc«t  with  a  copy. 
Wben  I  Bftked  if  they  could  get  ii  for  tne,  they  one 
■nd  all  replied  :  "  Yes,  if  it  i<  to  be  lind  of  the 
Paritt  booksellers.'*  A  still  more  Btriking  inslHiicc 
of  ihts  kind  is  furni&hed  by  the  nuveUof  M.  Cor- 
biere,  edilorof  the  Journal  du  Havre.  Though  he 
has  at  hit  comninnd  (he  principal  prinlin);-ofHce  in 
Ha«n-.  he  net'ertlieleu  has  )ii>  wnrk*  printed  and 
publikhed  in  Paris.  When  I  ninde  n  remark  on 
thi«  circumstance,  he  replied  :  *'  What  am  I  to  do? 
If  I  were  to  g*t  the  work  printed  here,  not  a  crea- 
luft:  would  reud  it  for  ihiit  very  reaum." 

In  the  time  of  Louis  XVI.,  there  lived  al  Havre 
a  cvlrtirated  fuluralist,  the  abbd  DifiULiiifirre,  to 
wbciM-  merit  Paris  and  London  paid  homage.  When 
the  king  was  at  Havre,  lie  wished  to  speak  to  liim, 
anil  inquired  where  halived.  Not  a  creature  had 
ever  httird  of  the  exitilence  of  kikIi  a  [n-riuin  a&  the 
■bbL'  DigUL-mnrrc  i  the  king  was  obliged  t(>  U-nve 
the  U I  wo  without  finding  him,  and  it  was  not  till 
his  return  to  Paris  that  he  learned  his  address,  and 
sent  fur  him.  1  am  very  certain  Oiiit  the  same  sort 
of  thing  might  occur  at  this  day,  and  tliat  thereare 
Domben  of  extremely   wcll-inrormcd   persons  in 
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Hnvrp,  who  would  not  ini«s  a  nag\eJruiIUlon  on 
the  subject  of  ilie  exliibiiiun,  nnd  yvt  do  luH  know 
Ihst  M.  Drouiii,  oiie  of  tlic  bcsi  marine  {uiiiiu-rs  ia^ 
France,  lives  ju*t  rouod  (he  corner  in  ibc  nrxifl 
nircvt,  nnd  pnims  there  such  piec««  as  very  frw  of 
(hoticoii  whose  productioDs  they  descant  m>  kain* 
Hly  could  produce.  ^M 

And  then  tht-  influence  of  Pominn  ct-n1rn)iMition 
on  rooruls!  In  l)iv  time  of  the  re|>ublic,  ihv  pro- 
vinces onoe  strove  to  niainiBin  a  diflvrent  opinioo 
from  t)ie  capital,  hut  the)'  have  not  done  bo  since. 
With  NajMleon  people  talked  here  as  in  Paris  about 
la  frtuUe  i  under  the  revtoration,  for  a  lime,  with 
Punit,  mbout  tlic  hnppinoK  of  |)eacv;  then,  like  the 
rapital,  they  joined  the  opposition^  and  now  sgUD, 
like  (he  capital,  they  |)ay  humagc  more  nr  lcs«  lo 
the  principles  of  Itohert  Mocaire.  I  am  notlulking 
politics  here,  liul  moralii.  A>  in  I'nri*,  so  in  llic 
provincps,  all  decent  means  nf  rapidly  ncqiiiriiig 
wealth  in  order  lo  attain  influence,  arc  the  gnnd 
aim  of  the  majority  of  the  French  ;  and  by  '*  de- 
cent means"  they  understand  here,  as  in  Paris,  all 
tlxne  wlircti  do  not  lead  direct  to  the  gallows,  aj>d 
only  pmnt  the  way  tliiilier  when  they  have  b«vB 
cluin«ity  employed.  In  a  country  where  the  pcopi* 
are  politically  active,  witere  (hey  have  ambition, 
thin  is  the  necessary  effect  of  a  law  which  make* 
frano  like  standard  of  abilities,  dvil  virtue,  luyalty* 
and  merit.  As  in  France  every  thing  may  and 
must  be  talked  about,  this  principle  was  formally 
reduced  to  a  system,  and  ibcn  publicly  propounded 
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before  all  the  world  by  tU  champion,  M.  Guizot,  id 
hu  Gvlcbnted  speech  at  tbe  codcIubmd  of  itie  sesaion 
cf  1687.  M.  Guizot  lays  clown  the  principlf,  M. 
Thicn  Carrie*  it  into  practK«,  aiid,  tltrough  the  tD< 
flucfKc  uT  the  capital,  tht-  principle  and  the  example 
ore  pnipagitcd  throughout  all  Froocc.  Every- 
where tbe  some  strivioj;  oTier  wealth,  everywbeni 
tbeaamecuiHUDgiQlhe  employment  of  means,  revc- 
reneeof  nothtag,neitlu:r  father  nor  iiKitlu-r,  neillier 
God  nor  virtue,  jumI  attention  paid  only  to  the 
iharp  limits  of  the  law,  in  order  lo  avoid  the  sn-ord 
of  jiutioe.  In  Havre  every  t^ue&lion  iiivotviug  the 
wellarc  of  mankind  is  only  a  queftiion  about  the 
price  of  oottoci,  as  in  Puri»  aiwut  the  rise  or  fall  of 
the  rcnia.  Aa  in  Paris,  literature  and  tlie  press 
ire  in  the  proviiirts— if,  however,  they  exist  there 
■t  oil — B  qaestion  of  money ;  and  writers  attack  or 
etpouRC  the  cause  of  the  government,  according  u 
they  expect  to  gain  a  certain  nnmlwr  of  stibscribrrs 
■nd  putvhurrs  for  ihnr  papers  and  works.  I  need 
scarcely  ob«TTc  that  there  are  exceptions,  and  ei> 
ccptions  the  more  honourable,  inasmuch  as  they 
riak  their  inRueiKe,  defy  the  fashion,  and  make 
themaelves  a  laughing- nock.  But  I  am  speaking 
of  the  rule. 

Tlus  stklc  of  things  is  natural,  for  it  is  the  curw 
of*  b»d  government  that  it  makes  the  people  bad. 
I  do  not  suppose  that  all  this  is  done  purposely, 
neither  U  it  neceuary  that  it  xbould  be :  where  « 
pMtilential  wind  btowit,  one  bos  no  need  to  poison 
one's  iclf— iIk  tiling  U  done  for  one. 


156 


HAVBB. 


It  will  always  and  under  all  circumslnnce*  b«  in 
the  end  a  misrortune  if  poJibcal  activity  is  i-niin-ly 
concentrated  in  one  place.  This  conccntnilion 
muMt  rery  soon  crvalc  in  tlic  orotre  a  inut,  diipro- 
portionnu-ly  populous  city.  But  in  f^rroi  cilki 
interests  clash  too  mtich  ;  intrigue,  decepticMi  itaatf^ 
obtons  too  important  an  influence  not  to  corrupt 
in  a  short  time  the  whole  popululiun,  vritJj  rare  ex- 
ceptions. By  means  of  the  n;niriiii.intioD  this  cor^ 
nipttoi)  i»  ooDimunicMted  to  tlio  whole  oatmi. 
Rohm;  furnishes  on  this  point  a  waminff  example, 
and  unless  sooner  or  later  a  new  political  or  moral 
revoluiioD  rouses  the  spirit  of  indepeodeDcc  in  the 
provinces,  and  the  unnatural  ceulralisalion  of  faris 
ia  destroyed  hy  means  of  ii,  France  will  be  ruined 
by  Paris  nt  the  Roman  empire  was  by  Rnmr. 

There  are  epochs  in  which  this  centralisaiioB  is  • 
benefit,  in  which  it  ia  necesaary.  But  for  thi«h 
France  never  could  have  withstood  the  acsautt  of 
lite  whole  world  at  the  end  of  the  last  century. 
One  may  My,  on  the  other  hand,  tlial,  but  for  ihta, 
she  never  could  have  been  conquered  in  the  way 
site  was  in  1814  and  1815.  llut  for  this  again,  the 
revolution  of  July  would  have  been  imposaible}  M 
any  rate,  it  could  not  have  l>ccn  accomplished  io 
three  days.  On  the  contrary,  but  for  ibia,  the 
moral  impulsion  given  to  tlie  whole  nation  by  iha 
revolution  of  July  could  not  have  been  so  anni- 
biUtcd  and  io  so  short  a  lime.  There  is  uo  perhapa 
in  the  caoc. 

AguoU  tbc  nurnnl  and  Uic  iaicnwl  eiwaiy,  « 
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RDtraltafttioD  of  the  power  of  the  itate  b  neocuory, 
but  1  cannot  help  thinhing  that  this  might  be  ef- 
fected without  anjr  nece^^ty  for  tb«  whole  inteU 
ketoal  and  moral  power  of  a  nation  being  ahsm-bed 
in  a  noglc  point.  A  notion  that  has  no  political 
centre  is  not  3  nation  in  a  politicaJ  point  of  view. 
A  centre,  therefore,  ia  necamary,  if  a  nation  shall 
keep  up  in  the  eyes  of  the  world  the  character  of  a 
nation  ;  if  il  ahall  not  lose  by  degree*  the  con«cioii». 
oesB  of  its  existence  as  such  :  it  is  neoes&ary  in  order 
to  oppose  the  foreign  foe  with  energy  and  cfflict. 

But  this  ceotreof  the  political  power  of  the  nation 
U  oftly  neeesMry  for  iu  repreientatioii  u.«  n  nation. 
AH  oU»«r  intncsu,  thoac  of  art,  science,  commerce, 
VMjf  even  juriiprudenoe  and  tcgislntion,  are  not 
neoeaanily  attached  to  the  centre ;  on  the  contrary, 
il  M  neMMOry  for  their  independence,  for  their 
geoerali&atioD,  that  they  should  be  at  a  distance 
from  t}ie  perturbing  influence  of  a  roovement,  which 
moatly  hn»  hut  one  dirwtioo.  Franoe  would  be  an 
infinite  gainer,  if  she  hod  good  schools  of  art  in  the 
provincial  towns,  if  her  best  high  schools  were  not 
in  Pari*,  if  her  prindpaJ  Exchange  were  nt  tlavre  or 
Marwilles,  her  Court  of  CaKUiion  at  OrU-iinis  her 
Chamber  of  Deputies  at  Tours  or  Lyons.  In 
laany  respects,  it  ia  true,  such  an  arrangeinent 
would  render  bunnea  complicated,  but  it  would 
■(mwl  itie  vital  enei^es  and  activity  throughout  all 
Prance  t  it  would  infuse  sound  juices  into  the 
diflortot  branches  of  the  trc«:  whereas  at  present 
Ike  tnnk  is  surrounded    only  by    rank  climtHtig 
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plants,  kikI  the  boughs  are  widiout  cilbcr  leavea  or 
fruit. 

In  Poriit,  I  am  awnrr,  mind*  rub  toj^eiher,  and 
the  cnltiVion  frngiicnily  producn  toniething  great 
and  beautiful.  Pcrhnps  France  would  nol  have 
made  Riich  advances  in  parUcular  liranclm  of 
knnwicdgr  and  the  arts,  if  PoriB  bod  nof  colli-ctcd 
such  ■  multitude  of  thinkers.  Hut  this  is  onljr  a 
factitious  improTemenl,  vhich  finds  no  echo  in  the 
niass  of  the  petiple,  and  tb«re  onl^  is  there  any  real 
ini{>roviini-nl  wlirn;  thtii  bccnmea  tlie  property  of 
tbc  nation.  Of  what  benefit  wa>  it  in  Greece  and 
Home  that  individuni  thiiikvnt  were  ihouuiids  uf 
ycar§  in  advance  of  their  ogp,  while  ihe  min.s  of  t)>c 
people  remained  in  ignorance?  That  only  which 
becomes  general  pix>per[y  through  the  natural  chan- 
nels promotes  the  prosperity  of  the  whole.  We 
are  yet  {xned  by  the  lanie  riddle  which  Plato  and 
Socratc*  of  yore  sought  to  solve,  and  have  tcaroely 
advanced  any  further  towards  the  solution,  because 
it  lies  Iwyood  the  limits  of  our  nature.  But  if  our 
age  ban  advanced  further  than  that  of  Rome  sad 
Greece,  it  i«  because  many  thounnds  now  kiMV 
what  was  then  known  only  to  individuals,  T>ot  b^ 
cause  we  know  a  great  deal  more  than  ibey  d»d. 

I  have  not  referred  at  oil  to  purely  provincaal 
intereets,  for  it  n-quirvH  very  little  penetration  to 
ppiceive  how  gn>iu  im  abnurdiiy  it  is  that  people 
should  decide  in  Paris  wWther  Lyons  or  Toulon 
•hall  have  a  savings  bank,  whether  they  shall  be 
allowed  to  establioh  any  bank  at  all,  to  construct  a 
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niliraj  to  the  next  town,  or  merely  to  build  « 
■cbool  and  to  apptnnt  a  schoolmaster. 

All  great  capitab  are  a  nusfortuDe  (at  a  country ; 
but  Paris  is  a  running  wound,  which,  unless  the 
knife  SM»e  day  cuts  away  the  proud  flesh,  will 
aoooer  <»  later  drain  France  of  all  her  strength. 
— Borne  and  Paris ! 
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CHAPTER  VI(I. 

Htrn,  tho  point  of  cmbarluHaa  for  Oennui  Emigmot*  U 
Amerloi — C(intcm|ii  nt  the  pnoplv  o(  Kivro  for  Um  riiini>iil« 
— C*a*M  of  Iha  clit|>n«ition  aF  the  Oxmitoa  to  ttaignxt 
CoDtnut  bot>««n  the  Qcrnian  and  (be  Freach  P*aM>^-UB- 
noiiTrM  of  Onrmtna  mlilvnt  at  H*vio  tor  Bmcihk  th«  EbI- 
(r«oU— Triifka  nf  Hdomi  which  mak-e  tho  MtnlpaMiit  <( 
Emlgmiti  lli(i(  ipocikl  boaiDCM— QimiIiuou  oI  OetMaa  C«»- 
■ult  kt  H*<re— DiitrtMiDB  cooioquonoM  rMolttng  fran  IboM 
cauiM, 

Hathe  is  0  colony  to  wliich  all  the  oonnnerda) 
nations  have  marc  or  k-u  sent  their  re^iKscntaliTn. 
UeiKe  there  is  scaroely  a  eivilixed  or  half  civilixctl 
langUAge  hot  incetH  i)iv  var  ocaiHi4Miiilly  on  the  pro- 
BnetMdea  Kiid  in  the  c(>6V-c-hou»c«;  and  there  is  no 
town  in  Prance  where  the  smart  language  of  ihc 
country  is  so  dreadfully  mangled.  The  Germani 
on  very  nuineroua,  and  besides  those  resident  here, 
aome  thousands  of  emigrants  ure  arriting  alniuM 
every  fortnight.  These  have  drawn  u  great  num- 
ber of  German  pultlicaiis,  retul  »hopk<«|>er»,  nod 
brokerti,  to  the  town,  nnd  very  iiflen  the  wive*  ami 
children,  sotnclimes  wliulc  fam)li<r^  of  German  etni- 
granu  stay  behind,  so  thai  (be  number  of  the 
resident  Germans  is  conlinuollj  increasing. 

One  evening,  walking  on  th«  quays  after  the 
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lie  had  left  irork,  I  l)rard  ihc  sound  of  a  nnlin 
phytng  a  waltc  on  board  one  of  tb«  ships,  and 
otCBnofully  the  loud  Juchhri  of  <l«TTnan  pMsanis. 
I  do  not  recollect  tolmvc  ever  heard  ihiiiin  Frnocv, 
cTcn  when  the  dnncc  wm  ever  .so  olwln-perotis. 
These  muM  be  Gcnnans  -,  and  so  I  mode  my  way 
acruM  tcvcral  vessels  till  1  reacltcd  tlie  one  on  ihc 
itck  of  whiirh  a  whole  German  cargo  were  dancing 
lo  the  rastrument  of  a  village  fiddler  from  RiKnish 
Bavaria.  The  ship  wan  in  «il  the  next  dny,  nnd 
■II  the  emigrontjs  lads  lnnscd,  men,  wnnicn  and 
children,  were  dancing  in  the  highest  spirits,  n* 
thoogh  they  had  been  ai  a  fair. 

I  have  several  times  wrn  German  emigranta 
■riping  the  big  tears  from  their  heavy  eyes  when 
the  *hip  was  piusing  the  quay,  and  they  u-aved 
their  adieu  to  a  friend  who  was  to  tail  in  anolhi.T 
vefsel  on  the  next  or  the  succeeding  day.  I  once 
saw  a  yuuog  wooisn  (ear  open  her  neckerchief  to 
relieve  her  oppreSiMd  hofom,  and  with  the  exclama- 
fnatinn  of  "  My  mother  !  my  poor  mother  !"  [wish 
ande  )»er  hnrhand,  who  held  otit  to  her  llicir  infant 
nx  months  old.  And,  on  another  occasion,  I  saw 
a  native  of  the  Black  Foreftl,  who  had  endeavoured 
to  drown  his  sorrow  by  drinking,  leap  upon  the 
gunwale.  an<]  with  an  emphatic  imprecation  consign 
oil  Germany  and  Jmlniann  N  to  the  bottom  of 
the  sea,  in  doing  which  he  knocked  olf  his  fur  cap, 
which  fell  into  the  water,  and  he  had  well  nigh 
ttmibled  after  it.  .All  the  »pectalur8  on  the  jetty, 
and  even  the  iitsjority  of  the  emigrants,  laughed 
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heartily  iH  thiH  »c*nc,  nnd  had  hctn  whdiy  unmoviil 
at  itic  rortncr;  bul  I  wsb  deeply  affected  by  boih. 
All  this,  however,  was  nothing  to  the  joyous  fMt»- 
»i'ngcrs  on  board  the  ship  juM  ready  to  start. 
These  people  Mere  leaving  iheir  native  Und,  bouw 
aud  home,  the  spot  where  iliey  liod  played  as  boyit 
where  they  )tn<l  !ov<>d  im  youths  where  o»  drii  ih«y 
had  listened  with  delight  to  ihc  pratllv  of  titnr 
firM>bom :  and  nothing,  nothing  indicated  that  thejr 
had  turned  tbnr  hacks  for  ever  on  all  that  was 
most  sacred,  iFmt  they  had  ahanduned  the  graves  of 
their  father^  that  they  had  Kold  tite  cradles  of  their 
children.  TItry  danced,  tlwy  made  merry.  JuMeit 
lliat  was  a  mirth! 

What  i*  the  tutme  nf  that  country,  iinfurlunate 
enough  to  give  birth  to  such  khi«,  still  mure  unfor- 
tunate to  account  for  nnd  to  justify  such  iiHliffrr- 
enee?  I  know  it  well,  I  know  the  peo))le  of  South 
Germany,  with  a  heart  that  ihrcsiens  to  break, 
when  home-sicknesa  courses  like  a  burning  fever 
through  the  veins,  and  tJie  bosom  is  resdy  to  burM. 
And  yet  these  peuple  emigrate,  and  dance,  and 
make  merry,  on  the  very  evening  befove  their  de- 
parture f 

Here,  in  Havre,  I  never  heani  ihc  poorest  la- 
bourer, the  meaneM  sailor,  f|>cnk  otherwise  than 
with  contempt  uf  the  Germans,  or  rather  nf  iha 
Suimttf  as  ihey  are  here  called,  because  fomierty  S 
Swiis  regimeul  which  spoke  German  was  stationed 
in  Havre— and  this  sentiment  extends  lu  the  middle 
aiMJ  in  part  also  to  the  higher  clau.    I  woa  sileiieedi 
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wheoerer  1  attrmpUtl  to  dvfcnd  (hem,  by  the  re- 
ply ;  "  But  wliy  ilo  they  emigrate  ?  Wc  French 
«ouUl  rathvr  hvc  at  honie  on  a  cruRt  of  brr^d,  than 
anyu'hrrc  dw  in  plenty.  Whnl  sort  of  a  country 
nuM  that  be  which  people  c«n  forukc,  like  these 
SiDHnr 

GcTRiQDy  is  one  of  the  Rnest  countries  in  the 
world.  It  abounds  in  every  thing,  and  yet  such  is 
th«  diureas  that  it  forces  tliousands  every  year  to 
tttk  aiMithi^  climate,  in  order  tluit  the  torments  of  a 
hell  ti|>on  earth  niav  iHit  dirjirive  llietn  of  the  liupe 
of  a  heaven  hereafter,  or  make  them  doubt  the  cx- 
ialcucc  of  a  ruling  Providence.  Let  any  one  explaia 
this  if  he  can.  I  sni  often  lold  that  it  is  owing  to 
Gtmiaj]  curiosity,  which  is  anxious  to  know  what 
a  beyond  ibe  mountains  and  aenwa  tl>e  sea,  and 
which  drives  tliem  with  a  sort  of  eagerneiHt  into 
foragn  countries.  I  have  felt  this  kind  of  cutioiuty 
myself;  it  liasdriven  mc  too  from  my  country  over 
hill  nnd  dale ;  but  a  word,  the  accidental  menlioi)  of 
the  name  of  n  place  where  I  have  been  huppy,  the 
•ound  of  a  bell  rt-OL-nihling  that  of  the  church  near 
which  I  onoc  dwell,  the  chirp  of  a  turd,  a  dream,  a 
mere  nothing,  ore  fre«|uently  Hufficient  to  awaken  n 
very  different  sort  of  longing,  and  to  »en<i  my  s[nrit 
■-travelling  homeward.  The  fondnes*  for  travel 
drives  us  abroad ;  the  lunging  for  home  draws  us 
back  with  irresistible  force  into  ihc  srm»  of  our 
kindred,  and  chains  uh  to  (he  spot  where  wc  Kjiorled 
ai  boys,  where  we  first  perceived  that  we  hod  a 
bean  in  our  bosoms.     Precisely  this  controdidion 
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U  the  GcmuiD  character,  Ihj(  oeithcr  iki«  nor 
oUicr  alone. 

People  talk  of  the  everlasting  migraliono  of  the 
Gennno  trilics,  in  order  to  account  for  thd  cmigrs- 
lion  uf  the  poor  peoaanis  to  America.  But  these 
migrations  were  iiivsrlaljlj'  iu  the  main  the  eBect  of 
one  ami  itic  nuinc  citunc.  All  thiKtc  tribeit  of  Ger- 
mans—Siix  oils,  Franks,  Nonnans  or  hy  whatever 
names  they  may  be  c^led — hod  not  room  enoufih  in 
their  native  land  ;  they  knew  noi  what  to  do  or 
bow  to  lire  ;  ihey  grasped  their  &words,  and  sought 
a  new  country,  because  they  would  not  starve  in 
the  old  one.  Sudi  is  the  catte  at  the  present  day. 
Nothing  but  distress,  present  misery,  and  the  pro- 
spect of  a  darker  future,  compels  these  unfortunate 
pco])lc  to  bid  a  joyful  a<licu  to  their  ron<lly  loved 
native  land,  and  to  seek  to  live  by  their  labour  in  a 
far  distant  country. 

The  suflcring*  of  many  centurin  arc  to  be  read 
in  the  fentures  of  these  people,  and  the  more  dia* 
tinclly  when  you  see  them  along  with  French 
peasants  and  labourers.  In  the  countenances  and 
look*  of  the  French  sailors  you  frequently  percav* 
charartenBlic  lmii!i  of  their  monil  (k-(>raviiy ;  and 
this  is  observable  at  times,  though  of  late  less  fre- 
quently, and  only  by  way  of  exception,  even  in  the 
working  jteople  in  towns.  But  put  a  French  pe^ 
■Dl,  of  eitlHf  sex,  iMsiide  a  German,  and  they 
furm  as  great  a  contrast  a*  tlw  master  Ixiiide  hts 
MYvani,  tbc  mistress  besi<le  her  maid.  In  every 
look,  every  attitude,  every  motion  of  tlie  French 
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iBDts,  male  and  female,  there  is  always  a  certain 
grace;  tbey  cast  down  their  eves  before  no  man,  be 
bt  who  be  may ;  (bey  are  never  al  a  lou  for  an 
answer ;  they  Icnow  that  they  need  fear  nulxxly, 
tbat  tbe  law  for  iheoi  is  the  btw  for  th«r  Huperion. 
German  awkwanlneM  »  beoome  proverbial,  mid  its 
catui-  bt  f^nerally  smtgtil  d<;i-|KT  than  it  lies.  A 
feeling  of  in<)epcncli.-t)ce  is  the  aiitttlote,  and  whence 
H  the  German  peasant  and  artisan  to  derive  this  ? 
Whoever  doubts  what  I  lay,  let  him  place  a  Uer- 
raan,  who  from  bia  youth  has  lived  in  the  higher 
circle*  of  Mdety,  beside  a  Frrnchtuan,  and  I  atn 
oartain  (hat  very  often  the  fonner  will  nut  be  the 
fBOfV  awkward  of  the  two. 

I  have  a  hundred  times  made  the  obstrt-ation 
that  the  German  peasant  is  not  only  heavier,  duller, 
dnnsHT,  than  titc  Fn-neh  pcaxant,  who  i*  always 
graceful  in  compnrison  with  him,  but  that  he  i;^  nlso 
uglier :  in  the  women  this  difference  is  particularly 
strilcing.  The  Gernuin  tribes  once  had  tlic  rq)uta> 
tion  of  being  nne  of  tlie  lineal  nw»  of  men.  Tbe 
Rotnam  ihuuj^t  no  women  more  be»u(tful  than  the 
goldi-u-haiml  German,  and  they  were  connoiiseurs 
nd  lind  their  choice.  Even  at  the  present  day,  you 
aee  in  the  towns  of  Gennsny,  among  the  higher  and 
middle  classes,  more  really  handsome  women  than 
in  France.  On  the  other  hand,  I  scarcely  recollect 
having  Wen  among  the  German  emigrants  one 
woman  who  was  qualified  to  compete  in  this  respect 
with  the  wives  of  the  working  men  here,  or  with  the 
narkM-womcD  and  the  female  peasants.     Tbey  are 
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the  most  wrcldinl,  the  tcum  of  the  pcMintr;  of 
iodividual  provinces  of  Germany,  who  have  had  to 
struggle  all  ihcir  lives  with  distress  attd  tmnery,  and 
on  that  account  the  ugliest. 

To  the  tpcciaior  of  any  nation,  aiid  to  a  German 
in  particular,  it  is  a  (uiinful  sight  to  ice  Kich  a  cars* 
van  of  emigrant?,  in  which  ilic  gray  hoir  of  tl>e 
grandfalhiT  and  tht?  inarticulate  tones  of  the  infant 
speak  a  language  which  rends  the  heart.  But  if 
tlifiv  poor  creatures  excite  profourKl  oompasuoo, 
tlu-ri-  it  unulher  class  «f  their  eotintryinen  here  of 
whom  one  cannot  speak  but  with  abhorrence.  To 
ihcH-  the  unfortunate  emigrants  arc  an  object  of 
Gpcculation,  whom  they  contrive  by  every  |K)»-Mblc 
arti6ce  to  strip  of  the  Inst  farthing,  of  the  last  shirt 
upon  their  bock .  The  Germans  who  keep  lodging. 
bouses  here  are,  with  rare  exceptions,  intriguers 
and  bankrupts,  many  of  whom  tlie  fear  of  puniib- 
menthasfurceil  to  leave  their  native  country.  Moat 
of  tkc  emigrant*,  as  t)>cy  undersUnd  not  a  word  of 
French,  arc  completely  at  their  mercy,  and  every 
bushel  of  potatoefi,  every  joint  of  meal,  that  they 
buy,  must  pay  toll  to  theae  their  countrymen,  who 
offer  tbeir  services  out  of  pure  philanthropy.  The 
poor  wretches  du  not  purchase  an  article  of  any 
kind  without  Ixring  grossly  clicatcd,  i)k>  agt-nl  and 
the  seller,  who  know  one  another,  sharing  the  gain. 
A  German  Jew,  who  had  settled  here,  sold  to  al> 
most  every  emigrant  who  hud  a  few  dollani  lefl,  a 
walch,  according  as  ittc  buyer  was  richer  or  poorer, 
for  100,  fiO,  30,  10  francs,  and  even  still  less,  one> 
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half  St  least  of  wbidi  w«s  profit,  so  that  he  mndc 
from  (en  lo  fifteen  thouund  franca  a  year,  and  often 
more.  A  waichiaaker.  to  whom  he  wa%  accusloniiKl , 
to  refer  n»  U>  th«  worth  of  the  wntch,  rcci-ived  five 
franct  for  every  one  that  he  sold.  In  printvd  in- 
■tructions  for  (he  emigrants,  they  were  (oid  tliat 
watches  were  oiuch  dearer  in  America  than  in  Eu- 
rope; and  our  German  Hi-hrcw  dentonMraied  bb 
cl<«rly  as  puniblv  llial  (he  wisest  tiling  they  could 
ckt  would  be  (o  turn  ibc  rest  of  th«r  nioitcy  into 
waicbca.  After  ih«  poor  peasant  had  thus  beta 
duly  prepared  by  hini!<elf  or  hh  colleagurs,  he  cnme 
at  the  last  momeni  with  his  watcher,  and  sold  to 
such  as  (ook  (he  bait  at  such  •  price  as  each  could 
oSord  to  pay ;  and  the  warranted  wntch  usually 
went  at  least  uU  the  ship  bad  left  Havre.  1  know 
«  watdtmaker  here,  of  whom  ihe  Jew  bought  old 
chains  and  other  [tarts,  out  of  which  he  put  the 
works  logelhef.  This  trafBc,  however,  seems  likely 
to  lie  checked  by  another,  for  it  is  now  auid  that 
fowling-piMcs are  more  advantageous  thnn  watches, 
and  to  a  trade  in  them  has  commenced,  which  ia 
carried  on  in  (he  sarae  manner  a>  that  in  wntelies 
has  been.  The«c  are  but  solitary  instances  of  the 
way  in  which  the  cniignints  arc  treated  in  reganl  to 
every  thing  (list  (hey  buy  here.  I»  a  few  days  or  a 
few  hours  the  ocean  parts  buyer  and  seller,  and 
eflMtually  prevents  all  europlaini. 

There  are  several  houses  here  which  make  the 
equipment  of  i-migmnts  their  |Mirticular  business, 
Ooe  of  them  is  connected  with  the  packets,  which 
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uil  pretty  regularly,  and  therefore  has  wme  advan- 
l^e  owr  the  rtst.  On  the  *liole,  howi-vcr,  one  U 
•s  good  M  another,  that  is  to  «ay,  the  cmigraots 
arc  cheated  and  swindled  by  ntoci  of  them.  Sonw 
of  them  have  their  rei-ruuing  offices  on  the  fmntwrs 
of  France  and  Germany.  There  the  dilTerent  agents 
outdo  one  another  in  the  terms  which  they  ofAr, 
and  promicc  the  crai^rrants  all  that  they  can  desirF. 
But  in  the  contract,  which  is  always  in  French, 
there  is  not  a  word  about  these  terms,  and  to  thia 
contract  they  are  referred  when  they  have  at  length 
arriTed  hi>re.  It  specific*,  in  gviu-ml,  tluit  they 
ahall  have  a  passage  in  such  or  such  a  ship,  or  rn 
tome  other,  and  to  they  are  obli|[cd  to  wait  mostly 
for  weeks,  four,  six,  nght,  in  a  luwn  where  livinn  ia 
very  dear,  nni)  where,  moreover,  every  thing  ia  cao> 
trived  to  flet-ce  ihein,  till  the  iJiip  to  nod  ao,  or 
Home  olhtr,  is  ready  to  siul.  The  provisions  stipis- 
Uied  in  these  con  tTscts  are  reckoned  by  kilogrammo^ 
but  with  the  agents  a  kilogramme  is  twice  as  heary 
oa  here  in  the  warehouses  of  the  contractors ;  and 
as  the  poor,  i^iorant  German  peasants  cannot  ac- 
custom thi-ti):i^-l\-t.-K  to  this  weif^i,  tlu' overseers  of 
the  warehouses  moctly  fin<i  means  to  filch  several 
per  cent,  mure  from  each  s»n  of  provisons  for  thcin- 
aclves  and  their  masters.  The  greater  part  of  th» 
•augnuu  are  therefore  in  general  obliged  to  lay  in 
a  fupplentcntary  stock  here  ut  their  own  cxpence. 

It  ia  snrrely  possible  lu  carry  a  complaint 
against  this  conduct  into  court,  as  the  contracts 
monly  allow    the   ouitilters  oU    possible   lalitudv. 
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But  if  such  a  complaint  wen  poesiblc  and  valid  in 
law,  it  IB  fcarcely  practicable  ia  Tact.  The  German 
peaani  know*  not  a  vord  of  the  language  of  ihe 
Dounirjr ;  he  muu,  iber^ore,  employ  a  deputy, 
and  would  thu«  Iw  certain  to  fall  into  the  hands  of 
ft  Dew  bloodsucker.  Then  agoiu,  the  coomctora 
are  on  the  best  terms  with  thv  polioc-officera,  «cr> 
gcanta,  aiw)  g(-nMlarm««,  wiih  wh»ni  they  arc  in , 
daily  intercours*-,  atKl  the  higher  officers  of  justice  ' 
have  not  time  to  attend  to  such  bagatelles. 

The  Gemian  consuls,  whose  duty  ii  is  to  protect 
iheir  coonirvtnen,  have  in  general  other  and  far 
more  important  busineftt  to  mind.  But  lru[h  re- 
quires me  to  declare  tlutt  M.  Mcinel,  the  Biirariaa 
consul,  has  on  several  occanons  warmly  iiilt.-rcstcd 
himself  on  behalf  of  hiscounirymcn,  and  bcllcrcd 
their  condition  by  his  interference.  I  am  not 
aware  of  any  similar  interference  on  the  part  of  the 
other  coasuls,  hut  will  not  aninn  that  no  such  in- 
■Unce  baa  occurred.  One  of  tUt-te  euiisiils,  repre- 
anting  several  German  stale*,  and  among  the  rest 
one  of  tlw  larger  states  of  North  Germuny,  is  known 
to  the  emigrants  from  those  couuiries  only  by  their 
«ad)  being  obliged  to  pay  him,  out  of  the  little  that 
his  countrymen  have  left  them  here,  two  frnnes  for 
bis  VUa,  out  of  which  tiraae  wIm  tranaact  the  busi- 
ona  for  them  make  three.  The  consulship  is  ihua 
beeome  an  office  that  produces  a  yearly  income  of 
five  or  tax  thousaod  francs,  and  fretiuenlly  more. 
If  ibc  wretch  who  MntU  and  plunclcn  at  a  lire  dc- 
.  to  be  flung  without  trial  into  the  flames,  ha 
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who  rob>  An  cniigraDt,  or  who  nwrcljr  cnrichcA  him- 
•elf  at  the  ex  pence  of  the  latter,  ought  «l  leait  to  be 
keel-hauled  under  the  »litp  that  i»  to  carry  him  out. 
f^uch  ■  Uw  in  the  spirit  of  Draco  would  be  juitl- 
fiable  befurL-  God  and  the  nurli],  whatever  the 
sciilinientality  of  our  times  tniglit  have  to  allege 
agsinHt  it. 

Owing  lo  the  manner  in  which  the  emigrant*  are 
imposed  upon  at  the  frontiers,  it  is  very  oftwi  ih* 
case  that  whole  families,  who  hare  spent  tlirir  all 
on  thejouniey,  ania>m|iellMl,  on  their  arrival  hwe, 
lobcgiK-oviNionsaridollu-r  iii-ccwarii-*,  if  ihey  would 
not  lose  the  money  which  tliey  have  |uud  for  their 
psBSOge.  They  arc  olten  obliged  to  Mop  here  for  a 
year  together  to  earn  sufficient  topay  for  their  fare; 
and  in  many  case*  the  mothers  and  children  »lay 
behind  ;  while  the  father  alone  proceeds  in  the  hope 
of  soon  saving  enough  in  Anicrica  to  pay  for  tbeir 
pBMage.  It  Iiiip|ien«  not  unrri-quently  that,  while 
they  arc  labouring  licre  to  earn  their  bread,  the 
truly  German  fondness  for  travel  substdrs,  and  they, 
>ettle  quietly  in  this  place,  Occasiimally,  the  women 
•eelc  to  ram  money  in  a  diflt-rcnt  way,  and  the 
wltolly  nrglfcicd  children,  excluded  from  achonl  by 
poverty  and  ignorance  of  tltc  Inngnag*-,  run  wild 
and  roiim  about  oo  ilic  quays,  in  order  that,  by  [wtty 
thefts  from  the  goods  which  are  unloading,  they  may 
help  to  raise  the  sum  required  for  their  passage. 
The  attention  of  ihc  French  Govcmmeni  being  at 
length  dirccl«t  to  thin  circumsunce,  orders  were 
issued  that  a  passport  for  emigration  tliould  not  be 
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gnmted  to  any  person  who  ^la  not  poawswd  of  a 
fuffidrnl  &utu  t«  defray  the  expeoce  of  the  journey 
ibraugh  f  riiiice  and  the  jmauge.  But  ih«  oon- 
KC|uCDcn  of  tbiv  ordinance  oidy  added  to  ihv 
embaiTBsnncnU  of  ihc  liaplvtts  wanderers.  The 
•geots  themselves  iidviKcd  them  to  borrow  the  requU 
fitesum,  and  referred  them  toofHcious  friendft;  and 
thus  the  emigrants  hjul  often  enough  lo  pay  on  the 
frontienflO,  40,  50  francs,  for  the  fluiii  uf  iiOO,  GOO, 
900  franc*,  advanced  to  ihem,  ucoirding  to  the 
magnitudi.*  of  lln-ir  famtliv*.  for  a  few  huurs,  by 
Jewihh  extortioner^  and  of  course  arrived  eo  much 
tb«  mure  dc»iiiuie  in  Havre. 

From  all  ihnc  (acIs  it  is  easy  lo  infer  why  Gvr- 
many  atut  the  Germans  stand  so  low  in  the  estima- 
tion of  the  cummun  people  of  this  country.  There 
ia  a  way  to  put  aii  end  to  tliis  emigration,  but  to 
pfopoac  it  wouhl  only  excite  a  s^iile  of  pity  in  those 
who  have  the  power  to  help.  If,  however,  U  cannot 
be  prevented,  it  would  be  a  work  worthy  of  a  phiT 
lanthrupiit,  of  a  German  who  loves  his  country  and 
b'u  kiitd,  if  he  uere  to  employ  his  capital  —  and  he 
would  riiJi  nothing  in  doing  so  —  in  trana|Hir[ing 
tbcK  unfortunate  creatures  as  cheaply  and  iis  sufcly 
•■  posttblc  to  America.  But  perhaps  thin  projHisa) 
loo  may  draw  only  a  smile  of  pity  from  all  ihoK' 
who  fe«l  then)selTe«  above  auch  trifles. 
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CHAPTER  IX. 


VitM  oliht  8m— Th«  Km  at  Hkiro—  ScniMbi  ba  wituiwwl 
tbore— L>  folic  Mirguarlt«  —  Set -inter  lUtli*  —  PhmtnfM  «f 
S«*-Btth>nj[— Niiur«ot  Ih*  BcMh — f>rotni*runu»  B^hlnc  of 
the  Svi»:  Inilancpi  in  whii'h  htal  ucidenU  fa**Q  be«]  ft*- 
■•olnil  bj  It — Dingcroui  Sari. 

Thr  Gnt  lime  thai  I  beWld  ihv  wa,  it  matk  * 
very  dtfTL-reui  imprcs-sion  upon  ni«  fruni  whai  I  had 
■nliciputetl.  The  nky  wii*  oviTcnm,  not  m  bn^ilh  of 
air  wa>  »[irrii)];,  n»d  thv  wn  Uy  >  oklc  wastv  before 
nwi,  TIk-  lonfrrr  I  contrm plated  thit  inantratls 
maia,  the  laorv  a  feeling  of  awe  siule  over  me.  On 
ibi;  morrow,  a  virifjing  hrt.-ti[li  owept  over ihi«  deaul 
mfe»,  and  where  the  preceding;  day  all  wa*  dmry 
and  lilill  ai  in  n  Mndy  di-xi-rt,  joyous  wnvn  wen 
now  dancing,  and  driving  one  anmhrr  nlong.  Near 
the  shore  thrj'  ran  rippling  to  the  beach,  dashed 
upon  it  with  a  ahout  of  victory,  and  rolled  back 
Doiuly  over  the  gravel  And  ttiey  fported  with 
tlie  barkft  which  the  liardilmud  of  man  Itnd  cocragned 
to  tlu-m,  at  one  time  lifting  them  high  into  the  air, 
and  iben  hurling  them  down  as  deep.  And  then 
all  the  Tcssela  going  in  and  out,  yielding  tu  the  im- 
puUe  of  the  waves,  like  proud  swans  upon  their 
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kkc* ;  sod  those  dtttant  sails,  hovering  like 
gulUat  lh«  borizoo,  and  thow gulls  which  iiiMgiiiA. 
tioR  convened  into  vi-sscU  ! 

And  ihc  next  day  I  wmt  a^nin  to  ibc  abore. 
Heavy  clouds  covered  the  fmx  of  heaven,  and  lay 
like  a  pall  upon  the  6mi  ;  and  here  and  there  in  this 
dun  veil  was  a  rent,  througli  which  bum  the  bright 
nyt  of  the  aun.  The  wind  bowled  over  the  tea, 
ud  lasbi-d  the  wnvm  »o  that  ihev  reon-d  themselves 
high  into  the  air,  and  dropped  snortiiif;  dnw-n  sgaio. 
Wo  to  the  vessel  that  bad  not  reached  tbc  harbour, 
and  was belweenlltc  mighty  con)hatani& — wind  and 
water !  I  waiclied  this  combat,  and  heard  tbe 
broken  cry  of  horror  rni«rd  by  tbe  icaiiii-n.  when 
iJw  furious  elenieot  dashed  ibc  sliip  ngainut  Ute  pier, 
■ad  tht  went  lo  piece*.  Not  oonicnl  with  having 
oonqtKTed  those  who  had  boldly  de6ed  their  vcbe- 
■MQce.  the  billows  rolled  over  tbe  dialtaml  vessel, 
as  an  enraged  oombatanl  tramplesupoR  a  vanquisbed 
adven«ry  after  be  has  struck  him  lo  the  ground. 
And  when  ilte  wind  ui  length  ceased  to  lash  tbe  aea, 
tha  latter  continued  to  grumble  for  many  liourv, 
■id  WW  tbc  more  awful  as  tbe  howling  of  the  one 
DO  locker  indicated  tbe  cau&c  of  the  commotion  of 
tbe  other. 

A  few  days  afterwards  I  went  again  to  the  shore. 
All  was  calm  and  »till.  I  »u«r  coinprettended  tbe 
gruKJeur  of  this  calnincM ;  und  it  no  lunger  pn>> 
duoed  the  unpleasant  imprcesion  of  a  boundless  de- 
sen  of  nnd,  for  I  was  now  aware  of  tbft  omnipO' 
Uoce  of  the  ^ant,  und  knew  tlut  he  was  only 
ilumbenog. 
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All  this  indeed,  is  mere  words ;  but  here  »t 
oonnlnnM)  life,  ever- varying  lifi-,  terrible  greatness, 
uid  trantjuil  Hublimity.  And  in  this  variety,  in  this 
union  of  the  prral,  the  tcrriblr,  the  sublinic,  in  this 
Bwiscxciiing  conflici,  succeeded  by  tiK  profoundvu 
repose,  lie&  the  cliarm. 

And  then  eveiiioff,  ond  the  selling  Min,  and  night  I 
I  have  miiui'd  few  sunsets  since  I  hnve  lieen  in 
Havre,  nnd  linvc  not  bccii  one  uhidi  niis  like  yes> 
terday'a.  Itui  wherefore  describe  how  ihc  tun  (inks 
into  the  se4,  how  it  banl(.*r»  the  horizon  with  gold, 
aiid  how  the  gn!d>c(lgi.*d  eloiids  iire  n-lli-cted  in  the 
mirror  of  ihe  sky  ?  To  what  piirpow  di-scril>e  bow 
the  stars  dis|iori  and  dance  to  and  fro  in  the  flood  ; 
how  tile  moon  thniua  n  silver  streak  acroM  it,  and 
bow  all  this  form*  an  exi(uij4ie  clianii,  to  which  the 
creations  of  the  must  glowing  urteninl  iiiiogiiMiioa 
appear  cold  and  inanimate 't  And  then  the  pbo^ 
plioresccni  wnves  of  a  summer  night,  which  f^iirroMiid 
the  belated  bark,  light  her  way,  and  mark  Ikt  truck  ! 
1  have  seen  a  hundred,  a  thouMind,  marine  piccnt, 
and  ii  u  preciiK-ly  this,  which  cannot  Im-  fainted, 
that  produce*  the  vnricly,  the  life,  tlint  cream  with 
every  movement  a  new  world. 

Whenever  the  floud-iiilt-  [wrmilK  the  entrance  and 
departure  of  rfiipn,  ihv  pier  is  lhrong«).  Many  ore 
only  tpecialors  of  this  givnt  drama.  It  w«s  wcne 
days  before  I  comprehended  it,  its  fable,  and  iu 
moral  i  and  so  long  I  (ou  was  oiw  uf  the  idle  apee- 
lulon.  The  entering  and  d<imriing  kliija  excited 
my  feelings,  and  the  jMctum  which  they  prcscuicd 
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«ere  beautiful,  but  only  pictures.  But  one  day  I 
hnrd  near  me  »  ugh,  and  «av  a  glUtcniiig  tear  in 
the  eye  ufa  younf;  fomale.  ,:\11  tfat-n  bccaniv  clt-arcr, 
and  I  coaiprdwnded  that  these  beautirul  pictures, 
tbeaea,  andihcUiipi,  and  ihu^U,  oniiuaicd  by  the 
wind,  wen;  only  the  bockgnnim),  only  accviiotiea  of 
die  drama  thai  is  bera  dcv<.-lc^M:d  bcforf  (Iw  mind's 
eye  ;  and  tlicn  I  became  one  uf  ihi.'  pcrrornicr&,  nay 
the  leader  of  ibeiii.  'I'lKTe  siix)d  a  muo  in  tlie  bat 
yean  of  life,  who  had  onoe  iHxn  tiaiidwote  and  vigo- 
nptn,  and  directed  his  Irleccopc  to  ihc  tiori/.on  of  the 
an.  11)6  features  betrayed  a  pa^on  tliat  disiorlvd 
thetn ;  (or  lust  uf  gain  la  more  li'rril>le  tban  any  other, 
•od  dc^tniyft both  «oul  and  body.  He  wax  inentullj 
eakruluting  wliai  he  might  win  or  loee ;  and  uncer- 
tainty, bofie,  and  fnr,  were  contending  in  his  heart, 
without  any  uT  them  being  able  t4>  gain  the  victory. 
Not  far  frotn  him  stood  niiolher,  who,  having  for  a 
while  directed  his  tube  ftrst  to  one  point,  then  to  ano- 
ther, at  length  fixed  it  u|ua  an  object  which  en- 
ffrtnscd  his  whole  aiti-nuon.  His  face  brightened 
up,  atld  became  every  moment  more  animated,  till 
at  last  be  lowered  the  tek-.tcope,  and  silently,  but 
with  ifiumpli  in  every  look,  bent  his  way  with  rapid 
step  towards  the  town.  Who  knows  what  might 
depend  on  the  arrival  of  the  vessel !  {lerhnps  the 
happiaetsof  a  beloved  daughter;  perhaps  the  re- 
turn of  a  hopeful  nm  ;  perhaps  the  vase  of  the  lust 
days  of  a  grey-headed  father,  weary  of  life ;  per* 
bapa,  too,  only  the  momentary  grati6catioD  of  » 
ntver  to  be  satiated  appetite  for  gun.  Yonder 
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stood  a  woman  bowed  with  age,  supported  by  t)>e 
arm  of  a  youDg  fi-nial«.  'Iliey  were  poor,  ih«r 
dress  proved  il.  n»d  tlicy  were  even  uiubtc  to  ^rc 
winga  by  mvans  of  h  telescope  to  their  looki  ■od 
their  anxious  ionginj;;.  But  tbdr  eyes  were  directed 
■o  the  dixtsiict',  and  lunigbt  out  every  uil  (hat  ap- 
peared above  thi'  far  horizon,  I  awlbent  fmiuvtilly 
aA^rwards  standinf;  then?  mute  and  full  of  rarc,uid 
toon  hnew  that  iht-y  win'  the  mother  and  bride  of 
a  nilor,  whnac  fthip  ought  long  nnc«  to  have  arrived. 
Every  ci-cning  they  returned  hoiiH;  with  dbap- 
pomtcd  hopes ;  and  one  day,  when  I  )uid  rf  ad  in  ihr 
papers  of  ltH^  Ium  of  a  Havre  vessel,  I  looked  for 
them  with  prnpht-iic  frars,  but  located  in  vain.  They 
came  no  more  to  the  [Her. 

The  departing  veHsvls  were  salut«l  by  many  of 
the  person*  present.  Here  stood  a  father  sbouting 
a  lau  adieu  to  hi«  son  :  ihrre  n  mother  extending 
her  arms  in  anguish  towards  the  diild  of  Ikt  affec- 
tion, from  whom  nhe  was  tu  be  parted;  jooder  a 
wife  holding  up  her  prnltling  infant,  thai  the  father 
might  see  it  onee  more.  And  who  could  answer 
for  il  that  all  these  were  not  the  greetings  of  ever- 
latling  farewell ! 

The  m<wt  to4icl)ing  scene  that  I  ever  beheld  I 
witnessed  here  at  die  fir«t  dood-tid*-,  after  a  trnora- 
dous  storm.  The  pier  swarmed  with  people,  and 
most  of  them  wen-  the  relativea  of  the  linhermeo, 
who  had  been  overiaken  by  the  storm  while  out  at 
•M.  Who  can  dewnbe  the  extacies  of  jny  with 
wh'wh  here  and  tlwre  a  wotnan  and  diildren  dc- 
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•cried  in  (bv  disuncc  thv  mU  of  their  rmhiY,  tliar 
biuband,  iljeir  hroiher '.  or.  when  ihc  vcs*«l  wax 
near  ronugh,  it»e  cordial  greetings  of  relations  anti 
frirodt !  But  «Ih>  (.-an  conccirc  (be  i^r(>ny  which 
dit»  vi-nr  joy  cMiiributvd  to  [»int  on  (hv  focv»  of 
tboto  wikoeccyes  looked  in  vaio  for  the  object*  of 
ifacir  anxiety '.  With  ili«  arrival  of  each  hoat,  the 
Dumln-r  of  [>er»on«  ii»cmbic(J  on  the  jiii-r  decreoM't), 
for  iti«y  hoslcned  away  to  pres«  to  ihvir  bosoDtit 
those  vbo  were  preserved  to  them.  At  length  all 
ibeTesKls  and  boats  ha«Uining  in  frofu  right  and 
left  had  eou-reil.  The  sea  gradually  rv-lired,  and 
very  few  of  the  crowd  collected  there  nn  hour  be- 
ton  were  left-  These  hud  in  vain  scrutinized  with 
wiaful  looks  every  wil,  every  Ixwt,  every  vessel. 
Hope  gave  place  to  de«pair,  which  wan  expressed 
in  toacs  and  giiiium  that  cut  nn-  to  tltv  heart.  Mo- 
than  and  children  stood  weeping  in  Hlencc>  or  sob- 
biiig  aloud,  or  sledfantly  gazing  with  tearful  eyes 
on  the  sea  in  the  ditianoe,  as  tlwugh  to  wring  from 
it  as  nnawcr  to  ihc  question  :  Where  is  tny  lorer, 
my  hui)>and,  my  faiher,  my  son  ?  And  the  wave 
munnurid  (juietlypasl — an  awful  grave,  upon  which 
not  even  a  nwund  or  a  crotta  can  be  a  wrelcbed  con- 
solation to  llie  unfortunate  survivors. 

Never  shall  I  forgtt  this  scene,  and  while  I  lived 
is  Havre  I  was  most  painfully  remin<]cd  of  it  from 
tine  to  time  by  a  woman.  One  evening  profound 
nli.t>cv  rvigncd  around  nie.  I  was  standing  bi-re, 
sdmiring  the  calmness  of  the  sea,  the  luminous  ap- 
peannix   of  the   waves^  and   iltc   dancing  of  the 
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mooiibt-anis  in  the  iK^uid  plain,  when  I  heard  close 
to  mc  n  Khrivk,  tlic  iittvr  Ji*conM)lati.-tK-9s  of  whicli 
pierced  me  to  the  soul.  It  was  such  a  burst  uf 
horrid  joy  as  tteiiiuna  may  be  mppoted  to  vtnt  at 
tiim-d  niiiiil  their  toniients.  La  fiMe  Mar^turMt 
Blood  behind  tnr,  and,  when  I  turned  about,  I  taw 
her  throwing  bits  of  wood  into  the  sea,  h»nl  her 
Riuiter  incohtrcnt  words  about  flowers  aiid  rotes, 
nnd  frcquvnilj'  rt- pout  the  namcof  Gcurgc.  And  at 
intervals  rang  that  cutting  crj  of  despair,  which 
told  the  cruel  story  of  a  wounded  heart,  of  a  brain 
consume)  by  the  flainvft  of  love,  and  by  grief. 
Often  in  my  mott  frightful  dreams  have  I  since 
heard  this  shriek.  The  rcry  thought  of  it  is  enough 
to  give  me  a  sleepless  nighi. 

Just  obure  the  Jettfe  du  Nord  arc  ihc  Bains 
FroscBli.  Here  you  raaj  have  sea- water  hath*  at 
all  aeuona  of  the  year.  But  during  the  «auon  you 
haihe  in  the  open  air.  for  which  purpuw  thcru  are 
upon  the  beach  below  the  building  iiiochiiHi  in  which 
you  undress.  A  considerable  distance  further  ia 
nnother  l>u  thing -house,  which  is  less  brilliant,  but 
more  frc<|ui-n(i-d.  In  the  former  you  nm't  chn-fly 
with  foreigTMTS,  or  with  such  residents  at  Havre  aa 
wiith  to  keep  ihemselvn  apart  from  the  m>iltituJe ; 
Ihc  latter  hu  at  Imsi  the  lulvantagc  of  U-iiig  more 
lively. 

There  is  scarcely  a  higher  enjoyment  on  earth 
than  sea-bathing,  and  with  it  are  coniKctcd  my  most 
delightful  recollections  of  llw  sea.  It  ought  to  be 
rather  rough,  but  not  too  high,  just  to  boi>ierou« 
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that  one  may  rrnture  in  without  danger,  or  witb 
Trry  little  cUiig«r,  and  then  a  luxury  worthy  of  ib« 
god*  await*  UB.  On  such  a  day  scarcely  are  we  up 
to  the  kncM  in  ibc  water,  when  a  wave,  bmbinfr 
agstoat  the  shore,  carries  us  along  with  it  into  the 
midat  of  the  sportive  hillows.  We  lie  quietly  fur  a 
moment  between  two  waves,  as  in  a  dell  enclotted  on 
all  ades,  above  us  the  ek-ar  nky,  an>und  us  the 
moveable  wall  of  waters.  The  next  wove  then  ap- 
proachea  nt  a  steady  pace :  its  head,  adorned  with 
oirlitig  locks  of  f'lain,  or  crowned  by  the  piny  of 
the  sunbeams  with  flowers  and  brilliants,  bows  itself 
before  vt,  and  lif^s  us  up  to  the  top  of  the  little  hill 
of  water,  let*  us  rent  here  a  few  M-cttnd^  ami  enjoy 
the  prospect  thut  opens  around,  which  nhows  us  the 
beautiful  country,  the  playful  swimmers  and  bathers, 
the  distant  shipping,  and  the  still  more  disiunt 
borixdo ;  till  it  slips  fmrn  lieneath  us,  and  again 
leaves  us  lying  between  two  liquid  hills.  Again  it 
lifts  tis  up,  and  again  throws  us  down  ;  and  we  need 
•earccly  move  un  ami  in  thi«  elen>eiit,  to  enjuy  the 
delight  which  we  have  iningiiied  in  our  happien 
df>:ants  of  riding  upon  fleecy  clouds,  of  flying 
through  the  waves. 

The  pleasure  of  the  bathers  and  swimmcTS  varies 
like  the  sea  itself  I  wa«  often  alune,  and  then,  when 
I  swam  through  the  waves,  when  I  lay  bctwi-en  two 
liquid  hills,  ainid  the  mighty  element,  the  feeling  of 
lonelinesa  would  sometiities  steal  upon  me.  and  ex> 
□tr  a  passing  apprehciiMon ;  but  yet  I  could  not 
break  the  spell.     Oficn,  too,  there  were  hundreds 
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along  with  mc,  and  I  wu  delighted  witli  th«  cb««r- 
fulnees  which  the  brocinf;  ciccnem  produced  in  all, 
with  ihi'  Trolics  of  the  swimmer*,  with  the  Blannf  of 
till'  fair  bathers,  with  the  cure  with  which  the  railicr 
watched  o*er  his  litll«  unetsond  lastly,  with  the  con- 
fidence in  t)ie  invigoriiting  vftWci  of  the  salt  water 
expreawd  in  the  countenance  of  every  iiivalid.  Att 
however,  Havre  ii  not  a  regular  biilhiRg-pUc«,  the 
number  of  persons  of  the  Utter  elo&s  is  in  geoeroi 
small :  they  were  here  only  to  prove  the  astonishiitg 
efficacy  of  the  u-a  in  this  re*)»cl  also ;  for  I  know  a 
woniiin  who  camv  at  the  beginning  of  the  baltting- 
wason  upon  crutches,  and  who  at  three  wvckt'  end 
might  have  hung  them  up  nt  the  altar  of  Ncplun*, 
96  evidenced  of  the  miracle  tluit  he  had  wrouglii. 

Al  high  nnd  low  water  the  scene  is  always 
changed.  At  ebb-tide,  the  sea  is  Iwnlered  by  a 
plain  of  <and  a  thousand  and  often  more  pocrt  in 
breadth,  and  this  plain,  wiira>ed  by  the  sut^  the 
bathers  must  cnxn,  to  get  to  the  water  and  bade 
from  it  to  their  machines ;  and  1  have  tren  Msredy 
any,  with  (he  exception  of  a  few  sicldy  prrsuna, 
who,  eitlier  before  or  aAer  bathing,  failed  to  make 
it  the  tlmtre  of  their  Kports  and  gambok.  Th'ia 
Mnrly  plain  continues  to  slope  iin|>efcrptibly  into 
the  sen,  and  thus  at  ebb-tide  you  may  walk  several 
hundrvd  feet  into  the  water  before  it  is  up  to  your 
breast.  An  iminenM.'  space  is  thus  allowed  (o  i)ia 
baUien,  ami  tbcy  dii>|XTw;  tlietnwlve*  in  nil  dinc- 
ttons  a*  far  as  their  courage  or  llieir  Mature  pctmiu. 
At  Aood-tidc,  on  ihe  contrary,  the  descent  fi 
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is  abrupt,  aod  thus  the  sphere  of  iticir 
BornnenU  is  much  more  circutuacribed.  Tbc 
nm,  kod  ocauiocu^ly  women  too,  who  cm  8»im, 
feniure,  indeed,  somewhat  further ;  but  those  who 
have  not  kamed  that  useful  art  stand,  especially 
when  ibe  sea  runs  rather  high,  in  long  rows,  holding 
by  ropes  fauenetl  to  ptMts,  when-  the  k-apiiig  waves 
break  over  tbem,  and  frequently  dash  on  beyond 
the  laat  in  the  row. 

&IeD  and  women  bathe  here  together,  and  I 
teally  cannot  sec  tlut  llu-rc  is  any  thing  objection- 
able in  lliit  practice  The  women  vrvar  butliiog- 
dtcaws  of  the  most  modest  fashion,  to  which  a  ball 
drcn  is  absolute  nudity.  Sometimes  the  playful 
vavea  will  draw  out  a  pin  or  untie-  a  string,  and 
tbeo  you  may  perhaps  adt  the  beautiful  curve  of  a 
white  shoulder,  and  the  fair  owner  of  course  blutJies 
as  though  she  did  ooi  expose  a  great  deal  more  to 
CTcry  eye  when  Fashion  pleases  to  cunitnand  ber. 

From  my  own  experience  on  several  occasions,  I 
have  found  that  the  bathing  together  of  the  sexes 
waa  a  lucky  circumstance.  The  sea  is  at  limes 
trMcherouB.  During  the  ebb,  it  always  draws  you 
away  to  a  distance,  and  you  have  gre»t  ditBculiy  to 
rcKti  the  short:  ngnin,  when  you  have  ventured  out 
too  far.  One  day,  a  beautiful  English  woman,  loo 
oofiGdent  in  the  dominion  which  her  country  as* 
uunes  over  (his  element,  had  swum  to  some  dis- 
tance into  the  sea,  and  wheo  she  atiemptrd  to  return 
bcr  strength  soon  failed  ber  in  the  unwonted  ex- 
ertion.    Her  cry  for  ht-lp  made  such  an  impression 
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on  th«  ladies  present  that  0\ey  im mediately  hurried 
out  of  the  water,  to  watch  in  afetjr  from  the  than 
the  tragic  cvpnt  that  wsb  preparing,  while  oih«ra 
loudly  echoed  her  call.  I'wo  younj;  men,  ilie  only 
swimmtri  prescnl,  who  were  already  in  ibi-ir  m»- 
chiiicfl,  rallied  forih  in»Untancously,  plunged  into 
the  water,  ond  in  a  feir  minutes  brought  the  fair 
stranger,  half  dead  with  fright,  if  noihinj*  elite,  tn 
triumph  to  tlie  shore.  On  ihi-  rollowing  day,  unv 
of  these  two,  0  friend  of  mine,  hud  the  good  fortune 
to  save  three  ladies  at  unce.  Thi*  lime  it  was 
flood-tidf,  which  is  niiwrhioous  loo,  and  was  trying 
whether  it  could  succeed  better  in  catching  its  prey 
than  the  ebb  hod  done  the  day  before.  At  the 
pUoc  wlitre  the  Buod  has  reached  il>  highest  puint, 
it  generally  tooopa  out  the  ground  lo  llie  deplli  of 
tome  feet.  Beyond  this  holluw  ouninteiH-es  the  levd 
rnuiy  beach,  which  I  have  di.-«cribed  above.  On 
that  day,  three  young  Iftdies  had  been  bathing 
quietly  on  this  plain  while  the  6ood  was  gradually 
rising.  Whcu  they  attempted  to  return  lo  the 
shore,  the  water  in  ihi*  hullow  was  above  their 
heads  and  cut  ofT  their  retreat.  The  nearer  they 
•pproMhed  the  shore,  the  deeper  the  water  beoune. 
Crtca  of  diilrcAH  were  their  only  resource.  The 
lodieaon  the  »hure  ran  in  their  alarm  to  and  fro, 
and  lt>e  cry  fur  help,  echoed  from  every  mouth, 
was  all  the  nisiMance  they  conid  alTord.  Sfy  friend 
came  up  just  at  this  moment,  and  if,  on  the  pre- 
ceding day,  he  had  forgotten  to  put  on  his  bathing 
drawera,  he  had  now   forgotten    to  fling  uff  lh« 
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p>«n,  plunged  into  the  sea,  and  brotighl  to  ■bore 
the  (hrcv  fvnulcs,  who  had  already  lost  tlwir  foot- 
ing when  he  reached  them.  A  few  seconds  later 
and  they  must  have  pcrinhed.— On  account  of  such 
necidenis,  let  men  ami  women  cunlinue  to  bathe 
together,  as  they  linrc  hitherto  dune. 

AooiIkt  dangvT.  but  only  for  such  as  are  sonio> 
"hat  too  bold,  aod  prefer  a  rather  rough  sea  for 
baUiing,  is  the  surf.  One  day,  when  the  sea  tlid 
not  appear  to  me  rougher  than  usual,  ix-ing  fond  of 
h*  agitniion,  I  had  confidently  consigiK-d  myM-lf  to 
it,  and  indulged  in  the  dehghtful  exercise  of  flying 
swimining,  or  swimming  flying.  My  heart  had 
rejoiced  in  the  joyousiirss  of  the  billow*.  It  did 
not  occur  to  ma  thai  I  was  alone,  nod  that  tiiim  of 
tboae  who  had  come  co  bathe  liad  been  deterred 
tnm  Tcnluring:  for  the  luxury  of  the  enjoyment 
was  loo  grmt  for  me  to  think  of  any  thing  eUe. 
But  whm  I  wanted  to  return  to  the  shore,  I  soon 
percvived  why  I  vas  the  only  bather.  Either  the 
Ma  was  higher  when  I  went  into  the  water  than  it 
had  Iteen  thf  day  liefore,  or  i(  had  iK-otme  more 
stormy  while  I  was  bathing.  Be  this  as  it  may, 
when  I  atteroptr«l  to  reach  the  shore,  every  time 
that  [  gnitied  a  footing,  the  surf  upeet  and  flung  me 
into  the  next  wave.  The  first  lime  I  laughed  along 
with  the  spectators  standing  on  the  shore ;  so  I  did 
the  secotx]  time,  but  the  Inugli  wan  not  (juite  to 
hearty  ;  at  ti  third  otlempt.  I  bt-gan  to  feel  uncom> 
fortablv  ami  erased  Inughing:  nnd  the  fourth  time 
t  was  on  the  pcunt  of  pronotincing  an  emphatic 
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curse  upon  th«  laughers,  when  «  fmh  ntv«  en- 
veloped m«  and  cut  §hon  the  imprecation.  In  this 
manner,  I  made  ten  or  ivelve  atiempis  to  ^n  the 
khore,  but  to  no  purpose,  snd  ml  every  fmli  irinl 
the  MS  became  more  agitated — ai  least  so  it  srcmed 
to  me — and  the  harsh  voice  nf  the  vaTes  more 
Jeering.  I  fi-lt  (hat  I  ^lould  not  be  able  lo  continue 
the  conflict  mtich  longer.  To  recover  royitelf,  I 
fwtffl  bock  out  of  tho  surf,  and  not  ull  then  did  I 
bethink  me  of  the  ropes,  and  could  not  ronc^ivc 
how  it  hapf)ened  that  ihey  had  not  occunvd  to  me 
It  Grit.  I  Bwam  to  the  spot  where  there  wu  one 
of  thes«,  wailed  till  a  retreating  wave  allowed  me  to 
perceive  it,  an<l  with  its  assistance  rt-acht^d  the  shore, 
the  sea  breaking  over  me  aereral  times  by  the  wi^. 
I  must  confess  thai  I  was  heartily  gUd  wlu-n  I  onoe 
more  had  terra  firma  under  me,  and  could  stand 
iiprighr,  and  that  I  seriously  resolved  to  be  more 
cautious  in  future.  To  this  reanluiion  I  have  aud- 
fastly  odhvret),  though  it  has  oAco  grieved  me  to 
the  heart  to  he  obliged  to  deny  myself  the  luxnrj 
uf  a  stonny  sea-bath. 
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EariroM  oT  Hatt*— The  ahipbalMen'  Ya/di  —  Fr>n«l«  I— U 
P«ny— Tha  QoMt^i-  «r  Iha  Qob«l>ii*— CvmnlrTjr  of  (hn  Prates- 
U&U— Sc  AdrcMc— Aoecdolc  of  DenUf<<in  de  St.  Piorre— L> 
tlin — Tho  Ligtitlioaua — Comolarir  nf  the  CsthoUca — Grnville 
— Cbareb-Maue — CfiDitiU  of  Or«*itl«— Ad*i«eof  Pipttc  Le- 
gwdin — 'Dw  Ci*e  iI'IokodiiIUii  l  >  jitco  of  grou  r«<i>rl  in  Maj 
for  tbii  purpoH  of  dnnking  milk  bsfort  btcakful — Ingou- 
TlD*  —  Tlw  Hotftiul. 

The  bright  sun,  shining  into  my  bed-room,  in- 
vited tne  outnrl^  thi-s  morning.  I  had  long  wtHhetl 
to  rcTtnt  (oaio  plncvx  which  T  hod  already  Kvn ; 
>Dcl  irhcTf  I  had  pnid  hoqiinjCfc  to  thai  God  who  lives 
in  Nature,  and  through  ii  draws  nigh  unio  uh.  My 
rtKiie  led  me  out  by  the  gate  uf  Le  Perrcy  to  the 
MUshore.  The  wea  wa*  tran<)uil,  and  rejoin-d  with 
mc  at  the  fight  of  (he  *mihng  fucc  of  thnt  glorinus 
luminary  which  had  bwn  so  long  veiled  from  us. 
la  the  road  lay  a  great  number  of  vessels;  and 
unaog  ihem  five  whaler*,  which  had  %uilt-d  fight, 
ten.  and  twelve  month*  ago,  and  the  crcwK  of  which 
had  lived  all  that  time  in  ihcir  nut-shells  between 
iky  and  ocean.  The  last  that  had  arrived  was  cele- 
hrtiiug  the  huppy  termination  of  her  voyage,  an<l 
l>y  firing  lier  guns  prxxUiming  her  return  to  friends 
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nnd  relations  dwelling  in  the  town.  Unluckily,  I  loo 
ntien  have  wiiDeMe<)  the  brutal  joy  of  ibrac  MC*- 
mcfl  Txrliirning  home  after  n  Iwelvenioiith'n  alurnof , 
to  indulge  those  poetical  feeling*  which  these  glad- 
some  Bounds  wotdd  otherwise  have  excited  in  my 
mind.  The  thought,  however,  that  in  one  or  other 
of  the  cabins  of  Le  Pcrrey  the  heart  ofa  fond  mother 
might  ihrob  more  tehemently  at  the  »ound  of  these 
gunti,  M>iRew'lia(  c)»H>red  me  and  diverted  mc  from 
my  mooily  meditiilion*.  But,  to  n  n-rtainty,  many 
more  prosiilutes  of  Havre  were  waiting  with  impa- 
lieiice  for  ihe  landing  of  the  crew,  Uian  mothen, 
•isters,  and  «weetheart8. 

My  morning-walk  led  me  along  the  sn-shorc 
towards  the  north,  and,  in  the  first  place,  p«at  the 
khipbuildem'  yards.  Here  the  sturdy  carpenten 
were  already  at  work,  and  clambering  alwut  tltc 
theleioDi  of  the  future  conquerors  of  th«  lerriblc 
cleniont.  The  budte  that  prevails  in  these  yards  is 
always  a  pleasing  nght.  Tlie  half-finished  vessels 
the  destiny  which  awaits  them,  whidi  bring*  happi. 
tH'«s  nr  misery  upcm  so  many  families,  and  which 
bi4ls  them  traverse  the  ocean  amid  penis  aod  (cm- 
peats,  give  wide  scope  to  the  imagination.  On  the 
Btrand,  close  to  the  slucks,  lay  the  wreck  of  an  old 
veMel,  whicli  had  been  driven  ashore  by  the  laM 
storm,  and  from  which  workmen  were  tearing  the 
shattered  planks  to  be  used  for  fuel.  Thus,  «U 
through  life,  the  cradle  and  the  coffin  are  eloM 
together. 

Upon  the  stocks  here  are  bom  the  giants  of  (be 
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dM]i>  Thtj  are  there  chri»UrDcd,  and  thrse  vhritt- 
congs  are  XTuly  jovial  tcenea.  The  gxdfatWr,  the 
godmother,  and  all  the  fric-iiLU  of  ilie  pnreni,  celebnite 
the  auspicious  dny ;  and  I  doubi.  much  whether 
fnon  of  the  thipbtiildcrs  and  shipowncri  look  for- 
ward, at  tlietndh  and  baptist!)  of  a  son  or  daughter, 
with  Mich  joy  and  hope  ns  at  the  liirih  and  baptiKin 
of  a  child,  not  sprung  from  their  own  loiui.  but 
created  and  onimaleil  by  the  breath  of  their  soul — 
money.  And  I  would  by  any  wager  that  a  ship- 
owner would  be  far  more  shucked  to  hear  of  the 
wreck  of  his  ahip— that  w  to  *ny,  if  «hc  were  not  in- 
sured—than to  stand  before  the  wreck  of  what  was 
oocr  his  «on.  The  great  shipowners  who  have  large 
families  of  thio  kind  are  not  so  fond  of  them  as  those 
who  have  but  one  child,  the  fishermen,  furinslancc, 
who  live  on  boinl  from  year's  end  to  year's  end. 
and  come  on  shore  only  from  time  to  time.  'I'hese 
doie  upon  their  vessels :  every  plank  is  endeared  to 
then  ;  they  become  identified  with  thmr  boat ;  an<], 
let  the  Uorm  ragv  ever  so  furiously,  lliey  will  not 
[gtiii  her  till  tltc  inexorable  clement  <is5nits  her  with 
a  forcr  that  defies  resistance.  I  have  known  some 
such  fishermen,  who,  having  lost  their  vessels, 
dragged  out  the  remainder  of  iheir  lives  in  pro- 
found melancholy,  or  strove  to  drown  iheir  sorrow 
for  the  loRB  by  addicting  thcmselve* to  drink.  One 
1  nv  who  hod  nctunlly  lost  his  reason :  who,  in  his 
mental  aberraiion,  lamented  over  his  vessel  as  a  for> 
uken  woman  would  over  her  faithless  lover,  whose 
deM-ruon  lias  broken  her  bean  but  not  distracted 


tier  brain.  I  knoir  not  whether  thi*  ouglit  to  be 
called  the  force  of  habit ;  but  a  tnribk'  idea  often 
dnied  acnim  my  mind,  when  I  saw  bow  men,  the 
imaginnry  gndoof  the  enrth,  are  attached  toa  plank, 
and  how  the  lofty  mind,  which  has  (he  prt«uni)>l>un 
to  attempt  to  control  the  ra^ng  element,  is  wrecked 
when  that  plank  i»  shattenti  against  a  rock. 

In  this  dockyard  that  gallant  monarch,  Francis  I. 
cauted  a  colossal  ship  of  war  to  be  butlt,  which  wat 
to  perpetuate  his  name  upon  (be  sea,  as  Ifavre 
wati  to  do  u[)on  lond.  But  the  sen  was  not  more 
favourable  to  ibis  royal  perpetuity  than  terra  tinna. 
The  ^ant  vessel,  Francis  I.,  in  which  were  a  chapel, 
a  foundry,  cellars,  and  kiichcnt,  and  even  a  wind- 
mi"!,  performrd  ihc  lonR  voyage,  from  the  spot 
where  ahc  wan  built  to  the  enlrawe  of  the  harbour, 
aliDui  a  (lMHi«and  p8o?s,and  was  stranded  (hereupon 
ihe  sand,  where  ihe  scornful  waves  played  with  the 
windmill  of  royal  perpetuity,  till  oneday,  becoming 
furious,  they  dashed  the  iihip  in  pieces,  and  cast  the 
wreck  ujwn  tlu' shore.  Thessiidof  the  »ca,th(itif;h 
driven  hither  and  thither  by  the  fiuod,  is  pcrma> 
nenl,  but  the  name  written  upon  it  by  the  mightiest 
of  puny  mortals  in  wa^lHtl  nway  by  ihe  next  wave. 
Mankind  alonv  hot  a  past  and  a  future,  a  philo- 
•opliy  and  a  history;  but  all  we  know  of  tnen  is, 
(bat  here  and  (here  one  wrote  his  name  at  low 
water  in  iliv  und,  conceiving  (hut  he  had  founded 
for  himself  an  imperishable  monument.  What, 
ihen,  were  the  names  of  (he  builders  of  (he  pyra- 
mids, which  (ell  (ba(  the  race  of  moles  once  bur- 
rowed (here  near  tlie  surface  of  the  earth  ? 
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Tbc  Spitit  which  gives  !■«  lo  thst  sea,  wltkb  com- 
iDBuHed  it  to  rise  and  to  Tall,  alone  lives  for  ever ! 

Between  the  dockyards  and  the  town  are  a  great 
number  of  cabins  built  of  wood,  a  sort  of  village 
called  Lc  Porrey.  TIjc  small  croity  hul*,  mortly 
iobtbitcd  hy  fishcrtncn,  ship  ■  caqicntcn,  bridc- 
nukcrs,  OS  well  MB  the  many  liquor  and  cider  shops, 
lead  one  lo  infer  that  their  inmates  do  not  belong 
preciaely  to  the  ^titt  of  the  hunnan  race ;  hut  also 
ihtl,  in  the  hour*  which  their  labour  allows  ihem 
for  rest,  ihcy  mrivc,  in  defiance  of  Fnlc,  to  forget 
ihcir  unfortunate  dtuation.  The  immorality  of  the 
lower  eUwes  of  the  people  is,  in  general,  rather  lh« 
oiMM|uence  of  their  wrelchedneu  and  destitution, 
than  of  their  rudeness  and  of  th«  want  uf  education 
and  instruction.  He  alone  saves,  lie  nlonc  leads  n 
regular  life,  who,  at  the  end  of  the  week,  the 
■Kmth,  the  year,  hopes  at  least  to  see  what  he  has 
beeo  saving  for.  Misery  and  want  hold  a  sort  of 
Rfd  every  night ;  ihe  morrow  has  no  hope  for 
them  but  that  of  getting  n  bellyful  ngnin  at  night, 
if,  however,  it  has  this.  Hence  it  is,  thai  the 
seeoMtous  wretch,  whenever  Fate  smiles  more 
kindly  u|Kin  him,  flings  himM-tf  into  the  arms  of 
oMiviou*  indulgt-ncc,  and  lives  an  hour  in  which  he 
has  no  nucd  to  think  of  the  wants  of  the  morrow. 
How  comes  it  that  in  Paris  none  but  the  labouring 
people  of  the  very  lowest  cla»s  ore  to  be  seen  every 
Sunday  at  the  Uarri^res,  giving  themselves  up  like 
brutes  lo  the  indulgence  of  the  animal  appetites, 
while  such  at  work  at  trades  by  which  they  can 
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«im  rather  more  ihui  their  daily  bread  are  ftcamly 
ever  to  lie  TouikI  ihcrc  ?  The  fomier  ihcre  tmid 
ibeir  Sundiiy  ciirouw,  to  jircpttrc  themselves  for  iho 
execution  that  is  repealed  every  week.  I  do  not 
imagine  iliat  they  think  so,  becnuw  lliej  never 
think ;  but  t  believe  that  they  feel  so ;  and,  if  llicy 
should  ever  learn  to  apeak,  they  will  reason  bo,  If 
any  one  cuuld  put  an  en<]  to  poverty  ai>d  disirev,  he 
would  give  the  death-blow  to  vice  and  crime.  If 
men  would  tm-  their  eyes  to  see.  ihc  simple  circum- 
slnn<x>,  that  among  one  hundretl  erimiiiaU  two- 
thirds  have  always  been  impelled  by  necessity  to 
trairegreu,  wotild  suffice  to  induce  them  to  strive 
nut  10  destroy  the  evil  itself,  but  to  extirpate  ita 
cause,  its  root.  They  imagine  that  Ihcy  can  get 
rid  of  the  nettles  by  cutting  them  down,  and  le«ve 
ibe  rools  in  the  gronnd  to  rend  up  stronger  sboott 
than  ever.  There  is  hut  one  sound  theory  of  penal 
law,  namely,  that  which  seeks  the  cause  of  crime, 
tiie  motive,  and  destroys  it.  But  this  can  only  be 
done  by  hun>niiity,  kindness  and,  above  all,  a  little 
common  sense — all  contrahnnd  goods  at  the  |>resent 
day. 

Poverty  is  a  cruel  mi.iforlunc  The  very  air 
which  the  bird  brcotbc*  in  its  purity  becomes 
pestilential  for  the  poor.  Id  large  cities  this  »  the 
order  of  the  day.  Here,  in  a  village,  the  same 
circumstances  struck  me  more  strongly  than  io 
(owns,  for  there  wc  are  accustomed  to  it.  The 
bnek'kilns  in  I^  Perrey  continually  impregnate 
the  air  wiib  sulphureous  effluvia,  which  attack  the 
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longa,  wid  excite  cough,  so  that  whcxrver  is  not 
ol^if^  to  dwell  or  to  stay  ihcre  takes  care  to  gel 
Ditt  of  their  vicinity  as  speedily  as  poMiblcL 

B«yuod  the  brick-kilns  is  ihc  r|uarler  of  the 
Gobdtns.  Here,  perhaps,  wa&  once  a  manufactory 
of  the  tapestry  invented  by  the  oelebrntcd  Gobelin. 
But  I  should  not  like  to  ret  my«<-lf  in  opposition  to 
iliat  must  Veracious  aiitburity — popular  tradition. 
Thu  says  that  the  Oubeiins  (goblins)  are  Iieuthcii 
gods  or  christian  deTils,  who  played  llicir  prank* 
here  many  centuries  ago,  to  wh<»ni  llicir  votaries 
Mcnfieed  from  lime  to  time,  at  midnight,  a  black 
cock,  at  the  croso-rcMd  hard  by,  mid  then  joined  with 
ihirm  in  all  sorts  of  wild  revt-]!i.  I  have  nothing  to 
say  against  black  cock*;  but  they,  as  well  as  evil 
ipirito,  seem  to  have  become  very  scarce  So  much 
it  quite  certain,  that  the  devil  used  to  stop  here  in 
1h9  rounds  about  midnight,  nod  refreiil)  himsclfwith 
t  block  cock,  which  wan  brought  for  him  by  way  of 
beriot,  or  as  some  other  token  of  bis  lordship  para- 
mount and  the  va&saloge  of  his  votaries.  The 
derils  arc  deposed  ;  I  hud  almost  suid,  the  devil 
baa  fetched  the  dcviU;  and  unte»  Mcssicunt  the 
ProtcMaDts,  who  have  cboficn  fur  themselves  a  rest- 
iog^place  very  near  this  decried  croas-mad  and  made 
a  cemetery  there,  lose  tn  the  narrow  buu.se  Kumewhal 
of  their  pfoauc  way  of  thinking,  an<l  now  and  then 
get  lip  m  dance  at  midnight,  like  honest  ChriGiiiin 
Roman  Catholic*,  the  iHietry  uf  the  unce  so  merry 
crooft-road  boll  will  stand  a  fair  chance  of  being  con- 
signed to  oblivion. 
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Beyond  UiU  croas-road  and  ihe  cemcirry,  jou 
ooni«  to  a  Rpot  cummatiding  a  riew  wh)i:h,  ia  ibe 
6ne  season,  ir  Miri>:i»M.*(]  by  very  tew  ih^i  1  am  oc- 
quaintnl  wiih.  Dcforc  us  la  the  «cii,  bounded  by 
liie  blue  horieoa  sod  the  road  of  Havre,  in  which  a 
hundred  veaselti,  large  and  Rmall,  are  Trequenlly 
lying  al  otici.-.  On  tltc  left  an;  tten  the  town,  ihv 
|Her,  and  the  dockyard,  and  farther  off,  in  ib«  back> 
gfxmnd,  the  hills  of  Calvados,  stretching  like  a  dark 
blue  ifiJand  into  the  ko.  On  the  right  are  tlte  rocka 
of  La  Heve,  and  fuc'uig  thcac  rocks,  the  pleouot 
lildv  village  of  Si.  Adrcsse. 

Whenever  I  attempt  to  dcacribe  a  lamlticape,  I 
feci  itie  truth  of  the  old  rule,  which  forbtds  u«  to 
botch  up  on«  art  with  another.  And  yet,  1  would 
foui  eoDimunicatc  the  feelings  that  have  so  often 
anintattd  me  on  ihi.H  upol.  St.  Adrt-iue  u  uiualrd 
in  a  small  i\\Hti  valley,  nt  tltc  outlet  of  which  the 
boumlloM  m  expands  before  us.  Tlie  little  cot- 
tagVB  are  half  covered  by  fruit-trees,  and  tlw  church 
or  chapel  is  fiartly  emlmsonietl  in  (he  valley,  aDd 
telU  only  by  the  lop  of  the  spire  that  h««,  um,  b  a 
ploctf  whore  men  feel  constrained  lo  acknowl»lg« 
at  times  their  own  nothingness.  The  profoundcsl 
rcpiML-  M-em*  lo  pervade  village  and  valley,  as  well 
ni  ttu;  CMittgiioufi  rocks  of  I^  Hew,  which  shelter 
it  from  the  north  and  east  winds,  which  the  sea  haa 
beenossailingfor  thousands  of  years,  and  from  which 
it  now  and  then  wasliea  aimy  a  few  feet ;  and  lastly, 
Ixside  this  rc|)nw  of  the  little  valley  and  village, 
the  ever  new  life  of  ilic  sea,  oftea  lashed  into  fury 
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(be  tcmpeaL  I  have  at  tinieB  »oug))t  to  dis> 
tovcr  ibe  aecret  of  beautf  t  sni^  haTe  unili.-<l  «l  the 
soluiioa  of  (be  riddle  by  mcanti  of  curved  lines ;  but 
I  hiTC  as  oflen  lost  the  clue  when  I  fancied  that  it 
CDuld  no4  fail  (o  lead  me  to  lh«  goal.  This,  bow. 
tver,  I  have  ofien  fell^that  cooirost  b  al  least  ooe  of 
(he  laws  of  the  beauiiful.  The  boy  aloog  niih  the 
■([Ml  mao.  (he  wife  on  (Ih;  anii  of  the  huitlMiid,  tlic 
lipaac  and  itie  struggle  against  tt,  danger  and  the 
courage  to  defy  ■(,  repose,  energy,  and  busy  life, 
beeidc  one  another,  exci(e  UB,a»8l(en  in  us  feeliDga, 
ideas,  elevate  ua ;  and  ihen  we  are  astonished,  and 
admire  ibe  bcau(y  that  )ti-»  in  this  diversity.  And 
even  in  unity,  this  variety,  ihrw  contrasts  may  be 
ooocealed:  resl  itself  may  call  forth  the  reiuem- 
brance  of  movcinent.  peace  that  of  the  conflict,  oa 
we  perceive  in  (be  contemplation  of  the  plucid  sea. 
A  veteran  wlioae  features  arc  furmwcd  with  age 
may  make  us  call  to  mind  his  former  vigour,  hb 
courage,  his  noble  disposition.  Why  do  we  admire 
as  beautiful  a  ruin,  from  whose  cleft  wall  shoots 
forth  a  young  tree,  around  which  clings  (he  fresh 
ivy  i  The  single  figure  of  a  female  can  express 
Uieae  eootroats,  when  we  discern  in  her  feature*  the 
inrpresa  of  woman,  weakncw,  nngelic  purity  -,  whose 
eye  sparklca  with  the  fire  of  first  love,  whose  lips 
are  crimaoned  by  the  first  virgin  kiss,  or  the  chaste 
rvQMUlbnnce  of  it.  I  mean  not  to  my  that  coiw 
trut,  change,  arc  the  key  to  the  secret  of  hcau^, 
but  to  a  certainty  they  arc  one  of  its  laws. 

Wc  meet  witli  the  must  glaring  cunlrasia  in  hilly 
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Miiaino«,and  still  more  oq  hilly  »ea-shores.  U 
il  is,  that  we  call  ao  many  prospect*  lh«re  beautiful. 
But  rarely  arc  tlicy  more  conspicunu*  tlinti  ai  St, 
AdriiiM-,  whrrc  thp  village  ii  a  picture  of  sootliing 
Mbbaili  repose,  the  sea  an  imsj^-  of  ever  i^Utcd 
life,  and  yon  ruck,  I^  H^r,  tliat  of  the  coR8ict  nf 
itie  ifTo  clrmcniv— idyl,  epic,  and  drama,  inter- 
woven ingeihcr.  For  houn  have  I  stood  here,  or 
reclined  on  the  grass,  indulging  pleasing  reveries, 
or  deviling  nubjecU  for  other*. 

niie  *ea  is  making  inmaih  tiprni  ih:  village,  loo, 
I  rcmurked  how  much  nciircr  the  houses  were  to 
the  narrow  pnlh  which  runs  along  the  margin  of 
the  cliff  than  they  were  the  last  lime  I  woi  here, 
above  a  year  ago,  becauw  the  former  |wlh  lud  been 
undermined,  and  washed  away  in  several  places. 
HtGlory  tells  of  a  vilUige  ntuated  several  hundred 
years  since  attoiil  a  league  off,  and  which  the  iic« 
lias  converted  into  an  abode  <<f  fishes.  This  village, 
to  which  St.  Adretse  owes  its  origin,  wan  called,  in 
its  lime,  St.  Denis  Chef  des  Caux.  TImi  sea  has 
swallowed  up  the  village,  and  time  and  enlighten- 
ment have  thrust  St.  Di-nt*  from  hi«  high  sutioo. 
He  could  not  even  pTX>tccl  his  own  church.  But 
bow  a  St.  AdresM-,  who  is  not  to  be  found  in  the 
Roman  Catholic  calendar,  came  to  be  aet  up  in  his 
stead,  is  n  very  p»«lty  «ory. — The  sea  was  very 
rough  one  dny,  nnd  win  driving  n  sliip  with  a  vio- 
Icncc  that  nothing  but  courage  and  skill  can  with- 
■und,  towards  the  coast  of  St.  Denis,  as  tlie  village 
was  still  called.     The  greater  the  danger  the  man 
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th«  crew  became  dispirited,  and  the  captain  alone 
retained  liis  presence  of  mind.  The  crew  and  the 
pilot  Miw  bui  aae  resource;  they  dniBli-d  from 
ibeir  exertions,  aiid  fell  on  their  kncn  to  implore 
ibc  protection  of  St.  Deiiis.  The  vessel  left  to 
herself  only  drove  ibc  more  rapidly  tonardit  the 
ncki.  The  captain  wan  furious,  and  Mormed 
loudrr  lliaii  tlie  nea.  "  Yeoiact!"  he  cried,  "  don't 
you  sec  that  wliili-  you  are  iH)  your  kiuvs,  tbe  ship 
booly  hurrying  the  more  swiftly  to  destruction?* 
He  threatened  one,  coaxed  another,  pulltd  up  a 
third  from  his  ktieeii,  and  hurled  him  towanln  the 
helm.  **  If  any  thing  can  auve  ut,"  Mid  he,  "it 
is  oiily  the  usmtanc*  of  St.  AdrcHc  (U  uiinte 
ttdresse),  and  without  that  we  must  be  inevitably 
lost."  Tbe  men  bcgsn  agaiti  to  rxtrrt  thein«elves: 
Uie  Teasel  was  carried  past  the  most  dangcnnis 
places,  and  at  length  weathered  the  «i<>nii.  St. 
Ucnii  wii>  deposed,  Hainte  Adrtsse  wax  made  the 
patrou  of  the  village  in  his  stead,  and  is  said  to  have 
HDce  wrought  many  other  manifest  miracle*. 

But  even  Oie  bai  nut  yet  been  able  to  prevent 
tbe  eDcroachnM^nts  of  tbe  nea,  wbicb,  from  year  to 
year,  cotitracts  the  space  upon  which  the  village 
stands :  and  who  knows  whether  it  may  not  some 
day  engulph  the  church  of  tbe  new  saint,  tu  it  did 
of  yon-  that  of  St.  Denis !  'ViW  then,  however,  the 
quiet,  pctm-ful  village  will  console,  fur  a  few  hours, 
maiiy  a  wanderer  weary  of  life,  by  its  sabbath 
•tilloess  and  solemnity. 

Bert»rdin  de  Saint  Pierre,  author  of  "  Paul  and 
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Vir(pnia>"  ooe  diy  took  it  into  his  hriul  Xo  lum 
hermit  here.  Ht^  belonged  not  to  the  class  of 
persuiiA  whu  lire  wcury  of  lift',  for  lie  wa»  but  ntiw 
yean  old;  nnci  boy<«uici(lvH  were  not  ihi-n  in  fanhion* 
OS  among  llic  prccncioits  youth  of  our  pn-M-iit  age, 
ID  which  the  children  seem  In  nsiiuriie  the  part  of 
men,  and  the  cnen  that  of  children  He  knew  u 
yet  no  other  tnntbic  lh«ii  ihut  of  luiving  received  ■ 
rsituT  severe  lecture  from  hu  (rhoolmUNUT.  The 
threat  of  punishment  one  day  pfxxluccd  such  an 
effect,  that  the  yimng  sinner  resolved  to  do  penance, 
and  to  turn  hennit,  that  he  miglit  escape,  in  the 
lirtl  pliicc  nehool,  »n(l  ii>  the  next,  all  tlie  p^'necif 
tions  and  m-<liictions  of  the  world.  Acoordin^yi 
turning  Kif.  back  on  tl>c  school,  he  set  out  in  quest 
of  a  spot  sufficiently  solitary  for  his  purpose.  His 
pilgrimage  bad  hutted  about  an  hour,  when  the  ^ 
young  truant,  having  rnichrd  the  vooti  befiind  St.fl 
Adrc«se,  conceived  that  he  was  in  a  rral  wildcmeta, 
and  resolved  ihcTv  to  commence  hm  life  ofseclusion 
from  the  world.  The  day  was  delightful ;  the  birda 
song  Ihi-if  liveliest  Mingn;  the  gn-at  heart  of  the 
little  henuil  undcrKtood  their  laiigungc,  swelled  with 
delight,  and  rejoiced  at  having  burst  the  fetters  of 
the  world  and  of  school,  and  gained  perfect  liberty. 
Blackberries  were  naturally  tlie  lirat  meal  nf  the 
fccluac,  and,  having  maile  bis  supper  of  the  Mine 
fruit,  he  set  about  building  himself  a  little  hut  of 
boughs.  The  hermitage  was  tmt  quite  Rniahed, 
when  he  heard  at  a  distance  the  voice  of  liia  faitii- 
ful  nurse  and  attendant,  Muic  Palbot,  calling  bis 
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oame.  He  could  not  iina^ne  how  die  had  found 
cxil  hia  rvtrc'nt,  and  tf>f  Bnt  imprvKion  made  upon 
ham  by  ihc  voic«  of  hU  kind  Marie,  who  hud  alm^t 
been  so  fund  of  him,  was  U>  peiictruie  riirihtr  into 
the  wood  and  hide  hiainelf  from  hir.  But  ihv  voice 
came  itearer  and  nnrc-r,  and  Bvrnordin  soon  heard 
thai  thv  oillt  wenr  intrrruptod  by  weeping  and 
•ebbing.  Hi«  heart  was  not  proof  ogaimi  tiiia;  he 
hastened  lu  her,  ilirew  himittlf  into  her  anno,  com- 
forted hi-r,  and  wiprd  the  ii-aw  tlint  iriclik-d  down 
her  chcvks  and  his  own.     How  could  he  have  for- 

I  aken  the  world,  if  he  bad  loved  ot\\y  bin  good 
Hitrie  Palbot,  and  not  a  creature  besides,  and  i>een 

'  loved  by  none  but  her !    And  lit-,  thi;  future  author 

,  uf  ••  I'sul  and  Virginia,"  loveil  all  the  world,  evety 
biunan  being,  every  bird,  every  tree,  every  flower. 

The  anecdote  alone  would  sufficienily  demon- 
(tmiv  bis  vocatifl«.  He  iMvame— his  hruri  and  hii 
ioMf^nalion  pointing  the  way— lie  became  the  most 
ling  writer  of  France;  nay,  I  cannot  help  think- 
liat  in  the  works  of  U<?rnardin  de  St.  Pierre  is 
<  found  a  confirmation  of  my  notion  that  ocn- 

I  tuhM  have  not  whollr  efiaccd  in  the  French  Nor- 
mans their  German  origin.  Not  one  other  Fri-ncli 
writer  bat  aliown  so  profound  a  comprehension  and 

'  feeling  of  nature  as  he,  and  as  a  hundred  German 
writers  hnvc  done.  To  him  every  tree,  every 
plant,  are  friends,  who  surround  him,  whom  he 
taUm  and  eberishes,  and  with  whom  he  ho*  made 
coninci.     And  the  preceding  anecdote  itself  it 

I  quite  German :  it  betrays  lii4l  feeling  which  drive* 
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lh«  GcniiDii  from  his  liotnc,  and  thrill*  kim  when 
he  hcnrv  lliv  leases  above  his   hnil   n-litimg   ih« 
(•ecret  stones  of  ibe  luves  of  (he  fairien,  and  of  lh«^ 
borTDrs  of  the  erl-kiiifr  «h]  l>i>  dnughten.     Paul 
and  \'irgiiiia  i%  a  long  forgotten  old  Nomian  stor^J 
tratitUli'd  into  French. 

A  little  wood,  which  I  was  obliged  to  pass  through 
in  order  to  ascend  to  Uie  ligliihotiM-a,  waH  so  still,  no 
qaivty  that  I  cuuld  easily  cunmvc  huw   the   rich 
fancy  of  the  young  Si.  Pierre  might  lake  ihi;  or  a 
rimilar  place  for  a  wiiderims;  and  I  rested  aiyself 
in  it  for  a  while,  to  give  fn-c  Kope  to  the  fcelingt 
which  thix  anecdote  had  excited  in  me,  and  tucairjr 
myself  back  in  imjiginstion  to  thcw  peaceful  dnyt,, 
when  I  too  could  play  truant  for  a  few  tiours,  ani 
in  a  garden  or  a  cuppite,  far,  far  away  from  honw^] 
fancy  mjrwlf  a  sort  of  Robinson  Crusoe  in  a  tdlt 
island. 

The  way  from  this  wood  to  the  lighitioui 
the  H^ve  is  monotonoii*   enough.      Dut   there  m 
boundless  pr(Mf>cci  opens  upon  you :  the  soa  lie* 
spread  out  at  your  feet.      There  are   few   points 
where  suiuet  olTords  a  more  beautiful  "ight,  and  1 
wish  I  cuuld  dc»cribc  how  beautiful  I  have  oftco^l 
teen  it  here.  ^ 

The  lighthouses  arc  inawive,  square^  proawa 
towers,  in  the  Myle  of  the  lust  century.  A  keen 
cutting  wind  prcvatk-d  on  the  heights,  and  this, 
with  the  exception  of  the  pros|itH:t,  with  which, 
however,  the  lighlhou.ses  luive  nuthiiig  U>  do,  is  all 
that  1  have  to  uy  of  ilic  latter,  unless  I  odd  thai  ia. 
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them  ibere  is  a  collection  of  shells,  where  you 

my  |uiy  a  hnodtonie  jirkv  Tor  one,  as  you  cunnol 
ihink  of  giving  itic  Icrrpcr 's  ton  ihv  litMjblc  to  gu  up 
to  the  top  with  you  for  nothing. 

Hvrc  too  Pnuicut  I.  pur|K>*i.-<l  to  maki-  a  clUplay 
of  Uif  glory.  From  ihis  spot  he  rcsolvi-d  to  review 
hb  fleet,  which  w as  ixillecied  to  convey  ihe  ffrande 
armic  of  the  ffrand  roi  to  England.  To  thix  end,  a 
triniophal  arch  had  hcen  conMnicted  hi-n-  with 
boughs  and  flowers.  But  this  lime  he  had  mi  hotter 
luck  tlmn  uiiital :  tlK  hulls  fmnt  the  Kiiglibh  fleet 
spoiled  the  spori,  and  obliged  him  to  ohi-er  iiA'. 
There  it  nothing  so  ridiculous  as  coni-piled  medi- 
ocrity aping  greatnns.  So  the  god  of  histury  scents 
lo  have  thought  in  regard  to  Francif  I.,  for,  when- 
ever this  monarch  prepares  lo  show  hiniBeir  in  nil 
his  glory,  he  trips  up  his  heels,  and  laughs  scorn- 
fully ai  him  as  he  lies  !>i>niwliiig  on  the  ground. 

I  hare  often  made  n  circuit  to  avoid  going  over 
the  same  ground  twice.  A  footpath  leads  down 
from  the  lighihoutes,  and  I  would  advise  all  who 
come  nAcr  me  to  t^ki-  it  in  descending.  It  li-ads  by 
■  rapid  declivity  to  the  f«iol  of  the  Heve,  where  a 
new  spectacle  presents  itadf.  Beyond  and  around 
us  lie  scattered  blocks,  as  though  broken  fruni  the 
rock  by  sonw  giant,  for  the  purpnite  of  building 
himself  a  house  with  them.  The  power  of  lite  sea 
is  a1)undanlly  manifested  here.  Bc^des,  thesis 
Uockit  riven  from  their  parent  rocks  ore  frequently 
grmiped  in  the  most  pictureMjue  manner,  snd  t 
recoltect  a  sunset  here,  which  was  one  of  (he  most 
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«cqiiial€  piclurrs  ih«t  I  ever  beheld  in  ilie  worh 
shop  or  llic  prrate«t  of  niBsiers.  I  Uttod  facing  iwo 
mnMTs  uf  rork  us  high  a*  a  hmiw,  whicii  buunded 
the  new  on  the  rif;hl  and  l«ft ;  and  bryoiid  ihu 
pBKS  opciH-cl  a  (iruKprcl  nver  the  aea  Muddnl  with 
ehippinft :  ai  the  dvfriani  hdriuiu  the  orb  uf  day  was 
rlneendtog  to  hiit  neean-bath,  cnmuminft  the  Ma 
tnd  folding  the-  L-lnud«.  The  RnnX  |>ainiing  is  but 
choolboy's  work  in  comparison  with  thin  mxae. 

The  weather,  which  early  in  tl>e  Enorning  had 
leen  *o  dehf;htful  and  seemed  to  pnmii^e  the  bc- 
^nniti<f  nf  *prin);,  ihreaiencd  to  chiin||[r.  Tile 
ky  ngaio  became  gradually  clothed  in  gray,  jts 
ivery  fur  the  liut  ux  inunths,  and  I  therefore 
]uickt'ned  my  pACc  so  I  retnmt.'d  tuwanl*  the  Iowa. 
Qy  thf  way,  the  nit«  w-l  iip  in  a  circle  in  whidi  the 
is)i  an-  cnught  nt  flood-tide  and  left  bdiind  at  low 
water,  reminded  tne  of  ibe  iilea  of  tlie  «bb^  Di- 
(iieuiarre,  who  pn>|>oMfI  to  rKinliliO)  a  menagerie 
of  inhabila)it»  of  tlif  derp  al  the  foot  of  the  Heve. 
He  wat  a  cciitury  loo  early  with  his  plan. 

My  way  led  me  again  |>a»t  the  cemetery  uf  the 
Protectants,  but  on  a  iliflVrxnl  oidr  nf  it,  and  after- 
«ard»  by  thut  of  tlu'  CiilholicB.  This  is  lituated  io 
I  plain :  atul  the  little  ctuipcU.  the  numrruu* 
iTDwefi,  the  Bowers,  and  the  weeping  wilbwti  whidi 
idoni  the  graves,  give  it  a  poetical  iu.|wct :  but  ii  m 
a  (Niy  thai  it  lieti  h>  low  tliat  (he  (lead  depoaited 
here  are  literally  drown«-d.  for  ihey  lie  l«u  or  three 
fd-l  de4-p  in  water.  Coiic«rning  this  eemeti-ry  i%  told 
oae  of  tboM  ttoriefl  which,  like  the  holy  three  kioga. 
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'e  mcMv  tbon  om-  head,  «nd  are  to  be  mel  niiti  in 
diffrrent  pUces.  It  is  do  Mher  thsn  dn' n-lclirntml 
Cologne  iraditiun  of  »  st-stun  cutting  iilT  iIh;  iiiigrr 
of  a  deoeaMfl  lady,  after  slic  had  been  buried,  fur 
the  aakr  of  ihv  gold  riDg  that  whs  upon  it,  and  thus 
wftking  her  from  the  deep  of  death.  At  that  tinie, 
of  ooune,  ihe  water  ooutd  i>ut  have  covcrLHl  thv 
caSnat  as  it  doc*  at  |>r«.-M;nt.  Hut  miracles  do  not 
■lick  ^MUt  such  thflrt.  Ttio  Culogtic  vgtmod  has 
lOoifi  additional  drcumstaocec  The  incredulous 
husband,  when  bia  wife  knocks  at  the  hou&e-dtxir, 
and  he  u  told  that  fclic  u  ooaie  luck,  ruplii-jt : 
"Tliat  is  Of  impossible  as  ttut  my  htinM.;H  ^hinild  be 
in  ibe  garret  gnptng  otit  at  the  windows."  And 
oheu  this  ioi possibility  wai  ncvcrllicleM  fuiiml  to 
be  ptivhtble,  he  had  hiii  honx.'fi  curved  in  wood  and 
placed  (hvnt  at  his  windows,  as  a  nmnorial  of  the 
woodcr.  Here  at  Havre  the  affair  is  rather  more 
proanc,  ukI  itui  half  w  awful,  fitr  the  wooden 
bones,  which  stood  for  several  hundred  years  at 
tbe  windows  as  evidence*  of  tJic  fact,  are  t>o  longer 
ia  existence. 


One  of  die  mo«t  interesting  escurnons  f  om 
Havre  is  to  Gruvilli;.  Several  nwid*  lead  thither. 
One  of  ibem  runs  along  (he  canal  from  Havre  to 
llarfleur  :  anoihrr  ts  the  route  tuiive,  constructed 
a  few  years  since,  which  connects  Havre  with  In- 
gouvillc. 

flow  rapidly  Havre  increase*  may  be  inferred 
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fhim  ihe  circumstance  thut  the  value  of  the  ground 
oD  each  nidi-  vt  this  new  rood  lias  (rrblcd  iii  the 
sjiaci'  of  icn  years,  so  that  the  penton  b;f  whom  it 
was  purcliairod  in  nnv  a  very  wcnlthy  man.  A 
f^rmi  niimlM-rofncw  houses,  which  have  lately  sprunf; 
Up  here,  prove  that  the  fun  it)  cat  ion  a  do  not  permit 
all  wluMe  husincBS  lies  in  the  town  to  rtiiidr  then,-. 

Vrom  this  route  the  I'oris  highroad  ninif  olT  to 
Graville.  The  villagt^  which  «ome  w-Iiolarf  will 
Jwvc  to  be  the  celebrated  and  lost  town  C«r«o- 
rium,  which  occurs  in  the  Itinerary  of  the  Anlo- 
iiinc^,  is  conwdt-rcfl  hy  otlion  ns  the  ancient  Geraldi 
Villa.  Let  them  fight  it  out.  The  matter  is  of 
(be  utmost  imponance. 

The  firal  Normans  who  landed  in  France  d*- 
airoyed  ihv  village.  Bul|  as  its  ntuation  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Seine  was  advantageous  for  pirate*, 
there  <*a:t  *ooti  ereciod  on  ii.i  kite  a  fortiBcd  cosile, 
which  covered  the  retreat  of  the  Norman*,  who 
-toenetraled  farther  loio  the  country.  This  castte 
Ix-lon^tl  at  a  later  period  to  the  counts  of  Gravilte, 
Who  were  tl>c  feudiii  Ion)*  of  the  whole  surrounding 
^ounlry,  and  as  sitcli  acted  a  not  unimfmrtent  part 
in  the  history  of  Normandy.  The  castle  after- 
wards puMcd  into  the  hands  of  the  clergy,  who 
kuriM-d  it  into  an  abbey  ;  till  at  length  the  revolu- 
tion came,  swept  away  castle  and  convent,  end  gaiw 
the  land  to  the  peasants  to  cuhirale,  and  the  re- 
maining monaitir  building*  to  the  mayor  for  the 
tx-nefit  of  the  eommune. 

Suefa  is  the  brief  htslory  of  the  place ;  it  \»  miich 
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Uw  Mine  as  that  of  Prance  aod  Europe ;  for  as  ia 
the  iiucct  may  be  traced  the  vital  energy  ot'  uni- 
mals  ia  general,  bo  in  every  stone  wh<He  history  has 
been  preuerved  may  W  fumMi  llul  of  the  frfaole 
world.  But  it  woe  tiot  prccisrly  these  leoeona  in 
natural  history  and  philosophy  that  I  meant  to 
propound.  1  liave  sufDethiogeloe  to  do;  to  feast 
■nytelf  upon  an  enchanting  prMjH-ci,  u[>on  iho  beau- 
tic*  of  nature,  to  which  all  philosophy  is  cold,  bald, 
and  naked. 

Before  us  t^iens  tlie  bed  of  ihc  Seine,  msny  miles 
in  width.  HarBeur  aod  the  hilts  beJiind  ii  ax  far  as 
Quitlebcuf  bound  the  protpecl.  At  our  feet  lies 
the  must  luxuriant  Tegetalion  in  ihelKMutiful  valley 
which  the  land  luu  won  from  the  Seine  and  the 
tea;  on  the  left,  Havre,  at  the  extremity  of  thia 
valley,  and  beyond  Havre  the  sea.  Veiuwis  frntu 
all  parts  of  ihv  world  arc  haftenin^  to  (he  town  ; 
ibc  maus  of  those  in  the  bosina  overtop  the  churches, 
which  seem  to  bow  before  ihem,  by  way  of  doing 
hooMge  to  the  supremacy  of  commerce.  In  the 
valley  iuelf,  the  sturdy  hiisbsndman  is  at  work, 
ploughing  hi*  lield>;  in  the  hills  behind  us  re- 
sounds the  woodman's  axe,  and  the  dark,  gray 
■ails  of  the  fishtng-vnaals  »lud  the  Seine  and  the 
«ea.  All  that  th«re  iaexciting,nll  that  there  is  &ni< 
mating  for  human  society,  U  cocnprised  within  the 
onall  oompua  of  a  few  miles ;  aitd  the  imaginaiion 
hit  here  Hope  nifficieni  to  consider  life  on  every 
■de. 

History    has    preacrved    certain    circumitaniTs. 
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which,if  aiinglcgUnce  at  the  spot  did  not  afli>n)rnoim 
to  infer  the  fact,  and  on  vxaminaiion  of  tlip  ground 
did  oo(  place  it  I»c_vond  doiibt — prove  that  the  walls 
(^thecasileofGravitle,  which  would  now  he  imted 
(Ml  tile  middle  of  the  liill,  if  it  had  not  been  super- 
ceded by  a  tLTrace  cummanding  a  niofit  magnificent 
prospect,  wen."  wMhi-d  a  ihottMind  years  agn  by  ibe 
waves  of  the  wa  and  (be  Seine.  In  the  walls  of  the 
ancient  cmtle  were  to  be  seen,  scarcely  a  century 
nnce,  the  great  iron  rings  in  which  ships  were 
moored.  lIi*tory  mvs  morcorer  ihnt  the  Norman* 
laid  up  their  vessels  for  the  winter  in  the  ditches, 
or  the  harbour,  of  Graville,  and  that,  at  the  time  at 
Ixithair,  w>n  of  l^u'in  the  Gentle,  the  iliipft  of  the 
Normans  nB«einblccl  ihen.-  when  he  Mimmoned  ihem 
to  hia  amslanee  against  Louis  of  Iliivam  and 
Charles  the  Bald.  In  15S5,  ibe  itea  strove  li>  wrest 
from  ihe  land  what  tl  hnd  gradunlly  ncquirrd  ;  it 
rushed  during  a  violent  storm  to  the  walls  of  the 
castle,  and  upset  twenty-«ght  fishing  vessels  in  tbeae 
ditches  by  way  of  |>rote5ting  against  their  right  of 
posaession.  But thisprotest woaof littleavail.  Wbmi 
l)w  storm  was  over,  the  lat>d  relnined  its  usurped 
right,  and  between  Graville  and  the  Seine  now  lie« 
a  fertile  plain  some  leagues  in  brradlh,  and  between 
Graville  and  the  sea  the  town  of  Havre  and  Ihe 
village  of  Ingouville.  Thus  what  the  sea  rends 
froin  the  cliff  of  I^  Hfve,  the  lan^l  here  regains 
doubly  and  trebly.  Leaving  the  Inmed  lo  quarrel 
about  the  cause  of  this  phenomenon,  I  content  roy. 
•df  with  the  idea  that,  at  mr  fwt,  where  of  ror*  the 
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fisbennan  oat  out  hu  net,  die  husbandman  uww 
reaps  ahuiKlatit  harv«si». 

Th«  church  of  Groviltc  is  very  ancient,  and  nujr 
have  some  intrrcsi  fur  the  arcbilecL  It  is  as  like  a 
hundred  more,  thai  I  linw  ncen  in  iliflm-ni  pUcv», 
if  not  oa  one  egg  is  to  another,  at  lea»t  as  one  cock 
m  to  another.  I  recollect  to  have  seen  a»d  l>eard  in 
it  but  one  thing  worth  mentioning.  :im)  fntni  the  like 
to  which  may  Hcnven  preserve  every  musicAl  car! 
One  Sunday,  the  fine  weather  having  invited  me 
abroad,  I  w^ked  to  the  terrace  of  Gniville  to  en^iy 
(be  pnwpret.  I  nrrivnl  there  mther  fntigiied  with  my 
littJc  oxcuniion ;  and,  after  I  had  performed  on  the 
lemoe  my  Sunday  devotions  to  that  Uod  vtho 
pmcbe*  Ku  impresMvely  in  Aowlts,  trees,  hilla, 
riven,  and  scntf,  I  suffered  myself  to  be  enticed  to 
tbe  church,  that  I  might  rest  upon  one  uf  the  chair* 
which  arc  lo  behire^l  theru.  It  uiissome  particular 
Csstival.  'I1>c  church  was  crowded.  The  evening 
aervice  soon  commenced,  and  with  it  an  infernal 
lomicnt  for  the  ears,  which  M>»n  made  nie  forget  my 
wnrim^  and  drove  me  out  agiiin  into  the  o\ten  air. 
Very  fev  churches  in  France  have  an  organ  ;  its 
place  is  supplied  in  general  by  nhai  are  called  Kr- 
ptnUt  a  wri  "f  roaring  luins,  sc«kin){  what  jKiur  kiuI 
ibcy  may  devour.  On  nccount  of  ihv  festival,  the 
aid  of  a  second  aerpent  from  boom  neighbouring 
place  had  lieen  obtained.  The  moment  ilie  priesl 
Mepped  up  lothcaltar.bothcommenced  tluirhonid 
din.  Aaiftbenaiursldog4M)wlnndbulUroBr  of  these 
Bccuraed  insiniinentfi  were  not  enough,  one  of  them 
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WM  always  liulf  a  note  higher  or  tower  than  the 
uUicr.  And  this  reckel  was  accouipAiiin]  witJi  the 
screeching  of  two  or  throe  hundn:*!  women,  and  ibc 
grunting  i>rhutf-a-duxeu  thorough-basses.  1  bavv 
heiinl  ihv  wind  howling  in  thv  ri^ng  of  vesieU;  I 
onoc  ht-anl  the  excited  popiiLucc  in  Paris  vent  ttwir 
fury  in  thouU  ond  yells ;  but  here  ibc  good  people 
prayed  to  Ht-aven,  here  Uiey  nng  a  hymn  of  praise 
to  the  Almighty,  to  which  all  the  horrible  and 
frightful  ntuscs  I  bod  ever  before  heard  were  a  real  ■ 
treat  for  the  nir.  The  trial  was  too  severe ;  after 
the  Gnt  minutes,  I  hurried  out  of  ttie  church,  to 
vBcupc  ibis  ptirgBtory.  H 

The  general  relish  for  art  prevailing  among  the 
Greeks  is  attributed  to  the  numerous  work*  of  art 
which  they  tuid  opportunities  of  contemplating  at 
every  ftte]i.  Whoever  has  been  but  once  in  a  French 
villi^  church  need  not  ask  the  reason  why  the 
French  hove  the  least  tu^te  of  any  people  in  the  M 
world  for  singing  or  music.  If  with  such  music  ' 
they  were  lu  acqiiirv  a  musical  ear,  then  verily  I 
should  not  despair  of  morality,  if  the  devil  himself 
were  to  turn  schun  I  master  and  give  leswns  in  it.        ^ 

But  one  thing  was  clear  to  me.     The  people  he-  I 
lieve  that  formerly  a  wonder-working  image  in  thi* 
church  pooaeued  the  powt-r  of  restoring  the  *enw  of 
hearing  to  deaf  Kuuivn,  who  Iim)  lost  that  faculty  in  ■ 
Dorms  ut  *ra  or  by  the  thunder  of  the  cannon  ;  and 
1  hare  out  the  least  doubt  of  tlie  miracle,  if  there  is 
a  word  of  (ruth   in    Holincmann's  theory.      Uui 
Heaven  defend  ihooc  who  con  bear  from  this  antj 
dole  to  dt-flfiie*t .' 
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Bohiod  ibe  church,  in  the  courtyard  of  the 
mirin>,  arc  lo  be  seen  the  cellars  of  the  monks, 
hevn  oiii  of  th«  rock,  which  are  oaid  (o  have  been 
ilunf^coDi  at  an  earlk-r  period  under  the  cnunls  of 
Graville.  This  raform  I  tnMt  cordially  ■|)()r»v4;. 
Commenil  mc  to  thf  pious  monks,  ihcir  tvllor,  and 
thrir  wine.  They  led  a  jovial  life,  did  tho»e  good 
friars.  In  the  last  century,  there  wnv  hut  four  or 
five  of  iticm  in  ihe  cotivt-nt.  whicti  had  a  net  revenue 
of  40,000  francs.  Brother  Pierre  Legardin  was  one 
of  the  oldest,  and  yet  one  of  the  heartiest  and 
jollicA.  A  priest  in  ilw  ncighbourhnod  wrote  to 
him,  inquiring  liy  what  means  heconirivcd  to  be  so 
hale  anil  rigorous  at  his  advaiKed  age.  His  reply 
was  as  follows: — "  My  dear  brother,  I  am  to^y 
one  bundrrd  and  four  yean  old,  and  nm  writing  to 
jou  by  the  light  of  my  lamp.  I  have  lived  vir- 
tuously, and  recommend  to  you  to  follow  ibe  diet 
whict)  t  adopted  at  your  age.  [The  in[|uirer  was 
eighty  years  M.)  Add  every  day  to  your  usual 
allowance  a  bottle  of  romI  wine,  and  God  will  pn.'- 
KTve  you  who  are  so  useful  lo  vour  fiock.  That 
is,  nty  dear  .lules,  the  sincere  wish  of  your  brother, 
Pierre  Lcganlin." 

Beyood  the  churrhyiml,  n  »cvp,  n.irrow  nxid. 
between  green  hedges,  leads  up  tlic  hill  till  you 
oone  lo  A  second  road,  which  runs  over  a  sort  of 
elevated  plain  lo  lUeCoU  of  Ingouville.  This  road 
It,  for  a  while,  very  beautiful.  Gft-en  he<lgvs  and 
fruil-irees.  on  either  side,  mett  owr-hcnd.  aiul 
tana  a  ritady  alley.     From  time  to  time,  opening* 
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in  thtuH-  lictlgi-s  afHifxl  views  of  ihc  lorrly  valley  of 
(he  Seine  or  (he  wa.  Here  yoti  we  (he  l))>zaDliM 
Guibic  church  of  Graville,  with  a  Guihic  cross 
before  it,  tlie  churchyunl  sruund  i(  in  the  forc- 
gn>uii<l,  and  behind  il  the  valley,  the  Seine,  and  the 
hilU;  there  a  stniw-iliutchvd  collage,  aod  again  ia 
the  back-ground,  (he  valley,  (he  Seine,  the  hilla, 
Havre,  and  the  M.-a.  Thti*  nt  every  Kteji  vou  have 
a  different  prosiKv-t,  ever  henotiful,  ever  new,  and 
ever  varying,  with  the  repose  of  the  chian>-9curo,iii 
which  the  shudy  road  ciivelofM  you.  At  lenfrth 
thin  alley  opciis,  and  ihen  you  hx-  before  yon,  on  the 
right,  the  somewhat  monotonous  elevated  plain,  and 
on  the  left  a  lung  wall  which  protects  the  gardens 
and  kUHinier-hoUM-n,  and  iniercx-ptii  nil  proi{>ecl  of 
the  valley,  till  you  come  to  a  spot  where  an  iron 
gale  opens  a  view  into  an  alley  which  runt  down  the 
hill,  and  beyond  which  you  catch  a  glimpse  of  the 
Seine  and  the  valley.  , 

A(  length  you  come  to  the  highest  houses  of  lo- 
gouville.  The  wealthier  merehunis  of  ihe  wealthy 
comtnercial  town  have  here  built  a  uundier  of  po- 
luoes  where  they  enjoy  themselves  in  tuinuier  after 
the  toils  of  (he  day  Many  English  live  in  ibtwe 
which  Ihe  owners  are  willing  to  let,  that  they  may 
tliuh  nuike  uiuney  even  of  ihi-ir  villas.  Ahnintt  the 
whole  upper  part  of  Ingouville  consists  of  sucb 
summer  reaidences ;  and  i(  would  be  diflkult  (o  find 
a  more  delig^(ful  situation.  An  the  nM.vni  is  pretty 
ateep.  every  wrindow  oommniids  vii'ws  over  vale  and 
hill,  river  and  sea,  louu  aiid  village.  But,  at  (be 
lop  of  Lbc  bill,  at  the  end  of  the  street,  which  runi 
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put  theae  villu,  you  have  ocic«  more  an  unob- 
structed view  of  ihc  an,  the  town,  tlir  S«ne  and  its 
tuily  bank«,  which,  beautiful  a>  all  nuty  be  that  }'ou 
bavc  seen  bcfgre,  appear*  again  new,  a^io  Kubtiine. 
Here,  beneath  iludy  im-n,  whole  biiiighB  hang 
down  to  your  head,  arc  placed  scau  lu  rest  vourMlf ; 
many  an  evening  hate  I  accepted  their  jnvito- 
tioo,  and  while  my  eye  roved  over  the  <-X|Mintive 
•m, iniS|^[ution  has  aocotnpaDied  the  re»6eU  k-nvitig 
the  port  to  other  rq^na  of  the  gtube.  A  spring 
■Doming,  or  a  oumnier  evening  Ultp,  is  a  trcni  uii 
vbirh  you  may  feast  all  your  lifL-,  if  you  have  fancy 
OMWgfa  lo  call  up  ag^n  the  exquiitiie  scene  that 
(hia  apot  praeuled  to  you. 

It  ia  cnstonutry  in  Ilflvrc,  for  every  one  who  can 
nybow,  to  go  about  five  in  the  moniing,  fruro  the 
Srtt  to  the  last  day  of  May,  to  the  C'oie  d'lRf>ou- 
ville,  to  drink  new  milk  beforr  brcnkliiRt.  May 
■ilk  i«  reputed  tu  be  cxtrenvdy  wholesume.  I,  fiir 
tnj  pun,  cannot  aullieiently  extol  the  lagacioiu 
doctor  wl>o  firM  prcwcrilH-d  il ;  but  his  Havre  col. 
iMgtieg  have  great  reason  to  grumble,  for  a  whole 
■pollKcary't  ahop  is  scarcely  capable  of  eounter- 
acttng  tlte  beneficial  efleets  produced  by  xuch  n 
noniing  walk,  the  dcligliiful  pnnpcct,  and  the  new 
■ailk.  While  I  mo«>i  punctually  followed  this  pre- 
actipticm,  I  regretted  itolhing  m  eincerelj  «b  ihai 
every  day  was  twi  Sunday  ;  for  then  all  was  here 
life  and  bu«(lc,  an<l  the  jHtipIe  wi-re  trigiping,  and 
tkippiug,  and  jumping  about  w'ith  mich  j^ee  aa 
might  well  drive  all  the  medical  faculty  of  I'am  and 
MunipvUief  tu  despair,  were  they  but  to  witncw  it. 
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On  injrielurn,  I  pamecl  through  Ingouvillc.kkind 
of  luhitrii  In  Havre,  from  which  it  in  sciwrated  only 
by  iht;  fort  ill  cations,  and  which,  sooner  or  Inter,  luusi, 
to  ■  oertninty,  bu  united  with  tht>  town,  tngtm'  | 
ville  ia  suid  1u  have  bcrn  rormerly  a  fiihing  villngr; 
and  nt>w  Havre  and  its  immciluu'  onvinms  li«| 
bctvn>cn  it  and  the  sea.  At  present  the  pliKc 
chiefly  composed  of  new  houses,  and  there  is  iinlhiDft  1 
alxtui  it  to  indicate  that  this  wn*  oiii-e  the  site  of  the  ' 
wretched  huuof  fishcnnen.  The  history  of  Ingou* 
ville  is  wholly  unimporuint :  there  is  nothing  worthy 
of  record  except  the  hixtpiuil.  I'bix  institution  was 
formerly  under  the  Jurisdiction  of  tlic  Archbishop 
of  Rouen,  who  set  himself  in  opposition  to  the  mili- 
tary Btithorilres  of  Havre.  The  prelate  cared  not 
if  the  sick  soldit-r:!  dieil  withixii  nlten<litnci>,  and, 
with  most  Christian  charity,  forbade  titem  to  be  ad- 
mitied  into  the  hospital.  The  military  oommitD' 
dant,  taking  a  different  view  of  the  matter,  early  oae 
morning  ordered  his  grenadiers  in  invest  the  hoa- 
pitul.  It  surrendered  on  capitulation;  the  grcna- 
dicn  took  possesion  of  the  n>oms,  carried  their 
ailing  cwnradea  into  them,  and,  with  the  bayonet, 
which  was  in  fashion  already  >n  those  davs,  foraed 
the  Fathers  of  Mercy  to  wait  u|x>n  the  sick.  Hit- 
lory  n  an  ii>ce««a»l  con t rail iet ion,  a  series  of  dis- 
cord*, the  soluttoD  of  which  he  alone  finds,  who 
knows  how  to  combine  them  into  a  whole.  lie  aee* 
how  tite  muiikel  and  the  tmyonet  must  support  the 
intereMs  of  humanity,  when  those  who  are  calln)  to 
ila  aeirvicr  neglect  their  duty.  Folly  it  tlir 
proiaoUT  of  uuth. 
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CHAPTER  XI. 


r — Htitork»l  FwU  — C»uiMMo(  ttiel)i<«lin«i]rth«Tawd 

'^^OKbnr  —  Tht   dalou  iLd  Pmtk  —The   kllcr  (cenorouklf  ' 

Ibfiiwn  optB  to  III*  public  by  tliu  owrmr—  Qitnbnlii  (hnrv  — 

Muatliillicn — -MlgnlficFnC  Vlnwi  From  Ihi  ■□rrouncling  HlUi — 

I ;  Cimi  Riunbvr  ol  Indtau  nuned  there —  (iuunity  — 

PrenknM  «f  beg^tjr  at  Mcntiiilliet*.  owing  (a  (bo  Con»Rt 

tCnrnufty  •xlitini  th*ni — lu  Com  ■market  —  Kvcddmi  of  Nor^ 

[wma  pwnntt. 


I  HAD  prumiaed  to  go  on  Si.  Anne's  day  lo 
Orch«r,  wtwrc  Aotoine,  with  hi.->  fm-nds  and  rrla- 
tive),  wri«  to  crlcbmlc  the  cabiiiitmakcrs'  festival. 
Being  detained  in  the  forenoon  by  business,  I  could 
nut  join  hito  Ull  tht->  afternoon.  A  son  of  oinnilxia 
c4rnL-<l  UM-  to  Hvrflcur,  and  1  got  a  ^limpM.-,  as  I 
pOMcd  through  it,  of  ihm  once  famous  and  flouri»li- 
iug  oommercia]  tunn.  Thure  is,  indeed,  scarcely 
any  thing  to  be  seen  there,  excepting  ihe  churcJt 
ftitd  n  sugar-baker't ;  and  as  the  former,  though  a 
bold  and  handsome  nlifice,  reiembles  very  many 
churcbe*  in  Normandy,  and  the  latter  is  a»  hke 
all  other  estubhiiliineiiis  of  the  kind  as  one  egg  tB 
lo  another,  I  ouuld  gratify  my  curiuaity  niihout 
apprebeiinon  of  missing  our  fntivaL     The  only  rth 


388 


HARPLEUH. 


inarkable  thing  that  I  koow  about  the  church  U  thu 
ix>uplet  of  Ciuitiiif  Delavigne'H  : 

L«i  i'1orh«r  di>  Harfl«iir.  itebout  pour  ttn*  appnoilra 
Quo  I'Anglut  I'k  biti  mil*  o'*  pu  Is  ilcfpndn. 

Why  th«  English  could  not  defend  it,  we  are  not 
lold  by  the  "  Hiiiory  of  Hiirfleur."  The  Nomunt, 
who  had  once  conquered  the  EnglUh,  would  twt  bif 
conquered  and  still  less  ruled  by  them,  even  after 
they  bad  become  half  Normans  theniitelvea.  A 
people  need  but  lo  will,  and  (lie  thing  i«  done. 
Henry  \\  of  England,  iuid  uken  HurAeur,  and  re- 
duced great  putt  of  Normandy.  The  reNtstaooe 
made  by  IlnrHvur,  which  did  not  tumnder  while  ■ 
inoulhful  was  IcA  in  lh«  town,  exaspcraled  the  king 
to  Buch  a  degree  ihat  be  took  sixteen  hundred 
fiunilies  and  carried  them  lo  ('alaia,  where  they  wtn 
to  be  embarked,  after  tlicy  bad  delivered  up  all 
their  property  to  the  conqueror,  as  the  price  of 
llicir  hbeny.  He  then  ordered  ihe  charter*  of  the 
town  lo  be  publicly  burned  in  the  market-pJaoet 
and  ifuued  a  law  diMiualifying  every  iidiabilant  of 
Ilariteur  to  posK-M  in  fee,  or  lo  inlK-rit,  any  house 
in  tile  tnwD,  and  conferring  that  right  on  persooa 
bom  in  Hnglatid  alone.  No  better  means,  indeed, 
could  have  been  dcviced  for  [lerpriuating  haired 
ngai  lis  I  England  in  Ilarflcur  ami  Nurniaudy.  Fur 
twenty  years  tlic  people  ofHorficur  endured  this 
tyranny.  They  hoped  for  tuccuur  from  the  king 
of  France,  but  h<i))e4l  in  vain  :  at  length  ibey  n- 
•ulvrd  (u  right  iheoiiielves.     One  hundred  and  four 
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towiiiinen  of  Hsrflc-ur  conspired  wilh  the  luhubi- 
LuiU  t>f  ihc  MiviroD%  the  p«^a«anta  of  the  Pjij'S  tk- 
Ciux,  as  a  portioD  of  ihc  ()L'|Kirtiiit.-nt  of  the  Lower 
Seine  wtt)>  fonaeAy  d«nMniiuilc(l.  One  morning, 
thpK  cofifnlrratca  fell  upon  the  guard  at  the  gates, 
which  they  threw  open,  aitd  drove  out  ihoM.*  of  the 
garrium  who  hud  the  goixl  luck  to  vaca[K-  thr  first 
outbrvak  of  thi-tT  fury.  Five  years  afterwards,  in 
HS6.  the  [^nghah  once  more  look  the  town  with  a 
fLTong  army,  but  they  retained  it  for  only  it  Hhorl 
tine,  Niid  wen;  then  obliged  to  quit  the  a)untry  for 
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In  honour  of  ihow  one  bunilre<)  anil  four  brare 
fcUoWA,  every  moniiiig  al  sunrise  Uic  sniiie  number 
ol  toUs  were  gircn  on  the  bell  of  Harflcur,  down  to 
the  time  of  llic  Revolution;  sod  I  cna  not  conceive, 
for  my  part,  what  grounds  of  objection  could  have 
iadoccd  Uk  Revolution  to  nbolisli  this  venerable 
cuftom. 

At  a  still  earlier  period,  in  134(),  Harfleur  was 
lafccD  by  the  English,  just  ai  the  moment  when  the 
lown  was  cqnipp'mg  n  fleet  to  attack  them.  The 
seamen  uf  Ilartlciir  sub«ciquently  took  a  signal  re> 
rcnge,  ik-ytroyiog  the  Kiiglish  fleet  in  liiSS,  and 
again  in  1410.  Litstly,  tltey  lent  ihtdr  ships  to  the 
carl  of  Richmond,  afterwards  Henry  VII.,  when  he 
tailed  from  this  port  with  two  thousand  awn  for 
England,  to  prosecule  his  claim  to  the  crown.  The 
people  of  Harfleur  were,  upon  the  whole,  excellent 
seamen,  M  t*  provetl,  not  only  by  their  victories, 
but  by  their  voyagca  and  diicvveries.    In  tS09, 
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GonDeville,  a  mariner  of  this  lovro,  diBcov«r«)  tome 
of  the  Auitrulian  UtntKls.  . 

From  nil  ihrse  facts  the  forrin«r  impoMunoc  of 
the  place  may  be  inferred.  It  was  once  iIk  prio. 
cipal  port  of  France,  and  wo*  frwpienlMl  hy  Spa* 
nlnnls,  Portuguese,  English,  and  Duicti,  who 
brought  thither  thetr  commodities.  Thv  frequent 
wan  thc<n»elve!i  could  not  destroy  its  profipcrity< 
A  Mill  niuri;  powerful  foe  oroM-  againHt  it,  and  bad* 
the  tea  retire,  so  that  its  port  wa«  no  longer  accev 
aiUe.  For  a  time  the  veaiel*  landed  their  cargoei 
for  HarAcur  ut  the  port  of  Henre,  between  it  and 
Havre ;  but  when  the  latler  town  was  built,  Har- 
fleur  gradually  declined  to  the  Mate  in  which  it  atill  _ 
continues  to  rcgcialc.  The  bustling  town  wudvwH 
wrted  :  the  warehouses  disappeared,  and  the  inlta- 
Intants  removed  to  other  places.  'ri>e  same  town, 
ftwn  which  the  Englitb  once  earned  off  stxtecn 
hundred  families,  who^e  harbotir  was  ontx-  called 
t«  tcmvfrain  port  de  S'ormandic,  has  now  scarcely 
nxteen  hundred  inhabitants ;  and  instead  of  wealthy 
merchaniH  iit  now  to  be  mcd,  no4  exactly  poverty, 
for  this  is  very  rare  throughout  all  Norinandvt 
excepting  in  the  former  posAessions  of  the  Church, 
but  a  niodc^i,  induMriou*  middle-cla»»,  which  would 
be  able  to  give  its  sovereign,  or  any  one  else  whom 
it  wished  to  honour,  as  splendid  a  feast  as  did  the 
merdianu  of  Harflour  three  oeiiluriea  ago  to  king 
Francis  !.• 


*  la  •  MUSll  vurk  antiUcd  "  AaUquili*  <lr  l»  Villv  dt  tUc 
llvar."  publiihcl  at  Ram  in  l!M.I  UvefaniHllUtriUaf  knaT 
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road  froni  Harflvur  lo  Orcbcr  gradually  a^ 
tsnA§,  snd  rverj-  where  affbrds  a  fine  view  of  ihe 
valley  of  the  Seine  and  Harfleur.  At  length  you 
nach  (he  top  of  tlie  hill,  and  then  find  younKlf  in 
a  viUage,  cooeirtingof  pubttc-houscB,  at  ihe  entrance 
of  the  park  which  leads  to  the  chateau. 

Tlie  chAtvau  itiwlf  ia  a  modern  Ktnicturc,  thougli 
it>  gray  colotir  givn  it  a  lw>k  of  antiquity.  It  be< 
longs  to  Madame  de  Murtciiiartt  daughter  of  the 
manjuis  de  Nsgu.  It  is  not  remaHcable  eiilier  for 
its  arehiteeture  or  its  history  ;  but,  though  tlie  anti- 
quary and  the  hisiurian  may  |uii>*  it  eoktiy  by,  I 
advtae  f«ry  lover  of  Nulurv,  every  one  who  would 
fain  be  happy  himself,  and  lo  see  happy  beings 
anniod  him,  if  he  should  come  into  the  environs  of 
HavK,  not  i»  m'lia  making  a  pil^imuge  hStlier  the 
lint  Hoc  Sunday.     To  tlic  right  uf  the  ch&teau  is 

thai  entottkimeal,  utd  tkiak  that  It  may  prow  iMtrMting  on 
nam  Ibau  on*  •oeoioi.     It  i*  u  followi; — 

Ofmd  fUfM  i  (H«td  <U  VMt  i  r^rritit  dt  Fnmfoi,  I. 

Ui.  «. 

taqr  l<  doaaine*  d*  p*in,k  :  h>d*  I«  clout I  13 

Roar  Ptnlfii.  C«nird>.  Vldemqi.  Ploutien,  Laploi.  Cha* 

poM.  ataalra  m.Vf^\a» T  14 

Dnu  mooioat,  t  16  too*  pitee I  li 

4  O^DtB  Ab  Dooton,  It  2  Mo*  S  d*n.  pJiue 0  10 

CTUta.  tlwui 0  IS 

■  Li*fWil*Urdtluil(*.t2«iM> 0  IC 

I  DUoMin  da  imts  \  piid 0  g 

41  OaBoM  d«  lin,  i  3  tocu  6  dnilcn  Ic  p&t      ....     14  fi 

I  Pmelwa  dc  rlci  ciarat  d'OrUani SO 

Dipmw  ••  Poarrin 8  0 

A«t  toqwia  do  Sncn*°'  "^ '  0 

Teul    .     .    49     IS 
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a  [errnce  n^arlj-  half  a  taile  in  Wn^h,  cnrpetrU 
with  ilie  fiiiot  gnrvn^ward,  shiidrd  by  utntini^i'xxis 
chest  nut- trees,  vhich  eoiniDaml^  a  view  of  the  Seine, 
the  further  iiartk  nf  the  river,  tlie  sea,  and  luwanh 
Harflcur  and  Hunfliriir.  an  bcaiiliful,  «>  animUMl, 
and  Eo  diverKiliid,  ihiit  it  in  scArody  to  be  maldtefl 
in  the  fineot  countries  io  Europe.  And  this  icmoct 
this  park,  svarni  on  a  Sunday  with  pe^iple  from 
far  and  neur,  uparting,  ainuting,  and  eiijoyiog 
thrniM-lvi.-*.  I  have  known  many  prreons,  who 
were  called  the  benefactors  of  their  feJlow>citij(«nti; 
but  there  are  few  who  have  done  more  f[ood  thoa 
t)te  nobli.-  ii)ur(]uin-  de  Nagii,  who  has  thro"n  opn 
this  brautiritl  and  extensive  park  to  thv  lalxioran^ 
the  peasants  'he  tailors  the  Gbhemivn,  of  ibeciw 
viTX>ns,  and  allows  thom  here  on  the  Sunday 
forgri,  fur  a  few  hours  <he  Imrdfliips  ntHl  ihe  carM 
at  life.  What  is  a  dooaiion  in  comparisun  with 
ihii?  Had  she  even  given  away  the  whole  eaute 
for  charitable  purpose*,  and  turned  the  ehnteau 
into  an  )iu!<[Htal,  iJic  would  nut  have  conferred  half 
■o  much  hnppincM  As  in  aflbnlin^  the  poor  ibc 
means  of  here  at  times  forf^etting  their  poverty. 
Others  give  to  the  indigent  a  *poi  two  feet  wide  to 
die  in  i  she  gives  them  her  park  to  live  in,  to  frolic 
in,  to  revel  in.  It  (lt>c«  one  good  to  ace  how  aen- 
•ible  the  humble  visiters  are  of  this  bounty,  how 
every  tree,  every  shrub  is  respected,  and  how  the 
rude  sailors  themselves  are  scarcely  ever  miKhicvoua 
enough  to  do  the  li-a-t  injury. 

On  the  terrace  I  found  my  frietids,  men,  woneq|j 
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anil  children,  playingat  (oiKl)-lr».  Th*y  trarcvly 
■llownJ  inv  litnt^  for  snlutation,  obligd  me,  by  way 
of  puBiklimmt  for  coming  so  late,  to  act  the  part  of 
CBtdier.  For  ibb  day  we  wen  lordi  and  masten 
of  the  park,  and  we  allmed  tltc  olhvrH  eithvr  to 
WA  OD  unnolntcd,  or  to  pitty  nt  their  <iwn  gnmn. 
Now  a  nwrry  band  of  young  people  tripped  paM 
tn  dancing:  preeeniiy  toud  calls  fnna  the  ihicketa 
were  answered  by  llie  joyuui  laugh  of  children, 
whom  a  grave  ihopkoeprr  and  his  jI[kmim  wer« 
laking  out  for  a  walk.  Wo  too  turned  children 
■gain,  and  I  fancied  more  than  once  that  I  heard  the 
vuiceof  our  stem  Khuolmoiter.  who  so  often  sup- 
prard  us  young  urchinn  at  ttii«  game  in  the  church- 
yard, and  drove  us  with  his  cane  out  of  our  panu 
dine.  Formerly,  1  could  piny  at  this  game  fi^nn 
morning  till  nigtit,  and  the  dnr  was  nut  long 
esoi^h:  now,  half  an  hour  put  niy  lungs  to  a 
mere  trial,  and  I  was  glad  when  the  wntors  of  the 
party — for  even  ihe-e,  a  grandpapa  of  Beveniy.one, 
and  hta  hetiiT  half,  who  had  been  hii  parrner  in  life 
upwards  of  forty  yeans  forgot  their  gray  tuiir,  and 
iMr  grandctiildren,  and  plnycd  as  though  they  hnd 
been  not  an  hour  older  than  the  latteiv-dcsired  a 
pause. 

We  threw  ouraclrea  in  a  circle  upon  the  grass, 
■Dd  duticd  and  laughc<l  away  nn  hour  till  dinner 
W09  ready.  In  the  house  where  we  dined  the 
greatest  liu&tlc  prevailed,  l-'rom  the  windows  of  the 
room  which  our  friend<>h8d  engaged,  wo  could  over- 
louk  the  whole  yant,  wtiich  twaraedwiih  company. 
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Od  one  aide  c^  it  was  put  up  a  sort  of  shed,  wbr:e 
tabic  stood  bt-side  table,  with  a  merry  partT  at 
each :  liert-,  it  roinily,  father,  graadfather,  mother, 
children,  and  grandchildren;  tliere,  aailon,  wiifa 
their  wivM  and  inieln-SM-t> ;  yundtf  anoihvf  table 
•urroundcd  hy  soldiers,  nud  another  by  Inlxjuring 
ineo.  There  was  uarccly  a  spot  in  the  whole  spa- 
doua  yiird  itint  wa>  not  covered  by  Uiblo,  chairs, 
and  beiH-lics :  and  still  there  SMmcd  not  be  rcnai 
enough  for  all  who  thronged  to  it. 

The  dinner  passed  off  as  diniwn  generally  d 
We  ate,  we  drank;  there  was  little  talk  at  6rat;' 
by  and  by  n  wiity  MiUy  excited  a  hearty  laugh :  and 
al  last,  at  iho  de«crt,  wc  were  entertaiited  with 
humorous  songs,  some  of  them  by  Beranger,  who 
is  more  popular  in  Normandy  than  in  any  oibcr 
part  of  France.  On  leariog  the  table  wc  rctunwi) 
U)  tile  pork,  and  after  a  Hhort  walk  a  new  game  waa 
got  up — priran-bnrs.  This  like  (he  other,  liad  ita 
mournful  side,  for  it  convinced  n>e  that  since  mjr 
boyi^  days  i  had  not  made  any  great  advances  in 
agility.  Kvening  stole  upon  lu  while  thuseogaged, 
and  the  setting  sun  summoned  us  ti>  the  terraces 
to  admire  the  reflections  which  it  tlirew  u|*on  the 
Seine,  A  thin  vapour  rested  upon  the  river  and 
the  op^xwite  bank,  and  was  transformed  into  an 
airy  veil  of  gold,  which,  so  far  from  concealing  iu 
beauty,  onljr  served,  as  in  woman,  to  heightco  ita 
charms. 

At  length  we  proceeded  in  couples,  for  the  g 
had  bruujjht  the  straggters  logeUier,  towards 
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quarim.  Wen  and  tbctv  io  ihr  park  still  prc- 
Tsilni  Bymptoms  of  the  Former  hilnrity  ;  but  aa  the 
moon  row  these  gnwJually  died  away.  The  com- 
panj  in  tlw  yard  of  our  puhhc-houM:  wat>  greatly 
diminishc),  and  a  frw  Inf^nrdt  only  wtrp  left. 
Thew,  however,  are  in  general  ihc  most  uDruly 
guests,  ai>d  subcnii  to  no  discipline,  no  conlnl. 
An  old  lame  fiddlrr  MixkI  tip«m  n  ho^hend  in  a 
Comer  of  the  yard,  wiili  on  iiitlniinciii  from  which 
he  could  produce  only  horribly  falae.  toneh,  and 
played  quadrilles  sometimes  diversified  by  a  wnlix. ' 
The  Mtlors  and  the  fnrminf;-nti-n  from  the  m-igh- 
bourhood  danced  with  their  girls.  I'arl  of  our 
onmpany  got  up  a  quadrille  in  another  corner  of 
ihe  yartl;  till  al  length  the  old  folic*  xoundcd  a 
mreai,  and  we  returned  in  an  omnibus,  amidst 
jokes,  fuD,  and  laughter,  to  Hnrre,  where  we 
■rrived  about  midnight. 


MoMUlerium  viliare  is  the  I<alin  name  of  Mon- 
tiviiriers,  sittinied  two  lencues  fnrm  Hitvrr  on  the 
Ijnardt.  Here  wtu  till  the  revululion  a  nunnery, 
inderd  a  royal  abbey.  After  this  I  need  not  say 
that  the  environs  are  enchanting.  The  Lezarde 
nwandera  through  a  luxuriant  valley,  1m.i  ween  gently 
rinnj;  hills,  on  which  arc  scattered  rillaa  and  sub- 
ttanliaJ  farm  houses,  loohing  down  from  among  the 
Ihicketa  and  alleys  around  them  into  the  vale  be- 
neatli.  On  whatever  side  you  ascend  these  hills 
from  Montivillirn,  the  sweetest  prospect  prcficnli 
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iuclf.  The  town,  with  ill  pMhic-hyxaiiiine  church, 
•nd  it!(  walU  bii<1  tuwvrs  vrhicli  hnvo  gone  lo  ruio, 
is  moMly  il»c  centre  of  the  efcr  picturesque  vtcw,  lo 
which  the  viilby,  the  Lezsrde,  the  meadows  and 
aiilStind  lastly  ih«  hills,  with  thiir  viltaK  unil  tuia- 
bontes,  form  a  most  Biiimati-d  bai.-kgn>und.  The 
pnnptfct  is  gninder  iti  |>aritculitrs|x>is,  where  tJi(^| 
tye  con  takr  in  a  wider  range,  nnd  embrace  Uw 
Seine  and  the  further  bank.  At  the  FcrmcKtu 
Muritfrs,  about  a  milefruni  Montirilliera,  there  is  |^| 
poini  wlivrr,  huhind  an  alley  of  tall  beechci,  yoo^ 
enjoy  a  double  view.  On  the  right,  liMde  tht* 
alley,  i>]>cr&  a  wide  valley,  the  groutMl  riuiij{  aa 
either  hand  in  the  funn  of  tt^rracrti,  enlicenetl  by  the 
little  rirer,  inlvDwcivfl  in  every  direction  by  rows  of 
trees  of  all  kinds,  divcrsifini  by  luxuriant  meadows 
and  oorn-fit'lds,  and  bounded  by  I)ar6eur  and  its 
tall  church-steeple.  But  beyond  this  extensive  fore- 
gn>uti<l,  the  Seine  forniH  a  utrifie  of  gold  or  hIvcT) 
accurding  lu  it  is  illuminc<l  by  the  sun ;  AihI.  l>eyoiid 
this  middle  disTauci*,  aninuited  by  ihe  sti-am-lKialifl 
pursuing;  their  npid  course  up  and  down,  you  sec 
the  slalr  roofs  uf  Honfleur  gliKtening  in  the  miu, 
tod  behind  thcni  the  hills  botdcr'uig  the  Seine  doae 
the  prospi'ct.  But  these  verie<l  objects  occupy  otdj' 
one  half  of  llic  fuclure.  Take  hut  two  steps,  and 
on  the  oiIkt  ude,  to  the  kfl  of  the  bcn-b  alley,  be- 
ncatti  which  we  have  bevn  standing,  appear*  a  new 
and  totally  diflerent  scvne.  Here  it  i*  not  the 
grandeur  of  a  distant  view  that  astoiiym  ihv  eye ; 
■  most  delicious  (nciure  uf  still  life  prcseuia  iUcU^, 
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Uontivilliefs,  embosonwd  among  hills,  and  jian  ut 
tberbuitiiog  valivy  uf  tbe  Lc»r<U',  whk-)i  wiiMJHin 
fruciful  meaiKJcTs  itiroiif;h  tlu'  iiH-adourt,  call  forlh 
Onlj  klctts  of  ({U)ct  and  r«pose ;  while)  (xt  \he  other 
ode  of  the  alley,  «e  fell  a  Itwfiin^  t»  i-xfilure  ihe 
vide  ^MMc  bvfurc  us,  ti>  niinf;lc  in  ihv  IhihiIc  of  life. 
0**r>lMad,  timnwhile,  tower  the  proud  beeches, 
which  form  the  frame  lo  both  picture^,  u  temple 
between  wIiim;  tall  pillars  we  perp  rnnh,  njoicing 
in  the  fcitivol  that  Nature  here  hold*  every  ilay. 
Uiiiurels  perched  un  tbctr  branches  aend  up  «lniins 
of  joy  tu  lieavcn,  as  tliough  thvy  were  called  lo 
pnise  God  in  their  simplicity,  while  our  knowledge 
ia  struck  duinli  in  asionirJnnvnt  at  rlic  beauty  of 
nature.  My  tx-nrt  rcjutci^l  with  ihi-m,  but  I  cuuld 
BO  note  translate  ila  laoguH|>G  titan  ihat  of  the 
tnrda.  for  it  belonged  just  as  little  as  ihc  latter  to 
tbit  bfe  of  wftiiik.  Nothing  but  wniit  wa«  the  in- 
itructor  of  man  whan  he  created  tnn^uagc. 

Monti«illieri  i»  tlu'  moM  agreeable  F^umincr  abode 
tliat  can  Itc  denrvd.  The  town  itself  is  quite  rural. 
Tlirougli  the  priacipal  street  runs  a  slrcatnlct  of  ttx' 
mott  limpid  spring  water.  The  environs  furnish 
daily  IV««b  and  delightful  exvuruona.     The  ladica 

of  my  friend  W \  fiiniily  reHidM)  hcrt.-  in  sum- 

BMt;  aod  almost  evi-ry  Snturtby  wc  went  lo  Mon. 
tivilben  and  Maid  there  (ill  Monday  morning.  Our 
road  frrquviitly  led  uh  through  KouMli-s,  a  small 
quiet  village,  in  a  narrow  valley.  A  principal  Miurce 
of  profit  to  this  village  consists  in  nursing  the  in. 
bolt  belun^ng  to  tbe  peo{de  of  the  town.    It  is  not 
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uncommon  for  a  woman  id  hare,  beades  ber  own 
inrsntt  Iwo  or  even  tlirvi-  niirse-ctiildren  .Accident 
oiwe  led  mc  into  a  collage,  wIktc  1  rnum)  three 
auch  nurses  tognher,  who  were  sudchng  no  fewer 
than  seven  children.  It  \&  always  a  touching  ngbl 
to  see  a  mother  nourishing  tier  babe  at  thai  founuia 
which  Nature  h»%  provided  ;  but  to  tre  ihnt  iherv 
are  people  who,  as  here,  make  a  tn>de  of  selling  ibia 
nulrimenl,  and  that  there  are  oiher&  who  buy  il, 
esciiL-d  in  me  xuch  diiigu*t  ihnt  I  could  wareely 
wail  till  the  person  with  whom  I  ctitne  hnd  finishetl 
bishuuness.  This  tralTic  is  railed  an  advance  in 
ctvilisaiion— it  is  a  gangrene. 

From  Maniivilli<Ts  wc  ocouionally  made  escur- 
■ions  to  Goiirnay,  the  most  pmceful  retired  valley  I 
ever  beheld.  On  the  hill  behind  (inumay  issituated 
a  sort  of  ca&ile  called  le  Manuir  St.  Mjnin,  which 
lootcs  (Inn-n  upon  a  tmall  valley  iticloaed  on  all 
sides,  cut  off,  as  il  were,  from  the  re«t  of  the  world, 
which  lie«  before  ut  like  an  enchanted  island,  wtib 
iu  klreamlet,  its  farm-houses,  itt  mill,  meadow*,  , 
Oorn-6ekls,  an<l  coppice*.  And  only  two  league* 
from  this  Iranquil  spot,  from  ihis  iindii^lurbed 
holiday  of  nature,  the  sea  with  ils  raging  stormi 
Mid  the  great  oiminK'nrial  town  with  its  greedy 
pamons.  It  is  a»  though  Nature  bnd  foreseen  that 
men  would  labour  ibetr  whole  life  in  that  city  to 
utisfy  the  cravings  of  M>lfialines»,  and  liad  out  of 
ooinpatwinn  placed  these  <)Utet  valleys  in  llivir  way, 
to  receive  itiem  at  ibe  clnn'  uf  their  days,  and 
prepare  ihvm  for  the  dcaih  of  egoiisoi. 
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Another  drcuniMiiDce  wbkli  producn  ■  strong 
cootnut  between  Havre  and  Moiiiivilliers  nnd  the 
Bfligbbouriag  vilUgM  is  that,  in  spiu-  or  the  nuine- 
mu  ttreaoiis  scarcity  any  branch  of  industry  m 
earned  on  in  the  latter.  Agnculiure  ia  in  a  fluu- 
liahing  state,  and  mcwt  of  the  larmers  are  wealthy ; 
but  the  rest  of  the  inhabiiants  are  poor,  nay,  many 
of  them  b^^n.  At  MoDtivillient,  whnle  families 
btre  by  begging;  and  from  oiw  year's  viid  t»  an- 
other ibcy  Itavrl  from  Tillage  to  village  in  ({iit-iit  tit 
their  daily  broad.  I  have  often  found  thai,  as  one 
may  expect  to  meet  with  fine  scenery  in  the  vicinity 
uf  a  crtnmit,  tw  ofu;  lindN  there  more  beggars  than 
in  other  places.  Monti  vtirk-rn  wasunoeax  flourisb- 
mg  a  manufacturing  town  as  lioJbec,  or  Elbruf,  or 
LouTier*  is  now.  Hut  the  more  prosperous,  the 
mm  wealthy,  the  abbey  became,  the  more  the  in- 
dustry of  the  people  decreased ;  and  long  before 
the  revoJutinn  not  a  trace  on*  to  lie  found  uf  tlte 
Ibmer  activity  of  the  inhiibitants  of  Moniivilliem. 
The  maM  hved  by  the  chaiiiy  of  the  convent. 

After  the  revolution,  attempts  were  made  to  remedy 
this  state  of  things,  but  all  proved  fruitless.  It  is 
a  long  time  before  you  can  break  the  people  of  old 
custom*  and  usages.  There  is  but  one  remedy  for 
cunng  the  hereditary  sloth  of  euunlries  which  havu 
been  under  llic  guveniment  uf  tlie  cruEter;  that 
remedy  is  inBiniction.  And  scarcely  any  where 
has  this  remedy  been  seriously  ap(4ied,  though  it 
hn  baan  talked  about  a  great  deal  for  the  sake  of 
aanife.  I  am  not  one  of  those  who  consider  in- 
TOL.  I.  I 
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atruclion  ss  synonynious  with  learning  to  spell  and 
nail ;  fur  ih<Ti:  mny  In-  |>ro|)k-  an>ang  whon  cTCfy 
child  Irnrns  to  rend,  ■nil  ye(  roiittnurt  at  ignorant 
of  cver^  thing  beyond  the  circle  of  daily  wants,  a* 
though  he  were  the  aon  of  a  clown  of  iliow  daji 
wlii-n  ihi-rt-  wan  no  dilTeKnce  httween  clown  md 
■lavv.  But  ruidinfr  ami  writiii)>  art-  at  leaat  a  be- 
ginning of  improvi-mi-nl,  of  instruction  :  thvy  are 
the  door  which  is  opened  for  them,  and  at  which 
ihcy  will  enter,  if  a  pit  is  noi  sunk  before  it,  which 
it  would  be  more  difficult  for  them  to  gel  over  than 
to  Invak  open  the  d^xir.  At  Montivillien  no  u- 
icmpl  whatever  has  ln-cn  made  to  ojx'ii  ilii.t  door  for 
the  people.  It  is  the  chief  place  of  the  cantoD)  and 
till  recently  had  not  a  single  public  schoo! ;  it  now 
hof  one  opened  by  the  Fr^res  ignnrnniint,  who 
aiaurcdly  will  not  fail  lo  dig  ft  |iil  drep  ami  itvep 
enough  before  tL  In  Franca  in  genoral,  public 
in»truciion  is  in  a  wretched  plight,  and,  if  any  one 
will  take  the  trouble  to  scrutinize  this  matter  to  the 
boiiom,  be  will  lind  tliat  M.  tiuizot  thoroughly 
ufideratandn  ihv  doclrincf  of  abftoluiiimi.  But  pri> 
rate  instruction  in  France  is  free,  atid  to  tbia  the 
country  ia  indebted  fur  its  cxpanunn,  if  not  in 
breadth  at  least  in  height,  though  it  is  the  fonncr 
which  i«  in  the  end  of  the  greater  importaocv  and 
ihr-mon*  |H'niuini'iit  iienelii. 

Monlirillifrs  bait  a  weekly  corn-tnsrkci,  frooi 
which  Havre  and  part  of  its  environs  are  suppUcd, 
and  whore  purchases  arc  frequently  mode  even  for 
nporlation.     On    these  niarket'da^i  tlic  Norman 
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plaint  may  be  obscned  in  all  hi*  peculianties  of 
duracier.  A  very  small  iiimitNT  of  Jews  aiiend 
the  Di«rkrl,  for  thry  have  |>rol)ah)y  Irnrncil  ilut 
ihry  have  Dot  slHuys  (be  best  of  ihe  Inri^in.  Ii  is 
BMya  diflicuh  to  ovn-reach  a  Normao  pnaaai,  for 
be  1*  alwayt  u)>on  bts  guard,  and  uick  •gUDsl  trick 
ii  hi*  molto. 

I  TccoUvct  thai  one  day  we  werr  bargaining 
null  a  ptuuani  in  ilie  viciiiiiy  af  Montivillierh  for 
■  bceJii««',  with  all  the  honey  ind  wax  ttiai  it 
eoDtoiiml.  As  wp  knew  not  the  firicL-  of  the 
wax,  our  ladies  wished  to  have  as  little  wax  as  pos- 
tible,  and  the  peuant  usdured  u*  that  the  hive  con. 
toiiwd  at  mou  abotii  fifty  fioumis  of  hoiiey  and  one 
of  wax.  Thia  Hemetl  to  us  vvry  unlikely,  nnd,  to 
oomc  ut  the  truth,  one  of  the  ladiee,  who  had  Vt»- 
leiwd  In  tliv  vonvertation  at  a  little  dinancc,  uteppcd 
up  and  nid  lliat  dw  wanted  nbotit  five  pounds  of 
wax.  and  shu  ilinuld  be  glml  if  ibe  hive  «)nUiined 
HI  much.  The  pesfioat  now  began,  with  the  mosl 
innoctmt  took  in  the  world,  to  «ay  that  it  woa  io)- 
poMiblc  to  tell  exactly  how  much  was  n  hive  ctxt- 
tain* ;  tometimes  there  may  be  more  than  a  pound, 
perhapa  two,  three,  four,  he  could  not  lay  pre- 
Mely.  Wax  wa*  UiL-n  dear,  tie  added,  dearer  than 
bouey:  and  he  su[>|>»M'd  that  the  hivi:  might  con- 
tain  two  or  thm.-  pound*,  but  he  could  not  tell. 
Thus  he  continued  to  waver,  as  he  was  uiiccnain 
what  we  wanted.  More  wax  wai:  displeasing  to  the 
lady  on  thv  right,  niore  boney  to  (lie  lady  on  the  leli. 
He  fairly  perspired  with  anxiety,  till  we  agreed  to 
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lake  the  liivc  M  it  was,  and  he  wiped  hit  fur 
SlmiUr  scenes  frequrntl^'  occur  al  the  tnnrkn 
Monlivilli^rs.  Till  liie  peai>ant  knows  with  wlwm 
he  hati  to  do  and  whnt  the  buyer  wants,  be  is  re- 
KTvcd  and  listens  without  saying  a  word  about  hia 
commodity.  But,  a»  soon  o's  he  has  seen  or  fanoes 
ihat  he  has  teen  the  buyer's  cards,  he  is  his  man, 
■nd  it  sure  to  have  what  lie  wants.  The  latter, 
however,  it  a»  cauiiotit  as  himself,  and  then  the 
point  is  which  shall  first  make  the  other  tpeak  out. 
Otti  and  turn  are  here  almost  unknown  words,  oi 
the  proverb  says, 

Whoever  wt^iet  to  study  ttic  Norman  peasantt, 
and  has  not  lime  to  ntakcalongstay  in  (he  country, 
ought  by  all  meant  to  go  on  a  Wednesday  to  the 
market  of  Montivilliers.  But  whoever  is  fotxl  of 
the  beauties  of  nature,  whoever  wishes  to  witaess 
the  frolics  of  the  bcMtt  of  burden  of  ttie  human 
world  when  they  get  a  holiday,  let  him  go  thither 
on  B  Sunday.  Each  of  them  will  fiod  it  worth  tbc_ 
while. 
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[*  troia  tlkTTC  to  HonReur  —  Oniid  Vinn  —  Lvgvoda  co li- 
nnet*] vitb  lh«  &tinti  snil  lU  B«iik»  —  The  Bunhuiunu  iIb  Ta- 
MgiillB — Thv  D«tb-WediliKg— Honflenr— Buttlclliirii  nn  th» 
vnni  and  Jepartars  o(  the  Sinun«f  —  Hutonol  iccollectiotit 
((•cerainf  lh«  Town  —  PrSMint  rli*i*iil«r  of  i  lin  placa  aniJ  il* 
Uh«Mut»— Trait*  illuirBdie  of  ibu  coangi!  ol  iha  Wcimvn 
■a  raotnt  and  aaciMI  Tinint  —  Clianirl«>  nf  ihn  Klihuimcn  — 
laCAtadc  Oran  —  Chapal  of  Notre  Dame  —  Splendid  View* 
Iratn  it — TrailUMa  r*>p*cting  aii  anciuiit  H*miit<(i>at  the  fcwi 
of  ika  Hill— Vo<ire  OSerinp  ia  th«  Chapvl  —  MoM  Joli  —  Sl- 
Cliir— Suralo  Fur. 
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Ati  rxcufsion  from  Havre  to  Hoiifleur,  and  even 
a  short  May  in  (he  Utter  town,  will  amply  repay  the 
'mquisiUTc  irsveller.  The  natural  sccDerv,  the  way 
of  life  of  the  )x-ople  in  aod  about  HonHcur,  their 
cufftoms.  tlicir  trajitionii,  and  Ukewiw  their  htHU)ry, 
are  Mitficicntly  inlcrc»titig.  On«  sailing  v<-ii«i.'l,  I^ 
FaasagcT,  still  plicK  betwrvn  Havre  and  Honfletir  ; 
but,  sificc  the  sieamerB  make  the  trip  regularly  every 
day,  she  rarely  has  more  than  a  few  passengers, 
unlesn  bod  weatlter  detains  the  tieamers  at  Havre, 
■ad  butiiK'M  pcreniptonly  calls  travellers  to  the 
oOirr  bank  of  th«  Seine. 

Nearly  the  wbulc  )nsMgc  from  one  bank  to  ihr 
oitber  presents   tbe  owit  bcauiiful  and   the  most 
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vsnecl  prospects.  Al  6rei  it  is  the  ahom  about 
Havre  that  rivel  our  attention :  and,  if  ihe  proxi- 
mity  of  the  town  impairs  thtir  g«»ra!  effect,  eveiy 
moment  that  wo  recede  from  them,  they  Wcitd  more 
and  more  into  a  whole ;  till  at  length  Havre,  the 
Cote  d'Ingouville,  risinf^arapbiiheatrically,  adorned 
with  a  hundnil  gardens  and  villas  (he  hteep  cUSV 
of  I,a  Hf  ve,  and  between  them  the  quirt  vale  of  St. 
AdrcKK',  lastly,  the  wa  and  the  Seine,  concur  lo 
form  one  grand,  hannoiiiout,  and  beautiful  picture. 

More  in  the  middle  of  the  river,  which  here  be- 
oomes  a  tea,  it  look*  like  a  vast  bay,  aw,  at  the  ter- 
mination of  the  view  upwards,  the  liillt  on  both 
banks  seem  to  mc«'t ;  while  on  the  other  side  the 
boundJeas  ocean  opens  upon  you.  At  length  ilie 
hills  on  the  left  bank  uf  ilie  Seine  appear  n>urc  di^ 
tinci,  and  part  into  the  moM  beautiful  aitd  riehty- 
clad  emincnit*,  nt  the  foot  of  which  »icTp  jajgced 
rucks  fonii  a  barrier  against  the  dttprednl»on«  of  the 
wa.  On  a  spring  day,  when  the  thousands  and  tens 
of  thousands  uf  apple  and  other  fruti-tree*  are 
wreathed  wiUi  hlosaonis,  tlie  scene  is  mart  bcauiifol 
than  you  often  imwi  with. 

But  wluit  gives  a  Mill  grraler  charm  to  tliislnpii 
the  legends  and  traditions  cunnct'ii-d  with  thcMhores 
on  the  rigbi  and  K-ft,  ami  fre(|uc(itly  with  the  very 
■pots  over  which  titc  vessel  is  glidii^,  onrl  whidi 
you  may  find  cither  in  lour*  in  the  environs,  or 
have  nt  limes  op  port  unities  of  liearing  iroui  i\k  lipa 
of  a  communicative  peasant  or  teaman. 

It  is   precisely   tiKse   traditioiit,   thU  bibil  of 
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doibiog  I  ninple  Cict  in  a  romanuf  dte«s,  and 
handinf;  it  down  to  posterity  in  taivs,  ballnds,  and 
provwlM,  ihU  mediod  of  animating  Nature,  the  luird 
rock,  the  blonoming  tree,  of  ntuching  recollection* 
to  it,  and  coaobltng  it  by  thr  natural  fioeiry  of  a 
■implt;  mind,  that  niill  bear  witness  to  ihtt  German 
blood  which  flows  in  the  veins  of  the  Normans. 

Do  you  tec  yon  tree  overtopping  all  the  oilier* 
(in  tlic  hill  above  llonfleur  ?  One  of  its  branchca  i« 
•0  beol  ihat  it  Ecems  to  turn  back  almost  to  the 
Hein,  while  another,  extended,  ixitnts  to  thedittance, 
and  iu  fohagc  has  some  mvmblance  to  m  large  head, 
with  a  sailor's  broad-brimmed  hat  upon  tt.  This  is 
the  BoDhommc  dc  'i'atouville. 

About  a  century  nince,  the  Seine  changed  xU  bed, 
aod  for  texenl  yean  the  curriMit  kept  eloae  to  tbe 
left  bank,  instead  of  running  as  it  now  doe«  again 
along  the  right.  This  circuRutanoe  threw  all  ibe 
pilau  and  sleersinen  into  no  titile  perplexity,  for 
lliey  were  obliged  to  Ktudy  tlie  liver  and  il*  bed 
afresh,  lest  tbey  should  strike  upon  its  many  saniU 
baaks,  and  pn-ci«cly  there  where  hitherto  (hey  hnd 
ailed  in  the  great«:^t  security.  An  old  pilot  of  Ts- 
tauiille,  who  had  often  risked  his  own  life  when 
there  was  a  chance  of  saving  the  live«  of  other*,  re- 
•bhred,  when  no  longer  able  to  direct  ihc  iKlm,  not 
to  r«liiK|uisb  his  vocation  to  prevciil  disaster,  and  to 
siGCour  those  who  are  in  danger.  And  so  he  went 
every  morning  before  dawn  of  day  to  the  spot  per- 
eeptible  front  a  great  di-itaitce  on  which  that  tree 
stands,  nnd  there  he  sUycd  till  laU'  at  uiglit    Wateh* 
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ful  and  unvrcnricd,  he  called  out  to  every  skipper 
(hat  )Hi»M.-d,  idling  hitn  how  be  ouf^bt  to  stcor,  ood 
wltst  dangerous  spots  he  ought  to  avoid,  and  wai 
thus  a  beocfaciur  to  ihouiandi,  til)  death  at  length 
iumtiioiii-d  him  fnmi  ihf  humane  duty  which  he 
luid  iiii[K)tH-(l  ii[)on  himself. 

For  ■  service  to  entirely  disintereetcd.  our  limes 
would,  prohablvi  have  bestowed  a  hit  of  red  rilund 
and  a  crosA,  und,  perhaps,  a  parugraph  in  a  i>tfw^ 
paper,  c«MnRi«»datory  of  the  giver  and  ihc  receiver ; 
it  may  be  too  not  im>  mitdi  as  that,  uuleM  chance 
had  conveyed  the  iiamc  of  the  iDan  to  the  drawiog. 
ruofl)  of  some  minister.  The  grateful  Nurraaoa 
cIhim-  a  memorial  of  the  bonhommedeTatouville,  as 
(he  sailors  call  (he  old  pilot, and  n  living  one,  nhicli 
every  year  bears  green  leaves,  and  bright  blossoms, 
and  fair  fruit.  And  then  tlie  people  without  oenw 
mony  made  a  saint  uf  the  good  man  of  'ra(ounlle, 
and  iionfi-iTu)  on  hini  Ihi;  gift  of  |MTfiirniing  mira- 
cles, hvciiusc  in  his  life-time  he  had  rendrred  kind 
offices  (o  hit  fellow-creatures.  They  relate  oon- 
cerning  this  tree,  thai,  when  the  honhomme  d«  Ta- 
touviliv  felt  that  the  day  Hosappruoching  un  which 
Death  would  call  him  from  his  post,  he  prayed  to 
God  to  K-nJ  him  ii  successor,  u|>on  which  (he  staff 
that  au(^rtcd  the  hoary  Maniaii  struck  roo(  in  (be 
ground,  grew  up,  assumed  the  shajie  of  (lie  bon- 
homme,  and  has  from  tliai  time  pointed  (lie  way  to 
T«Mel>  in  hia  stead.  The  tree  wa*  nlln)  after  htm 
le  bonlwmme  dc  Taloiiville,  and  it  is  Tmcraied  by 
the  people  like  the  shhoc  of  a  saioi,  uul  tlie  com- 
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iDunesof  the  whulv  country'  rCMiiid  cunlribute  th«ir 
quoU  for  its  prolKiiun  and  pix-sefvation,  bn'min?,  u 
WH  have  ufaficrved,  it  is  Mill  itic  blooming  B»d  fntit- 
bcaring  guide  and  director  oft  Ik-  nMvigaior. 

OppiMU'  lo  Honflrur,  nol  far  from  Huvre,  ihcre 
«u  txfure  the  Itci-olution  a  chspd  called  Nolrv 
Damv  dn  Saget.  Uf  ihia  chapel,  too,  a  miraculuus 
•tory  u  rtflaied.  In  forrnvf  tinic*  H<>nfleur  was 
once  bcuWged  by  (he  Englit^h-  Under  cover  of 
night,  soim;  bold  6s)ier(nen  l«ft  ihe  town  in  their 
boat  to  carrv  ibe  tidingn  lo  the  conitnander  of  die 
French  arR)y  ai  llutivn.  No  tuoncr  were  tliey  out 
of  the  hnrbour  thtui  such  a  heavy  fall  of  siiow  cnmr 
on,  that  ih«y  could  not  keep  the  righl  track,  and  at 
latt  found  themtelTes,  to  their  vxtri-nie  niorti  ft  cation 
and  terror,  at  Havre,  wIktc  ifiey  were  in  imminent 
danger  of  failing  into  the  hands  of  their  enemies, 
and  U-ing  hanged  as  spiea.  A  prayer  to  Notre 
Dame  cauwd  (he  snow  lo  ceaie,  and  ever  afterwards 
thin  chapel  wat  called  Notre  Dame  dex  Neige«. 
Time  ha*  not  fparvil  the  chajK'l,  a»  it  ha^i  the  good 
man.  The  Revolution  laid  its  iron  hand  upon  it, 
aod  has  left  nut  a  *e»tige  of  its  existence. 

The  very  bed  of  the  river  over  which  the  vcnel  it 
rapidly  borne  ha*  it*  hi»ti>rit-«.  One  of  ihcsc  was 
related  to  me  by  our  hclmsninn. 

"  ^Vhen  I  was  a  boy  " — be  might  be  about  forty 
—  '*  I  unor  nw  such  a  wedding;  as  n  very  seldom 
held.  A  journeyman  watchmaker,  an  excellent 
fellow,  married  his  nta&ter's  daughter, and  ihcy  were 
such  a  pair  thai  it  did  people's  hcsrt&  giKxl  to  look 
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U  thrm.  The  old  waiclintttker  was  rich,  *»d  gkv» 
ahuidsoEDe  ireni  tu  ihe  welding  |)arly.  Next  iluy, 
the  nearest  friends  of  llie  bride-  and  bridtgnioai 
helped  to  clear  avay  the  remains  of  ilic  funst,  and 
after  dinner  they  went  lugfthcr  in  a  boot  to  a  sand- 
bank full  half  u  k-iiguL-  lung,  whidi  U  left  dry  every 
day  at  ebb-tide.  Yom  will  ate  it  hy  and  by  higher 
up  the  Seine. 

"  The  merry  party  drew  the  boat  upon  ihu  und, 
and  all  of  iheni  were  Mjon  danciitj;  cheerily  around 
the  fiddler  ihcy  had  brought  with  them.  The  water 
be^un  (o  rise,  but  they  were  too  busy  witli  ihetr 
sport  to  obscrA-e  that  the  circle  upon  which  they 
were  dancing  was  getting  soialler  and  bmallcr. 
When  the  fidtiler  gave  up  playing,  and  they  looked 
about  for  the  bout,  it  was  far  fnan  the  nnd-bank, 
and  the  current  was  drifting  it  away  at  a  great  rate. 
This  pot  on  end  to  ibcir  sport,  and  a  cruel  end  it 
was.  Not  one  of  them  could  swim  to  overuke  the 
boat ;  besides,  it  might  by  tht!i  time  be  too  far  off. 
We  afterwards  saw  it  a  league  from  the  sand-bank. 
This  grew  smaller  from  minute  to  minute.  The 
iounds  of  mirth  were  turned  into  shrielis  of  de&poir 
andcriea  for  help;  but  tbc»e  cries  were  drowned  by 
the  dasliing  of  the  wavcD,  and  it  was  not  till  the 
sand-bank  was  almost  entirely  covered  hy  the  water 
ttut  the  distress  of  the  party  upon  it  was  perceived 
frocD  iIm;  slwre.  Twenty  or  thirty  boats  put  olT  ini- 
mediuU'Iy.  I  lea|>od  iniu  my  father's,  and  wc  all 
rowed  as  if  fur  our  hves.  But  the  water  kept 
risiflg,  and  at  lost  the  whole  party,  thirteen  men  ood 
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•om«D,  had  ooly  just  ground  cnoufrh  to  stAnd  oii. 
And  ihcD  we  saw  ibein  fail  upon  tlmr  knees,  and 
lift  their  hands  towardii  )i<.'aven :  anil  wc  pulled 
away  harder  ihai)  ever.  Uiii  tli«  wnler  got  higher 
and  rougher,  as  if  angry  that  it  was  kqit  so  long 
froD)  aciziog  ita  prey.  We  saw  u  encUxiing  th«Di 
by  dtgnetf  and  heard  nl  liim-s  through  the  roaring 
of  the  wave*  a  cry  (w  ttdp  that  cut  us  to  the  heart. 
Bard  as  we  worked,  we  made  way  but  slowly,  for 
ibe  wind  too  waa  against  ii.i ;  and  we  were  yrt  a 
good  bit  froui  ihrm,  aitd  we  were  iko  foretnoot,  too, 
when  a  wave  came  rolling  and  broke  over  them,  and 
earned  tbnn  away.  All  wc  saw  afterwards  wnn  l)i« 
dotbes  of  the  womeo  two  or  thn-e  times  on  the  sur> 
face  of  the  water,  and  llien  thc«e  alfo  diMp|>cared. 
Their  last  dirivk  of  agony  rang  froin  boit  lo  liuai, 
and  it  was  soow  little  time  bi-fore  we  wrrr  calm 
enough  to  say  a  PaternoaUr  tor  their  souls.  Till 
nty  dying  day  I  iholl  not  forget  it. 

*'  'niufe  were  Mrletn  uf  tbLtn,  and  they  were 
HMTfied  on  a  Friday.  The  old  wstvhinakvr  was  a 
freethinker,  and  would  have  it  ao,  or  we  should  cer- 
tainly have  saved  them,"  added  the  steersman,  and 
thought  that  he  had  said  something  an  profuund  as 
a  German  profenor,  who  nssum  his  iiuditora  that 
be  has  found  the  key  to  the  mystery  of  the  creation 
of  the  tinivcrse.  I  took  little  notice  at  the  mnment 
of  thia  oonclusion,  and  Ksroely  rcniarked  that  the 
Nonuao  isjust  as  sujierstitiou*  as  the  peasantry  of 
northern  Eurofw ;  for  lie  further  »aid  ;  "  Ni-xt  day 
««  found  the  bride  and  bndt^room  lucked  in  eavli 
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Dilter'c  amu  od  the  beach,  and  Uw  day  after  that 
tile  uhole  tuwti  went  to  the  death-wtdding,  as  wr 
called  the  fuiti-nil."  Thin  conclusion,  an  well  a&  iW 
wtwic  melancholy  scene,  took  such  stronfr  bold  of 
my  iniafiinuuon.  that  I  could  not  shake  oiT  iu  cfltct, 
till  (he  buitile  on  tlie  (]uay  of  Uotifleur  rouM-d  inr 
rrum  my  roverKii. 

The  tmvcllcr  who  snivcB  in  the  steamer  m  the 
harbour  of  llonfleur,  and  observes  the  busy  and 
animated  seetic  m\  the  two  quays,  will,  ceriniuly, 
at  tlie  limt  moment,  form  a  wrung  estimate  of  the 
character  of  the  town.  The  whole  beau  monde  of 
Honfleur,  all  the  loungers,  many  who  have  buiiness 
with  pcnuint  arriving  there,  the  waiiem  at  the 
hoteU  and  innn,  who  thruHt  their  card*  into  the 
haudk  uf  [MiMcngers  the  coiKluclurs  of  the  coaches 
fur  Caen,  Huuen,  and  ihe  environs  who  with 
loud  voice  proclaim  the  time  of  their  depurture, 
and  how  many  placea  they  have  still  to  dispoie 
uf,  are  here  mingled  oiie  among  nnniher,  to  that 
it  it  not  without  difficulty,  and  perhaps  a  few 
punches  in  the  ribs,  that  you  can  make  your  way 
through  them.  But  all  this  btutle  9ubtiidc«  in  the 
next  ten  minute*,  and  is  nut  rrnewed  till  ihe  de^ 
parture  of  the  stoamcr.  With  the  exception  of  iltese 
two  oiomenifl,  which  form  an  epoch  in  the  munoto- 
niius  life  of  liie  itihabiianis  of  Honfleur,  the  town  is 
dull  and  dt'ud  ;  the  Mreet>  iitv  empty,  and  you  nRvt 
nobody,  unless  here  and  there  on  individual  who 
has  |)erhnps  left  his  business  for  a  ntomeat  to  call 
upon  a  neighbour. 

Hunfleurf  the  origin  of  which  is  buried  Id  the 
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night  of  antiquily,  mut,  bcrure  ili«  building  of  I  lavrr, 
a  pUeeof  comidcfvblc  ommcrciiil  imfmrtunce  :  but, 
aoce  the  foundauon  of  thai  town,  tlu'  lunnlicr  of  its 
inhafailsxiU  tiaa  dwindled  froni  seventeen  ihousaod 
U>  rigtit  lliouHand.  The  name  of  Hunfleur  ihe 
town  owes  lu  iIk-  Saxons  or  Frunks,  iintl  it  ntay  give 
some  weight  to  the  popular  notion  ttuil  it  wan  buUt 
by  finie*.  Inde«d  this  alone  ia  sufHcicni  to  attest 
the  RDcient  preornce  of  Germans  in  ihiN  country. 
In  the  manners  and  cuMoitis  trf  tlii«  niitii|ue  town, 
one  meets  with  other  indications  of  Uul  circum- 
wuice. 

The  jimilioli  of  Honfleur,  i-ufK-cially  hefure  Havre 
was  buitt,  must  have  drawn  to  it  the  attention  of 
ihote  wbo  wiahed  to  be  masters  of  the  river  tience 
it  WB*  fre({u«ntly  besieged  by  the  Knghsti,  teveral 
limes  taken,  but  thvaMAilanl*  wen-oflencr  n-piilsed. 
In  the  WOTS  bi-tween  the  CttthohcK  and  tlie  Pro- 
UUants,  it  wu  sumelimes  in  possession  of  the  one, 
■omMiiiiea  of  the  other  party  ;  and,  hostile  to  inno- 
vation*.  when  oucupicd  by  the  Leaguer*,  it  sig- 
odtzcd  itwlf  by  sdeHperatenVisunce  to  Henry  IV., 
who  did  at  hut  re<iuce  it,  but  nut  without  immense 
exertions.  Notctt  in  aneient  times  fur  their  cum- 
roerce,  tite  inhabitants  uf  Hoiitleur  were  likewiM> 
the  bc»t  and  iiMnt  daring  teamen,  and  this  character 
ibey  still  maintiiin.  Keiioit  Paulmier,  iif  Himlleur, 
was  one  of  the  tirst  who  mi\ni  round  the  Cape  at 
Good  Hope  aHer  Vaaco  di  Gama ;  Micvre,  anotbn- 
towmman,  lint  formed  commercial  connexions  for 
FraDcc  with  Java  and  Sumatra ;  rear>admiral  H&> 
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iiwlin,  who  ID  the  Imt  war  with  Spain  cuaimarMjol 
llie  French  Hixl  IkTotc  Codii,  rvtir-aJiniral  Mo- 
tard,  aod  Cnpiain  Mord  Ucaulicu,  show  thai  down 
to  the  present  day  the  natives  uf  Hunflcur  have  not 
ditgraoKl  tlieir  forvfallten.  Tht  great  mnjurity  of 
the  people  of  Honflcur  arc  now  lishcrnwi.  Thr 
trade  of  the  town  is  lioittctl  to  the  iniportaltoD  of 
Norway  limber  and  Kngli&b  coal,  and  to  Ihc  ex- 
portation of  poultry,  Kgg*t  and  friut,  to  Enjjlaad, 
This  trade  wiili  Englntid  i»  still  of  very  conoidvrabte 
importance,  nnd  amounts  anniuilly  to  it,SO0,iJ00 
kilograminot,  half  of  tlic  toul  export  of  thcw 
articles  in  (he  Channel.  There  an-  likewise  in  Hon* 
fleur  EOR>e  maoufaciones  of  chemical  prodiwia,  a 
augar-re6ncry,  and  lastly  the  wives  of  the  fishcr> 
DtenamI  t a Ixiuner* employ  ihctniwlvvtin  lace- making 
in  ihove  huiin  when  they  are  iiol  ohlt)^)  to  assiat 
their  husbands.  Honfleur  beer  too  is  talked  of  in 
Nornutndy;  but  it  is  bad  enough,  and  only  a  little 
better  than  the  beverage  in  gintenl  to  which  people 
here  are  p!ea«cd  to  fiivv  the  name  uf  berr. 

Thecharacterof  the  town  is  dull  and  melancholy. 
I'he  bouses  an  oid,  but  they  derive  do  venerable 
up|)earance  from  their  anti<|uiiy,  for  they  are  moMtly 
tmall.  p'tiDled  iiud  white  nulled,  roofed  with  slater 
and  the  walls  in  part  covered  with  the  same  ma- 
terial. The  people  are  bonesi,  bold,  rvcklen  of 
danger,  persevering, and  attached  to  nld  inMilutioD*. 
The  men  arc  robust,  in  geoeral  not  tall,  and  ileodcr. 
llic  women  err  ttandsonie,  and  you  frequently  ice 
among  them  cocliiuiting  figures. 
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The  •tUf'hiiMHit  of  lt»e  p^ple  of  Hunllcur  tu  old 
thing*  *ih1  t>l(l  cu!^lon»,  ilruck  irawllcr*  twu  ccn- 
tunea  ago,  when  they  mw  ihcm  in  their  somowhat 
•otiqde  ouuume.  Evelyn,  about  the  middle  of  ihe 
acrmtrvlli  century,  wya ;  —  "  HoiiAc-ur  u  it  poor 
lihing-utwn,  t»ut  rcinarknble  for  any  ihiof;;  bul  ibe 
noi^lftr  thougl)  practical  drrat  of  itie  people.  They 
make  their  clothi-s  hirre  of  tlic  skint  of  beam  aiid 
other  animals,  where,  as  in  otiicr  places  along  the 
cosst,  tbey  go  in  wretched  ra^."  Itear-skiiis,  io- 
doed,  are  no  lotiger  in  vogue,  bui  the  pet^le  of 
HMtHrur  are  no  fotlowen  of  the  iiiudtrni  faKliwut. 
They  are  what  they  were,  bluff,  lieariy  NormaDs; 
Uie  iiieo  excellem  fathers  the  moibcrB  iiidusiriou* 
hoiitcwiim.  The  very  dfcumiitanoL-  that  the  Gxher- 
NM'n'a  «ive«  here,  at  in  othiT  pnrls  of  NorniaDdy, 
besides  ibc  work  which  tbey  hnvc  to  do  for  their 
binbands  in  the  way  of  their  bu&ine-is,  and  their 
dooKMic  concemo,  find  lime  fur  lace-niaking,  i> 
evidence  in  tlwir  farour.  But  they  ure  tnure  iluiii 
indu»triou«  workwomen,  for  a  trait  tU.it  it  here  rv- 
lal*d  of  their  conduct  during  the  last  war  between 
El^aiul  and  France  would  serve  lo  prove,  if  »uch 
a  ctrcunutaiicv  really  happened,  that  they  are  aJw 
courageous  at»d  devoU<d  wtvn.     The  story  i»  tliis. 

The  commander  of  the  Engli*b  naval  force 
off  this  part  of  the  yreoeh  coast,  having  formed 
the  design  of  |>enetniting  into  the  mouths  of  the 
S«»e  and  Ome,  gave  ordern  for  capturing  all  the 
firfMrmcn  of  Ifonlleur,  wlio  had  pri-vir>usly  been 
■uSfared  to  pursue  their  avocation  uiimult-sled,  and 
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keep  ihetn  as  prisoners  on  board  the  English  ships, 
as  lliey  had  tune  and  all  n-fusni  lo  pilot  ihein  into 
the  rivvf ,  A  Ti-w  ti^iag-bualx,  irbidi  were  liK'ky 
enough  to  escape,  carried  these  tidings  lo  Hunftcur. 
The  wives  of  the  capturetl  men,  instend  of  indulging 
ID  U!>ele«)  laincnuiioRs,  resolved  lo  cnitnrk  in  the 
vessels  whidi  were  yel  left,  lo  steer  for  the  Eng- 
lisl)  Bi'el,  and  pereniptdrily  demand  the  release  of 
their  hu^iaodn.  Aecordingly,  ihe  flotilla  of  lifting- 
hdikIm,  manned  exclusively  by  women,  Mulvd  out 
oTlhe  liofbour.  and  made  direet  fur  tl»c  admirnl's 
ship.  Having  reached  her,  thev  sent  ■  deputation 
to  the  admiral,  charged  lu  ituisi  on  the  release  of 
tltcir  hiislMnds,  or  ni  UmoI  on  sharing  their  impnson- 
ntenl,  and  to  d(.-clare  that,  iti  esse  of  the  rrfuhal  of 
boili  these  demands,  they  would  clamber  on  board 
without  ceremuny. 

It  in  easy  to  conceive  wliat  an  impresaon  this 
threat  of  the  K»-«iiiazons  of  llonfleur  muvt  have 
produced  on  the  oomniander.  After  laughing  ai>d 
joking  with  them  for  some  time,  he  thought  fit  to 
relcttsi-  the  men  ;  llie  women  r«-lum<-d  with  them  in 
triumph,  anil  rntcrm)  the  harbour  nniidst  the  accU- 
maltoni  of  all  Honfieur.  If  this  story  be  true,  I 
caotvot  help  thinking  that  it  reflects  as  much  honour 
on  the  fiirlK-araiKB  nod  huinnnily  of  the  British 
admiral  as  on  the  patrioiic  spirit  of  the  fisbcnnen, 
and  tile  conjugal  atiachmetii  of  their  helpmates. 

We  find  a  passage  in  early  history  strongly  illus- 
truiive  of  ilie  martial  spirit  of  the  Norntan  women 
uf  tl»ose  days.     Ethelred,  king  of  £ngland,  sent  « 
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fleet  and  an  army  (o  Nonnand;,  with  orders  (o  \»y 
wtalc  the  wbole  country  trilh  firv  and  aword,  to 
>pirc  oothittg  but  Mont  St.  Michel,  and  ta  bring 
bicic  to  bim  Kidmnl  11.,  dukeurNurmaod)-,  Blive, 
sod  with  hU  hands  bound  bthiiul  him.  Three 
months  afterwards,  the  shattered  remoiitt  of  this 
army  returned  to  England.  "  Most  potent  king," 
isid  its  conimandi-r,  *'  wu  huvc  not  «een  Duke 
Richard,  but  to  our  mishap,  we  hud  to  fight  with 
the  tavage  people  of  n  country,  where  wc  found  not 
only  very  brave  nifii  but  also  women,  who  ruihed 
into  llie  thickest  of  ihi;  fray,  and  who  sma«liMl  the 
•culls  of  their  stoutest  adverMiries  with  the  yoke  by 
neuis  of  which  they  carry  ihrir  watif-huckeis."  It 
woa  lo  the  wmncn  of  Lower  Normondy  in  which 
Hoofleur  is  situated,  that  the  EDf;li»h  commander 
|Bve  this  chuncter. 

The  Germans  and  the  Gauls  may  alike  lay  claim 
to  th<^  hmt'LTy  of  the  women  of  Normandy  as  b^ng 
denvHl  from  ihcm.  Tacitus  tells  lit  how  the  wo- 
men of  the  ancient  Gennans  fought,  and  another 
ancient  writer  (Marcellin.  lib.  xv,,  c.  11.)  says  oon- 
wniiog  ihiHM!  of  the  Gauls:  "Several  foreigners 
united  would  not  be  able  to  withstand  one  Gaul 
aoMSled  by  his  wife ;  for  these  women  have  funni- 
dable  weapons  in  liieir  feet  as  well  as  their  lists, 
the  blows  of  which  produce  the  eSeci  of  a  stone 
flung  at  tlie  head."  For  my  purl,  I  am  dtt>poscd  to 
think  tluit  in  ilic  inircpidily  of  tliu  Honfleur  wonien 
the  Gallic  principle  is  more  prcdoniinunt  than  the 
Germaa ;   for  cultivation  has  uiadi-   the   Gcmwn 
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womcD  much  more  palieot  and  gentle  ihao  ih« 
French. 

'I'bc  Et>);1itJi  seviii  never  to  have  bcvn  very  kuc- 
cenful  will)  thv  French  wumcn.  Wc  have  wen  how 
ihcy  were  sent  home  by  those  of  Noniioiidy,  mid  a 
few  centuries  Ulcr  ihey  were  driven  out  of  Franoe 
by  two  women,  the  Maid  of  Orleans  and  Agnea 
Sorel.  Thut  no  gruclj^-  i*  on  lhi»  acouunt  Itorne 
tuward*  ihem,  atHl  tho«v  of  lloiifleiir  in  iwrlKuturi 
u  evident  from  the  number  of  English  fnmilin  gsa- 
stuitly  re&iding  there. 

\V  hoover  would  Htudy  the  poetry  of  the  mariner's 
life  ought  to  lix  hiinscir  for  a  while  in  a  lUliing- village 
or  sinAll  const  town  like  llonflctir,  chiofly  inlmbiied 
by  fishermen  and  pilots.  Among  the  sealaring 
people  of  the  larger  |x)rts,  tl)c  aailors  of  the  Toyal 
navy  act  llie  inoKl  conKjiicuou*  part ;  but  thia  class 
duwnward  i»  tu  brutalized  that  the  study  of  it  can 
excite  only  profound  di§guBt.  The  fishermen,  on  the 
contrary,  owing  to  cauie^  to  which  i  have  already 
ad  verted,  are  in  geneml  nut  only  courageuus  seaioen, 
but  u  vigorous  liv-jirty  nev,  sound  in  kiuI  and  Inidy. 
Whoever  Mishes  tu  make  hiniiclf  acquiuninl  with 
their  character  must  observe  them  at  home  wilh 
their  fiiniilic«,  at  market,  on  boanl  ihnr  vesseU, 
and  during  a  storm.  At  hoinci  induklrioui  and 
gentle  as  lambs,  but,  when  exdied,  bold  as  lions  i 
at  market,  honest,  cle\'er,  and  sometimes  cunning ; 
un  board,  strict,  stem,  silent,  and  im|>rrioui ;  aitd 
Ustly,  when  (he  storm  comes  on,  hastening  tomrds 
tliv  shore,  yet  looking  around  with  scniliRixiog  eys, 
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to  sev  whether  thtrt  m  aay  tcmc)  in  dan^r  snd  in 
aeed  of  tooooiir.  or  if  91)  riiof*,  flinging  thembclves 
into  ibe  Trail  bark,  defying  the  wn  sitd  it»  utmo«t 
fury,  risking  their  liven  without  oonsidcriiii;,  wiih- 
oat  heaiialing,  louvetliOHe  of  others— «uch  arc  the 
viciuiiudn  in  th«  hiimhle  career  ol  llie«>e  people, 
tqn&Uy  pUia,  unassutniog,  and  iDtrcpid. 


The  moment  the  tnveller  «lep«  oul  of  the 
Mauncr,  hr  i*  UKinlly  Mirround1.1l  t>y  k-gf^ar-buvA, 
■nd  mtketi  if  ho  would  like  to  hi-  miiducied  to  the 
Cote  de  Grace.  If  he  hasnoihiog  particular  to  do, 
let  him  take  one  of  thi^e  uni^ius  for  his  guide ; 
but,  if  he  can  mi  contrive  it,  ]k\  hiiu  usc«nd  the  hill 
when  tbc  suit  is  about  M'lling.  A  broad  path,  bor- 
dered CD  both  udea  by  thick  bunhca.  allowing  uftly 
twre  and  there  n  glimpite  of  the  diMant  prospect, 
leads  to  the  lofi  of  tiie  hill.  On  arriving  there, 
you  first  see  on  the  right  a  miisiunary  cross  as 
high  as  a  house,  and  on  the  leti,  embosomed  id 
trce»,  the  cJispel  of  Notre  Diimc-  da  Grace. 

Oa  emerging  from  the  shady  path  and  reaching 
the  foot  of  the  cross,  a  view  such  as  you  nirdy 
neet  with  opens  ujaxi  you.  You  stand  on  the 
marfpa  of  a  sleep  and  pretty  high  rock,  command* 
tog  a  prospect  oi'  the  S^ne,  the  opposite  bunk,  and 
the  liouniDrM  SCft,  dotted  with  sails  as  far  as  the 
eye  can  dincrrn.  Small  barks  crooa  one  anoilier, 
•Mne  hastening  into  port,  othera  flying  out,  like 
strallows  in  a  tiioming  for  food  for  tbcir  youog. 
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McTc  and  there,  bMween  ihese  barks,  yoa  peroeiv 
the  swelling  canvAM  of  a  Uirce-mostcd  vessel, 
steadily  ploughing  the  waves — an  coglc  among  the 
kwalJuws,  On  the  other  side,  sgain,  stnimrn,  like 
innn»iers,  vomit  fKsh  duuda  of  ttmoke,  and  dash 
thn>ugh  tlie  bcnling  billows.  By  wajr  of  contraM, 
at  the  foot  of  the  hill  on  which  we  are  standing  lies 
a  small  tract  of  land  interspersed  with  fragmenU  of 
rock,  surrounded  bj  p«tchi-s  of  grevntwurd,  with 
Oiltle  giBiing  upon  them — before  us  the  epio  of 
the  M>a  in  its  awful  beauty,  nt  our  fcrt  (he  idjrl  of 
a  rural  landitcape  in  the  profuundest  repose. 

And  then  n  sunset  on  this  spot !  I  was  here  one 
evening  when  the  firmament  was  oonrcd  with  dark 
clouds.  Id  the  west  one  stripe  of  Ktire  sk^r  was 
peft«ptibte,  with  lieavy  elouds  above  and  bvlow 
it.  As  the  Hun  approached  tli«  si'a,  he  tJnged 
Uic  margin  of  the  clouds  bordering  that  open 
s|>aoc,  srwl  the  tinta  were  reflected  by  the  whoJe 
expanse  of  sva  Iwtween  La  Cote  d«  Grace  and  tha 
boriion.  At  length  the  sun  burst  forth  in  AiU 
splendour  at  that  ofwning.  lie  was  reflected  in 
the  M-a,  where  he  created  a  fiery  torrent  of  boiling, 
leaping,  gushing  gold,  the  suurce  of  which  was  at 
uur  feel,  and  whicli  wm  lost  in  the  distiinoe.  This 
torrent  of  gold  was  tlic  more  b«-atitiful  from  being 
aharply  defined  between  the  black  douda  rsflectcd 
by  tliv  sea  on  either  side  of  it.  Here  and  tJiere  a 
ve»»d  was  nailing  in  this  stream,  and  threw  back 
a  ndiaoco  like  the  halo  that  wc  sec  arouitd  the 
head  of  a  saint  or  martyr. 
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On  this  spot  I  would  fain  hsve  built  nijself  a 
ubernade,  had  there  DOt  been  iilready  a  chiipel 
there,  w  which  all  the  devout  |)co|>Ic  of  the  nwnlry 
Mid  travelling  rnreigncrs  make  pilgrimages.  The 
people  felt  like  myself  that  an  hermitage  was  an  in- 
dt^Diahle  aoconijKmiiuent  to  Huch  a  spot,  and 
thereforr  preiwrvcd  lite  tnnlilion  which  place*  the  hill 
in  poaKsaon  of  its  right.  At  the  (bot  of  the  Cute  de 
Grace,  on  (hose  little  meudowH  between  the  masses 
of  rock,  report  plocca  tlw  hcrntitnge  of  an  obbott 
Dttmcd  Gcrcmcr  dc  Pontnllc.  The  monk))  had 
•Irvady  begun  to  discover  that,  in  spite  of  the  vowa 
of  chastity,  poverty,  and  huinility,  it  was  powible 
to  Itve  right  joviallj  in  a  convent,  when  tWm  abbot, 
a  *VTj  pioa%  Dtun,  who  prayed  and  fniilMl  a  great 
deal,  strove  to  persuade  bis  friars  that  they  could 
not  do  belter  than  follow  his  example.  The  jolly 
monks  werv  highly  offended,  and  conceived  a 
grudge  against  llm  uhltot ;  bnl,  as  be  had  authority 
lo  add  force  to  persuasion,  ihcy  were  obliged  to  dis- 
trnble.  At  length  the  restraint  became  too  irk- 
some, and  ihvy  tlftertntiK-d  to  stop  the  trade  of  the 
refornier  by  a  little  revolution,  and  to  get  rid  of 
him,  A  miracle — so  layi  tradition — rcxcucil  liim 
from  tJie  hands  of  his  rel)ellious  brethren.  He  fled 
trom  tlie  ctMivcui,  retired  to  the  rock*  at  the  foot 
of  La  Cou-  dc  Gra(.-e,  and  turned  hermit.  The 
monks  soon  discovered  his  retreat,  and  xtnt  depu- 
ties, wlio  assured  him  of  their  repentance,  and  be- 
NHiglit  him  to  return  to  the  convent.  So  long  aa  ho 
refused,  all  weal  on  well,  and  the  monks  lived  a«  they 
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plcancd.  At  length,  gi^'ing  credit  to  ihtrir  declani- 
iNiiis  of  repeatuDoe,  ihe  abbot  pronii.sed  theni  to  re- 
turn oil  thv  Inllowiiig  (lay  to  itiv  viiiiv<iit,  but  WM 
prevented  by  utniraclri  for  on  ibcnrxtdoyiliff  monks 
related  that  in  the  night,  while  ihey  were  singing  the 
Horiu,  the  idihut  stwd  bodily  Iwrore  ihvnt,  and  told 
themthat  hehodjuDtgonruptuhravcn.  Tltryther^ 
fore  proclaimed  him  a  saint,  and  built  him  an  altar. 
A  few  dayi  alterwards,  thu  liiliermen  at  tlie  foot  of 
tli«  hill  Tuund  a  monk's  fruck  in  their  iK'ts,  «nd  ■ 
little  furtlM-r  olT  u  liody,  whicli  would  almost  lead 
one  to  siippotc  that  the  pious  abbot  had  pulled  off 
ht!t  cl(ithe«  bd'ore  he  co(nm«aoed  bis  anenwoai 
and  that  in  hi*  flight  tie  had  not  met  with  iMttcr 
luck  than  Icurus  Thv  pc«pl«,  on  the  other  hand, 
said  that  the  nionkx  had  killed  him,  which  n 
Hurcely  coni-eivable,  »«eing  that  lii:  Itod  already  )>etn 
Mvcd  by  one  miracle,  atid  a  second  would  havcooM 
no  more  trouble  th.iii  the  lirst.  When  you  find  Mich 
Btories  as  tlits  current  among  the  peo|^e,  you  anr 
attonitlK'd  tliut,  in  «])ite  of  them,  the  influence  of 
the  monks  and  of  ihe  clergy  in  jtrneral  could  so  long 
maintain  ils  ground ;  and  nothing  hut  the  all-pcv- 
vailing  eoDKiouuuita  of  our  own  notbingnew  can 
etplain  this  ooniradietioi).  JMiui  widom  Uum  the 
feeling  thai  he  it  launched  at  random  into  tlie  tem- 
pM  of  VifCt  and  therefore  gTUp*  At  the  6t»t  plank 
irithin  liix  mu:h,  in  hope*  that  it  will  bring  him  in 
■ftty  to  the  shore. 

The  chapel  of  Noire  Dame  de  Grace  \»  juM 
tuch  a  chafMl  ax  many  huttdred  other*:  it  m  Un 
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Hiccrssor  of  oDe  more  anvient,  built  by  Willinni  the 
Conqupror,  because  \a  a  storm,  before  his  expntU 
tion  to  Eo^aod,  he  had  solicited  a  little  miracle 
frooi  the  Virgin  Mary,  ami  »tM.'  had  bevn  ^ciou»ly 
plwwpd  to  ^ant  Wis  prayer.  The  hch  siib>4^^ucntly 
ws»heri  ftway  that  part  of  the  rock  of  the  Cote  de 
Grace,  on  which  the  Conqueror**  chapri  »taud ;  and 
it  wonlil  nininnt  Mvm  a*  if  Nqiltiiw  hud  rptdved  to 
revenge  hitmelf  in  this  manner  on  Notre  Dame  for 
all  the  vetuels  that  she  had  saved  rroiii  his  clutrbM. 
Pious  inhubiiaiit-t  ol'  Hnnflrur  thon  built  the 
present  clia]Mrl,  and  proved  that  the  victory  of  the 
sea  o«er  the  rock,  on  which  sluod  the  temple  where 
its  pOTcr  wan  contested,  luid  by  no  meiinx  shaken 
that  rock  u|x>n  which  th«ir  faith  was  founded. 

The  chapel  conliuns  u  great  number  of  picturee 
and  other  otijects  attestiof;  the  miraculous  protec- 
tion of  Notre  Dame  dv  Grace.  Crutches,  silver 
handa  and  fevt,  urnis  and  legs,  are  every  where  the 
order  of  the  day  in  wonder* working  churches,  and 
there  is  no  lack  of  them  here.  Hut,  beudea  these 
article*,  then.-  arc  great  nunitwrs  of  shifw  painted 
oo  canvass,  carved  in  wood,  or  engraved  on  bniss, 
which  have  all  been  suspended  here  by  seamen, 
bocattse  the  Rleued  Virgin  had  bnNighi  ihi'm  safe 
into  port  in  spiic  of  storms  and  wcnihi-r.  In  Nor- 
mandy, you  hare  frequent  occasion  to  remark  the 
religious  B[»rit  of  the  people,  which,  however,  is  too 
apt  to  beget  superstition.  Hcrcj  on  La  Cote  (U 
Notre  Dame  de  Grace,  may  be  wiincased  a  scene 
llwt  oertttnlj  occurs  no  wbcre  else  but  in  Italy  or 
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Spun.  Formrrly,  it  was  Tcry  oAen  the  ciuc  that, 
wlwn  a  vessel  hi>d  outlived  a  storm,  in  which  the 
crew  never  failed  to  implore  the  protecltoa  of  tlie 
oiotlivr  of  God,  the  whole  of  itiem,  luircfoot  and 
■trip)H)il  lo  ihmr  xhirte,  iwHorimsl  n  pil};riniiigc  to 
the  cha|)el  of  Nolr«  Dainv  de  Grace,  and  there  re- 
turned thanks  belore  they  went  home.  This  kind 
of  pii^rimiigi-  may  otitl  Ik-  witiic^M^d  occiuaoiialljr, 
though.  Indu'd,  it  Uan  t)«CDcnc  much  more  rare. 

Whit-Monday  is  held  here  as  a  great  testival,  oa 
which  thuusaiidf)  of  vi^ters  Inxii  tir  and  near 
throng  to  thiK  s|)<)t.  The  littlv  cIiu|k-1  can  scarcely 
be  seen  tor  tents ;  and  I  can  attest  that  the  nuljr 
vcHCCfl  of  the  choristers,  and  the  bray  ol'  the  ser- 
pents in  tlic  ninrniiig,  are  as  nothing  in  cumjiurison 
with  the  rejoicing*  of  Utc  people,  am)  the  songs  of 
the  lads  and  lasses  in  the  evening ;  and,  as  there 
were  no  nunnerin  in  the  time  of  the  Virpo,  I 
cannot  think  that  she  h  ill  lake  tliis  evening  aerviee 
much  amixs 

A  Kccimd  pnih  Imds  from  the  tofi  of  the  hill  over 
a  spot  that  in  called  M0411  Joli.  This  Mont  Joli  is 
only  a  few  hundred  paces  from  the  chapel,  and 
forms  a  sort  of  plateau,  from  which  a  xigtag  jiath 
runs  to  the  foot  of  the  hill.  When  you  have 
rrachcd  ihc  pbitcaii,  j'oii  have  Ix-fbre  you  a  pra- 
■pevi  as  different  from  the  other  as  a  Swiss  landscape 
is  from  a  sea-view.  The  hill  on  which  you  stand 
shuts  out  the  sea.  Ilefore  }OU  lies  the  current  of 
llw  Seine  for  milea  and  miles,  enclosed  compUteJy 
with  hills — a  lake  to  all  apjicarance,  just  like  tbn 
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of  ibe  Alp*.  Al  ebb-tidr,  there  urc  fortnwl  in  thii 
Inkc  numlwrW*  undlunks,  largo  aiul  imall,  to 
nfakii  flocks  of  sea-  birds  reiori,  sunning  ihemsclveCi 
or  Mvktng  ihcir  prey,  which  ihey  are  obliged  to 
•hart  with  the  6Hhermen,  who  frwjutmU-  scare  theni 
•way.  Between  thew  Miid-tisnk%  Uie  river  rlividcs 
into  a  ihouuind  cfDall  *tran)*,  till,  further  up,  wc 
Me  one  unbroken  mirror.  The  banks,  rising  in 
the  form  of  terraces,  an  dad  in  the  roo«t  luxiirianl 
verdure,  and  nt  inten-alft  you  diaeem  lh«  Hummer 
rwidenfei  of  thow  whom  ihc  world  B^ree«  to  call 
happy.  Lastly,  on  oiir  left,  in  a  gently  risiii<;  vnle, 
lie*  the  town,  uiih  its  lurbour,  iissnull  church,  end 
it*  crass,  a  picture  of  repoee  beside  the  active  scene 
produced  by  the  shipping  sailing  up  aiul  down  the 
Seine. 

AVlKoever  I  bare  been  at  Havre,  I  have  turned 
pilgrim,  and  regularly  paid  tribute  to  the  COie  de 
Notre  Dame  de  (irare;  and  I  tlmnk  Heaven  that 
it  lus  bestowed  on  me  imnginution  enough  to  fancy 
tba  pretence  of  the  beloved  object,  when  1  have 
Iwm  at  a  dittanco  from  it. 


He  who  would  Rtudy  popular  life  in  this  part  of 
Prance,  would  du  well  lo  rc[>air  on  the  ITth  of 
July  to  the  beAiiliruI  meadow  about  the  chapel  of 
St.  Clair,  below  Ilonfleur.  Here  be  may  wiuicat  a 
acene  worthy  of  Teniers — a  fair  for  the  hiring  of 
farni-servanls,  what  in  England  i*  called  a  ^tatute- 
fjnr.     All  the  lads  and  bum  of  the  eavtrons  who 
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Arc  Iraving  their  tFTvioe,  go  to  St.  Clair,  in  their 
best  Ulire,  to  exhibit  ihcf uncivil,  itiiil  all  ilie  laod- 
holden  whu  wunt  u  iivait-tH.*rTnnt.  ur  the  fanocn' 
wives  who  are  in  need  of  s  moid,  attend  to  exsmioc 
the  goods,  and  to  hargain  for  the  ensuing  je«r. 
In  thrse  bai^n&,  ll)«  d>ariu:tvr  of'thtf  l.tmvr  Nor* 
mans  b  cle«rly  disputed.  The  ptonnts  of  Nor- 
tnaiidy  wen  fur  many  cfnturice  a  conqurrad  and 
oppressed  (wopte:  and  hence  it  is  that,  with  all 
Iheir  uprightiieis  in  nutters  of  business,  iliey  com- 
bine no  liltle  prudeoce  an<t  frcquenily  a  degnw  of 
cunning.  Wc  oflrn  meet  with  Kuch  conlraclictiom 
in  tile,  and  it  »eenis  as  though  Nature  had  purpoady 
created  one  i)uality  as  a  bulwark  for  the  olhen,  aad 
net  rrr/a 

Tlii!i  I'uninng  of  the  N'omian  peaajints  ii  fre- 
quently excmpliliMl  in  ttu:  vli-ar«»t  manner  in  the 
conduct  both  of  the  hirers  and  of  those  who  offer 
ihemelves  for  hire.  Those  nbo  are  taekiag  a 
sernea  cume,  of  course,  in  their  Sonday  dotbe*, 
the  lads  in  a  new  tmodifrock,  whip  in  iiand,  and  at 
the  end  of  the  ta&li  a  nosflgny,  oa  a  rign  that  they 
want  a  situation  ;  ttic  lasses  are  prinknl  and  pranked 
in  ihdr  Ivent,  in  the  high  Cauchois  cap,  and  with 
the  dintinctirc  nosegay  on  ibo  letl  breasL 

PrcMiitly  the  texe*  separate:  ihe  men  range  thsot- 
sdves  on  one  side,  the  womiii  on  the  other.  AU  of 
ihem,  you  may  be  certain,  are  (■ngroB<il  by  ibc 
llwught  how  to  secure  a  service  for  the  enuiiiif 
year,  imd  yet  thi-y  »p()ear  to  Iw  oveupicd  by  any 
thing  but  that  wbicii  tbcy  have  most  at  heart. 


4 


STATDTE  FAIK. 


£19 


h 


I 

L 


Thi-  mosl  unrntnunvd  fun  oitd  frolk  prevail  in 
tlic  f^nwpe  of  the  young  men.     They  laugh,  ihey 
butler  one  anaUier,  ihey  traltcr  thi-ir  wii  nbrood, 
and  scarc«ljr  wul  for  a  rvp\j  helbre  they  are  r>-a(ly 
with  the  rvjoJDthir.     But  ihey  all  know  that  the 
fanntn)  arc  close  by,  an*!  (Iiat,  to  them,  this  appa- 
reaiJy  innooent  mirth,  thi«  sportive  wtl,  must  aiTve 
as  proof,  tlut  he  who  is  readiest  at  repartee  must 
be  the  clevervit  feI)ow  aniuRg  them.     Accunlingly, 
it  is  olteo  the  ca*c  that,  after  a  humorous  aally  has 
exviied  the  general  laitfrhirr  of  wrvsnto  nml  iniulera, 
<xtc  or  oihcr  of  the  Ijller  takn  a  fancy  (o  liiiii  hy 
whom  it  has  been  utter«d.     If  thesi-  manoeuvre* 
have  nol   the  de&ired   nui-cetts,  tliey  begin  (o  talk 
about  work ;  one  will  tdl,  as  if  nii;r<'ly  for  talking')! 
uke,  how  he  yesterday  shoved  his  loailed  cart  out 
of  a  deep  hole  in  a  dirty  lane,  while  another  will 
boast  of  ftaving  thrBahid  so  many  sheaves  (jf  corn 
in  ■  day  fur  a  wager,  and  that  be  is  rendy  to  lay  the 
same  wager  again  any  day.     A  third,  to  sliow  his 
strength,  grasps  bis  tall,  stout  neighbour  from  be- 
hind, and  holds  him  up,  fur  &  while,  in  the  air.     I 
should  never  have  done,  were  I  to  atl«.>nipt  to  enume- 
rate all  titu  pclty  and  mostly  ingenious  dovices,  which 
aiw  empbyed  by  these  nislin  to  show  tlicir  clever- 
DCia  and  to  obtain  bigfaer  wages  ibr  their  services. 

In  tlta  otlier  gruupe,  that  of  the  fenudea,  strata- 
gems of  O  <tinV'rent  kind  are  resorted  to.  The 
pnocipal  object  wiili  them  is,  to  produce  a  favour- 
able iuipreMion  by  external  appearance ;  therefore 
tlwy  all  look  extremely  demure.     Many  of  these 
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lasses  )iive  «w<'Ctbcarts  in  the  other  f^upe,  but 
this  lecrel  is  unl^  betraj-cd  now  and  llwn,  by  m 
tto\ett  and,  as  ih«y  iniBgiiK,  uDobwrTcd  glance. 
The}',  too.  talk  of  work,  and  what  ihey  can  do,  and 
all  they  have  done  in  (lie  ptut  year.  Great  mrrri- 
uieni  prevails  among  them  also,  but  it  is  not  suffeml 
lo  i-xceed  the  bounds  of  decorum;  ai>d,  in  r^ard 
to  most  of  them,  it  would  r>  quirn  a  clow  scruuny 
Iwf'ore  you  could  give  one  a  preference  to  the  reel. 

Those  who  couie  to  hire,  meanwhile,  have  all 
ih^ir  wita  about  tl>ein,  as  well  as  those  who  come 
lo  Ite  hired.  They,  t»i>,  kocii)  at  fimi  to  have  no 
thought  whatever  of  looking  lor  a  servant  They 
cuine  and  go,  and  mingle  among  the  groupos,  talk- 
ing tu  un«  or  the  other,  but  not  wiih  tlie  pemon  on 
wliom  they  Itavv  ca.*!  (heir  eye,  contriving,  however, 
i»  be  near  enough  to  hear,  ai>d  to  be  Itcird,  by 
him.  Very  often,  a  farmer  will  go  to  the  next 
neighbour  of  tiuch  a  one,  and  inquire  where  he  has 
lived  and  what  wogi-s  he  nAs;  he  draws  the  other 
imperceptibly  into  the  conversation,  and  inctdeni- 
ally  puts  the  same  questions  to  hifi).  Thus  ooe 
word  bi-grts  another,  till  the  parties  strike  a  bar- 
gain and  sliak*  haoda;  earnest  b  given,  and  Uw 
noM^y  untied  fnim  the  whip,  or  roiiioved,  in  ibt 
cut  of  females,  from  the  li-f\  lo  the  right  breast. 

Towards  evening,  there  are  but  few  left  who 
hive  Dot  taken  down  tlte  sign  of  the  nosegay,  or 
Iranaftrred  it  from  ihe  lefl  to  the  right:  and  the*« 
reiire  at  length  dejected,  and  abandon  the  Geld  to 
their  nwrr  fortunate  coinpeliton. 
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The  onxietws  of  the  day  are  succeeded  by  ihe 
pIconirMorttie  e^-cn'mg  uid  ihe  niglit.  A  number 
of  («nts  are  pitched  in  a  mcadov,  to  which  the 
publicans  of  the  environs  bring  supplier  Trom  their 
kitchcit*  nnd  cellan.  Here  the  earnest  is  generally 
paid  aAer  the  barf^m*  an-  coocludcd,  and  thix  Gnd^ 
its  way  into  the  pocItetA  vf  the  publicans,  All 
reserve  is  thrown  aside.  The  lad  of^in  ocknow- 
ledgcn  bis  lass ;  and,  amidst  dandng,  niiriii,  and 
bumpers  of  cider,  (41  the  prosperity  of  their  new 
employers,  they  forgi-t  alike  llieir  uld  toiU  ami  those 
which  await  theiu,  in  thoec  pleasures  and  enjoy- 
ments which  place  master  and  servant  upon  on 
et^ualily. 

Un  my  return  in  the  evening  from  this  human 
cattle -market  at  Sl  Clair  to  itie  steamer,  I  n^ateJ 
tnynclf  by  a  tradcMnnn's  fiimily  fn>in  Havre,  and 
soon  learned  that  thi$  ^cntk-ntan  had  been  lo  St. 
Clair  to  look  lor  a  maid  servant.  He  seemed  10  be 
not  quite  sali^ficd,  uiid  ouniplained  bitterly  tliat  it 
was  becotnin;;  more  and  more  difficult  to  6nd  a  good 
■errant  of  either  sex.  I  know  nut  whether  (his  is 
the  case  in  ut])er  parts,  but,  in  regnnl  to  Havre, 
I  can  easily  iiccounl  for  the  circumstance,  ^ncc  the 
spirit  of  independence  in  France  is  spreading  down- 
ward among  the  people ;  and  ihe  flouriohing  stale 
of  the  country,  the  division  of  laiidol  property,  anri 
the  certainty  uf  finding  employment  and  suhiist- 
cnce,  pruduL-v  a  distncU nation  to  voluntary  »ervi. 
tudc.  My  neighbour  was  extremely  sore  upon  this 
subject,  and  prophesied  that  in  fifty  yean  we  should 
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bo  obliged  lo  clf^an  our  own  boots.  What  will  be 
the  end  of  this !  With  whil  friant  ttridn  is  the 
world  hai>tenii)g  to  dvRtructton  ! 

I  pnid  m>  nltcnlk>n  to  the  rest,  for  I  had  lome- 
thing  better  to  do.  Th«  aun  had  ttt  Mon  the 
vessel  quitted  the  tittle  harlmur,  and,  before  we 
reached  th«  middle  of  the  Mrenm,  night  enveloped 
all  ftround  us.  We  heard  the  roHin};  of  diitsnt 
thunder,  and  now  and  tlicn  a  flash  of  liglitning, 
dartiDg  in  zigzags  athwart  the  slcy,  affbrded  for  a 
second  a  spectral  glance  of  remote  nbjrcts.  Then 
oil  became  dark  again.  Silence  prevailed  on  board, 
for  the  approaching  storm  had  closed  the  lips  of 
nlnM!.t  all  iliv  (Musengers.  The  vchmI  Mi-wdtly  pur- 
sued her  cfliirac,  flinging  back  the  luminous  waves 
on  either  side,  and  leaving  a  long  bright  stripe  in 
her  wake.  'I'his  scene  is  not  to  be  described ;  I 
doubt  excM  whether  it  can  be  painted. 

At  length  wc  were  off  Havre.  The  town,  with 
its  illuminated  streets  and  the  thousand  lights  of 
the  Cole  d'lngouvilk-,  sremnd  to  hurr)-  pcut  ili; 
while  the  gas.lamps,  sometimes  in  a  «tnight  line, 
•otnetinies  one  above  another,  and  sDmetimn  hud- 
died  togcih<-r,  formed  a  thousand  curioin  figures. 
On  entering  the  port,  a  long  peal  of  thunder  pro- 
daimed  our  arrival  and  bade  us  welcome. 
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k  J««nta;b]r  Diligcoc*— ThelmperUln.wiilfellow-tntrilBn  — 
P«euiif— Brvkktut  AdTtoInrs—  Village  of  Can;  —  Dieppe- 
Apfwmte* of  th* Town — Vi»Tr  from  iho  Pier  —  The  Bub>^ 
Ite  BaU'Rawn^DeurlHl  Shopi —  Flaheries  —  Anritnt  Im- 
porUDCc  of  Di«ppa —  lu  pr«*enl  laiiKolfickiicc  —  Stele  ol  Pkc> 
tJM— W>w iffwi — UmDcitblo  Chknctotot  th«  tnhkblUnU. 


"  Man  proposes,  God  tliRpow.%"  is  aii  old  adage, 
bul  il  i«  one  to  which,  notwiihoUniling  it»  nnti(|iii[y 
and  general  acceptance,  I,  for  one,  am  not  disposed 
to  Bubscribe.  God  favours  and  prospers  ihoec  en- 
ergetic men,  who  amy  :  "  To  will  is  to  do."  Nay, 
he  who  has  once  proceeded  *u  far  an  to  will  may 
boldly  lift  up  his  voice  and  command,  for  the  mass 
win  obey  and  repeal  in  all  humility :  —  "  Man  pro- 
poeea,  God  disposes." 

Ju»t  at  ihiti  motnent,  indeed,  I  have  no  particular 
right  to  set  up  for  the  panegj'rist  of  those  vtbowUi: 
for  nz  w«eks  ago  I  miant  to  lake  a  trip  to  Dieppe, 
■nd  arrived  here  bul  yesterday  ;  I  meant  to  go  by 
stmner  from  Havre  (o  Dieppe,  and  was  obliged  to 
travel  by  diligence  ;  I  meant,  like  the  great  folk), ; 
to  bathe  at  Dieppe,  to  give  myielfan  air  of  import. 
aoca,  and  couUl  not  oonne  hither  till  tlie  rough 
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weather  had  blown  away  all  the   futliioiuble  in* 
valids. 

I  toc^  my  pIsL-e  'm  the  seeoiid  story  of  the  dili* 
genet,  Lmlli-tl  in  Frunce  imperiaU,  or  iin]M.-rial  seat, 
on  which  account  I  chose  it.  There  is  fomv  liltti; 
danger  in  climbing  up  to  this  imperial  throne,  but, 
whi'D  once  up  above,  it  docs  your  heart  good  to  look 
down  upon  the  petty  creatures  licneath.  As  in  life, 
K>  here,  it  In  die  arintocracy  who  can  uRord  to  pay 
for  the  coupi,  tlint  sit  juii  benvnth  the  emperor, 
at)d  over  whose  heads  be  can  play  what  pranks  be 
pleftfe**.  The  middling  class  in  the  it%tericur  look 
quietly  on  happen  what  will  Lattly,  it  is  further 
charoctcfisiic  for  Frnnte  ihnt  the  ini[)crialL*  is  in  ge- 
nctal  ot'cupied  by  the  canaille,  by  |>ersons  of  tllv 
lower  class,  sn  that  the  sovereignly  of  the  people  is 
virtuiilty  proclaimed  every  day  upon  sU  the  high 
road*. 

We  were  this  time  an  imjicrial  triumvirate,  two 
Englishmen  besides  myself.  I  <lo  not  include  the 
conductor's  dog,  which  lay  behind  us  over  the  m- 
terirur.  Chance,  accident,  are  droll  fellowii ;  and, 
when  they  plwed  the  dog  belnnd  the  im[>crial  tri- 
uiiivirale,  as  a  kimi  of  rieileganir,  f[ariit  du  torpt, 
or  municipal  guard,  above  the  middle  class,  ossu* 
redly  they  never  gave  it  a  thought  (bat  the  bniie 
was  in  his  proper  place  tliere.  For  my  port,  all 
urtaof  thought*  pukmkI  tlinnigb  my  hi-ad.  The 
dog  had  a  stump-lail,  and  I  recullected  busing  read 
sumcwhere  tliat,  at  some  place  or  other,  the  practice 
of  cutting  off  dc^*  tails  prevailed  so  long,  tliut  at 
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last  ibey  caiiii-  inla  llic  vrorlcj  without  that  a|>- 
peoila^;  and  it  occurred  lo  mc  that  men  have  at 
times  liccn  treated  like  do^s.  till  at  la«t  they  hnve 
wishnl  to  be  treated  no  othefwi««.  Man  pniposm, 
God  ditpotes. 

It  wiM  •carceljr  an  hour  aftrr  wc  started,  wtu-n 
mjr  two  cn-empenirs  prepnred  to  break  their  fast. 
Their  sesi  only  was  imperial:  the  breakTiLst,  like 
thai  oi'  the  nieanett  labourer  or  be^^ar,  cuoniiied  •<( 
a  bit  of  dry  brtod.  Humble  im  it  wim,  the  d<^ 
longed  Tor  a  utiare  o(  it.  crc|>t  h>  ii»,  and  li»«k-d  dii 
mallj.  Thin  was  muMc  to  their  repa»t :  liul,  wbftQ^ 
the  [wrrormer  hod  the  audadty  to  solicil  front  the 
high  folks,  as  he  would  have  done  I'runi  honest 
ciltiens,  a  reouinpeitce  For  bin  jmiiw,  he  u-a-t  rewarded 
villi  a  kick  and  an  enerfjctie  i-xccnition.  The  iHuw 
bnut  could  not  forfirflt  the  diitnp|XHntnient,  and  con- 
tinued howling  will)  tifiort  inlcrmiBsions  till  wo 
reached  Fecamp,  in  spite  of  our  threat3  and  Lveit 
blows.  1  wislied  ntost  ttincerelj'  thai  the  brcakliwt 
bad  clHiked  turn. 

Ttic  mnrnii)}^  was  coul,  and  the  country  beiiti- 
tiful.  It  wus  a  treat  to  overlook  it  I'rom  our  luiiy 
seat,  and  I  was  rmjuentljr  rarry  that  llie  vehicle 
nillnl  so  rapidly  from  particular  scenes.  Shortly 
before  we  reached  Fecamp,  the  country  became 
nturc  dmiry,  aiid  naked  rocks  ati<l  downs  covered 
with  hejth  proclaimed  the  proximity  of  the  kc*. 

At  Fecamp  we  dencendcd  lor  half  on  hour  fmm 
our  imperial  scat,  my  two  culk-nguc*  to  lake  tlieir 
second,  and  1  my  first,  iMvakfasi.     This  was  neither 
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better  dot  vone  thnn  (he  meals  usually  prepared 
for  travellers,  wlio  must  be  content  wilh  what  they 
ran  gi-t.  Wc  liad,  moreover,  time  enough  for  (lu»- 
•ort  before  we  were  kummoned  by  the  conductor. 
One  or  my  ciim|Uinu>nii  win  ibr  firnt  loiuk  tlie  land- 
lady bow  Qiurb  lie  lud  to  pay,  ai>d  tihe  replied  with 
the  interrogation  **  Sans  vin  ?"  The  Knglisbman 
turned  pale ;  and  it  was  a  tew  Kconda  before  be  re- 
covered hilt  utterame  to  diMluu;gt  a  voUcy  of  cfter- 
gettc  English  curses ;  but.  recollecting  that  he  was 
in  Fmnce,  he  added  :  C'eat  abomiruMet  c'ttt  hi 
guet-ajtmii !  and  other  expreamons  highly  oocnpli- 
neniary  to  the  ho»tei».  She,  poor  woman,  Moud  as 
ifthundcrktruck.  Mais,  montintr,  she  exctitinud, 
gut  vouUx-votuf  C'ett  horribU  t  rejoined  my 
fallow  traveller.  Je  ne  pai/erai  pat  etia !  Ctttt 
vk^  Kilt  poiir  un  nirc  haul  d*jettner  !  c'ttt  abowU~ 
fiabU!  Tlw  mutter  WM  now  denrcd  up(  we  laughed 
bnttily.  aim)  my  rdKiw. traveller  was  good-bumourrd 
flKHigh  to  join  U!,  when  we  eipUined  to  bint  that 
tbe  question  simply  was  Sans  vin  9  and  liad  nothing 
to  di)  with  cent  vinijt  tous.  Tie  |iaid  lii>  two  francs 
wiiliout  grtiiiil)]ing,  and  that  woo  quite  efM>ugh, 

These  were  nearly  all  my  travelling  adventures, 
for  even  ibe  conductor's  dog  thetu.'erorward  Iii-pt 
nlanca.  He,  too,  had  filled  his  belly,  and  ceofeil 
his  inconvenient  op]X>Mtiun.  Now  and  then  tbe  uni- 
fonniiy  of  the  rood  was  broken  by  a  hill,  which  our 
conductor  always  begged  u*  to  walk  up.  Beyond 
Cany,  a  manufacturing  village,  ihocounlry  nflbnied 
a  rich  treat  to  us,  or  rather  to  nic.  fur  uiy  twu  oom* 
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panioiu  inTormed  me  iliat  tlwy  had  miMed  tlw 
steamer  ai  Havre,  and  were  very  anxious  to  ailch 
unother  i\  Uiejtpc,  for  which  reason,  I  suppose, 
they  raa  up  hill  as  if  they  had  not  a  nMDient  to 
lose.  About  miilway  I  was  quite  out  of  brcnih.  I 
let  Riy  cx>«nj)anions  hurrj'  on,  and  looked  back  nftcr 
the  diligence.  One  ol'  tbQ  Jintst  prospects  ima- 
ginable met  my  vi«<r.  lo  a  valley  on  the  right  lay 
the  Tillage  coitwai-red  in  foliuge,  which  only  here 
aod  tlxrr  ofibrdi^  a  glimpse  of  a  roof,  and  of  iho 
Boodcst  church  at  the  extremity  of  the  place.  From 
the  village  run,  for  four  or  five  miles  on  the  teft,  a 
beautiful luxuriani  valeofmeaduwr-land,  inCL-rsec-tc-d 
by  allcyn,  and  enlivenul  by  »  atri.-ainlet,  and  nt  tlie 
further  end  of  it  was  a  hundsonic  chateau.  Be- 
tide the  high  road  there  was  a  second  valley,  which 
united  with  the  oilier,  and  beyond  both  ro*e  the 
uodulatiiig  hneiiof  several  hills,  clothed  w-ilh  thick 

VQudt. 

I  was  sorry  when  titc  diligence  overlook  me,  and 
I  wuobligGd  to  mount  again.  Alwut  four  in  the 
aAemoon  we  reached  Dieppe.  The  everlasting 
garqoHtd'/tSttl,  who  never  fail  in  any  town  in  France 
to  tAe  traveller!!  on  Uieir  arrival  by  ntorm,  cntne  to 
pay  us  their  compliment*.  I  wa«  in  not  a  Uttic  em- 
baJrassracnt,  fur  1  hod  not  forgotten  by  way  of  pro*  , 
caution  to  note  down  th«  address  of  a  tolerable  inn 
in  my  pocket-book,  and  then  lefi  my  [KKki.i-l>(x>k 
behind,  becautc  1  had  got  a  new  one.  Thus,  amidst 
tlie  Sturm  raised  by  iIk'  ffari^cns,  I  was  without  helm 
or  undiur.     Three  oddrcst^  me  in  English,  one  In 
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RuiwUn— I  t)c)i«vr,  at  Imot,  that  it  was  nusoin— 
but  I  conrtniicd  mute  as  a  fish,  and,  ther^forv, 
tliey  d«:ideii  C'«/  tot  fraw;aU,  I  kiiuw  imt  pre- 
cisrlv  why  my  tiilenoc  thoultl  gnin  mc  ih'iJi  title  of 
honour,  IhiI  it  rendered  mo  rowI  si-rvit-c,  for  ihey 
■II  quitln]  n>e,  and  fell  upon  the  other  travellers' 
Thus  I  cnuld  listen  undi>turi>e<l,  while  tlio  re|)re> 
Mmtttive*  of  the  different  inns  mnnded  forth  their 
prsiscF,  and  at  last  eho«e  the  floicl  An  Etrangdrs, 
where  I  heard  it  said  one  miffht  dine  h  ia  carte,  and 
have  a  decent  room  at  a  iitodi-rate  prices  This 
hotel  I  can  rctxminicitd .  After  chunging  myclothet 
I  made  a  tour  of  ihn  town  lH.-fore  dinner  or  oupper. 
whithever  you  chute  to  call  it.  IKeppc  was  can- 
nonaded in  1694  hy  an  En^ish  fleet,  and  nImnM 
tittnlly  drxtmyed.  Owing  to  this  circum«Iancc  the 
place  ift  better  butll  than  the  mnjority  of  the  i>ld 
Norrnan  towns.  The  streets  are  tolerably  siniight 
and  regular,  and  the  houses  mostly  of  brick.  Rut, 
■n  spile  of  it"  youth,  l)i<>p]>e  has  a  very  grore, 
aln)o»t  anliqiiated,  look  ;  the  dark  or  a^h-grey  oo- 
liiur  predominates.  The  houses  in  general  are  not 
lot\y,  having  rarely  more  than  two  or  three  floors, 
which  proves  that  the  town  is  not  over-po|Hilatcd. 
The  streets  show  but  little  animation,  and  it  is 
onlyatwiit  the  Imrboiir,  when  ihcfifJiingsmncksarc 
fpwf,  out  or  coming  in,  that  rattier  more  bustle  is 
found.  Only  a  couple  of  merchanimen  were  lying 
here,  and  bill  very  few  (i&hitig- bonis  in  proportion 
to  the  space. 
Proceeding  along  iho  quays,  you  tnivc  at  the 
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pier,  from  nhicb  tat  imposing  spectacle  pTv««cta 
itieir.  On  ihe  rif^dt  and  lefc  extend  lofly  ehoAk 
cliffi,  whofc  foot  runt)  out  into  llie  sea.  The  pier 
a  siituitcd  in  ihc  ccmtre  uf  ■  Rpociout  lemtcircle 
forniid  l)v  thf  sl'-cp  shore.  I  was  favoured  by  For- 
tune, which  here  presented  me  with  a  suuset,  exqui* 
site  u  «  bean  llial  always  throbt  higher  ai  such 
toenei  could  dcMirc.  The  t-hh  lidi.-  bud  left  bure  the 
bsach  at  the  entiuncc  of  tlie  harbour,  and  ncrms  it 
ran  a  multitude  of  streamlels,  refleciing  th«  glow  of 
sunitet  in  tlidr  eourM  to  the  in:a.  A  GBhing-&mack 
hiul  run  itgrotind  on  one  of  those  little  bills  of 
shingle,  by  which  the  cuntnuls  fnrmctl  by  the  fva, 
the  town,  the  nwkK,  the  beach,  were  rendered  ttitl 
more  lively.  Out  at  sea  fi&Iiiag  boats  were  moving 
to  and  fro,  and  freiguently  crushing  the  streak  of 
gold  whicli  the  »un  threw  from  the  west  orer  llie 
VlivcB.  The  distant  sky  wa»  overcast  with  dense 
IwBVj  clouds,  tinted  by  iKe  sun,  and  lastly  the  rocks 
to  westward  reflected  his  rays  upon  sea  and  town. 
Nature  alone  s[>eak!t  a  univer&al  lutigunge. 

Till  the  »un  bud  Hunk  )>i-ne;itb  thv  i-eii,  this  tight 
chained  ine  (o  the  pier.  I  tlivn  walked  along  the 
diore  to  the  butlu.  I  nu-l  but  few  |>edL->iri»ii)i. 
and  in  the  buildinjEp  of  the  bathing  esiablisbment 
profound  silence  prevuili^d.  I  bad  hoped  to  find  at 
least  port  of  tlic  company  still  at  Dieppe,  nnd  was 
monifled  to  see  the  profound  desolation  which 
reigned  here.  A  posiing-bdl,  which  infornK>d  we 
thai  ihvre  would  be  u  bull  that  evening,  gnve  nie 
fmli  hojKs.  The  fair  viKitert  urc  ai  their  toilet, 
thought  T. 
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Thu  liope  accompooied  me  back  to  tny  bold, 
whither  I  nHuroed  to  dinner.  The  ball  was  to 
begin  at  eight  o'clock,  aiiil  I   rcMlvvd  to  »1kw  tnx 

CDOMqiience  by  iwt  f{°^'>l!  tJ"  ">"<'•  '^''^  ''"** 
accmcd  my  long  till  then  ;  and,  if  1  had  not  dcvmed 
a  new  pair  of  gloves  indispensable,  and  siopptd  to 
chat  a  i|uartcT  uf  an  buur  with  the  female  who 
aeiT«d  ni«  witli  them,  I  veriljr  believe  that  I  ihould 
have  been  at  the  place  by  hnif>put  eight. 

At  Ienf(ih  I  enieri-d  ilic  twll-ruom.  It  was  hand* 
somely  fitted  up  and  brillisntly  lighted.  Then- 
was  a  complete  orchestra,  and  a  company  consisting 
of  three  ladies  and  icvcn  gentlemen,  who  looked 
in  amazement  at  oiw  another.  A  very  lively  cMt- 
venation  was  going  forward  between  one  of  the 
ladies  and  two  gentlemen  ;  the  others  were  scattered 
upoQ  tbix-c  benches  nsing  one  above  nnollier.and  kept 
their  eyes  fixed  upon  the  door,  which  opened  only 
when  the  uneasy  host  entered  or  went  out.  I  was 
tlic  last  arrival ;  and  in  about  a  quarter  uf  an  hour 
the  landlord  n^in  eniercil,  and  told  us  that,  for 
want  uf  a  Mifficietit  com|Miny,  the  bnll  could  not 
take  place,  that  our  ntoney  should  be  returned,  and 
thiit  he  wished  us  a  very  good  night.  In  tlii«  man- 
ner I  gained  three  francs  and  a  pair  of  new  gloves, 
which  I  shall  save  for  the  next  ball  I  go  to  in 
Paris. 

The  frequenters  of  bathing  phices  ore  the  birds 
of  passage  of  society  at  ibe  present  doy.  The  fitit 
cold  north-east  wiiid  generally  drives  them  ttiick  to 
thdr  homes.     But  1  had  hoped  that  not  all  of  ihecu 
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at  Icttt  would  have  flown  awiiy.  I  lind  niiacBlcu- 
Itlad.  Subsequently  I  *a»  nvvctqI  limes  at  ihe 
billw.  All  was  dvwcrU-d  uiid  dcwlutv,  excepting 
diu  iu  tJtc  rexlhig  room  I  found  a  few  invalid  oSi- 
oera  atid  a  Udjr.  formcHy  one  of  tlte  attendants  of 
ibe  duoitns  of  Berry,  who  had  iettled  at  Dieppe  out 
of  stuchmcnt  to  the  princess. 

For  tho  reu,  Dieppe  is  reputed  to  be  during  the 
■Msoa  one  of  the  pleasantest  seu-batbing  places  in 
Europe.  I  have  no  duubi  iluii  it  is.  ItiHintiful 
Nature  ban  liLtv  prov'ulMl  tbc  grand  requisites  for 
eojoymcnt,  and  when  she  left  any  thing  to  wish  for, 
iIm;  deRcieni-y  bos  been  supplinl  by  the  proprietors 
of  (he  bathit  and  the  municipality  uf  Diepjii-.  The 
Iwthiug.houM  conusts  of  a  long  gallery,  running 
out  on  cither  side  into  n  »paciou*  ball.  That  on 
ibe  right  ik  appropriated  to  the  gentlemen,  and  con- 
tains a  library  and  a  reading-room,  furnished  with 
ib<-  French  and  English  penodicnis.  'i'he  ball  on 
the  left  belongs  to  the  ladies  :  a  piano-forte  and 
aaveral  colk-ctiuns  of  tlie  most  amusing  lithographic 
phnta  arc  destined  to  kill  tioii:  with  d(.-ei.-ney. 

An  iron  roiling  encloses  a  epocious  yard,  niid 
with  pleasure  I  there  beheld  all  my  old  acquaint-, 
ance  of  the  Champ*  ElyM.-ft,  carou>sela,  elastic  bo>iib> 
projvetitrK,  swings,  and  the  like :  and  my  imagina- 
tion bad  full  licence  to  funcy  the  most  enchanting 
female  forms  engaged  in  the  various  spurt)  for 
which  tlicse  things  ore  destined.  Not  a  living  ere*- 
lurc  disturbed  me  in  my  reveries, 

On  the  left,  al  tbc  end  of  tlic  courtyard,   is  a 
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resuiiritni ;  but  not  ■  chimney  emitted  «mokv,  and 
doors  and  windows  were  clc«cd.  Outside  ihv  rail- 
ing which  ct]clo«w»  the  Mmtuary,  is  a  tirclc  of  sho]!* 
of  all  tortfi,  a  miniature  Palais  royal.  Millincra, 
hsir-dmsers,  jewellery  bouk»cIlerft,  wtncmercbantSt 
umbrella-Ill jikcnt,  optinans,  niid  thirty  mure,  lettle 
hi'K  during  ihe  tcuon  and  exhibit  their  gimds  for 
mIc. 

All  these  buildings  and  gaUcrie^  are  uf  wood,  and 
al  Gru  nght  one  would  lup^KKW  (tint,  rvncinbling 
the  fcvne*  of  a  tltcatrc,  ihcy  were  erected  on  tome 
festive  occsbkid  merely  for  the  day.  But  they  arc 
(IcstiDcd  to  defy  tlie  lempestH  of  the  sea,  and  ihey 
ilo  defy  them  in  their  HeaknCM.  This  is  ihetr 
■ircoglh,  as  well  ns  woman's.  But  the  oontrail 
hero  if  striking.  Bi-fure  us  tlie  M-n,  l>endc  us  tlic 
nickf  chfT,  mid  llic  niusMve  foriilii-d  caslle  of  Dieppe, 
behind  us  the  towers  of  the  town-wall,  which  even 
the  English  bombs  cikiI*)  not  damage  ;  and  beneath 
our  feet  the  slight  iMMrds,  and  over  our  iM-adi  a 
r(K>f  etpially  sliglil,  covering  a  place  devoted  ex- 
clusively to  pleasure.  Tttow  resist  the  H-n,  wliich 
punish<-*  their  resistance,  undermining  the  foot  of 
the  rocks,  and  from  year  to  year  ri'nding  front  them 
fragments  and  enguljihing  them  in  its  aby»»^thcsc 
smile  blandly  npon  it  and  disarm  its  rage,  and  il 
(wsses  (hem  liv,  merely  flinging  over  thi'm  in  sport 
its  veil  of  foam,  ami  making  iheni  glisten  the  mure 
brilliantly  in  the  sun  when  this  foam  is  di»sul««d 
into  pearls.  It  seems  ns  though  the  god  uf  ocean 
gave  this  comiuaiid  lu  his  btlluws  :  •—  "  Touch  imi 
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this  place,  for  tivrc  an  invalid  was  cured,  there  one 
in  hcaJih  enjoyed  himself,  and  the  whole  has  been 
erected  merely  by  way  uf  thaiik-oSlnug  unto  mc  f 

I  came  too  late  to  witneM  th«  s|)ortM  thtit  arc  held 
here,  and  could  only  dcscnbc  ihi-m  from  tivarsay. 
Whoever  u  interested  about  them  may  pfocurc  a 
dcBcriptioQ  of  Uiein  tut  well  tta  I  :  but  io  inucJi  i 
may  add,  thut  they  are  merry  ciMiugh. 

It  is  only  during  the  last  tweniy  years  that  I>ii-p))e 
UbeeoRH.' a  fashionable  bathing- place.  Thcductit-^s 
of  Berry,  who  viiited  the  town  every  year,  first 
brought  it  inio  notice.  The  revolution  of  18S0 
operated  injurtoui-ty  xiyton  il.  A  trip  Io  Dieppe, 
however,  hud  become  indiejie usable  Io  the  Fnnftian& ; 
lud,  if  formerly  it  was  fretiuenteil  by  people  uf 
fashion  be«;uu»  the  duchevs  went  tliither,  they  arv 
oow  M>  accustomed  to  tlie  way  that  tbey  need  no 
bell-wether  to  lead  them.  Dieppe  gains  annually 
many  thousands  by  its  baihiog-establishmenls  ;  in- 
deed, it  is  Qvi'ing  almnst  entirely  to  them  that  the 
town  U  gradually  rcctjrcriiig  ilJtt.-lf. 

IKrf^  is  a  sort  of  parasitic  planL  II  lives  at 
the  exprnce  of  others,  at  the  ex|)ence  of  the  gucHts 
viniing  or  paiising  by  il.  No  sooner  have  the 
baihara  taken  wing,  than  the  herring  supplies  their 
place.  In  the  middle  of  October,  ihtH  fish  Iruvenea 
ilie  wiiien  of  (he  Channel  from  Boulofrnv  lu  Havre. 
Oik  hundred  and  twenty  or  thirty  smacks  are  en- 
gngt^)  in  this  fishery.  The  herrings  caught  in  the 
October  scaMio  are  sent  off  fresh,  and  nio»tly  con- 
sumed in  I'aha  and  the  provinces. 
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In  the  middle  of  August  aleo,  froni  iiixt)-  to  eigtity 
VMaeU  of  25  to  90  toos  each,  and  wiili  a  crew  of 
about  liftiHii  invD,  sail  Ironi  I^cppc  on  ihc  herring 
6sl)tTy.  At  iJiU  period  ll>e  herring  frequents  the 
norllicrn  coasts  of  UritKin,  and  the  BshenneD  sail  it 
on  board.    Tbeae  henings  arc  univcntally  preferred. 

In  the  month  of  July  it  is  at  the  expeooc  of 
anoilier  guest  that  the  peofiJe  of  Dieppe  live.  Ahuut 
lhi»  line  tlie  HiBckaivI  anives  in  tlie  waters  of  I^. 
curdy,  wbilhcr  the  fi&henneo  of  Dieppe  go  iii  quest 
of  it. 

Bat  llie  fishermen  of  this  town  are  Dot  conieni 
with  the  booty  which  takes  the  trouUe  lo  meet  them. 
as  it  were,  half  way.  In  tlic:  munthH  of  February 
and  March,  a  great  number  uf  vi.-ucl>  k-ave  Dieppe 
foriltewatcntofNewfoundUnd,  to  catch  cud,  whicli 
thvy  bring  home  |Minly  sakcd  and  panly  dried. 

The  fislKTy  is  the  principal,  or,  more  properly 
■)N-nkiiif{,  itu:  only  imporlant  pursuit  of  the  people 
of  Diepfic.  Setting  aside  the  trade  arising  from 
thai,  the  commerce  of  Dieppe  is  not  wonh  mention- 
ing. One  brancli  «f  iniluXry  only  dnuriilirs  Iwrc* 
that  ii  the  working  in  ivory.  £vcry  fourth  or  fifth 
houte  in  Dieppe  is  a  sht^  for  these  toys,  or,  if  you 
prefer  the  term,  curiosities.  It  must  t>f  confessed 
Uut  they  often  display  great  skill  and  [laiienoe. 
Bui,  tbougii  they  may  oocononally  be  vaJunble  as 
works  of  art,  it  cannot  be  denied  that  the  artist  has 
thrown  away  his  Labour  upon  an  ungraiiful  ticld. 
Tltc  pmus  purc)ui»e  a  Christ  or  a  Kf  adonna  in  bone, 
heretics  a  Voltaire  or  Jean  Jaques,  old  soldiers  a 
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NUpelmiii  and  th«  bathere  all  sorts  of  (rifles.  Sonw 
hundreds  of  indusmout  workmen  guin  a  decent 
subflL^ieDoi-  Uy  iIh'w  pc rforma nn« ;  so  lv(  uk  iiui 
^udgc  thuM  who  are  foad  of  tliem  these  play- 
thingt. 

rKrppe  was  forruerly  one  of  the  chief  seaports  of 
France.  I  could  relate  iu  liUtory,  from  wliich  wtio- 
over  chose  night  lutrn  a  good  deal.  But  iiin«  and 
space  permit  only  a  few  obstTvations.  The  mer- 
cantile rlaiu  here  was  aneiently  wealthy  enough  to 
eqtltp  whole  Beets  of  ^ipe  of  war,  to  procure  for 
iueif  reparation  of  injuries  done  by  states  and 
princrs,  and  to  display  its  power  when  a  king  of 
France  needed  the  uuitiaoce  uf  u  brnvc  naval  force. 

1'be  history  of  Die|i|>e  is  tluit  of  the  Indian  ru- 
publics,  of  tlic  Gcnnan  free  Hansc  towns.  Dief^ 
becaiiH:  wealthy,  powerful,  and  respected  in  tltc 
■■me  way  tluii  these  did  ;  and  it  satik  into  iis  pre> 
sent  state  owing  to  the  iiame  catiae  by  which  these 
declined.  Lil>erty  was  the  tree  front  which  ihey 
plucked  their  golden  fruit.  Ah  I  have  already  ob- 
served, lAat  government  is  the  best  which  governs 
the  lea»t.  The  ancient  towns  were  indept-ndcnt ; 
they  di<I  their  business  themselves,  and  therefore  did 
it  well.  The  taxes  raised  from  the  town  remntned 
in  the  town,  and  the  townsmen  themselves  (lvcidi-<l 
in  what  way  they  might  be  applied  most  advant*. 
geoutly  fur  the  gi^iteral  welfare.  For  them  thera 
waa  no  government  to  take  thcni  under  its  protec- 
tion, and  therefore  they  protected  themselves ;  they 
ir«rv  twt  compelled  to  ask  a  higher  power  witether 
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thpj  might  do  [his  or  that  for  the  benefit  of  tbr 
whole  ;  and  thus  whatever  was  neccseary  lo  be  duiic 
was dtmv  al  the  moment  whiti  it  was  ooDtcd.  The 
guanlian  ii  alway*  a  wone  mnnugcr  than  the  ml 
owner,  ihnn  ibc  fiitlHT,  who  itudK-n  only  tbt'  advan- 
tage of  his  chiUlix-ni  bimI  hot  nodmire  tu  live  at  thnr 
exponce.  In  France,  ihe  government  now  protects 
all  towns  in  one  and  the  name  manner,  so  ihat  the; 
certainly  cannot  l>c  ruiitnl  by  any  iDcoiisidcrati) 
Step,  tu>r  yci  by  any  that  lia*  been  well  considered, 
but  by  Ihe  innettviiy  in  which  they  arc  kept.  They 
are  logWally  prcieniud  from  falling,  iiuumuch  as 
tKcy  are  furbtdden  to  stir. 

In  the  history  of  I>ie])pe  ihi*  is  most  clearly  ex- 
emplified. So  lung  a*  this  town  wn*  iiidependcQt, 
it  advanci-d  wiib  |>innt  strides.  Wiihtnit  the  aid  of 
any  other  rtiler«  ihnn  lis  own  mai^ist rates*  it  could 
build  ehiirclira  and  cJ&lles,  fortify  lt»e  town,  ex- 
cavate docks  ind  throw  bridges  across  them.  It* 
mcrchanitncn  traversed  the  seas,  and  discovered 
disunt  lands,  and  planted  colonies  in  ibem.  Trader* 
of  Dieppe  were  the  first  E(tru|K:sn>i  wbu  snilcd  to 
die  ewUTti  etMKtB  iif  Africa  hihI  M-ttled  there ;  ihey 
wcrcibe  first  w)mi  doubled  the  Capo  of  Good  Hope. 
Auber  and  Veraur,  two  Dieppe  scanten,  dtwovered 
Canada,  and  the  brotlHT*  I'annentier  the  islnnd*  uf 
FemnHibuck.  Diqipc  teamen,  led  by  Guerrsrd 
and  Ruumel,  established  iheinsclvo*  even  before  the 
Spanianis  at  Maragnon  in  South  AnierkB,  and 
Hibaud  was  thr  first  Kurujx-an  who  M'ttlrd  in  Fli>- 
rida.     A  single  aeanian  of  Dieppe,  Pierre,  becaim 
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the  terror  of  aII  natmns,  ■txl  a  single  Dieppe  iii«r> 
chant,  Aogo,  could  declare  war  iig.iinK  the  king  of 
Portugal,  uu<l  force  liitn  to  tend  smbassadont  to  sue 
fur  (leace. 

Anil  wlint  i*  nuv  thJK  oncv  optik-nl  and  fxiwcrful 
cocnnKTcinl  town?'  and  liow  Iibs  it  become  what  it 
u  at  this  Jay  f  Has  the  kl**,  the  Bouree  of  its  former 
wealth,  retreated  from  it  ?  Are  ihe  men  of  l)ie|i|)e 
incapable  t>f  building  Hhips  P  Hare  itn  Miainc-ii  dr- 
gcncnted  ?  No,  all  l)u-«c  things  arc  much  die  same 
M  th4-y  were  four  or  five  huiidred  yean  ago.  One 
th'uig  only  is  changed.  The  free  town,  which  acted 
indepeodetitly,  waa  drawn  into  the  vortex  of  the  all- 
abiiioriiingdoininiunofaFrancia  J,of  a  Louis  KIV., 
and  friNn  (hat  munietit  lo>l  it&  wcallb,  its  power,  its 
iin|Hintmce. 

Dieppe,  the  once  ojmli-nt  Kuport  town,  is  now  a 
MTH- village.  The  liouies  of  this  (ea-village,  the 
■hip«,  aix-  umail  hui*  of  one  floor,  and  very  ranly 
docs  n  two  or  a  three-decker  enter  its  harbuur. 
The  fcatnen  are  as  hardy  and  as  brave  aa  when  a 
Duquesoe  aroae  from  their  midf^t:  but  ihey  are  no 
longer  the  enterpribing  mercliJuiu,  whum;  vewels 
frec|Uenivd  tike  reniotent  harbours,  aitd  created  tbcni 
where  there  werc  none.  They  are  now  bnl  petlj 
cullivalort  of  the  aea,  who  reap  where  Heaven 
throws  a  harvest  in  their  way,  but  very  seldom  pan 
ibe  limits  of  their  own  pariah  to  visit  a  distant 
narket.  And  huw  should  it  be  otherwise?  For 
the«c  twenty  yttin  the  harbour  of  I)iep]>c  has 
needed  an  improromeiit  t)>at  would  cost  six  or  dgbt 
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millions;  am]  For  tline  twenty  ye»rs,  during  vrhich 
fwrkx)  l>ifppe  jMvs  periiupa  five  limcA  the  aimioni 
in  taw  iluil  it  used  to  do,  the  tuwii  ha*  Ixx-n  in 
min  solicttiDg  (he  gov<>n)n>cnt  to  undcruke  lliis 
work.  And  utMi  cnii  doubl  that,  if  ibc  io«o  had 
u  fomK'riy  these  niilltoiis  to  expend  itself,  the 
wutu  of  the  place  would  long  a^  hare  been 
BUpptil^d. 

The  peuplc  of  Dieppe  feel  more  keenly  ihon  they 
are  ihcniJclves  au-are  how  deeply  their  town  has 
declined.  They  »eck  thi^  cauh*  in  the  political 
clianges,  and  are  therefore  violent  polilicianii.  Some 
of  theni  have  n  faint  nulion  that  ihe  oiicv  fluuriHli- 
ing  state  uf  tlidr  town  was  a  fruit  of  lilx-rty,  and 
thc*e coll  iheintel Tea  republican*;  oilirrs  had  now 
and  then  the  good  fortune  tn  bo  invited  by  the 
ducheaa  de  Beny,  or  her  aiiiMer  of  the  ceremonien, 
«id  to  brcAlbe  the  air  of  the  &ame  rouni  with  her 
highness,  and  lhe»e  nre  most  devuin)  adherenu  of 
IcgiliuMcy  i  while  a  third  party,  Imring  shorn  their 
•hce])  at  tlte  July  reroJuiion,  arv  now  thinking  of 
accuiing  iheij-  gains,  and  are  therefore /iMf^-ini/rraf. 
Almort  all  the  inhabitants  of  Oiepfic,  excppting  die 
fithcnnen,  who  Mong  to  no  pany<  arc  nmre  o<- 
leta  attached  l<i  one  uf  these  three.  The  tvpubli' 
cans  arc  Ihe  muM  numerous,  and  conust  chidly  of 
piinona  of  the  middle  elasn;  ilie  partiMO*  of  the 
goTcniwcnt  a»  the  mure  opulent  traders,  and  those 
of  the  restoration  many  uld  civilians,  a  few  old 
weiilthy  Dieppe  familtcs,  and  some  nobles.  The 
oujoniy  of  the  aalional  guard  are  republkau,  as 
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the  dmioc  of  ihdr  oflkcra  nnd  of  the  coDimand- 
BDt,  M-  Ftrfi,  keeper  of  the  library  and  editor  of 
the  Memorial  Diep[HHJ,  uifGdentl^  proves.  The 
electors  of  the  di'puiics,  on  the  other  hand,  are 
m<Mtly  pnrlMns  of  thv  prcM-nt  government,  whence 
ariH-s  a  diBCord  between  the  dvfiuUlion  arid  the 
pcopte,  which,  if  not  re&olvod  into  harmony,  will 
fiotue  time  or  other  obhgc  the  directors  of  the  poli- 
tical OMKi-n  to  re-tui)u  tile  other  iniitruinenta:,  mm 
it  is,  iifior  all,  tl>c  niitiunal  guard  iliat  gives  the 
kcy-nolc. 

Political  ditcusfiionB  arc  carried  on  to  Dieppe 
with  more  vtoletici*  tli-an  iii  generally  ihe  esse  in  the 
province*.  All  three  purtieii  have  their  )»iper  — 
the  legit iniiiitii,  I.e  Phare;  the  juste  milieii)  La 
Viffic :  the  rcptihliran*,  /,<  Memorial  DieppoU. 
The  Grsi  if  written  in  j^ncral  in  a  decorotia  and 
temperate  tone ;  but  the  second  is  always  in  a  state 
of  high  excitement.  It  espouses  a  cause  that  is 
desperate  in  Dieppe,  and  finds  in  tlie  Memorial 
ati  i>pponeiit,  fur  whom  it  U  not  a  match,  uiihcr  in 
taleiit  or  vrudiiion.  Ilencv  its  attacks  mostly  bc" 
come  jwreunal  in  the  end,  and  lead  to  challenges 
aiMl  to  th<'  letulen  argumCDls  of  pistol-bullets. 

The  state  of  things  at  Dieppe  is  certainly  one 
cause  why  political  diMiussions  are  carried  on  there 
with  such  warmth.  For  two-ttnrd.i  of  the  year  the 
town  it  almuot  without  occupation,  and  its  inhatri- 
tants  then  have  pKiity  of  lime  to  turn  their  atten- 
tion til  jNilitics.  Sudi  is  the  stale  of  social  relations 
in  Diep[M.-,  that  it  furnishes  no  lucaiis  of  modcrslin 
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the  angry  passiona.  Then'  is  nat  a  «ngle  family  in 
the  town  that  utlmiu  viMirrR,  or  ihrowx  open  iu 
(Irnwinf^roocn.  Eacli  lim  in  his  hnuw  ««  ihnufjh 
the <lc«Tls iif  Africa  commenced  at  his  door.  litre 
arc  no  tilcrary  Sisociations,  no  clubs,  do  froquenicd 
coffee- bouses,  no  reading-rooms,  nothing  in  short 
that  gives  MKrinbitity  lu  *iicie(y,  am)  that  acctnloms 
men  lo  tnlcrutiun.  In  olhvr  |>Iii(t«  too  I  have 
found  pnriin,  but  these  met  occasionally  and  con- 
versed logi>ther,  and  treated  each  other  with  ciriliiy 
at  least,  if  not  cordiality ;  they  were  foes  who 
shook  hands  at  the  a()vunc«l  pnnl»,  and  chatted 
together  familiarly  till  ihe  trumpet  Himmuned  them 
to  the  fighl.  Not  90  in  Dieppe.  The  jwople  of 
that  (own  arc  very  honest,  clever,  industriotts,  nay, 
even  temperate  and  moral  people;  but,  in  a  todal 
point  of  view,  they  are  real  badgers  who  live  in 
winter  upon  their  fat,  withntii  t-vi-r  <|uiiting  Uicar 
holes.  Fur  them  beautiful  Nature  lu-rwlf  teems  to 
have  no  charm* ;  fur,  on  the  noble  pmmenodest  on 
the  pin*,  which  aflbnU  so  striking  a  prospect,  I 
now  and  then  met  with  a  stranger  only,  but 
Gcarcety  ever  with  a  person  belonging  to  the  towo. 
Heaven  forgive  them  this  tin  I — 1  cannot. 
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Fiihie«  liltigcot  Lo  Pellot— 1»  AppMrance— lU  IiihlbiUnU— 
TWir  Charaizin-  —  Thpir  Sopintitian  — Their  iiul^pendenl 
Sptttl — Hknalloiu  Ail*«itut«»— Truliuoii*  of  the  Sailor*  mi 
Fwhfmni  —  Pilfcrimafie*  of  Seunen  —  Popular  Prejuilivpt — 
HMory  el  thn  Bonuarili — Conjvctura  rtoin  the  Legunda  cS 
lk«  PnUtuU  Uiat  tbrj  an  of  Otrmao  origin. 

Opposite  Io  Dieppe,  and  <)oparaleci  from  it  by 
the  harbour  only,  in^situuii-d  Uh:  lisliiiif;  village.  Lc 
PoUet.  This  villa;^  forms,  in  fact,  part  of  the 
town:  but,  no  sooner  havi>  you  crossed  the  little 
bridge  of  boots,  which  leads  from  thtf  town  to  it, 
uid  entered  one  of  the  ttreet*,  than  you  nuiy 
fancy  yuureirir  many  roilcs  off  in  another  country. 
Ilouics,  dress,  Un^Sfre,  race  of  people,  ure  All 
different,  tlnuige,  and  new. 

The  fidtermen  and  liHh-scllert  of  Dieppe  inUabtt 
this  apfictKln^  to  tlx  town.  Narrow  gtrer[«, 
boute*  built  of  wood  and  cisyt  of  a  dingy  ash-gray 
or  nsud  colour,  may  indeed  be  wvn  el.sewbere ;  but 
nrelf  have  they  m  foreign  an  air  as  hero.  The 
nuTOw  HrLiet  is  rendered  still  narrower  by  a  bun- 
dled Wooden  or  iron  orou,  protrudrd  from  every 
window  and  cafiement,  and  upon  which  fish,  nets, 
and  the  clothes  of  ihc  fisher  men  and  wuaien  are 
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hung  out  lo  dry.  Here  you  see  a  gray  jacket, 
■  here  a  red  petticoat,  and  close  to  it  a  dozen  glist«ii> 
ing  maekarel  nver  a  lirown  net,  in  wliich  they  have 
jusl  been  caught.  In  every  room  in  thew  dimtnu* 
live  houM^  dwells  a  family— father,  mother,  gmnd- 
faiher,  grandmother,  and  a  whole  tribe  of  grand' 
children — for  the  marriages  of  tlic  Rturdy  seafaring 
fKoplc  are  very  jirolilic.  From  the  street  you  step  at 
once  into  the  dwelhng-room,  bcd-raom,  itorr-roooi, 
kitchen,  and  cellar,  all  in  one.  I  took  a  stolen  peep 
nl  tome  of  them,  and  observed  the  beds  placed  one 
above  another,  as  in  the  cabin  of  a  ship,  and  counted 
ten,  twelve,  or  more,  in  a  nngje  room.  These  might 
indeed  be  destined  for  the  accommotUtioo  of  the 
fishermen,  who  come  during  the  li&hing  season  from 
the  whole  surrounding  country  to  Dieppe ;  though 
it  is  pOMiblc  enough  that  they  might  belong  to  a 
nngic  family ;  for,  as  I  have  observed,  the  mar- 
riages of  these  people  are  prolific. 

Before  the  doors  stand  or  sit  the  women  of  the 
whole  house,  six,  ten,  twelve,  in  number,  mending 
the  old  nets,  making  new  ones,  or  washing  and 
patching  the  men's  clothes.  Around  them  is  the 
wliole  crew  of  children,  some  of  them  employed, 
but  mostly  engaged  in  the  sports  of  thi-ir  age.  A 
seaman  now  ami  then  steps  up  to  them  aiid  pays 
them  some  coarse  compliment,  which  makes  ihcn 
all  laugh  :  and  here  and  (here  tome  veteran,  whose 
wMther-lx-ntcn  fuee  telU  that  he  has  defied  a  huo. 
dred  stoniis,  stops  to  diat  for  a  few  minutea. 

Were  I  a  punier,  I  would  try  to  represent  these 
toenes  :^r  perhaps  not,  for,  afur  oil,  the  life  thai 
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reigns  l>cne  is  ertry  thing  and  not  to  be  painted. 
And  then  the  un«ll  which  impregnates  the  bU 
motpbefVf  and  without  which  it  is  impossible  to 
figure  I(C  Pollet  to  one's  self— how  pniiil  that,  how 
express  that  ethereal,  sour,  salty  sauce  to  the  whole, 
redtdent  oftaraitd  train-oil!  And  it  is  (he  sauce 
that,  a»  in  nil  other  instances,  gives  (he  thing  a 
flavour.     Who  can  paint,  who  describe  ihnt  ? 

The  people  too  are  totally  difierenl  here.  The 
men  are  thort  and  stout ;  the  women  ulendcr,  but 
robust.  A  liealthy  complexion,  an  animAlvd  eye. 
embellish  a  face  that  is  in  general  regular  and  ova). 
The  feature*  of  tire  men  mostly  indicate  only  that 
bold  resolute  spirit  peculiar  to  sonmen ;  whiU-  those 
of  the  women  betray  not  less  boldness,  but  also  a 
certain  decree  of  irony  and  hunwur.  The  women 
are  if  any  thing  more  riinarkablL-  (ban  the  men. 
The  latter  resemble  seoraring  pcojilc  in  general, 
but  the  women  of  Le  Pollet  are  a  distinct  genua. 
TI»ey  are  perhaps  mare  men  than  their  husbands. 
During  ihe  absence  of  the  latter,  the  whole  manage- 
ment of  the  houM-  is  in  their  hands,  and  they  sel- 
dom resign  it  when  the  men  return.  It  is  they  who 
sell  the  lish  that  are  caught,  and  thus  come  in  con- 
tact with  the  penple  of  IKep|>c,  who  are  further 
advanced  in  civilization  ;  hence  they  soon  attain  a 
higher  step  than  their  husbands,  and  so  have  a 
right  to  wield  the  sceptre.  It  is  they  who  drag  the 
fisbing-l>oats  into  and  out  of  harbour;  and  they 
share  with  their  husbands  many  other  laborious 
oocopAtions,  which  serve  to  fortify   their  bodies. 
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Tbvir  masculine  liabtls  give  them  a  relish  for  the 
)>k-u<iircs  of  ihe  men  :  th*y  never  miss  llivir  treoU 
and  ilifir  parties,  aD()  aiog  their  song  and  take  their 
glass  with  as  mud)  glee  lu  their  conipanions  of  the 
ruder  tex.  Thi»  MMnewluit  l>arburau.i  custom,  liow. 
ever,  i.t  attended  with  tlivsc  gwxl  cfl'trct*,  tliat  mail 
and  wifv  more  rarely  quarrel,  that  the  htltcr  cannot 
reproach  the  former  with  spending  all  he  gels  in 
drink,  and  that  they  return  home  togeUtcr,  and  at  a 
very  early  hour.  Let  him  who  wishes  to  keep  a 
wliulc  skin  beware  of  picking  a  quarrel  with  these 
)>c-woinco ;  for  there  U  no  joking  with  them  :  but 
to  the  Pftriuan  danieb  who  ugh  for  the  cniaiKipaiion 
of  the  >eX(  I  ean  give  nu  better  advice  thaa  lo 
marry  a  Polleiaia. 

Before  the  lott  twenty  year>,  the  inhabitants  of 
Lc  Pullet  were  more  remarkable  for  tlinr  costume 
than  they  arc  at  prcMOl.  It  now  consists  io  genera] 
of  the  u»ual  fiihlng  dreu  of  Normandy — a  long 
brown  or  dark  blue  jiK'kei  and  irouiters,  boots 
covering  the  thighs  us  well  as  legs,  or  wide  canvan 
upper  trouacrs,  and  lastly  a  lacquered  sailor  bat  or 
a  red  Phrygian  rap.  Twenty  years  ag«)  their  cok 
tume  oonsiued  of  a  light  blue  jacket,  with  white 
cufls  and  collar,  trunk  huM,  high  stocJtings,  and 
sltoM  with  buckles.  Civilization  is  making  progress 
liere,  and  has  extcrminalcd  many  of  the  peculiarities 
of  the  Pollelais,  and  among  others  tla-ir  hefediury 
enmity  against  the  peoplo  of  Dieppe :  but  the  cha> 
riivtvr  of  ibis  race  i*  still  ori^nal  rnough. 

The  Pulletais  is,  like  moM  teamen,  brave  and 
kind<tK'Brted.     The  widows  and  orphans  ore  Aip- 
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pmled  by  ibem  :  titey  send  out  their  neU  wiili  the 
nuckt,  um]  wh«t  i«  nughi  in  them  ii  m  ponciu^ly 
delivered  to  ihc  owners  as  if  a  huibsnd  or  father 
still  shored  (he  toil  and  the  danger  with  his  old 
comnideji.  No  pauper  ever  applies  in  vain  to  a 
Pollctai*.  when  he  returns  to  port  laden  witli  hi* 
booty. 

The  grander  the  nature  armind  us,  the  more  in- 
significant ne  appear  to  ourwelves.  When  the  sea 
rages  nnd  dashes  against  the  rocks,  when  the  oak 
foPBSC  roars  and  the  w'nd  uproots  trees  a  thousand 
yeart  old,  tltcn,  fdtcd  with  awe,  we  pray  or  we 
adore*.  Henco  it  ti  that  icatnen  are  more  pious 
tban  we  who  live  upon  land,  and  to  whom  Natnre 
appears  in  all  lier  oninipoieni-e  much  more  rarely 
than  to  them.  The  inhabitants  of  Lc  Pollet  are  not 
leas  pious  than  seafaring  men  !n  general.  I  was 
coce  in  the  miners'  church  at  Goslar,  and  the 
tolemn  silence,  the  subdued  tones  of  their  voioiii, 
ascending  a.*  from  the  bowels  of  ihc  earth  lo  heaven, 
moved  me  to  the  bottom  of  my  soul.  In  the  church 
at  I'ollet  I  waa  affected  in  a  very  diScreni  manner. 
Here  too,  while  the  priest  alone  was  praying,  solemn 
■ilence  previuled,  but  when  the  fishermen  and 
tailors  bc^n  to  sing,  I  felt  quilc  uncomfortable. 
Il  woa  as  though  they  were  exorcising  a  tempest, 
and  apprehensive  lest  the  Almighty  would  not  hear 
tbem  uiileiM  ihcy  drowncil  with  their  singing  the 
voice  uf  the  storm.  I  fancied  that  I  heard,  amid 
the  roaring  of  the  waves,  now  a  cry  for  lielp,  ai>d 
prctcntiy  a  shriek  of  agony.     But  when  I  looked 


946 


LE  POLLET. 


■TOurKl  mcand  saw  the  hi  n  sliining  brightly  in  t 
the  winduwB,  and  was  thus  brought  back  from  ihc 
rev«rivs  of  imaginotiufi  tu  tlie  rcaliiit-H  of  lifi;,  my 
car*  were  to  painfulljr  Bir«:t<.>d,  that  I  was  glud  to 
leave  ihr  church  as  speedily  as  possible. 

A  few  days  afterwnrds  I  accidentally  witnessed  a 
funeni  prucessinn  of  botli  sexes,  following  in  mlan 
dcvotioit  one  whose  life  hod  been  wrecked  to  his  last 
home.  Even  the  nearest  relatives  behind  iIk  corpse 
ex|)re9sed  their  grief  only  in  (hat  solemn  composure 
which  in  iiaturul  to  |)CrsonR  who  have  a  thouiand 
times  looked  deulh  m  the  face  witltoul  qiioiltng. 

From  piety  to  superstition  is  in  general  but  a  step; 
the  limit  is  a  mathematical  line.  But  there  are 
various  kinds  of  Aupentiiion.  With  the  one,  chil- 
dren nrv  driven  to  l>cd,  and  old  wunieii  made  to  hold 
their  tongues.  The  other  is  the  poetry  of  comrooo 
Benfe,  which  strives  lo  solve  the  riddles  of  Naturh 
Of  this  kind  was  the  Miperslition  of  tlie  ancients, 
of  the  Greeks,  of  the  Ili>niaus,  and  above  all  of  the 
Germnns ;  of  the  former  kind  is  the  superstition  of 
modern  times,  the  dregs  of  Mdceiaaiical  diristi- 
aniiy.  The  superstitioDofaeamen  is  mofttly  genuine 
pagan,  full  of  manly  energy.  The  Nature  in  which 
tlicy  live  is  too  great  for  tlieir  comprehension  uvi 
their  eye :  ihey  gaze  in  Bstonislimeiit  at  her  wonders, 
and  endeavour  to  copy  iheoi  in  their  poetry  i>f 
sniXTHtiiion.  llui,  pious  and  superstitious  as  the 
inhubitanu  of  Lv  Polld  may  be,  iliey  never  repeal 
the  Lord's  Prayer  unless  in  ciute  of  mnergcocy.  and 
arc  a  wt  of  resolute  fellows,  who  ara  nol  a£mid  to 
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Vtp  out  an  Mtit  even  ia  th«  confessiotia],  and  (o 
promise  the  priest,  viih  a  Damnet  m<m  pire!  to 
give  up  cursing  and  swearing.  An  anecdote  which 
is  reUted  ora  Polieiais  chsractefisee  all  his  fcUow- 
lonnunrn,  whether  the  circuniBtaoce  actually  o& 
currMTor  not. 

A  fishctman  of  PoHct,  after  nn  illness,  went  lo 
church  to  pray  his  Ave  Maria,  and  to  return  thanks 
to  Heaven  for  his  recovery.  A  very  large  cruciiix 
w»a  hung  up  in  the  churtb.  The  chain  with  which 
it  was  fintcaod  gave  way,  and  the  wooden  imagt:  uf 
the  Redeemer  broke  ihe  fisherman's  arm,  «o  thiit  he 
was  again  brought  to  death's  door.  The  priest  came 
to  him  lo  prepare  him  for  the  journey  lo  the  other 
world,  and,  at  ihc  end  of  the  ceremonies,  hvid  a 
cniciiix  to  him  to  kiss.  The  patient  at  first  rcw 
fused ;  but,  at  the  persuasion  of  the  priest,  he  at 
lengtti  complied.  "  Pour  toi,"  »aid  he,  turning  to 
the  crucifix ;  "  zc  veux  bien,  zc  ne  I'en  vcux  pasi 
Dais  pour  ton  grand  coqiiia  de  frere,  Dieu  rk 
(Umt>e  si  ze  le  bais  jamais !" 

ADUilicr  story  is  not  Icsf  chnractrrUlic.  D'Au* 
bignd,  archbishop  of  Rouen,  was  dissBtialicd  with 
the  minister  uf  Follet,  who  had  been  aocuaed  of 
aome  bereay  »r  other.  He  therefore  forbade  all  the 
curates  of  the  piu-i»li  to  read  moM  at  Pullet.  The 
FoUeiaia  cared  nothing  about  thii,  >o  long  u  their 
pricM,  whom  they  highly  esteemed,  could  read  mass 
himactf.  To  put  an  end  to  the  scandal,  the  arch- 
bnbop  at  lengtli  came  to  Dieppe,  and  held  u  con- 
Tocation  in  tlie  church  of  St.  Remy,  to  decide  upon 
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ihe  caiie  of  the  heretical  air&,  The  PoUetaU  forced 
tht-ir  wny  into  the  church,  nnd  tiisjxmini  iliv  mkiW 
ConcLavp.  Tho  archbiithop  escaped  by  tlighL  U(|t 
thta  was  not  enough  for  them.  They  resolved  to 
tnke  a  more  severe  revenge  for  the  attsck  on  their 
belovnl  pastor,  bik)  so  Uicy  pmlcd  themsdvri  at  (he 
bridge  which  the  archbiithop  would  have  to  cross, 
intending  to  intercept  him  and  to  throw  him  into  the 
sea.  HU  euiineiico,  however,  not  dispoMd  lo  pur- 
chase CB noil ifli tin n,  like  St.  Nepomuk,  by  a  oold 
bath,  made  a  circuit,  and  hastened  out  of  the  (own 
by  Ihe  opposite  gate. 

A  f^nod  Caibiilic  will  no  doubt  make  the  sign  of 
the  croa  over  itic  piity  of  the  PoUctnis.  Such  ore 
(Iiey,  however,  at  once  devout,  euergettc,  and  inde> 
pcndiiit. 

The  life  of  teannen  m  so  fidl  of  odventunw,  whtcli 
look  as  much  like  miraclea  as  a  sun  toolcs  like  his 
father,  that  it  would  be  surprising  if  they  did  not 
believe  in  miracles.  A  sailor  related  to  me  one  or 
two  such  adventures. 

One  day,  the  wind  dashed  one  of  the  fidiing 
■macks  of  Dieppe  ogninst  (he  fncr.  The  furmn 
waves  (hen  seixed  the  shattered  boat,  lifted  her  up, 
flung  her  over  the  pier,  and  engulphed  her  with 
all  on  Ijoord.  Hundreds  of  epectatoDt  witnessed  tbe 
dbtress  and  destruction  of  (he  wsskI,  whidi  wu 
recognised.  Motlters  and  wives  hoAteoed  to  the 
spot,  hut  the  dcaih*4tr(iggle  was  over.  One  <d 
t)iutn,  who  bad  Iwen  married  but  a  fortnight,  and 
who  bad   k»t  tier  hmband   by   this  catastrophe^ 
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■vooned,  and  was  carriMi  into  the  nrorcst  tiouiie. 
It  was  aomv  hours  UTnix-  shr  was  able  lo  rettrrn 
home.  And,  as  she  opCDcd  the  door,  lo  I  iberc  sat 
ber  huslMnd,  warming  his  chilled  Huibit  at  (he  fire  I 
The  friends  who  aecuiiipaiiit-d  hor  made  the  oign  of 
ibe  cross,  hut  the  joiing  wife  threw  her  arms  nlM>ut 
the  necic  of  the  supposed  speetre,  who  answered  her 
kiiwFS  with  fleth  and  hlood.  The  same  wave  which 
tlirew  the  vessel  over  the  pier,  hurled  him  fntm  the 
deck  upon  it :  there  h«  lar  for  some  lime  scnsrless, 
and  did  not  recover  himself  lilt  the  crowd  had  din- 
pencd.  Next  day.  the  old  fS&liwoaien  declared 
that  Notre  Dan>e  had  jiidced  hitn  up  out  of  the  sea, 
and  laid  him  down  on  the  pier. 

On  another  occauon,  n  tivhtnf;  Hinack  grounded 
on  the  hcach  tdT  Diiiipe.  The  tcni|K-^tuou»  sea 
rocked  her  from  side  to  side,  and  every  fresh  wave 
threatened  to  swallow  her  up.  The  crew  betook 
tbeniMlvn  to  the  boat,  hut  no  uxmer  had  they 
pushed  ofPfrom  the  >.muck  than  itH-y  were  capsized 
by  t]ie  furious  element,  and  all  liands  pen»h«d, 
Wktc  after  wave  broke  over  the  stranded  vessel, 
md  it  was  several  hours  before  the  sea  retired  and 
left  her  dty.  The  oHkera  of  the  customs  keep  a 
vif^lant  eye  on  such  ves^ls,  and  prevent  any  oik> 
from  going  on  board  iheui,  till  they  have  been  in- 
spected by  the  proper  authorities.  The  fi«h(T-boys, 
nevertheleae,  seldom  fail  to  collect  about  such  wrecks ; 
aixl  tJiftt  was  lite  caw  on  ihi.i  oecasion.  They  diii- 
ttnclly  heard  nmoaningin  the  vowl,  and  fcamprred 
off*,  ccrta'u)  that  it  must  be  the  devil  himself.     The 
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custoniJiousc  ofGccn,  however,  wcin  on  board,  aiid 
found  two  boys  belonging  to  the  vesael.  whom  ibe 
crew  had  not  luul  lime  to  take  with  theui  in  the 
boat,  titifr  with  wvt  and  cold,  but  oiherwUe  unhurt, 
in  the  hoid. 

Alniott  every  seaman  has  met  with  extraordiniLry 
odveniurcs  of  this  kind,  and  hence  we  may  account 
for  his  belief  in  that  whicli  he  haa  not  expericocetl, 
and  which,  after  all,  mu»t  appear  vcurcely  more 
wonderful  to  him  ihun  tlio  olher.  The  »u|wr- 
natural,  the  mystical,  here  lic«  so  near  the  tnitii, 
that  it  must  be  ray  diSicull,  at  leau  for  the  un- 
taught seaman,  to  diteover  the  Iwundary  between 
tbein. 

Whenever  a  vessel  returns  from  Newfoundland, 
a  pilot  leaves  (he  harbour  in  his  boat  and  sails  to 
nievt  Iter.  When  he  gets  mt  buard,  the  pilot  must 
not  speak  to  a  creature  excvpliiig  the  c>i|>uiin,  lo 
whgui  he  (hoi)  relalve  every  tiling  of  interest  as  well 
lo  tiK-  crew  in  general  as  lo  each  individual,  that  has 
occurred  duting  the  last  four  or  live  months,  li  is 
not  till  tlie  pilot  iian  left  the  »hip  iliat  the  captain 
uequainis  hi»  men  with  lt»e  news  whidt  be  lias  coni- 
niunicMcd.  lie  informs  one  of  the  death  of  hit 
fatlter  or  his  bride,  another  of  the  birth  of  a  ton. 
What  must  be  tlie  fedings  of  the  whole  crew  when 
tbey  ux  ihe  pilut-biKit  approaching  !  what  mu>l  be 
their  inipiitieiK'c  while  llie  pilot  i>  clo«eied  witli  the 
captain  in  his  cabin!  how  ihv  lu-att  of  each  niu»t 
throb,  after  the  boat  has  left  the  ship,  when  tJic 
captaij)  calls  him,  uncertain  whether  he  tfaall  hear 
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tidings  uf  joy  orftncf  l^-all  this  may  be  more  cosily 
inuginvd  than  dcsrnbed.  Such  momenis  eluvau- 
the  Dun,  expand  his  hearl,  aiid  impart  ihai  rotn- 
posurr,  which  in  the  end  makes  him  forget  wiiat 
atom  is,  but  nito  the  force  to  grasp  nod  to  elaborate 
the  highest  ideas.  Tliis  is  a  school  in  which  one 
becomes  A  poet,  without  witliing  lo  be  or  knowing 
that  one  is  so. 

'i'lic  old  aiu)  inltresting  inidiliona  of  the  Bsilors 
and  RshcriocnaregrsdiiBlly  disappearing.alongwiih 
their  charactensttc  costume.  Civilisation  —  mis- 
chievuus  civiliiuition  — tliitatens  to  revolutionise 
Pollet  itaeir.  It  cost  mc  no  little  trouble,  and  I 
WM  obliged  to  have  recourse  to  former  travellers, 
to  discover  any  traces  of  these  old  tradiuoos. 

On  All  Suuls'  day,  lejoiir  det  marts,  the  Bcaman 
tdb  10  wind  all  Uium-  who,  during  the  \aBi  year, 
have  pcriihud  in  the  conflict  wiih  tlic  otiier  elvmrnt. 
There  arc  few  who  have  not  to  mourn  a  falhcr,  a 
brollier,  a  son,  or  a  friend.  What  wonder  that  on 
this  day  the  iaugination  should  be  more  lively  and 
more  MtJve !  Vvar  after  year,  on  All  Souls*  day— 
(u  old  folks  at  I'olU-t  Mill  rcJaU- — u  soil  was  dis- 
enrned  about  midnight  in  the  distance,  and  it  seemol 
to  be  wafted  by  a  stiff  breeze  towards  the  port  of 
l>icppe.  But  preaenily  it  was  teen  hanging  loovvly 
about  the  nio&l,  and  the  ship,  nevcrihvless,  np- 
proaclicd  nearer  and  nearer.  The  people  oa  shore 
could  at  length  distinguish  that  ftlie  was  a  ves^l 
which  tuid  been  nii&sin);  tar  some  time  aiK)  given  up 
for  lotU     She  come  nearer  still,  and  now  the  crew 
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could  hi  discerned.  And  the  mother  saw  llw  ttto 
whow  loss  she  liad  bemoaned  for  monllK,  and  (he 
daugUur  ilie  faifii-r,  ihe  niMer  tin-  brother,  and  the 
widow  her  hutband.  All  hutcncd  to  lh«  t^l  to  hail 
their  joyful  return.  The  crew,  meanwhile,  stood 
silent  and  motioaless.  Nobody  iros  surprised  at  this, 
for  very  often,  in  immiDenl  dangertthc  sailur*  make 
a  vow  not  to  tjtcak  till  lla-y  haw  rctunuid  thanks  to 
Notre  Dntne  and  to  Ilrarcn  for  tlioc  dclivcniDce. 
A  csble  was  thrown  totliesbij)  from  the  pier,  fur  the 
purpoflcofdrawinf;  her  into  tlH'  harbour.  Alt-n  and 
women  laid  holdof  it,asll>cy  may  bcdailyscen  (odo 
in  Dieppe,  to  haul  the  vessel  into  port ;  hut,  tug  as 
they  wouUi,  (hey  could  not  move  her  from  the  spot. 
At  lc())!tli,  the  churdi  dock  struck  ooe,  and  the 
tliip  vantnhttl,  with  all  nn  board. 

Aitotl>er  popular  tradition,  perhaps  more  ai>CM:fit 
tlian  the  preceding,  and  owing  iu  origin  to  the 
times  of  the  Druid  or  German  paganism,  is  con- 
neciml  with  the  samv  idea  that  called  forth  the 
story  of  All  Souls'  day.  About  midnight  a  car- 
rtagL-  was  iM-urd  rolling  through  the  streeU  of 
Pellet,  and  tlw  relations  heard  the  voiees  of  tliose 
who  had  died  in  Uiecoursc  of  the  past  year.  White 
dogs  nni  l)efure  l)i«  vehicle,  which  woa  drawn  by  a 
team  of  eight  white  honws.  at>d  in  it  stood  or  sat 
t)>e  deceased  in  thi-ir  windinR-shciis.  But  very  few 
have  aeen  this  noctunuil  apparition;  for  whoever 
■eos  it  is  sure  to  die  before  a  year's  eiid,  on  w)uch 
account  all  who  li«ar  it  moke  basic  to  close  titcir 
windows. 
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It  b  IcM  difficult  to  guess  llic  origin  and  object 
of  tlw  following  story  :~>ODe  nigtit,  mAcr  n  tre- 
Dendoas  Morm,  the  eexloD  of  Notre  Damo  tic 
Gervus,  in  I'ollet,  was  awakened  by  the  ringing  of 
the  m«a»-belL  He-  jumped  om  of  bed,  conceiving 
that  be  had  overslept  himself,  and  tliat  tlic  pf  ivst  hud 
employed  uioiher  person  to  ring.  On  entering  tha 
churdi,  he  saw  the  priest  already  at  the  altar,  and 
a  great  numl>er  of  litliemien  assembled  in  tilent 
devotion.  Here  knelt  Jean,  who  bad  left  the  putt 
hair  a  year  before  and  not  rrturnMl ;  tlu'rc  Paul, 
whose  body,  cost  up  by  the  sea,  tho  sexton  had  l)im> 
■eir  assi«icd  to  bury.  Overcome  with  horror,  be 
could  neither  speak  not  stir  from  tlic  spot.  At 
lengtl)  tile  piiest  was  procevding  to  cotDmunioatc, 
but  could  not.  The  host  drop|>fd  from  his  hood, 
(ad  hia  shriek  of  anguish  was  re-«thocd  by  all  pre- 
■mb  At  length  the  priest  turned  to  the  sexion 
and  said  to  him :  "  Ma»tcr  Piern-,  my  po(»r  Pierre, 
ilua't  you  know  nie  ogatn— Regnauld,  whose  ship 
•truck  on  Easter  Monday  upon  the  rock  of  AiUy 
and  pori»hcd  i  1  vowed  to  have  a  matf  performed 
for  Notre  I)ame,  and  I  forgot  my  vow.  I  would 
hare  now  aaid  tliis  mass  nyaetf,  in  order  to  fulfil 
my  vow ;  but  when  1  attempt  to  communicate,  I 
feel  all  hell  in  my  throat,  I  am  on  hrc,  master 
Pierre.  Tell  my  son  uever  to  forget  the  nwrniet 
that  he  promises  to  Notre  Dame." 

Sueb  fltoriea  produced  their  effect :  and  even  at 
the  pruM'nt  diiy  we  i»ee  occa-iionully,  though  but 
rarely,  the  whole  crew  of  a  sliip,  which  haa  outlived 
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a  tempest,  going  on  pilgritnage  barefoot  >n<l  in  ihnir 
shirts  to  Boinc  celebrated  cliapel  in  futiilmcnt  of  a 
TOW.  A  vow  of  tliin  kind  in«itf  in  n  storm  luw— • 
hundreds  are  rmdy  to  attest  it — llic  immcdute 
efliBct  of  doubling  tlic  crew,  '*  Lc  navirc  nt 
doubk,"  is  the  exclamation  by  which  the  crew,  in 
the  laHt  emcrgencyi  are  excited  to  renewed  exer^ 
tioiu,  ond  ibis  cry  alone  bis  Mvod  many  a  vcmel. 
Faith  can  remove  mountains,  and  why  should  it 
not  have  the  rffWct  (A'  increasing  tbe  number  of  a 
•hip's  crew  I  If  but  one  Tiithcr  is  preserved  by  it 
for  his  children,  who  will  dare  to  smile  scornfully 
Btit! 

T)»e  giris  of  Pollet  have  a  supentitious  notion  of 
a  different  kind.  These  seek  upon  tbe  beach  a 
white  stone  of  a  particular  shape,  which  they  coll 
la  pierre  du  bonheur,  and  to  which  they  ascribe  the 
power  of  conferring  prosperity,  delivering  ihcni 
ftxHD  danger,  and  bringing  iliem  in  due  Ume  a  good 
husband.  How  many  tliou&and  years  old  this 
practice  ia  llie  gods  of  Gaul  might  |>eriiapt)  be  able 
to  tell.  It  would  not  be  very  difficult  to  giii-M  why 
llie  fishemicu  consider  a  cat  as  tbe  devil,  and  are 
struck  with  horror  when  they  Gad  one  on  board 
their  vcueU;  but  it  would  t>e  harder  to  explain 
why  they  should  Iwl  a  similar  horn>r  at  the  niviiliua 
of  the  name  of  a  pric«t,  and  imagine  tliat  it  brings 
them  ill  luck.  In  vain  have  1  Muught  the  grounds 
of  this  notion,  and  must  therdbtv  coiiirni  mywif 
with  stating  the  foci. 

Th«  number  thirteen  is  unlucky  here,  as  in  every 
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pan  ofNonnandy.  It  is  also  unlucky  tu  oferturn 
A  salt-cellar,  m  lay  a  knife  and  fori:  across,  to  set  a 
loaf  on  the  labie  upfiidc  iluwn;  but  whoever  «U 
under  a  brain  at  aa  «n(ertaianieiit  is  sure  to  be  th« 
nrxt  nlm  will  be  murried.  To  discover  tlie  catioea 
of  all  tltese  whims  of  superatiiion  would  be  u  dif- 
ficult lank.  Give  the  devil,  like  a  woman,  but  a 
finger,  amj  he  will  presently  take  the  whole  hand 
and  all  the  rest.  But  enough  on  this  huIij<.'cU  I 
am  almost  afraid  tliat  this  rogi.ttcr  «f  superstition 
niif^t  lea*!  the  reader  to  suppow  that  the  honest 
fishermen  are,  aAer  all,  very  little  belter  than  thoiie 
who  are  intimidated  with  a  paternoster,  or  who  eon- 
ceive  tlwt  in  repeating  that  prayer  they  have  done 
•nuugti  for  a  suffering  fellow -creature.  I  wtU  relate 
the  liistory  of  one  of  them,  which  will  serve  10 
teach  us  Iwtter. 

Id  the  night  of  the  Slst  of  August,  1777,  in  a 
most  treiDcndouB  storm,  a  vessel  attempted  to  run 
into  the  liarbour  of  Dieppe.  llous!>ard,  the  pilot, 
who  was  never  missing  when  the  temjieat  raged, 
WHS  ufl  Ute  pier,  and  !iL-viiig  ihiil  th«  captain  of  the 
Khip  made  neverul  fnlsv  msn<cuvre»,  be  calleil  to 
him  with  his  s|)enking  trumpet,  directing  him  what 
U>  do,  and  strove  by  gestures  to  render  himself  in- 
telligible. Uwing  to  the  storm  and  the  darkness, 
hiii  effiirtt  proved  unavailing,  and  the  ship  struck 
abotit  thirty  futlioms  above  the  )Rtir.  Every  body, 
excepting  Uoussard,  gave  up  tiie  crew  fur  lost. 
Determined  tu  save  thciii,  be  was  goii>g  to  tic  a 
rope  round  his  body,  in  order  to  carry  it  to  tlie 
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■hip;  but  hiH  wife  and  children  ood  hi«  friandt 
•urrotmdcd  «nd  t)e>oU{|^t  him  by  all  (hatwMaacrcd 
not  to  rush  uselessly  into  certain  dcclractiDa. 
BousMrd,  listening  only  to  the  voioe  of  humanity, 
reprouched  ht>  frirntl*  with  tlioir  coirunhcv,  ktii)  at 
length  prevailed  upon  litem  to  lake  home  his  «ifli 
and  children.  Having  tied  one  end  of  the  rope 
round  him  and  fastened  the  other  to  the  pier,  he 
plunged  into  tin-  wb.  Twenty  limes  did  tlw  wuvea 
burl  him  baek  upon  the  heoch,  and  as  otten  did  he 
plunge  again  into  the  mgiog  billowj.  A  fresh 
trave  dung  liim  towards  the  &bip,  and  he  disap- 
pearvd  Iwncath  her,  A  general  cry  of  horror  pro- 
claioted  bis  destruction.  But  he  had  only  dived  to 
lily  hold  of  a  uilor  whoni  the  tea  had  swept  from 
the  deck,  and  wliuni  he  contrived  to  take  aetuvleM 
to  the  shore.  A  lft>t  iillviDpt  to  reach  ihe  Aip 
proved  successful :  be  climbed  her  side,  and  con- 
veyed to  the  crew  the  rope  hy  which  they  were 
dntwii  a«horc  oitc  aflcr  another. 

But  Bousard  h&d  not  yd  finished  his  gtorious 
work.  Kxbausted  with  his  exertions,  he  was  ood- 
ducted  by  hia  fnends  to  tite  nearest  htxise,  wlwre 
he  brouglit  up  the  sca-urater  (hat  he  had  swallowed. 
A  gust  of  wind  welded  to  the  shore  (he  cry  of  ■ 
pMScngcr  who  bud  been  leti  Iwhind,  niul  Bounard 
•ooQ  learned  that  thciv  was  another  fellow* creature 
to  nve.  He  fell  his  strength  renewed,  nnd,  befote 
ihoM  about  bini  were  aware,  !»e  Imu!  ruAhed  out  of 
the  hotiK-,  plunged  agsin  into  the  sea,  nnd  wbs 
battling  with  tlte  same  difficulties  which  hs   hid 
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brrorv  encountered,  and  which  he  overcame  with 
the  like  suoceM.  The  passenger  was  nvcd.  Etj^lit 
out  of  ten  pcr«Hi!i  owed  their  lives  to  his  couragcoui 
exertions.  Louis  XVL  made  liim  «  [ircaent  of  a 
thousand  francs  and  setlleil  on  htm  a  pension  of 
three  huiidntl,  Hv  was  appointvd  keeper  of  the 
pier  lighthouse — .in  office  which  has  ever  since  bcco 
held  hy  the  Bouaajirtls,  descending  from  father  to 
•on  :  and  not  a  year  httn  postnid  unniurked  liy  deeds 
worthy  of  llie  fint  poMcssor.  Close  to  the  parapet 
of  the  pier  of  DippjK  is  a  pole  covered  with  copper, 
to  which  i&  fastened  a  chuin.  Here,  in  every  &torDi 
since  17T7,  wheilicr  in  tlie  night  or  the  day,  a 
Bousnard  hn«  token  his  elation,  clinging  to  the  chain, 
and  served  as  a  warning  voice  to  those  whom  dan- 
gar  and  the  tempeatuoua  sea  pursued  into  the 
harbour.  And  though  the  waves  broke  over  him, 
though  they  wiultcd  him  from  his  post  of  honour, 
rising  from  their  bosom  he  would  agiun  give  advice 
with  his  speaking  trumpet,  in  defiance  of  the  sea 
and  all  it*  offortA.  Fif^y  times  has  a  RouissonI  risked 
hi*  life  to  save  the  lives  of  other*.  Niipuleon 
ordered  a  house  to  be  built  for  him  close  lo  the 
spot  where  the  first  Boussard  performed  hia  heroic 
adikeeraenc  He  gnve  him  the  cross  of  honour, 
and  not  a  marshal  of  tbcm  all  is  more  worthy  of 
the  distinction,  even  though  he  assisted  in  gaining 
the  IwttUv  of  Aubtcrlitz  and  Jena.  Fur  more  than 
half  a  century,  whenever  there  has  been  a  vessel  or 
a  fcllow-creature  lo  save,  t)>e  people  have  asked  : 
**  Have  we  no  Boussiux)  here  ?" 
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WI)eD  we  linvc  cronod  the  little  bridge  uT  die 
h&rbouror  Dieppe,  and  find  ourselvea  in  a  momeat 
in  a  totally  Mrniigc  country<  among  {leoplc  baving 
other  nuuitierR,  other  cuitoms,  and  even  another 
language,  ne  natumlly  aak,  whence  this  diSereoce? 
Literary  Q>e»  have  onkcd  the  nine  que»uon,  and 
at(cm)>tG(l  to  «o1to  il.  One  of  these,  Vitct,  in  hi* 
History  of  Dieppe,  reveals  the  Kcrel  to  his  readers. 
Pollet,  he  saya,  ooiiies  from  Poletto,  die  little  com- 
pOM,  indicating  the  pole.  Tho  word  poinu  to  Italy ; 
the  old  cyistiimeB  of  the  Gshenuen  likewise  remind  us 
of  Italy  ur  S)Kiin.  Then  again  the  proounciaiion  of 
die  Polletais  is  very  soft,  and  j  in  particular  is  alwayg 
tunitnl  into  z.  Such  are  the  grounds  which  induced 
M,  Viiet  to  consider  the  I'olletais  as  de«-ended 
from  Italians  generally  and  Venetians  in  {tanicular. 
He  has  overlooked  the  eireunihtanco  thai  one  of  the 
stiretsis  crcn  called  Rue  de  la  Lombardene.  This 
Would  have  been  an  additional  reason.  I  hofte  the 
reader  will  duty  appreciate  my  generoatty  in  sop- 
plying  an  adversary  with  arms  before  I  attack 
him. 

In  my  opinion,  all  these  striking  or^gumeota 
provo  very  little  or  nothing.  I  beliere,  moreovw, 
that  the  great  majority  of  the  fishertnen  and  inhabit- 
ants of  the  coast  of  Normandy  are  of  Oermon 
Oripn.  The  pnof  deduced  from  the  word  Police 
I  cotild  very  easily  drive  out  of  the  field,  or  at 
k>ast  counterbalaoee  by  another  etymology,  were  I 
(o  maintain  that  Pollet  ia  derived  from  the  North 
German  PofU — pole;  and  that   Pollet  is  actually 
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litUKied  upon  tt  tract  gnincd  froni  the  sen,  upon 
whkli  houses  and  hovels  co(il<]  not  be  built  till 
poles  or  jnlcs  had  been  driven  into  the  ground.  As 
for  (he  cQfilume,  (hat  is  Dutch  full  an  much  as 
Italian.  If  we  would  deduce  with  any  decree  of 
ceriiunty  the  origin  of  tlte  Polletais,  tliero  is  a  very 
Mtnpk-  way  of  doing  so.  The  study  of  their  lan- 
guid and  manners,  and  of  the  popular  dialect  in 
partKuIar,  must  necessarily  show  in  words  and 
tarns  whence  (hey  come,  whether  froni  the  south  or 
from  tia-  north.  What  I  know  alwul  these  I  have 
picked  up  running,  as  it  were ;  but  to  me  it  appears 
that  all  I  have  yet  mentioned  bears  a  northern 
much  murv  tliuu  a  <H>uil)eru  stamp.  The  traditions 
Conocrning  ihc  ciirriiij^i.-  and  the  ship  of  the  dead 
belong,  as  the  French  would  say,  to  lhe_^^s  of  the 
Germanic  regions.  Anoilier  story,  which  the  old 
dames  of  FoUet  relate  to  their  grandchildren,  is  as 
ibilows.  One  day,  a  great  number  of  chihlren  were 
playing  »n  the  beach,  when  a  little,  very  little  man, 
It  pftit  homme  rouge,  passed  by,  and  iltc  children 
be^n  to  niake  game  of  him.  The  little  man  was 
angry,  and  picked  up  stoncSf  and  threw  them  at  the 
orchtnL  And  the  stones  showered  down  upon 
them  as  if  flung  by  a  hundred  hands,  and  drove 
thent  away  in  a  great  fnght,  but  without  doing 
tbem  any  harm.  So  the  children  got  iniu  a  fishing- 
boat,  but  tlie  little  man  followed  and  kept  pelting 
Away  till  ilivy  were  forced  to  go  below  unti  hide 
themselves.  But  there  they  could  distinctly  hear 
the  nones  rattling  upon  the  deck  over  llinr  beads 
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for  a  full  hour,  bo  that  they  imagined  tluit  the  wliole 
•hip  would  Ik  coverrd  and  thcmsekes  bun«i]  under 
tlieiD.  At  l«rt  all  won  qui«t.  They  Tcntured  to 
pc«p,  and  bchuJd,  the  little  nuin  iind  all  (he  atones 
were  gone  (  tlicy  saw  not  odc  left  upon  live  deck . 
It  cannot  lie  iloubtvil  that  tlm  liilte  man  wu  a 
dwurf,  a  mmmtsin^spritr,  a  Dear  kinsman  of  the 
Gonnaa  Hiibcsahrs,  and,  as  every  body  kiwi**, 
these  dwarfs  were  the  mischievous  olTspring  of 
nonhern  imagination.   ' 

Oik  day,  two  fishermen  were  going  inland  Trom 
Poltet.  On  reacliing  the  top  of  the  hill,  they  saw  a 
little  boy  Hitting  by  the  road-ude,  and  aikc<)  him 
what  Ito  *at  doing  there.  "  I  am  renting,"  was  the 
aiuwer,  "nnd  ihnll  then  walk  toBemcville,"  which 
is  •  teague  from  Pollet.  *'  Well,  then,"  rrpUcd  the 
fishenoen,  "  you  can  go  along  with  Ui,  for  ihst  is 
our  way  too."  As  they  went  along,  the  boy  ooa. 
trivcd  loanniM;  the  tl>lienm'n  wilh  r  humtn-il  merry 
pranks,  to  that  they  were  quite  ddighinl  wilh  him. 
By  and  by,  ttwy  ctm«  to  the  pond  neor  Bemevillc. 
Here  the  boy  laid  bold  of  one  of  the  linhermen, 
lifted  him  up  like  a  «huttlecock,  and  threw  him 
ov«r  the  pond.  He  alighted  unhurt  on  the  other 
Bide.  "  V'ou  may  bleu  your  stars,"  said  il>e  boy. 
•'  tliat  yoo  sprinkU'tl  yourself  wilh  holy  water  ihi« 
moniiog,  oitierwiwe  you  mutt  infallibly  have  fallen 
into  the  pond," — The  holy  water  in  an  addition  of 
modem  times :  the  dwarf  and  liis  tneks  point  again 
to  the  north. 

Of  the  dialect  of  the  Polletai*  1  hure  iwt  been 
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able  fo  catch  much,  aa  thev  have  borrowed  from 
their  neighbours  a  gnat  mojiy  expressions  in  Uiv 
l^ngu.igc  of  oonimon  life,  and  my  brief  tilsy  did  not 
pcnDit  em,'  In  niter  inio  long  iiuTsligiitionB,  I  only 
reooUect  odco  hearing  a  person,  when  speaking  of 
the  poppy,  ID  Freiicli  pavot,  call  it  mahon,  in  Gcr< 
nan  Mohn.  L&tily,  a  piuctiix  which  n  likewise 
Gcmiaii,  iliftt  of  husbands  buying,  as  it  were, 
their  wires  of  their  parents,  has  not  been  entirely 
relinquish«d  here,  or  at  least  it  still  lives  in  tho 
memory  of  all. 

These,  liowever,  are  mere  eonjecturea.  They 
cianot  octfuirc  the  force  of  pro(»fs,  unlvss  venlied 
by  arguments  deduced  from  langiiiigv,  ninnners, 
and  aiitoma.  Any  really  national  pcculinrity, 
however  trivial  it  may  aeem,  ia  of  llie  utmost  im- 
portance iu  n^rd  to  llie  hintnry  of  (h«^  )U'o])Ie. 
The  earth  bus  lx*cn  turnctl  up,  in  order  to  find  a 
coin,  R  ruin,  and  then  to  dispute  most  pertinaciously 
about  their  import,  and  to  write  Iwuks  on  the  sub. 
ject.  Men  have  puKjcM  th^ir  brutns  to  make  out 
tbe  meaning  of  a  few  Kigns  and  ciphers  in«cribetl 
by  0  playful  fancy  upon  an  amulet.  But  very 
rarely  Kns  any  one  concnvrd  the  idea  that  every 
popular  custom,  every  peculiar  irord  of  a  national 
direct,  every  u»age,  and  every  tradition,  bean  « 
•tamp  far  more  characteriBtic  and  more  easy  to  de- 
fltpher  than  any  of  the  coins  of  the  U|)|kt  or  Lower 
£mpnre,  which  it  lias  cokI  hundn.'dK  iif  thwiuinds  to 
dig  out  of  their  rubbi^i.  I  have  nothing  to  say 
■goimt  that,  for  the  whim  gives  bread  to  many 
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honest  labourers :  onljr  it  were  to  be  wished  thai 
others  would  take  ihc  trouble  In  make  intiuirici 
where  such  tncjuiries  might  be  productive  of  gain. 
E^cry  people,  every  tribe,  every  village,  is  its  own 
hiMnry,  if  one  consult*  and  hns  the  tk'iW  to  itnraii'el 
its  Unguiige,  manners,  custom*, and  traditions.  In 
France,  the  rerolutton  has  swept  away  many  of  the 
peculiarities  which  previously  subsisted  among  the 
people;  and,  unie!»  M>inc  acute  observer  shall  soon 
oriM:  lo  collect  such  tracc«  of  itiem  as  still  remain, 
perhaps  in  ten  or  twenty  years  il  may  be  totally 
impot«ible  to  find  any ;  for  even  Pollci,  which  for 
centuries  contrived  to  keep  itself  an  alien  to  Dieppe, 
is  daily  losing  more  and  more  oS  its  peculiar  cha- 
racter ;  and  the  language,  cuMoms,  and  usages,  by 
which  il  was  onct-  diMiiij^uithed,  nre  fast  wearing 
away.  To  work  then,  yc  historical  inquirers  :  ding 
overboard  the  lumber  of  erudition.  and«tudy  in  real 
life  the  life  of  the  people  and  its  hisiory  :  that  ts  the 
true,  the  purest  source. 
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Eniiron*  of  Dliipp»— CiU  dci  Limei.  ui  uiatont  Fortiiicailan  tX- 
Iribaled  to  the  Sclgic  G«ii!*  —  U.  Peret.  Ilbncbin  ot  Uitppo 
aail  hi*  RnMrchoi — Popol^^T^l'llli^lnll  curn-nt  in  Iho  <n*iran( 
—  Popalu  PattiiaU — Anjuet — Victory  guocd  there  over  tha 
L«k|[u«rt  by  Hcniy  IV. —  A  Bagfpir  Fminily  —  V»im||«vills  — 
MiBoir  d'Ango — Hiilor;  of  Jo»d  Ango— Church  ot  Vuonge- 
lUlo;  Irgvnd  cnncFtning  it. 

Chanck  Iuu  a(  limve  given  me  some  smart  sliipt, 
but  it  has  Dcver  fnilnl  afterwards  to  stroke  tlic  check 
that  yet  tingled  from  the  last  blow.  I  have  in  con- 
sequence arrived  at  to  trul)~  Chnstian  a  philosophy 
at  patiently  to  hold  forth  the  right  cheek  when  I 
have  been  smitten  on  the  left.  At  Dieppe  again  I 
had  at  first  the  luck  of  being  unfortunate  :  all  the 
st^ang(^^s  who  had  visited  the  town  for  the  sake  of 
•ea-bathing  were  gone.  That  ci re uni stance  of  itself 
would  haw  been  a  subject  of  r^ret ;  but  as  these 
guests  had  left  the  place  on  the  first  of  October,  the 
public  library  liod  been  closed  on  the  same  day,  and 
ihii  grieved  me  much,  for,  though  I  am  by  no  moans 
•  bookworm,  yet  1  hoped  to  have  there  found  in- 
fonruition  on  thiti  or  the  otht-r  p<aiit.  I  reiiolvcd, 
therefore,  at  once  to  call  on  ihc  lit>nirian  and  to 
arrange  the  matter  with  him  ;  and  lucky  it  was  that 
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I  did  x>.  M.  Ferel,  librarian  of  Dieppe,  is  inoon- 
testsbly  one  of  ltM)*o  nioii  wlio  huvc  sliiilirtl  ihe  his- 
tory or  their  country  with  most  iaduslry  and  Hueccss. 
Uc  offered  immediately  to  accompany  me  to  the 
library,  wh«re  we  )l«yed  •  coouderuble  lime ;  and 
I  h«d  occanon  to  congratulate  mynelf  on  liiv  (li»- 
appoinlmcnt  wliidi  had  forced  me  to  make  his  per- 
sonal aequainuince.  He  coincided  in  my  notions  of 
the  importiiDcc  of  |)o|>ulor  custoniK,  Iruditions,  and 
dialect.  He  shewed  me  in  the  library  several 
Roman  and  Galhc  antiquities,  mostly  duR  up  in 
the  Cit^  deit  Limes;  and  wliL-n  I  mentioned  my 
intention  of  inspecting  ihiit  historical  riddle,  Feret 
oficred  to  accompany  mc  thither  on  (he  foilowring 
day.  A  better  guide  and  cicerone  one  could  not 
well  hove,  for  he  lui.t  mode  a  piirticuW  ttudy  of 
this  ancient  fortification,  and  ctidenvourtd  by  re- 
•nrchc*  on  the  spot  to  ascertain  something  of  its 
history. 

Haifa  league  from  I)tep{M',  on  the  lop  of  the  cliff, 
you  ooinc  to  a  dike  or  rampart  of  earth,  thrown  up 
in  n  HemiciTxilc  of  about  two  ihouuind  yard&,  and 
having  a  ditch  at  its  foot ;  whence  there  can  be  im> 
doubt  that  this  place  was  fortified  at  tome  remote 
period  by  the  hand  of  num.  Thif  wall  and  ditch 
on  the  land  side,  and  the  cliff  about  sixty  yards  la 
height  towards  the  sea,  defended  those  who  were 
within  the  enclosure  from  any  sudden  surprise. 
Places  fortified  by  walla  and  ditches  are  in  general 
oM  rcry  remarkable ;  they  ore  to  be  fnun<l  every 
where,  and  belonging  to  all  the  periods  of  hutorj  ; 
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but  ihne  seein  to  be  ihe  work  of  a  gigantic  race. 
Such  al  Inst  is  tlic  iinpfx«non  pniduccJ  iijmn  ihe 
mind  by  the  wall,  in  niftiiy  places  more  than  sixty 
feet  higfi,  ami  by  the  extent  of  the  fortificnlion, 
capable  of  containing  on  onny  of  lercnl  hundred 
tl)OU«ind  men.  1  am  not  aware  that  there  exists  in 
Europe  another  hi&toricul  monument  fif  the  kind  on 
so  large  a  scale. 

Within  the  forltficntion  you  perceive,  e5|>ecially 
along  the  wall,  several  hollows,  all  of  them  nearly 
in  the  form  of  a  blunt  half-moon.  Researches  in 
some  of  tlieiw  have  convinced  i'erel  that  (hey  were 
in  incicnt  times  the  sites  of  habitations.  Tti«re 
were  found  in  them  pieces  of  Gallic  urns,  ashn, 
and  bones,  burned  and  unburned,  aim  stone  axc«, 
Ihtidtedatid  unfinUlied,and  aumc  coins  of  the  period 
Antecedent  to  the  contjuc^t  of  GunI  by  the  Roi»an«. 
Among  the  bones  dug  up  were  several  which  aro 
•uppooed  not  to  belong  to  any  of  ihe  animal  species 
now  knuvn  in  Europe. 

In  the  left  half  of  the  endosurc  vns  foinid  a 
wrin  of  hillocks,  which,  on  examination,  proved  to 
be  barrows,  or  buriat-plaoes ;  on  one  ddv  of  these 
graves  was  diHCOvercd  a  clionnci,  also  in  tlie  fonn  of 
a  balf-moon,  constructed  of  stones  luid  one  u|>oii 
another;  and  Feret  is  of  opinion  that  it  served  to 
admit  a  current  of  air  to  the  spot  where  the  dea<), 
wbuw  nnhcB  Iwve  been  found,  were  burnwl.  Lastly, 
on  digging  about  the  middle  of  the  wall,  near  the 
margin  of  the  diff,  there  were  discovered  the  ruins 
of  a  Roman  building,  and  in  it  boiics  and  iculln, 
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likru'iite  Roman  vasn,  glaw  rings,  hair-pins,  muA 
roiiiH  ijf  ihe  emperors. 

Who  conMnicted  this  gignntic  work  ?  is  «  qites- 
tion  whicli  naturally  occurs  to  Kwry  mind,  and  there 
the  <)i«|tiiu-  comnioicc*.  There  is  not  one  of  ihc 
IHCTS  ttiui,  so  far  as  ihe  records  of  history  extend, 
ever  set  foot  in  Nonnandy,  to  whidi  it  hiu  not  been 
ailrihtiied.  The  En^li*)i,  the  Nwrnmns  Charle- 
magne, the  Romans,  the  Gauls,  the  Salmons,  the 
Belgians,  hare  all  had  their  advoCKtes.  The  two 
hypothecs  whieh  have  mniniained  ihtrir  ground  to 
the  present  day  are,  firstly  that  of  Fcr<-t,  which 
represents  the  Citi!  des  Limes  as  «  Dclgo- Gallic 
o/tpidum,  whither,  ncennling  to  Cirsar.  the  Gauls, 
having  disported,  retired  on  the  approach  of  an 
enemy,  with  wivei',  children,  atid  {fleets  ;  and  ae- 
condly,  that  of  another  iiiveiiignlor,  M .  Fallur,  who 
nmtidera  it  a$  n  Kmiian-Gailic  work,  and  oonnccU 
it  with  other  similar  fortilication^,  though  on  • 
■mailer  sole,  in  Nonnandy,  which,  according  to 
him,  werv  constructed  In  protect  the  country  against 
the  attacks  of  ilie  northern  Germans,  and  especially 
■  he  Saxons.  Roih  hyjiuthesei  are  tupjx>Tli'«l  hy  • 
great  display  of  erudition,  which  struck  terror  into 
R  poor  lounger  like  myself,  when  1  ventured  to  turn 
over  the  books  in  uhith  they  are  propuiioded  ;  but 
I  mint  confeia  that  I  am  rnthvr  dispMrd  to  coincide 
in  the  notions  of  Peret. 

One  remark,  however,  I  will  Teiilure  to  subjoin. 
I  have  read  here  and  ihere  detcripiiona  of  the  A  me- 
licsn  aiitiquitie*  left  by  a  dviliution  of  wbivh  uu 
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other  trace*  exist,  and  I  wii.i  Htrongly  reminded  of 
the  latter.  Tiiese  gi^nlic  wnll^,  enclosing  a  tract 
oftamv  mites,  eapablc  of  harbuuriDg  the  pojxibliori 
of  a  difttricl  two  hundred  miles  in  circumference, 
defying  the  revolutiuns  of  ngei^  of  naiions,  nay  of 
the  earth  iiKlf,  seem,  like  those  Aniericiin  ruins,  to 
iodieate  sii  extinct  civilization.  Among  ilic  coins 
that  have  been  found  there  is  one  on  which  is  a  head 
decorated  witli  fcjtlii-rs  in  the  manner  cusiomBry 
with  the  Mvngrs  of  Americn  —  a  circiim%tance  thai 
tCTvcd  still  more  to  remind  me  of  those  mui«  wit- 
nesaee  of  by-gone  timn  in  another  hemispheri'. 

Upon  the  whole,  I  am  no  friend  of  ruin&  and  mo* 
numents  whoM-  language  we  no  lunger  uuderMaml ; 
but  il  is  imposNble  to  jisks  the  Cite  dvs  Lime*  with- 
out pausing  in  astonishment  and  admiraiiuu.  If 
these  walls  could  speak,  if  one  of  the  sleepers  in 
those  grave*  could  rise  and  relate  to  us  what  hiit 
ha[ipci>cd  during  his  slumber  of  ihousiunds  of  years, 
the  whole  phalanx  of  tbo  liiomli  would  fall  upon 
him  and  kill  him  outright,  because  be  hod  disturbed 
their  dreams  and  spoiled  their  sport,  which,  by  the 
by,  no  dead  drcanu-r  has  a  right  to  do. 

In  going  and  returning,  Fcret  related  much  that 
ma  intereiting  to  me.  When  he  first  commenced 
his  reaenrches  here,  the  wise  in  their  own  conceit  set 
him  down  for  a  f>H>l,  hIio  was  throwing  away  hi* 
own  money  and  that  of  his  friends;  for  a  society 
had  been  formed  at  Dieppe  to  defray  the  expense 
of  the  excavations.  Presently,  the  antiquities  which 
hod  been  discovered  began  to  be  talked  of,  and  thcil 
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Uieae  wise  men  plumply  declared  ihat  Fcrct  waa  a 
sly  fvllow,  who  buried  over  night  what  he  dug  up 
in  the  nKirning.  At  litif^h  the  lalMurcn  fuuod  a 
skeleton  in  tlic- ruins  of  thcliotnaiihabiutlions;  and 
in  two  da}'a  the  whole  lawn  and  tbc  surrounding 
country  were  iBlkinf;  of  t)ie  discovery,  and  it  was 
universally  n.'porlftl  that  .1  gcncrni,  with  two  craean 
of  honour  about  his  neck,  had  brcn  dug  up  in 
Ca^ur's  camp,  us  iJie  Cili?  dcs  Limes  is  eallt^  by 
the  cominoi)  |>roplv.  The  good  folks  probably 
thought  thu[  they  could  not  do  too  much  liunour 
to  one  who  for  nearly  two  iliousand  years  had  been 
an  inmate  of  Ca-nr'it  cnmp,  nay,  who  might  evra 
have  been  htniaelf  a  Cirwr.  The  anecdote  is  cha> 
racteriatJc  enough  of  Dieppe  nnil  its  environs. 

The  CinS  dcs  Li  roes  has  other  wonder*  bewdea  this 
gi-ncml  and  his  dcc4)mtion».  It  was  iiiituriil  that 
thewgigiiiitic  M<irkt  ohould  operate  upon  the  imagi- 
nation ofa  poetic  people.  Animating  them  in  its  own 
way,  it  gave  birth  to  ihc  following  Btor>' : — In  clear, 
moonshrny  iiiglit^  about  itie  time  of  the  full  moon 
in  September,  the  pasacnger  coming  from  Dieppe 
sees  a  grcjit  number  of  young  females  of  i>xi|uisiie 
beauty,  standing  around  a  table,  on  which  are  spread 
wares,  apparel,  anil  trinkets  of  all  sorts.  When 
any  one  approaches  the  table  to  I00I1  at  ilie  oomnHv 
ditics,  the  beautiful  damiels  prrtently  surround 
him,  joking  and  toying  with  him,  till  at  length  they 
so  completrly  entangle  him  in  the  net  of  ihnr 
charms,  that  he  follows  them  involunurily  to  the 
edge  of  tl»c  cliB',  where,  amidst  acdanations  and 
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•oornrul  laughter,  Uiey  luaibl«  him  iKadltmg  into 
the  set. 

^Vho  Vnovs  but  ihla  tradition  may  have  as  high 
historioil  impart  as  iliost;  rtimainB  of  the  luicient 
Cii£  (Im  LJmeK,  lUig  up  on  its  uie  ?  Perhaps  there 
onco dwelt  in  them  «contj»criiigrn«,  which,  having 
aitaiM-d  a  higher  poinl  of  cultivation  thiin  the  con- 
quervcl,  ofiVred  for  sale  to  the  latter  tbcproduetiuns 
of  its  luxury  at  a  fair  held  there  tioine  time  in  Sri/- 
(cmbcr;  whereupon  the  ddcrs  and  the  priests  of 
tHc  Tanqui»hcd  strove  to  secure  their  youth  from 
the  influence  of  the  new  civilisation  by  tliis  tale. 
All  popular  traditions  owe  their  origin  to  some 
circumstance  or  other,  and  it  would  be  worth  while 
to  atudy  them  from  ihb  point  of  view  :  the  skeleton 
IDON  MMuredly  belong*  ia  general  to  history;  the 
imagination  of  the  people  has  created  merely  the 
form  in  which  it  is  clothed. 

In  a  village  situated  on  the  opposite  side  of 
Dieppe,  on  the  roed  to  Caudebec,  a  tradition  has 
been  current  from  time  immemorial,  that  femalei 
covered  with  white  veils  are  to  be  »L-cn  at  night  on 
a  certain  spot,  and  researches  on  that  (pot  hiitc 
proved  that  it  wns  a  burial  place  during  the  Roman 
nray  in  Gaul.  Tills  tradiiioa.  then,  has  outlived 
the  Frsnkit,  the  Normans,  the  Knglieh,  and  llie 
Frcndi:  for  it  must  asHuredly  tiave  originated  at 
(be  lime  when  the  cemetery,  ns  sudi,  still  worked 
upon  the  imagination  of  the  people.  In  another 
nllage,  situated  on  the  left  bank  of  (ho  river 
Dieppe,  tbe  credulous  freqiKntly  saw  horsemen  in 
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wliitr  scnmpcring  ovrr  the  fields,  and  turning  up 
tlic  ground  with  their  lances.  Tradition  added, 
that  in  ancient  times  these  horsemen  had  been  de- 
feated by  other  horsemen  in  red,  and  that  the  for- 
mer  came  to  look  fin-  thvir  niain  comriuk-s.  There 
can  be  no  doubt  that  a  battle  was  once  fought  tiere. 
Perhnps  the  tradition  refers  back  to  the  time  of  the 
Koroan!,  for  it  is  well  known  that  (he  Ronuin 
cavalry  wore  whiif  mantles.  Who  were  the  horso- 
men  in  red  it  would  be  mort  difBcuIt  to  decide. 

The  Intditions  on  the  left  side  of  the  Dieppe  art 
more  Koman,  thoae  on  the  right  more  Gvnnan,  in 
their  nature.  The  river  was  probably  the  boundary 
iwtwern  the  ohl  German  Belgians  and  (he  Gauls 
properly  to  called.  Another  tmdilion,  which  still 
surrivcK  among  the  people  on  (his  fi<le  of  the  riTcr, 
reminds  us  of  the  high  respect  in  which  mairimooy 
was  held  by  the  Germans.  According  to  this  tradi- 
tion, old  maids  were  doomed  after  death  to  draw  sn 
iron  harrow  in  hell.  But  the  names  of  a  great 
number  of  villages  point  still  more  deddnlly  than 
these  traditions  to  the  Germans,  the  Germano- 
IlelgtiuiK,  or  the  Saxons,  who  once  dwelt  in  these 
ptrls.  Thus  Saqucvillc  is  in  Laun  Villa  Saxonis, 
and  Anglitqueville  must  derive  its  name  from  the 
Angles. 

In  regard  lo  the  popular  festivals,  the  nra 
forms  agnin  a  decided  boundary  between  thcinha* 
bitains  of  the  two  banks.  The  feast  of  Epiptiany, 
Twelftli.day,  is  held  throughout  all  Nurmandy,  aa 
fur  as  Dieppe.    Farther  eastward,  towards  Picardy, 


POPULAR  FESTIVALS.  271 

on  the  Other  hsnd,  this  day  is  not  a  popular,  but 
only  a  church  festiTal.  The  children  here  celebrate 
the  festival  of  St.  Nichalas  in  its  stead.  In  the 
environs  of  Dieppe,  indeed,  it  is  not  ihe  day  on 
which  presents  arc  nio<ie  to  chililreii,  as  throughout 
all  Uelgium  and  along  the  Rhine,  bul  merely  a  day 
of  aniuscment  for  them,  when  they  fpi  about  with 
paper  liinterns  of  various  colours  fastened  to  the 
mds  of  long  sticks.  In  Eu,  on  ilie  contrary,  it  is 
on  this  day  that  presents  arc  made  lo  children.  In 
the  immediate  environs  of  Dieppe,  as  well  as  farther 
inland  towards  the  Seine^  children  have  presents 
made  them  on  Mid-lent  Sunday.  On  that  day 
ibcy  put  a  wooden  shoe  in  the  fireplace,  and  Mi- 
careme,  whom  ihey  fijriire  to  themselves  as  a  kind 
of  fiury,  dro[Nt  the  jjifts  into  it.  This  wooden  shoe 
is  also  nict  with  along  the  Rliine  at  the  festival  of 
St.  Nicholas. 

To  me  this  gradual  blending  of  the  feast  of  St. 
Nicholas  with  another  seems  not  wholly  unini> 
portant  to  the  historical  inquirer.  Il  is  well- 
koowti  that  the  first  Christian  priests  adopted  as 
nucli  OS  po-HMble  of  the  ceremonies,  at  least,  of  Pa- 
gaoion.  That  the  feast  of  St.  Nicholas  may  be  a 
holiday  for  children,  cvcti  without  its  presents,  is 
not  doubtful  in  the  environs  of  Dieppe;  but  with- 
out ihcni  it  has  a  totally  different  character  from 
that  which  it  pv««enu  in  the  whole  of  ancient  Bel- 
gium, «■  far  as  the  Rhine,  where  it  still  exists. 
The  inferciKc  that  this  was  a  festival  for  children 
before  the  time  of  St.  Nicholas  and  his  gifts  secmi 
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to  IDC  not  loo  bold.  If  it  mm  a  Pagan  fmiral  of 
the  Badent  Gcrmana-Uelgiiinx,  its  confinement  be- 
tween the  Rhine  and  tlic  Svinc,  which  otherwise 
could  notbcca<tl3rsocountedfor,ia perfectly  natural. 
But  enough  of  this.  I  merely  wished  to  show,  by 
one  example,  the  historical  ini|mrlance  of  such  iriOcs, 
as  most  itixtoHaiu  might  deem  them,  tn  order  to 
justify  my  partiality  for  such  speculations. 

I  was  present  that  some  evening  at  an  historical 
dfucussioni  wliich  took  place  at  my  quarters  in 
Dieppe.  One  of  my  fellow- lodgers,  for  ihe  time 
binng,  had  been  making  an  excursion  with  his  wife 
to  Arques:  he  returned  full  uf  all  that  he  had  Ken, 
and  bcg;tu  lo  overflow  as  soon  as  he  saw  the  land- 
lord. He  could  not  find  lerm*  strong  enough  to 
express  how  iniereoting  his  riat  to  Art^ues  had 
proTcd.  Uc  had  minutely  explored  the  field  of 
bfttlle. 

"  Every  traveller  that  00D>es  to  our  town,**  Mid 
our  host,  "thinks  tike  you;  end  ihcrv  is  Dot  «i 
but  treats  himself  to  a  sight  of  Arques." 

"It  is,  indeed,  a  moot  interesting  place." 

"  If  o«c  did  but  know,"  re*unK-*l  the  lundlurd, 
"  who  it  was  that  fought  there." 

"Why,  Ilcury  IV.  to  be  sure — every  body 
knows  that." 

"Right!  every  body  does  know  that:  but  with 
vbon  did  he  fight  ? — that  is  the  secret ;  sorao  sty 
with  ihe  Flemings  and  the  Helgians,  otliars  «vod 
talk  of  the  Englisli ;  hut  I  rather  think  it  was  the 
Gauls,  from  whom  we  are  all  dcsctaidcd." 


■ 

I 
I 


4 


The  itmngcT  looked  with  some  surpriw  at  our 
leariiril  host,  aod  then  very  calmly  replitHl :  "  You 
art"  wrong,  sir.  Henry  IV.  deieaicd  llie  Ligue 
(league)  at  Arqiics." 

"Ah!  yes,  the  ligne  (line),  a^nitt  which  he 
seal  ilic  tavain/,  as  the  little  corporal  always  uH'd 
to  do." 

With  thi-sc  two  Icchnicnl  terms  mine  hoit  had 
got  upon  ft  field  with  uhieh  he  was  well  ox-'qiiamlcd. 
He  tuid  hecn  an  hus&ar  under  Napoleon,  and  served 
in  Spoin ;  the  two  words,  line  and  caz'alrif,  had 
touched  the  itiott  wnorotit  chords  of  hU  heart,  and 
long  did  they  continue  to  vibrate.  I  hove  no  mind 
to  leave  Normandy,  and  to  transport  myself  along 
with  him  to  Spain.  At  any  rate,  this  conversatioD 
prove*  what  fruit  Ferel's  researches  have  produced 
among  the  |>eople ;  for  Uicre  can  be  no  doubt  that 
the  sceptical  erudition  of  our  soldicr-laiidlnrd  had 
Btenly  confounded  two  places — the  field  of  bailie 
of  Angucsond  the  Cite  dca  Limes — in  order  to  send 
out  Henry  IV.  against  the  Uelgo.Gauls. 

This  learned  discussion  helped  to  confirm  me  in 
my  resolution  to  go  the  next  day  to  Arqucs.  Une 
of  the  most  beautiful  walks  to  lie  found  far  and  near 
leads  to  this  place.  At  setting  out,  you  proceed 
for  some  distance  over  the  middle  of  the  hill,  on  the 
left  of  Dieppe,  and  enjoy  a  delicious  view  of  the 
Tollcy,  llic  town,  the  harbour,  and  the  iiea.  You 
tbco  oomc  to  an  alley  of  lofty  trees.  whoM  boughs 
form  living  arcades  over  your  head.     At  length  the 
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village,  with  its  church, and  near  it  [be  ruins  of  the 
Mstlc,  np|x;ar  before  you. 

Tli<:  cii«tle,  sealed  on  a  aolitary  elevation,  com- 
muncls  picture«iue  views  on  all  adva.  It  waa  built 
bj  Wiltiaiq  count  ile  Talou,  uncle  of  Wiltiiim  tlie 
Bastard.  It  was  taken  by  Philip  Augustus,  but 
nistortx]  to  Richord  Cceur  de  Lion  by  the  peace  of 
1103.  In  later  times  it  was  allematcly  in  the  po»- 
aesMton  of  the  French  and  English,  till  it  was  finally 
taten  by  the  former  under  Chark-s  VII.  Henry 
IV.  cannonaded  llie  army  of  the  lu^ague  from  ihii 
castle.  This  onoe  cvlcbrniod  sUucture  i*  now  a 
ruin,  and  is  diiily  falling  more  and  more  to  dnuiy. 
In  17S0  an  ordinance  was  issued,  permitting  iho 
inhabitaou  of  Artjues  to  employ  the  then  reouining 
materials  of  the  caMie  for  uwful  buildings.  The 
palace  was  pulled  down  for  the  purpoac  of  building 
huta.  Thaw  mills  in  the  valley,  those  fann>houscs, 
thnnc  barns  that  cot  which  belongs  to  a  day. 
loliourer,  have  been  built  with  the  Mones  nf  the 
proud  castle.  I  have  not  reu<)  any  hook  relating  lo 
Dieppe  and  its  environs  but  wlint  laments  llu.'  Van- 
dali»in  oTtheuge,  which  prv»un)i.<«  to  ky  hands  on 
the  fallen  ruins  of  sucli  a  casllo  and  to  cwivcrt 
them  into  mean  buildings.  Spare  your  tears,  ye 
sentimental  anliquarieii,  for  a  better  occanon,  and 
coniiitler  what  teant  of  hlood  were  mingled  with  the 
morlnr  which  cemented  the  stones  of  the  castle  of 
A  rc|ue<! ! 

Arqucs  was  a  town  so  early  as  the  ninth  century, 
and  in  the  eleventh  it  wu*  one  of  the  motrt  imporuint 
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places  io  NornuLDdy.  Dieppe  lias  acted  the  lamc 
pan  (owords  it,  as  in  luier  times  Havre  has  done 
towards  Ilarflcur,  vVrcjucs  is  now  un  iiiconuder- 
kblc  vdlagCf  interesting  only  ou  account  of  its 
beautiful  and  romaniic  environs  sod  iis  historical 
recollections.  I  &tiiill  advert  to  one  of  tliEni  only. 
Arques  wiiDe*«d  Kic  (ir«t  dedsive  victory  won 
by  IK-iiry  IV.  over  the  Lcaj^uc,  oficr  liis  nc- 
cvsaun  to  the  crown,  in  158^.  From  the  castle 
]POU  overlook  the  whole  lield  of  battle,  aod  to  the 
lacticiaa  it  may  W  a  great  ircut  to  study  there  the 
aiorefxicnts  of  tlic  mo  armies ;  I  do  not  grudge  it 
htm.  Somewhat  more  or  less  fog,  and  the  great 
king  might  have  died  a  Utile  one.  But  pi-rliapx 
Do4 :  Henry  IV.  was  the  expression  of  a  want  of 
the  timei  It  nos  decreed  that  niyutty,  then  sup- 
portnl  by  the  people,  should  annihilate  the  tiobU'sx.-, 
and  H't  itself  up  in  the  place  of  the  latter,  llcnee 
it  vas  tliot  Henry  cunciut-red  the  League ;  the  crop 
was  ripe,  no  matter  what  was  the  name  of  the 
rvopt-r.  With  Henry  IV,,  for  whom  preceding 
TOoniirchs  had  done  much  to  clear  the  way,  absolute 
monarchy  in  France  gained  the  final  victory  over 
the  nobility  :  and  undt-r  Louis  XIV.  it  attained  its 
highest  elevatiitu,  to  begin  rolling  down  the  hill  un 
the  other  side,  crushing  all  tliat  shoidd  strive  to 
stop  iis  deseeai. 

How  Henry  acquired  the  name  of  Fattier  of  the 
People  it  is  now-u  days  not  diHlciilt  to  say.  He 
annihitaie«l  the  but  vestiges  of  popular  liberty,  he 
intrigued  with  every  woman,  and  he  »)uandere<l 
the  trvasurcs  of  the  nation.     Uut  all  this  is  sooner 
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forgotten  tbao  a  hearty  iihakc  of  the  huid  f^ven  hy 
u  kitip  l«  an  liumWc  citixcii.  Wtiat  may  beeflecled 
by  Mich  m^-nns  it  ddw-  do  lecrx-t.  lie  walked  about 
in  the  streets  of  I'aria  and  talked  with  the  shop- 
keepcfH  1  he  once  went  into  the  cottage  of  a  pca&ont, 
ami  Kilt  down  to  taUc  with  him.  This  was  the  iray 
in  trhich  )>e  ttcquirvd  popularity)  and  bccMoe  tbe 
Father  of  the  People.  History,  whose  eye«  are 
fr«)Uently  not  opened  till  long  after  the  events 
which  it  ri'oordii,  iH  gradually  doing  juiticc  to  this 
monarch;  but  ihis  lucrit  it  will  iwt  deny  him,  that 
on  many  oocanone  lie  displayed  a  truly  chivdroot 
spirit,  at  at  An{U09.  where,  when  one  of  hit  wings 
wa»  imilcn,  he  rushed  almost  alone  amoc^  the 
enemy,  exclaiming :  "  Is  there  not  one  brave  fellow 
wlio  will  follow  his  kin;;  ?" 

In  the  army  of  the  LcngiiCi  OA  well  as  in  tltat  of 
llw  king,  there  were  bands  of  German  mercenaries 
called  LaniUknechts.  'I'hose  of  the  League  went 
iiver  to  the  royoltMs  ai  thv  U-ginning  of  lUe  battle, 
and  afierwartlB,  when  it  Iwcamv  general,  they  fell 
upon  their  own  countrymen  aiid  the  king's  troops. 
Owing  to  litem,  victory  seemed  for  a  lime  to  incline 
to  lite  Leaguers ;  but  when,  in  spite  of  their  trea- 
chery, lite  royalisU  prevailed,  they  were  xluughlcred 
witlioul  mercy.  What  nation  lias  not  produced 
troilori '. — but  llierc  is  none  to  share  with  the  Gcr- 
mans — for  tlie  Flenungs  and  tlw  Swim  are  of 
German  origin — the  disgrace  of  having  produced 
I..ujiilKknechU.  Not  n  Iwllle  was  fuuglit  in  which 
lite  Fnindi  did  not  bear  a  fwri ;  bui  tltey  were 
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ri*ays  ToluDlecrs,  und  Ksrcicly  ever  chaffered  away 
Ibnr  blocid  and  their  lives  for  money.  Thv  worst 
of  it  b  that  the  rucc  of  ihc  Londsknrchts  docs  not 
yet  wcm  to  bt-  yd  cxitnct;  for  it  frcquvnlly  np- 
pcarcd  to  mc  as  if  I  saw  ihem  in  N&polcon's  batiica 
twenty  or  ihiny  years  ago,  Wlien  wc  consider 
bow  readily  ihcw  Landskncchts  Icnl  n  hand,  a*  soon 
a*  their  hirv  was  dropped  into  it,  in  the  oppression 
of  the  people,  we  shnlJ  be  sen.iible  that  the  Germans 
bave  B  siaiD  upoti  their  naliooal  character,  which 
time  and  diiin^  of  conduct  iilorie  can  wipe  away. 

I  had  rwcJved  lo  go  on  from  Ar<iiK'.t  to  Varenge- 
lilte.  I  widied  to  sec  how  the  residence  of  a  vittsen 
of  Dieppe  looked  in  its  ruins  after  that  of  a  sotc- 
rvign  uf  the  country.  The  rood,  leading  up  and 
down  hill,  was  rather  fatiguing.  To  nialce  amends, 
however,  I  had  frequently  the  fi»«l  viewa,  mnne- 
timci  of  Dieppe  and  the  sea,  at  otliers  of  ihe 
charming  environs  of  the  town.  I  passed  through 
Appcville,  where  the  Scie  fomis  a  wild  and  deep 
ndley.  From  Appeville  my  roud  letl  past  the  wood 
of  Hautoi.  Here,  under  n  lofty  tree,  I  found  a 
b^^ar  family,  man,  woman,  and  several  children, 
•eaud  nt  their  dinner.  Having  frequently  witnessed 
such  iecnrs,  I  had  occasionally  made  inqutn<.%  and 
learned  the  following  particulars  conecrning  this 
dan  of  vagrants.  In  the  whole  of  Upper  Nor- 
mandy there  are  gn-nt  numliors  of  |>ersoi)9  who  live 
entirely  u{>on  the  clumly  of  the  pcii«ant»,  and  by 
stealing  5niit,  pooltry,  eggs,  &c.  This  condition 
is  hereditary,  as  the  dignity  of  peer  formerly  waa. 
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It  is  not  diarity  alone — for  fear  eonlribut«R  iu 
thnrc — that  bestows  food  and  tbellrr  on  these  co- 
loiiicB  of  itincrnnt  In-ggnrs.  In  every  solitary  fsim* 
yard  of  Upper  Normnndy  there  is  a  place  which 
stands  open  night  and  day  for  thp  reception  of  these 
mendicants  This  kind  of  lodging  is  legalised,  as 
it  were,  for  the  farmer  demands  of  them  their  tra- 
velling book — how  they  came  by  HueK  a  book  I 
know  not,  St  in  other  parts  of  the  contineyit  it  is 
given  to  travelling  artisans  only — and  kec]»  it  till 
the  next  morning,  lest  they  should  rob  him  in  the 
night.  Shelter  i«  never  refused,  as  such  a  refusal 
would  ex))(»i'  the  farm-buildingn  to  the  risk  of 
Iteing  bunted  down.  A  piece  of  bread  they  ubuitn 
at  every  house;  but  it  would  be  loo  dry  to  cat 
without  butter  or  meat,  and  n  fowl  in  the  pot  was 
promised  by  Ucnry  IV.  to  all  Frenchmen.  Ac 
cording^y,  the  beggars  fish  for  fowls  with  hoois, 
which  they  bait  with  a  bit  of  the  bread  given  to 
ihein  by  the  owner  of  the  said  fowls.  At  tlie  ap- 
pointed hour,  the  whole  family  meet  in  a  wood* 
and  there  fi-iul  upon  their  prize. 

At  Dieppe,  I  was  told  ihnt  these  happy  mortals, 
who  are  strangert>  to  care,  living  without  law,  bong 
either  above  or  below  it,  contract  marriages  in 
their  own  way.  The  l>egg>irdad  seeks  himself  a 
l.'iss  of  his  own  caste,  and  merely  asks  her  if  »he  is 
willing  to  be  Im  hdpnuitc.  If  s)u:  consents,  the 
buHineM  is  wrltlvd,  nnd  they  prac«cil  to  tl»c  solcmo 
ceremony  of  marriage.  A  fowl,  the  prmluce  of 
th«ir  fuliery,  is  put  into  oil  earthen  pol  and  boUcd. 
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As  soon  11$  it  t*  dons,  the  bridegroom  takes  up  tns 
stick  an<l  slrikrs  the  pot  with  it.  The  marriage  is 
valid  for  so  many  years  as  tht-rc  are  jneccn.  I  cao- 
not  vouch  for  it  that  this  (>raclicc  rcully  prevails; 
but  as  a  report,  il  serves  to  chnractrrisc  these  colo- 
ntcs  of  vagrants,  for  it  shows,  at  least,  what  the 
people  think  of  them. 

It  would  be  vtrv  ditlieuli  to  drlerminc  the  origin 
of  theie  Nonnan  gijiMivi,  and  lo  decide  whether 
they  arc  dcsccodanls  of  a  subdued  race,  whicli  p«re- 
fanvd  the  freedom  of  tlic  beggar  to  the  law  of  the 
conqueror;  for,  even  though  they  may  ihein:telves 
have  old  traditions,  it  is  almost  iiiiposHible  to  gel 
any  informnlion  from  these  pi-ople,  I  am  not  aware 
that  any  writer  lios  yel  mentioned  ihcsc  Nonoaa 
beggar-colonies. 

It  was  with  such  rroollections  that  I  arrived  at 
the  Tillage  of  Varrngcville,  compose<l  of  a  number 
of  very  handsome  farm-houses.  Whether  Ango's 
residence  in  the  village  may  have  contributed  to  its 
flourishing  appearance  I  know  not,  but  I  am  in- 
clined lo  believe  ko,  for  most  Norman  villages  wear 
a  vpry  different  aspect.  Near  it  is  situated  ihs 
chateau  or  manoir  of  Ango. 

Jeon  Ango  was  contemporary  wjtli  Francis  I. 
He  was  iIk"  Jacipies  Ca;ur  of  his  age.  The  son  of 
an  opulent  father,  lie  contrived  to  amass  immense 
wealth,  llts  ships  navigated  every  sea ;  tie  lent 
money  and  even  a  fleet  to  his  sovereign ;  an<l  when 
a  foreign  monarch,  the  king  of  Portugal,  had  of- 
fended h'un  by  taking  one  of  his  vessels,  he  equipped 
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a  M|UadroD,  irhich  destroyed  and  plundered  several 
tournit  and  villages  in  thr  environs  of  LUlion,  and 
filled  ihe  capital  itself  wiib  cunMematiun.  The 
king  of  Portiignl  conceived  llint  a  wvcrctgn  only 
dunt  aet  ihnii,  and,  on  Irnming  thai  the  fleet  waa 
French,  he  sent  t»  1-nincis  I.  to  demond  on  ex^ft* 
nation  of  such  a  procedure  in  tin>eof  peace.  Prancii 
referred  the  mesMngcr  lo  Augo,  imimaiitig  that 
his  master  was  at  war  with  him  only,  nnd  ihnt  of 
course  with  hio)  be  had  to  make  hie  peace.  Ango 
received  the  envoy  with  the  utmost  magnificencet 
and  recnilcd  his  fleet.  Even  in  those  tlay^  it  waa 
deemed  prudent  to  elevate  men  capable  of  Ictiding 
to  a  kiog  above  the  ranks  uf  the  bourgtoitiCt 
and  so  Ango  was  created  count  and  appointed 
governor  of  Dieppe.  But  what  he  had  acquired  as 
burf(her  be  was  doomed  to  lose  as  count.  Ango 
grew  vain,  and  aquandered  prodigious  sums  to  gra- 
tify liiH  vanity  ;  he  grew  proud,  and  ireaii-^1  ihoie 
w)u>  hiul  uKiiKtcd  him  to  amass  wealth  as  tlmugh  he 
had  been  bom  acount.  In  ihianunoerbc  calmngwl 
from  him  the  citizens  of  Dieppe ;  and  when,  having 
involved  himself  in  erolwrratsmenis  by  his  foobsh 
extravagance,  he  wa&  forced  to  l>e  tlietr  debtor,  the 
atomi  buret  and  ovcnhrcw  the  etliticc  of  his  gran- 
deur. The  man  who  had  seen  kings  humbled  be- 
fore him  woa  destined,  towards  the  eloee  of  life,  to 
deplore  iu  solitude  the  ruin  of  his  fortune. 

The  Man<iir  d'Ango  bears  to  lhi«  day  traces  of 
tbe  former  ouigiuAcnice  of  iin  founder.  'I'hoiigb  the 
faaod  of  Time  bw  made  havoc  with  it,  tiioe  wc 
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ttiU  to  be  seen  arcades  and  pillars,  which  attest  the 
luxury  and  llic  art  eoipiuyed  in  ihe  construcuon  of 
this  cditicc  Two  tiK-dullions  carved  in  acone,  if 
they  really  are,  ns  they  are  paid  to  be,  likciH-sscs  nf 
Francis  I.  and  Ango,  attest  his  vanity  also;  while 
you  are  strongly  reminded  of  his  misfortunes  by  the 
circumiititnce  that  the  proud  atnicture  is  now'a  ruin, 
Jutd  ihc  dwrljin^  of  a  Iiiiviv  huslMuidman, 

From  Ango's  chalcau,  I  went  lo  the  church  of 
VBrcngcvillc.  It  ia  situated  on  ihc  margin  of  the 
Msep  cliflT.  The  church  iiulf  is  not  more  remiu-k- 
able  than  n  thotisand  oihi-rx;  hut  ii!>  site,  apart 
from  the  village,  high  above  the  sea,  and  looking 
down  upon  it  and  upun  the  rugged  rocks  which 
here  fomi  the  onst,  Koo)icd  itito  a  Minicircle  several 
miW  in  extent,  is  ficculiarly  striking  and  solemn. 
Seating  myself  upon  the  wall  surrounding  the 
churchyard,  I  indulged  fur  lome  lime  in  the  most 
delicious  rfvericD. 

"  If  that  is  true,"  I  at  last  exclaimed,  "  then 
mu«t  the  deril  be  a  stupid  devil,  indeed!"  A 
populAT  legend,  which  I  had  read,  or  picked  up 
•omewbere  or  other,  had  come  into  my  head.  Many 
hui>dred  yean  ago,  the  villagu  of  Varengevilte 
having  comidcnihly  tncrcuurd,  il»  inhnhitaniii  nv 
solved  to  build  n  church  prccisi-ly  in  thv  cvnin;  of 
the  place,  that  it  might  be  handy  for  every  body. 
So  ihey  fell  to  work  ;  but  what  they  did  in  the  day 
the  devil  pulled  down  at  night,  and  butlt  up  ii^in 
00  the  spot  where  the  church  now  Hiands.  This 
continued  for  several  days  and  nights,  till  the  people 


I 


I 


VARESOEVILLE. 


of  VsreDgn'ille  were  tired  out,  and  resolrad  to 
iiiiith  building  where  tlie  devil  had  iK'gun.  Nor 
could  ihey  have  played  him  a  Dwre  tcurvy  tiick. 
This  dcvU  was  so  Bimple  as  merely  to  calculate  that 
the  villagers  would  have  a  couple  of  hundred  paces 
further  to  go  tu  church,  without  conudcring  that 
sublime  Nature  would  ihcrc  preach  ihem  such  a 
sermon  as  cuulil  not  fail  to  make  an  impression  on 
ihrmosi  ubdurntc  heart.  Ha<l  the ccleb rated  Eulcn* 
Spiegel  then  been  the  devil's  clerk  of  the  works 
he  cuuld  not  have  obeyed  mare  literally  the  in- 
junclioD  to  take  care  lo  let  all  the  churches  Ite 
placed   as   far  as   pornble   from    their    r««pccure 

The  nin  was  fast  declining.  Gladly  would  I 
have  tarried  to  witnns  his  selling,  but  I  bad  slill 
two  good  leagues  to  walk  to  Dicp|)e.  To  wiUi  me 
B  good  night's  rest,  would  have  been  a  work  of 
supererogation  :  nor  did  the  devil,  to  whom  I  had 
lotd  such  home  truths,  disturb  my  slumbers  by 
unpleasant  dreams. 
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Eieonioa  lo  Eu — ConivrMtiisn  al  *  Book nnllcr'c^SMpvnlii loo* 
Itotionn  ~  Belief  in  Wciomolve.  — Tha  MBrkcl-plwo  — Tha 
Chnrrh— Sculptur*  nr|)(*wn<m|{  Ihv  liliitoinl'iiiBfit  e(  Chrlil— 
Tha  Chklcati — Colleclion  of  Portrnlt*  of  (he  Houbc  of  Bourbon 
—  HitluiioAl  R*ro1loctirjnii  i)f  (hi?  ChalMu — Trcport — The  Pier 
— St.  Valeri  — Fnsmp  — The  Abbejr  Chanih— Tha  Prorivni 
Stag.kud  L«i*nd  rrtpn'tinK  it  —  Pilgrinii^cft  lauit  to  Fecamp 
on  amount  o(  it  —  Spring  impnigniteJ  wilh  it  —  Abbut*  of  P*- 
eamp  — Wealth  of  tli«  Alibvy  —  Hu[ll^  of  nCaatls  — Exploit  af 
Boi»-Ra)t— Tlia  Caaino, 

Ths  BivsUt  vhich  runs  through  Eu,  and  (liv 
charges  itself  into  itie  sea  si  Trcport,  forms  the 
nonhero  buumlarv  of  NQrmftmly,  wliich  it  scpa- 
ratC4  from  Picnnly.  A  sort  of  diligence,  or  onini- 
bus.  runs  daily  from  Dieppe  to  Eu,  and  an  excurnon 
Ihither  is  well  worth  the  trouble. 

Wc  arrived  uhout  ntneoMuck  at  Eu,  and  as  I 
hod  left  Dieppe  fiistiiig,  my  first  cMe  was  to  remedy 
this  i  neon  Ten  icnce.  At  three  cofTi.'v-hnaKe^  I  in- 
quired if  I  could  have  a  ca/e  au  lait,  and  it  was  not 
till  I  came  to  the  third,  and  till  the  maid  had  con. 
suited  the  daughter  of  (ho  houtc,  and  the  daughter 
the  nMthvr,  that  I  received  an  affirmnlive  answer. 
Jb  the  other  two  houses,  the  people  alleged  thnc 
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thfy  KTved  coffee  onl)',  and  had  Dotliing  to  tUi  with 
milk.  In  the  Um,  they  did  condescend  to  ot-cain- 
modaie  me,  but  I  irax  obligitl  to  )>ii)'  on  dearly  for 
my  br(.-nkrti»t  ns  I  should  huve  done  ct  llie  most 
faabjoncblc  cofTcc-houBe  in  the  Palnis  roynl  \ne\f. 

After  thi«  pre[Mirati<Hi,  I  uiliied  forth  on  my  ex- 
ploraiory  travels.  1  stcpfH-d  into  a  book««.-Ucr*s 
shop,  to  see  if  I  c»utd  mi-cl  with  any  publication 
conceniiiif;  £u  nnd  its  environs.  A  vL-ry  dry  ex* 
tract  from  ilic  Journal  deftartemcnlai  dr  la  Franet, 
by  M.  Kstrancelin,  deputy  of  the  department  of  the 
Soinute,  was  (h«  only  thing  that  I  could  6nd  ;  but 
the  tni*tresx  of  the  shop  was  cxtrt'ii>cly  cuRimuiuctt- 
tivc,  and  I  had  a  long  talk  with  her.  She  kocw  a 
gr«at  deal,  but  very  little  atKHii  Eu;  and  I  mlly 
believe  it  wan  noc  her  fault. 

I  led  her,  by  degrves,  to  the  subject  of  super. 
atttion,  and  slic  told  mc  that  it  was  more  and  more 
ou  the  decline.  During  the  time  of  the  EnipirCt 
the  bi'licf  in  the  old  buglK-iirt  had  Iwconie  ntrarly 
extinct ;  the  race  of  tbo  loups-garoux,  or  were* 
wolrta,  had  died  off,  and  it  was  not  ut)  die  RcMo- 
ration  that  a  few  had  again  entered  the  country, 
ihouKb  it  was  only  one  here  ui>d  there  who  credited 
their  ex  isicnce^  They  niighttshvcoiiccived,  have  fol- 
lowed the  allied  armies  like  die  other  wolves.  In  the 
yeara  IS  simI  16,  si-Tcral  persons  took  a  great  dc^l 
of  pains  to  bnng  them  again  iniu  vogue.  Sbe  tbea 
told  roe  a  frightful  story  about  herself  having,  as 
she  thiiiight,  U-enonoealtaekt-dhy  a  u en-- wolf, but, 
to  bcr  f;ri,-«l  relief,  stic  eoo«  discorered  that  it  was 
only  Hector,  her  neighbour's  yard^dog. 
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II  it  likdy  rnough  itvat  I  listened  to  all  tliiit  willi  a 
look  of  incredulity,  for  thr  krpt  adducing  frc.ili  srgu- 
nwoU  (o  proTe  that,  in  the  lint  yc&rs  of  the  Rcsto- 
TBtion,  there  actiiidly  were  people  who  took  infinile 
trouble  to  restore  the  wfcnNwolvcs  nnd  othiT  phan- 
toms. She  put  into  my  hand  a  book  entitled,  "  He- 
Intton  concertiant  les  Evincments  qui  aoni  ttrriv<^  4 
un  l,nl>ouivurdc  la  IleauiitL',  dans  In  pmnit;r«  moia 
de  1816,"  in  wliicli  h  man  named  Martin,  of  Ual- 
Isrdoa,  near  Chartrcs,  relates  that  the  arclinngel 
Michael  appeared  to  him,  and  directed  him  to  go  to 
the  king  and  t>-ll  him  thst  he  muHt  take  cure  lo  have 
th«  StiniUj  kept  more  holy,  thai  all  his  uflieers  were 
hcrclies  that  he  ought  to  drive  them  to  llic  devil, 
and  then  to  (ill  their  plncei  with  pious  Christians. 

On  the  appearance  of  thin  work,  the  prioress  of 
Em  assembled  all  the  godly  miitdit  and  nuitronii  of 
(lie  town,  and  read  passages  out  of  it  lo  thetu  ;  and 
it  was  not  long  before  th^.'  were-wolf  was  at  hit  old 
praiik.t.  But  very  few  saw  him  in  spirit  and  in 
trMth.  Ever  since  the  Revolution  of  July,  he  has 
totally  forsaken  £u :  he  i«  said  lo  be  afrnid  of  the 
(Mviflg  stones. 

From  the  b(x)k9eller'B  I  went  to  a  young  man  in 
Eu,  touhom  1  had  a  letiemf  recnminenilalion,  and 
he  took  me  through  the  town,  to  tlic  chureh,  and  to 
the  castle. 

Our  way  to  the  chureh  led  me  through  the  market- 
place.  I  make  &  point,  wherever  I  go,  not  (■>  omit 
tdting  a  peep  al  the  market.  A  much  greater  noise 
piwailed  at  Eu  than  U  girnerally  found  in  the  markeu 
of  Normandy ;  I  could  out  help  making  this  remark 
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to  m;  oooipaDion.  Uc  replied  that  this  was  Tcry 
natunl,  u  a  great  niinihcr  of  thnM-  nhn  altcnil  the 
nurketare  l^canU,  wim  an-  rKccnlingly  talkative. 
He  pointed  out  ccvcrsl  groupra  of  ihcni,  intd,  after 
my  nlictilion  had  been  called  to  tlic  (lifrrroiici',  I 
could  readily  difiiingtiisli  the  Nonnans  from  ilw 
PicanI*.  Tlic  taltrr  nrc  mostly  tparc  and  •leoder, 
with  rather  long  fac«s,  ond  open  countenances, 
which  are  rre(]ucntly  lit  up  by  a  passing  nnile. 
Bui  then  (heir  tongues  are  incewsnily  going. 

The  Norman,  on  the  contrary,  is  much  Aorter 
and  n>ore  robust,  Ita^  a  Ifle  earrit,  as  the  French 
call  it,  ays  liltlr,  but  ihinks  (he  moiv,  u  a  piercing 
eye  and  an  arch  look  ver)*  frequently  (cll  you.  It 
would  be  dilSculi,  perhaps  impouibte,  and  iudeed 
unnecessary,  (o  cffiice  these  provincial  disiinctioni. 
The  Itevolutifin  ha*  done  quite  enough,  inasmuch 
i»  it  hajt  put  an  end  to  mutual  antipathies  and  their 
cause*,  by  abolishing  all  exclusive  privilrgr*  and 
advantages  enjoyed  by  certain  proviitces  of  France 
in  preferenee  to  odiert. 

My  cnrnpauKin  conducted  me  tn  the  church,  and 
there  left  uic  for  a  few  minutes,  having  some  urgent 
budinesB  to  attend  to.  The  church  is  large,  with> 
out  being  grand.  On  mve  «ide  to  a  con  of  dork 
hall,  where  the  intcrntrot  of  Christ  is  represented  in 
Kulptures,  This  stnKk  mc  ofdy  because  I  had 
■een  a  Bimtlsr  cbopel  at  l>ieppe,  and  afterwards  I 
found  another  of  the  kind  nt  Fernmp.  The  chiaro- 
scuro prevailing  in  the  chapel,  tbi>  itillnen  of  the 
whole  chureh,  in  whidt  there  was  nobody  but  the 
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seiton  and  myscir,  and  tho  tolling  of  the  be))  pro- 
daiining  the  death  uf  u  fellow-creature,  produced  ia 
my  wind  such  a  fueling  uf  awe  as  I  stood  l^efore 
Hk  grave  of  Christ,  l)iat  thv  >lonc  figuren  seemed 
almost  to  lie  instinct  with  life. 

My  cicerone  returned,  and  he  had  to  seek  me 
some  time  before  he  found  roe  in  the  KC{iulcliral 
chapel,  obMirbed  in  reverie.  He  looked  at  me  with 
some  Hirpn»c,  and  I  dure  tny  that,  in  his  evening 
drcle,  he  would  have  iomr  witticism  to  launch  nt 
his  dev(iul)y  sentimental  companion.  We  went 
together  into  a  Aubterranc-ou.i  chapel,  where  there 
are  half-a.4lo)E«n  tomb*  of  the  counu  of  £u.  It 
was  imposMbIc  for  these  to  make  any  impre&sion  on 
mo  in  the  prcwoce  of  uiy  loquacious  guide :  he  was 
not  II  Norman,  but  from  Marseilles. 

From  the  church  we  proceeded  to  the  chateau. 
The  exterior  has  some  n-semblnnce  in  miniature 
tn  the  Tuileries.  The  roof  and  the  numerous 
diimney*,  at  leant,  are  imitations  of  that  palace. 
Louis  Philip,  the  re»Iorer,  or,  more  properly  sjieak- 
ing,  the  builder  of  the  ehnteau,  miffht  here  indulge 
before  1830  in  iliat  lung  dream  which  at  lengtli  was 
realised,  without  being  disturbed  by  external  phe- 
Docnena.  The  interior  of  the  chateau,  though  nut 
on  a  hirge  scale,  is  rich  and  liimdsoine  in  its  kind. 
The  apartments  would  £uit  me  better  than  those  of 
any  other  palace,  Iwcause  they  are  smallL-r,  and  of 
course  mon-  comfortable.  The  windows  command 
8  very  beautiful  view  of  llie  country  towanls  Tre- 
pori  and  the  sea. 
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Tlie  diivf  ornsmcnt  of  the  chateau  is  one  of  the 
most  complete  collecticnu  of  porimiis  of  all  the 
mom  of  the  bouw  of  Boui^n,  to  whit-h  arc  adtlcd 
portraiu  of  many  oilier  princeA  and  oeiebniied 
men.  The  duchess  of  Orlcnnit,  wife  of  the  mur- 
dered duke  of  GuiHo,  coininencetl  tliiit  colUi-tion. 
The  Revolution  cxpclK-d  ihesc  pictures;  but  Louts 
l^bjlip  rc|>l(io-d  ihciii  in  their  f<>riiier  Mtuatton,  and 
completed  the  collection.  Then-  cannot  be  a  better 
ichool  for  any  one  who  v'nh^s  to  vtudy  phyMOgnomy, 
LaratcT  mij^ht  have  held  lectures  here.  One  of 
tbeae  picture:!  I  slwuld  certainly  not  have  intro- 
duced, had  I  been  prince  or  king.  I  mean  that  of 
Marffnrct  MuultaK-tic,  duchc»  of  Firol.  Never  in 
tny  life  did  I  sec  nn  uglier  beggar  nr  gipsy-n'oman 
It  ia  not  judicioufl  to  show  ihe  stupid  vulgar  that 
ptiiKM  and  princcMCs  haw  not  even  tlic  scurvy 
prinlege  of  beauty,  and  that  Nature  mokes  us 
moftals,  whether  king  ur  pauper,  plain  or  handsomet 
just  as  she  may  be  in  the  humour.  TIte  painters  of 
the  duchess  of  Berry  wen-  mucli  more  discrwt  in 
this  respect.  I  have  seldom  fccn  a  pair  if  liner 
eyes  than  those  of  her  portrait,  in  the  library  ■( 
Dieppe.  Time  did  not  permit  roe  to  bestow  due 
atu-ntion  on  the  ihoiiRiiid  and  oibl  ]inrtraii>  of  this 
army  of  princes.  What  a  sum  the  entire  collwtion 
must  have  cost ! 

The  park  is — but  it  would  l>e  uaelea*  (o  deacribe 
it.  for  thoso  parks  arc  all  as  like  one  another  m 
brother  and  sister ;  bikI  still  man  useleas  to  employ 
such  adjectives  as  beautiful,  charming,  p*c(iircsque, 
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and  all  ihc  irit  oflhem.  I  nhall  therefore  merely 
say,  ihe  pork  ia — a  park.  Enjojiiig  from  certain 
points  inagnifivent  viL-*»  nf  the  svu,  you  here  liiwl 
clumps  »r  trivs,  there  arbuurs,  water,  anti  lastly,  a 
table,  on  which  Louis  Philip  has  had  this  inM-'rip- 
tion  ongraved  :  "  C'esI  ici  que  les  Guises  tirrnt 
ImrcoDseil  an  Ifinie  sii'-cle  !"  to  commemorate  ihc 
conspiracy  of  a  prince  against  his  goviTeifin. 

The  chateau  is  rich  in  historical  recollection  A. 
The  first  dukes  of  Normandy  oeeasionally  resided 
in  it.  William  the  Contpiernr  here  solemni/cd  his 
marriage  with  Mntildu  of  FlnTxIerR.  Here  he  re- 
ceived Hamld,  the  envoy  of  England,  who  afler- 
wnrdt  conte«tcd  the  crown  with  him,  after  Iwlh 
pritwcs  had  endeavoured  lo  outwit  one  another  st 
£u  ;  the  one  exiurting  an  oath  of  fidelity,  and  the 
otiier  overreaching  him  by  njenns  of  that  very  oath. 

The  families  of  Lusignan,  Bricnnc,  Arlol*,  Urnir- 
bon,  Clcres,  Lorraine,  and  Orleans,  were  succes- 
sively proprietors  of  thU  castle.  I.oiiist  XL,  in 
his  contest  with  the  nobility,  ordered  it  lo  lie  de- 
molished, togi'ther  with  a  great  number  of  other 
CBstlcs,  It  was  uftcrwnnls  rebuilt,  and  we  have 
Men  that  here  the  Guises  held  consultation,  as  Louis 
IMiihp  says.  It  eame  into  the  possession  of  the 
house  of  Orlmns  in  the  17th  century.  Its  owner, 
prince  I'ouis  Joseph  de  Lorraine,  contracted  debt* 
at  a  time  «hen  even  nobles  were  obligi-d  lo  [wy 
them  ;  his  property  was  taken  in  execution,  agree. 
ablj  to  a  decujoa  of  the  parliament  of  I'aris  in 
1660  and  1G62,  and  Eu  wo*  bought  by  Anna 
VOL.  t,  o 
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Maria  I^uiiw  of  Orlmnx,  who  expen<lL'd  ininicnM 
«ims  in  its  nnWMislimcnt. 

The  Revolution  turned  (he  chateau  into  an  hos> 
pita].  The  ReHloration  gsve  it  bwk  to  Louta 
I^ilip,  nnd  he  inin^i-mxl  it  to  his  »>n,  ihv  duke 
of  Orlenns,  in  that  well-knonn  compact  by  which 
the  provident  father  gave  away  alt  be  had. 

I  ao)  sorry  that  I  have  not  ai  han<)  the  work  of 
Jules  Janin,  and  all  tboae  charming  fcuillclotii  of 
the  Journal  des  Debaia,  the  Tetppii,  and  other 
papers,  nbic-b  c<'k-(>rated  lite  vi^il  paid  by  the  king 
lo  Eti  five  or  six  year*  a!>o.  I  would  trentlnte 
Mmcihing  from  ihem,  compow  a  melody  lo  il,  or 
adapt  it  to  the  tune  of  the  Marteillaise.  It  is  in* 
conceivable  what  monkeys  men  make  of  tbein»eUe». 
Ju»I  touch  lite  drum,  put  ibc  pipes  to  your  lipa, 
ami  they  fnll  a^capering  immediately.  Rtii  Julea 
Janin,  with  bin  aniJCM,  in  tliv  ninot  diverting  monkey 
(here  is  among  nil  t)ie  former  lacqueys  of  il>e  court. 
If  he  was  mine,  I  would  put  on  him  a  red  jacket, 
and  take  bim  to  all  the  chief  oiticH  and  (owns  in  the 
world,  and  vxliibii  liim  for  the  amiiK-mi-nt  of  (be 
good  people  of  tbc-  said  riitr«  and  towns. 

But  etMugh  concerning  Eu.  I  have  yet  lo  aee 
Trqmrt,  and  mu.tt  contrive  to  get  back  to  I>ieppe 
tills  evening. 

Treport  H  half  a  leagne  dinrant  fmm  Eu.  Be. 
fore  the  Revdation  there  was  an  abbey  at  this 
place.  The  fishermen  now  ore  obliged  to  make 
xhifl  witboul  it ;  and  lite  village  •ceiiis  to  be  no 
Srorsc  off  on  that  account.     A*  I  int«adi-d  lu  taakc 
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tome  nay  at  Etrctat,  anotlior  fitiliing  village,  I 
wUhcd  to  see  Trcpori,  just  m  paaaant.  It  cnnxii^is 
of  a  luiig  litte  of  liouseii  near  the  harbour  and  un 
Uic  liilL  Half  wny  up  this  hill  siauds  a  venerable 
looking  chufdi.  wlu'iia"  you  have  an  extjuisite  view 
of  magnificcTit  Nature.  Whether  the  devil  had 
aay  hand  in  this  or  not  I  cannot  tell. 

The  Kturdy  fiiiherinen  vrere  busily  engaged  on 
the  qun}'i>,  Koinc  in  unloiKling  llivir  biiat!i,  others  in 
prcpnrinfi;  fur  tea.  The  women,  nio«lly  »hort  but 
Well  made,  with  full  bosoms  and  healthy- looking, 
expressive  faces,  ncre  carrying  heavy  loads  of  enit, 
Irhich  the  men  look  on  board,  for  curing  the  fish 
caught  while  out  at  kcsi.  TIil-  intiabitanu  of  ilie 
village  in  gcttcral,  even  the  ordinary  fi«.hermen, 
are  in  good  circumstanceft.  Kvery  family  has  its 
own  house,  or  ai  least  a  diare  in  the  house  which 
it  inhabit*.  The  sea  Hupplics  them  with  suste* 
fiance,  and,  owing  to  the  activity  of  the  men,  the 
induMry,  sobriety,  and  economy  of  the  women, 
there  is  acareely  a  family  hut  has  laid  by  something 
U  ibe  year's  end.  Not  one  of  those  |;reedy-looking 
viaages  that  one  tees  wherever  merchant -vessels 
oomc,  is  to  be  met  with  here ;  every  face,  male  and 
fcmtle.  bears  the  siamp  uf  honesty  and  goiKlniiKire. 

I  went  upon  the  little  pier  to  rest  myself  for  a 
moment.  'I'here  some  hearty  boys  were  playing 
with  round  |H-I>hln,  ao  that  the  sea,  the  provident 
mother  of  these  people,  supplies  even  (he  children 
with  playthings.  It  is  easy  to  discover  in  the  bov 
the  danng  seaman  of  future  year*.     UvsJde  me  sat 
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two  gray-liejtW  iiivniid  sailors,  who  repaired  tlnthcr 


to 
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tain  itit;  dircclioii  of  the  nind.  I  had  bcvti  chat- 
ling  for  a  while  wiih  tlie  younger  of  these  veiemns, 
befort'  UiL'  elder  joined  us.  A»  he  approached,  ihe 
other  said,  wilh  a  sort  of  rt.'»pcct ;  "  VoUa  le  velemn 
de  Tre[H>rt !"  The  »[H-iiker,  his  junior  hy  three 
years,  was  eighty-five.  Both  had  scrvt-d  during 
the  war,  and  ihe  elder  earned  his  crippled  arm  in 
a  sliiig.  I  asked  thera  various  questions,  but  Ihcy 
euuld  only  half  understand  lue.  When  I  inijuired 
voncerninR  thv  custom*  of  the  fithermen,  they  he- 
jjnn  to  tell  mo  about  their  campaigns  ;  and  wheti  I 
askwl  tlivm  lo  relate  aome  of  their  remarkable  ad- 
vciitunee,  tlw  eklcr  informed  me,  that  once  in  a 
storm  he  mndc  a  vow  U)  walk  in  his  ihlrt  horefool 
to  St.  — .,  I  forget  the  name,  and  that  he  per- 
fonned  his  vow.  It  is  exceedingly  diSirult  lo  tin- 
understiind  thi-ne  good  people,  or  to  render  your- 
u'tf  inicHi^iblc  U>  ihi-ui,  tiwing  l»  ihe  limited  extent 
of  (lieir  lanijuage,  the  many  tecimicai  cxprcKsions, 
and  (be  patiMs.  A  woman,  wlio  presititly  joined 
us,  toltl  us  a  long  eJory,  of  which,  had  I  even  been 
a  woman  myitelf,  I  could  not  have  guecsed  a  word. 
They  might  have  conspired  >n  my  presence  without 
danger  against  llie  livet  of  all  the  liings  in  the 
world. 

Tired  of  hslening  to  words  which  produced  no 
more  effect  upon  mc  than  the  cbck  of  a  mill,  I  re- 
tired to  the  other  end  of  the  pier,  whert>  I  could 
enjov  in  nuitrl  ihe  beautiful  prospect   whidi  here 
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presents  itself.  In  ancient  times,  the  sea  formed 
a  bay  as  far  as  Eu.  Now  this  bay,  covered  with 
rich  meadows  and  corD-fields,  is  intersected  by 
the  river,  hedges,  and  alleys,  and  bordered  by 
gently-ri^ng  verdant  eminences.  On  one  side  of 
this  semicircle  of  hills  is  situated  Treport,  with  its 
chureh,  hewn,  as  it  were,  out  of  the  rock  ;  on  the 
left  is  aoother  village  with  a  church,  the  name  of 
which  I  have  forgotten,  and  in  the  centre  Eu,  with 
its  chateau  and  its  abbey.  And  the  foreground 
to  this  lovely,  rural  landscape,  when  viewed  from 
the  pier,  is  formed  by  the  harbour  of  Treport  and 
the  sea,  and  these  constitute  a  magnificent  fore  or 
back-ground,  according  to  the  position  of  the 
spectator. 


Ten  years  ago,  I  should  have  had  many  cogent 
reasons  for  preferring  an  excursion  on  foot  along 
the  coast  of  Upper  Normandy.  This  mode  of 
travelling  would  have  been  not  only  cheaper,  but 
more  pleasant  and  more  fertile  in  Incidents.  Now, 
I  have  quite  as  many,  for  preferring  the  diligence : 
but  the  love  of  convenience  is  at  the  back  of  them 
all,  and  this  is  sure  to  gain  the  victory. 

Beyond  St,  Valerie  en  Caux  there  is  a  high  hill, 
which  begins  in  the  town  itself,  and  which  afforded 
us  time  to  walk  through  it;  so  I  could  transport 
myself  in  thought  to  the  days  when  William  the 
Conqueror  embarked  his  troops  here  for  the  inva- 
sion of  England.  But  the  few  6shing  smacks,  the 
empty  streets,  the  quietness  of  the  towo,  scarcely 
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permitled  iliv  imtginaiion  to  dwell  on  this  idea,  and 
the  voice  of  the  conductor,  cnlling  to  uh  from  the 
lop  of  ihc  hill  to  rejoin  the  carriage,  dispelled  it 
entirelj. 

On  rcuefiing  Focamp,  1  had  half  a  ilay  before  ne, 
and  1  fmploycd  tl  in  delivering  my  Ivlters  of  reixnt- 
mendntiou,  and  looking  about  th«  town.  One  of 
these  Ictiers  was  to  Mons.  !■',,  who  is  not  more  dis- 
linguinhed  fur  ]irofi>und  eruditioit  as  an  anlNjuary, 
thnn  for  amiable  quolilks  ■«  a  man  of  the  world, 
and  who  promiaed  to  accompany  m«  next  morn- 
ing to  show  nie  the  abbey,  and  whatever  else  a 
wortli  K^-ing  at  Fecamp. 

I  spent  the  rest  of  the  day  in  cxpluring  ihc  town 
und  ihc  harbour,  l-'ccamp  is  but  a  single  street, 
half  a  league  long,  of  aliuut  fifteen  liundrMl  bouses, 
Olid  nine  or  ten  thousand  iiihabitfliiin.  Miat  of  the 
liouMB  are  of  recent  consiiuction,  and  give  a  modem 
look  lo  ihc  town,  which  is  said  to  have  been  a  [dace 
of  some  importuncc  under  tiie  Itr^l  race  of  the 
Fmnkish  aoverngns.  The  port  is  large  enough  to 
luld  Al  lea«I  Icii  limes  as  ninny  »hips  as  I  snw  in  it, 
whence  it  may  be  inferred  that  itie  iradt  of  the 
town  wu  formerly  more  extensive  than  il  ia  at 
prcAent. 

The  nnnie  of  Fecamp  is  taid  to  be  derived  eillier 
from  Fisct-eampus,  or  Fid-campus;  in  the  former 
case,  because  the  Romans  tlicre  received  the  tribute 
levii-d  u|>c>n  ihe  Mirrounding  country.  The  deriva- 
tion from  Pici- campus  I  shall  have  occasion  to  cx> 
plain  luTvaftrr.  The  adjaceni  country  was  called 
at  the  time  of  the  Roman  con<jueu  Caleti,  wbicb 
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antiquaries  derive  from  itie  Gcrmaii  woni  kalt, 
cold,  though  it  ia  not  clear  how  the  Gcrni»no-Bcl« 
gianS)  to  wlium  it  tnu.i(  have  own!  this  denomina- 
tion, and  who  cnnu-  from  a  tnorc  northern  cnuntrjTt 
could  have  found  this  cold  enough  to  dvcervc  nuch 
•  name.  The  winds  which  prevail  here,  and  ihe 
aefti^iir  render  the  climiic  mud)  less  cold  ihin 
tltat  of  the  region  wliich  the  Belgians  had  forsaken. 
The  ablwy,  the  ruins  of  an  ancirnt  ra.«(l<-,  sikI 
the  harbowr,  are  ihe  only  remarkable  objocl*  of  thi» 
town.  Mooa.  F,  called  (he  day  after  my  arrival  to 
lake  me  to  the  abbey.  I  wii>  in  the  best  humour  in 
tht  world  for  receiving  inviruciion.  When  ue 
entered  the  church,  «rc  found  there  Momk.  F.'s 
daughter  and  a  friend  of  her's,  who,  having  never 
seen  the  abbey,  availed  herself  of  tbia  opporluniij-. 
The  abbey  is  the  €>n)tpring  of  iteveral  dilTerent  cen- 
turicr,  a*  is  evident  in  the  style  of  the  individual 
part*.  The  whole  does  not  produce  an  agreeable 
eSed,  for  the  church  i§  disproportionately  long  for 
iu  height,  latere  was  formerly  a  partition  in  the 
middle  of  llie  tmve,  which  wrvrd  im  a  |Kniit  of 
r*po«c  for  the  eye  and  gave  eiguilibrium  to  the 
diurcli;  but  this  ha!«  been  pulled  down,  that  (ht 
priest  may  be  seen  from  one  end  of  ihe  building  to 
tlie  other.  Anoiher  expeditrnt  for  making  old 
things  new,  which  iit  employed  throughout  all 
France,  is  to  whitcwaah  the  churches.  This  ho- 
nour ha&  been  conferred  on  the  abbey  of  Fecamp, 
and  it  Kioks  in  consei|uence  very  like  an  old  maid  ia 
Uie  frock  in  which  she  went  to  be  coolirtned.    This 
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mania  for  whiletrashing  and  painting  the  anciefll 
inonum^nU  of  architecture  and  sculpture  has  d^ 
genn»xtd  at  Fecamp  into  real  Vandahsm  in  r^ard 
to  an  interment  of  the  Virgin  Mary.  On  tlie  right 
of  thenhbcv  is  a  chapel  containing  a  groiipe  ex- 
ecuted in  stone,  which  is  not  without  merit  n«  a 
work  of  art.  During  the  revolution  it  Huffered 
much ;  Keveral  of  the  figures  wen?  behendei).  To 
moke  amends  for  this  mulilalion,  plaster  heads  have 
been  attached  to  ttie  atone  Nxliefl,  an<l  ihi-v  tiave  aJI 
been  painted  red,  and  yellow,  and  brawn,  so  thai 
they  look  extremely  droll.  But  the  best  of  the 
joke  IK  that,  fur  want  of  other  heads,  that  of  a  Cato 
has  been  joined  to  the  bwly  of  St.  Peter,  Volinire'a 
to  that  of  St.  Mark,  and  Cicero's  to  St.  Jamca'i. 
They  all  look  astounded,  and  ihe  qupMion  lu  whe- 
ther the  miracle  which  is  taking  place  Ifefore  their 
eyes,  or  that  which  struck  otTthe  heads  of  the  Mints 
and  clitppcd  their's  in  tlirir  places,  is  the  cause  of 
thcirastonishmenl. 

But  by  far  the  most  remarkable  thing  in  thia 
church  is  the  prfcUux  $ang.  CIom'  lo  the  church 
it  a  shop,  where  you  may  buy  a  little  book  about 
iho  "  precious  blood,"  and  beads,  medals,  &c.  &t^ned 
witli  the  blood.  I  aliall  translate  the  history  of  the 
invaluable  relic,  a»  given  in  tluit  publication.  Ii  la 
headed  "  !li*toire  du  pn.'cietix  wing  tie  NiHrc  Seig- 
neur Jesus  Christ,  qui  repose  en  I'Abbaye  de  la 
Tr^s-Saintc  Trinttd  de  Fecamp."  The  history 
then  begins  thus  :-^ 

"Joseph  of  Ariotantia  and  Nieodcmua,  (werei 


4 


LEGEND  OP  THE  PRECIOUS  BLOOD.       287 

disciplet  of  our  divine  Redeemer  Jesus  Chritl,  wliom 
tlicJcwc  unjustly  crucilii'd)  went  i« I'ilate  and  begged 
of  liim  the  body  of  our  divini>  Rtdt^mor,  that  they 
might  lay  it  in  the  grave.  Ho  granted  tlinr  n-qui^^t. 
According  tu  the  gospel  of  St.  John,  NicoclcmuK 
bad  gone  in  the  night  that  Christ  hung  upon  the 
eroM,  and  with  a  knife  removed  the  [M-iviuiiK  blood 
vhich  was  clotted  obont  the  iiounds  on  the  handit 
Rnd  feet  of  our  divine  lledeemer,  put  it  into  a  glove, 
■nd  (HV«er\'C(l  it  with  grc-at  vcner^ition  m  long  as  he 
Itvctl.  But,  Awsrc  that  his  dissolulioti  wait  at  hand, 
u  he  bad  no  children,  he  acquainted  his  nephew, 
Isaac,  with  his  nccret,  gave  him  the  glove,  with  the 
inestimable  treuuire  that  it  contained)  and  said : 
^  Here,  take  the  blood  of  the  Irue  proplict,  Jr«uf>, 
whom  our  elders  caused  lo  be  unjustly  crurified; 
preserve  it  with  reverence,  and  p.iy  to  it  the  r<'?<pect 
•nd  the  aih>rniion  which  it  tloMTvi-n,  and  ihoii  tUnU 
never  want  for  any  thing,*  Then  I*anc  took  the  pre- 
cious treasure  from  the  hand  of  his  uncle,  and  put 
it  into  a  strong  coffer.  He  never  omitted  paying  re- 
verence to  it  every  day,  and  he  became  rich  and 
powerful.  Hix  wife  inked  him  how  he  hiid  Acquired 
all  thin  wealth  is  fn  short  n  time.  He  replied  that 
it  iras  a  gift  of  God.  Whereupon  the  wicked  wo* 
man  (tew  into  a  pauton.  I)ut  one  day,  when  she 
found  her  hu*hand  on  his  knees  before  the  coffer, 
she  instantly  went  lo  the  Jew*,  and  told  them  that 
ehe  had  csught  her  biislwnd  worshipping  an  idol. 

As  IsLiac  had  to  endure  much  annoyance  in  conse- 
quence of  tim  accuution,  he  resolved  to  leave  th« 
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city  of  JiTUKoltfin,  wlierc  he  «&a  Hot  nie,  and  re- 
moved to  ihc  town  of  Sidon,  on  the  sea  ooaM.  Some 
yean  aftvnrard*,  he  had  a  vituon  ihst  Titui  luid 
Veqiaatani  Ilotnan  emperors,  should  come  whb 
nuoy  legions  lo  dv^iroy  •Icruulem  ;  so  be  made  a 
leaden  box,  into  which  he  piit  the  precious  blood  of 
ourdirinc  Redeemer,  and  then  he  made  a  hole  id  a 
fig-lrce  which  grew  in  his  garden,  nnd  dcptwitcd 
therein  his  incomparable  treasure.  Some  lime  afier> 
wards  he  had  a  iiecond  vinion,  aoquainung  him  that 
the  Romani  would  destroy  L-rery  thing  with  fire  and 
■word,  whereupon  he  resolved  to  cm  down  the  fig- 
irec  and  to  throw  the  trunk  into  the  Ma.  It  was 
not  wiihout  •orrow  thut  he  executed  this  resolution ; 
but)  in  a  third  vision,  he  heard  a  voice,  which  aoid 
lo  Iiim ;  *  Be  of  good  cheer;  the  precious  blood 
which  ihou  bast  thrown  into  the  sea  shall  land  in  a 
province  of  France,  and  be  there  adored  by  true 
Cbnsiitinti !' 

**  Isaac,  comforted  and  overjoyed,  related  hts 
vition  to  hts  wife  and  to  his  ncifjlilwurs,  and  gave 
them  an  account  of  this  whole  affair.  The  report  of 
what  wf  have  here  oommunicaied  spread  through- 
out the  whole  temtory  of  Jerusalem,  and  m>  far 
that  wc  have  often  heard  the  narrative  in  our  coun- 
try ;  and  the  Jews  ihemiielvea,  on  account  of  (he 
auihority  of  Isaac  and  NicodemuH,  l)«ing  desiroui  to 
perpetuate  the  memory  of  socxtraordiittry  a  repofi, 
wrote  il  down  in  their  annals  in  Hebrew  letters, 

**  In  foci,  the  trunk  uf  the  lig-iree  was  carried  to 
the  vale  uf  Fecamp,  where  il  wa>  found  by  the 
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cJiildrcn  of  a  man  named  Bnyo,  who  cut  off  a  twig 
which  had  shot  out  of  i(,  and  carried  it  to  {h«ir 
parent*.  As  the  Utter  had  nevvr  M^eu  ilii«  kind  of 
wood,  tlicy  asked  the  children  whL-n;  iln-y  lim)  fuund 
thai  twig.  They  rcphcd  thai  thvy  had  fouttd  it  in 
that  part  of  the  vaWvy  which  abounded  most  in 
hrrhnge,  and  tlint  ihtjc  ucre  two  othvrHof  iho  unie 
urt  there.  Next  day  the  father  went  with  Ids  chil- 
dren to  fcich  the  two  other  branches,  and  he  planted 
them  in  liis  guxiea,  where  great  miracles  took  place. 

"  hoyo  tried  tcvend  liinca  ti>  ri-niuvc  the  trunk, 
hut  in  vain.  When  this  man  died,  his  wife,  named 
Mary,  was  lefl  a  widow  with  two  children. 

"  And  at  Chnslnics  tide  iIiltc  came  a  pilgrim 
and  begged  for  a  night's  lodging.  Mnry  granted 
itt  uying  that  hhe  was  poor,  and  could  not  make 
him  so  coinfortahle  as  xhe  wisilictl.  The  same  even- 
ing, Mary  mid  sorrowfully;  'O  my  hui^bund,  if 
Uuni  wcrt  still  living,  I  should  have  a  billet  lu  put 
upon  the  tire !'  Her  afflicted  children  tmid  to  their 
mother  :  '  We  have  now  oir-  lo  hvlp  uk,  so  n-o  will 
try  lo-»M>rrow  to  fetch  home  the  tig-lr(<e  that  lies  in 
the  »ttlley.'  '  O,  my  children,'  slic  replied,  *  you 
know  that  your  father,  with  all  his  skill,  never 
could  do  as  much.'  Tlie  pilgrim,  having  made 
inquiriv*  conccniing  the  uiaitcr,  wid  :  *  We  will  go 
In-morrnw  luoming  with  a  car.  and  bring  it  hiihcr, 
God  willing.'  Next  day  they  look  a  car.  and  lifted 
the  trunk  u\mn  it  widmui  the  K-oAt  dilliculiy;  but, 
after  they  hul  gone  a  few  paces,  how  gri-at  was  their 
■uq)risc  to  sec  tliccar  break  down  on  ihcspot  where 
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the  abbcjr  of  Fecnrnp  now  stands '.  The  pilgrim 
collected  a  hnp  of  stones,  and  said  :  '  T>)i«  truok 
contains  the  preciotu  bluud  of  our  divine  Rcdvcinvr 
Je»u»  Christ.  Here  shall  be  erected  the  building 
that  sliull  be  dedicated  to  hini  lo  all  i-teniitjr. 
Happy  this  |m>vtncc,  for  it  contains  the  price  of  the 
ivdcmplion  of  the  world!'  Afler  he  hod  said 
these  words,  he  vanished. 

"  When  du'<e  Anseguitte  and  many  nobles  were 
hunting  in  this  vslU>y.  and  he  conitnandtxl  lite  dogs 
to  be  liiosed,  they  saw  a  stag  of  astonishing  size  be* 
fore  them.  After  they  had  pursued  him  fur  a  lung 
time,  he  stood  still  on  the  spot  where  the  tnmk  lay : 
and  after  he  had  bowed  his  head  toward  those  who 
pursued  him,  these  were  fixed  molionless  and  At- 
prii'i-d  of  the  use  of  tlieir  limbs.  The  stag  walked 
in  n  large  drcle  round  llie  tput  where  Ike  had  ttood 
ktill  und  diMppearxHl.  Whni  AnwgiiiM-  had  prajed 
fervently  to  God,  they  all  rreuvcretl  the  use  of  iheir 
finbi.  Anseguise,  who  had  attentively  watcbMl 
the  motion  of  the  stag,  caused  a  chapel  to  be  built 
there,  and  rewlvcd  to  erect  a  church  in  huiumr  of 
the  holy  Trinity.  But  death  ovrrioolt  him  before 
he  oould  perform  his  tow. 

"  St.  iriuniiKjuc,  governor  of  the  eounlry,  under 
Lolhain-  or  Cloluire,  determine*)  to  fulfil  tl*c  vow  of 
his  predecessor,  caused  ibe  foundations  of  a  church 
to  be  laid  in  honour  of  the  holy  Trinity,  and  eri-cted 
an  abbey  there.  He  had  the  holy  virgin  St.  Childe- 
morche  fetched  front  Bordeaux  to  be  ihi:.  6rst 
abbess. 
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"  Wbon  the  pagans  had  desolated  lhi»  couotry 
and  deatruyed  ihe  abbey,  the  nuns,  in  onlrr  to  pre-      ^ 
vctit  the  biirbarifins  frnm  doing  violence  to   their      H 
tnodcsty,  cut  off  their  noses  and  hps,   that   they 
might  inspire  them  with  horror  rather  than  desire.        h 

*'  After  thi-  Gnt  diikv  of  Normandy,  namni  Roal^      ( 
was  dead,   he  was  succeeded   by   duke   William, 
called  Longsword,     This  duke  caused  the  atibey  to 
be  rebuilt.      Several  bishops,  in  their  quality  of 
ecclesiastics,  and  laymen,  were  invited  to  the  con- 
■ecraiitiii,  and  were  present.     And   there  cnmc  an       ^ 
unknown  man  of  majestie  appearance.     Me  entered      H 
the  cliurch,  picked  up  the  precious  blood,  which      ~ 
had  been  left  lying  among  the  rubbish,  and  carried 
it  to  tiK'  high  altar,  in  the  presence  of  the  whole 
auM-mhly,  saying  : — '  Here  is  the  price  of  the  re- 
demption of  the  world,  that  comes  from  Jerusalem  ; 
thoae  who  wear  any   thing  that  has  been  stained 
with  the  precious  blooil  shall  be  protected  from  all 
misfortunes.'     Then  the  unknown  person  vanished, 
leaving  the  print  of  his  foot  in  a  stone  which  ts  bdII 
to  be  seen  in  the  baptismal  chapel. 

"  Since  that  time  the  precious  blood  has  not  ceatcd 
to  enj'iy  the  hij;lic«l  veneration  on  the  part  of  all 
the  faithful.  The  old  traditions  teach  us  how  many 
miraeleK  have  here  been  wrought.  A  great  number 
of  pilgrims  come  hither  every  year,  espceiallv  the 
inhabitants  nf  Ivetot,  who  have  for  many  years  per- 
formed this  pilgrimugv,  (hat  commenced  during  n 
oontnf^nus  disease,  which  raged  in  that  town,  but 
which  has  never  since  mad«  its  appearance. 


'*  Tlir  prcKnaion  of  tlie  pix'^.-iou*  1iI(mm)  is  brid 
every  year  un  (li«  Friday  brforc  Psmiod  wci-k  in 
the  iDitfrior  of  the  abbey  of  Fecamp.  Ii  Uikes  place 
also  on  ilie  Monday  uf  t\w  lioly  Trinity,  vilien  the 
inhabiiants  of  Ivctot  and  ihv  whole  odjan'iit  oouiilry 
come  to  pay  homage  to  it. 

*'  Extract  from  a  oiamiKript  vrilten  in  the  year 
1527." 

After  this  history  of  ihe  prixious  blood,  I  need 
■BY  very  liule  coitcerniiig  the  church.  The  stoito, 
with  the  foot-print  of  the  unknown  nnj^).  is  still  to 
be  seen.  Great  numbers  of  pilgrims  oclually  come 
hiihiT  still  on  the  days  icpecitied,  and  as  the  nocuiint 
say*,  most  of  the  inhnbitnnis  of  Ivetot  and  the  8ur> 
rounding  country.  Miracles  too  arc  still  wnnighl, 
at  least  some  that  have  but  recently  taken  place  are 
always  related.  Those  wlio  would  awert  that  the 
age  of  miracles  la  past  might  cnnvincc  thirniseUes  of 
the  contniry  here  in  Fecamp.  At  tlH-  «htit>  where 
I  botight  the  hiMory  of  the  precious  bk>ud,  I  wm 
ofTered  another  tittle  book,  in  which,  at  least  half  a 
hundred  rt.-covcrics  and  conversions,  wrought  by  n 
medal  of  the  immaculate  Virgin  during  the  lost  aix 
years,  are  enuu>enited  and  dcseribod.  The  book 
costs  but  fix  aiMl  tlie  medal  only  two  sous.  It  was 
printed  in  1837.  How  much  tJic  book  prudiieetfur 
its  author,  and  the  medal  for  the  inventor,  I  know 
not:  but  the  precious  blood  is  invaluable  to  Fecamp; 
for  the  inhabitants,  iniikecjiers,  tradesmii),  and  the 
churdi,  miike  a  prolit  by  it  one  yi-ar  with  anoltieruT 
not  leu  (ban  some  hundred  thousands  of  francs. 
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One  ihing  suqirised  me.  ThebookmukeanoineD* 
lion  of  n  M"''"K  ^'■■^^  dciiveti,  or  in  said  to  ilrrive, 
its  name,  its  ccli-bntyi  and  its  mctlicmol  pr»pcTly 
from  the  precious  biood.  Each  of  the  [Migrima  buj^s 
■t  lettt  ODC  bottle  of  the  wati?r,  whidi  enables  them 
lodis|)ense  uitli  the  pliinls  of  the  apothecary.  On 
inquiring  nbouc  this  spring,  I  lenrned  thai  il  belongs 
to  a  private  perron,  who  lets  it,  and  that  it  still  pro> 
duces  a  yearly  income  of  several  thouund  fraocs  at 
two  «ou»  pi-r  buttle.  Il  is  no  douht  t>cc«usc  it  be- 
loiigs  to  B  privHCe  individual,  that  the  priest  who 
wrote  that  history  takes  care  not  to  mention  it. 
But  perhaps  there  mny  tw  another  reason  for  ihe 
oniU>iun.  At  times,  especially  in  hut  weather,  the 
spring  is  far  from  copiourt.  Now  the  owner  of  it  is 
an  homoiopath,  and  asserts  that  one  drop  of  the  sa- 
cred fluid  in  a  hugshead  of  river  water  is  but  the  mure 
cAeaeiouH ;  and  therefore  he  never  hesitates,  w)ien 
the  spring  is  low  and  the  demand  great,  to  dilute  its 
pnoduce  with  a  few  hogsheads  of  ordinary  water. 
The  priest  who  wrote  rlie  book  may  belong  lo  the 
old  school  of  the  alloifipaths,  the  puritans  who 
deem  il  a  sin  for  chiiMian  innkeepers  to  baptixe 
their  wine;  and  perha[i8  it  was  on  this  account  that 
he  has  not  noticed  the  spring.  And  who  can  blame 
him.* 

The  name  of  Ft-cnmp,  as  derived  from  Flci- 
campus,  is  thus  supposed  to  one  its  origin  to  the 
flg-tree.  Il  is  remarkable  tliat,  in  sevcrni  ]ilnccs  in 
Ntmn/iiKJy,  as  for  instance  at  Tancarville,  we  metl 
iritli  names  which  seem  to  indicate,  that  fig-trees 
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fomicrij"  cxi-ttM]  there.  CuiiIJ  the  almi^hly  Ro- 
innn*  have  tut  fiir  conquc-ml  Nmiire  in  Ni»nnarnly, 
Bs  to  make  that  province,  which  now  produoca  no- 
tliiiig  but  apples,  jicld  (tgs  in  ancient  limes?  It  tl 
only  in  reference  to  (hia  derivation  that  the  abbey 
of  Fecamp  hitit  any  historical  import.  The  monks 
formetly  livct)  lierc  in  tolerable  r|uiel,  and  htntory 
has  very  little  lo  sav  voriceniing  their  abbots,  which 
ift  a  good  Mgn.  One  of  them  was  a  mcinbcr  of  the 
tribunal  which  condemned  the  Moid  of  Orleans  to 
death.  Cnnniir,  king  of  Fulund,  here  rented  from 
the  pleasures  and  ]min*  of  royally.  Another  abbot, 
Aychard  I.,  oas  unanimously  elected,  and  the  monks 
•toted  in  th(Hr  Chronicle  that  he  was  pointed  out  bj 
the  Holy  Gbo*t :  and  this  t  can  readily  believe, 
for,  after  his  election,  the  Chronicle  wy*  nothing 
more  about  htm,  but  that  he  tncrcniicd  each  monk** 
allowance  of  wine  by  onc^thin).  lie  was  a  piutts 
man. 

Abbot  William  II.  (who  died  in  1 107)  irutiiutod 
a  donaunn  nf  hnlfa  pound  of  bread  for  every  one 
wIk)  should  apply  for  it  at  the  gate  of  the  abbey. 
Thin  charily  was  continued  till  the  dissolution  of  the 
Bbhey,and  then  amouniei)  to  twelve  hundred  pounds 
of  bread  per  day,  which  was  a  yearly  expencc  of 
(en  thousand  francx.  It  could  well  nfford  ihisdoiia- 
tion,  for  the  annual  revenue  of  the  house  amounted 
to  several  hundred  ihourand  francs.  It  f;nre  away 
half  or  oiK'-third  of  what  it  receive*)  in  litlieo. 
There  were  converts  of  this  kind  in  almost  every 
village  in  Norntandy,  and  all  were  nearly  as  chari- 
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isblc.  As  in  Spain,  the  people  were  reduced  by 
them  tri  iM^ggiiry,  and  then  they  )^w  benevolent, 
and  doled  out  alnm  lo  itwrn.  That  is  the  secret. 
Far  brltrr  had  they,  like  the  Russian  griiiulecs, 
oflLTod  the  knout  to  theslarving  wretches.  At  any 
rate,  ha<l  thiK  t>een  done,  all  Normandy  wuuld  not, 
even  at  ihii  dny,  tit.-  biirtk-iicti  with  lH-gf;ar-o»lonieii, 
which  cvrtainly  owe  tlicir  origin  to  thiil  pcricMl.  It 
ninays  takes  centuries  to  exterminate  the  last  roota, 
the  Ust  consecjuenccs,  of  a.  vicious  system. 

Mons.  I-'.,  who  hud  acntntpunied  me  to  the  church, 
cunducted  me  from  it  In  the  giirdeii  of  n  private  gen- 
tli^mai)  bclitnd  the  town-house,  contuning  the  ruins 
of  an  aneient  castle.  He  told  me  agreat  deal  about 
this  castle  and  about  the  dukes  of  Normandy,  who 
are  ^id  to  have  resided  tliere.  Upon  the  whole,  I 
am  iK>  friend  to  ruini,  iinlens  when  by  way  of  con- 
Irast  they  impart  a  new  cliarm  lo  a  lovdy  landscape, 
or  possess  a  living  historical  import,  that  is  to  say, 
confirm  some  everlasting  maxim  of  history.  It  is 
intercAting  enough  to  know  that  duke  Ypsiion  was 
born,  dwell,  or  died  here,  but  1  must  cimfes!!  thai  it 
iatereiiU  me  no  more  tli.in  to  l>e  told  that  the  wife  of 
the  duke's  meanest  serving-inan  pro<Iuccd  a  child  in 
this  place, 

I  took  a  walk  to  the  pier:  the  sea  ran  high.  Od 
the  right  of  the  pier,  scarcely  ten  pnces  from  it,  (be 
wuvc%  wAsliod  the  Uwl  of  ihc  |>erpcndiciilar  cliff,  and 
blucks  OS  high  as  a  man,  which  lay  scallered  around, 
altered  the  power  of  the  billows  that  had  rent  them 
from  their  plaeeti.     Theoe  rucks  onoe  witnessed  an 
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ochievctnc-nt  which  is  scarcely  paralleled  id  hi*lory 
for  iis  incredible  boldnras. 

Tilt;  iiitiabitants  (^  Pecani|>  h»6  espoused  ihc 
eauK  c>f  the  I.,cagur:  thvy  built  on  the  top  of  the 
clifi'  A  Mrong  cattle,  into  which  M.  cl*.-  Villar*,  com* 
uiaiiilani  o(  Huucn,  retireii  with  his  iroupi.  fioi»- 
nit6,m  udlwreiu  of  the  royal  purty,  reaulvcd  to 
make  hiniM-lf  ma«UT  of  the  fortrpiis.  But  it  was  so 
gujirdi<d  on  ail  sides  that  a  EUr|)rtsG  wait  out  of  the 
queslioD,  except  oii  ihc  side  next  to  the  sl-*.  and 
there  a  tuxp  pmeipioe  of  several  hundred  feet, 
which  could  not  be  approiichi'd  at  floud-tide,  rea> 
dvrrd  any  altumpt  nvxt  to  iinpossibU-.  Ii  nai  on 
tilts  side,  Hcvt-rtheless,  that  B<nsroso  resolved  to 
ftsoend  to  (he  forircsd.  Two  soldiers  devoted  to  hii 
interest  cootiived  to  gel  udmilteil  among  the  troops 
of  Villar>.  One  itark,  stormy  nighi,  Uourone  pro* 
eevded  with  Rtiy  men  in  two  boats  to  the  foot  of  the 
cliff.  Having  reached  the  sput,  the  two  soldit-rs,  at 
a  given  ngaal,  lei  down  a  rojie  from  aliove,  lo  which 
BMsraa^  attached  a  cable  provided  with  knots ;  this 
the  two  soldiers  hauled  up  nnd  raKtenctI  to  the  para- 
pet. Two  sergeants  chnibed  up  first,  ihiii  th*  other 
soldiers,  and  lastly  l^isrow-,  having  tirst  pushed  off 
the  two  boats  from  the  shore,  and  rendered  retreat 
impouible.  In  this  manner  the  bold  OMailanti  had 
ascended  lwi>-tliirils  of  the  way,  wheti  thrir  profrres* 
wa*  suddenly  interrupted,  and  tidings  readied  BoU> 
ros^i  that  tlK  first  sergeant  had  k»l  bin  courage  and 
preaence  of  mind.  To  return  urat  impracticaUe. 
Bmanw^  dambcnd  up  from  shoulder  to  ibouldec 
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OTcr  his  companions  till  he  reached  (he  sergrant, 
aod,  jMinlinfr  tiis  swonl  to  his  breast,  furccd  him  to 
procrcd.  Tlius  the  little  troop  at  length  rmchcd 
the  top.  Thewnirics  wen;  diiipulched,  «iid  the  rwl 
of  the  garriioii  m»Ae  prisoners. 

The  man  who  looks  at  this  steep  rock  must  hare 
DO  nerves  if  be  am  think  of  this  deed  without  »hud- 
deriog :  and,  with  all  my  respi-ct  for  ]KipuUr  tm- 
ditioD,  I  should  have  placed  it  in  iheclauortrKends, 
had  it  not  Ix-cn  recorded  in  ooDtcniporary  historical 
documents.  j\s  it  is,  one  can  but  how  in  adiiiiratiun 
before  the  spirit,  the  eotiraf^,  and  the  resolution, 
which  make  even  impunMibiliiies  ]io)»il)lc. 

During  my  *lay  in  Kec.mip,  I  generally  spent 
Ibc  evening  at  a  sort  of  casino.  On  the  first  even- 
ing, I  fcltquite  comfortable.  It  did  me  good  to  see 
all  the  company  so  earnestly  pumiing  their  unmean- 
ing <Iivcrr*ioiiN,  u  jiiirty  at  wliiil  or  domiiin,  or  etijoy- 
iiig  the  decisive  crisis  of  a  general  game  at  bowls. 
The  next  day,  I  was  more  indifferent ;  on  the 
third,  I  was  a  prey  to  ennui,  and  on  the  fourth,  I 
cono'ived  such  a  secret  horror  of  this  cruel  mono- 
tony that,  in  spite  of  my  promise,  I  could  not  pre- 
vail  on  myself  to  cross  the  tlm'sliold.  For  ihrec 
evenings  running,  the  same  persons,  the  same  faces, 
the  same  Jokes,  the  same  gronty  :  here  the  four  old 
gentlemen  at  whist ;  there  the  fat  rich  baker  and  lite 
riarvcd  npotheairy  at  domino,  the  two  mute  piquet 
ptayera  at  the  same  luble  at  y«lerday  and  the  day 
before  yesterday  —  who  could  endure  this  for  a 
week,  for  a  life,  every  day  of  the  three  hundred  and 
tixty-fivv  days  ut  every  year  1 
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On  the  third  evening,  a  bailol  afforded  mc  tome 
relief.  This  was  an  event,  a  public  affair.  The 
candidate'ft  name  wsn  proclaimvil ;  and  the  naravsof 
thoM  hy  whom  tic  wm  prtjposcd  were  menltoDed. 
It  was  then  asbed  who  had  any  ihinf^  to  objcec 
again&t  him.  Nul  a  voice  was  raised,  but  all  present 
Buuninl  a  grave  and  iniporiant  look.  I  took  itiis 
at  first  for  a  good  omen,  but  I  was  egregiousljr  mii- 
tftlccn.  It  was  a  signal  failure.  An  ac{)uaintance 
explained  the  enigma,  and  told  me  that  the  candi- 
date  was  not  lit  for  the  Micieiy,  which  consisted  of 
the  mort  mpeciable  hradk  of  familie*  of  the  middle 
class ;  whereas  he  belonged  in  reality  to  iIm;  enminon 
people.  Thus  I  learned  that,  besides  the  middle 
clou  ami  tlie  common  people,  there  n  also  an  ant- 
tocracy  at  l-'ecamp,  which  keeps  itself  as  far  aloof 
from  the  respnciablc  middle  class  as  that  does  from 
the  people.  It  is  curious  to  see  the  spirit  of  caste, 
scared  from  the  capital  by  the  paving-stones,  stteak- 
iag  for  refuge  to  such  ubicure  corners  u  ihcsc. 
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CHAPTER  XVII. 


PadMlritn  Cicunion  —  Criluebeuf  —  Cliarch-Sartiee  —  Yporl 
—Trip  lo  Elielac  — [tuiTiirkmIilc5cFn«r;  — Inn  fm|iicntpil  bj 
PtniiBii  Arlinl* — Alphoma  Cirri  objigilioai  owing  lilm  bytho 
Inhabilanli  o(  EinUt — Morning  Wftik — A  >!«)■■•  it'(^uip*([* 
— Hymn  *unK  *t  It — BtplKintl  CcrpTnon<(«— Cuilomi  it  Wnl* 
iliiig*^FDnenl<  and  Moummti — Uipiiikm  of  Flthing  VpiuIb^ 
Joint  feast*  utlha  FitlMrinrn — Populkr  Tratlilioni — Hiatorf 
of  RomuD  Biwn  —  VgtiigM  of  Romia  Worki  (liiMvored  at 
ElroUt. 

I  UEFT  Fi-camp  on  a  Siitidny.  'Die  most  delif^t- 
ful  wcntlior  fftvourtti  my  [K-ilcsirian  excursion.  I 
wof  p!ca»rd  with  the  couitiry,  and  wiili  the  views  of 
the  sea,  of  Fecamp,  and  ita  hsrbour,  which  I  ob- 
tained on  ihe  eminence  behind  the  Inwn.  Rui  alwvc 
all  1  WAN  fdifiod  by  the  tjuict  and  rL-]K)Hi;  of  the  miI>> 
bath.  Tlitf  dcejiest  nilvnce  prcvnik-d  all  around, 
Knd  Fcam-Iy  a  crmturc  was  to  be  seen  abroad, 
Happy  mortals,  who  have  a  Sunday  at  least  once  in 
seven  days  !  In  Paris,  out  of  tieventy  persons,  one 
has  Sunday  every  day,  while  the  reitt  have  from 
yo*r'8  cud  to  year's  end  three  hundred  and  iiixiy- 
livc  working  ilays,  with  a  St.  Monday  now  nnd  then 
amoog  them. 
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I  hfld  (o  Bmngcd  it  aa  to  srrive  st  Criqurbeuf 
■hout  service  time,  that  I  niiglit  have  an  opportunity 
of  seeing  ihe  fishermen  of  V[)i>rl,  mho  eume  thirher 
to  church.  In  ihe  church  it«rlf  I  otitervcd  nntliing 
indicative  uf  the  least  poelic  tosle.  It  was  low, 
whitvwnnlirJ,  and  had  a  boarded  ceiling.  Wlira  I 
entered  the  church,  many  of  ilie  benches  were  still 
empiy,  and  I  seated  tnywelf  without  ceremony  on 
one  of  the  liindmost :  but  ao  old  man  presently  en- 
invd  and  doiriil  me  tn  Hkc,  which  I  did,  concifiving 
that  il  was  th*  custom  here  for  the  younger  to  give 
way  to  tbeir  leniors.  I  then  took  my  place  on  an- 
other bench,  aitd  wkn  not  so  ready  to  riOiniguish  it, 
when,  in  n  fvw  minuteti,  n  sturdy,  sqwarc^btiilt  pca> 
sant  desired  me  >n  no  very  civil  terms  to  give  it  up 
to  him.  On  my  refusal,  he  told  me  that  it  belonged 
lo  him ;  and,  of  course,  I  had  no  inclination  to  dis- 
pute his  light  of  possession.  To  this  second  bench 
there  was  a  kind  uf  slide,  which  an  oM  woman  drew 
out  and  uftcrMl  me.  At  first  I  was  unwilling  la 
accept  it,  but  *he  insisted,  nnd  as  slio  app^-arcd  lo  be 
poor,  I  concluded  that  she  expeclcd  a  tride  far  the 
aocommodation :  1  therefore  took  the  seat,  intending 
to  give  her  something  after  the  service. 

The  church  was  ai  length  cramm<'d.  and  masa 
commvnord.  A  solemn  silcnco  prevailed.  The 
niiging  then  began.  Heaven  knows  why  it  baa 
denied  the  French  all  la&ie  and  feeling  for  sacred 
munc^  They  are  in  other  rcspecu  a  richly  gifted 
people,  bill  the  most  tameDtable  tingcn  in  the  world. 
]  WHS  here  aimoycd  man  particularly  by  one  of  my 


4 


n 


CHCRCU  SCBVICE. 


sn 


oeighbotirs  on  iIk  bench  before  me.  His  voicp  was 
heard  above  that  of  lite  tvhule  coiig  regal  ion  ;  and  to 
show,  I  9U|)po«e,  Diat  he  iiealcd  du  prompter,  he 
MDg  quicker  than  all  the  ml,  to  at  to  be  iiUaye  a 
t»r  Ixfore  ihcto,  and  when  he  had  done  he  would 
Umk  round  iriumphanilj  at  the  laggards  aud  at  i»e. 
And  then  themaringorilie ter^m/.'  Ithuuldhavc 
liked  (o  brui«e  itti  hnd. 

\Vi*hmg,  however,  to  see  the  end|  I  determined 
to  bold  ouL  The  ringing  became  by  degrees  lew 
lond  ;  some  vroitien  neur  me,  who  had  anniived  me 
ndly,  crasnl  to  Im  tirard  si  all ;  and  when  I  iuokcd 
round  to  ditwover  the  cause  c^  the  silence^  I  per- 
ceived thai  ihey  had  quietly  fallen  asleep  in  the 
Lord.  They  did  not  wake  till  the  Iransubslanti- 
ation.  My  attention  bi-inf;  thus  called  to  the  inai- 
ter,  T  counteil  among  twenty  pious  Chrtslians  on 
the  three  benches  nearest  lo  me  no  fewer  than  twelve 
of  bodi  text*  wliu  wi-re  taking  a  uimforlithle  nap). 

Tit*  SuisM.  un  ofltciul  resembling  tJie  bend  Ic  in 
Gnglith  churehcs,  with  a  Bonaparte  hnt,  the  halbcrt 
of  a  Landskneehi,  and  the  bandoleer  of  a  Trabant 
—  thui  bumiwing  hit  e({uipments  from  difiereni 
eounlries  and  different  age*  —  was  cntertuining 
enough,  when,  with  pntud  look  si.tnipinfc  the  floor 
with  Uie  slinfi  of  hi^  hnilx'rt,  he  xiruited  before  ilw 
pnaal  ss  he  sprinkled  the  church  with  holy  water, 
or  preceded  the  femnle  notables  collecting  contri- 
butions fur  the  mother  of  God  and  the  heart  of 
Jesut.  The  majority  of  the  congregation  changed 
their  Mius  for  two  liard*,  thai  they  might  divide 
the  sum  fairly  between  llic  two  clainiants. 
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Upon  th«  wliole,  the  service  was  just  ti>e  fume  u 
it  in  in  ull  French  villages,  and  I  wiis  gUd  riwtigli 
when  it  vitit  over.  I  tlirn  looked  about  for  my  old 
woman,  wlioec  debtor  I  considered  myBelf.  But 
she  was  already  gone,  and  then  I  perceived  that  she 
had  Ix^havrd  more  generoufly  m  me  than  I  imagined. 
God  bless  her  for  it '.  my  walk  tuid  rather  tired  mc. 
But,  who  tinowE;  prrhap«  she  look  me  for  the 
nephew  of  Monsieur  Ic  Mairc,  or  some  such  high 
functionary.  I  walked  with  the  fiiihernien  lu  Vport. 
Ou  leaving  Criciuetwuf,  the  road  aoon  lead*  do«a 
hilt,  and  the  lililc  fislitng  village,  on  n  narrow  creek* 
surrounded  by  rocks,  then  appc-sn  before  you. 
The  poetry  which  here  prevails  in  Nature  made 
amends  for  the  proae  that  1  had  met  with  at  churdk 
The  sihni,  tramguil  villuf^,  and  licfure  it  the  young 
fishing-Kmuckt  on  the  iK-ach,  and  lic-Mdc  ihcw  the 
old  invalid  barkii  covered  with  stmw  roofs  and 
serving  as  huts,  then  ihc  steep  rugged  rocks  con- 
lining  the  prospect  on  one  !iid<-,  while  on  the  other 
it  extended  over  the  hea  further  than  the  eye  could 
rmch,  formed  a  beautiful  ami  intereHling  picture. 

Suiulay,  the  sabbath,  which  the  pious  lisltennen 
keep  holy,  deprived  me  of  all  the  line  sights  which 
J  might  have  otlwrwise  wiineised,  when  man  and 
wife  jointly  launch  their  Ixittti  into  the  lea,  or  haul 
them  up  on  llie  tand.  The  Sunday  paraphernalia, 
mostly  exhibiting  wimc  louclk-*  of  llic  fn.ihion  of  the 
day,  deprived  me  alw  of  the  fight  of  the  character, 
isttc  cmtumes  which  had  Itcen  promised  me.  I  cog. 
aoled  mjrteirwith  ilw  idea  that  my  euriutity  would 
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be  gratified  oo  the  idoitov.  At  length,  that  incx< 
arable  tjrant  of  nian,  the  stomacfa,  obliged  me  to 
seek  a  public-hou»c.  Tli«re  I  found  a  plain, 
«holc9niin«  dinner,  snd  bctttr  cider  than  I  hnd  ever 
dninlt  in  my  liTc.  Hitherto  it  had  always  cxciicd 
my  pity  or  my  irony,  when  I  heard  NornionB  speok- 
tng  of  their  cidvr  with  a  sort  of  en(hu!iiu«n.  Now, 
I  cheerfully  forgive  ih<-m  this  sin  ;  for  here  I  fouttd 
that  the  juic«  of  tlu*  apple  is  ati  excellent  and 
refreshiog  bevemge. 

My  host  dined  with  me,  and  we  were  soon  jf>ined 
by  some  other  giinttii.  Tin-  Iniitllord  xpokt^  French, 
but  titc  others  s  gibberish  of  which  I  could  only 
catch  a  nord  here  and  there,  whet)  it  was  pro- 
nounced slowly.  On  the  other  hand,  the  landlord 
himscirdid  nm  always underatand  me.  He  told  me 
dial  the  inhntrilanln  of  Yport  would  lie  gind  to  have 
I  church  of  their  own,  a?  it  was  iiieonvcnient  to  have 
to  go  half  a  league  every  Sunday  to  hear  masa. 
He  M-emnd  to  have  some  special  reaMins  of  his  own, 
for  be  added  ihai  (be  walk  to  rHquetwtif  to  church 
took  out  of  the  villngc  n  good  dciil  of  money,  which 
the  young  fellows  spend  in  the  publie-houtrs  there. 
The  spirit  of  joint  stock  companies  has  penetrated 
«wnioYi>ort;  for  the  principal  inhabiianis  of  the 
village  had  fornwd  a  plan  of  building  a  church  by 
subicription  for  shares.  I  lold  biro  tite  story  of  tlie 
church  at  Klaiwn  rouge,  near  Parix,  which  the  Ixird 
created  out  of  nothing,  because  ihox*  nl>o  under^ 
took  to  build  it  brought  the  nialeriaU  ami  act^-d  tin 
part  of  masons  and  bricklayers  tbi-msi-lves.  I  will ' 
VOL.  I.  r 
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not  pledge  inytelf  that,  Ix-forv  ihc  cod  of  b  vear, 
the  pt-uple  of  y port  will  not  have  wrouglit  «  »itnilar 
minurli;;  fur  all  present  listened  CD06t  atteativcly 
while  I  was  relating  the  circumstaiKe. 

^Vfter  dinner,  I  aaked  mine  ho»t  if  he  could  let 
me  hart;  a  bed,  bni  h^  referred  uiu  to  another  pubtio 
bouiie.  Un  my  arrival  there,  I  wa*  recommended 
tu  a  thin),  and  fmrn  that  back  to  tlie  scctind.  where, 
out  of  kindni-M,  tlicy  tiffered  to  make  up  a  straw  lied 
for  me.  This  was  an  unlooked-for  di&npptMntment. 
It  waa^ready  four  o'clock,  and  1  hnd  im  time  for 
hesitation.  Either  to  sleep  upon  straw,  or  to  return 
to  recomp.  WAK  an  n»  kwnrd  dilennna.  I  toon  made 
up  my  mind,  and  Htarted  for  ihc  place  from  whidi 
I  bad  cotnc.  The  weather  changed  by  the  way, 
and  I  thought  my»elf  lucky  in  readiing  the  first 
boufes  in  l-'ecamp,  before  a  heavy  tliower  of  ruio 
began  to  fall. 

Next  day  I  rode  to  Elreiai— yc»,  rode.  I  went 
(o  a  man  at  l-'(.-canip,  who  keeps  caningra  for  htr«, 
and  in(|iiircd  ihc  price  of  a  cabriolet  to  EireUil; 
but,  as  I  thought  it  loo  high,  he  told  nie  that  chrrc 
waa  an  opportunity  for  going  thither,  of  which  I 
might  avail  inyaclf.  'lliia  opponuniiy  <>'il\  a  cliar- 
a-b:u)c,  with  two  old  women,  a  •ho|ikee|H.T  of  Ve- 
camp,  and  an  old  badiclor  of  Paris,  who  waa  bom 
in  I'V-nunp,  and  going  to  (cc  his  fumitr.  Thu  car- 
riage hod  no  spring,  am)  wc  were  so  jolted  tlwt  I 
thanked  Heaven  whenever  it  went  at  a  footcpace, 
which  wat  mo&tly  the  case,  so  that  we  were  five 
hours  going  four  leagues. 
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Aboot  three  o'rlock  wc  reached  (he  mill,  on  llic 
top  of  ihe  hill  that  dcsccnctii  to  Etrctat.  Here  our 
ve(ii<.-]e  Mop|)vd,  as  it  is  scarcely  possible  fur  cnrriag« 
and  hor»M  to  proceed  to  the  village.  Just  bcymid 
ihe  mill,  the  rcMd  decline*  rapidiv  to  the  valley,  and 
•RordB  a  procpcct  equally  beuutiful  and  tubltmc. 
I  In  my  companions  go  on  by  thcmsoKes,  aiut  aat 
down  on  a  h«ap  of  sionrs  to  mjoy  the  view. 

Uefore  me  opened  a  luxuriant  valley,  dividing  ftl 
the  further  end  into  lu-o  branches:  on  the  Tifiht, 
nnrer  to  m**,  wati  another  valley,  solemn  and  iran> 
quil.  At  theextrcmityuf  thdii-valleyii  lien  Eiretal, 
its  foot  bnthcd  by  tliu  mmi.  CIo«c  to  the  village,  on 
the  left,  the  rocks  rise  to  s  prodi^^imis  hcif^lit ;  and 
it  is  not  their  ruggednesa  and  wildoess  alone  that 
impart  lo  these  an  infinite  charm.  As  Nature 
()mp»  )>iant  nnimni*  and  building*  in  ihc  clouds, 
to  has  she  difplnycd  in  lliesc  rock«  her  fancy  and 
her  creatiro  power.  lo  tbose  to  the  left  of  the 
villagf,  ihe  has  hewn  an  archway,  through  which  ft 
•hip  might  pass  in  full  sail,  and  sculfMured  pillars, 
■•  though  the  whole  were  but  the  ruin  of  wmc 
Co1o»b1  edifice,  in  comparison  with  which  the  largest 
bouses  of  the  village  are  but  like  niolc-hilU. 

If  ever  1  felt  the  poverty  of  language,  it  was 
here.  I  had  aat  a  full  hour,  before  1  resolved  to 
gu  down  to  the  village,  and  when  I  had  walked 
through  it  and  dearetl  ibe  housi^  ;ind  found  on  the 
ri|^t  nde  of  KlrcUit  u  rrpelilion  of  illc  giganlig 
pillars  and  niins,  and  among  il>em  a  second  arch,  I 
irould  fain  have  inventol  new  worda  for  thne 
irgnders,  all  was  so  dificrent  and  no  new. 
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As  the  w*  (lit)  not  permit  me  lo  conieinplale 
Uinc  nrchcs  from  below,  I  felt  a  rironf;  (in^ira  lo 
examine  those  works  of  Nslure  from  above.     Not 
till  then  was  I  aware  of  their  awful  grandeur.     In 
particular  placed,  the  jimknl  rocks  to  iIh;  right  and 
left  of  us  shoot  lip  high  into  the  air ;   in  others, 
yawning  gulph*  open  at  our  feet,  out  of  which  the 
agitated  »ea  M-nd*  up  iouch  like  (he  voice  of  a  bard 
singing  itiv  dc^lrueiioQ  of  his  race.    And  liefore  ui, 
in  (he  sea,  towers  the  Aiguille,  a  pyramid  tall  asa 
hill.     For  ages  the  tea  hag  b««n  siltntly  mining  its 
foot,  or  bttltcring  it  with  its  foaming  billnwii,  hut 
without  making  any  impression.     Fifty  paces  fur- 
ther is  a  semicircular  recess,  which  may  l>o*e  served 
for  the  nreliettra  of  the  i-hnpcl  U-longing  to  this 
castle  of  •itme  giant  race.     Tlio  roof  lias  fallen  in, 
but  the  pillars  arc  still  standing.     This  is  a  temple 
of  God,  built  by  God  himself. 

My  be^n  was  too  full.  I  could  not  stay  long 
above,  and  wa*  ubligfd  lo  dc*c<>n<),  to  recover  myself. 
On  coimidcnng  these  marvels  from  bctow,  we  ara 
filled  with  aslooishment ;  but  they  elevate  us — ihvy 
lift  us  up.  Above,  on  the  contrary,  we  arc  filled 
withawe.  Below, wc feel  apprehensiveortherallor 
those  miisws,  but  above  wo  Brr  itnM-tl  wiih  a  giddi- 
ness, which  fiiuns  and  annihilates  it^tl  deprives  at 
of  the  power  uf  being  afraid. 

On  returning  lo  human  society,  the  gigantic 
spirit*  wliWh  had  haunted  my  imngination  grodu- 
ally  \ch  me,  simI  I  bcc4tnc  more  composed.  But 
it  was  not  till  the  sun  had  set,  and  darkness  dew 
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socndn)  upon  rocks  nnd  sea,  thtit  I  was  aware  thai 
aincc  morning  I  had  taken  no  refreshment. 

The  Tillage  is  •iniiitl,ancl  inhabited  cxclimvely  by 
fishermen.  VVhen  I  was  tuM  al  tlie  mill  on  ihe  top 
oFlhe  hill,  that  it  iti  ocarcely  possible  for  a  carriage 
to  go  the  whole  way  from  Fcrump  lo  Eirctal,  I 
tfCgnn  to  be  afraid  lest  I  might  fore  here,  in  n.'giinl 
to  a  lodging,  as  I  had  done  at  Yport.  I  was  there- 
fore agreeably  surprised,  when  1  found  at  the  inn 
at  RendesvoHS  dcs  Artintn,  kept  by  1^1.  Blanqiiel, 
a  good  supper,  n  bandfoini.*  room,  and  a  clean  com- 
fortable bed.  The  house  has  not  its  name  for 
nothing.  Numbers  of  artists  are  continually  visit- 
ing Etretat,  and  Ihey  mostly  take  up  their  quarlera 
here.  Puring  the  bathing  season,  a  little  colony 
always  rettm  hilhcr,  to  enjoy  the  beauties  of  Na- 
ture, and  to  rceruit  af\er  the  dissipations  of  Pari>;. 
This  may  be  done  at  a  very  cheap  rate :  a  room, 
brcakfaM,  dinner,  and  supper,  coat  altogether  three 
franca  fifty  centimes,  or  less  than  three  shillings 
English. 

You  find  here,  moreover,  a  sort  of  library  com- 
posed  of  the  novels  of  Alphonse  Carr.  This 
writer  baa  made  Etretai  his  laboratory,  and  inini- 
dtKcd  it  wholcvslc  into  one  of  Im  worlcs,  '*  Le 
Chemin  le  plus  court."  Etretat  owes  him  much, 
for  he  has  directed  attention  to  the  beauties  of 
the  country,  so  tlmt  it  is  become  the  fashion  fur  the 
irritcrs  and  artisu  of  Pari*  to  come  on  pilgrimage 
hilbtr.  Though  I  am  no  friend  to  the  diatortions 
of  Atphonse  Carr,  yet  I  forgive  him  them,  since  I 


ftl8 


ETBBTAT. 


have  seen  Etrelat,  and  know  how  tnaoy  ParUiaiu' 
hearts  he  has  m|ivik-<1,  l>y  placing  himaelf  in  itiL-ir 
way  aiK]  dirvciing  them  in  llii^  pluce.  The  inhnbt- 
linlH  nf  Etivtat  arc  thankful  cnougli  for  this  wr- 
vict^,  anil  arc  fond  of  lalking  about  Monucur  At* 
phonse.  iVIonsicur  CcMr,  the  landlord's  son,  wheo 
hi;  lieHrd  thai  I  knew  MonMcur  ^Mphonsc,  talked 
the  whol«  evening  altout  nolhiag  e]ie ;  and  Ik,  in 
particular,  has  a  right  to  rate  him  xery  high  ;  for 
Monsictir  CtHar  has  not  oiil>-  gitinctl  iiit)iicjr  hy  the 
visits  of  ParisUns,  but  a  kind  of  polisli  from  hia 
intercourse  with  them,  which  renders  his  coDveruu 
lion  extremely  agreeahle. 

From  in}-  rui>ni  I  hud  a  view  of  the  sea  aiMl  ihc 
rocks,  which,  lightcil  by  the  moon,  presented  a  new 
IccBC.  The  ahudowit  of  the  rockit  wen:  mirrored 
in  tlie  wit,  and  the  x-n  Hjwrttd  with  lliein,  givti^^ 
ibcn  life  by  it*  own  motJOD.  The  most  sulemn 
alencc  reigned  around;  not  a  creature  was  stirring 
in  the  village  or  on  the  shore.  The  sea.  tuu,  u-an 
calm;  not  a  breeze  ruffled  its  uirface.  The  nMiing 
gftlie  aurf  alone,  hke  distant  tbuuder,  (old  of  the 
ribilily  ofa  storm. 

How  lung  I  stood  at  the  window,  absurlicd  id 
■ilenl  awe  and  adoration,  I  cannot  tell.  At  lidigih 
1  weot  to  bed.  Tb«  roice  of  th«  breakers  was  my 
lullaby. 

I  awoko  next  morning  before  sunrise.  1  could 
not  resist  tbc  desire  to  examine  the  rocks  on  th« 
right  from  above.  \Vhen  I  Icf^  the  houM-,  a  light 
tiompiin'ui  fog  covered  thv  village ;  but,  by  the 
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time  I  wss  half-way  up  the  hill,  I  found  iny»clf 
abovi;  it,  and  then  enjoyml  ihc  most  delicious  morn- 
ing viev.  A  Urram  of  mist-clouds  lay  upon  the 
Talleya  whicli  here  united  ihenisetves,  and,  passing 
over  llic  lioufFs  of  the  villuge,  poiirMl  it*elf  iuto  the 
se«.  The  sun,  which  wa>  just  rising,  tinged  ihc<e 
vapours  while  moving  off  from  the  land  below  me. 
Herv  sttd  there  they  were  less  dense,  and  then  I 
caught  8  glimpw  of  a  house  or  a  tree  illumined  by 
ihe  sun.  And  on  the  assure  tta,  into  which  Uiii 
Mreain  of  fi>g  descend ed,  the  (x«it»  nf  i!ie  tishermcn 
going  out  to  thvir  oeeiijmtion  appeared  one  after 
another  emerging  from  the  vapour,  first  the  tops  of 
ifac  masts,  then  the  aails,  and  at  tost  the  hulls  and 
the  fishermen.  Al  lra>t  twenty  of  ihcm  hecame 
in  tliis  manner  gradually  visible,  standing  out  to  sea. 
I  walked  a  good  distance  along  the  cliff,  till  I 
came  to  a  place  where  the  rock  extends  further  into 
the  *co  tlian  elsewhere,  and  aflurds  a  »icw  on  both 
sides.  Here  n  custom -hau«e  post  is  established, 
and  one  mtght  envy  the  keeper,  if  the  tempest  did 
not  ul  times  assert  its  fight,  and  rage  so  furtou&ly 
that  at  every  step  you  are  in  danger  of  being  blown 
away  and  buried  into  the  abyss.  Frora  tliis  jtpot  a 
fbotpath  IcmU  down  to  tlie  iinind.  It  made  me 
(Ucsy  as  1  slnoi)  nbove  and  looked  down  this  path ; 
but  aged  persons  and  children  clamber  up  and  skip 
down  iU  TIte  two  arched  rocks,  on  the  right  and 
left  of  Ktrelat,  Cape  Aniifer,  and  the  cliff  from 
Fecamp,  may  be  «een  from  thi«  place. 
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1  had  been  told  that  nc  right  o'clock  this  morn- 
ing a  wcMse  d'tqmpagt  would  he  performed.  At 
certain  seasons  of  the  year,  ihe  fiiliermen  of  KtrctAt 
repair  to  Dieppe  and  t'ecamp,  tn  urdcrr  to  snil  from 
Uuiw  places  uti  the  herriiij;  and  niavkurvl  fishery. 
Before  the  dvpurlure  of  c«ch  tmscI,  the  crew  caoie 
n  sotcitm  iniiu  to  be  read,  that  they  may,  by  ntnm 
of  ii.  be  preserved  from  mi&hap  and  i>uccca«ful  in 
their  fiohery.  Such  a  masti  I  wa>  detiiroui  to  at- 
tend. 

When  I  reached  the  church,  which  is  a  good  >tpp 
from  the  village,  and  bui.t  (larily  in  the  Gothic* 
purily  ill  tile  Byzuntinc  f^iyU;  (lie  mim  had  already 
beguu.  All  the  men  belonging  to  the  resbel  for 
which  the  luaas  was  said  were  assembled  in  a  s>de 
cliupel,  will)  their  wivcn  and  chiUlrcit,  their  falhern 
and  nioiherx.  They  prayed  in  silent  devotion,  and 
MUig  will)  a  sort  of  wild  fervour,  which  produced 
an  efPeci,  though  their  singing  was  neither  pleasing 
nor  even  solemn.  But  at  the  end  of  the  mass,  they 
sang  a  hymn,  which,  in  iia  sinipiicity.  Mx-med  twltcr 
suited  to  them,  and  in  which  men,  women,  and  chil- 
dren, all  joined  kneeling.  This  hymn,  though  I 
entild  nut  catch  the  wurds,  made  a  deeper  imprett- 
liofi  u(H>n  me  tlum  all  that  had  gone  before,  which 
seemed  to  m«  to  be  mere  matter  of  fora.  On  in* 
quiring  afterwards  concerning  it,  (  learned  that  it 
is  (leculiur  to  the  fihhernien  of  £trciai,  and  that  it 
is  always  tuiig  at  the  dcjiariure  of  a  veawl.  An  ac 
quainianoe  of  aiiiH'  procured  mc  a  copy  of  ii. 
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La  matin,  qaaod  ja  me  nvellla, 
Je  Toil  moQ  Jeiiii  Tenlr 
II  Mt  bean  A  merreilte 
C'»t  lai  qai  me  retelUa, 
C'e«  Jmhi  ! 
C'eat  Jenu  I 
Mod  aimable  Jesni ! 

Je  le  ?oU,  mon  JeiUB,je  le  Toii 
Porter  u  brilUnte  crolx 
Lit  lumt  Kir  cette  montagne, 
Sa  radre  raccompagne, 

C'ett  Jeani '. 

C'Mt  Je«D*  I 
MOQ  almable  Jeana  I 

Se*  piedi,  lei  nMiia,  tont  cloutei, 
Et  ion  cbe[  mt  cooroiini 
Dei  groaaei  epinea  bUnchaa ; 
Oraod  DieD !  quelle  aoaB^nce ! 

C'eat  Jeaua  l 

C'eat  JeiDi  •. 
Mon  aimable  Jetna  1 

A  I'aatel  dn  aaint  laeremeDt 
Jean*  bit  aoD  aliment. 
Dedaoa  [a  aaiate  hoatia 
Mon  Jeaua  rat  en  vie. 
C'eat  Jeana ! 
Celt  Jeiaa ! 
Hon  aimable  Jeana  I 

L'igliae  eat  la  garniaon 
Et  la  maiaoD  d'oralaon, 
Le>  angea  en  aont  la  fcarde 
Que  dieo  nooa  aaaia  et  garde. 

C'oiC  Jeaaa  1 

C'eat  Jeana ! 
Mon  aimable  Jean* ! 
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If  (his  hjRin  poMcsees  no  particuUr  poetic  beauty, 
it  is  the  moK  childlikeund  niinplc.  How  uM  it  is 
I  can  not  lell,  but  the-  rlijiiic  blanche  and  t/ouffrance, 
here  pri>iiouiici.*d  tougyanche,  proves  it  to  be  of 
Normnn  origin.  It  is  eung  before  the  dcptinure  of 
every  ship  and  in  every  slorm ;  and  the  faith  that 
saves  has  ctrtainly  imparted  by  iiK-atis  of  this  hymn 
new  utrength  and  confidence,  rescued  tnany  a  fish- 
ing-bout from  destruction,  and  given  back  many  a 
father  to  his  children,  many  a  lover  to  his  sweet- 
heart. 

Of  the  intelligent  ihocmakcr  who  proeund  me 
this  hymn,  1  mnilr  inquiry  concerning  tlic  manner) 
and  customs  of  the  country,  ll  is  only  persons  of 
the  lower  c\ai&  who  csn  furnish  such  information, 
but  nut  all  uf  tlu-m ;  unless  a  man  ho*  seen  other 
oountriiTS  an<l  other  customs,  he  hiu  nu  point  of 
com|»riMn ;  tliingH  of  iniportatKc  appear  to  him  uot 
worth  notice,  and  vice  versa.  1  hiu)  applied  to  the 
right  person. 

Whoever  would  learn  to  know  (he  peo])U!  niusi 
observe  them  at  the  three  epochs  tX  life,  birth,  mar> 
ri^,  and  deatti. 

Tb«  cen-monics  of  baptism  are  (jS  little  itnporu 
■nee  at  Etrelat.  The  women  only  aaoenible,  origi- 
Dally  no  doubt  rather  to  eotigratulaie  the  lying-in 
Woman,  and  to  assist  her  in  any  way  they  can. 
Hence  has  arisen  a  sort  of  treat,  at  which  cakes 
and  cider  are  handed  abouL  The  men  are  too  busy 
to  pay  much  attention  to  l)»e  new  citixeo  of  the 
world:  nor  do  they  set  niiKh  value  upon  him,  till 
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he  u  itrong  enough  to  fjo  to  tea  with  them,  and  to 
defy  its  MormB  and  iu  dangers. 

The  customs  at  veddinj^  arc  of  more  conw- 
quence.  Love  ttill  makes  matches  here.  Thelisher. 
tnm  are  ticnrlj'  all  alike  ricli  or  |MMir,  whichever  you 
plene;  and,  owing  to  this  equality,  all  tlicMc  in- 
Ingues,  that  irafTic  in  human  iK'inf^w,  which  ho  fre- 
quently interfere  in  other  places  between  two  hearts, 
are  here  unknown.  Hence  those  only  find  who  seek 
each  other,  and  hence  too  arise  happy  marriiiges,  to 
which  an  unhappy  one  is  an  almost  unknown  tx- 
ocption  at  ICtretat. 

Matches  are  usually  concluded  at  the  time  of  con* 
firmatiun.  The  Imy*  and  girl*  go  together  to  reoeive 
the  prvHminnry  rcligtiHi*  inittruclion,  and  there  mant 
of  Ihcin  form  connexions  which  nothing  but  death 
can  afterwards  dissolve.  At  first  the  young  peopit 
tec  and  »peak  to  each  other  but  seldom;  and  that 
aecreily,  in  Bcquestered  walks.  They  arc  often  ihem- 
selvn  not  aware  of  the  nature  of  their  altadinieni, 
till  tlie  millcHe*  of  their  friends  of  Imlh  Bcxeti,  who 
are  a  few  years  older,  explain  the  riddle  atnl  open 
their  eyes.  The  coniciousncss  of  their  mutual  lov« 
only  9er%'es  to  knit  the  bond  more  closely,  and  as 
tfavru  is  not  a  creature  to  oppose  their  inclination, 
they  make  no  sCrupIc  to  acknowledge  it.  From 
this  moment  there  is  not  a  leisure  hour,  not  a  holi- 
day, but  ihey  spend  it  tij^her.  The  periodtail 
abfiences  of  the  lover,  the  dungen  which  he  encoun* 
ters  during  them,  strengthen  their  ailuchmcnl ;  and 
the  lover  has  soon  obuincd  all  that  his  m'istreM  bag 
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to  bestow.  If  this  intercaiirw  is  likely  lo  prwluce 
fruil,  thv  wedding-day  is  fixed.  No  insunve  i> 
ktMiwn  of  a  young  f«llow  linvin^;  dnvrtMl  \n»  \iTrg- 
niLot  mi»H\'«» ;  nnd  lliv  few  exceptions  which  liavc 
occurred  during  the  last  fifty  years,  when  a  lad  )iaa 
iimrricd  Iiin  lass  liefore  she  exhituted  etideno!  of  Iter 
feriility,  can  easily  Ik  eiiunieralccl.  Marriage*  thus 
ountnictcd  are  richly  blrct  with  affapnog:  twelve, 
eistem  children  arc  not  unusual,  and  my  inform- 
ant assured  uie  that  chUdren  here  thrive  conim^  U 
Jitmier. 

When  GoJ  has  thus  given  hit  blemng  to  the 
future  union,  the  lovers  declare  ihcnisi-lvcs  engaged, 
and  the  day  for  tlie  wedding  is  fixed ;  but  a  sort  of 
lolemo  betroiluil  previously  takes  plae?.  This  is 
called  I'cmbayuemcnt.  To  this  etu),  the  bridefiroom 
with  his  parent*,  and  the  bride  with  her's,  hrr  sis- 
ters, and  her  most  intimntv  frieiids,  go  to  Fecamp 
or  Dieppe,  where  the  bridegrootn  buys  for  the  bride 
a  guid  chain,  frequcnily  a  wateh,  and  B  prayer-book, 
and  silver  rings  fur  her  sisters  ood  female  friends. 
The  poorest  linheniiao  does  lurtoniil  this  ceremony  ; 
the  only  difierenc*'  i»  llint  the  pn.-*cnt*  are  ntore  or 
less  costly,  necnrrting  as  lie  is  mure  or  less  wealthy. 

The  weddiog-day  at  length  arrives.  All  llie 
friends  of  hoih  parties  are  invited  to  the  HJemnity. 
Those  ot  the  bride  meet  at  her  futhcr's  and  those 
of  ihe  bridegroom  at  his;  and  thence  they  pruceed 
in  two  trains,  the  bride  taking  the  arm  of  her  father, 
and  the  bridegroom  his  mnilier'*,  to  the  church. 
The  priest  gives  tite  betivdictioa.     From  this  mo 
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tncnt  the  twu  fninilieB  couaider  themselves  as  related, 
■lid,  aa  a  si^ti  tif  thn  relattotioliif),  the  two  conijia- 
nieM,  which  Iibvc  hitbcnokcpt  «p«ratr,  m'mgle  u>> 
gelher.  The  father  of  the  bridegrwom  8te(H  up  to 
the  bride  and  says  tu  her  :  JtCi'cS'Vout,  majil/f,  nitd 
her  mullivr  taken  ihc  Arm  of  ibe  yuuQg  husband. 
An  entcrtaiinnciii,  at  which  cidt-r  flown  in  ilreains, 
follows  the  (xrcmony.  Among  the  wealthier  B.itivr- 
mcn,  the  young  husband  pays  the  expence  of  it. 
But  even  the  poor  here  have  a  right  to  enjoy  them- 
»elvea:  and,  in  tliitt  ca*c,  all  lliv  friiMidt  and  relatives 
club  together  to  furnish  what  tlic  bridegroom's  re- 
sources cannot  supply. 

The  fisherniBD  of  Etretat  confronts  death  etery 
day,  and  learns  to  look  him  fearletttly  in  the  face. 
Every  c»rp:te,  after  ih«  head  has  licen  covere<l  with 
■  napkin,  C4lled  twert  (from  surur,  audarium),  r 
clean  shin  put  on  it,  and  it  has  been  oewcd  up  in  a 
■heet,  i»  placed  upon  the  threshold  of  the  houce- 
door,  with  the  feet  reaching  into  tlie  street,  and 
thcrv  vxpoAcd,  fretiuently  for  twenty-four  hours, 
till  the  priest  come*  tii  ftrich  it.  Around  ihc  corpse 
is  fomted  a  sort  of  chajicl  with  sltcvts  and  linen 
doths ;  before  it  stands  a  vesiH.-l  with  holy  water,  in 
which  11  palm-branch  is  left  lying.  Thi«  branch, 
witich  Imis  iieeii  blessed  on  Palm  Sunday,  ia  ke|>t 
fur  this  express  purpose  the  whole  year,  and  an- 
nually renewed.  If  tlie  <ieceaaed  is  an  elderly  man 
or  woman,  he  or  she  is  carried  to  the  church  by  the 
Frinrsdc  Charite.  Three  tolls  of  the  Iwll,  Fap. 
pette  detfrirett  announce  their  arrival  to  tlie  whot« 
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villsgr,  upon  which  all  the  frtcndB  and  reUlifes, 
male  and  female,  the  latter  in  long  black  mnurning 
habilinirnu,  mM  and  in  solemn  kiience  accompany 
the  corpse  to  iut  last  h(»iR'.  Tlie  playmnlcs  of  the 
deceased,  if  a  diild  from  ten  to  xixiccn  years  old, 
carry  (he  corpse  to  the  churchyani,  the  giria  being 
drccxed  in  white;  if  older  than  Mxteeii,  ihc  nearett 
fricnda  undertake  the  oflicr,  only  in  that  coae  the 
girls  arc  in  black.  The  reiinm  for  this  ilifTerenoc  of 
dress  is  partly  the  same  as  that  fur  not  making  anj 
particular  ceremony  at  the  time  of  bspiiMn,  and 
paitly  the  christian  notion  that  innocent  children 
belong  by  right  to  Heaven. 

The  mourning  of  a  wife  for  )>cr  husband,  of  chil- 
dren for  tlieir  parenta,  lasts  two  yean,  and  in  this 
mourning  the  whole  house  and  almoftl  every  t)>ing 
ill  it  participate.  The  kitchen  uteiiHil*  eomttiluic 
the  woollh  and  the  pride  of  the  fitliermen's  wives, 
and  during  the  period  of  mourning,  ibeM*,  with  the 
exception  only  of  just  uliAt  they  waot  for  daily  use, 
are  ihut  up,  and  not  brought  out  aitd  put  in  their 
place*  again  I'dl  tlte  two  years  are  expired. 

Warm  feeling  and  deep  esmentnev?  nre  ttie  cha- 
racter of  these  solvniiiitie*,  nml  we  mocl  with  iheni 
in  other  ocremonK*  peculiar  to  the  lislicrnien.  If 
the«e  take  less  concern  in  the  baptism  of  their  ehiU 
dreii  tluui  fathers  in  general  do,  they  manifest  the 
deeper  interest  in  the  baplinn  of  their  vessels. 

Wtiencver  a  tiew-bom  baric  is  ready  tu  bo 
launched  intoitN  pro[>er  dcDiriil,  the  friends  of  tbt 
futlier,  as  well  a>  ttiv  men  who  are  to  compose  her 
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crew,  Mscmblc  to  >1(cik1  the  ba|)liflcn  of  the  new 
citixvn  of  the  tea.  The  privnt  comt- s  with  ihe  sexton, 
ood  pnwounve^i  hi*  blewtng  uvlt  tlie  veMcI  and 
pvcB  \v!T  a  name.  Tliis  ceremony  i*  never  omiiled, 
for  not  «  fishimnan  of  Ktretat  would  venture  to  sea 
in  an  unbapbzcd  heathen  bark.  During  the  chrift> 
tenitig  itself,  the  u>en  look  on  in  .■>tlent  devotion,  or, 
when  it  is  over,  pt-fform  ihvir  pnrt  by  Miigiiig  the 
bymn  which  luu  been  oJrvody  quoted.  After  the 
a'rvmony  ihcy  have  an  cnteftaiiinient,  toward* 
which  they  all  contribute. 

Among  the  men  of  each  smack  there  ii  c  sort  of 
nkuion.ihip,  a  n>rt  of  coniinunity  of  property.  At 
tbey  share  all  dnngern,  »o  they  l>onestly  nhore  tl»c 
pcoduco  nf  their  toil,  and  likewUe  the  plcasumof 
Ufo.  Every  Sciturtlay  thu  booty  of  the  week  is  di- 
vided, and  then  they  have,  at  the  joint  eupcoBe,  a 
itort  of  Tvgale,  uauully  ainusiing  of  f!«h  and  egg*, 
with  plenty  of  cider.  The  utmoHt  hilarity  prcvaiU 
at  thvHv  weekly  festivities,  which  are  here  termed 
Jaire  la  caudri — in  other  places yiiir;  la  chaudi^e. 
This  feeling  of  reUiionaliip  extends  even  beyond 
li£a  :  as  at  PoUei,  after  ilw  decease  of  a  fisherman, 
hta  widow  and  uf)ihnn:t  havu  n  ri^it  to  send  out 
their  nets  wiili  the  vi-swl  to  whicl>  lie  belonged, 
and  receive  their  share  of  what  iscaugbl.  Though 
the  most  unresir^ncd  mirth  and  gniety  sometimes 
reign  among  the  fishermen  of  this  place,  yet  a  cer< 
tain  reierve,  a  cerlniii  gravity,  scarcely  eier  leave 
tlwm.  They  an.-  rurvly  Men  to  dance,  and  when 
tbey  do,  the  dance  is  nothing  but  a  roftdty  to  which 
one  of  the  parly  sings  a  wng. 
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Th«»c  cMViDonies,  these  cu&loms,  seem  to  m«  tv 
furnish  evidence  or  the  poetic  charncier  of  the  pcoo 
pie.  "nitise  solemn  Tutiersl  proovKsiotis,  the  chrift- 
tcning ur vl-sm>U,  th<-joinl  fravtsof  men  knit  logelber 
into  one  fiiRlily  by  participation  in  Gtornifi  anj  tlait- 
gers,  imhcote  divp  scnsibiUty ;  and  this  could  not 
fail  to  be  afTccted  by  the  grandeur  of  that  Nature 
whidi  surrounds  the  aeamnn  wherever  be  goes. 
The  traditions  of  the  people  animated  ii,  and  gare 
rise  to  tales  and  stories>  some  of  which  are  pre* 
served  to  tltia  day. 

On  the  top  of  ihc  cliff,  to  the  Icfl  of  the  villagr, 
Uircv  pointed  rocks  arc  seen  shooting  up  towards 
heaven.  Between  thcio  is  a  kind  of  platform ;  and 
from  this  dizEy  elevation,  you  overlook  tbc  village 
and  the  ftiliing  smacks,  if  you  are  bold  enough  to 
climb  up  to  it  by  a  poth  scarcely  a  foot  wide,  with  a 
yawning  aVjta  on  citlier  «de.  This  is  called  the 
Chambre  des  Demoiselles,  and  the  people  relate  the 
following  story  concerning  it.  In  those  timen  when 
the  knights  were  tlie  lords  of  the  country,  tbc  rillago 
of  Etretat  belonged  to  the  chevaliers  dc  Frcfbs^. 
One  of  these  knights  waa  a  libertine,  and  all  the 
females  were  obhged  to  niiniiiler  to  his  pleasure. 
There  lived  in  Eiretat  three  sitters,  (he  pride  of  the 
village  for  beauty  and  virtue.  One  Sunday,  (he 
knight  Mw  them  at  church.  AAcr  mass  was  over, 
they  were  returning  home,  when  the  servants  of  the 
knight  fell  u])on  tliem,  and  cuiulucied  them  to  his 
castle  at  Fillcv'dlc.  Hitherto  no  wonuin  had  dared 
to  oppose  his  commands  and  desires;  but  with  the 
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tlirc€  BiHiers  ihreata  and  persuasionB  were  ilike  un- 
Rvailing.  Hitt  luve  wu  changed  into  tniler  halm), 
and  he  nrMilvcd  i»  ukr  a  slgnnl  revt-ngv  upon  them. 
Hv  ordered  tlicm  to  be  taken  to  th«  abovc-mvn- 
lioncd  platfonn,  and  there  thrown  into  a  large  cask 
driven  full  of  spikes,  whiuh  liis  servaniB  rolled  into 
the  abvBS. 

From  that  time  the  spirilK  of  the  three  victims 
wtre  »cen  every  night  on  the  spot  where  they  were 
put  into  the  cask.  The  Riihcrnian,  when  approach- 
tng  from  a  di9tanci>,  beheld  the  while  Gpectral 
figureii,  and  maile  the  sign  of  the  crus^,  and  when 
be  came  m-iiriT,  be  heiird  them  singing  just  a&  they 
had  done  before  their  cruel  exvcutiun.  They  never 
harmed  nny  one.  Dut  whenever  the  chevalier  dc 
FrvfoBC  u'ould  hare  gone  abroad  lu  entertainments 
or  to  the  chase,  the  three  listers  would  ^ly  from 
Uieir  rocky  chamber,and  with  their  frightful  ligures 
drive  him  bock  to  hi*  cjutle.  Thenceforward  Iw 
had  neither  rest  nor  [lence  ;  wbercver  he  went,  the 
spectreN  followed  him,  so  that  the  incessant  terror 
ID  which  they  kc])t  him  produced  a  lingering  dis- 
CBK  that  put  an  end  to  his  life  ;  and  then  the  three 
nster»,  having  aecompliuhed  the  work  of  vengeance 
which  they  were  charged  to  perform,  likewise  found 
Kpoie. 

Near  the  foot  of  the  rock,  which  bounds  the  view 
on  the  right  of  Etretat,  is  nevn  protruding  at  ebb> 
tide  n  pnidigious  block,  called  La  Kocbe  St.  Olive. 
It  is  said  that,  when  the  water  is  deej),  there  is  a 
spr'mg  in  this  rock ;  and  the  popular  poetry  has. 
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by  o»sns  of  a  tradilion,  imjmrlcd  to  it  a  more 
living  import. 

One  day,  a  pious  woman,  named  Olive,  waa 
wiuhing  clothes  at  this  ipnng.  This  was  in  the 
time*  wlicn  (h«  pagans  began  to  make  incureioos  lo 
France.  Olive  hnd  not  observed  that  several  barka 
were  approaching,  and,  when  »he  at  tetigih  looked 
up,  she  foond  honelf  tmrmunded  by  Samcens— so 
nays  jvipular  tradition,  which  here  invariably  [rnns- 
furnis  the  nonhern  (Mrates  into  Saracens,  Nothing 
but  a  miracle  cuuld  save  her;  and  she  prayt-d  to 
tied  for  imf,  vowing  at  ilw  name  time  lo  build  a 
cliiircb  if  bo  grnnli^d  her  pmyer.  And  God  did 
grant  it,  and  raised  a  storm  which  drove  the  vessels 
of  the  Saracens  out  to  sea  again.  So  St,  Olire 
built  the  church  which  we  slill  see  here.  But  the 
devil  would  ntx  suffer  it  to  remain  in  the  village, 
and  »o  he  lemoved  it  10  the  distance  of  acvrral 
hundred  paocs,  lo  tho  foot  of  the  hill,  where  it  now 
ilaiids. 

There  is  anotlier  story  connected  with  (he  disap- 
pcaraiiceuf  arivulet,  which  oiice  watered  the  vnlley, 
a  fact  of  which  there  exJMs  hittorieal  evidence.  At 
ebb-tide,  you  see  at  the  brad)  a  number  of  spnitga, 
which  altogether  might  form  a  stream  (en  or  twelve 
feet    wide.     The    purest,  clearest,    freshest  water 

Suahes  fnxn  them,  niiiff*ling  at  dood-tide  imme- 
iatcly  wiib  the  sea,  and  at  ebb  Ivnninaiing  iu 
course  at  the  distance  of  about  leu  paces.  When> 
*vcr  ihcv-  «pnn^  an-  le(\  uocorered  by  tl)e  ridc^ 
fiftyi  and  frcijuently  a  hundred,  femalea  of  all  agea 
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rrpair  to  them  to  vtth  their  dothot.  Th«ir  tiingue* 
go  lit  a  greater  nitc  than  iheir  wssh-bcclles.  Thrac 
springs  arc  the  court  where  a  jury  of  ftrmales,  old 
anil  young,  is  icupaiiiwlled  fur  l)ie  iriul  of  oil  ulTeDces 
against  good  muralii,  and  neither  the  moU  trivial 
drcumnmncr,  nor  the  profotindest  secret,  c-«cape« 
iheir  |K'netratton.  If,  which  is  very  rare,  n  family 
quarrel,  or  any  other,  occurd  at  Ktreiat,  the  egg  of 
discord  is  sure  to  have  hecn  hatched  ut  th(.-»c  ^pritigs. 

Hut  I  miiHt  nut  forget  the  popular  tradition. 
The  rirer,  whidi  now  run»  under  ground,  formerly 
worked  a  large  mill,  near  its  source;  at  Groinivillc 
I'Alouette.  One  day,  a  gipsy  woman  came  to  the 
miller,  and,  ill  and  destitute  as  "he  was,  begged  a 
lodging  of  him  :  but  the  miller,  a  hard-hearted 
nan,  refuwd  her  petition  with  scorn  and  abuse. 
Filled  wiih  anger  at  this  treatment,  the  poor  crea- 
ture said  to  Iiim  :  "  To-morrow  morning  thou  shalt 
Itare  thy  reward."  And  in  the  night  tiie  miller 
heard  the  miu'rablc  wumaii  before  hh  house  cursing 
him  and  ri'penting  all  sorts  of  magic  incantations. 
Obctlicnt  spirits  flew  at  her  bidding  on  the  wings  of 
(he  tempest,  and  dug  a  subterranean  bed  for  the 
river,  and  lo,  when  the  miller  rose  in  the  morning, 
there  was  n»  river  to  Ik  seen  ! 

1  have  alluded  elsewlKTc  lo  the  natural  wonders 
vhidi  the  fishermen  occasionally  wilncM.  That 
oarcm,  in  the  cliff  on  the  right,  called  Le  Trou  h 
I'Horamr,  relates  to  u»  a  story  of  this  kind.  About 
fifty  years  ago,  a  storm  drove  a  Swedish  riiip 
^gnnit  th«  locks  of  Etretmt,  and  dashed  her  in 


J 


382 


ETRBTAT. 


pieces.  Hrip  wu  out  of  the  question,  at  certain 
destruction  ihrcnicncci  any  one  who  should  have 
Sttemptccl  to  aHbrx)  il.  The  tempest  laiitnl  fiir  full 
tweniy-four  hours,  and  the  tea  had  already  cast  up 
most  of  (he  bodies  before  it  ceased,  and  the  ebb-itdc 
pcmiiticd  the  Truu  a  riloiume  to  be  examined. 
Upon  n  high  ledge  of  rock  in  that  caven),  a  body 
wiu  found  and  hOed  down.  The  motion  recalled 
the  man,  uho  was  but  apparently  drad,  to  con- 
•ciousncss;  and  he  related  that,  rxhauMeil  by  his 
struggle  with  the  waves,  he  had  comntended  his 
soul  to  Heaven  al  the  moment  when  hts  acnsca  for> 
sook  him.  A  wave  had  then  cast  him  upon  ibc 
ledge,  where  the  temjwst  seemed  to  have  for^gotten 
bim. 

It  is  not  quite  thirty  yearti  since  another  csvem 
in  the  clilT,  cullitl  Le  Trou  a  Kuuiain  llieon,  has  bad 
tit  hintory.  Romain  BiuMi  vas  a  bold  fitliermon, 
vho  witll  uiidauttlcd  cuiiragc  delict)  the  dangers  of 
the  tt*.  But  the  ever  resilcss  ambition  of  Napo 
Icon  required  him  to  display  bi«  courage  in  aimtlMr 
sphere,  and  Uomain  was  marked  out  for  the  mid* 
(ary  iwrvice.  He  was  to  leave  bis  boat,  the  aeti* 
and  his  tweciticart  luid  hi*  )KK>r  old  mother  inio  the 
bargain.  Thik  was  too  much  for  him.  On  the 
day  when  his  comriulcs,  on  whom  the  lot  had  hke> 
wise  fallen,  were  marched  off,  he  was  the  only  one 
who  did  not  answer  to  his  name.  Not  a  creature 
knew  witnt  had  benmw  of  him.  He  liad  fotind  • 
deft  in  the  rocks,  luilf  n  U-ogue  from  Eiretat,  and 
made  it  bia  abode.     Fastening  a  rope  on  the  top  of 
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the  cYtff,  h«  had  descended  by  it  to  the  cawm. 
Letting  dawn  a  sccood  rope  from  his  new  dwelling, 
be  ascended  to  ih«  top  of  the  clilT  by  the  fini  for 
the  puqMBC  of  removing  ii ;  und  by  mcana  of  ihc 
Other,  which  reached  lo  the  bcacli,  he  went  down 
CTcrj  oight  alioul  his  business,  to  cntch  shell-fish 
among  llic  rocks,  and  tlius  supported  his  niolhcr, 
who,  accompanied  by  his  sweetheart,  brought  him 
bread,  meat,  and  other  nec«ssaricii. 

Id  thii  manner  he  hved  (iitielly  in  his  cnvcm  till 
irinter.  Tlie  cold  then  obliged  him  to  make  a  fire 
It  night,  and  this  fire  soon  sppiiscd  the  fisliermen, 
who  saw  it  out  at  sea,  ihai  M>me  one  must  be  living 
on  thai  spot.  During  the  Empire  ghosts  were  ex- 
tremely »hy;  half  a  century  earlier,  pifiple  would 
have  crossed  themselrcB  and  passed  by  without 
laying  a  word;  but  now,  "Who  can  be  living 
ponder?"  was  the  (ir»t  (|ueMii>n  i>r  the  lishermen  to 
oae  anollivr:  and  it  wax  prcK-ntly  whispered  that 
it  wa«  Romain  Dixon.  One  communicntet!  his  con- 
jecture to  another,  and  ere  long  the  strange  story 
readied  the  ears  of  the  authorities.  These  first 
tried  by  Kiratagem  lo  draw  the  fugitive  from  his 
hiding-place.  They  K-ni  their  jervanta,  disguised 
u  fisbemien,  to  call  him  in  the  night  to  come  down 
trom  his  hole.  Uut  Romain  had  ngreed  upon  cer- 
tain Mgnala  with  his  vtsilers,  and  when  the  gen- 
darnu-s  called  him,  not  a  creature  stirred  nlwre. 
The  magislralea  at  length  determined  to  drive  him 
from  his  retreat  by  force  or  fear.  One  morning, 
the  mayor  of  Kiretat  awvoblcd  the  whole  of  the 


« 


I 
I 


J 


aM>  BTRGTAT. 

gcitdnrmcrtc  nix)  tbc  coa»t-gunner!i  of  tliv  envtn>ns, 
aiti)  marctiiK)  u'iih  tlicm  tu  capture  Knntuin  Bwm. 
AVhcu  ihey  were  bcncntli  his  ln<)ing-plscP(  ihv  ma- 
yor Humtiionei)  him  in  the  name  of  tiic  law  lo  dc- 
Dcent),  oiherwiKL-he  would  smdupthegvDdaniKSgOr 
have  liim  »h(>t  froni  below.  The  echo  ol'  thi;  roct(» 
was  ihc  only  reply. 

It  was  much  easier  to  thfcaien  than  lo  perfonn, 
I'here  was  no  way  but  up  llic  sIiikai  perpendi- 
cular nile  of  the  lowi-ring  tlilT,  aiul  it  so  happeoed 
that  the  brnve  griidannerie  hail  no  wing*.  The 
magistrate  ordered  the  fortress  to  be  attnckodi  and 
the  whole  armed  force  commenced  a  platoon-fire, 
dircettnl  aj^ainst  the  cleft.  The  fire  wan  kept  up 
for  some  lime ;  slill  nil  was  quiet  above,  to  that  it 
was  very  doubtful  whether  the  gnllant  assailania 
were  not  mueh  in  the  «ame  predicament  as  the  hr- 
famed  Don  Quixote,  when  he  was  fighting  with 
windmills.  At  lust,  luiwever,  Ronuiiii  seemed  to 
loM  hii  pniMincc.  In  a  terrible  vmcc,  he  cried  from 
his  relrcai.  "  Well,  if  il  must  be  to,  i  will."  The 
Strokes  of  an  axe  retouiKled  in  the  rock,  and  in  a 
minute  a  huge  fragment,  hurled  from  iIh'  cavern, 
di"|>>-rMil  the  armed  force,  and  llie  iiih>«  of  specta- 
tors— for  tile  re|iort  of  the  musketry  linil  drawn 
most  of  the  inhabitants  of  Etretat  to  iho  spot— like 
chafl*  scattered  by  the  wind,  and  drove  aome  of 
them  into  the  sen.  The  worthy  maturate  waa 
extettded  at  ftdi  length  on  ibc  beach,  and  narrovly 
escaped  drowning.  Stone  after  kli>ne  did  the  b^ 
■iegcd  now  fling  from  his  castle,  so  that  ttol  one  of 
tJ)c  brave  warrion  of  the  grait  emperor  dunl  ap> 
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proKcl)  within  the  range  of  iu  rormidable  artillery, 
Ry  unJ  l>y  the  tidu  began  lu  flow,  and  forcL-d  tlie 
imprriul  troops  1o  bethink  thuni  of  retrenting.  On 
the  followitifr  clay,  ilic  rope  by  vrhicli  Romaio 
Dizon  hud  been  accustomed  to  aaccnd  and  deM.-end 
was  neea  swinging  to  and  fro  in  the  wind ;  ond  one 
bold  fellow,  having  clambered  up  to  his  cavern, 
di.woven-d  that  lie  wan  gone. 

In  the  a)>oce  of  eight  yeurt  many  things  may 
happen,  llic  emperor  wax  deihrooed,  the  Boun 
bona  returned,  and  prscL*  rei^u-tl  in  France.  One 
evening  a  stranger  cjitnv  to  Eirclut,  and  knocked 
at  the  door  of  a  small  coiuge.  tVhen  it  was 
opened,  Romain  Dizon  — for  it  wa«  no  other- 
inquired  for  Mrre  nhua.  The  woman  who  opened 
the  door  ooUlly  rejilitil,  "  La  Here  Bizon  .'  why  bhc 
has  been  dead  tlicsc  three  years. "  Ue  found  his 
■weelheart  again,  but  &hc  wa«  the  wife  of  aiioilier, 
and  the  mother  of  iwoflnelmysanda  girl.  Happy 
would  it  often  be  if  the  lieart  were  uifier,  and  would 
break  sooner  tltau  the  head  I  A  few  weeks  after, 
wards  the  sea  was  vecn  playing  with  a  shattered 
cotM.  llomain  Bizun  ha>d  thrown  himaelf  from 
the  top  of  the  cliff. 

For  mo«t  of  these  popular  talca  I  am  indelrtcd 
to  a  very  intelligent  young  man,  the  abbe  Kociict, 
curate  of  tlie  diurch  of  til  Fren^ou  at  Havre,  who 
1ms  vaonovtrT  the  merit  of  having  ascertained,  by 
rwearche*  on  the  R|Kit,  tliat  there  miiitt  oiwc  hnve 
been  a  Roman  M-ltlement  of  xouk*  consequence  on 
the  site  now  occupied  by  tt>c  ittagniticant  fishing 
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village  of  EtreUt.  Tncei  of  baths  and  aqucclucia, 
St  IboU,  seem  to  pmre  nil  much.  Rilicti  ofarickiii 
mmmry,  iHiriL-il  Ix'm-nth  gravel,  al>o  att<-*i  (hat 
here  were  once  strong  dykes  and  hydraulic  work* 
of  conndfmble  importance.  Laaily,  in  digging  at 
the  farthest  point  of  tiie  ctilT,  to  the  right  of  Etretat, 
were  discovered  the  foundutions  of  a  castle,  pro- 
bahly  belonging  to  the  middle  ugot. 

I  wa>  »orry  after  a  ituy  of  a  few  dnys  to  be 
obliged  to  tear  my*elf  from  nil  these  benutiful, 
grand,  and  sublime  scenes.  I  had  promised  to 
attend  the  wedding  of  one  of  my  friends  at  Havre. 
It  was  not  till  the  day  when  it  vat.  to  take  place 
that  I  could  make  up  my  mind  to  leave  Etreiat. 
Early  in  itie  moniing  I  o^ed  my  landlortl,  who 
had  fre<jin-ntly  ■p)ken  of  tiiiving  occn»innBily  lent 
his  cabriolet  and  his  horses  to  an  artist  from  Paris, 
whether  he  could  accommodate  me  with  them  for 
that  day.  The  cabriolet  was  at  my  wervicv,  but 
the  Itonten  were  ct  rouloffr  in  Paris.  In  all  Etretat 
there  was  tmthing  of  the  kind  to  be  procured,  and 
if  I  meant  to  fulful  my  promise,  I  must  walk.  I 
•oon  made  up  my  mind,  and  must  confeu  that  I 
ha<l  no  reason  to  repent ;  fur  the  country  a*  fur  aa 
Moniivilliert  uvli  repays  il»e  trouble  of  wnlking  the 
four  league*.  At  Montivillers  I  look  a  seal  in  an 
omnibu^for  Hnvre.  Thebridcgroooi  had  nddrcMed 
a  letter  to  me  at  Dieppe,  to  inform  me  that  the 
wedding  would  take  place  two  daya  before  it  wn 
intended  :  of  cour«e  I  arrived  iivi  lale.  My  eicu^ 
tion  comioenced  wilt)  a  diMippuiaimeiit,  and  ended 
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with  one— the  ball  at  Dieppe,  and  the  wedding  at 
Havre.  I  thanked  my  Creator  that  the  letter  had 
not  reached  me,  otherwise  I  should  have  been 
obliged  to  leave  EtreUt  two  days  before  I  did, 
which  would  have  been  a  much  greater  misfortune. 
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Two  or  three  years  ago,  a  voyage  from  Havre  to 
C*en  was  miiKtliiiig  wortli  tslkiiig  of.  Wind  and 
weather  tt'ill  R»wTti-d  thdr  uicivnt  right,  nnd  could 
keep  pauengen  Rt  sea  as  long  as  they  pleased,  tend 
a  Blorni  to  overtake  them,  and  thus  give  to  the  voj< 
age  a  tufRcient  fteasoning  of  terror,  anxiety,  and 
(loelry.  Stenm  has  rublK-<)  the  wind  of  iLi  power;' 
llic  trip  from  Havre  to  Cncn  is  now  matlc  in  the 
Cttvados  in  a  few  houn  :  and  yuu  may  reckon  with 
cntnoty,  if  you  leave  Havre  in  fine  weaiher,  to  have 
it  equally  fine  till  yuu  reach  the  mouth  of  th«  Orne. 
But,  if  the   weather  turns  out  unfavourable,  tha 
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Steamer  and  lier  psascngers  wait  till  (he  following 
day.  She  |>u(s  uui  juHt  far  enough  la  xa  to  pre- 
vent you,  ihougli  without  cvn*  losing  sight  of  bndt 
irom  discerning  ntiy  object  upon  it.  I  muU  cunfcM 
that  I  prefer  travelling  by  land,  where  every  tr«c, 
every  Mone,  the  hut  and  the  palace,  the  church  and 
the  priton,  have  their  liislury,  their  poetry,  and  their 
lesson. 

It  is  but  here  and  there  that  the  Ma  has  a  history 
to  rcUle,  and  the*e  spou  are  mostly  within  a  tihort 
diBtancc  of  ihc  land,  and  ihnir  history  it  connvcted 
with  the  latter,  as  in  the  caseof  engulphed  towns, 
and  of  ftea-fighti  which  could  lie  viewed  friHn  the 
shore-,  and  the  MorieH  of  which  are  handed  down 
from  foihcr  (o  son.  In  the  open  sea,  on  ihe  oiIht 
hand,  you  pass  over  spotB  where  tlie  faio  of  kinf^s 
and  nation*  has  been  dixiidMl,  while  not  a  erots, 
noi  a  church,  not  n  «'ec|nng-willow,  intimntes  that 
berc  the  flower  and  the  strength  of  a  people  bare 
been  sacrificed. 

The  ooastt  along  which  we  passed  have  pretcrved 
the  memory  of  a  few  such  events,  concerniug  which 
the  aea,  ttiat  moat  silent  uf  gra«e^  says  not  a  ayllalile, 
and  the  old  (i»hcrnicn  relsle  thvm  to  their  sons  wbco 
Korms  keep  thcni  at  home.  Most  of  these  slorici* 
however,  lumiDg  as  they  do  upon  the  decided  sup^ 
nontyofthe  I'rcncli  in  iu.-aiiunii.blp  and  valmir  to 
English  aiit;igunUis,  sound  hi  very  upncry|>liai>flnd 
an-  so  far  from  6atlenng  to  British  nationai  pride, 
that  the  reader  would  not  Uiank  me  tu  repent  them. 

But  tbese  »lion»  witnesa  hemic  deeds  of  a  diflor* 
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ent  kind,  dccdi  unsttcnJcd  with  bloodshed,  which 
are  so  frequent  here  bs  not  to  surprise  ttny  one : 
while  tltc  ncloni  merely  conndcr  thui  they  have 
done  a  good  day's  work,  and  the  world  hears  uo- 
thing  of  the  matter  tmless  a  Etrangcr  hn))])rni>  lo  be 
praseiit,  and,  mrtick  hy  the  novelty  of  such  daring 
and  diKintcmted  efictrt*,  is  induced  to  make  it 
public. 

Not  long  before  T  went  to  Havre,  I  read  tn  the 
Pilule  (le  Calvados,  a  paper  which  appears  at  Caen, 
the  following  article  : — 

"  I  orrivcU  yesterday  (March  llih}  at  Ilerman- 
ville  during  a  tremendous  storm.  Curious  to  ob- 
nerve  the  Mia  and  its  wave*,  I  went  early  this  morning 
to  the  beach,  where  a  dounnier  presonlly  pointed 
out  to  me  two  vessels  tossed  to  and  fro  by  the  wind, 
and  predicted  that  ihe>'  must  soon  founder.  ThU 
miimalion  made  me  xhiKlder.  I  left  the  dounnier 
and  went  to  the  mouth  of  the  Orne,  where,  near  the 
village  o(  Ouistreham,  are  the  houses  of  the  pilots, 
and  where  the  hfe-boata  are  kept.  Two  of  these 
were  then  lying  there,  tht-  Neptune  and  ihe  Am- 
ptiilrile,  each  of  which  ha*  in  general  a  crew  of 
tweniy  men.  The  sea  mji  so  ireinendoutJy  high, 
that  rhe  Neptune  refused  to  put  off,  Pierre  I<efou- 
lon,  called  Mistain,  master  of  tho  Amphitnle,  went 
to  hi>  comrades.  *  My  lads,'  nid  he.  '  yonder  ore 
two  rnadi  in  dUtreas:  which  of  you  will  go  with 
me  and  risk  hit  life  to  save  them  ? '  No  answer  was 
returned  to  his  ciuesiton.  '  Quoi !  *  he  cxdaioMd^ 
in  two  or  three  minutes, 
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'  quoi !  f»s  iin  kon  gsrfon  !  AUoQt  1  sitona  F  qui 
me  suit  el  qui  nagef  '  I,'  Iiastiij  answcrw!  Fran- 
^oU  Varnier.  '  I,'  .said  Msrie  Frevet  '  I,  I,'  at 
Iriiglli,  vriiti  thi;  Iwu  br(>tlier«,  Severin  and  Napo- 
leon Mvissoii.  '  And  I  too,'  said  Jesn  Guillcun, 
whose  name  U  not  i-ntcrrd  in  the  list  of  ptlois,  but 
viho  was  ready  to  venture  his  life  like  the  others. 
There  were  seven  of  ihero  in  all.  And  these  sevea, 
viUoin  all  the  bynlanderK  uIImI  foolhardv,  threw 
themselves  into  n  boot,  nnd  sicen-cl  for  th«  brig 
Edward,  which  was  in  the  most  imminent  danger. 
Every  eye  followed  them  as  they  powed  off.  One 
iiioincnl  they  diMi])|ieurei)  between  tho  wave», 
and  the  next  they  agiiin  ro«e  above  them.  A  hun- 
dred voices  from  the  shore  were  raised  to  encourage 
them,  and  they  were  aeoonipanied  by  cMir  prayrrs. 
The  wind  whk  ngaiiiM  them,  they  could  not  tuff  in 
the  nurrow  bay  ;  and  nothing  but  the  ndventurout 
spirit  of  Mistain,  who  resolved  to  steer  hUlililcltark 
over  a  sand-bonk,  which  might  have  prore<l  her 
deMruction,  rendered  ii  {XMcubk'  to  approach  the 
brig.  The  wave*  lifted  her  thirty  feet  high,  and 
tossed  her  like  a  nut-shell.  Had  sail,  or  rope,  or 
helm,  failed  to  perform  its  oBice,  ihe  boat  must 
have  gone  to  the  bottom,  and  ilic  two  brigs  into  iho 
bargain.  At  length,  after  incredible  exertions, 
Mistain  was  seen  clambering  up  the  side  of  the  brig, 
•etzing  the  helm,  and  combating  ilie  tcmpcvt,  til)  at 
last  he  Mlccml  the  veswl  into  the  river  amidst  the 
plaudits  of  the  multitude. 

"  On  board  the  brig  there  was  a  young  woman, 


TOTAQB  FBOU  HAVRE  TO  CAEN.  6 

M'ho  had  tied  her  infant  fast  to  her  owd  body,  and 
awaited  death  kneeling  and  praying  at  the  foot  of 
the  mast.  She  was  the  wife  of  the  captain.  All 
the  spectators  had  shuddered  with  her;  all  con- 
gratulated  her  on  her  deliverance ;  and  thej  turned 
from  her  to  hail  the  gallant  Mistain,  who  calmtjr 
smiled  at  our  applause  and  the  expression  of  our 
admiration. 

'The  second  brig  was  not  saved  till  the  follow- 
ing day,  by  Mistain  also,  at  a  moment  when  she 
made  eleven  feet  water,  and  could  not  have  lived 
many  minute.  You  should  have  seen  the  sea  and 
its  waves  hurling  the  boat  over  the  rocks,  in  order 
to  form  any  idea  of  his  courage.  Shipwrecks  are 
very  frequent  in  these  parts,  and  it  is  often  the  case 
that,  while  you  turn  your  eyes  another  way,  the 
vessel  is  gone  for  ever.  But  this  was  not  the  first 
enterprize  of  Mistain's.  Whenever  the  wind  howls 
and  the  storm  rages,  he  is  ready.  And  for  the 
obscure  seaman,  for  the  noble  Mistain,  shell  there 
not  be  a  cross  to  perpetuate  the  remembrance  of 
his  intrepidity,  and  the  glory  of  his  self-denying 
devotedness  ?  " 

I  beg  the  reader  to  bear  in  mind  that  in  this 
narrative  I  am  but  the  translator.  In  the  cheerful- 
ness with  which  Mistain,  regardless  of  his  own  life, 
defies  the  tempest  to  save  the  lives  of  others ;  in  the 
simple,  energetic  language  by  which  he  prevails  on 
his  '*  lads  "  to  accompany  him  ;  in  the  composure 
which  he  displays  after  he  has  accomplished  his 
work;  we  see  the  cbaracteristicsof  the  daring,  deter- 
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mined  pilot  of  Normfindy  :  and  in  ibc  w«y  in  wliich 
the  reporter  proposes  to  reward  him,  we  ducover 
Monsieur  Ic  Moire,  or  CoDMillier  dv  Pn-fnture,  ur 
■ome  grocer  or  oilier  of  Cocn,  who  wished  for  oooe 
to  witncu  a  tempest,  and  to  eom  the  honour  of 
obtaining  for  MiAlaio  a  recoinpence  worthjr  of  hia 
merit.  The  I'rench,  and  c»pecially  the  g^xxl* 
nalured  bour^-ouie,  are  the  veriest  children  in  »• 
istntce  —  o  bit  of  red  riband  or  the  merest  toy 
renders  them  supremely  happy. 

It  w»*  amtd»t  «iil)i  reeollcciions  that  we  entered 
the  river  with  much  less  difliculiy  than  the  brig 
■£d»ard. 

So  early  as  the  lime  of  tlie  Konuns,  the  coast  of 
Calvados  was  called  LUtuM  SaroNkum,  the  Saxon 
■hore,  beeouse  Saxon  pirates  had  couqucrvd  it  and 
Bellied  there  in  the  third  century.  It  is  probable 
thai  the  villages  and  towns  of  OuistrehaRi,  Honfleur, 
Heriiunville,  kc  may  owe  their  Gennan  names  to 
those  iiinrimders. 

For  some  time  you  atcetKl  the  river  between 
grayish  yellow  rockti,  which  look  very  dreary,  aiuj 
are  hiible  to  give-  a  hud  opinion  of  the  emintry.  By 
degrees,  iKiwcvor,  the  hills  recede ;  thriving  villnge«, 
^endid  country -houses.  Norma  n-Gotliic  churches, 
and  rich  meadows,  furnish  proofs  of  the  flourishing 
state  of  the  ntutitry.  The  pi-iMjiect  l>ea>TUi-)>  n>ure 
and  more  extensive;  ontl  at  length  CiMti,  iriih  its 
nunicfOus  Gothic  steeples,  appears  encompawed 
with  bmiltiig  villages,  orchards,  meadows,  and  woods. 

The  Saxoiu  «ere,  in  alm««u  every  ini.iai)ci;,  llie 
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pnreuraore  of  the  Nonnant.  Part  of  Lower  Nor- 
nwidjr,  ac  wc  hnv-c  vrcn,  if  as  named,  so  early  as  the 
thml  century,  the  Sasod  Khore-,  and  England  is  to 
this  day  called,  in  Bpiie  of  the  Nurmnm,  the  I<nnd 
of  tlie  Anglcn.  Ciien  tn-nis  to  hiivc  been  founded 
by  llie  Saxons.  In  a  eharter  of  llichard  II.,  duke 
of  Normandy,  dated  10!J7,  the  town  w  naine<l  Cad- 
hira;  and  it  ii  not  improtKihle  ilin),  n«  »evrriil  hi>- 
torico]  inquirers  assert,  Cnen  and  Cadhim  may  be 
derived  from  the  old  Soxmi  word  Cadhom,  a  place 
of  war.  But  all  such  que&ltonii  I  leave  for  onti- 
qturie«  to  settle.  Nul  that  I  ict  down  these  dtucu*. 
tions  as  unimportant,  but  I  gladly  rclinqui&h  th«m 
to  those  who  are  accustomed  to  cut  up  the  limbers 
with  which  a  building  luay  afi^rwanU  be  c»n- 
Mnicted.  It  was  not  till  a  lotcr  period  that  the 
popular  clement  —  which  is  all  that  I  have  todo  with 
—  found  now  and  then  an  hisnorian  to  notice  it 
when  it  occasionally  rnged  lilcc  the  kui  in  a  irmpest. 

FavouTX-d  by  its  ntuation,  a  few  Icaj^ues  from  the 
mouth  of  the  Ome,  amidst  a  fine  country,  Caen  gra* 
dually  grew  up,  thruuf(h  the  aciivity  of  iu  citizens, 
into  a  oonttiderable  town;  so  (lint  William  (he  Con- 
queror deemed  it  uf  sufficient  connequeooc  for  him 
to  re«de  (here  a  considerable  lime,  and  to  make  it 
in  some  measure  hi&  capital ;  and  it  thereby  acquired 
fresh  importance  and  mcrca,-^^  extent. 

William  tlie  Conqueror,  the  wn  of  the  boJd 
Robert,  ami  grsndiion  by  (he  modiL-r's  side  of  an 
bumble  tann«r,  was  one  of  those  happy  naturet 
which  frequently  seem  to  spring  from  mixed  lilood, 
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.and  which,  by  their  courage,  their  valour,  and  their 
energy,  funiiah  t  proof  of  ihc  goad  miik  uf  thai 
law,  which  prohibited  marriage  belwcco  relatives  in 
times  BO  ancient  aa  Bcsrcely  to  belong  tu  hiatory. 

The  fir&t  act  of  iii)[>ortanec  which  U(hero«]  WiU 
liain  lh«  Coiujuuror  upon  the  stage  of  history  wm 
the  God*8  peace.  At  hia  iiutigatton,  tlie  clergy  de- 
creed, at  a  council  held  at  Caen,  in  1042,  that  ponce 
should  prevail  throughout  the  whole  country  Trooi 
Wednesday  evening  till  Monday  morning ;  and 
whoever  broke  it  was  to  be  |Minibh<,>d  with  banitih* 
jnent,  excommuniculiun,  or  the  refusal  of  burial. 
WilUuD  for  a  lime  rigidly  enforced  Ibis  law  of 
pence,  and  the  country  flourished  under  hini,  ond 
ihc  |icoplc  were  ha|)py.  This  first  act  of  William 
the  Conqueror's  was  aimed  more  especially  at  the 
ffobln,  and  tlie  grandson  of  the  lowly  uuiner  com- 
pelled them  to  rrsjicci  a  law  of  humanity. 

Some  years  nfttrwnrj?  (1053)  he  proved  that  he 
could  be  equally  independent,  equally  above  the 
contnt]  of  ihe  cler^,  when  ihey  presumed  to  inter* 
fere  in  his  personal  aifun  or  those  of  the  country. 
F<JIoH')ng  the  impulse  of  his  heart,  he  mulvi-d  to 
marry  Matilda  of  Flanders;  The  pope  discovered 
an  iDi|>edin>ont  in  the  near  consonguinily  of  ihe 
parties  and  forbade  the  match.  William  ddiL-d  the 
prohibition  of  Uie  mightie&l  of  tlie  mighty,  and  n- 
garded  the  analhemuft  launchtxl  at  him  frocn  the 
Capilol  by  (he  head  of  Christendom  no  more  tlian 
he  hod  oared  for  the  anf;er  of  Lis  incensed  nobles. 

It  was  nut  long  before  he  sliuwed  nut  t«ss  energy 
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in  his  treatment  aC  the  people,  by  «nncting  a  law 
ili-vivd  and  adopted  Tar  Ibeir  benefit.  As  in  1043 
he  had  fi>roed  the  Cfud's  i>eiM:e  upon  the  nobility,  mi 
in  1057  h<'  put  a  curb  upon  ihe  iw<ipl«,  demoralised 
hy  Ion{{  want,  by  the  absence  of  tlie  sovereign,  and 
by  ilie  insdence  of  the  nobles,  by  means  of  the  law 
of  Couvre-feu,  which  required  all  the  inUatHtantA  of 
tti«  country,  on  the  ringing  of  a  bell  at  night,  to  re- 
pair to  their  houses  and  to  put  out  fire  and  light. 
If  such  a  law  was  necessary,  this  in  of  itself  a  sufli- 
cienl  proof  how  savngc  the  people  must  hnvc  l>e 
come,  since  it  was  retjuisite  to  impose  unnatural 
fetters  upon  all  for  the  general  protection;  but  it 
showed  al.tn  the  energy  and  resolution  of  liim  who 
oottld  undertake  to  enact  and  enforce  kuch  a  law, 
and  to  strike  at  the  root  of  the  evil. 

With  llie  same  boldne^is  then  had  Williara,  when 
necessity  demanded  nr  only  ojipurtunily  oOcred,  >et 
at  defiance  the  nobility,  the  clergy,  and  the  people. 
Id  all  three  cases  he  had  acted  consistently  with  tJtc 
inlercst  of  the  »tate  and  of  his  subjecl*:  fur,  though 
hiN  marriage  may  a|>]M*ar  to  be  an  cxcIii*ivoly  per- 
Minal  concern,  itiU  the  circumstance  thiil,  nl  a  time 
wheo  all  bowed  to  the  will  of  the  pope  and  the 
elerg}',  he  dured  to  opixtse  him,  could  not  fail  to 
{UxkIucc  llii^  bent  n-nulli  fur  tlie  independence  of 
ihc  country.  When  might  consUtuies  right,  cour- 
age and  energy*  arc  the  most  irrcmisslblc  conditions 
of  sovereignly;  and  from  what  be  did  in  the  fini 
years  of  his  reign,  from  tlie  way  in  whidi  he  exe- 
cuted  hi«   de»iierale   cnter)>ri<c  againtt   England, 
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William  might  have  l>ecome  the  benefactur,  the 
founder  or  n  tinppjr  futurity  Tor  his  poofjlc.  He 
di<l  become  ihnr  toourge.  the  cause  of  a  century  of 
cahmitieA,  of  endless  devastations  and  miM-ry ;  for 
tie  thought  just  ihe  .tunie  as  tlinse  on  whom  he  had 
imjxNH'cl  iIk  God's  ]k-sc«  ;  lie  nmsidervd  his  power 
only  as  the  m^ans  of  prowcuting  the  (rede  of  rob- 
bery on  a  la>^  si-ale.  1*be  oon(|U<»t  of  Knglaod 
by  the  Norninns  has  ultimaivly,  ahcr  the  lap»c  of 
cenlurieft,  furthered  ihc  improvement  of  mwilundi 
lor  even  vice  ttn<l  injustice  seem  ut  iin>es  deBtined 
to  serve  ss  IbotMooli  to  right  and  truth.  Wboever 
abould,  on  that  accminl,  cxcuk  am)  defend  the  Coo- 
queror,  might  set  up  as  advocate  for  the  canonisB- 
tion  of  n  murtlcrer,  bei-au«e  the  latter  liss,  in  hia 
execution,  furnished  occasion  for  proclaiming  the 
power  of  the  Uw,  and,  therefore,  his  very  crime 
wmaeircumstance  beneficial  to  inankitid.  William 
never  did,  nover  could,  tiiink  of  these  eonscciuencua : 
[dunder,  the  a«{uistion  of  territory  and  treasure 
— llie  Utter  he  carried  to  such  an  exU-nt  that  he 
WM  tlir  wealthiest  prince  of  his  tiioc — wore  hia  only 
motivea  and  tl>e  immediate  reaults. 

The  whole  world,  which,  in  its  titoplicity,  atiU 
falls  down  as  it  did  a  thousand  years  ago  before 
thom  who  arv  tlic  greatc*t  adept*  in  the  arta  of  de- 
viisiaiion  and  destruction,  offered  and  rtill  olTera 
inounsc  to  the  Conqueror,  while  chaiK-e^for  ao 
people  arc  accustomed  to  call  the  misundentood 
indiralions  of  Providence — hinl  already  pronounced 
his  outidcmnatiuii  on  ll»e  very  day  of  his  iiiierment. 
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William  the  Conqueror,  whose  tntck,  after  hia 
****^'"g  in  Sogbuul,  was  marknl  with  bloud,  had 
hiaueir  piocUinwd  ti>c  God's  peac«,  and  Bcomvd 
the  God  upoo  wbote  naine  he  culled,  when  he  made 
his  peace  a  law.  He  hiwl  decri-«d  tliL<t  the  peace* 
breaker  should  not  find  a  gravf.  Fate  sat  in  judg' 
ncnl  upon  him,  and  declared  the  law  valid. 

William  died  at  Kouen  on  ihc  lOih  of  September, 
1807.  Hill  Kin*,  hi»  relatives,  and  his  counters  did 
nut  wait  till  he  should  have  drawn  his  lost  breath 
to  forsake  him ;  and  wIh'U  he  expired,  there  waa 
not  a  creature  about  him  to  do»e  his  eyes.  Hw 
very  scrvanls,  after  they  hod  divided  his  wearing 
apparel  among  themselves,  dispersed.  The  naked 
corpse  trat  left  by  itM'Ifiii  the  [iriory  of  St.  Gerraw, 
and  it  was  scrcral  days  before  any  one  thought  of 
interring  it.  At  length  the  clergy  resolved  that  the 
kioft  should  be  buried  at  Caeti,  but  nolxxly  would 
UOdartakc  to  defray  the  expciicc  of  (hs  eonveyancr 
and  burial  of  his  remains ;  till  at  lost  a  peasant  of' 
the  environs  of  Kouen,  named,  aucurding  to  tbt 
chroniclea,  Herluin— |M.-rhu]i)i  the  same  who  hod 
married  William's  mother,  Harloiic — came  for- 
ward, and  out  of  pity  removed  the  great  king  to 
Caen.  On  approaching  that  city,  the  monks  of  the 
abbey  of  St.  Etinine,  the  clergy,  and  the  citiisens, 
went  forth  to  cncort  his  remains  to  church  and  to 
Ibe  grave.  But  Fate  forbade  even  this  pomp  at 
the  inienoent  of  the  Conqueror;  a  tire  brake  out 
in  the  city  and  disperved  tltc  proi^euion,  so  that  a 
few  monks  and  dtc  lowly  Hvrluin  were  the  oa\y 
penuos  left  to  attend  the  royal  rvmaias. 
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WiUaoi  might  hari!  become  (he  benefaotor,  the 
fbund«r  of  n  happy  futurity  for  hie  people.  He 
did  become  their  K-ourge,  th«  cauie  of  ■  century  of 
calamities,  of  endles*  devastations  and  minery;  (or 
be  thuuglit  ju»t  the  ume  as  ihow  on  whom  he  hod 
imposed  (he  God's  peace ;  bo  considered  bis  povrtr 
only  as  the  means  ol"  prosecuting  the  trade  of  rob- 
bery on  II  large  wale.  The  cuft(]ucst  of  England 
by  the  Normnns  ba«  ultimately,  after  the  lapse  of 
centuries,  furUiered  the  improvement  of  maakind; 
for  even  «ke  and  injustice  wem  at  times  deitined 
to  serve  08  footMools  (o  right  and  truth.  Whoever 
should,  on  that  account,  excuse  and  defend  the  Con- 
queror, might  Ket  up  as  advocate  for  ttie  canoniaa> 
tion  of  a  murder«r,  because  the  latter  has,  in  Im 
executioa,  furnished  oeca^on  fi>r  proclaiming  the 
power  of  the  law,  and,  therefore,  his  very  crime 
wn»  a  circumMance  benelieiul  to  mankind.  William 
never  did,  n<.!Ter  could,  Ihink  of  these  Gon^equeDCM: 
plunder,  the  acquisiuon  of  territory  and  treasure 
—the  latter  lie  carried  to  such  an  extent  that  be 
was  ll»cweulti)ii'«t  prince  of  his  lime — were  his  only 
motives  and  the  immedtnle  results. 

Tlie  whole  world,  which,  in  its  simplicity,  still 
falls  down  ns  it  did  a  thousand  years  ago  Ijefbre 
those  who  are  the  greatest  adepts  in  the  arts  of  de- 
vastatton  and  desrruclion,  ofKred  and  still  offrra 
incense  to  the  Conqueror,  while  dianee — for  so 
people  are  accustoinrd  to  call  the  misunderstood 
indicnliuna  of  Providence — had  already  pninounoed 
hia  cutideiunaliuu  on  the  very  day  of  bit  intenneDt. 
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Willitttn  the  Cooqueror,  whose  track,  oAvr  hu 
Umding  in  England,  waa  niorknl  will)  blood,  had 
binucir  proclottnod  Uic  God's  pnuc,  ux)  Mornvd 
the  God  upon  whose  luiiie  he  cuHed,  when  lie  inadv 
his  peace  a  Uw.  He  luul  decreed  th:tt  thv  pMc«< 
breaker  ahould  not  find  a  grave.  Fate  iiit  iii  judg- 
neai  upon  him,  and  declared  the  law  valid. 

William  died  at  Kout-ii  on  llic  lOlIi  of  8e|iti>mltcr, 
1807.  Hi.i  Mill*,  hiK  rclutivci,  mtd  )iit  vi)urli<-r«  did 
nut  wail  till  he  >bauld  ftB«e  drawn  hia  \mt  broUh 
to  fonokc  him ;  aitd  when  l»e  ii((>irc<l,  there  w«i 
not  a  creature  about  him  to  duiw  hi«  cjre*.  Hi* 
very  »crranta,  after  they  had  divided  hia  weimi>|{ 
appard  amooj;  themselTeo,  diapcrsed.  The  niik«d 
corpae  waa  It^t  hy  ititcirin  iltc  priory  a(  St.  (icrrnia, 
and  it  waa  several  days  before  any  otK  thuu){ht  of 
intwritig  it.  At  letigih  the  clergy  resolved  lliat  the 
kiog  ibould  be  buned  at  Caen,  bot  nobody  would 
undertake  to  defray  the  exfwnoe  of  the  ootivryaiicc 
and  btirial  at  hia  mnaina ;  till  at  laat  a  pcaaaiit  a( 
iIm  aavieons  of  Rouen,  named,  according  to  tbe 
Anmdnt,  Heriuin — pcrhap*  the  aow  who  had 
■wiied  Wdlua^  mother,  llofloOe— cwne  fur- 
vard,  and  exit  of  pity  removed  the  grvu  king  la 
Caea.  On  apprvaduog  that  city,  the  mooka  of  llw 
abbey  of  St.  Etione,  ih*  dcrgy,  and  the  citiuaa, 
wuA  forth  to  eamrt  faia  nmaaoa  to  chorcfa  aad  la 
iha  psK.  But  Fate  pwfaad*  rvea  tfaia  poap  M 
tha  iaiFniF^rfthe  Cam^amiti  a  In  bnkm  mi 
ttt  the  dlv  aad  da^eraerf  the  !■•(■■•■■,  m  ihM  a 
fmm  MBka  Md  dw  kwfy  Hcrima  ««•  tfaa  o^ 
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At  length  (hey  reached  the  church.  After  th« 
solemn  ma u,  Gtslebert,  bishop  ot'Evreux,  mouDtnl 
the  pulpit,  Rivd  delivered  a  panegyric  on  the  king, 
whoM-  rulour  and  magnanimity,  justice  and  piety* 
and  above  all  his  liht^rulicy  to  ihi'  clL'rgy,  the  prelate 
lawlcd  in  tlic  most  pompous  terms.  He  then  called 
upon  the  people  to  pray  for  the  soul  of  the  dLienscd 
monarch  ;  and  Fate  chose  precisely  this  moment  to 
pronounce  its  veto.  A**elin,  «on  of  Artliur,  m  eiu- 
zen  of  Caen,  rsised  his  voice  an<l  cried  Ilarro !  o»Cf 
tlie  corpse  of  the  Conqueror.  "  Upon  the  spot 
wbrre  we  stand,  and  where  ye  are  about  (o  burjr 
the  king,  fornierly  »io<Mi  ihe  hou*c  of  my  faihrr, 
Williani  drove  him  illegally  out  of  it,  and  he  shall 
not  l>e  buried  in  the  ground  of  uhich  he  robbed  my 
father  and  myself.  I  demand  restitution  of  this 
groiunl  as  my  praperiy.  In  the  nnme  ol  Hollo, 
«h»  Miid  that  the  fimt  duly  of  the  prince,  as  well  us 
of  Uic  tDcan4-8t  subject,  is  to  respect  the  law,  and  in 
the  Dune  of  God  who  punishes  injutiictr,  I  proteai 
agnintt  the  interment  in  this  ground  of  the  mnaiiui 
of  him  who  has  done  tu  gricvout  a  wrong  to  toy 
father;- 

William  hiinM-lf  hft<)  di-claml,  aliout  forty  yran 
before,  lliat  llie  p«-aee-brenker  should  bv  denied  a 
gnve.  Providence  decreed  that  this  taw  should 
be  fiillilled.  'V\k  clergy  strove  to  silence  Asaelto, 
but  ihi-  |)eople  look  his  part :  the  aged  men  of  Cwn 
declared  that  what  be  hod  tai<l  was  true,  and  the 
eilisens  cried  out  that  be  was  right,  and  that  justice 
must  be  done  him.  And,  by  the  side  of  ihe  royal 
corpse,  tile  bishops  were  obliged  to  purchue  from 


WILLIAM  TUB  CONQCEBOR. 


the  citiwn  of  Caen  ■  |;ravc  for  iho  king  for  nxty 
toU,  and  to  makr  ivpsration  for  Im  injustice. 
Aswlin  was  sulislicd.  but  Faie  and  millkins  of  olher 
men  wlumi  the  king  had  mluccd  to  misery,  were 
not  pnipiliatit);  and  when  ihc  ooHin  wns  lowering 
into  the  grave,  it  struck  Bgunst  the  lidc  and  watt 
broken  in  [Hecc«.  and  the  corpse  fell  out,  burst,  and 
diffused  iiueh  a  stench  i!iut  the  )>e»|)1e  hurrivd  out 
of  the  church,  the  clergy  omiltcd  nil  the  fiirtticr 
ctrrvmiHiin,  and  the  gravr  was  fiih-d  up. 

Thus  did  the  Conqueror  at  last  find  a  grave. 
That  grave  "  remuim-d  untouched  till  the  year 
156S,  at  whicli  lime  it  ua.n  forcibly  opentnl  by  the 
CalviuiKti',  who  Were  persuaded  that  it  contained 
great  treasure*.  Having  found  in  it  nothing  but 
William's  skdeiun,  they  put  ihc  bunen  in  a  pitxe  of 
red  laflt-ta,  Kxllvrcd  them  hImui  the  church,  and 
broke  the  grave-slone  in  pieces.  Most  of  the  bones 
were  collected)  by  M .  de  Uras,  and  by  him  commit- 
ted to  the  euttody  of  M.  de  Canalu,  a  monk  and 
prucureur  of  the  abbey,  who  deposited  them  with 
great  care  io  his  cell,  with  the  intention  of  replacing 
them  iu  thi^r  grave  as  suoii  as  the  disturbances 
irere  over.  But,  the  city  lieing  *»on  afterwards 
taken  by  Coligny,  the  monks  were  e\iwlled  from 
ibc  abbey,  and  tlie  king's  remains  were  again  dis- 
persed. At  the  lime  of  these  occurrences,  the  vi- 
ccMnte  de  FaUiae  procured  from  one  of  the  insure 
gent*  u  hi[»-bone,  which  he  afterwards  deposited  in 
the  new  monument  erected  for  the  king."* 
*  A»Uquiti(  Angl.  Nonn.  p.  U. 
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I  like  nuch  tmricauom  of  a  higher  taw  (ban  tlmt 
of  the  human  will,  and  they  may  bt'  found  oa  every 
page  of  the  book  of  liixtor)',  if  we  only  louk  for 
than.  Ill  this  point  of  view,  that  leaf  in  ti>c 
liiNtory  of  Cnen  which  treou  of  th«  gnM!  and  fuoe- 
ral  of  Utc  Conqueror  la  biglily  impurtant :  but  the 
cxmduct  of  Herluin  the  peasant  and  Assclin  tb« 
oilixea  likewise  iterve  to  illuntrale  tlie  character  of 
ihc  people,  and  to  render  ihoao  scenes  the  more 
impressive.  The  one,  who,  when  all  that  had  Hvcid 
upon  the  bounty  of  the  king,  that  bad  sliared  the 
KpaiA  with  him,  abandoned  the  royal  corpio,  took  it 
tinder  his  protection,  was  the  rvpresmtative  oftlie 
loyally  of  the  Nomiana  to  their  prtneea,  so  long  as 
they  respected  tliem :  the  other,  Asselin  and  the 
citiMtu  of  Caen  who  espoused  his  cau«c,  were  ilie 
representatives  of  that  proud  spirit  of  inanly  inde- 
pendence which  would  not  uibmit  to  injustice  frua 
the  prince  himself. 

The  hutory  of  Caen,  for  some  lime  allcr  William 
the  Conqueror,  goes  bnnd  in  band  with  that  of 
Nurmaady  in  general.  The  wealth  of  Kngtand 
flowed  into  ilut  pruvince ;  and  Cucii,  very  fre- 
quently the  rrsidrncv  of  the  kings  of  England, 
received  its  full  iiluire  of  the  booty ;  so  that,  uecord- 
ing  to  the  chrontcleri,  under  John  llw  city  was  in 
norrsfM-ct  inferior  to  the  cnfiilal  of  France,  With 
ifac  r¥-conqiiest  of  Nomuindy  by  the  French  coin- 
meoces  tlie  decline  of  the  prosperity  of  Caen, 
which,  for  a  linte,  was  ihe  Iam  ())Mcrval>)i>,  b«cau*e 
it  wajt  maiiifcslvd  only  in  llw  c<«6alion  of  the  i»- 
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creator  the  city:  wltereM,iU  the  other  large  tuwa* 
of  Fraocc  kept  stmdily  adraneiDg  in  wcillli  end 
popnktioD.  This  stand-still  ww  followed  u  m.  later 
period  by  a  decidedly  retrograde  tnm-ement. 

A  few  incident?  r*'Cord<'d  ia  tlic  history  of  till* 
city  are  worth  mentioning.  The  inhsbitanla  of 
Cwn  hiul  Amy  ship  in  the  baule  off  Sluya,  in 
1S40,  when  the  fleet  o(  Edwiinl  III.  gained  • 
•ignal  victory  over  thai  of  France.  Six  yean  aAer- 
«nrd&,  Edward  landed  in  Normandy,  and  his  troops 
were  soon  in  the  vicinity  ul'  Caen.  The  royal 
officen  in  Caen  jmriMwrd  to  burn  the  suburbs,  in 
order  to  be  the  better  able  to  defend  the  city :  but 
the  dlisens  oppose!  this  intention,  and  declared 
that,  in  Uw  open  field,  and  alone,  tl»ey  were  a 
match  fur  the  kiii;;  of  England,  antl  tluit  they 
would  tnarcU  against  him.  The  loss  of  tlie  battle 
■nd  of  the  place  were  tlie  consequences  of  tlus 
temerity;  but  it  woa.  at  any  ratr,  a  proof  of  tlie 
coiirugL-  of  t]>e  inbabiuuitx,  and  of  ltM.*ir  high  opi* 
nion  of  their  own  prowouL 

A  few  years  later,  in  1363,  a  sort  of  riot  took 
place  al  Caen,  and  showed  that,  at  a  lime  when  tlie 
noblcn  fancied  tbemsrivo  L-very  thing  and  authorised 
to  do  what  they  pleased,  llie  citizens  bad  suHiciont 
spirit  to  resent  any  ill  treatment  they  might  receive 
fnmi  them.  A  (uige  took  a  horse  to  be  tliod,  nod 
the  imith  was  unfortunale  or  awkward  enough  to 
hurt  bis  hand  a  little,  on  which  the  page  felled  hin 
lo  tile  ground  with  a  stun«.  So  souovr  vrtm  the 
dreunuUtncc   known   than   the  people  oMOUibled, 
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and,  in  ihcir  rage,  killed  seventeen  nobles  and 
mortallv  wounded  mure  ilian  ihirtjr. 

Hutiry  V.  uC  England  aUempU'd  to  rr-co«qurr 
Normandy.  With  this  design  he  landed  in  1417 
in  the  lower  province,  laid  ue<:;e  to  Caen,  an<l  took  it. 
But  even  after  he  lind  pmetr-nletl  iiiio  ihe  ciiy,  the 
people  conlinucd  to  make  a  most  dcF-pcmte  irsist- 
fiiice;  aud  it  wa&  not  till  ilie  Hefendera,  retiring  rrotn 
ilrcet  to  Mrvcl,  had  Ix-en  aloiuiit  all  flauj^litcred  in 
the  old  market -place,  now  I'lace  St.  Saurciir,  that 
the  rest  of  the  inhabilanlH  summdered.  On  this 
occasion  no  fewer  tlmn  SOOO  iradenmen  and  artinana 
emigrated.  Caen  continued  till  1450  uiulcr  the 
dominion  of  England ;  but  it  was  with  great  re- 
tuetaaoc  thai  (he  Normans  endured  a  foreign  yoke. 
A  Norman  nobleman,  putting  himself  at  the  Ikead 
ofarabble  (1431)  in  the  si(;ht  of  all  Caen  and  of 
tlie  English  gafri^n,  made  prisoners  of  (lie  Eng- 
lish traders,  SOOO  in  numl>er,  coming  (o  the  fair 
ofS[.  Michael,  near  Dourg  I'AbW.  In  1434,  iht; 
nobles  and  (be  eommons  appeared  with  50,000  men 
before  Caen,  die  siege  of  wbicb,  however,  the 
winter  obliged  them  to  raise. 

At  len^fth  Caen  was  ngntn  wrested  from  the 
bands  of  foreigners,  and  thenceforward  down  to  the 
lime  of  the  Helbrmatton  the  chronicles  noted  uicb 
day*  only  in  which  tbc  country  was  rnvngMl  by 
plague  or  otlier  calamities,  or  (he  city  was  visited  by 
a  king. 

The  Reformation,  as  we  luive  teen  elsewhere^ 
found  nuQicruus   purtisont    tJiruugliutit  all  Nor< 
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mandj.  The  people,  itedfa£l\y  odlientig,  aflcr  the 
Gemuin  lk.ihiuni  tu  old  habits,  were  at  6m  pro- 
poKM-sffil  against  its  dix'trines,  wliidi,  un  iheir  pn>- 
Diulgalioi),  lound  a  willing  ear,  anil  ctv  long  /t.-iiliiiis 
adhereols  and  prupn^ittura  among  the  superior 
cUaic»  and  in  the  more  enlighieiu-d  towna  only. 
In  Caen  the  scholars  and  individual  cccU-Nia-ttics 
w«fe  Uivir  first  cuiifestora  and  dtuetninaton.  A 
difToivat  lever  was  requireil  to  caunc  the  lower 
classes  to  exchange  the  old  fur  thi-  new,  and  the 
prenure  of  sc%'ttrti  distre-ts  came,  as  in  Germany, 
to  sccoml  the  teachers  of  reiiirm.  The  people, 
especially  in  ihe  country,  were  in  a  «tnlc  of  such  ai*- 
ject  indigence,  that  scarcely  any  but  the  clergy  were 
able  to  pity  taxes,  and  these  had  risen  in  1553  to 
such  a  bcighi  that  the  parish  priests  and  curates 
were  force*!  lo  evade  the  payioBnt  of  them  by  flight ; 
brnoG  roo^  hail  not  been  perrurined  fur  uiany 
ymn  in  ftcveral  villages,  especially  in  (he  vicinity  of 
Caen.  Il  was  dunng  this  interval  that  the  preach - 
en  of  reform  can^e  furward  publicly  at  Caen.  The 
people  attached  lo  the  new  doctrine  hopes  such 
as  it  never  meant  to  cncoumge  and  never  could 
justify.  Their  distress,  thi'ir  intolomUc  misery, 
caiued  tliem  to  ho{)e  for  improvement  from  any 
change,  and  therefore  tliry  uoccjitt-d  just  what  was 
offered;  thus  the  religious  reform  was  half  effected, 
becautc  a  political,  a  Mucial  reform  was  necessary, 
and  they  were  in  conBdcnt  expectation  of  th« 
latu-r.  In  Germany  the  like  circumstances  pro- 
duced the  tame  results. 
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The  oppressioa  of  the  people  is  neceuarily  pro- 
ductive or  thia  nitschicvouB  cmnscquoncv  thst  Uw 
mooivnt  it  ceases,  th«  momenl  the  force  whieh  kept 
dowD  the  spring  i*  removed,  it  (lie»  up  with  vio- 
lence •ml  ahattcn  nhuterer  is  above  it  The 
people  is  a  ravcaous  beau  only  when  roused  to 
fury  by  ill-usage  aiid  hunger.  At  Caen  the  tetnpcM 
at  K-ngih  hiirsi,  and  (he  Calvinists,  after  ihvy  had 
alrcaiijr  in  156^  attentpted  in  vain  to  lake  the 
castle,  [klundLTed  for  two  diy«  the  churches  and 
coDvcnIs  of  llic  city,  bfoke  in  pieces  and  hurncU 
such  of  the  sac-red  uienuls  as  apjteored  to  them  to 
be  of  DO  value,  and,  an  I  have  before  obaerved, 
Eporctl  not  even  the  ftjavi^  of  the  Conqueror  and 
hit  coiisori  Atatilda.  'I'hey  then  went  to  the  towD- 
bouM:,  aod  with  audacious  scorn  demanded  their 
mgc*. 

The  duke  ck-  Itouillon  rjimc  TroDi  Rouen  lo  ra- 
■tore  order,  as  the  old  absurd  system  was  called. 
But  it  was  not  king  before  Cuen,  af^er  tliv  battle 
of  Dreux,  fell  roiirely  into  the  hnntU  of  tlie  Cal- 
vinisls:  and  there  Admiral  Coligny  directed  for 
a  ttrnv  tlie  nlfairs  of  the  Keformcrs. 

The  RiaMBcrc  of  St.  Burtfuflonicw  was  succeeded 
at  Caen  by  a  tacit  peace  or  armistice.  The  ad- 
hercnu  of  tlie  old  and  the  i>ew  faith  tiere  uw  with 
equal  horror  how  treocltery  and  murder  were  re- 
sorted to  as  the  last  weapons  alike  of  the  old  and 
the  new  dueiri  acs. 

The  struggle*  of  the  Refonnation  in  Caeu  wer« 
followed  by  a  repose  which  but  rarvly  fumisbnl 
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oocaUMi  for  remarkable  inddent*.  Hcnr;  IV.  pre- 
sented the  city  with  such  an  occasioD.  H«  had 
expelled  the  Jesuits,  but  that  king  who  (.-ould  uy  : 
*'  Pam  is  iiurcly  worth  b  ma»a,"  could  not  need 
much  persuasion  to  recall  the  Jc&uiis,  if  tlielr 
presence  waa  more  advaDtageous  to  him  than  their 
exile.  Accordingly,  )ie  repealed,  in  1606,  the  edict 
of  bnu^menu  Caen  was  cot  one  of  the  citk« 
where  the  aew  edict  allowed  the  .leiuits  to  wefc  a 
IiarvaL  In  the  folluwing  year,  tlic  Jc»uit«  sent 
ODC  at  tbcir  fratrrmiy  to  the  king,  to  eulicit,  in  the 
nune  ofthedty,  the  re<estabhirhment  ot  their  order 
ID  Caen.  Thia  petition  in  the  name  of  the  city 
was  only  an  innocent  JisititicaJ  Elralii;;eni,  and 
when  the  civic  authorities  heard  huw  (heir  name 
had  baen  misuMiii,  expo&ed  the  pious  fmud.  The 
king,  ncvcrtlicU'M,  gruiitvd  in  1607  the  rvquest  of 
the  JeAuils  and  ordered  the  city  to  providu  then* 
with  a  building.  The  people  opponed  this  measure 
Willi  all  ihvir  might,  and  it  wa.i  nut  till  af\er  eeveral 
energetic  pn>tnt«  thai,  yielding  to  [>ower,  they 
anffirred  that  to  be  done  which  ihey  doeoied  them* 
■dvea  unable  to  prevent.  Uut  the  courag«  to 
oppOW  ihc  almi^ity  will  uf  an  absolute  sovt-raign, 
in  a  cate  where  reason  juEiifies  this  oppositioct, 
attesUi  the  independence  of  the  Nonnun  citiKens. 

Spifilual  iniereiits  are  unfonunstely  (huse  whose 
importance  llic  pco|>le  in  general  are  least  capable 
of  appreciating,  olherwisO  the  inhabitants  of  Caen 
would  probably  have  made  a  stronger  opposition  to 
llw  re-ituroduction  of  the  Jt-suii*.      At  least  they, 
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u  well  ns  tlic  mBJority  of  tho  inbnbiunis  of  Lower 
Nonnimdy,  showed  a  few  y«ara  Uter,  in  163!),  ihit 
tUcjr  were  any  thing  but  pliable  in  n^rd  to  matenjl 
intertKts  wlirn  tbity  tliougbt  thcniscWm  wronged. 
A  new  tax  upon  leather  excited  riots  in  all  Lower 
Normandy,  especially  ia  Caen,  Avranches,  Cou- 
tancc,  Vnlogne,  St.  Lo,  und  Buyctix.  The  shoe- 
makers and  cobblers  every  where  gave  tho  ngual  for 
rising,  by  their  resiatoiice  to  the  officers  of  govcro- 
ment  who  attL'mptvd  to  levy  the  tax ;  and  in  almost 
every  place  were  tlicy  aidwl  and  abetted  in  that  re- 
nitance  by  the  people.  At  Caen  they  plundered 
the  bouie  of  the  captain  of  the  tax,  who  escaped 
with  great  difiicully.  The  govcriimciit  vtan  obliged 
to  send  a  del;ichm«nt  of  troops  to  Cncii,  under 
whose  protection  tiie  rioiers  were  punished,  broken 
alive  u]Xin  the  wheel,  hanged  (nine  of  them  in 
Caen),  condemned  to  the  galleys  and  exile,  and 
their  hou^ci  pulled  down.  And  with  »uch  bar- 
barous punUhmenls  those  in  power  conceived  that 
the  barbarous  conduct  of  ibe  |)eople  was  expiated, 
Bitd  that  ihcy  hod  given  tbcm  an  imprcMirc  IcMon. 
The  revocation  of  the  edict  of  Nantes,  pre- 
ceded in  other  places  by  the  dragonadea,  the 
biitclierj-  of  the  Pnite«ton[»  by  the  soldiers  of 
a  Louis  XIV.,  who  were  expressly  sent  on  this 
tnuMoa,  was  attended  with  the  most  baneful  coo- 
Ge<]uences  for  Caen  ;  and  from  thib  period  dates  the 
decline  of  the  ciiy,  which  has  been  regularly  pro- 
grcsMve  till  almost  the  present  time.  Thirteen 
years  later,  in  1696,  ibe  inlendant  of  Caen  vrrot« 
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in  onawcr  to  tho  inquines  of  the  cnurt :  "  Since  the 
year  1685,  most  of  tht^  wcaltliiest  merchants  and 
iraden,  who  were  dissenters,  have  gone  abroBd, 
and  commerce  has  almmt  citttrcly  for»aken  the 
disinci  of  Caon."  And  yrt  atftllcolLimnin  honour 
of  Ixnjis  XIV.  graces  (he  Place  royal  of  ibat  city  ! 

Thenceforward  Caen  merely  vegetated,  and  it  was 
not  till  the  revolution  that  it  regnined  any  political 
importance.  Its  former  flourishing  trade  it  Uia 
not  recovered,  though  Norman  perseverance  and 
industry  have  of  late  much  improved  the  condition 
of  the  city, 

A  single  name,  that  of  Charlotte  Corday,  (ums  up 
the  epoch  of  the  revolution,  and  (he  interest  of  the 
people  in  behalf  of  it.  Caoii  was  from  the  firit  mo- 
ment devoted  to  the  revolution,  and,  »n  early  as  1791, 
the  dtizens  hod  proved  their  attachment  by  a  coiu 
flict  with  a  regiment  in  garrison  there.  Tbey 
forcc<i  it  to  Itnve  the  place,  after  taking  prifoiicr 
the  officer  by  whom  it  was  commanded.  He 
attempted  on  the  following  day  to  disann  (he  civic 
guard  which  wn«  ncortiiig  him  to  be  examined,  and 
was  shot  dend.  In  the  following  year,  a  wcond 
vktim  was  sacrificed  to  the  popular  fury.  M. 
Bageux,  the  proeureur-genend  aindic,  was  accuEed 
of  being  in  eorre«)>ondcnce  with  the  ex.miniMers, 
Montmorin  and  de  Lesscrt,  and  executed  in  the 
Place  St.  Sauveur,  after  he  had  in  vain  endeavoured 
to  justify  himself  before  the  assembled  people. 

TbcKC  two  occurrences  prove  at  any  rate  that 
the  revolution  found  zealous  partisaoa  in  Caen. 


m 


CAEN. 


Out  ibey  did  not  spring  from  tlic  cUaractn-  of  the 
peo|>l«,  any  tnure  tlinn  the  Vandalism  sliown  ftt  a 
Ifttcr  pi-riod  tijccruin  royalifils,  who,atterdFaggni9 
the  bust  oj  Napoleon,  by  Canon,  wtih  a  nipe 
througli  tlie  *tre«(B,  diuih<-d  it  in  jiicnn ;  lt)P«c  «rcr« 
only  the  dlix-tK  of  llw  6rBt  t-Kutcmcnt  and  the 
vork  of  individuals.  The  whole  province  toon  ex> 
prcMK^d  itself  iu  favour  or  th«  more  moderate  furty 
in  the  Coownlion,  for  the  Girondo  and  againat 
l)ie  Mountain.  The  Normans,  upright  aitd  enerw 
gctic,  and  with  true  Uerman  bpiril  wiihing  for 
rcfurni  without  revolution,  did  not  pcrcnve  that 
the  French  revolution  was  produced  by  necc»- 
aty,  and  hy  the  contraditioa  oi'  tiiu&e  who  wantad 
DO  reform  i  that  the  fate  of  tlie  laltrr  depended  do 
tliat  of  the  former ;  that  the  revolution,  and  rcfom 
along  with  it,  could  not  be  saved  but  by  ih«  revo* 
lution.  Add  to  this  lliat  Normandy  had  for  eeo- 
turica  conudenil  itHcIf  lu  a  connlry  indi-pendrnl 
of  France ;  and  that  of  course  tlie  notion  of  a  fc-dc* 
rativ«  republic  entertained  by  the  Gtroodiata  could 
not  but  liiul  [kanisun>  ihere. 

Caen  was  one  of  ihonc  ciltc*  whidi  declared  thein> 
telvca  moot  warmly  for  the  Giraf>dc,  and  agaioat 
th«  Mountain,  and  boldly  pnM;lain>ed  their  aenti- 
ments  to  the  Convention.  On  the  29tli  of  April, 
179!^  the  general  council  of  tho  commune  of  Caea 
Totrd  an  address  to  the  Convention,  to  this  effeet : 
"Juslly  cofkcemed  at  the  atrocitivs  which  bnganda 
are  incessantly  oommilttng  ugainit  ri-prc^'ota lives 
wbo  poasesa  our  entin  oonfidcnoe,  we  should  ba 
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guilty  tonardfi  our  nMiniry,  if,  on  so  nliinning  an 
oocauon,  we  were  indiSereat  to  the  trcflsons  of 
villains,  wliom  ploLi  liatdied  t>y  crim«  have  placet) 
in  iho  diitinguishcd  rmik  of  roprcsrtttntivc*  of  the 
people.  How  can  one  lielp  rL'cniling  vriih  horrtir 
at  (lie  ^if^ii  of  the  prol'uutul  abyu  in  which  the 
MamUt,  ihc  Robtii>pierm,  th«  llnnton*,  nod  many 
other  nicmbcrB,  have  striven  lo  drown  liljerly  ! 
Let  thoie  veiiuDioua  and  uknguinary  rcplilea  tremble ! 
Let  them  know  that  ttreitty-fbur  millioux  of  men 
have  iiiit  *wi>m  in  vain  to  bo  free !  Let  them  liutly 
learn  that  a  great  nation,  weary  of  their  iniqiiilieii, 
incensed  by  their  misdeeds,  is  preparing  to  lake 
Mf^nol  v«nfr«ancc  for  atrodtie*  not  Icm  frequent 
than  sacrilegious  !'* 

inie  noble  B)Nrit  of  the  commune  of  Caen  is  cx- 
presied  in  tliU  oddieu,  though  one  may  be  disposed 
to oontiidrr  tho  rvign  uf  terror  a»  at  that  time  necr»- 
^y  for  France  in  gctwral.  Ilevolutions  are  poeuble 
only  where  refbnn  n  impo&sible.  Tranue,  having 
once  arrived  at  the  point  at  which  llic  revolution 
comnuKKcd,  was  forred  to  Kiihmit  to  the  nmte- 
(juences  of  this  necessity,  in  oniar  to  prcerrt-c  the 
seed  from  pehiihing  alotig  with  tha  6rat  unripe  and 
bitter  fruit. 

Six  weeks  after  thv  pn-«enLilion  of  tlm  addrocs, 
on  the  Slftt  of  May,  1793,  Ilenriot  stormed  the 
TuileriM,  nnd  the  Giroiidisti  Miccumbed  to  tlia 
Moiinlain.  which,  tike  an  avnUndio,  rolled  down 
upon  and  cnihhec)  them.  Several  of  the  Ginm- 
ditta  6cd  firM  lo  Evreux,  and  afierwatda  to  Ctao, 
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where  General  Wimpfpn,  then  conimnndnnt  of  ihe 
coasbi  of  ihc  riinnitc),  orgnniMit  the  Girondist  in- 
»urr«ctioii,  vhlch  was  finally  quelled  b}-  the  battle 
of  Vernon. 

Charlotte  Corday  had  meanvrhilc  avenfra.'d  ttte 
Girondists  on  MaraL  Fnlcdccn^  (hat  this  blood- 
thinty  fuoalic  should  not  quit  the  stage  unpunished, 
and  a  delicate  fetnate  was  the  im.Iruna'nt  choteo 
t»  excciilc  the  sentence.  The  dt-ml  tiwlf,  how. 
ever,  served  only  to  confirm  ui  old  maxim,  that  a 
political  murder  never  accompli&hes  llic  ubject  at 
which  the  iiiurdcror  aims;  and  that,  Irvm  Brutus 
to  Charlotte  Corday,  this  rule  has  not  found  ■ 
single  exception.  Miir«t's  death  only  facilitated 
tlw  victory  over  the  Girondist  iusurreclion,  for 
■nam i nation  diHarms  tJiv  courageous  man  of  lltat 
party  whidi  it  is  designed  to  benolit,  while  it 
irritates  and  incenses  those  against  whom  it  it 
directed ;  it  paralyses,  like  a  spell,  the  friends  of 
tlw  murderer,  and  in  a  fury  inciting  tl»e  emtnicfl 
of  the  lafter  to  revenge.  Never  was  the  reign  of 
terror  stronger  than  the  day  nHcr  ihe  death  of 
Marat.  In  this  very  deed  and  its  ooosequences 
might  be  seen  a  proof  of  the  necessity  at  that  time 
of  thu  system  of  termr,  aAer  the  hidi-utis  Maral, 
who  at  (irsl  ai)imstt.d  it  witli  his  brrath,  had  ceased 
to  live.  I'he  fate  of  the  human  race  depends  oD 
other  laws  than  t)>e  will,  the  caprice,  and  the  per- 
verMly  of  a  single  individual,  wheilier  lie  is  called 
Cesar,  Cliarlcmagne,  or  Napoleon :  for,  where  wa 
oAeu  imagine  that  we  perceive  the  will  of  man  onlyi 
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the  tye  of  the  inquirer  who  looks  deeper  disoov«n 
s  higher  law,  which  the  herxv  a  creature  of  acci- 
dent—lik«  Napoleon,  for  insunci',  bcgionin);  at 
•chool,  and  finiNtiing  \m  career  chuincd  to  a  rock 
amidst  tlie  wide  ocean— unconsciously  obeyi. 

Noivriihstandin^  the  way  in  which  the  people  of 
Caen  tiod  &upporied  the  Gironditt  initurrection,  that 
city  witnetaed  no  i-xwulionft  during  thi-  reign  of 
IcfTOf.  The  then  rulers  of  France  were  prohiiUiy 
too  well  acquainted  with  the  people,  and  knew  that 
(he  Nurninn  miiv  )io  conquered,  not  siitxlued ;  and 
beiidc«,  Kolx-spicrre  and  his  adherents  meant  only 
to  Mrike  [he  beads,  and  lefl  the  tingiuuded  flock 
in  quiet. 

That  the  Normans,  and  especially  the  {wople  ot 
Caen,  an  not  (o  be  affronted  with  impunity,  they 
once  shewed,  liy  a  lc*son  wiiii-h  llicy  gave  to  the 
aoldierK  of  Najxileon.  In  18iK>,  an  officer  <»f  the 
43d  draiUbngade,  then  quartered  at  Caen,  insulted 
a  citizen  ;  the  peopli>  look  the  part  of  the  laller,  and 
drove  the  lroi>ps  out  of  ttw  city. 

I  Mibjotn  one  more  inoideni,  which,  in  ita 
romantic  turn,  proves  aa  clearly  a«  pouible  the 
manly  spirit  and  the  Ki-nKc  of  right  which  ani- 
mated the  N'ornuns,  even  in  oppobiiion  to  (he  rule 
o(  Nupulcon. 

An  rmigTHnt,  named  DaM;hi.T,  wi»  in  Normandy 
in  1810.  The  police  knew  thnt  he  was  intriguing 
in  the  province  in  favour  of  the  royal  family,  and 
oftV-rrd  a  considerable  reward  for  hiii  appreheniinn. 
Dascher  came  to  Caen,  inteiMling  to  cmluiric  there 
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Tor  Knglnnd,  and  found  an  Mylum  with  a  Madune 
de  Vaubodoii,  who  had  nqunndiTcd  Ucr  proptTty  ia 
extrjvagsncr.  Tho  police  soon  discovered  that 
Diischor  iras  concealed  in  her  bouse,  and  offered 
her  a  sum  of  money  to  pay  her  <Il-))U,  and  a  ]>cn- 
»ioi)  for  life,  tf  «hc  would  deliver  him  up  Tlic 
Iwrgain  was  struck,  and  she  led  her  prot£g^, 
upon  ihc  pretext  thai  he  might  embark  at  Luc, 
into  a  ndghbouring  woo«l,  where  the  ngeni*  of 
the  police  fell  upon  and  murdered  him.  The 
leader  of  this  expedition,  named  Toisson,  was 
prcgeoted  wiih  the  rame  order  that  Napoleon  wore 
M  lus  boaom,  aiid  that  fu  called  the  croaa  of 
honour.  Such  was  the  reward  bestowed  by  the 
hero  of  a  hundred  battles.'  But  th«  Nomiana, 
though  then  n)uch  attached  to  Napoleoti,  enter- 
tained different  sentiments.  'I'he  conduct  of  Vau- 
badun  in  the  iilfaif  l)ecain«>  public,  and  when,  ■ 
few  diiyx  aft>Twnrd»,  whc  nppi-nrod  flaunting  in  a 
red  dress  at  the  ihetiire,  the  indignation  of  the 
audience  was  not  to  be  repressed,  and  from  all 
quarter*  (mjceeded  »liout»  of  "  A  bos  la  robe 
rouge '.  k  ba>  la  robe  du  sang  ["  The  people 
InxAe  open  the  door  o4'  her  boot,  and  tore  the 
obnoxiou*  ;>iirn)nit  from  her  bock.  Nothing  but 
the  interference  of  the  police  prevented  the  sum- 
mary infliction  of  a  milder  punishmeot  iJian  actually 
awaiml  hrr.  From  that  Ikiut  she  became  a  muniac, 
and  paid  tho  p«nally  of  her  Diisdeed  in  a  cell  iu 
the  madhouse  of  Caen. 
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CHAPTER  XIX. 

Clikr«cter  of  the  [Voplc— Esuiie  Aniwcn— CanHan  of  tba 
Norman*  in  making  promlapt— (^auit  ol  llili  m*rr« — li> 
tlgiou*  Oianctpr  aicrlbed  In  the  Nomana — Afxilncy  for  thl* 
propmtitjr — !^int(in|;  unutual  In  t-owtr  Normuidy — Bhfmed 
Plutanlnsi  of  the  Fiilierfnen — CiJirr:  iU  vRiKl* — AnccilotM 
lllottwii*  of  ths  Chanctct  ot  tlm  prople. 


Calling  one  day  on  Monncur  F— — ,  I  found 
him  engaged  in  a  dialogue  with  his  Bcrvuit.  Tho 
subject  of  it  waA  a  va.iL-  wlitcli  hud  been  broketu 

"  Huvo  you  broken  this  vase  f " 

"  What  do  you  think,  rir  ?" 

*'  Has  any  one  been  in  the  room  beaidea  your- 
self?" 

"  Not  thai  I  know  of." 

"  Did  you  lock  ibe  door  wlieo  you  left  it?" 

**  I  aiii  in  the  Itabit  uf  duing  so." 

"  Did  the  cat  get  into  the  room?" 

'•  I  believe  not." 

**  How  comes  it  to  be  broken,  then  f" 

"  I  cannot  telL" 

"  Have  you  been  dusting  the  room  f" 

"  I  do  that  every  morning  while  you  are  at 
breakfau." 
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'*  Perhaps  you  threw  U  dowa  iheo  rrom  tha 
inanlelpufcv  ?" 

"  I  havt  not  touclied  it." 

My  friend  looked  at  Die  impatientlvi  sod  put  ao 
end  Id  the  fxaiiiiiiaiiuii.  All  tiiew  liulf  L-vasive  an- 
titen  app<.-«rcd  to  mo  Btnhin);  proof*  of  ihc  poor 
fellow's  guilt.  No  sooner  had  he  hU  the  roam  than 
I  communicated  my  opnioit  to  liU  muslrr,  knowing 
that  on  Acddoiit,  i-ven  though  uming  frnm  awk- 
wardness, could  not  be  atlcodcd  with  uny  scrioua 
consequences  for  the  servant,   who   was  the    most 

faithful  creulure  in  the   wnrld.     F ,  however, 

MRUrcd  mc  that  I  wus  mistaken,  and  that,  in  spitv 
of  his  cva^ii'O  answi^rs,  the  man  was  innocent. 
**  Vuti  are  not  wi-il  acquainted,"  Bai<l  he,  "  with 
our  people  in  Lower  Normandy" — the  dapartmeota 
of  Calvados,  I'Oniv,  and  la  Mai>cli«  foriit  Lower 
Normnndy,  those  of  La  Seine  inferieure  and  I'Eure 
Upper  Normandy — -"othemifte  these  ai»wi>rs  would 
out  strike  you.  It  is  more  than  a  more  proverb 
that  the  Norman  never  say*  ni  wr,  ni  netmi— 
eitlierycsor  no." 

Since  my  attention  was  directed  to  the  subject,  I 
have  ol\cQ  found  the  proverb  veriliod.  It  u  on 
old  observation,  fur  centuries  ago  the  Nomian 
•eema  to  have  been  etjuidly  rclucUnt  to  give  a 
direct  answer.  The  abbi.'  Uivi^re,  iu  hts  "Eloga 
des  N'orMiands,"  (Paris  1T-I4)  thus  cspretMS  him- 
self ii[)on  this  ]K>tiit.  "  Where  is  thi-ro  tc  be  Ibund 
grcala  love  uf  trutli  than  amo«f  tht»o  people? 
They  are  so  fearful  of  telling  a  lie,  they  have  such 
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ui  abhorrence  uftliU fault,  tliat  they  will  not  veiilure 
to  My  ciiliM-  yea  or  no,  when  you  want  them  posi- 
tively to  assert  or  to  deny  suni<^hing.  Tliey  employ 
certain  circunttocu  linns  in  oriUrr  to  cvAtle  doing 
either  one  or  th«  other.  This  has  drawn  upon 
them  the  chafiu:ier  of  linn,  and  cuuwd  tlwin  to  be 
decried  ns  people  who  arc  prone  to  break  thar 
word.  But  those  who  thus  traduce  them  have 
certainly  not  taken  notice  thnt  they  never  promioe 
to  do  a  thin;;,  but  tnori'ly  my  (hat  thi-y  can  or  can- 
not  do  it ;  in  omitting  to  do  it,  thcr^rore,  they 
break  no  engagement,  as  they  have  given  no  posi- 
tive proniiac.  Thu>,  inuviu)  of  treating  them  as 
liars,  we  ought  rather  to  atlmire  their  caution  and 
th^r  shyness  of  any  untruth  whatever." 

To  pfvvent  miiounception,  I  must  add  at  onoe 
thlt  this  eloge  is  not  a  satire,  hut  meant  in  pcrrcci 
Mrneit.  On  the  whole,  howewr,  the  notion  of  the 
good  abb^  may  be  based  on  truth ;  for  whoever 
would  confine  himself  strictly  to  tlic  truth  □>ust 
indeed  Mrikc  the  words  yeg  and  no  out  of  his  die- 
tionary.  The  Norman  is  in  general  a  lover  of  truth, 
•nd  thin  quality  miiy  certainly  hsvc  itA  iihare  in  his 
profound  and  irrraisliblt*  nvenion  to  yef  anil  no. 

But  the  history  of  Normandy  sufRdently  ac- 
oountx  for  this  re*erve.  From  the  moment  that  the 
tTKt  of  country  now  calico)  Normandy  >b  mentioned 
in  tlie  annal«  of  history,  we  find  the  tnliahitaiiu  lor 
a  thousand  years  and  more  under  the  iron  yoke  of  ■ 
foreign  conquenn-.  Cwr  Ird  thit)»er  his  legiooai 
the  Saxons  hail  bi-en  there  before  him,  and  they 
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followed  him,  After  lliein  came  the  Fntoks  then 
the  Normans,  aiid  when  the  Normans  had  con- 
quered EnglitiK),  itic  Enj^liiih  utm«  in  their  turn 
and  conqucruil  Normundy.  This  incessant  changv 
ma;  account  lor  the  caution  of  the  Nonnans  in 
their  expressions.  The  juvenile  impre«i)ons  of 
nations  arc  [wrmaiicnt.  But  the  most  grieroua 
curw  for  Normandy  was  that  which  Wlllijm  the 
Conqueror  brought  upon  it  by  his  expedition 
agajniit  England.  To  the  Nominns  who  emigrated 
to  that  country,  plunder  and  rot)b<Ty  became  ■ 
aecond  nature.  The  petty  lords  look  example  from 
tbdr  graut  leader,  and  when  England  afforded  no 
more  food  for  iheir  ni|iucity,  they  caiiio  hock  to 
their  native  country  to  pFadiso  the  lesson  which 
they  had  there  learned.  Not  only  the  blood  spilt 
in  (he  cunqucst  calls  for  vengeanee  upon  iheooo- 
queror,  but  that  also  whtcli  is  .ihed  in  consequence 
odT  it.  Nature,  as  well  as  history,  sltows  us  that 
•he  haa  a  law  which  decrees  that  robbers  •.hall  tear 
one  another  in  pieces  on  account  nf  ihe  ]>lunder: 
that  tlic  sonif  of  conquerors— the  greatest  pest  that 
can  afflict  humanity — destroy  each  other.  The 
generals  of  Alexander,  the  sons  of  ChoHemagne, 
those  of  VViirMin  tlie  Conquerur,  obeyed  this  fear- 
ful law  of  fate,  of  universal  justice.  The  conquest 
itself  may  be  beneficial  for  the  future,  like  the  pes- 
tilence, which  purified  the  air  but  is  nevertbdcH 
ttie  pestilence.  Conquest  is  in  general  attended 
with  this  itnn>cdiate  cooseqtience,  that  the  aasstonta 
of  the  conqueror,  the  moment    they   are  irlnwirt 
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bum  the  curb  of  his  ttrung  hand,  fall  fuul  of  one 
anolh«r,  to  conlioue  ntnong  tlK-iiikcIvi^  ihiit  purl 
which  they  uw  their  lord  and  mailer  )>vrf^)riii. 
Normandy  is  an  evidence  of  this  truth,  and  for 
nearly  a  century  after  Willimn  (h<;  CunquLfor's 
dcuth,  alnio«t  incessant  war  was  wngnl  between  Ms 
sons  and  those  of  his  companions  in  armi. 

All  thi&  uould  not  be  without  inRut'iice  on  tlte 
character  of  the  |>eo|)le,  an<)  rurnishes  a  nutural  ex> 
planation  of  that  which  at  first  sight  uppeun  strange. 
The  people  were  obliged  to  be  grave,  reserved,  and 
cautious,  fur  they  were  wretched.  They  could  not 
help  bcconiii\K  niiatrustful ;  they  had  none  in  whuoi 
they  could  conGde.  The  inhabitants  of  the  incan««t 
village  were  split  into  parlies,  and  n  plain  yea  lo 
the  iimplest  question  might  be  n  crime  in  the  eyes 
of  him  by  whom  it  was  aaked.  Whi-n  the  Romans 
came,  it  was  dangerous  tu  refdy  in  the  affirmative 
to  the  question :  "  Arc  you  u  Giiul  ?"  Under  the 
Saxons  and  Nonnans  the  state  of  tilings  was  much 
the  same.  Wheu  England  ruled  Normandy,  and 
contested  tJie  poMes»ion  of  it  with  France,  the  Nur- 
man  no  longer  Lncw  whether  he  ought  to  cdll  him- 
self Norman,  French,  or  English.  During  the 
civil  wars,  or  rethcr  the  var*  of  the  nobles,  in 
which  tlic  Inltcr  chastistxl  the  jR'ople  whenever 
they  meant  to  fly  in  the  face  of  the  sovereign,  in 
the  wars  of  the  Huguenots,  in  short,  a  direct  answer 
to  a  siniplc  question  was  frequently  liable  lo  put 
life  in  peril ;  for  it  might  coniraunicale  welcome 
information  to  the  inquirer,  the  spy,  and  a»l  the 
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poor  peasant  hit  life  for  bctnying  hia  lord  or  biiif* 
aelf,  he  knew  not  how.  I  cannot  help  thiiikii^  tliat 
the  Nonnaiu  have  gone  liirough  a  schotJ,  in  which 
ther  muM  |)crforce  hnvv  Icurnni  cnution.  reterwe, 
snd  riintniri.  In  Caen,  this  jmIousj  is  Mill  carried 
so  far  that  most  uf  the  citizeos  make  real  Uatc 
Eccreta  of  their  family  sffurs;  unci  it  ia  only  with 
extreme  precaution  thui  they  nfiord  n  peep  at  them 
to  any  one  noi  belonging  to  the  houxr. 

I  ascribe  10  the  aame  circumstances  the  grounds 
for  the  popular  notion  which  roprcMuiti  the  Nor- 
mans ns  fond  of  lawsuits.  Conquest  ofiUvirreiKtas 
the  idea  of  pro|x'rty  unwtlled  ;  fur  no  one  iben 
knowa  whelher  that  which  belonged  to  him  Ji-sler- 
day  he  can  to-day  call  his  own.  It  must  further 
be  considen-d  ihnt  ihe  wars  of  the  nobleti  and  t)ic 
prissts  pcr|)('tuaicd  in  Normandy  the  lime»»f  the 
conquest.  The  peaaant  was  the  weaker  party  :  be 
had  iM  weapon  but  his  right,  no  shield  but  tlie 
court  of  justice;  and  mntlter  the  conquest  nor  ovan 
internal  wars  were  able  uucrly  to  dmroy  the  Ger* 
man  inttitotiuns.  ibe  citurte,  and  e«pecial)y  the 
Ethiijuler.  'J'Iiuh  (lie  pcaitani  had  nothing  Irfi  hut 
thin  last  proU-ctian,  and  he  ncquiretl  the  liabit  of 
appealing  to  it  whenever  he  fell  his  weakness.  We 
must,  moreover,  bear  in  mind  that  the  Norman  luul 
a  luilionul  jurisprudence,  ihiit  he  himself  jmniounccd 
the  verdict,  and  iiiust  llierefure  havf  lieen  ocijuaintcd 
«ri(h  the  laws  tit  onler  to  account  10  ourselves  for 
the  manner  in  which  he  acquired  ihe  characler  of 
litigious.     In  all  oilier  parts  of  France  there  was 
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DO  law  for  ibe  peasaut,  and  of  course  Itv  could  not 
oommence  auiu  agaioal  Uie  clerg;y  and  ihe  noUloe. 
But  tlicM:  clos^eii  found  in  Nunnaody  a  people  urliich 
defcftdcd  ilscir  when  miy  aileaipl  was  nuule  to 
wrong  it,  nnd  fur  thin  rviUKin  atunc  llicy  called  h 
litigious.  Thtt  was  nniunl.  The  DtatiitUa  of 
tlic  odministraUon  ofjuiticr  shon  that  the  Nor* 
nan  provinces  are  by  do  means  Ihoae  in  whidi 
most  Uwiuiu  are  carried  ou  ;  thuugli,  in  a  cuuntry 
•0  highly  cultivated,  and  tl»  aeot  of  all  powibfe 
branchv*  urindiiMry,  intL-reitx  inuKt  datih  more  than 
elscwlicrct  and  of  courH.-  nfTurd  nbtindani  wutMiKi* 
for  lawsuits. 

All  this,  however,  could  not  alter  rbc  notion  lo 
firmly  mabliahed  in  France  as  tu  have  become  pro- 
vrrbtal,  and  thut  the  Norman  i«  and  will  amiinur 
to  be  di-cricd  as  prtxctncr.  The  panrgyri**  of 
Normandy  adverts  to  this  subject  alto,  and  it  'n 
•mutiag  to  liHten  to  him.  "  Theae  pt^ptc,  yoti  will 
myt  muM  be  uiRliciouH  and  quarrelsunie  in  the  liigb- 
cot  degree,  tinctt  tlicj  are  so  fully  occupied  in  leiiling  ■ 
their  differences  and  htigations.  Say,  on  the  can-  ^ 
trary,  Uiat  iliey  have  an  unbounded  attachment  to  i 

jitMtci; ;  and  if  ibey  go  to  law  with  their  fellow.  S 
citbccns  for  what  in  otlier  cuuniries  may  l>e  coo- 
■deml  B  trifle,  tl>c  cnutv  is  ctfruinly  not  diflicult  to 
be  discovered.  It  is  this,  tlul  iheie  Cati»  of  Nor* 
maody  regard  ibe  smallest  &ults  as  cupiial  crimoa 
which  are  not  to  be  atoned  for,  and  do  not  feci  cosy 
in  Itunr  roDfvii'nce  if  ihey  do  not  denounce  those 
who  commit  them,  if  tbey  do  not  watch  all  their 
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stepAsnd  aclions,  nav,eveo  tempi  and  try  ihrtn  now 
atid  ih«n  by  involving  them  iu  petty  quarrels. 
Have  nn(  the  Nunnanx  bc><.-n  n^giinled  lu  iiitolenibly 
litigious,  and  fecking  only  <)uarrel«  and  tuita  f 
Hiivo  ihey  not  bcrn  conwclcretl  nmoiig  all  ilie  pwiple 
who  surround  thctn  as  a  public  pent  ?  Have  itu-y 
not  been  treated  as  false  wiinesscaand  cslumnialura, 
vhile  their  only  object  uns  to  help  others  to  atuin 
the  Mime  iniprovi-HKHl  ut  which  they  have  arrived 
ihemtclvi-si*  What  n  nice  avntc  ofjiitlice  in  their 
mode  of  [m)on>ding !  Thpy  summon  their  fellow- 
citiien  before  the  Judge,  for  itntaiKe,  sonietimes  on 
account  of  a  trifling  aRVont  ocx-oiioned  by  a  slight 
gust  of  (>BU>i(Hi  ;  soDietimen  oil  nccouDt  of  a  piece  of 
ground  whidi  a  crafty  neigtibour  has  taken  pu«ae«- 
ston  of ;  at  oiIhtm  un  nccoiint  of  on  inconsidrmble 
(lanuige  done  by  on  irrational  animal  to  oite  of  tlietr 
flclds,  and  fur  ■  tbousand  similar  and  equally  iriTial 
matters.  They  keep  their  advocates  occupied  for 
years  together :  whole  reums  of  paper  can  icar«ely 
hold  the  writings  beloitging  to  their  suits;  and 
wliereforv  ull  ibcw  painn  and  ex)KtKec,  if  not  th« 
CMiaequrncee  uf  tln-ir  lovv  of  or«ler  and  justice,  for 
which  lliey  not  only  spare  nothing,  hut  even  sarrt- 
6ce  all  ihey  have  in  the  world,  presuppo«ng  that 
juuioe  is  honestly  administered  ?  " 

Bravo!  that  I  call  making  u  virtue  of  necewity. 
The  g<io(l  ubbi^  might  himself  serve  fur  a  moat 
Rthkitig  proof  of  the  litigiousom  of  tlwr  NortDana, 
for  He  is,  a»  "t  tiavc  »cvn,  an  excellent  nilvncale  of 
«  iksficrately  bud  cniite,  and  thus  a  <Umoiutralio  ad 
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ecvJot  of  this  peculinrity  of  llui  liunnt  Noniinn*, 
who  have  be«n  hunied  (or  tliri.-t:  thousand  years  by 
all  RoriK  of  dogs.  TIil-  abbii  goes  on  and  sayK  :  "  It 
is  not  pofiiible  to  calch  tliem  in  a  trap ;  and  if  they 
never  cheat  any  body,  ncitl>er  do  tlii-y  ever  HuSer 
others  to  cheat  them,"  Here  it  ani»t  be  mofrtaed 
that  he  is  quii«  hghi,  and  that  it  it  extinni-ly  diffi- 
coli  to  trk'k  a  Normini,  fur  he  hsxn  been  brought  up 
in  «  st-vcre  »dioo],  by  wlitct)  liw  win  have be«n  sharp- 
«n«d.  One  can  scarerly  help  wundenii^  that,  nul- 
wilbstaflding  ihU  diMrijiline,  he  has  not  lust  his 
goodnature,  lii.«  iiitrgrity,  atid  his  buoyant  spirits. 

Ill  tlw  environs  of  Caen  tlic  fieiuant  is  more  grave 
than  in  any  other  part  of  I^owvr  Nurmnndy.  The 
dcvrcasing  prosperity  i>f  the  country  suflicieittly 
acGOUOIs  for  this  phenomenon.  Here  you  rarely 
hear  a  song,  and  a»  rarely  sec  tlie  count  ry<))eople 
dancing.  A  pojiuUr  custoiu,  which  I  obscrvrfl 
•rvvrai  limes  in  the  evening,  appraivd  to  ine  a  proof 
that  forrnerly  the  people  of  Cuen  were  fuitd  of  ning- 
ing  and  mirth  as  wtrll  as  their  northern  consan- 
guitieoiK  nti^hbours.  In  nprtng,  cuuntleM  shoals 
of  oitiall  lish,  culled  la  moule,  ascend  iho  Onie. 
Both  banks  of  the  river  arc  then  a  acme  of  bustle 
tti  the  evening.  The  fiiihcrmeii  rcpiiir  thither,  each 
provided  Kiih  a  lantern,  which  ihcy  hold  over  the 
water,  and,  enticing  the  fish  tu  the  surfuce  by  tlie 
light,  they  cuteh  them  in  that  manner.  MereJy  as 
a  picturesque  M:e»e,  this  custom  was  sufficiently 
interesting  to  me.  But  I  soon  percnvvd  ilutl  these 
4>eople  calk-d  touncaiioilierin  tlu;d[irk,and8eemetl 
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Co  be  convening  lof^her.  Wben  onoe  ny  «Ueo> 
lion  wax  drawn  tu  iIm'kc  vunuu*  dia]of;tint,  I  liatened 
10  ihcm  more  cloK-ly,  and  (lira  licard  tliat  the  bd- 
B«-er  invariably  rhymed  to  the  qucidutt.  and  ihal  in 
this  ti)anner  ihc  fishermiii  bandied  rhymed  plea- 
•untriii^,  kceii  wiuiciMna,  and  cwii  abu*e  and  ooa- 
tumrly,  from  bonk  lo  bank.  To  hold  ihi*  kind  uf 
dialogue  is  cnllnl  tenffticuUr,  tojaw  onr  nnntber  ; 
and  I  wys  informed  by  natives  tiiat  it  is  ciutnnuiry 
on  other  oocakioos,  &uch  as  cntain  Uboura  in  tbc 
Add*  und  woodn.  I  lidieve  I  am  not  far  wrong  in 
■upfMsinjf  ihis  praciici;  Ui  be  akin  to  the  Tyrul«»e 
and  Swiss  alternate  songs,  bikI  in  concluding  that, 
iu  fumier  times,  beforv  this  aiurdy  race  became 
morally  nnd  |ihyt>ii'itlly  deteriorated  by  war,  cal** 
mity,  utd  diiirtv*.  (be  Nomisns,  inotend  of  Jawing 
one  another,  ung  thrir  songs,  bk  is  Htill  the  caae 
here  and  (here  in  Germany,  in  Sweden,  in  Switser- 
laod,  and  in  the  Tyrol.  Nations  and  tbeir  cbane- 
Un  liBVC  (heir  ruins,  and  (hia  engvenUr  is  surely 
one  of  them,  which  atteHta  the  ancient  joyousnent  at 
the  Lower  NormanM,  who  now  are  oflm  ao  ex- 
Iremoly  grave. 

The  Norman  is  peaceable  and  boneet,  brave  at»d 
hardy,  bold  and  resolute.  But  you  frcqucnily  see 
all  tbne  qualities  degencrnte,  es|ieeially  when  ibe 
eider  has  been  pushed  about  too  bri«kly.  Thia 
beverage,  so  innocent  at  firat  sight,  is  deceptive  and 
misdiievous,  like  the  Norman  himseir  somctiniea. 
Inioxicabon  with  cider  i«  more  dangerous  than  with 
wine,  beer,  or  even  with  ardeni  apiriu ;  fur  it  tuma 
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men  inin  wild  beasts,  and  makes  them  irritadle  and 
quMnvinomc ;  it  in  ihert-fure  no  onctimmon  thing  thtt 
•t  a  drinkind  boiH  wlK■TI^  the  drfcr  tiiw  been  dcall 
out  libefolly,  sttme  of  tlic  parly  have  fractured 
Kalis  or  broken  arm*,  or  at  least  black  eve",  to  carry 
home  with  them.  *'  Tell  me  what  company  you 
keep,  and  [  will  tell  you  who  you  arc,"  iit  an  adagv 
that  may  often  Iw  true ;  but  e<|ually  trne  is  thn 
aaying,  "Tell  mc  what  you  drink,  and  I  will  tell 
you  who  you  are." 

As  Caen  ii  ihi-  capital,  and,  as  it  were,  the  repre- 
amtaiive  of  Lower  Normandy,  I  will  subjoin  twocr 
ibree  ancodoua,  which  ore,  perhaps,  better  adapted 
ihan  any  reavming  to  ehjinictense  ilie  people  of  that 
country. 

In  the  fir«l  placr,  here  is  an  instance  of  the  fond- 
tma  for  lawsuits  and  chicanery,  as  it  is  customary  to 
charge  the  Lower  Normans  with  that  propentiity. 
The  circumstance  happened  not  long  ago.  A  vil- 
lage prieai  bruuglil  his  choriolcr  bi-forc  a  court  of 
juitice  OB  ihc  following  charge :  "  My  chorister  n 
•Xircmcly  ambitious  and  wiHbr«  to  have  every  thing 
hti  own  way.  In  consttpicnoc  of  a  dispute  between 
bfan  aod  mc,  occoaioned  by  his  ambitious  pretensions 
and  hi«  obstinncy,  I  forlxule  him  in  future  to  sing  or 
even  to  appear  in  the  chorisii-r's  chair.  But  this 
ofaatinate  fellow,  caring  not  tlie  lean  for  my  prabU 
bitton,  told  me  that  he  was  determined  to  sing  in 
•pile  of  my  teeth  ;  oitd  next  Sunday,  during  the 
oAcc  totemna  majiu,  he  seixed  the  chorister's  dioir 
■nd  dapped  himself  down  in  it,  at  though  he  were 
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lord  ui<)  niatier  there.  Am  I  wuutd  not  make  anj 
dUturbanoc  nl  ihr  tnoim-nt,  1  xiffcred  him  lu  aeeajty 
the  chair  as  UFiiaii  but  i\uii  umbiiious,  obxtinaWi 
•nd  malicious  ^nger,  impelled  by  a  fccJinf;  of  re< 
*eiige,  pitched  the  ringing  in  a  faUe  key,  and  tntally 
upMt  mine.  This  act  of  treachery  produced  the 
grentetii  effect :  every  body  laughed,  and  1  vu 
forced  to  Mop  and  begin  ngnin  in  the  right  key ;  and 
I  call  upon  the  court  to  award  puni&hiiient  for  the 
aSrnni  offered  me  before  all  my  parishioners."  It 
is  difficult  to  say  who  vm  in  fault  iKfe,  whether  the 
priest,  or  the  singer,  who  was  a  I^wcr  Noraian  i 
[terhaps  both. 

Another  ciicumstancc,  which  likewise  occurred 
of  late  years,  is  a  proof  of  the  cunning  of  the  Lower 
Normans.  A  butcher  of  Caen  had  bought  a  calf 
of  a  cattlc-jublK-r  in  the  environn.  Half  a  galluo 
of  cider  was  to  clendi  the  bargain,  attd  the  butcher 
jocosely  nbscfvnl  in  conversation,  among  other 
tbiogs,  that  he  meant  to  smuggle  the  calf  into  the 
town  io  broad  daylight,  and  to  past  the  octroi 
publicly,  without  paying.  The  cattle-dealer  de> 
dared  this  to  \yt  impossible,  and  a  wngcr  was  accord- 
ingly  laid  between  him  aod  the  butcher,  who  merely 
made  titis  condition,  that  he  slviuld  lend  him  his 
dc^  for  half  an  liour.  He  put  iIh-  dog  into  a  large 
stick,  which  he  threw  over  his  shoulder,  and  away 
he  trudged  to  the  dty.  On  reaching  the  Octroi, 
he  declared  that  he  had  nothing  to  pay,  as  there 
was  only  a  dog  in  ilie  sack,  which  he  had  just 
bought  and  abut  up  that  he  might  not  find  his  way 
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back  to  his  former  tnaiuer.  The  ojficm  of  (he 
Octroi  would  not  uke  his  Etory  on  trusl,  and  in- 
niied  an  Hcdng  ih«  <l<^.  The  hutclKT  was  there- 
fore ohlign)  to  npcn  liU  sack,  and  ihL-  dug  ituiurally 
availed  himwlf  of  the  opixiriuniiy  lo  run  awtiy. 
Off  Kampcrcd  the  bulchiT  nfivr  him,  Kolding  nnd 
■wearing  all  the  way.  In  a  c|uarter  of  an  hour, 
be  was  again  at  the  Octroit  wiih  ihc  sack  on  his 
■houldvr  a»  before.  "  You  have  given  me  a  ptvuy 
chflK,**  Kid  he,  pc«vitih)y.  Next  day  he  invited  ilic 
officers  to  partake  of  a  veal  cuilel,  with  which, 
having  »uo  the  wager,  lie  treated  them  and  the 
cattle-dealer.  * 

The  following  anecdote  ii  uf  alder  date,  but  not 
IcM  characi^-fi«tic.  Loui«  WI.,  in  hit  journey 
through  Normandy,  heard  a  peasant  in  the  iiivironx 
of  Caen  singing  a  jovial  popular  song,  and  was  iw> 
pleased  with  it  that  when  it  was  finished  he  cried, 
BU!  bit!  The  pea^nt  inquired  what  that  meant, 
and  was  told  that  it  signified  again,  or  onee  more. 
Accordingly,  lie  sang  the  song  a  second  time,  on 
which  the  king  gave  him  a  piece  of  gold.  The 
pconnt  cried  Bit  I  bis !  an<l  wc»uld  prubalily  have 
rrpeaU-d  ih«  cry,  ififac  king,  laughing  heartily,  and 
giving  him  a  leoaiid  piece  of  moneyt  had  not  said, 
Jntzl  anatx! 

Another  anecdote,  though  of  a  graver  kind,  ja 
chBracteiislic  of  the  acuicness  and  quick  rrotlvc  of 
the  Normans.  The  crew  of  a  ship  had,  during  a 
tremendous  siomi,  escaped  from  it  in  the  long  boat. 
The  pnivisions  were  soon  consumed,  and  hunger 
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impellctd  ihc  seamen  to  cast  lots  vrliich  at  thcvn 
should  die  lo  prolonjt  the  lives  of  the  rest.  Th« 
lot  fell  upon  a  Norman,  who  immediately  rose,  and 
with  an  oar  fluttered  the  toull  of  another  Kamon, 
coolly  Miying  tlial  they  niu«t  finl  oat  iip  ihvir  dead 
comrude,  itml  it  wgtild  l>c  htn  turn  next. 

All  thne  anccdotM  relate  to  peraons  of  the  lowrr 
dsM,  and  I  think  tliat  they  may  acrre  to  relieve 
roe  from  the  nece«aity  of  entering  upon  funher 
tUugirations  of  the  character  of  the  Lower  Nonnana. 
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CHAPTEB  XX. 

Lwrnwd  S'H.'iallM  in  Cmo  — Bemutu  cm  (he  Socwlr  of  Antl- 
quiriM— DcpcnilRno'Af  [ha  Pn^vincrMm  Pktitin  ruguil  tilth* 
Art*  uiil  llcii'ncci  —  Rffoitu  of  M.  tic  Cauniont  and  HI.  l-air  — 
Soiree  lt>**n  m  honmif  of  tho  l*tti>r— Nowi|>t|>vr*  and  StUc  <f 
PirtiMiii  C««n  —  Uiiiiflttiiy  —  Otncuriljr  of  th«  ProtaMOn— 
Stivlmt*  —  l*ublic  [iLitrucban  —  OrgtiHutiDo  of  ihe  RajTal 
Ccdieg*  —  Stdclurvn  nn  i'lililic  KHuntion  —  Pn^rpu  u(  Scleo- 
UfieBrloMtiaa— State  of  Mnilol  Scleaea  In  Norniand; — COD- 
Mmult*  do  U  Mu*u|u«. 


Cakm  was  formerly  cntlod  /a  vifte  de  sapitnee, 
and  1  believe  that  it  fitill  deserves  the  name,  only 
with  this  differetice,  that,  wliereiu  former  limes  pnv 
duuecl  fvtuli.t,  Ht  iIm-  prv»cnt  day  all  i.s  confined  to 
•■{Hr&tioDR.  The  number  of  blprary  »oci(rti('!>  ti«re 
prove  that  there  are  people  enough  in  Caen  who 
lake  an  active  inifre«t  in  ih«  wiences.  Kver  since 
|65S  Ulc  dty  tuis  jMiMV*>4>d  an  "  Ai'iideiiiie  des 
Sciences,  Arts,  ct  Iklles  Lettree,"  which  only  sua. 
peiided  itH  labours  fur  a  time  during  the  revolution, 
but  rMuroed  ihtttn  in  1800.  Bi-nidt-.i  thi^  general 
•odrty,  there  nrc  Revcml  jmritcuhir  odl-^.  A 
''Sod^i^d' Agriculture  et  de  Commerce,"  established 
ia  1761,  was  diuulved  by  Ihe  rvvoluiion,  but  re- 
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vivcd  in  ISOl.  It  eodeavours,  by  tbe  publical'ion 
of  ilH  Archives,  which  circuUU'  chioHy  «rac>ng  en- 
lightciK-c)  coiintr}'-[Kx>plv,  by  cxhibiiioiu  of  nioQU- 
fncturcd  goodi,  aod  fcceiuly  by  hors«Micvs,  to 
cRect  iinpruvenicniA  in  agriculture,  cuminerce,  and 
th«  bri.'t-()ft  uf  cattlt^.  A  "  Soci«iv  de  M^ecioe," 
founded  in  1803,  likwUc  excites  m  far  w  lies  in  its 
powtr  a  Tiva]  for  the  Uudy  of  nmticinr,  since  1B25, 
by  mcRiis  of  prizcti.  A  "  }mcit:tv  Linnocnnc  dc  la 
Normandie,"  in«iitnied  in  18S3,  publi&hes  annually 
a  vuluini-  of  Mi-n>oins  and  titrivo*  in  \im  way  to 
dilTuec  a  tutlc  for  the  study  of  natural  history.  It 
numbers  thirty-five  nHMubere  and  two  hundred  and 
eighty  correal Mtulent^  Since  18S3,  Caen  baa 
had  also  u  "  Socit'la^-  d«»  Antic|Uaire9  dc  NonnaO' 
die,"  which  likewise  publishes,  from  lime  to  timet 
a  volume  of  Memoirs  containing  some  of  the  most 
learned  papers  on  the  anl)(|uiiie6  of  Normandy. 
I^astlvt  ill  1832,  an  "  AitsociiUton  Nomuiikde"  was 
toraxii  at  Caen.  *'The  object  of  the  Association 
Nonnandc,"  says  the  first  arucle  of  iu  statutes,  **  ia 
to  further  the  progress  of  pubhc  morality,  ele- 
mentary instruction,  industry,  ujjriculture,  maDU- 
factures,  and  commerce,  in  the  dcpartnienti  cdui- 
posing  the  former  province  of  Normandy.  It  will 
not  do  or  auihuriie  any  thing  that  is  contrary  to 
tlie  princi|>In  of  frertloin  of  iriule;  it  claims  tbo 
support  of  all  men  of  tnletit  Iiclonging  to  llie  pro* 
viiM.T,  and  will  feel  honoured  by  iheir  conimuDi- 
cations."  It  it  obvious  that  the  object  of  this 
institution  is  rather  [>liilanihrop«c  tliau  blerary.     In 
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1B34  il  published  an  "  AnnuniK  des  Cinq  DcpartC' 
inents  de  la  Nonoandit,"  in  which  are  to  be  found 
very  uwful  thingn  nmotif;  uilii.-n  too  erudite, 
perhapK,  for  thr  nature  of  ihc  society.  It  ■>  com- 
posed of  about  four  hundred  members,  who  pay  a 
yearly  coDtributioti  of  live  francs. 

It  would  lead  nie  too  far  if  t  were  to  enter  upon 
all  thv  poculiiirilicit  of  ihL'SC  dtfTercnt  societies;  I 
•hall  then-fore  confine  myself  to  s  few  general  ob- 
NTvatians,  One  of  the  most  important  of  Uiesc 
societies  is  that  of  the  antiquaries.  It  has  very 
lorned  and  very  iitduittrioui  tnenibers ;  but  there 
U  one  awkoard  circumstance  connected  with  an- 
tiquones  in  geni-rml.  I  once  rend  somewhere  tltat 
■bepherdfl,  by  continual  asmciatioD  with  the  objccu 
of  their  care,  ouiitract  somewhat  of  the  nature  of 
the  nhei-ji ;  and  the  unii<iuary  t*  ino»tly  in  the  like 
predleaTnciit.  He  burieN  himself  among  anlii|u)lic« 
till  he  involuntarily  becomes  himself  a  sort  of  social 
anuque,  so  encrusted  with  the  duat  and  dirt  of 
butidreds  and  thousands  of  years,  that  it  is  diffi- 
cult to  recoj^iiie  in  him  a  member  of  the  living 
gctwrntion.  To  this  clas*  ItcUtng  ihc  majority  of 
the  Nurman  antiquaries,  at  least  in  a  literary  pcunt 
of  view  ;  for,  in  company,  the  Frenchman  is  brisk, 
lively,  and  juvenile,  even  though  he  is  already 
Bianding  with  one  foot  in  the  grave  and  the  othi^ 
upon  a  ruin.  So  much  as  I  have  read  of  the  Me- 
moir*  of  tli«  Society  of  Anii>juariefl  of  Caen  goes 
no  further  than  this  to  give  to  a  stone,  a  wall,  a 
ditch,  an  old  coin,  an  importance,  which,  impartially 
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dea  deux  Mondes,*'  the  "  Revue  britUntiique,"  and 
other  periodicals  of  the  capital. 

The  oppressive,  the  demormlizing,  tendency  of 
this  state  is  fett  in  alt  the  prorinoes  of  Fraoce,  and 
in  all  parts  of  the  kingdom  the  most  distingtiiabed 
men  are  risiog  against  this  mental  despotism.  At 
Caen,  M.  de  Caumont  is  the  champion  of  provincial 
emancipation.  Very  eminent  as  an  archaeologiat, 
he  dedicates  his  fortune  and  his  time  to  scuence,  and 
especially  to  the  reform  of  the  provinces.  Still  is 
the  prime  of  life,  he  is  the  founder  of  most  of  tfaa 
literary  societies  recently  established  in  Caen.  It 
was  he  too  who  first  introduced  literary  congresses 
into  France.  At  his  instigation,  the  first  litetary 
congress  held  in  that  country  met  on  the  2<>th  of 
July,  1833,  in  Caen,  and  was  attended  by  upwards 
of  two  hundred  literary  and  scientific  men.  The 
second  congress  took  place  at  Poitiers,  a  third  at 
Douay,  and  it  is  possible  that  in  time  this  institution 
may  prove  beneficial  to  the  provinces,  but  its  in- 
fluence in  promoting  thnr  emancipation  waa  at  first 
scarcely  perceptible. 

The  best  antidote  to  pmson  is  pcnaon— that  is  to 
say,  against  the  centralisation  of  Paris  nothing  but 
a  firm  centralisation  in  the  provinces  can  lead  to  s 
happy  result.  This  experiment  has  not  yet  been 
tried  in  France.  People  feel  there  the  pressure  of 
tbecapital,  but  individuals  only  have  ever  attempted 
to  resist  it.  M.  de  Caumont  has  even  committed 
the  grand  mistake  of  founding  several  new  literafy 
societies  in  Caen,  instead  of  exerting  himself  to  get 
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considend,  tlH-y  «rc  vary  often  not  foum)  to  poMCtS, 
or  nhicli,  at  IpsHt,  ia  scnrcely  in  nny  tnsunvc  suffi- 
cient lojtutir)'  the  excliuiri;  devntion  of  itmc  nnd 
study  to  lti«  subject.  Muot  of  the  antiquarws  of 
Norroaiidy  kfc  btii  joumcymtm  in  the  icuinoei  I 
have  not  met  with  a  single  architect  amonf;  thcin  : 
and  thry  kpdi  as  yet  to  have  nc>  suspicion  whatc%-cr 
that  Dotbingcan  l>e  cnnatructnl  with  all  these  Moiws, 
Bod  iralU,  iiimI  (liich<4.  Upon  iIh-  whole,  I  admit, 
such  researches  arc  praiseworthy,  but  it  is  a  pity 
tltai  ih«y  should  be  considered  as  (he  main  point. 
Theisolatiun,  the dependcnee,  in  a  nord,  the  tni- 
nnrity,  in  which  Paris  onntrives  to  ke«p  ilte  pto> 
fiocct,  is  a^in  oftc  of  the  principal  cauK>s  of  iliis 
■U*  of  thing*.  Love  mu>i  be  returned  before  U 
becomes  a  truly  living  patsion.  So  too  the  kve  of 
•cieDoe:  that  also  requires  to  Iw  adinow)ed|ged, 
appreciated,  etKuuragcd,  mjuited ;  but  it  does 
not  fare  thus  in  the  provinces  In  France.  It  i* 
owing  to  eentratisntioii  that  Havre,  for  instanoe, 
though  only  <  ightccn  lengtics  from  Ctten,  has  scarcely 
BDy  tcimtific  intercourse  with  the  lalirr,  and  therr 
is  certainly  not  in  Havre  a  complete  set  of  all  those 
publications  of  the  literary  societies  of  Caen.  Some 
of  theiti  I  did  find  in  the  town-library :  and  when 
they  were  brought  to  nie,  I  had  to  cut  open  the 
virgin  leaves  with  the  paper-knife.  They  art 
scarcely  to  be  eeen,  indeed,  at  the  places  of  public 
reaorl,  tht-  cofrct--)iouM,-«,  and  reacling-nHiinn'tnCiten 
itaalf;  iboipgh  ihey  arc  obliged  to  provi<ie  thcau 
kItm  mtb  the  "  Kevue  de  raris,"  the  **  Bevuc 
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dc8  dciix  iMomio,*'  thv  "  Rcvuc  bniUuinique,"  and 
othe^r  )>eri(itl lulls  of  tli«  npitoJ. 

The  oppressive,  the  demoralizing,  tendency  of 
this  Mnto  is  felt  in  all  ihu  provinces  of  France,  and 
in  all  pans  of  the  kingdom  the  iiMv-t  ilimiitgui&hed 
men  are  riwiig  ngninsi  this  monml  i)c*puti>>ni.  At 
Caen^  M.  d<;  CauRiont  is  the  chunifnnn  uf  pruvinciul 
oiiiaiK-i{ialinti.  Vary  eminent  ns  an  archn>ologiatt 
he  deiticatc*  his  fortune  and  his  time  to  tcivnoe,  and 
npecialJy  to  the  reform  of  the  provinces.  Still  in 
the  prime  of  life,  he  is  the  ftniiidiT  of  mott  of  th« 
Uterary  vocHtict  reei-nily  csuiblithed  in  Cai-n.  It 
was  he  luo  who  first  iniroduceil  Ittarary  oongmsM 
into  Prance.  At  his  insii^lion,  the  lirst  literary 
cotigreis  held  iu  that  eouuiry  ini-t  on  the  Stllh  of 
July,  If&S,  in  Caon,  and  wm  attended  by  iipwnrdi 
of  two  hundred  literary  and  scientific  men.  The 
second  ccngre&s  tunk  pliii-e  at  Fuiiiers,  s  third  at 
Douay,  and  it  is  pOMsihle  that  in  lime  (his  instttuiioa 
may  (>rovv  beneficial  to  the  provinces,  btit  its  in* 
flucnce  in  prumoting  their  cmancipaiioo  wm  u  6nt 
scarcely  perceptible. 

The  best  antidote  to  firaiion  is  p<iison — thai  is  to 
say,  against  ihe  centrntisiilion  of  I'aris  nothing  but 
a  (inn  ocnlralisalion  in  the  pruvinres  can  lead  (o  • 
happy  result.  This  experiment  has  not  yet  been 
tried  in  Fraiice^  People  fed  then  t)ie  premire  of 
tbeciipiliil,  but  iniliviiluaU  <i«ily  hiivoevernttempli-d 
to  resist  it.  M.  de  Cnunioni  ban  even  cofnniiiled 
the  grand  mistake  of  founding  seveni  new  Ittvniry 
wciettes  in  Caen,  iastcod  of  exerting  himself  to  gn 
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all  diOBe  previously  existing  dusolved,  or  rather 
inelled  down  into  one.  If  Caeo  had  nne  large 
socirty  inMcnd  nf  livr  or  six,  nnd  that  onr  had  at 
iu  command  the  united  means  of  all,  it  might  verjr 
soon  attain  imporlaiicc,  and  ilirough  its  orguns  force 
ttsrif  into  notice  in  other  placrs.  This  would  be 
a  difficult  point  to  accomplish,  for  the  partition  of 
the  province;  has  called  into  existence  ihertr  a  outn- 
ber  of  inferior  authorities,  which  all  bow  with  the 
mott  Christian  liumiliiy  to  the  yoke  of  Pari*,  but 
an.*  up  in  nrmx  the  moment  any  institution,  or  any 
distinguished  man  in  the  provinces,  darea  to  oppoae 
their  omnipotence  in  their  petty  sphere.  Difficult, 
however,  as  the  remedy  may  be,  it  is  the  only  one; 
for  i>ol  till  tin-  province's  ihall  coiKvnirutc  their 
ecaltcred  powers  in  this  or  lliat  town  or  institution, 
will  ihey  be  able  to  break  the  intellectual  yoke  of 
the  capital, 

AnotluT  name,  highly  and  deservedly  respected 
in  Caen,  in  that  of  Lair.  M.  Lair  it  secretary  of 
the  Society  of  Agriculture  and  Commerce,  and 
does  a  great  deal  of  good  in  that  sttuatinti.  It  irtM 
chiefly  owing  to  liim  that  priu-t  ore  given  to  the 
best  farmers,  that  cxhibitioDS  of  the  productions  of 
agriculltire  and  manufactures  take  place,  and  tltat 
horse-races  have  recently  Ixen  set  on  foot  at  Caen, 
for  which  he  obtained  prize*  from  the  city  and  the 
government  ;  tlwugli  it  is  very  likely  that  these 
Coni)M,'tilions  are  expected  to  do  more  for  improving 
the  breed  of  horses  in  Normandy  t)ian  they  will 
accomplish. 

M.  Loir  t*  A  man  who  is  aoiniatcd  with  a  sioccni 
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lore  of  the  arts  and  9ci«nce9.  He  has  written  but 
little,  and  aeems  lo  make  no  pretenfioni  to  ibc 
charncirr  nrancliolnr— a  ciirumMancc  ihat  doc«  the 
more  honoor  to  the  snttndness  of  his  judgment- 
He  has  chosen  for  himself  a  vocation  certainly  not 
Im  creditable  and  much  more  IwneficenI,  and  be- 
come tlic  (latron  of  everv  enteqirise  for  promoting 
an  and  Kicncc,  the  enooumj^er  of  ariisls  and  literati. 
Hia  hoUM  and  his  purse  are  ever  open  to  those 
who  daim  hU  otaiHtanve  in  the  name  of  an  and 
•cience.  Hu  i«  rich ;  but,  not  latitited  wiili  the  in- 
temt  of  his  properly,  as  he  had  no  children  and 
none  but  wealthy  relation!,  he  gave  it  up  for  a  life* 
annuity,  whii^b  permits  him  to  «pend  twice  as 
much  on  liii  gem-rous  and  laudable  p^ion.  If  lie 
were  tl»c  favourite  of  an  emperor — and  he  i>  in- 
finitely more — future  nfjr»  would  speak  of  htm  as 
the  Maecenas  of  the  nineteenth  century.  Honour 
to  whom  honour  is  due.  And  yet  on  such  a  man 
an  English  traveller,  after  receiving  hoopitality  at 
his  table,  could  strive  lo  throw  ridicule!  It  is 
right  that  the  name  of  this  traveller  should  be  re- 
cordefl— it  was  DilHlin,  the  bibliomaniac  ! 

The  art*  and  Mciencea  have  even  penetrated  in 
■MDedegree  into  social  life  at  Caen.  I  happened  to 
be  TMmnmcnded  to  M.  David,  a  merchant.  On  the 
very  fir«t  day  I  nwt  at  his  house  with  a  clever  young 
atitlian.-u,  MaileinoiKcllf  ('huppin,  who  hod  ubtaineil 
the  prize  for  a  History  of  MuKic  in  Normandy,  at>d 
whose  work  had  procunx)  her  access  into  nil  com- 
pantea.    1  learned  that  this  writer  was  ilie  daugliter 
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of  a  Germnn  nwltuT,  who,  with  the  Grminii  hlood 
and  latiguKgc,  had  imbibed  a  fondn«aB  for  music 
In  the  same  company  1  found  iiloo  a  M.  le  FUguaia, 
a  young  ixwt,  whtMc  voiiipmttion*  arc  «riually  full 
of  ajnniand  ftcling. 

A  few  days  afterwards  I  was  at  a  toirfe  at  M. 
David's,  nhk'h  xhowrd  Mill  more  the  influence  of  aci< 
enocon  «x.'i<il  life.  M.  Lair,  who  was  abunliK-ventyi 
bad  ciertcd  tiimwif  in  making  the  arTan<;iini-ntJ 
for  the  tir»i  hiimc-rices  ai  Caen  to  such  a  degr«a 
that  in  n  few  dnys  he  fell  ill,  and  his  frirndii  were 
apprc-beitsivei'f  lining  him.  M.  David  agrci-d  with 
Kveral  artists  and  writcn  to  crlebraie  hi*  recovery  j 
•od  ihc/rfr  reftiTtcd  as  much  honour  on  the  giver 
■a  on  him  fur  whom  it  was  given.  As  >l  appears 
to  roe  to  be  somewhat  illustrative  of  life  at  Caen, 
I  sliall  nay  a  fi-w  wonls  on  i(k'  sukjrot. 

Seveml  ix'non*  who  ciillivaic  art  and  science,  as 
well  ynting  lis  of  mnturer  years,  and  nuiny  profane 
of  both  sexes  '^^^  invited.  A  young  painter  had 
made  a  picture  of  the  race:  Mademoiselle  Chuppin, 
whom  I  have  just  miiitionetl,  )iad  wriiti-n  ii  spirited 
description  of  it:  I.c  FInguais  had  crlebratt-d  it  in 
vcTM ;  and  n  young  musician,  whoae  name  I  have 
forgot,  had  cnmpwtcd  a  sort  of  concerto  for  violon- 
wUo  bihI  piano-riirio,  ex|>res«ly  for  the  occasion.  It 
WM  indeed  pleanng,  and  at  the  sametimelouching, 
to  tnnt  bow  all  had  jotnMl  to  pay  demnrcd  hooH^ 
to  the  worthy  veteran,  and  how  each  taooeeding 
productinn  deviled  to  do  him  hcmoiir  hei)^itcii«) 
bis  graliBcatioii,  so  ibut  he  at  Inigth  vxclaimcd  •.— 
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"  Voui  voutct  t&tcT  ma  convAletcenoe,  et  vous  nw 
fiiiuti  niMinr  dc  pliusir  !"  But  ti  wnit  nut  enough 
to  lay  modern  art  under  contribution  ;  ancient  cat- 
totns  and  melodies  were  pressed  into  the  service. 
After  a  livelv  rmind  daiiM,  the  men  und  ihe  women 
Kparaii-d  and  formed  two  Inng  rown.  The  women, 
danc'iiig  in  couples  up  to  the  men,  sang  a  eong, 
which  uns  then  repeated  by  the  men,  dniicing,  ac- 
cording to  on  ancient  popular  practice  in  Normandy. 
Th«  word*  were  by  M.  Fbguaia,  but  the  tunc  pro> 
bably  many  hunt]rt.'d  yeiira  old. 

Afivr  the  vvnvrable  object  of  their  feliciutiona 
tuul  retired,  Ihe  younger  part  of  the  company  in- 
dulged in  the  pleasure  nf  dancing.  From  the  be- 
(inning  to  tlie  end  uf  the  tairi'e,  there  reigucd  among 
all  present  a  tone  of  kindlinen  und  familiarity  which 
tranHformed  Htrangera  Jn  the  IirM  ten  minulei  into 
friend*  and  intimate*. 

,  Travellers  always  judge  of  the  state  of  society  in 
■  town  by  those  companies  into  which  they  happen 
to  be  introduced.  This  standard  is  ta  natural  as 
it  is  rallaciuus.  I  i-iinccivCt  bowwer,  thai  I  urn  not 
br  wrong  in  drawing  conclunons  from  what  I  have 
seen  at  Caen  rrspecling  what  I  bare  not  seen  ;  for 
on  that  evening  iberr  were  persons  of  all  clotte*  at 
M.  Diivid's,  and  ihey  all  look  equal  interest  in  the 
homage  paid  to  the  friend  of  art  and  science.  The 
majotity  of  the  company,  however,  belonged  to  the 
higher  ranks  of  the  uiiddle  elau ;  nod  one  of  my 
fmntU  afterwards  lohJ  metliai  asirail'lacedsiiS'ne 
pervades  the  aristocratic  cirelc*,  as  the  Cartisia,  tll*^ 
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ancient  noblesse  of  Normandy,  have  rurgolten  and 
learned  le«H  t)inn  tho«c  of  the  same  order  in  any  of 
the  other  |>mvinccs  of  France.  On  this  puini,  how- 
ever, I  only  speak  from  hearsay,  and  miiM  leave  to 
others  ihr  task  of  supplying  accurate  infunnatioit 
respecting  it. 

Lei  me  odd  b  few  words  concerning  the  journals. 
In  France  tlie  journals  are  real  amphibia,  living  in 
ihc  water  and  in  the  air,  and  having  most  of  tbcm 
cold  blood.  They  are  a  thcrmoniieter  of  tociely,  it* 
opinions  and  \i*  wants,  nnd  the  cold  blocwl  i«  tbcT«- 
fore  the  more  chnracieristie  for  the  FniK-h  of  our 
dNy«,  Every  French  journal  UirusU  its  head  (prf* 
m^reparl)  into  the  sphere  of  politics,  wallows  with 
its  body  {/aUtt  divernes)  in  the  sloag^  of  egotnm, 
and  dabble*  with  its  tail  (^Jhiilkloh)  in  the  strenm 
of  art  and  science.  The  members  sonK-tinics  rebel 
against  the  trunk,  which,  however,  in  the  end 
always  retains  the  mastery.  This  amphibious 
nature  of  tlie  French  journal*  allows  them  to  be 
talked  of  in  conversation  on  every  suhjecl,  whether 
politics,  the  arts,  the  sciences,  social  hfe,  nr  what- 
ever il  may  be,  as  they  interfere  in  all,  aiHl  in 
general  mix  tite  cards  under  the  table. 

Ai  r»it)  (her*- are  two  polilicnl  papers,  "  Le  Me* 
ntorial,"  and  "  I,c  Filnte  do  Cnlvado*."  The  first 
is  the  paper  of  the  government  and  nil  iheminislerBi 
■he  biter  is  the  dull  mirror  of  all  tlie  oppouiioos 
in  Van*,  from  the  Constilutionel  to  the  National. 
Thf  bourgeoine,  l)>e  middle  cJass,  and  the  people, 
are  divided  iMtwcen  these  two  principles.     While 
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IWW  h)  Ciu-n,a  ihird  political  journal, "  L'Aveiiir," 
was  Bnnoutic«d;  M.  Waner,  known  for  a  hhtofy 
orCa«ii,  was  lo  Iwut  thv  head  of  it.  Th«  Carlisls, 
not  will)  stand  ing  iht-ir  wealth  and  lh<-ir  numbers, 
have  nol  yi-l  »ct  on  fool  a  juipcr  of  their  own  ;  and 
■  >ort  of  legitimist  charivari,  "  Le  Momux  Nor- 
mand,"  dropped,  after  n  short  existence.  The  la«t 
election  showed  that  ihe  opposition  had  the  majority 
Bmong  the  electors;  and  the  Curli»i*,  when  they 
canm  to  lie  placed  bvlween  the  government  and  th« 
opposition,  Mcumt  the  nbsolutc  majority  to  the 
latter. 

Caen  has  not,  as  yet,  a  Kingle  literary  peritidical, 
properly  «a  called.  "  Le  Journal  de  Cuen  ci  tie  la 
Normnmiie,"  "  L'Ftudinnt,""  "  L«  R^tvue  dc  dH-o," 
"  Lc  Momu*,"  "  La  Kevuc  de  Calvados,"  sm-cot- 
sively  arose  and  expired  like  ephemera  ;  and  even  s 
more  serious  undertaking,  "La  U^vue Normande," 
conducted  by  M.  de  Cauniont,  with  the  a«»i.ii»i)ce 
of  ihv  abtexl  writers  of  Nonnsiwly,  extended  lo  no 
Dure  than  eight  numbers,  or  two  volumes.  If  we 
were  thence  to  infer  that  the  people  of  Caen  and 
the  Normans  in  general  are  iodtfrcreni  to  literature 
and  science,  we  should  wrong  them  ;  for,  oa  I  have 
already  oluervod,  you  meet  with  the  best  reviews 
of  Paris  in  all  the  rctulin^-nKHnt,  and  in  very  many 
private  houses.  The  editors  of  the  publications 
enumerated  above  could  not  hit  the  proper  Ioik-,  or 
acquire  the  necessary  influence,  as  they  wen-  either 
too  frivolous  or  too  Dolid,  like  the  "  Rifvuc  Nor- 
Qumde,"  too  indigestible  on  account  of  its  excessive 
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Far  be  it  from  mc  to  assert  thai  moat  of  tlw  prcv 
fesMirs  of  th«  univcnity  i>f  Caen  may  not  bo  *erjr 
learned  and  very  clever  nioii ;  all  I  wy  »  tlint  not  a 
creature  in  France  kiMJivg  any  thing  about  their 
learning  nnd  tliL-ir  devt-mcM  CiTx;um stances  arc 
ks  naich  to  blame  for  this  as  th«ir  own  conduct. 
Paris  IB  France.  This  axiom  it  unfurlunaicly  but 
too  true  in  many  rcHfiectN.  Whoever  caintut  live  in 
Piiri«  nuiKl  at  imst  have  friend*  there,  wlm  jmiolaini 
his  merits,  who  arc  bic  representatives,  as  it  were,  if 
he  menns  not  to  be  buried  and  forgottetl  in  his  pro> 
vincial  town.  This  is  the  rcawin  why  all  who  >ur- 
pOM  the  ordinary-  stantlard  licliike  tbeinMlvea  to 
Paris,  why  you  very  rarely  find  in  the  {xuvincial 
towns  a  man  really  distinguished  in  art  or  science. 
Every  FreDchman  who  feels  within  him  a  higher 
railing,  feels  alio,  on  iKcount  of  this  very  calling, 
the  necessity  fur  leaving  his  birthplace  nnd  dirteting 
histiepK  to  Paris,  lie,  who,  whether  itrtist  or  scho- 
lar, can  he  content  lo  stay  in  hi*  province,  is  either 
a  man  uf  no  pretentiuna,  no  ambition,  and  may  pro- 
duce mucti  ihut  it  excellent  in  privacy,  or  more 
comnionly  one  whose  niwhocriiy  hiis  more  to  fear 
than  to  hope  from  Farts,  and  who  would  be  a  cipher 
there,  whereas  be  plays  a  part  in  his  pruvinee.  Of 
llwM!  unauuiiiing  and  really  clever  men  to  whom  I 
have  just  allwlcd,  wine  are  every  where  to  be  met 
with  in  the  provinces;  but  the  very  circum*ini»cc 
that  prevents  ihem  from  teeking  in  FarU  a  wide 
Beld  for  their  talents — their  modniy — generally 
causes  then)  to  be  unnoticed  even  ta  ttieir  province. 
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like  the  abb6  Digucmarre  in  Havre,  where  be  was 
not  even  known  by  name.  Hence  U  is  thai  ptrsons 
of  bul  modemie  ulenia  arc  left  eilhor  for  [mblio 
life  or  M  euluvatoK  of  urt  ftod  science ;  and  hrnee 
too  mciiiocrity  i»  wiOi  few  exct'piions  ihe  character 
of  the  proTinces.  The  [>rofe»itora  of  Caen  arc  sub- 
ject to  this  universal  influence ;  90  lliut  it  in  easy  to 
inftr  why  they  are  in  the  htcrnry  world  ulmotH 
unknown  quantities,  whicti,  without  doing  tlictn 
gfierous  injustice,  we  may  designate  by  x  and  g. 

Besides  this  cause  of  their  lack  of  moral  influence 
ariang  from  cenlralisntion,  there  are  others  of  not 
less  importance.  The  Fri'iicliinan  is  «  very  prac- 
tical man,  and  on  that  account  not  inueh  of  a  »ch<dar. 
He  studies  only  to  arrive  at  this  or  that  result 
Voltaire  was  certainly  one  of  the  greatest  scholars 
among  the  FrencI),  but  he  hod  studied  only  what 
was  in  his  particular  line,  and  conline<l  his  cxcluavf 
■tteotion  to  such  things  as  might  he  useful  to  him  in 
attatoing  the  goal  which  he  proposed  to  himself — the 
overthrow  of  Christianity,  of  the  pajml  authorily,  and 
of  the  divine  law.  So  long  as  he  fight*  in  this 
field  we  cannot  witlihold  our  ndmimtton,  for  there 
nothing  is  unknown,  nothing  new  to  him  ;  he  selects 
facts  the  most  trivial  as  well  as  the  most  important, 
lo  be  employed  in  the  proper  place  in  his  work  of 
deslruetion.  But  the  moment  even  the  great 
Voltaire  retires  from  the  field  of  battle  chosen  by 
hiimetf,  he  is  an  absolute  ignoramus,  who  scarcely 
knows  a  cnbtuge  from  on  onk,  and  writes  history 
like  a  scboolboy.     Such  arc  the  French. 
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But  to  return  to  tlw  univernt/  of  Caen.  Thi* 
nipirntiiin  ufier  an  inim«lmtc  nnult,  wim-h  nctunu-a 
•vrrv  Frenchman  in  all  itiat  Itc  uodrrulccs,  lend* 
■tudents  to  consider  ih«  uiiiverniy  as  merelv  a  urt 
of  pre|>itraiury  school,  and  the  profcaioTS  as  merely 
the  |irt-[)an-n(  for  the  examination.  Whatever  ia 
not  Tivcrfnar)-  fur  the  cxiuninatton  is  diarrj^rdvd ; 
and  if  this  could  be  got  over  without  matriculation 
■lul  without  profesaon,  it  is  certain  that  verj'  few 
students  urould  uike  the  trouble  to  attend  the  unU 
versitjr.  Ii  is  obvious  that  Iciirning  of  itwlf  must 
be  a  secondary  matter,  and  that  (ho  profcswrs  must 
lo*e  in  the  eyes  of  the  students  that  halo  which  sur- 
rounds them  in  ihe  universities  of  Germany  and 
other  countries.  Tlw  natural  consMgtience  ia  that 
the  French,  conliniiig  itu-miclvcs  to  special  nudics, 
very  often  make  clever  advocates,  judges,  nntariea* 
phjHicians,  ehemisisi  and  naitirulieis,  but  are  unAt 
fur  itnyiliing  nut  of  their  panicular  sphere.  berau»e» 
from  the  commeiicrmcDl  of  itietf  studies,  tbeynluMMt 
without  exception  keep  in  view  only  ihc  iKDrest 
rwull,  the  exantiualion,  which  reairs  annually  for 
all  llic  sludenu  at  the  univerMiies  of  France. 

Amidst  so  many  untoward  inHueoccsi  the  pto- 
femon  tbeoxwlveti  con  seldom  riw  to  a  higher  pa. 
ntton,  Most  of  them  hnre  no  interconrM.>  vthmever 
with  ihe  students,  wliuoi  ihey  mdy  we  ai  their 
lecture*,  (hat  is  to  say,  if  llu-y  attend  them.  The 
ieac)M:r  i«  n  ftranger  (o  the  scholar,  the  tcholar  to 
the  leaehcr:  and  Ituw  can  ii  be  otherwise,  sint^  the 
sludenu  regard  the  prufcswrs  by  no  meaat  as  the 
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tepTCMnutiveH  of  literature  and  science,  but  merely 
as  the  ri)ou«M>l  on  wliich  itivy  niunl  ttte))  lo  attain 
ihe  bacliclor's  ik-grcc !  This  state  of  thing*  oufli- 
ciently  explains  why  tlie  professors  of  the  provincial 
umrerbitics  of  France  are,  as  mucIi,  wliolljr  wiihoui 
contcquetice  or  influence. 

Till-  Ktiidenis  in  France  do  not  form,  an  in  Other 
countries,  a  distinct  class  from  the  otlier  cilix«ni, 
with  their  own  law*,  cuKtom.t,  and  even  language. 
Neither  from  the  behaviour  nor  the  dress  of  a  young 
man  can  yuu  distinguish  whether  he  is  a  student,  a 
trfidesinan,  or  «  clerk.  There  are  sonic  of  the  8tu> 
dents  wIh>  lead  dissipated  lives,  and  »|)c^id  their  lime 
and  Oicir  money  as  jovially  as  any  Oxford  colle- 
gians :  but  tticir  pleasures  do  not  bear  the  stamp  of 
college  life.  A  dashing  lad  of  this  class,  who  is  fre- 
quently called,  at  French  univcnilies,  t-irWHr,  is  « 
regular  customer  at  the  cofrm>-hou»e,  where  he  playa 
at  billianls  with  every  one  who  has  time  and  incli- 
nation,  and  familiarly  tlious  the  marker.  He  takes 
his  cup  uf  coffee,  his  petit  verrc,  frwiuenlly  n  small 
IkjwI  of  mulled  wine  or  punch  out  of  thimble  glasses, 
and  finishes  with  a  glass  of  water  and  sugar.  In 
llie  evening  he  goes  in  genera]  to  the  theatre,  where 
he  plays  a  principal  part  us  critic,  in  sjiite  uf  ^1  and 
boxes,  claps  or  hisses  na  he  pleane*,  kicks  up  a  di^ 
turbance,  gcU  into  a  ((iiarre],  and  challengn.  two  or 
three  of  his  neighbours.  Ten  to  one  the  nesi 
morniog  the  duel  is  transformed  into  u  breakfast, 
with  plenty  uf  wine,  oysters,  and  pastiss.  The 
genuine  viveur  of  a  French  university  keepa,  aa  a 
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mjitter  ofcourftc,  bis  griwltc,  with  whom  he  live*  In 
R  sort  of  marruige.  which  has  its  cliaiiiit  like  lawful 
we(ll(Kk,  and  woulil  iherefore  be  an  alK>iiiiitai)on  to 
the  Kludents  of  Dtu«t  othvr  countries. 

Most  of  ihv  students  at  Caen  are  luitiTia  of  the 
environs,  mid  sons  of  honest  farmer?,  or  tiealen  in 
butler  and  cliccsc,  cattle  or  honc-jobbcrs.  Tlie 
height  of  their  suibiuoii  \s  to  become  in  timv  avou£ 
or  notary  in  a  petty  cuuniry  town.  Many  have 
•Jready  served  several  years  o»  clerltn  in  llur  office 
of  an  OToud  Of  notary,  and  therefon-  look  wry 
respectable.  Tlie  majority  of  ihc  Cam  student* 
betray  their  Low  Norman  origin  :  they  are  more 
grave  and  reserved  than  those  of  other  l-'retKh  pro- 
vincial universitiea.  Many  can  scarcely  bvcotnc  u»ed 
before  tlirir  la^t  year  to  the  somewhat  hi^er  kind 
of  life  which  they  Rmt  at  Caen,  and  rejoice  to  fcct 
back  again  to  their  native  town  and  to  tlieir  ittide, 
OS  ibey  call  the  office  of  notaries  and  bvou4^  The 
^ynen  of  this  class  of  students  is  frequently  ludi- 
crous. In  an  excursion  thitt  I  once  made  from 
Csen,  I  wa>t  sealMl  beside  such  a  youth,  whoic  hociM 
was  at  I'oni  I'Evet^ue,  and  who  was  g(»ng  to  Caen 
to  l»e  mairiculaEed.  At  firrt  be  was  extremely  cum- 
niunicaiive,  but  when,  the  elvctiooi  Iiaving  taken 
place  a  few  <lay*  before,  I  chanced  to  ask  two  or 
three  ((iicstions  conccrmiijj  the  political  s[)irit  pfv- 
vadiug  in  his  native  place,  he  became  silent  and 
thnu]^ilful,  and  assured  mc  in  a  solemn  tone  that 
he  never  eoncemnl  himself  about  politics,  nay,  that 
as  cterc  itavoui  he  considered  il  wrong  to  form  any 
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opinion  u|x»n  political  quaiUons.  Th«  poor  fellow, 
IK  I  now  plainly  pcrccnvi-tl,  mtstouk  nic  fur  a  spy ; 
and  it  was  iiii[K»siblc  lo  regain  hitt  coiiUdvnce.  I 
would  have  given  a  good  deal  lo  read  the  neci>unt 
of  hi»  journey,  in  which  he  would  no  doubt  a«)usiiil 
bi>  principal.  Monsieur  I'Avou^  of  Font  rKvcquc, 
with  hi«  iilurining  ndvetitun;,  and  ih<-  imminent  dan- 
ger which  he  Itod  iKvn  in.  Students  of  lliit  cla«t 
are  frequently  callixl  Bcotiaos. 


Public  instruction  in  France  is  further  advanced 
ill  regard  to  intellectual  education  than  in  other 
oounlrini  but,  in  regard  to  moral  «lucation.  it  it 
generally  in  a  deplorable  state.  A  few  rcmsrki 
relative  to  the  organization  of  the  Collide  Koyol  of 
Caen,  which  belongs,  on  many  aconunis,  to  the  su- 
perior inKtilutionK  ofilB  kind  in  France,  will  tervc 
to  confirm  this  opinion.  The  direction  and  admi< 
DKtration  of  every  college  in  France  is  commiltetl, 
like  that  of  Caen,  to  a  provUeitr,  who  hnc  the  gene- 
ra) >u  peri  lit  cndeiice  over  the  religion,  morale,  be- 
haviour, Htudic«,  and  corporeal  welfare  of  the  pufuU. 
At  his  side  he  has  a  cetueuT,  whose  functions  I'm- 
bracc  all  that  concerns  the  instruction  and  clitw-ipliite 
of  the  scholars,  and  who,  in  case  of  necessity,  sup- 
plies the  place  of  the  proviseur.  Under  these  two 
superiors  ore  the  maitrta  iffttidai,  who  per»oiially 
look  after  and  direct  tlw  pupils  when  they  are  not 
engaged  in  the  classes.  I'bey  sec  to  it  that  ihey 
perform  their  tasks,  and  repeat  with  them  the  lestons 
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wh)«h  have  heen  K-t  ihvm  in  tlic  dilTcrcnt  cUmm* 
Tlif  ri-Hgiotis  instructiun  nud  prcpantion  for  tba 
fini  communion  are  oummtlied  to  the  aumonier  of 
(he  rotlege, 

lo  all  t)ie  ootlirgni  of  France  the  pujnla  oomM 
partly  of  miemes,  partly  of  exltma.  The 
fifHt  live  in  iIk  adioul  iiicjf,  and  are  wholly  ood- 
signed  tu  the  cure  of  the  pruviuur,  ihf  cvtiaeur,  and 
iltL-  niiiiim  dVtudM;  ihc  latter  hvc  at  hemic  with 
tlidr  fnniilicst  And  come  only  during  schoiiU hours. 
Id  Caen,  in  the  years  1811  and  1813,  the  number 
of  the  internes  wa*  3520,  ihat  uf  the  t-xternrt,  160 ; 
in  1834,  out  of  350  scholars,  there  were  only  about 
180  intemra;  in  1H30,  the  school  incrcaMd  conn, 
derahly,  and  con&iiited  of  ?U0  inUrncs  and  170 
exlrrnes.  Since  that  time  the  number  of  ibc  pup'da 
has  Ixvn  steadily  augmenting. 

These  numbers  alone  serve  in  •ome  mcMure  to 
characterise  ihc  progress  of  public  instniction.  The 
imperial  government  promoted  it  generally,  thougfa 
it  cuniidered  the  K-ietices  entirely  from  the  imme- 
diately practical,  the  military,  point  of  licvr.  The 
Rcstonlioo,  on  the  contrary.  i>cgkctc<l  it,  and  it* 
stupid  pnniMinR  but  too  ofien  threw  obstacles  in  its 
woy.  The  nutnIxT  of  the  pupilx  decreMed.  The 
reTolulion  of  July,  nnti  llie  tiniggle  tlint  immedi- 
ately preceded  it,  gave  a  new  impulse  to  nil  Fnnce, 
and  hence  it  was  that,  from  18S4  to  tl>e  end  of  1 830, 
the  number  of  pupils  at  Caen  increased  100,  or  more 
than  a  fourth.  The  hke  increoae,  in  equal,  fre< 
quenily  still  more  Mriking,  pro)>ort>ons,  hot  uken 
place  throughout  all  France. 
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At  prctient,  itie  college  of  Cava  nuuibera  nearly 
SOO  internet,  boys  frum  tt-n  to  Hixteei),  to  whotn  tlie 
•cbocd  had  mbupply  (lieplftccorthtirfiimily.  Most 
of  ihfiic  nrt:  llie  mins  of  tile  tiiure  wealthy  citizens, 
who  arc  able  to  |m}'  b  hi^hrr  tuim  for  fclinoiii)};'. 
moat  of  them,  loo,  anr  destined  to  prowcuti-  their 
Studies  when  they  Wave  lliia  itistitution,  in  order  to 
qualify  tlieintelwii  for  the  htfrlier  oIHcm.  From 
lh«in  procerdx  the  ^lite  of  the  SlaU-,  while  inost  of 
thv  rxUrne.i  coniiiuie  ihrir  studies  lo  n  certain  point, 
in  order  then  to  follow  anotlier  calling,  aa  arusanBf 
tradesmen,  merchanLt,  &c, 

TltL-  "intemca,  thi-ivfore,  arc  the  pupils  deMlned 
hereafter  lo  fomi  ihe  more  polished  portion  nf  M>cl- 
ety,  th«  givers  of  the  ton  t  and  the  great  mass  nf 
the  higher  classes  of  France  at  this  day  have  spent 
tlieir  youth  at  a  cti/l^ffc  jw/al,  or  at  board  iug-school, 
to  which,  upon  the  whole,  the  following  obwcrvations 
tpply  in  a  slill  stronger  degree. 

I  set  out  nt  once  wiih  declaring  it  to  be  my  opi. 
nion  that  this  way  of  tearing  children  from  their 
families,  and  giving  thcni  up  body  and  soul  to  the 
sdiool,  is  the  main  cause  of  the  increasing  demoral- 
isation in  France.  Here  ihc  plnce  of  tti<-  fndier, 
who  superintends  and  directs  the  moral  educiilton  of 
the  children,  is  supplied  by  a  praoUeur,  a  ccnseur  ,* 
asd  thai  of  the  mother,  who  watches  step  by  step, 
ttDiraatOL,  fosters  this  educaliun,  by  n  maitfXtTiUidta. 
On  the  choice  of  these  maitna  d'etiide-t  every  thing 
dvpvtids ;  and  lie  who  can  effectively  supply  the 
pUec  of  a  uioiIkt,  as  the  guide  of  her  aon'a  morals, 
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would  be  0  wonder,  must  be  a  tnan  of  high  talent, 
of  profound  feeling,  a  real  genius.  If  (hi«  inBtitution 
is  10  produce  only  tulerublc  fruit,  ttti;  mattm 
(T^lutU/t  ought  to  be  chotcn  with  rximiic  cnuUon, 
and  only  the  itblc»t,  the  nioel  polistied  mm,  and 
such  ax  oflfcr  the  highest  guarantee  in  a  moral 
respect,  should  be  selected  for  the  office.  Precisely 
the  reverse  is  done  every  where,  without  exception^ 
in  France.  He  only  wlio  i«  unlit  for  teacher,  who 
is  not  Miflicirmly  iDMriicutl  hiin«clf  to  be  able  to 
instruct  others,  is  conlcni  with  such  a  situation,  and 
is  ielecied  for  it  in  the  colleges  and  the  boardtng- 
achooU.  The  pay  of  the  ordinary  leacliers  is  at 
least  double,  fre<|ucntly  trel>l«,or  ereii  four  times  as 
great  as  that  of  a  tnaitre  ditudtt,  who  divms  htm* 
self  extremely  fortunate  if  he  receives  from  400  to 
600  francs.  The  pravisntr,  tbe  cemcur,  the  tnaa- 
ters,  and  lastly  the  scholars  themselves,  look  upon 
them  as  a  kind  of  servants,  above  tl>e  porter  and 
shoeblack,  indeed,  but  forming  an  intennrdiate 
link  bitween  them  and  tbe  inrhcrs.  Six  such 
maitra  d'ttudes  have  the  inspection  of  about  900 
boya,  »>  that  each  of  tliem  is  the  moral  director  of 
83  U>y.i.  If  each  of  these  boys  had  a  maOrg 
ir^tiid<n  to  hiiniwlf,  never  would  lie  he  able  to  com- 
pensate for  the  influence  of  the  family  in  a  moral 
respect :  hut  a  inau  wlio  has  to  cxerciw  such  a  tu- 
perinl(.-ti<lei)cc  orer  30  or  more  boys  caii  at  utoit 
attend  only  to  the  external  behaviour  of  ilie  pupils, 
if  even  to  that.  The  little  respect  in  which  these 
person*  are  held  by  the  superiors  of  the  school,  and 
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the  defective  cducjuiMi  which  oblige*  them  to  take 
»iicU  a  flttuniion,  are  no  M>cn:t  to  the  pupiU,  and 
destroy  any  powibk  influcni'c  wliicit  tliL-y  inifjht 
have  over  the  tnlti-r.  Thus  the  boy  advnncc-s  to 
adolrsccncc  and  nianhood  without  having  ever  im- 
bibed the  d<x.'tTiiiwt  of  morality  at  a  living  spring  i 
and  it  would  be  ngnin  a  wonder  if  such  an  I'ducniion 
were  not  to  produce  a  gmcraitoD  ready  lo  open  the 
door  of  the  heart  to  every  inimoraUty,  to  the  grutw- 
vst  cgotiiui,  to  iiifidi'tity,  uiid  to  the  fiend  that  ex- 
tinguiftlies  all  the  socisl  aHl-ctions. 

Id  regard  to  (he  scientific  e<lucai>on,  the  edu- 
cation of  the  mind,  which  pupils  receive  in  the 
French  colleges,  it  inuiti  be  confessed  that  great 
progrcKS  hojt  been  m*de  in  that  of  late  yean. 
But  I  much  fvnr  tliul  ihcw  improveiiieiiu  will  pro* 
ducc  an  unnatural  precocity  ;  and  this  appears  the 
more  probable  when  one  aces  boys  who  know  cverjr 
thing,  and  who  are  kept  to  ih«r  studies  thirteen  or 
fuurteeii  Iwurs  a  day,  uttuming  the  uirs  of  men  and 
joining  in  every  conversation,  ta  I  have  often  CDougb 
witnessed  in  France. 

Th«  intellectual  edueatiun  of  the  boys  in  th«> 
college  of  Coicn  it  committed  to  thirteen  n)ft>leT»— 
ihree  fur  the  scicntilic  instruction  (m  Latin  and 
Greek)  of  the  elementary  classes;  three  professiws 
■nd  an  usiatant  professor  for  the  classes  of  grammar. 
The  others  give  instruction  in  English,  rhi-ioriCj 
the  French  language  and  literature,  mailwinntici, 
pkyncs,  philou>phy,  natural  liiktory,  history,  and 
geugni[>l>y.     It  is  evident  froin  this  list  tliat  tliic 
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youths  mutt  in  the  end  become  finished  whutarst 
but  i\wn  vroiikl  bv  no  objcclion  u>  that,  if  ihi*  <-ru- 
dltioii  were  not  ac<|uirc(l  at  the  expencc  of  n  gremlvr 
good,  if,  vhite  the  mind  is  instructed,  the  heart  wer« 
not  wholly  neglected.  But  the  nionient  seems  now 
to  be  not  far  dintant,  when  the  errur*  in  the  •yotem 
of  eJticaiiuii  AiJopti-d  in  Fr*n(v  Kltnll  be  corrected  g 
for  people  huvc  at  least  begun  of  late  tu  speak  of 
the  imnmralitv  of  the  present  society,  and  if  the  dis- 
eue  ID  once  Icnuirii  it  n*ill  not  lie  lunf;  iH-fare  a  p^^y- 
Bician  ap[)csr«.  A  prt^iibition  of  all  boarding  schools, 
■nd  of  all  boarders  at  the  coitus  rot/aux,  would  be, 
it  is  true,  a  rather  violent  but  tolerably  radical 
remedy. 

Till  the  year  1830,  tcarvcly  one  in  five  of  ibc 
pupiU  ill  the  college  of  Caen  rccciTcil  inslrtKOoo 
tn  the  artt  d'ag-rfyucnt — that  is  to  tay,  mttsic, 
dancing,  fencing,  aitd  riding.  In  regard  to  munc, 
a  great  cliange  has  of  late  taken  place,  and  that  to 
tlie  infinite  itdviiniagc  of  tlte  people  of  Caen.  Uke 
■cience,  music  became  a  bind  of  social  want,  and 
next  a  branch  of  inslruciion.  How  this  has  been 
gradually  accomplished,  I  shall  lei  that  derer  young 
writer,  Mademuiselle  Eniniu  Chuppin,  inform  the 
reader. 

"  Toward*  the  end  of  the  year  1757,"  says  that 
ladyi  ID  Iter  »uoi-i-ssfut  prix«  essay,  De  Cflat  dt  la 
Mtmqite  Ch  Xormandic,  "  the  directors  of  the  con. 
certs  (whtcb  had  by  way  of  exceptions  been  occa- 
sionally hfhl  before)  presented  a  petition  M)liciting 
letters  palcut  for  their  c»tablislimeDU    T)k-y  were 


4 
4 


8TATB  OP  MUSIC  IN  KOBMANDV.  6S 

told  in  ivpljr  ttiBt  several  largo  citiea  had  in  vain 
solicited  t)i«  like  favour,  which  his  tnajeaiy  bad  in- 
variably rcTused,  because  concerts  preveni  youth 
from  ntie»dmf{  to  studies  which  are  moiv  ut^'ful  to 
the  Hate  than  mutic.  It  apiit-am  nererthelcN*,  (hut, 
in  spite  of  the  want  of  cna>unigeniL-iit,  iIk-w  musical 
MSsenibJics  were  held  till  ITyil,  Then  came  long 
yean  of  mourning,  duriu}*  uliich  ihc  supprciwion  of 
the  maUriKM  of  ihe  caihcdrala,  and  the  dispersion 
of  the  upper  cluues  of  society,  caused  any  return  to 
the  delicious  t'OJi)ym(.-nts  of  the  art  to  appear  im- 
ponble.  Quid,  )iuwi-ver,  was  gradually  restored, 
and  thu»,  after  1800,  «(x:i<-tic)i  nf^in  arme,  under 
th«  title  of  Redoutty  partly  dwotcd  to  dancing, 
partly  to  music. 

"  Thme  firrt  esaays,  subject  to  many  interruptions, 
■eemcd  to  make  the  nL^cessity  for  a  solid  institution 
norc  and  morr  M.-»Mbly  felt  every  day — such  an  in> 
■tituiian  a^s  ubilv  it  should  uuiie  a  grcui  number  of 
■catli-red  talenu,  should  serve  to  afford  them  the 
benvfit  of  a  noble  emulation, 

"  Messrs.  V.  de  Hoislamberi,  L.  de  Coursannc, 
Hubert  and  Alph.  le  Cavclier,  opened,  in  the  winter 
of  183't,  a  subttcnption,  which  was  soon  6Iled,  and 
gave  *i.>ven  brilliant  rancerU,  hut  tbey  were  not  re- 
Sewcd  in  the  following  year. 

«  In  Ittafi,  Mr.  Speocer  Smith,  who  wo*  Juiiied 
bj  Messrs.  Costy,  Lair,  dc  Caiimotil,  &c.,  cstft- 
blisbed  a  literary  and  musical  society,  with  the 
IJtle  uf  Ciciiiennc  de  Sormtindie. 

"  At  length,  on  the  H(h   of  February,   1827, 
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M.  de  Monllivaull,  then  pivrect  i»f  our  dt-pwrtnumi, 
rtCFivcd  iVom  the  minister  ot  ihc  inlmor  ihv  re- 
quisite permission  for  instilultDg  the  Societi  phiU 
harmonitjue  dtt  Calvados. 

"  A  jiroft-ssor,  M.  Grnvt-rnnd  of  Caen,  whose 
compoMiioDN  arc  univi-rsally  known,  wa*  nppmnied 
director  of  the  orchestra  of  the  society.  The  com- 
mercial class  ^vc  the  requisite  rooms,  and  Count 
d'Orseville,  iht  then  mayor,  accepted  the  pretidcncy. 

"  But  there  was  one  obstacle  difficult  to  be  ov«r- 
come,  and  which,  if  not  removed,  would  render  the 
inlrtuU-d  concerlii  impriu-iioibic.  The  )*uini  wm  to 
prevnil  u]>on  a  quantity  of  tnlenls,  not  fainiluu-  u-iih 
publicity,  to  seek  that  applauFtc  which  they  had  a 
right  to  expect.  As  for  the  ladies,  in  partjcular,  it 
was  necessary  to  conquer  at  once  their  timidity  and 
lh«r  m<xlesty.  BeiitHiceiice  achieved  thi«  victory. 
Collections  were  mode  for  the  poor,  and  an  annual 
concert  wa*  given  for  ihrir  Iwncfit.  M,  dc  Mogny 
undLTtook  ihc  organisalioo  of  the  orchestra  and  uf 
the  voc«l  department — an  undertaking  attended  with 
many  difBcullies,  but  which  seemed  (<■  l>elong  by 
right  to  the  coinjxiaer  of  Circf.  Nothing,  in  fact, 
was  capable  of  daunting  hi*  zeal,  am),  thanks  to  bia 
cxertton»,  the  wealth  that  <*c  possessed  waa  brought 
to  light  by  him.  The  number  of  amateurs  iiKrcased 
daily;  one  brilliant  concert  followed  another,  and 
the  first  ani«ls  of  ihc  capital,  anxious  tu  display 
their  talcnu  here,  found  not  only  tlie  mo«l  friendly 
recepuoo  from  the  I'hiUiannonic  Society  of  the 
Calradoa,  but  also  the  moat  unanimous  sup^xirL 
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"  The  coastanlly  progressivt^  suct-vas  of  the  con- 
oeru,  the  numerous  applicaiiuns  fur  admissicMi  to 
them,  the  emulation  which  ^girvad  n«  if  by  magic 
tlirotigh  all  daitM.li,  ihv  arrivnl  nf  tevenil  urllsis,  all 
dvtnoii  at  rated  thv  aea-faiy  of  a  anging  school.    M. 
Fr.  d'Enii^vtllc  and  Count  d'Ysoa,  a  distinguiBhcd 
amateur  of  oiuaic,  who  has  since  rendered  so  many 
services  to  the  society,  showed  all  [HMsible  zeal  for 
realising  a  plan  which  was  designtsl  to  afford  even 
to  the  poore»t  ]H-r»ont  aocci>«  to  the  study  of  uiuuc 
"  On  the  proposal  of  the  adininislriitivo  council 
of  thv  Kwieiy,  M.  Guerricr,  singing-tnatiter,  and  one 
of  thi.-  ablest  pupds  of  tlie  insiitution  of  M.  Choron 
(in  Pari*}  iind   M,  Beuiers  were  «p|»ointi'd  tu  con- 
duct  the  singing  school.     Since  that  time,  M.  Lair, 
pmidrnt  of  the  Philharmonic  Society,  whose  nante 
alone  calls  forth  the  idea  of  the  purest  and  most  vn- 
lightened  |utrioliMn,  has  founded  annual  pnxes  for 
the  most  distinguished  pupils. 

*'  Wv  have  seen  above  that,  till  179^  the 
maitriSM  of  the  convents  and  cathedrals  were  the 
only  regular  iiistituiions  for  instruction.  Their 
abolition  was  sldl  lamented  by  all  the  friends  of  the 
art,  when,  at  the  instigation  of  M.  do  St.  Germain, 
lliL*  municipal  council  of  Caen  voted,  in  lttS5,  a  Con- 
lervaloire  de  Alwiquc.  This  institution,  founded 
on  u  wider  hati.t,  promises  to  be  the  seminary  of 
juvenile  uli-ntK,  which,  trained  and  iii:>tructed  from 
an  early  age,  will  in  time  spread  themselves  over  all 
Nomundy. 
"  The  exatnple  thai  bos  been  act  is  already  pro* 
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ducing  fruit  in  the  principal  towni  of  Noniundy. 
Musical  tocicties,  both  public  and  prirate,  an  vrerj* 
whvr«  springing  tip.  Bayeiix,  Liiaeux,  Si.  Lo, 
Coutaoces,  Oierbixirg,  GraiiTilic,  ficc.  atrradv  pos- 
sess philliani)omc  societies.  The  mimbcT  of  teachers 
is  oontinually  aiigiucniing  :  twelve  yenra  a^  tlterc 
were  only  four  or  6ve  in  Caen,  whereas  t»w  thai 
city  bus  more  than  Rfty,  who  are  aoaraeiy  adcquat* 
lo  the  instruction  of  their  numerous  scbolars. 

**  Music  n  thus  become  one  of  the  first  foundation 
■tones  of  etlucation  ;  nnd  if  all  the  young  persons 
who  receive  iiwtruetion  in  it  are  not  called  to  bccooM 
great  artists,  the  majority  at  least  will,  as  in  Ger- 
many, possess  «  general  ocquainuncc  with  this 
art," — So  be  it ! 

I  have  translated  this  whole  paiuage  because  tt 
is  characterislic.  Thiit  cDcronchmcnt  of  an  ai>d 
science  upufi  purely  social  life  is  a  ffcnuinc  Gorman 
fexture.  So  are  those  rtdoutta.  where  they  il^iocd 
and  ung,  and  gave  little  concerts.  In  nil  the  rest 
of  France  nutliing  of  the  sort  took  place,  nor  was 
there  any  tiling  to  remind  a  airaiif(cr  of  the  casinos 
uid  museums  of  Germany.  It  i«  the  Gennan  blood 
in  ilie  VMM  of  the  NonniiM  tliat  we  here  see  ••■ 
wrting  its  rights ;  and  when  in  science  tUcy  have 
once  cleared  away  Uic  great  stones  of  ardta-ology, 
against  which  they  stumble  at  every  step,  when  th« 
seed  of  music  which  they  liaro  sown  shall  have  pro- 
duced its  fruit,  the  Normans  will  prove  that  the 
native  country  of  Coriieillc,  of  Bernardin  de  St. 
Pierre,  of  ('hatcautmiind,  of  Casitnir  Uelavigne, 
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and  of  ArmaDd  Carrel,  need  not  be  behind  any 
other  part  of  France  in  art  and  science ;  and  that  a 
province  which  has  produced  the  two  greatett 
French  composers  of  modern  times,  Boieldieu  and 
Auber  (the  latter  from  Caen)  might  in  music  give 
the  ton  to  France,  as  formerly,  in  its  trouvert  and 
in  Basselin,  it  opened  a  new  career  in  art  to  the 
French,  and  as  at  the  present  day  it  sets  a  pattern 
to  the  whole  kingdom  by  its  efforts  to  populariso 
musio. 
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CHAPTER  XXI. 


Caairo*r«a :  lu  dcelins  >t  Cutd— Flonriihlng  Sutoof  Asrlcultara 
— Impnrtanc*  of  Dif  Apple-tno— S(KiMy  of  If  rloollara— In- 
trodaclion  af  lAminii  W  hcU— Cactln-bnoling — Prltm  Pollg- 
iiac't  Muriiin  Fli>i;kii — Mlimaoigciiionl  of  Honaa  —  Inllijcoc* 
of  Hono-ji-bliitiK— M>nn«n  mad  Cuittanit  iif  tliu  Praplv — Col*- 
bntionntToiilfili  D>^— Eultrr— Si.  Johci'i  Eos— EmigntiMi 
of  Labourer*;  rU  parnidoat  lodocDC*- 

Cakk  wn*  formerly  one  of  llic  mort  floiinKFiinjr 
cnmnirrci;il  towns  <»f  Nwrnwndy.  The  ovtffiowinj; 
of  thcOrnc,  which  once  pcnnhtrd  the  largor  tnuling 
vessels  to  come  up  to  the  port  of  C«cn,  whereas 
those  of  middling  si/e  only  can  now  proceed  so 
for,  and  even  this  passage  is  liable  lo  many  im- 
IwdimenlK,  is  one  of  the  causes  of  the  graduul  de- 
erenH-  of  the  oommeroe  of  Caen.  For  tliiH  reflwn, 
the  ciiixenn  have,  for  a  century  giast,  hccn  pn>]Kuiing 
a  canal  syittc-m  for  the  Onte,  an*)  it  in  nurprinng 
that  ihc  only  mult  ha*  hitherto  been  occasional 
altemptii,  which  hnvv  »nmi  been  abuttdonrd  sf^in- 
Uui  th(r  pnncipnl  cnusc  of  ihc  decline  of  the  oom- 
mrrcc  of  Cften  lies  dee()cr  tliiin  in  ttw  obitrucliont 
thrown  in  it*  way  by  the  river.  Since  Caen  has 
ceased  to  he  one  of  tlic  captals  of  an  independeoi 
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province,  unve  the  n-vocatiun  of  the  edict  of  Snntea 
droTc  away  most  of  its  incrcliuiits  and  manu- 
fnclurers,  and  especially  since  ihc  fuundaiioii  of 
Havre,  cotnmcrcc  must  necrasarily  retire  from  Caen, 
and  a  canal  to  tlie  sea  would  make  little  alteration. 

The  increaiwd  activity  const-quenl  on  ihc  revolu- 
tion of  18S0  >eein>  to  have  given  more  life,  for  a 
time,  to  the  cummeroc  of  Caen ;  for,  whereas  in 
1826  only  769  vessels  enterwi  the  jwri,  in  I83S 
their  number  amounted  to  668  French  ntui  73 
roreign,  and  in  183'3  to  919  French  and  100 
foreign ;  but  it  then  sunk  again  to  the  prcrious 
average,  and  u  ■(ill  greater  diminution  is  expected. 
But,  n*  trulr  declines,  agriculture  and  cattle-breed- 
iog  arc  improving  in  the  environs  of  Caun  and  all 
Lower  Normandy  in  general.  In  the  valleys  of 
tJte  Touque,  Dive,  and  Aurc,  llicre  arc  the  finest 
Dteodoirs  in  all  France,  and  the  horned  cattle  of 
iheae  pans  are  celebrated  far  and  near;  while  tho 
cbfneof  Mignnt,  Livurdt,  and  Pont  TEvix^ue,  and 
the  butler  of  Ingny,  belong  to  the  delicacies  of  the 
capital.  The  chalky  sml  of  Lisieux,  Falaise,  Ila- 
yeux,  and  ('aen,  proiluce^  abundant  crops  of  excel- 
lent con) ;  and  in  the  western  hilly  parts  of  Faliuse, 
in  the  arrondt»emc-»i  of  Virc,  uliere  formerly  liuck- 
trbeat,  rye,  harlcy,  and  oats  alone  were  scantily  cuU 
lirated,  yoo  now  see  the  richest  artificial  meaduv^ 
the  moit  luxuriant  com-tield^  and  very  rarely  a 
waste  piece  of  ground.  Throughout  the  whole 
province,  fruit  ia  larr^ly  cultivated,  and  it  produoex 
great  (]uaniil)<.-s  of  cider  and  !i)Hrituous  lit|iiors. 
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Th«  *(>plc-lrce,  which  tecniE  tu  have  been  brought 
from  8pain,  at  the  time  whtrn  the  \iiDgi  or  Nuvurre 
rmidcd  in  general  ia  Nurraaiidy— ili«  trurd  cidre  at 
leoM  iH  ihe  SpaiiiiJ)  cidra — j*  ihc  broidfruit  (iw  of 
N'ormuii()v  i   and  it  i*  no  wondiT  ihni  the    Normnn 
HpenkK^if  tliis  trcf  with  a  filial  sfft'Ciian  and  vcncr^ 
lion,  and  calls  it,  with  Uemardin  <le  Su  Pierte, 
**  I'arbre  de  raon   paya."     In  th«  Annniit   of  tht 
Soraety  of  Agriculture  and  Cominvrcr,  I  have  read 
t  formal  panegyric  nn  ihi>  lrc«,  in  which  ihv  kindly 
ditpoMition  of  (he  Norman  extendi  ittt-lf  lo  Nature. 
That,  wlicilwr  in  iia  spring  or  Auinmi-r,  autumn  or 
winter  dreaa,  it  b  an  uriinmeQi  lu  the  country,  niay 
readily  be  cunc«-ivi>d,  but  iliat  lU  fruit  fills  tiarv 
room,  cellar,  and  kitchen,  that  it  feeda  man  aod 
booat,  and  finally  serves  for  manurvf  thai,  in  short, 
it  U  all  in  all,  can  be  »eeo  in  Normandy  only.     The 
■pplaa  which  are  not  consumed  as  such,  or  exported, 
are  pre^ied  and  yield  cider,  the  wine  i>f  the  pro 
vince.     Such   at  are    nc»l   fit  fiM-   cider   Mrve   for 
attkittg  brandy  or  vinegar.     The  poRiace,  or  pulp, 
from   whkii  (be  juice  has  been    prcftscd,  supphea 
fodder  for  cattle:  mixed  with  veg  table  mould,  it 
fortnt  a  capital  manure  for  poor  land  ;  ai>d  in  dia- 
Iricta  where  wood  it  scarce,  this  uibiiancc  i«  dried 
and  uaed  in  tha  following  year  fur  fuel.     Thua  it  ia 
caiy  to  account  for  the  afTection  of  (be  Nornian  for 
"  the  tree  of  hi*  cuiintry,"  crcn  whan  not  clad  in  ita 
>)>ring  livary — the  tnooi  bcuutifttl  lioliday  dreti  in 
which   I   ever  saw  any  land   wluie  the  young  auil 
and  the  "  maiden  of  another  clime." 

The  Caen  Sode^  of  Agriculture  and  Commnvc 
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coniributM  nnl  i  little  to  the  fl<niri<ihing  state  of 
agriculture.  Il  is  owing  to  this  institultrm  that 
English  whcnt  (lammas,  p^  wheiil)  which  n|>ens 
carlii^r,  is  much  mure  productive,  and  requires  IcM 
time  and  trouble  in  ill  cultivation  than  ordinary 
wheat,  has  extended  l>e}''ind  the  limits  of  the  pro- 
vince, and  i*  «[)reuding  farther  and  farther  in 
France.  The  circum»tancfs  of  its  introduction 
into  Normandy  are  interesting.  An  Ktigtishman, 
named  Weaihercrofi,  who  emigrated  on  account  of 
his  upnionN,  >eiili-d  nt  Caen,  and  had  M>me  leod 
wheat  hrotighi  over  from  hit  own  country.  Among 
the  crop,  in  the  following  year,  were  two  ear*  of 
Umma§  wheat,  and  these  two  ears  were  the  Adorn 
and  Eve  of  an  innumerable  posterity  now  spread 
over  almost  all  France,  and  which  threatens  to  ex- 
terminate the  ordiiinrv  kind  of  wheat.  Ii  »a«  in 
1797  that  the*C  iwo  eara  were  gather^-d.  If  France 
hsa  toat  millions  through  the  war  with  England, 
perhap  iheie  two  grains  of  com,  sent  accidentally 
from  that  coimtry,  have  made  ample  nmctidifor  the 
miMbicf. 

The  Society  of  Agriculture  has  moreorcr  the 
merit  of  having  inMiiuted  jmxea  not  only  for  the 
best  pnxliKlions  of  the  toil,  but  bIko  for  labonren. 
1  am' not  aware  that  in  this  point  the  example  of 
the  English  Agricultural  Socieiiea  has  been  adopted 
in  any  other  part  of  France.  This  kind  of  cirmjw- 
liiion  mi^t  be  extn«li-d  to  every  branch  of  manu< 
faclurv*  and  arts.  TIm  idea  ia  as  old  oa  history, 
aod   gave  rile  Boa»e  thousand   years   ago  to  the 
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Olympic  games.  If  a  Greek  were  to  oome  to  lite, 
anil  (o  witiicM  our  |H>pti1flr  games  sixj  fc^tivitiesi  he 
would  lie  ilown  nguin  in  hi«  gnire  without  regnt. 

Catlle-brcitling  U  in  n  flourishing  ilau.-  in  the 
whole  of  Loner  Normandy.  It  is  well  known  that 
Prince  Poligoac  tiH>k  particular  paint  to  inlroduce 
the  breed  of  merinoa  into  Normandy,  and  tint  in 
18S7  he  hud  no  fewer  than  16,000  diivp  of  that 
breed  in  the  province ;  but  it  is  equally  well  known 
that,  aw  Polignac  could  not  turn  ihiv  trade  to 
■coount.  ull  France  w«ii  furced  to  otsiitt  him  to  bear 
the  cspcnce  of  carrying  it  oci,  since  the  government 
impowd  in  hia  favour  a  higher  duly  on  the  imports^ 
lion  of  wool,  and  ihu»  kept  him  on  hit  legs,  Po- 
Kgnac  afterwnrdit  be«aine  minitu-r,  and  teems  while 
in  office  to  have  kept  un  eye  u)M)n  ht^  ihii-p;  but  a 
few  unruly  rams  upwt  the  whole  roiiiiHtcrial  sbe^ 
breeding  speculation. 

The  Agricultural  Society  of  C.ien  has  instJIuied 
priies  also  for  the  bc&t  horses  and  horned  cattle, 
and  thut  contributetl  tu  tite  improvement  of  ttw 
brei-ds.  But  the  nature  of  the  ronnlry  itM-tf  incites 
the  inhabitants  to  this  pursuit,  and  the  Normans 
have  long  been  celebrated  for  the  skill  with  whicti 
they  carry  it  on.  Of  tate  yean,  however,  the 
horses,  in  jiarticular  of  Caen  and  ll»c  environs,  have 
ton  somrKliat  of  their  old  repule.  Tliis  is  owing 
to  the  way  in  which  they  are  reared  ;  and,  Oit  the 
Agricultural  Society  has  publicly  esplaincil  the 
came,  it  U  to  be  hoped  tlial  the  evil  will  Ik-  rem*- 
llicd.    Theyouiig  iMrHt  in  the  nrigbliourboud  of 
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Caen  an  in  general  ill  fed  and  kept  to  tiard  work. 
At  eigliiceti  moDthiior  twu  yvan  old,  they  arc  em- 
ployed wiihout  mercy,  like  older  aiiiRuils  in  ■1>G 
operations  of  fanniDgt  aod  worked  till  three  and  ■ 
haJf  in  a  way  that  cannot  but  be  injurious  to  them. 
In  order  lo  hII  them  to  adviuiingir  in  thi*  noari-st 
,  market,  the  owner*  then  shut  ihcm  up  for  oat 
hundred  dayein  warm  and  dark  stables,  cover  them 
with  woollen  cloths,  and  gtw  tlteni  no  exerdae. 
During  the  firu  tifieen  or  twenty  dayi  of  tlti>  con- 
finnncnl,  they  arc  allowed  very  tittle  f<KxI ;  but 
after  that  they  are  supplied  with  as  much  osta, 
barley,  horee^beana,  barley-meal,  and  Swedifih  tur- 
iripa  a*  they  can  pussibly  eat,  juat  as  if  they  were 
fattening  fur  the  butcher.  Tu  obviaie  ihi-  cnn»e- 
qucncec  of  want  "f  cxerciM-,  frequent  bleeding  ii 
resorted  to.  This  ireaiment  renders  the  animal  fat 
and  plump,  and  gives  him  a  glo«ay  ikin ;  but  at 
Uw  same  time  duly  prepArt^i  him  for  all  «ortx  of' 
diaeases;  ami  nunilHTs  of  the  6ne«t  looking  hurws, 
■old  after  thmr  release — the  (enn  used  is  affronektr  ] 
^n  the  tnurket  of  Caen,  soon  disappoiiic  the  ex>j 
pcctaiioni  formed  from  thvir  briiliuni  ii|)|>earanoe. 

Horsc-jobbiDg  tcvms  niao  lo  have  rxerciNcd  a 
moral  influence  on  the  inliabitanla  of  Caen  and  tbej 
environ*.     Tliey  tuive  the  reputation  of  being  aoi 
litigioua  that  you  cannot  do  any  bumiiess  wlmiever] 
wilhfMit  writings,  signed,  Muled,  aiu)  duly  attested 
by  the  autborilies,  uiiIcm  you  winild  like  to  have* 
little  Buit  into  the  bargain,  and  hortr^^lcabng  ironki 
actions  nuy  certainly  tend  to  strengthen  ibi>  pro> 
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pciisily  in  ■  panicitUr  manner,  on  account  of  (he 
tricks  and  contDMliclions  to  which  ibey  giv«  riw. 
But  the  real  ii)»ru]  gniuiKl  of  lite  fondDL-M  of  tllC 
Normans  for  litigation  t«  of  a  diffvrmt  kind :  I 
liave  adverted  to  it  elsewhere. 


The  Norman  is  more  attached  than  the  inhabit 
tiint  of  any  other  province  of  France,  cxcc^ing, 
perhaps,  the  Aluitian,  to  his  ancient  manners  and 
customs ;  and  nnnii.'  of  titew  in  Caen  and  ihv  envt> 
runs,  which,  though  tbey  are  di«app«ring  more  uod 
more  in  the  towns,  arc  repeated  from  year  to  year 
in  tliv  oounlry,  way  be  traced  back  without  much 
trouble  to  the  times  of  Hainan  or  Saxon  paganism. 
The  Nomian,  like  the  Gcmuin,  i»  in  general  not 
conurnt  lo  take  the  festival  as  a  fnuval.  Hr  tUivM 
to  give  it  a  tincture  of  the  wonderful,  the  spectral. 
He  has  a  feeling  of  tlte  pn^enoe  of  a  higher 
power;  and  hi«  underMitnding  dtirs  not  allow  him 
to  recognize  in  its  opemiions  and  effects  the  gmt 
Sprit  which  rules  all  Nature.  Ignorance  does  iwl 
lead  n(>cesuril_v  to  super&iition ;  for  there  are  many 
ignorant  ]>crsons  who  have  sliaken  off  supcmitioo 
at  the  same  tiiiK  with  faith.  Something  nwrc  '» 
rcquisite^a  living,  a  creative  imagination,  and  a 
mind  open  to  rxtemjil  iin[>reaMom.  Superstition  is 
poetry ;  and  a  people  ituit  is  superstitious  Inu  hopes 
that  some  day,  when  superstition  is  transformed  not 
into  unbelief  but  into  belief,  of  producing  [loetic 
cnatioDs.    MallKrtw,  CoronUc,  Ikmardin  de  St. 
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I^erre,  Delavigne,  ottd  many  oibers  who  luive  cele> 
bnud  Normindy  a§  ihcir  native  land,  have  owed 
perhaps  more  to  this  national  quality  of  the  Nof^ 
nui)  ihan  they  were  themsclvMi  awnn.-  i>f. 

In  Caen,  and  Mill  more  in  its  rarirons,  Epi)))iany, 
Twelfth  Day,  is  o  fmiva!  of  the  poor.  Every 
family  has  iis  cake  called  '*  le  piteau  d«it  rcaa."  It 
ia  cut  into  one  mure  than  a»  inuny  pirccs  as  there 
are  members  in  the  family;  to  each,  prcm.-nt  or 
absmi,  a  share  is  allolU'd,  and  the  supernumerary 
portion  is  "  la  pan  du  bon  IHeu" — the  share  of  the  i 
good  God.  After  the  cake  is  cut  up,  one  of  the  chiU 
drcn  creeps  under  the  ubie,  and  the  father  asks, 
"  Who  is  thin  piece  for  ?"  and  the  child  answers  for 
such  or  such  a  one,  or  for  "  le  bon  Dieu."  Each 
takes  his  piece,  and  whoever  chances  to  get  a  Ixan 
that  has  been  bnki-d  in  the  cuke  is  the  king  of  the 
festival.  The  share  of  the  absent  is  reserved  for 
them )  it  is  carefully  put  away,  and  serves  as  a 
barometer  of  the  health  of  ihe  distant  owner.  If 
be  IS  well,  it  takes  no  injury  ;  if  he  ts  ill,  it  contracts 
a  little  mould  ;  and  if  he  dies,  it  becomes  quite 
spoiled.  The  beggars  from  all  the  country  round 
aoon  appear;  and  in  an  ancient  song,  accompanied 
with  wretched  music,  they  address  thrmwlvn  to 
the  king  of  the  house,  soliciting  "  la  part  du  bun 
dieu."  The  song,  hymn,  or  whatever  it  may  be 
called,  is  ax  follows : 

Bun  Mil  luutc  U  coaipasiile  d'colta  ib«Uoii: 
Plffo  mat  «iii(Mg  biinii*  SiinM  M  do*  biist  k  folSM  I 
Koiu  HiDRiM  dc  pay>  itniigtr*  louo*  en  cv  Bn 
P<iu>  vonii  fairs  k  Jvmftnds  ■!«  ts  fut  k  Dim. 
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In  this  ample  cuftom  there  i>  eo  much  feeling;,  so 
much  tliiit  it  chilcllikr,  thnt  ii  suffices  of  itself  to 
chsractcrisp  a  people  who  could  pmcrTv  ii  during 
the  storms  of  recent  times. 

At  Easter,  the  sttree  scene  is  repeated  in  a  dif- 
ferent fomi. 

On  Easter  Sunday  rvcniiig,  or  Easter  Monday 
tnoming,  the  environs  nf  Caen  resound  oo  all  lidm 
with  the  musK  of  numerous  bands.  They  f^  from 
door  to  door,  and  sing  an  old  hymn  :  a  couple  of 
stanns  of  which  t  subjoin:—' 

S^hci  le*  Urniv*  At  ««  j*ai. 
Lc  ro)  dolBicTToet  dMclsiu, 
l^t  nMUKit*  ylorlras. 
JUMoisI 

DaDBU  qaelqiM  choM  m  dunteor, 
Qui  chuit  In  looaagM  dn  Mi|ntDr. 

Va  JooT  Tl«Ei<lr« 

Dieo  Tou*  l*r«nilm. 
^IklDtal 

It  is  rarely  that  this  itppeal  has  not  (he  eflrct  of 

obtaining  for  (he  singer  a  fewr  eggs  or  ptccna  of 

money.      But   if  Ihc  p«rson  addressed  is  htnuelf 

poor,  he  replies  with  this  pleasantry  i-— 

Pkovn  ohinUtr,  I'm  md  *mi«, 

^^«^^  pool'  n'K  pM  MtOC  |Md>, 

DuDiin  tlviidr*, 
Rot'  at  (chat)  pondtu 
AlUlaJal 

Tlic  beggars  then  go  farther,  pocketing  the  Joke. 

On  St.  John's  ctc,  you  ace  in  the  enrirons  of 
Caen  bonfires  blazing  on  every  hilt,  and  lads  and 
laases  dancing  around  thetn.    The  learned  assert 
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that  this  feHtival  derives  its  origin  from  Roman  pOp 
Ifwaiani,  and  tliat  it  was  in  reality  d  fi<stival  of  Ceres, 
when  the  hiuboudoieii  ran  through  the  Belds  with 
burning  Brebrandt  to  rcpreMnt  the  it-areti  after 
FroK<;r{iiiiL-t  and  that  (his  was  Ironsformcd  inlo  a 
Chnsliuii  fcBtivol.  at  which  the  minister  of  St.  John's 
church  has  a  light  to  kindle  the  6rat  bonfire. 

Anodier  festival  seems  lo  be  derived  froni  the 
Saxons.  On  Christinas  eve  the  children  light 
torches  of  fir,  and  bail  the  new-born  Christ  with 
doDtiiig  ikod  singing.  It  is  known  that  among  tlic 
ancient  Saxons  the  year  began  with  tliis  day,  and 
due  new  year's  night  was  celebrated  by  ihcni  in 
the  mate  manner.  Supcrstiuon  gave  a  paruculor 
import  to  these  lorchJances,  The  torches  are 
■priakled  with  holy  water,  kept  the  whole  year,  and 
lighted  whenever  it  tliuuders,  in  order  lo  protect 
the  house  from  the  lightning.  The  same  custom 
is  met  with  along  the  Bhine. 

Formerly  popular  festivals  of  thia  kind'  were 
more  frei)ucnt,  and  tbv  dorgy  themselves  en- 
ooiuaged  ihnc  citstoms,  and  especially  the  canii> 
vol,  which  is  so  widely  dilfuiied,  after  tliey  had 
borrowed  them  from  iIm*  (lugan  priests. 

It  is  lomcntablc  to  see  how  seldom  such  customs 
and  festivals,  which,  while  they  pay  homage  lo 
absurdity,  nevertheless  have  their  fair  side  tending 
to  ek'vntc  the  mind,  can  be  attacked  witliout  do- 
straying  the  sound  kernel  along  with  the  rotten  fruit. 
But  such  u  man  :  when  he  would  drive  away  t)»o 
fly,  he  fclcbe*)  like  the  bear  in  the  fable,  a  huge 
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■tone,  and  daiihea  in  pircc*,  not  only  the  insect,  but 
alu)  the  liettd  rrom  wlikh  he  means  lo  scare  it. 
The  |>)iiIusophiTs  of  tUe  eighteenth  and  thnr  ap«s 
ID  tbo  nineteenth  century  acted  and  act,  for  the 
moAt  part,  ver^  liki-  die  bcnr  in  the  fabl«. 

Ca«ii  and  lh«  environs  were  foruKTly  very 
wcallliy,  and  the  country  ia  in  consequence  ex- 
twoiely  populous.  Th«  decline  of  trade  has  necev 
•arily  iiad  an  itijunuu* influence  dH-iv;  hi-nce  Umrc 
it  n  f{reat  nuinlxT  of  idle  hands.  Uul  Oic  Nomum  ia 
too  spirited  to  put  up  quietly  with  his  distress  ;  and 
as  he  cuuibint's  in  hiniielf,  like  his  Gi-niian  ances- 
tors, tlie  two  opposite  sentiments,  fondness  for  emU 
gratiun  and  love  of  country,  he  soon  rrtolvcs  to 
quit  his  native  land,  and  to  seek  elsewhere  what  he 
cannot  find  at  home.  Thousands  of  labourers 
fnitn  Caen  and  the  vicinity,  commonly  called  tat/- 
Iturt  dr  pierrea,  becauirc,  while  they  nrc  at  horao, 
they  on.-  iiio^ily  employed  in  the  slone-qunrrics,  leave 
ttie  country  in  Rprinj;,  work  in  Havre,  Cherbourg, 
■nd  Paris,  till  towards  autumn,  and  then  return  to 
gel  in  die  harvest,  and  lo  |>am  the  winter  nt  home. 
The  women,  during  the  absence  of  tltetr  husbands, 
earn  their  bread  by  laco-making. 

This  emiftration  from  the  environs  uf  Caen  in  of 
iiiculcuiable  oonsequenee  for  all  Lower  Nonnantly, 
and  hegins  already  lo  show  its  fruit.  I  am  tbo* 
roughly  convine<,il  that  maninge,  a  family,  are  the 
strongest  defences  of  mDrality,  and  wherever  I  hava 
been  I  have  found  procds  of  the  truth  of  this 
^liitioa.     This  partial  migrauon  releases  husband 
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anil  wjfr  for  sin  or  eight  months  from  ihc  bnrHl!>  of 
iDBtninony.  The  man  Kvks  and  finds  abroad  ooi»> 
pmuiion  Torhu  privations,  and  die  woman  ninains 
at  homt-  without  a  protcrlor  This  ci  re  u  in  stance 
alone  must  have  rcry  great  influence.  The  mm, 
moreover,  bring  back  froni  ihi'ir  Ira^eK  a  numlKr 
of  buuks,  and  in  girnerol  tiuch  only  a*  .iggmvnit-  the 
evil,  widiout  tending  lo  enlighten — those  slupid 
novels  of  JuIcB  Janin'a  sdiool  or  manufactory, 
those  lusiiou!!  stories  of  love-intrijjues.  Id  winter 
eveniogA  the  femaieji,  married  and  single,  witli  their 
i  in  Icemen  Is,  meet  soniecimes  in  one  house,  some- 
times in  another,  where  one  of  the  men  reads  a 
novel  of  this  kind,  and  thus  sowit  the  seed  which 
be  has  brought  wiih  him  from  the  cn|iital.  Of 
course,  as  soon  as  ihc  men  arc  gone  again,  ihc 
womea  strive  to  act  the  novel  to  which  they  have 
been  listening.  Hence,  such  a  corruption  of  man- 
ners, such  a  moral  de[>r«vity,  pervade  this  cUss 
of  [lenple  as  arc  not  lo  be  found  in  any  other  part 
of  Normandy,  and  as  perhaps  cannot  be  checked 
but  by  the  formation  of  institutions  in  the  country 
itself  for  the  employment  of  the  idle  lumds — if, 
however,  it  be  possible  to  exterminate  nn  evil  ilist 
grows  rank  as  weeds  upon  a  neglected  soil.  Dis- 
treas  ia  the  nurse  of  vice  and  crime,  and  he  only  is 
a  preacher  of  worth  and  morality  who  strive*  to 
find  a  pi'rmnncnl  remedy  for  iu  But  how  is  it  to 
be  remedied  f  This  is  tj)c  ([uestton,  around  which 
at  the  present  day  the  world  and  history  revolve  as 
round  their  axes ;  and  it  is  a  roust  ira]Mrtant  point 
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thai  the  pilots  who  ore  at  tbc  helm  of  states  have 
been  compelled  to  ask  ibia  que«ion.  The  future 
roust  decide  whether  railroads  mil  afford  a  remedy, 
whether  the  material  part  of  the  question  alone 
needs  on  answer,  or  wheilinr  men  muM  bcoooK 
men,  and  subjecu  dlizens,  before  the  nwit  com- 
plete material  amendment  can  produce  a  pvrmaneDt 
effect. 
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CHAPTER  XXII. 


Bkjsui— Th*  Cath*iJr«l— Spirit  ■(!<]  Honl  Bute  of  Ih*  Oergj— 
Aocknt  Imparluice  of  the  Town— Its  pttHDt  Trade— Bijdui 
Tkpcttry- Popukr  Supmliligna ;  Ucrman  Origin  of  Mime  of 
them  eoManged  by  the  Clergy — Fetiche*— TnulltlOn  of  St. 
Loup — Thu  Parwin'i  Conjuiing-Buok — 'I'hu  p4Jrj  of  ArgougM 
—Patoii  of  ^le  People  of  the  Beasio — Th«ir  Ftp^niive  nunet 
for  nklural  Object! — Proverb*  illualratiYC  of  their  Chiraclvf — 
POpalkr  Song — MinL-nlotu  Cnraa — Belief  Id  Witohor»ft> 

Thk  road  from  C'«en  to  Baycux  runs  tlitv>ugh 
rich  corn-delds,  varyitig  with  luxuriant  meadows, 
adonietl  with  thv  ft{iplv-ircv,  which  i*  never  wanting 
in  Normandy.  Here  and  there  rite  miall  liilli, 
ntrcly  (»vcrcii  nith  wood,  so  that  you  may  over- 
look the  country  for  a  con&idcrablc  distance,  wliti  its 
Nornian-Goihiccliurch-sieepleii  and  its  neat  villous. 
Id  spring  yoti  may  fancy  that  you  are  riding  through 
a  continued  H-rics  of  plensurc-grounds. 

At  length  the  beautiful  cathedral  of  Buycux  ap- 
pears in  vi«w.  It  is  very  ancient,  and  of  course  (he 
more  remarkable  for  tlic  amautir.  It  was  formerly 
Tcry  rich,  and  n  list  of  its  trtanurcH,  made  in  1476, 
ra/)rrfi/u^(i/'fr{/ini,  acoordingto  the  expcuion  of  a 
NormoD  )ii&lorian.  These  ueasures  have,  it  is  true, 
diMppearcd ;  the  Huguenots  robbed  tlie  church  of 
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u>iue  of  them,  and  lh«  Hevoluiion  clispcrecd  tlic  rot : 
anti  this  eccleuaslical  wealth  U  doing  at  this  day 
iiiorL-  wuDdiTA  aiuuiig  (hv  pt-oplv  than  cv«r  dU)  relic 
ill  ihu  Imiul  uf  a  privst.  Thin,  tiowever,  ha»  not 
hnJ  ihc  vSvci  of  extirpating  thai  ciuicvr  which  pre- 
v.iiU  ID  oil  countries  guvcrned  by  the  clrrgy-^I 
iiK'Oii  beggary — for  on  the  road  fruni  Caen  to  Ba- 
yeux  our  charity  was  K>licil«d  by  at  least  a  dozen 
boyn  «iid  old  men. 

fiayeux  tcvnis  to  have  be«n  one  of  ihv  towns 
which,  af^itr  the  immigratiun  of  tl>e  Nomians,  iras 
intutbited  excluuvely  by  thvm,  and  where  they 
kt-pt  ilteniAflvM  lo»ge»i  iiDinixcd  with  ihc  French. 
Vi'illiam  Longnwonl,  at  Icait,  said,  conconiiRg  the 
FdiKotion  of  his  son  Richard,  to  Boton,  carl  of  the 
Bcsiiin,  "  If  I  have  him  brought  up  at  Iluucn,  he 
will  not  team  Danish,  for  nobody  here  «peaks  that 
language.  Rut  1  wi^h  lo  »cc  him  educated  in  such 
a  niaiiMcr  an  to  Icsm  to  «]K-nk  Daniiti.  Here  tl>ey 
»pv«k  nothing  but  Itomanv:  but  at  Baycux  moai 
uf  the  inhabitanta  can  ulk  Danish  only.  Tlwrc- 
forr  it  is  iny  wish.  Sir  Botiin,  that  lie  should  resde 
with  you,  and  that  you  iliould  take  upon  you  the 
care  of  hs  cducattoo.** 
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*  Se  ■  RatDif  lebi  guJcr 
B  (lorir  surfla  luii|[iinon(, 
II  n«  (Sim  pkil«r  iwimt 
Dsnol*.  Qtr  nul  nvl  i  pftrul*. 
81  rm!  ki|  Mil  •  toll  oMola 
K*  ■■  lUncia  ucD  parlor. 
8*  aa  M>b«M  naimt  fori  roman* 
Ufa  a  BijUM  fwln  M  duicu  BOO, 
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Day«ox  was  sod  Mill  in  the  aee  uf  a  bishop  :  most 
of  the  clergy  renidcnt  iliorei  who  could  not  rorgive 
ihc  R«voluiion  for  hav'mff  tent  out  ihe  goldea 
apo«llc«  inio  the  world  to  preach,  wen-  iilways 
Stanch  paniians  of  (he  BourbooB.  and  at  the  proent 
day  are  in  general  Carlists.  The  toajority  of  the 
iohsbilanu  uf  Uaycux,  who  live  in  a  great  measure 
by  the  clerg^y.  and  urv  untk-r  ttii^r  itiHueiice,  sing 
Aincn  wbvnrvvr  ibvir  reverences  pronounce  u  bles- 
sing or  a  curtp. 

A  few  days  after  my  arrival  at  Dayeux,  a  fralival 


El  par  cc  ilrn  qui-n>  Botnii 

Veil  k«  *<n  rai«  cuieniblo  ad  'Ot 

Et  da  U  anwlftiin  curio*. 

Le  Romttn  d»  Rou. 
Dado,  p.  112,  Hj*:  "  Quonlim  quidcm  Kotliomigonti*  eivlu* 
ronuii  pntioH  qiinin  dtcius  ntitur  rloqueutii.  vl  B*jaCMVuali 
fniilar  li«)viirnliui  docliiu  lingaa  qium  rnmsna  "  llili  pM- 
Mgo  ■■  probably  thw  ori|[inal  nourcii  of  cb«  aboTv  ananlol*.  W» 
MO  fnun  it  tbat  (he  wrtler  of  th«  romanvo  gae*  farther  than  (h« 
thraaJdir.  wheu  h«  aay*  th«(  (lolxuly  tii  Kounn  apohn  Daniah. 
whilp  tbo  latlor  merrly  aaaerta  that  the  Romine  langQi|te  wia 
mare  eoanniiin  Uiaro.  Porhapa  Ihli  pituafr  of  tJie  chrenlrle, 
Wtiab  may  br  foundnl  nn  a  fact — the  Dani*b  lanpiigaat  Bajvsa 
•Ad  tb«  educaiioii  u(  Hiclitrtl  m  ihat  town  for  the  fMffomtt 
iMrciinit  Uaonli-— ha*  a  ililTotnnt  inean<nit>  1'h*  Nornian  mtUiira 
tooaiited  of  Norwegiani,  Swedei.  Danei.  and  eirn  Sixoni. 
Ratio  wa*  •  N«r«*itiaii.  and  It  !■  to  b*  prMumwf  (hat  the  Noi^ 
■NCita*  oalleetod  around  Lim  lo  Ihe  greaieat  numtwr.  Tha 
DanM,  un  Ihu  ulher  hand,  ap|>wac  to  ha>e  wttlfd  with  th<lr 
loader  at  Bayeai.  and  lo  hare  been  moat  namcruui  th«re,  tlence 
U  iraa  thtx  Wttliam  [^nRiword  hdI  hi*  ton  thithar  to  liiarn 
DsAiak,  Bat  it  u  contniy  to  tha  nalore  of  thtn((i  loaaiumfl 
thai,  twenty  year*  after  the  eilablmliment  uf  tlic  Norniaiia  iti 
Roa*ci.  lb«ir  pnni'ijwl  >eat.noa«  of  them  ocmld  apaak  IheNomiaa 
bacBsa. 
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woa  hdd  iber«,  of  which  1  shall  say  a  few  words 
for  nOcr  that  I  need  say  no  more  conccrDing  the 
moral  mate  of  ihe  clergy  in  tliai  city.  The  new 
bishop  of  Flours  wsa  consccrau'd  at  Baycux  by  the 
bishop  of  that  place.  SctctbI  other  bishops,  the 
dergy  from  the  whole  adjaceni  country,  and  a  grcst 
concourse  of  pcofide,  had  been  drawn  to  Bayeux  by 
tlii"  «ylcmnity.  The  church  w,i»  wimpluou  jy  deco- 
rated and  parted  off  into  several  diviaons.  Here 
is  the  ticket  of  the  prices  of  admittanc« : — 

AvknuScan*.    Logn  rewrrAM      .    .  10  Fnocs- 

l«rM  OalcriM b    — 

Cooloin  <la  Jobo      . 6    — 

SdM  Logoa,  clikpgllei  Utenlea        .    .      S    — 

San  L(«w U  CMt. 

The  Caen  paper,  Ui  Pilotc,  conuincd  nest  day  the 
following  paragrnpli :  "  In  the  evening,  tlic  manager 
of  ihv  theatre  had  likcnriae  reason  to  be  satisfied  with 
his  receipts.  The  places  were  r»ot  so  dear,  it  is  true, 
but  the  house  was  full ;  and  we  obaerred  in  the  6r>t 
boxes  the  same  fncvs  and  the  taue  dresaet  as  we  lud 
remarked  in  the  morning  in  the  gallnie*  of  tbe 
catliedml." 

This,  methinks,  is  quite  sufiicknt ! 

It  is  preliy  certain  (hot  llsyeux  was  formerly  one 
of  the  l!nit  town*  of  Lower  Normandj' ;  ami  ihiit  wc 
w  autboriacd  tu  aMiimc,  indeed,  by  the  carcum- 
■tUKeafilabavii^been  chosen  for  anrptscopal  see: 
■t  pnaent  it  is  little  more  tiian  a  village.  Agricul- 
ture and  cattle-breeding  are  the  principal  occups- 
ttoDS  of  tbc  inhabitants.    The  tndc  in  butter  is  con- 
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wkmbk :  Am  torn  md>  uwMUy  ibotrt  1»^00O 

I  ^nB  poo  lo  I'arii,  aad  i*  aid  la 

5000  poanb  af  nntwrjr  butur  p» 

A  gnat  mabv  of  ih« 

to  8000^  an  ^m^  ia  —fctng  Uoadvi 
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hair  of  the  Norman  prietU,  •  circumstance  whieh 
spe«ks  inclirvctly  in  favour  of  the  amiquity  uf  ih« 
tafx-'xlry.  In  Lnln'  liincs  this  ancimt  work  was 
called  to  pinjr  a  part  which  its  roval  author  ncrcr 
drcami  of.  When  Itonaparte  designed  to  invade 
England,  he  wot  (hijt  tnpetitrjr  upon  itx  iruTL-)&,  and 
caused  it  to  be  exhibited  in  Houen  and  Paris,  to 
afford  neulnr  dcmotistrnlion  that  it  waa  a  mt-rr  triHe 
to  conquer  a  iialion  which  ei^hl  hundred  years  ago 
was  ttot  able  to  withstand  the  sovereign  uf  Normandy 
aloiie.     How  litlle  are  f^nt  men  very  often  ! 

But  litis  is  a  subject  which  I  had  no  intention  to 
discuH.  An  inhabitant  of  Uayeus,  M.  Pluquet, 
has  prmUioed  a  little  work  of  a  cUita  of  which  there 
are  unliicliily  very  few  in  France.*  Aa  the  parti- 
culars which  he  relate*  concerning  Boyeux  ai>d  ita 
environs  mostly  apply,  with  mere  local  alteraiiooi, 
to  the  whole  of  Lower  Nomuindy,  I  »hal)  make  no 
a{K>logy  for  inUoduciog  liere  some  of  the  resulia  of 
his  book. 

The  source  of  popular  tales,  of  ghost  stories,  is  a 
lively  imagination,  which  is  not  eonlent  to  lake  the 
external  phenofnenon,  l>ul  wants  to  know,  seeks,  and 
creutt-H,  the  cause  of  it.  Now  poetry,  if  the  people 
arc  rralty  |>tH.-lical,  decks  oui  this  wonderful  cntlw  of 
the  natural  phenomenon  with  the  riclic«  of  a  fcnile 
imagination ;  aad  if  they,  like  most  of  the  tribes  of 
German  origin,  look  upon  Nature  with  friendly  eye, 
that  too  Ix-conH-ft  instinct  with  life ;  and  the  tnv,  the 

*    "  Contu   PupuUlrM.  Prtfugte.   PktcnK  «t   Vnnthta  de 
I'AiwliMviuMi  d«  Bafvoa.     Reovo,  ISM." 
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Spring,  the  hill,  ihc  river,  arc  irnnsfurni«i  into  living 
bcing«,  thai  look  duwn  from  the  other  world  upoD 
ihis  of  wliich  we  are  dcniaens. 

A  German,  if  he  were  to  aiinglv  with  the  people 
of  Normandy,  um)  ukv  llic  trouble  to  Htudy  llieir 
notioos,  scEitimenifi,  and  manners,  would  toon  find 
bitDHclf  at  home.  He  would  there  meet  with  ihc 
same  stories  which  at  oiice  tL-mticd  and  delighted 
him  in  cl)ildhood.  The  frightful  wea-wolf,  whow 
very  tuuno,  loup-garou  (warou,  warwou,  warwolf)i 
IK  German,  isaii  oldscquaintaoce  ;  and  hcitvqualty 
familiar  with  the  bone-goawer,  rongtur  li'tm,  a  tiuu) 
metanwrphowd  itito  a  dog,  dragf^ng  chains  along 
die  streeU  and  (Hcking  up  bones  by  the  way.  The 
Edda  makes  mention  of  men  thus  iransfortDcd  by 
wil  qitriu  into  wolves  or  dogs. 

The  German  origin  oftliew  two  imaginary  beings 
is  undeniable :  neither  con  it  be  doubted  that,  if  the 
Gauls  liad  bere  and  there  a  little  witclt-story  of  lliar 
own,  titcy  Were  far  surpassed  by  the  Germans  in 
their  fondness  for  the  wonderful,  in  their  poetry  of 
witchcraft,  fairies,  and  gubiins ;  and  if  at  the  present 
day  the  Nomians  can  kcej>  pace  witli  the  (lennan 
pwsants,  it  is  the  German  blood  circulatiiig  in  their 
veins  Uiat  they  liavc  to  thank  for  it. 

The  genuine  German  intuition  of  Nature,  which 
is  reflected  in  the  UngtMgt,  and  which  infuses  a 
new  and  wunderful  life  into  the  already  to  beautiful 
bfe  of  rirers,  hilU,  trees,  and  rondows,  bos  likewise 
beni  transntticd  to  the  Normans.  Everybody  has 
•ren  in  the  meadows  Urge  circlcs  where  the  gnsa  is 
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withoml  and  as  if  burned.  The  Nonnnn  calb 
ibeee,  as  tbc  EDglish  do,  rairy>rings,  cercU^  dea/efSt 
and  aimbutL's  (Item  to  the  amc  cause  a*  wm  as* 
signed  to  thrai  by  the  rural  population  of  Briuin.  If 
be  bean  a  wolf  howling  at  night,  hv  knows  that  ■ 
troop  of  Lubins  i»  galloping  to  the  church)pard  to 
dig  up  ihv  dnd,  and  that  ihc'ir  loadvr  i*  a  huge 
black  Lubin,  who,  when  be  sees  a  man  approaching, 
ones,  *■  Robert  m  inon  !  Robert  est  tnort  l  "  on 
which  flgna)  the  whoir  troop  scani|)cr  off*. 

This  natural  di^^posiiion  of  the  Norman*  wn«  en- 
eoumged  and  deve)u|M:d  [>y  ihelM'lief  in  the  miracle* 
of  ChriHtianily,  and  hy  the  tolicilude  of  the  piieUa 
lo  exhibit  thcinsclTcs  and  their  prvdccvnors  ia  a 
higher  light ;  nnd  if  tlie  belief  in  witches  has  iniun- 
lained  its  ground  for  tbousanda  of  yenrs,  and  it  uill 
exists  in  mass  in  France,  and  espeeiatly  in  No(v 
maody,  the  clergy  arc  more  lo  binme  for  this  than 
any  thing  else. 

The  anxiety  of  the  clergy  lo  fall  In  with  lh« 
popular  Doiions  is  manifested  in  Nonnandy  in  the 
w«IU  and  springx,  which  are  nioaily  under  the  pnv 
tvcdon  of  a  »aint  who  has  dispossi-sKcil  mate  nymph 
of  her  right,  and  now  perforins  the  most  miraculous 
cures,  OS  ihc  did  before  him.  Should  any  ooe  COS* 
•ider  my  remark  conoeming  the  influence  of  the 
ck>rgy  on  the  bel»ef  in  witches  ns  too  severe,  let  him 
recollect  ihal,  one  or  two  hundred  ycnrs  Ago,  the 
clergy  burned  wiichcs  without  ceremony,  or  rather 
with  gmt  ceremony  and  pomp.  So  long  as  the 
memory  of  these  execulioD*  lives  among  the  people, 
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SO  long  the  belief  in  wildics  will  not  Ik  exterminated. 
In  Norroandy  that  belief  is  still  the  oixk-r  <*f  the 
d«y ;  and  every  oiling  cow,  every  bod  crop,  every 
thundcr-«torni,  we  the  coiiKtfueiiceooruiuie  spdlf 
which  none  but  a  witch  or  wiunl  ran  diiuolve. 
The  spirits  which  nw  from  the  grave,  to  breccch 
their  friends  and  relaiivea  to  redeem  them  from 
purgatory,  are  still  frtTJi  in  ih«  niemory  of  the  Nor--j 
mans.  Another  cnltioltc  dogma  howls  at  night  is 
Nonoandy,  Uirough  town  and  country,  in  the  form 
atjifiiehea:  for  \\\eie  JiHthetf  white  as  snow,  and 
perfK-tty  innocent,  but  extremely  nhy,  since  they 
iostantly  vanish  if  you  attecnpt  to  Lay  hold  of  them, 
■n  no  otb«r  than  ioftou  who  have  dicti  tinbnpiized, 
sod  whose  ■[Mrils»  aooording  to  (he  catholic  docu-ine^ 
0Ml  between  heaven  and  hell,  and  know  not  what 
ta  to  become  of  them,  because  they  are  not  provided 
with  the  passport— a  place  in  the  baplismnl  register. 
One  of  these  supernatural  stories  current  in  the 
eavirona  of  Ilayeux  woa  to  a  certainty  invented  by 
ihe  dri^  theinfelvea.  It  is  called  by  the  people 
"rtiistoirv  dc  In  Im-ic  de  Sl  Loup."  A  furioua 
wolf  did  a  great  deal  of  mischief,  at  the  time  of  the 
btibopSt.  Loup,  in  the  suburbs  of  Bayeux  and  the 
■urroundinjc  vil!af;e*.  The  bishop  resuKnl  to  au 
tack  the  twuKt  himwlf:  accordingly,  Ik  (ought  the 
farodous  animal,  and,  having  mada  a  rope  of  hia 
•tote,  threw  it  about  the  woITs  neck,  and  dragged 
him  by  it  to  the  water  and  drownc«l  him.  From 
that  time,  in  order  in  perpetuate  the  remembrance 
of  the  d«ed,  the  wolf,  la  bHt  <k  St.  lotip,  haunted 
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Bnyeux,  and  pmwln)  howling  about  the  church  of 
St.  Loup.  While  he  continued  tu  do  so,  iHibody 
could  doubt  ihc  miracle ;  and  sTen  noir  that  he  has 
ceased  to  visit  the  town,  very  few  tbeep  of  the  cbris- 
ti«n  fliKk  of  Ilayeux  doubt  the  fact,  for,  is  not  a 
rtprcncniaiion  of  it,  hewn  in  stone,  to  be  wen  at 
the  church  f 

Some  of  the  stories  current  in  the  environs  of 
Bayeux  are  to  podicitl  and  to  humorouH  as  to  be 
worth  rixordinf^.  Gdtbe  muKi  ha*c  n>el  with  one 
of  them  socncwbcre  or  other.  At  Bayeux  it  is  called 
le  grimoire  du  cttrf — the  paraon'i  conjuring  book 
— and  it  is  thus  related  by  the  aged  crone  lu  her 
grundchildrcii :  "  There  was  once  a  parson  near 
Bayoux,  who  had  a  mighty  conjuring  book,  by 
nuoiu  of  which  he  could  ban  all  wnt  of  spirits, 
both  good  and  evil.  One  day,  being  called  away 
suddenly  to  a  rick  person,  he  left  his  coitjuring 
book  upon  the  table.  The  belUringvr  clianocd  to 
cuinc  in,  saw  the  book,  peeped  into  it,  and  was 
overjoyed  to  find  that  it  was  the  paraon'a  wonderful 
book.  He  b«'gan  to  read,  and,  to  try  it*  power,  be 
pronounced  the  form  for  calling  up  the  devil,  aqd 
the  fiend  instantly  made  his  apprarance.  But  the 
devil  looked  so  hideous,  that  the  beH-riager.  ready 
to  faint  with  fright,  drop|ied  the  book  and  made  the 
■ign  of  tliG  cnna.  A*  he  had  culled  the  devil  hini- 
■elf,  the  cross  had  no  power,  but  only  served  In 
enrage  old  Bcelzchub.  So  he  went  up  to  the  bell- 
linger  and  asked :  '  What  do  you  want  with  me, 
tntpudent  awundrel  P'    'ilw  bcU-riager,  niotv  tvrti- 
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Ged  than  before*  hod  ooiy  jusl  atrength  enougfi  to 
get  up  for  the  purpotic  of  running  away.  But  the 
devil,  teeing  dearly  ttui  tho  man  did  not  know  how 
to  lay  liini,  •eizcd  liito  by  the  hair,  lifted  him  up, 
and  was  just  going  to  fly  airay  with  him,  when 
luckily  ihe  pai-ioa  came  in  and  releated  the  poor 
fvlloir  from  il>e  clutches  of  tbi-  devil.  The  bdU 
ringer  must  have  di«l  of  tin-  fright,  if  thi-  parmn 
had  Dot  made  him  take  a  miraculous  remedy.  From 
that  lime  he  always  locked  up  his  conjuring  book 
most  carefully,  and  the  l>cll-ringrr  itfver  felt  any 
desire  to  |M.-rp  into  it  again. — So  mim)  and  ii«ver 
louclt  any  conjuring  book  aa  long  as  you  live." 

The  devil  *ccto.i  iit  general  to  have  iMvn  very 
submissive  to  thv  clergy,  and  the  Norman  pniverb 
accordingly  «ays: 

Prctro  ei  b«cgan 

Another  story  related  in  Bayeux  is  likewiae 
founded  on  the  skill  of  the  prieftts  in  the  black  art ; 
for,  according  to  ii.  Jean  Patyi^,  canon  of  Bayeus, 
tioce  travelled  all  the  way  to  Rome  on  the  devil'a 
iboulders,  to  dng  matins,  aa  a  canon  of  Baycux  woa 
bound  In  do  every  year  on  a  eerinin  day.  and  waa 
back  again  in  the  churdi  at  Bayeux  in  an  hour. 

Another  popular  tale  about  the  fairy  of  Argouges 
la  not  quite  m>  frightful,  and  mtich  more  poetic  and 
dramatic. 

A  knight  of  Argougcn,  near  Baycus,  had  in  his 
peregrinaiiont  liccomc  acquainliid  with  a  fairy  of 
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wondcrrul  beauty  and  fnllvn  deeply  in  love  with 
her,  OS  she  had  with  him.  From  this  time,  the 
knight  va*  the  happiett  man  in  the  wuHd,  for  tiie 
(airy  conferra)  oii  him  the  ireauim  c^  the  moufc 
tain*  und  of  the  spo,  nnd  gave  him  victory  when- 
ever Ih-  foiight ;  »o  with  her  aid  he  once  conc)uereda 
ptwiigtous  giant,  w)u>  luu)  never  before  met  with 
his  maich.  At  tenj^h  hi*  love  impelled  the  knight 
to  oAVr  hi*  hand  ti>  the  fairy,  wIm  )mu1  long  po^ 
sTBsed  his  heul.  At  first,  the  would  not  consent, 
but  when  he  tried  lo  persuade  her,  she  nud  lliai 
men  were  inconstant,  ^nd  that,  beside*,  Ac  as  a 
fairy  was  immortal,  while  the  kniglit  waa  mortal, 
md  (hut  ihe  very  idea  of  twing  some  time  or  other 
parted  from  her  belovnl  himlxind  would  bo  too 
painful  to  her.  And  the  knigh[  made  answer: 
"ThotigU  I  am  mortal,  my  love  shall  never  die. 
Let  me  t>ot  tie  puninhed  because  I  am  only  man,  for 
my  love  to  ihee  it  moix-  ihiin  human."  And  the 
fairy  re{)lied  :  '*  Well,  I  will  eonM-ni.  hut  upon  ooo 
condition,  death  alone  can  and  shall  part  as;  md 
that  we  may  not  tliink  of  parting,  we  must  forget 
death.  If  tlimi  wo«ild>.t  have  me  marry  thee,  tb» 
word  death  must  i>ever  posa  ihy  lipa."  Hut  tin 
knight  said :  "  The  condition  is  ao  raay  to  M&i 
that  it  is  sureely  worth  while  to  propopc  it."  The 
fairy  anawCTwl :  "  We  iJtiill  we :  the  motncnt  ibou 
uttcrest  that  word,  I  shall  leave  theo  and  be 
wretched." 

For  Ruiny  years  they   lived  logilher  as  if  th^ 
wm  io  Iteavrn  i  but  miatmdcrstandings  at  lost  anaiii 
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tot  the  Icnighi  wtslicd  for  a  eon,  odiI  it  wu  not  ia 
the  fniry's  pnuer  to  gi»e  him  ooe.  So  one  day 
the^  were  invited  lu  an  entertainment,  and  liie  fair^ 
looked  out  her  finest  dutheit  and  her  mo«t  splendid 
jewels.  The  knight  had  to  wait  down  BtaJr*  for 
her,  oikI  sl>e  was  a  long,  very  long  time  drcwing. 
Twice  he  lefti  up  his  page  to  the  ladjTi  with  a  re> 
qiKM  that  she  would  make  hmie.  Atul  just  a*  he 
wms  going  to  scDd  the  buy  up  for  the  thinJ  lime, 
down  ame  ihe  fairy  in  all  her  glory.  The  knight 
angrily  exclaimed  :  '*  Pair  lady  !  be  bo  good  as  to 
fetch  death,  fur  you  are  very  tiovr  a\>oat  your  work." 

Scarcely  had  he  pronoutHtd  tlic  fatal  wurd,  urhen 
the  fairy  turned  pale,  looked  at  him  ooce  more  witli 
lier  lar^  bright  eye,  in  which  a  tear  glistened,  and 
vantdied.  Nut  till  then  was  llie  knight  of  Argouge* 
awani  of  what  he  had  done  and  wliat  tw  had  losu 
That  very  hour  he  lell  nek,  and  every  niglil  llie 
fairy  flew  around  the  pinnaeUt  «f  hts  castle,  crying 
with  plainurc  vo*ce,  "  l>ealh  I  dauh  T  till  at  length 
Ihfl  knight  died.  But  the  fairy  is  still  Itvii^,  aa  any 
one  may  eonvince  himielf,  if  Im:  will  gu  at  midnight 
to  the  old  castle,  wlierr  tie  may  litiir  her  udering 
lanentatiuos  and  the  parting  cry  of:  "  Ueslb  1 
death!" 

I  ainat  ooaCna  that  I  have  scaroely  eter  heard  a 
finer  fairy  tale.  If  you  io(}Utre  lU  ongiu,  ttu;  an* 
tiquariei  reply,  that  a  kaifrh4,  Robert  d'Arguugcs,  . 
did  really  vaaqiii^  a  gigaatte  Gerawo  ;  that  in  iba 
arm*  of  ilwse  Irnighli  (hare  was  a  rypreoenutsoB  at 
Faith,  with  their  fa«lU-cvy,  ta  Jbi^-la  Jt  m  Om 
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provincial  (Vui\<xt  ;  and  (hat  out  of  this  lay?  the 
people  modr  ihc  Mory  of  the  fairy.  Thus  it  is  that 
if  but  a  spark  falls  upon  the  imagination  of  a  really 
poetic  people,  it  i*  sure  to  take  6re.  Such  a  people 
has  a  future,  and  it  ia  nwlanehoW  to  toe  hov  ■ 
docinnv  that  knows  nothing  but  interest,  in  order 
to  g«t  rid  nf  on  excrescence,  gnaws  at  ihc  root  and 
strives  to  bring  down  the  tree.  Heaven  grant  that 
the  reign  of  this  dM-trine  may  nol  last  long  ennogh 
to  tud  to  tli«  dreary  abyia  which  is  yawning  to  >«• 
oeirc  it ! 

The  language  is  the  people.  The  paloia  of  the 
Besain,  Ihc  couriiry  nnind  Bnyeux,  is  a  fre«h  proof 
of  this.  It  is  the  shibboleth  of  the  NonnanR  of  this 
dbtrtcl,  ond  if  history  should  erer  be  utterly  foe- 
gotten,  the  patois  alone  would  indicate  the  country 
from  which  those  who  speaik  it  derive  ibeir  origin. 
A  gn-at  nuniljPT  nf  words  mi^ht  be  cited,  which  are 
undoubmlly  of  German  extraction. 

But  what,  without  this  muierial  afRnity.  would 
prove  a  kindred  turn  of  mimi,  i*  the  way  in  which 
the  [>eoplc  (if  ficMin  "ciiec  Nature,  in  which,  not 
content  with  the  most  ineitpresnre  names  given  by 
tli«  French  language  to  flowem  and  animals,  tbcy 
invent  new,  picturest|ue,  and  strungly  characteristic 
dcsignatioos.  Amourette  dot  champ*  (coramoa 
dtainomile),  amourette  d«<  pres  (brisa  media, 
quaking  );nws),  bcc  dc  corbeau  (ranunculus  nrvciiMs), 
cbemise  de  la  bonne  vierge  (lady's  smock,  bind* 
weed),  cr^ve-chicn  (viburnum  lantana),  groMe-pou. 
letie  (chenopodium  album,  goose-foot),  lait  de  pie 
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(ciipborbiA  Gy1vettnt),Uiigue  de  brebis  (rnnuncii)us 
fluDinula),  langtie  dc  boc  (carcx  glauca),  nx'uchcs 
d'etu  (gent  pttludogut),  |mui)  de  crapaud  (<;hain[Mon 
caromune),  pas  de  lion  (ronuticulus  repens),  pate 
d'oK  (hirracWun]  aphondyliuni,  oaw-pAruiip),  queue 
de  coq  (culiuui  inulcitiorum),  queue  dc  renard 
(vmaraiithu*  rubcnn),  reveil-matin  (nimex  nn- 
guin«U!t),  lulc  dc  dial  and  tc-tc  dc  Ifwp  (specie*  of 
Uh!  »cabius),  totin  dc  souris  (seduiii  mtiiUit),  and 
many  more,  show  viih  bow  keen  un  eye  tlie  peasant 
scrutiuizeH  Nature,  and  gives  flowers  namvR,  which 
for  him  have  a  signification.  The  French  lan- 
guage, on  die  oUier  hand,  is  as  cold  \o  this  respect 
as  motl  of  the  French  are  in  the  obwn-aiion  of 
Nature. 

1  am  no  bniiinixl,  imd  ihcrcfure  cannot  tell 
whether  ihc  French  language  has  anjr  profwr  names 
for  iho«e  flowers  and  herbft  to  which  Latin  apiK'1- 
Istions  arc  annexed  in  the  above  list,  but  I  should 
ratlicr  suppose  not ;  because  the  author  of  tlie  work 
in  which  I  have  met  wiUi  them  seems  not  to  be 
aoquuoted  wiih  theni,  and  aim  because  the  French 
language  frnjuenlly  [tawwH  Uy  fluners,  an  it  does  the 
benuiiful  phenomena  of  nature  in  general,  without 
deigning  to  give  them  a  name,  whereas  o«  the  useful 
it  be&towB  the  minutest  altenUon.  The  Norman,  on 
the  other  hand,  shows  in  his  expreauve  deugnaiions 
of  flowers  that  he  looks  at  Nature  with  (be  eye  of  a^ 
friend,  that  he  is  more  familiar  with  her  than  ll 
Frenclimaii,  and  lliat  be  calls  her  works  by  names 
which  are  dear,  and,  above  all,  intelligible  to  him. 
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Id  regard  to  ihe  denominalMos  of  antmalo,  this 
rustic  liLaguagc  is  juM  ss  ])lii»lic,  as  full  nf  life,  ss 
ricli  in  allusionE,  which  prove  that  the  people  who 
speak  it  inuM  luive  observed,  thought,  and  felli  •rlten 
they  invented  iho§e  names.  It  is  natural  that,  wiili 
this  gift  of  observation,  we  should  meet  witl)  names 
for  phenomena  for  which  tlic  French  langii.igi,-  has 
omitted  to  furnish  special  dcsifrnalions.  Thus  the 
French,  like  the  English  languajjc.  has  no  parucular 
term  for  that  species  of  lightning  which  is  i»ot  ae- 
CQin|)anied  bj'  thunder,  and  which  the  Gi-rman*  coll 
WettcrUuchlcn.  Tlie  peasant  of  the  Bessin.  feeling 
thi*  deRciencv,  terms  that  sort  of  lightning  calin. 

I  have  extracted  these  words  from  a  very  tneiira- 
pletu  rocnbtilnry  ii>  the  little  vrotk  of  M.  Pltitjiicl, 
nnd  am  certain  that  n  closer  otudy  4>f  thi*  popular 
idiom  would  furnish  occaMon  for  fur  more  compre- 
hensive comparisons  and  remarks.  The  aborev 
however,  are  sufficient  to  show  that  the  Norman  in 
gencrnl  vWwa  Nature  rather  with  German  than  wjih 
French  eyes. 

Proverbs  present  a  farther  medium  for  studying 
a  |>Cfiplv  and  its  character.  I  am  convinced  that  a 
Guniidi-r^ition  oimI  c»m|Mri«iii  of  all  the  [m)verba 
common  among  (he  |)i>oplc  of  one  couniry  with 
thoae  of  another  would  aocuratcly  mark  iha  charac- 
teristic diffiTeiicni  of  both.  They  arc  the  living  and 
breathing  pliilooophy,  politica,  nnd  cx]K-rience  uf  a 
people. 

TIh-  proverbs  current  nmong  tl)c  inliabiUnu  of 
J^wcr  Noruiandj'  attest}  like  their  language,  a  con> 
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sunt  observation  of  Nature,  io  order  to  team  her 
secrets  fri)ni  tier.  TJic  Bcssinois  is  a  farmi-r.^nd 
h«  lias  a  proverbial  farmer's  calendar  of  his  own : — 

Plaie  da  Forrlar 
Vial  jut  da  Famior. 

Paltrier  qaj  donnn  ncigo ' 

B«l  4lA  Dana  pl^v  (|>lvil|[»,  proniM*,) 

Han  martilla 
Atrit  cDubllo. 

AitII  Id  doQi 

QoumI  il  M  Iich*  I*  pit  do  tout. 

tnli  nai  •(  ahaod  Jala 
Donoent  pain  «t  *ia. 

Ed  julgn^-l  (JoIKo) 
Im  faucill*  an  poi^att. 

But  in  Ilia  cakndar  the  Norman  payn  more  at* 
tcntion  to  fcstiTBla,  for  he  is  very  reli^us. 

A  No«l  au  balmn. 
A  Paci|Ut>>  aa  liiaon. 

A  Noel  [fa  maacharDn*, 
A  Paoqan  lu  gla^oD*. 

La  prnprn  jaur  tie  ranoanx 
B4ina  oigiiou  it  porooaq, 

PacquM  pluvicui 
An  froRMalaoa. 

ApiM  PuqaM  M  Im  Rngjatioa*. 
Ti  da*  prttna  at  d'olgnoni. 

A  la  St.  BarntU 
La  bux  aa  fit, 

Faiaa  li  St.  Clemoat 
Ha  rtna  ploa  le  fnmant. 
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Stiutoaeiiii 

A  U  St.  L«aroat 

La  fftucill*  >ii  trommc 

A  la  St.  Sactsiii«>it 
L'opI  Mt  an  fromeot. 

A  I*  St.  Urbain 

Lo  rromeni  poil  gndit. 

A  U  St.  Cathiinn* 
Tout  bois  prbnd  ncine. 

SI  le  lolell  ric  Is  Joor  St.  BaUIIo. 
I]  J  aun  poiDiDet  et  cidrt  1 1*  foli«. 

Sucb  are  the  rules  of  ihe  Besainoia  in  regard  to 
agriculture.  He  has  reduced  hit  practical  philo- 
sophy also  to  proverbs.  He  is  an  enemy  Ui  all 
physic  and  physicians,  and  therefore  says : — 

II  hut  tnl«u(  allnr  aa  moatln 
Que  d'atler  aa  medBcio. 

And  again  :— 


Qui  wait  apri*  U  nUra  (doctor)  , 
C<Fiut  aprH  Ift  biin. 


Hie  phync  at— 


SoDpe  avant,  KUpa  apiAt, 
Fut  Tim  ceDt  aoi  pria. 


OrthU:— 


Qti  nang*.  bial,  «t  tlort. 
Ne  dolt  aioli  pnu  do  mwt. 

Ualdatto 

Tnt  dondf  bo  nftitn.^ 
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He  is  ftmd  of  his  home,  and  Uicrefore  lells  you  j — 


&  tout  OiXftQ 

Boa  old  tumtilo  bmo. 


He  ia  •  good  ccoDOtnist,  and  soys  on  this  point  t— 


Petll  t  polit 
L*oit«aa  tut  aon  aid. 

And  furtliei : — 

Boodoir  •(  kkibuii  (pleaaam  wid  Rac  dotha) 
Me  font  pu  riche*  gfto*. 

"  II  »e  faut  pu  fsjrc  vto  qui  drugc  (to  drudge, 
work  hard)  mais  vie  qui  dure."  [This  is  the  York- 
shire adage  :  Take  it  as  you  can  bide  it.]  So  lie  in 
Qol  apt  to  hurry  himself,  and  thinks : — 

LaiMOr  boa  ill  ir  to  mootDii. 

Still  he  never  thinks  of  sitting  with  his  hands 
folded  on  his  lap,  for  he  well  knows  that 

On  aide  bien  t  boo  l>i«a 
A  Un  da  boQ  bli. 

He  cxprewei  bis  sense  of  Justice  in  the  following 
proverb : — 

1«  malson  do  pllltnl 
Perin  tfit  ou  Urd ; 

And  he  is  of  opinion  (hat  the  taw  and  the  govem- 
in«nt  ought  lo  be  «roDg,  for  be  says:— 

Qouid  li  b*i«  *•!  bWM, 
Toot  lo  noodo  J  pMU. 
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Wc  also  meet  with  tncn  of  th«  itiutruU  of  ibe 
Norman  ia  the  following : — 

Fill*  liancf« 
N'Mt  pu  tDarif«. 

Udc  foil  *u 
Cent  (on  mfero- 

I  have  already  remarked  that  thti  miHtrust  is  ■ 
consequence  of  tlie  state  of  anarchy  in  which  Nor- 
miady  was  so  freiiiieoily  plated  hy  the  different 
invasions,  conquests,  and  civil  wars,  and  a  Beuin 
proverb  which  says,  "  SM  y  a  une  bonrw  suirc  dans 
un  pairier,  c'est  pour  un  cochon,"  seems  to  date  from 
the  period  when  opprettuon  and  violence  hod  anni* 
hilnied  all  Intv  and  justice. 

All  these  rhyming  proverbs  in<)icBtc  that  the 
Norman  has  a  musical  car.  A  couptc  of  eitpressionfl 
thai  are  freiiuently  uaed,  "  Comme  dit  la  chanson," 
and  "  Bellochanion  n'cti  »era  pas  moins  chant^e," 
neern  to  (Icoolc  tltnt  formerly  the  Nurmans  were 
fond  of  singing.  The  andcnt  Norman  Irouvert 
furnish  further  evidence  of  this.  I  have  already 
•Iiownhow,  at  Easier,  Whitsuntide,  and  Epjphany, 
people  go  about  in  the  country  round  Caen  singing 
anil  playing.  This  cusiodi  is  met  with  at  Bayeux 
also,  and  the  singers  carry  lighted  torches,  and  the 
song  sung  by  them  is  a  proof  of  llie  jovial  humour 
of  ih«  old  Normans. 

Coulliw  mo  I  loloi 
Plptku  pom  ID  in 
Oirbi  so  boiMer. 
Una  ftn  bat  Um, 
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Ma  aitn  oca  mkaz, 
Hon  ptn  1  gDiehooniei 
Ma  ni^ro  t  ixredroDnio, 
El  md  ft  tctrlote. 

A'lim  Not 
II  rat  [wall. 
Caulin*  vtat  tolot, 
Qrrbt  ta  Uoiuoj. 
Pipe  ku  pontniar 
8<«are  et  lait 
ToDI  i  pUi>i4. 

Tanpn  e(  mnlota 

Son  do  moD  dot 

Ou  js  Ca  tat  loa  oa. 

BarbaliioiiA 

SI  cu  vii>na  dam  tnonolo* 

Je  te  bfulo  la  barbejauia'aai  M. 

Adiea  Noil 
II  at  paatd: 
NoC  *'en  va 
11  vwoitra. 
Plp<?  an  pommior. 
Oerlre  au  balaaaj, 
Bi0ar«  at  Ult 
Tout  iplutd. 

It  IS  jmpoinble  for  any  one  not  acquainted  with 
the  paloii  to  tr«n»latc  ihi*  song.  Of  ihv  Gnt  line, 
which  recurs  in  tlic  second  stanza,  I  con  make 
nothing.  The  rest,  according  to  my  iuterpretaiion, 
is  aa  follows : — 

CmiliiK  vaul  t/Jat. 

Hay  f'tij  appln-trc*  pmduoa  a  pipe  (of  eiilar), 

Evory  alicaf  a  ba*li«l  (a(  com). 

Itj  hth«r  ilrinka  ttoullj, 

kfy  tnMlier  atill  better. 
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Ujr  ralh«r  «  futAinmit  (>  iuip  Wtbmvu*  rag). 
Uj  moiher  ■  caudnuJe  (aaothet  wrtof  lutn  mug). 
And  I  ft  utriiiaful. 

Fwewnll,  Chclitnu  I 

ChtiHttnu  ■■  put. 

Coulint  vaKI  tolol. 

A  lilliii  to  ittvli  >piil*-ttve, 

Bnttsr  and  milk. 

All  in  plKiiiy. 

Mole  and  Rold-moaw, 

Get  out  of  mj  fi«IJ, 

Or  I  Kill  bmk  ihy  boom. 

BarbDJiionii  (an  ciil  tpilit). 

If  ItiDQ  mmnt  to  m;  Hold 

I'll  bum  Uij  board  to  tbo  bone. 

Farvwi'tl  (II  ChrittniMl 

Chrlilman  I*  going. 

It  will  como  aRain. 

A  pipe  to  eacb  appla-trca, 

A  tiunhcl  (u  lach  abcaif. 

Biiltcr  and  milk 

All  In  plenCf . 

Antiqiiaries  are  of  opinion  Uist  thi*  song, 
the  whole  d'rvniany,  which  consists  in  going 
through  the  ficlilB  with  buniing  torches  lo  rcnd«r 
thcui  more  fertile,  must  be  referred  to  the  titnoa  of 
the  Druid*,  or  some  other  pa^niun.  It  ccnoiiily 
looks  heatiuiiifth  enough,  und  I  khall  therefore  not 
contradict  ihem.  At  any  rate,  according  to  this 
hypothesis,  it  is  a  proof  how  such  popular  songs  arc 
prewrvetl  for  lliousands  of  yearn;  and  it  i*  un- 
pardonable in  iintiquarie«  to  bestow,  u  moat  of 
l^in  do,  their  time  and  puns  oo  a  stone  or  a  coin, 
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wliich  afu-r  all  is  not  of  hslf  bo  much  iii]]Kirtiutcc  a* 
a  song  of  this  kind,  when  one  is  capable  of  duly  sp* 
pneciating  it,  and  can  compare  it  witti  thotie  of  other 
tioKs  and  other  nations.  But  this  is  n  thing  that 
haa  very  widoin  iteea  thought  of. 

Good  humour,  an  rye  for  the  beauties  of  Nature, 
and  Round  common  sense,  are  expressed  in  the  pro- 
verbs that  I  have  {juuted.  In  the  song  and  its 
object,  on  the  other  hand,  is  manifvAted  a  belief  in 
the  wonderful,  and  thus  we  are  met  by  that  oontrost 
bciveeii  Hutmd  sense  and  superstition  which  we  have 
nich  frequent  opportunity  to  remark  in  every 
country.  When  we  hear  thot»e  homely  proverbs 
in  which  the  Normuii  proclaims  his  dislike  of  the 
phynciun  and  ilic  apothecary,  in  which  he  leaves 
the  cure  of  diseases  to  the  power  of  Nature,  we 
arc  the  more  struck  to  find  in  almost  the  whole 
of  Normandy  the  peasant  attributing  every  ill- 
Dcw  to  witchcraft,  and  wnding  for  the  conjuror 
to  cure  his  family  or  hi>  cnlllv.  From  time  to 
time  coses  of  this  kind  come  before  the  courts,  but 
it  is  not  one  in  a  hundred  that  has  this  issue.  In 
Normandy  it  is  only  in  the  larger  towns  that  the 
revolution  has  eradicated  these  »tiipid  notions,  and 
there  but  partially.  1  recollect  having  hean)  in 
Havre  of  the  miraculous  curen  pt-rfurmcd  by  a 
certain  family  upon  pcrtons  bitten  by  mad  dog*; 
and  (he  narrators  believed  them  as  lirroly  ai  ilte 
go«|)cl.  In  Bnyeux  there  is  a  family  which  cures 
went,  n»  the  kings  of  France  formerly  did,  and  as 
the  British  sovereigns  cured  the  king's  evil,  by  tlie 
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mere  touch,  and  likewise  Uic  rarreau,  an  obstruC' 
tion  of  the  mesenlery,  to  which  children  are  much 
siibjecL 

Id  the  DesKiii  the  nrt  of  healing  by  miraculous 
means  re()uin.-«  a  juiniciilar  study,  and  has  iu  own 
mnlrria  medica.  Fever  is  cured  hy  pulling  a  living 
sjiider  in  n  nutsht?)!  and  keeping  it  Tor  niiw  duys  in 
the  bosom.  Whoever  has  too  great  an  nvcrnuo  to 
the  insect  to  employ  this  remedy  may  rciH-al  the 
following  Form:  "An  ni>m  du  Saint  Euxepf-re  ct 
de  Sainie  Honorine,  arri^re  Gvvre  d'avani,  fi^vre 
d'arn^re,  lievre  printnnnij'rc,  li^vrc  (guartainc,  ago. 
supvTogu,  conj.nmm4ttum  est."  To  this  must  bo 
added  three  paternosters  and  tlirvti  Ave  Marias. 
Probalum  nt.  Should  this  fad  to  alTonl  reltt-f,  the 
I'orniula  is  written  upon  parchment  which  has  went 
beforv  been  used,  and  fastened  to  the  IcA  hand, 
where  it  is  lefl  for  nine  days,  when  the  patient  U 
oeriuin  to  be  cured  or — dead ;  fuf  nut  an  lierb  tliat 
grows,  not  a  form  that  was  ever  devised,  can  stay 
the  advance  uf  doulh. 

Individual  remedies  are  of  a  ttdl  more  innocent 
nature,  and  it  would  seem  as  if  many  of  tbetn  were 
invented  merely  tu  uphold  the  proverb  which 
says: — 

Court  apri*  !■  hitn. 

Thus  for  wounds  received  from  falls  a  droll 
remedy  is  used — rats'  dung  dissulvcd  in  water. 
&Jtce  fart  worse ;  llicy  axv  killed  and  cooked  aad 
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given  to  children  to  eat,  as  a  cure  for  the  whooping, 
cougfa.  One  would  really  suppose  that  some  merry 
wojc,  tiiking  advantage  of  the  simplicity  of  the 
peopk-,  had  pcnuaded  them  to  have  recounc  to 
these  ludicroua  remedies  with  a  view  to  preserve 
them  from  such  as  toighl  be  less  ionoccDt. 

When  cattle  are  taken  ill,  such  cases  are  sure  to 
be  attributed  to  M>ine  witch  or  wizard.  The  oflair 
is  then  more  serious,  and,  be  the  compl^nt  what  it 
will,  rcooune  is  had  to  the  followinf*  incantatioD  : 
"  St.  John  !  Sl  John  !  St.  John  of  Nicocierous  !  in 
the  name  of  Sl.  Elisabeth,  I  conjure  thcv  that  this 
beast  sufTcr  no  longer  thao  the  blessed  Virgin  when 
the  bore  our  Lord  JesuK  Chrittr  Add  live  pater- 
nosters and  Rvc  Ave  Morias,  iind  how  can  St.  John 
of  Nicodcnius  withstand  such  a  spell,  if  he  has  any 
gallantry! 
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CHAPTER  XXIII. 


FiIbmc— The  CaMlo— Bodchtmber  of  Dokc  Robort  the  MifniS- 
Mol  — PriMn  of  Arth'irof  Rr«C«pi«  —  Popular  Sane  an  Ite 
Birth  of  William  (he  CDDqacrw—Anoar  of  Dgko  Rab*rt  muh 
Harliittv.  k 'Tniiiitf 't  l)i>u)[hur  —  UouM  r«pat*d  la  b**«  bMtt 
thu  Dwelling  uf  thi:  Conqagiar— HcdNani  of  Women  of  FtUJiM 
—  El  Inordinary  Ruccution  —  Mewr*.  OtIlctDn  aod  Tr«T«(«i 
thair  cRoita  for  Uia  unraoniteniantofaBricDlior*  uii)  indaatij, 
and  for  diffiulog  popaUr  insiruetiOD— B«ictj  fortxtl  for  tlMI 
parp<H»^KIfiiKnla(y  Puliluntiuiii  iuo«d  by  it — SUt«  of  Um 

Sehonia — Sjitom  o[  tba  French  Qofttnnieat  in  regard  lo  pwUte 

tautruetion. 


In  less  than  six  hours  you  are  carried  from  (be 
grorc  or  William  the  Conqueror  to  the  spot  on 
which  his  cradle  siood.  In  (ravelling  from  llie 
Utter  of  these  to  the  former,  the  tauoer'a  bold 
gratKlMin  trod  u|Mn  heaps  of  slain,  aitd,  wherever 
he  seL  foot,  I)h>  ground  recked  wiili  blood.  The 
^^  uf  hislory  ha«  engraved  upon  his  lonib-stonc 
IfHUHis  that  grin  nL  us  as  if  in  scorn  of  the  grest* 
newt  uf  a  great  conqueror.  Let  us  see  whether  the 
ruinn  of  the  castle  thiit  conUUned  his  cradle  have 
their  language  ntm. 

Falaise  is  now  a  country  town  of  ten  or  deren 
thousand  tnhaUtanls  who  aubvisl  partly  by  agri- 
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cullure,  [mtU;  b;  nuinuractum.  The  town  is 
noHDtkaUy  ntutcd  on  ibe  sid«  of  k  hill ;  the 
houses  are  old-fashioned,  wme  of  them  built  of 
wood  an<l  platter.  TIm-  slrwts  src  c-iilivcfKtl  by 
dear,  cool  stirams  of  water,  without  whidi  tbe; 
woald  look  extremely  dull  and  di&mal. 

My  fint  inquiry,  on  alighting  frocn  the  diligence, 
was  the  way  to  the  c«»tlc.     On  the  ground  formerly^ 
incloficd  by  the  walls  of  the  castle  and  Bumniuded 
by  its  ruins  stands  the  college  of  Caen,     The  tKMsy 
spona  of  tlie  ncholars,  pUyiag  thnr  youthful 
boll,  while  two  leaciiers  walked  iiianilfruinearDeat' 
OMirenatton,  were  the  welcome  with  which  I  was 
greeted  amidst  the  ruins  of  the  castle.     And  ih« , 
viohted   grave,  the    broken    tomb-stone,  in    Caenj 
preach   not  a  more   impressive   lesson  than   tlie 
schoolboys  I'l'iy'QK  <">  the  s{MJt  utierc  William  iha 
Conqueror  lir»t  dreamed  nf  his  greatness. 

A  lofty  door,  opened  by  an  enormous  key,  ad- 
mits you  into  the  inner  enclosure  of  the  caBtl& 
Vou  then  lind  yourself  on  tlie  terrace,  which  may 
probably  liavc  nerved  for  loumametils  and  chival- 
rous exercises  as  well  as  for  walking.  Between 
this  (emce,  the  castle,  and  the  castle-wall,  there  is 
a  kitchen  garden. 

At  the  end  of  the  terrace  was  forinef  ly  a  tower, 
now  only  a  breastwork,  in  which  is  titill  to  be  seeii<l 
the  breueh  battt-red  by  Henry  IV.,  and  through 
which  he  |*ciK'trui<rd  i»(u  (he  eattle  and  the  town. 
This  xpot  commands  one  of  the  finest  views  imagi- 
nahle.     IX-e])   in   the   valley,  at   the   foot   of  Ui« 
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costlc,  lies  a  iDvadow  surrounded  by  bills  and  rockM, 
the  fresh  verdure  of  which  form*  nii  exiraordioary 
and  most  charming  contrast  with  the  nigged  masses 
of  ihc  Jhtaite  and  casil«.  Through  this  meadow- 
winds  a  8(K>rtive  Hiream,  heightening  lh«  animation 
of  the  Kenc.  Behind  us  is  the  coslle,  with  its  lofty 
Talbot  Tower,  and  its  blaek  walls,  giwired  by  the 
tooth  of  Time ;  and  oppusile  to  this,  oo  the  other 
side  of  the  valley  and  river,  ihe  Jiilaue,  where 
hundreds  and  hundreds  of  ru^;ed  blodci  ofstonet 
thrown  into  ihc  moiil  singular  groupes  and  ahapea, 
form  a  ruin  of  a  very  diflercnt  kind,  and  attest  a 
reroluUuti  nhich  must  have  happened  thoussnds  of 
yean  ago,  and  in  which  giants — the  powers  of 
Nature  —  combated  for  the  mastery.  Never  did  I 
behold  in  so  small  a  compass— the  whole  view  U 
scarcely  a  league  in  circumference— such  striking 
oontmxts  brougtit  together;  conirast-t  which  tell  of 
the  first  revolutions  of  the  globe  in  those  masses  of 
rock ;  of  the  still  life  of  the  6rst  men,  the  goklen 
age,  in  that  meadow,  that  river ;  and  of  the  iroo 
a^  of  our  foivfathers  in  tliat  niJn  beside  us.  This 
new  gives  us,  without  stirring  a  slrp  from  the  spolt 
what  we  esteem  ourselves  lucky  to  fii>d  singly  here 
and  there  in  our  peregrinations.  It  was  long  before 
I  could  lake  my  eyes  off  it ;  and  nothing  but  tbe 
inpaticnce  of  my  guide,  who  could  f>ot  conceive 
how  any  one,  close  to  the  castle  in  which  lite  Con- 
queror was  born,  eould  want  to  be  gazing  at  the 
adjacent  country,  roused  me  from  my  reverie. 

He  tlicn   conducted    me   into  the  castle  itself. 
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Pour  iDSMive  walls,  with  sevcfal  windows  and  iwo 
or  (hree  niche-like  cloieti  constructed  in  the  waJIt, 
■re  all  that  rvmainH  of  the  magnificence  of  Kolicrt 
k  moffnifique.  My  guide  |X)iiiied  out  the  window, 
from  which,  according  to  the  popular  tnHlition, 
Koben  first  Wield  his  Harlotte,  or  Horicttc,  wash* 
ing  at  tile  stream  beluw.  If  at  that  distance  he  could 
have  diin-ovcred  ami  iippreciated  her  beauty,  he 
nuiM  indifd  have  had  a  pair  of  hawk's  eyes.  A 
nearly  contem|x)niry  poet  gives  n  more  natural 
account  of  the  mailer:  but  more  of  that  anon. 
Let  US  first  look  over  the  castle. 

On  the  right  of  the  abovtsaientioned  window  ia 
the  room  in  which,  also  according  to  popular  tradi* 
lion,  William  the  Con(|uerur  was  begotten.  If 
there  was  a  betl  in  this  njurtmL-nt,  as  no  doubt 
there  WHS,  there  could  scarcely  have  been  room 
enough  left  to  turn  round  ;  for  the  chamber  of 
Robert  te  magnifique  was  not  larger  than  that  of 
the  poat«sE  acribbler  who  lodge«  in  a.  niansarde. 
My  cicerone  next  bwk  me  to  u  uill  smaller  ood> 
tiguoun  apartment,  in  which  Arthur  of  Bietagi>e, 
nephew  of  King  John,  and  like  him  u  deM-'endant 
of  the  Conqueror's,  was  confined.  Thus,  clnw  to 
the  crudle  of  the  conqueror  of  England,  is  the 
prison  of  liis  dettcendant,  reminding  us  that  his  own 
blond  caused  Normandy,  his  patrimony,  to  be  ra> 
viNhiHl  fnnn  his  pmU'rity.  But  tills  prison  teochcti 
us  anolhvT  IcMon,  namely  thai,  in  an  age  which  we 
often  proudly  uill  tlie  age  of  barbarism,  a  king  could 
not  find  an  executioner,  and  was  obliged  to  stain  his 
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own  hands  with  the  blood  of  his  viotiin.  John  wnt 
ordcrn  lo  hw  wnrrinn  at  Falaiw  to  mtinkr  Arthur, 
but  they  replied  tlitil  lliicy  vcrc  soidirrs,  Dot  cxecu* 
tioners.  The  king,  therefore,  hod  his  nephew  re- 
moved to  Kouen,  nod  there,  with  his  own  hand,  ac 
it  i)  l)c-hcved,  plunged  a  dagger  into  hi>  heart. 
The  Norman>,  .ilvocked  at  m  foul  a  murder,  threw 
off  their  ullegionec  to  the  perpetrator,  nnil  thus 
became  subjrets  of  the  king  of  France,  as  soon  a» 
he  attacked  Normandy  in  earnest.  This  circum- 
stance afforili  a  most  striking  proof  of  the  sense  uf 
justice  of  the  Normans. 

From  Arthur's  primn  my  guide  look  mc  to  the 
fnonaclcs  of  the  tower  built  by  Talbot,  where  one 
agun  enjoys  a  surprisingly  beautiful  prospect,  em> 
bntcing  in  a  bird's-eye  view  the  town  and  the  whole 
RUfTcninding  country. 

The  history  of  Robert  and  William  the  Con- 
queror, and  particularly  that  of  HarlotU',  the 
mother  of  the  latter,  is  so  intimately  connected  wiUi 
the  ruins  of  the  castle,  that  it  is  but  nnttintl  that  it 
slkiuld  still  live  in  the  memory  of  the  people,  and 
have  furaiftlied  a  theme  for  songs  and  traditions. 
In  the  fir»l  pUce,  here  is  a  song  that  is  still  )>eard 
occasionally  at  Falaise. 

LA  NAtSSANCE  DE  GUILLAUHB  LE  CONQUBRANT. 

^ir.— 1«  boulanKtt*  ■  dc*  t<lm. 

O"  QallUiune  le  coiit|iitMit 

Chantiintl'lidlurWlla. 
II  naiifilt.Mt  illiutre  Mibst, 

D'an«  timpla  uaauiette. 


SONS  ON  VIU,UU  THE  CONQUF.BOB. 


La  huinl  fut  uaTcaC  le*  grtodi.  • 
ViteJe&kd'AriMta! 

NonBMidi, 
riT«bflb<l'AilMMt 

Fille  d^n  rf»plB  pclMter 

E)l«  *t»H  etMlUttu 
B«b«tt.  «■  pkac  ehcnbcT, 

Viol  lai  oonUr  B«ar«ua ; 
L'uivoar  (g»le  ta«*  lc«  nofi, 

VlTe  U  flu  if  AllMUt 
Kanamai*. 

TtNlofllid'AfMtol 

PitUlM  dial  n  MiUa  loar 

Vii  oolftt  Ik  nilMM. 
El  <'nX  U  qoe  t«  dim  d'inwir 

Finil  ItuUolrctts. 
AasUlt,  honmn  cw  mmm, 

viTBicriua'AiUttv! 

tiarmuuU, 
VWoUflbd'Arittto! 

OaUkfliM 


iMMnU*  M*  (iwrrHn 
An  MM  da  la  miDfatta; 
L-UI*«  anbdUt  laa  lanrtwi : 

£«  (Wra  (at  MMplatt* : 
Ah  I  *)v«it  da  Ula  cocMiiiltaids, 
Vi*al«flbd-Aricae: 

Nornuadi, 
Vita  It  fib  d' Arietta  I 

I  have  mentioned  above  that,  according  to  the 
popular  tnulitiiin,  Robert  first  osptcd  Hnrlotte  from 
hb  window  and  Fell  in  love  with  her.  An  ancient 
I'oeme  IcIIb  tlie  story  in  a  different  way.  I  subj(»a 
A  translation  of  it.* 

*  The  Nornun  «riKin«l  tcit  of  Bancdt  4a  St.  Mora  U  lo  ba 
foDod  10  FrFRkje'i  ■■  Nauiolb  Hlaiirirada  Nornuuidi*."  p.  43fl, 
rt.  Wf.  I  Kite  (h*  pkiiage  nlUlva  lo  FtltiM  (rom  a  Krtnch 
tnmblltiii  tntfcdiiCRl  imo  Gkllcroa'i "  Uiituirc  dc  F«l*l>«." 
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"  The  brsvc  Robert,  duke  of  the  Normao*,  dvdt 
in  Falai&e,  a  very  bvuiitirul,  lu-tilthy.  and  pU-nunt 
place.  One  of  his  ftrcatt-st  foibles  vtt»  his  love  fw 
R  damsel,  whose  history  I  will  relate. 

"  Onodiiy,  when  he  returned  from  tbc  chose,  be 
■aw  her  in  a  little  valley,  where  she,  with  tevcrnl 
daughters  of  tuwna|>eopte,  wu  washing  liiKO  at  a 
apring.  She  hud  (icr  clothe*  for  coitveiiiencc,  and, 
SOOording  to  the  cuMotn  of  thoec  wira  umkI  to  wash 
tliere,  tucked  up  to  below  the  knee.  Tbc  day  waa 
fine,  the  weather  warm,  and  her  feet  and  legv  dja- 
playctl  6uch  beauty  thai  the  tran^rted  duke  ima- 
gined their  whileneut  Bliamnl  snow  and  lilies,  and 
love  instantly  took  posscasion  of  his  besn. 

"  The  virgin  daughter  uf  a  townsman  was  beau- 
tiful and  amiable,  and  hod  been  well  and  prudently 
brought  up.  She  was  fair,  her  brow  and  eyes  were 
fine,  her  complexion  was  more  delicate  than  roses 
and  lilies,  tfte  expres»on  of  ber  face  mild,  open, 
vitliout  pride;  her  mwe,  mouth,  and  chin,  were 
beautiful ;  her  bosom  and  arms  plump  and  6nely 
formed :  in  sliun,  she  far  surpsased  all  the  other 
beauties  of  the  country.  All  that  one  could  my  to 
describe  her  would  fall  for  short  of  what  she  really 
was.  The  duke,  who  wished  to  possess  her  at  any 
priee,  sent  one  of  his  knights  and  his  trusty  cban- 
oellor  to  demand  her,  directing  the  latter  to  proniiac 
the  father  so  much  that  he  coidd  not  refuwe  her,  and 
to  say  that  she  should  at  first  be  loved  with  the 
wanneft  love,  and  afterwards  given  to  some  wealthy 
bud.    The  fiitbcr,  who  was  ouc  of  tbc  richest  in* 
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habil«ni8  of  Falaise,  at  first  refused  her,  and  crcn 
comicU'red  ihe  applioilion  »•  an  insuU.  He  meant 
to  marry  Iter  to  one  whom  he  liked  :  several  Mtiton 
had  asked  for  Iter,  ai)d  he  would  not  for  the  world 
allow  her  to  be  the  mistress  of  any  man  whatsoever. 

"  Such  was  his  determination,  when  one  of  hit 
brothtTs,  a  holy  pcrtonage,  a  very  religious  man* 
who  had  an  hermitage  in  the  wood  of  GooflVrn,  pre- 
vttikxl  upon  him  to  chniigcit ;  for  he  dissuaded  him 
from  his  idea,  prudent  or  imprudent,  of  conccahng 
his  daughter :  nny,  he  to  wrought  upon  him  by  hU 
counseln  ihnt  he  was  ready  to  comply  with  tlie  wishet 
and  tlic  will  of  the  duke. 

"  The  young  dam.iel,  on  her  part,  explained  to 
him  very  senvibly  what  advantage*  he  might  derive 
from  the  circumstance.  The  matter  was  nceordingly 
■ettled,  and  the  night  and  the  hour  fixed  for  one  of 
the  <layii  of  the  week.  Meanwhile,  the  agitated 
damwl  tliQUght  only  how  lo  upjiear  before  the  duke 
in  such  a  manner  as  would  be  well  plvafing  to  him, 
and  suitable  lo  her  conditton  and  wealth.  She 
therefore  hud  a  new  dne^s  made,  neatly  wurkwi  and 
fitting  close,  in  order  to  set  off  her  Iwauty-  And 
when  the  appointed  night  arrived,  the  two  mewien. 
gers  of  the  duke  went  to  her  to  conduct  her  privilj 
to  the  caatle. 

*'  Hut  this  was  not  pleanng  to  the  young  damsel. 
And  they  uud  to  her:  'Wrap  yourself,  fair  onC} 
in  this  linen  cloak,  and  take  care  that  no  one  tee* 
you :  for  your  iietghlMiurs  and  the  low  people 
would  not  fiu)  to  speak  lightly  of  you.    To-morrow, 
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before  the  day  dawns  snd  the  lark  is  sin^ng,  we 
will  bring  you  back  hither  as  swreily.' 

"'And  is  it  so?'  immediately  replinl  ihepmtlent 
damsel,  who  was  not  wanting  in  spirit,  'is  it  so? 
And  if  the  duke  send  for  me  to  enjoy  my  fair  body, 
atn  I  to  go  to  htm  like  a  matd-fcrvant  or  an  ouu 
cau?  No  I  I  will  go  to  him,  if  it  must  be,  but  as 
a  reputable  person,  as  the  daugliier  of  a  respectable 
man,  in  order  to  increase  in  lionoors  and  riches. 
Know  that  I  fear  nothing,  and  that  every  ooc  may 
see  me  and  what  I  do ;  and  never  will  I  do,  from 
inclination,  levity,  or  folly,  any  thing  that  |>eople 
can  find  fault  wiili.  Beadcs,  sec  if  I  can  g«>  on  foot 
to  Ibc  duke  in  this  dress.  Fetch  your  parade  hones, 
I  beg  you  ;  wc  shall  then  go  iht  more  conveniently  ?' 

"  The  messiengerg,  who  found  this  language  ex- 
tremely senfiiblc,  did  what  she  desired.  Sho  had 
covtTcti  her  lovely  body  with  a  fine  under^gannent, 
put  on  over  that  a  grey  {iclisse,  fresh,  sofi,  without 
folds,  (itUng  tight  to  her  waist  and  arms,  and  thrown 
over  all  a  sniull,  very  elegant  mantle  in  (he  be«t 
taste.  Her  long  auburn  hwr  was  fastened  up  at- 
tractively by  a  riband  and  a  fine  silver  net.  Tims 
dressed,  and  looking  more  beautiful  than  slie  had 
ever  done  before,  she  mounted  a  horse,  saluted  her 
mother  and  her  father,  and  then,  orercnmc  all  at 
once  with  inward  anxiety,  she  began  to  weq>,  to 
that  her  fair  bosom  was  wet  with  her  tears. 

"  Oh  !  had  she  been  able  to  look  into  futurity, 
how  great  would  then  have  been  licr  joy  !  for  ntice 
Hector,  iliclicro  ofTK>y,w]io  was  the  son  of  Priam, 
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the  vorld  has  not  seen  a  gmitcr  prince  than  he  wiro 
wiu  begotten  that  night.  Arthur  vta  vahant;  so 
was  Charlea  the  Great,  the  concjueror  of  Spain. 
But  when  jou  know  the  history  of  him  whom  I  am 
about  to  celebrate,  you  will  not  say,  I  hope,  (hat  a 
more  valiant  prince  ever  lived.  Thus  GucI  oAea 
pcrmitt  the  greatest  advantages  for  the  future  to 
orisc  out  of  weakliest.  The  duke  had  in  truth 
taken  to  himself  on  this  occasion  sn  easy  and  cui»> 
pliant  frien4l,  instead  of  a  wife,  according  to  the  laws ; 
but  it  wns  aftcTwardK  shewn  beyond  a  doubt  that 
God  loved  and  protected  the  issue  of  lhi« connexion. 

"  Those  wlio  were  conducting  the  damsel  to  the 
dukr.aAer  they  had  led  her  to  the  door  of  llic  castle, 
oudc  her  alight  before  it,  then  caused  the  poslem  to 
be  opened,  went  in,  and  denied  her  to  follow  ihein. 
But  tile,  more  .-ilirewd  than  simple,  refused  to  stir 
another  step,  at  which  they  were  highly  astonished. 
'  Fair  one,'  said  they,  'come  on,  be  not  itfraid,  the 
way  is  clear.'—*  O  no,  indeed  I  sliidl  not,  for  that 
ia  neither  right  nor  prudeU,'  immcdiolely  replied 
the  damsel.  '  Why,  when  the  duke  sends  for  me, 
is  his  dour  to  be  shut  ugainsi  me  ?  Let  it  be  opened, 
or  be  mttst  give  up  all  lioiw  of  posaeanng  mc.  If 
he  wishes  to  have  me  with  him,  it  is  not  decorous  to 
make  me  enter  by  this  postern.  God  forbid,  at  least, 
that  I  should  do  so  !  To  a  certainty  he  must  esteem , 
me  very  lightly,  as  he  treatd  roc  in  this  manner. 
Open  the  door,  nty  good  friends.' 

"  At  these  words,  the  sound  acnae  and  juHiice  of 
which  delighted  llie  mesaengen,  tbcy  luutcncdto 


118 


FALAI8E. 


Open  llie  door  to  the  damwl,  and  ihey  led  Iter  forth- 
with In  ihv  vaultetl  rUauilwr,  which  oantaiDcd  many 
images  in  gitld  and  in  colours.  And  tlicrc  the  duk^ 
who  was  impatiently  walung  for  her,  received  her 
witli  great  juy  and  great  honour,  and  gave  h«r  bis 
whok  love." 

I  know  not  whether  the  narrator  was  a  Vorman, 
whether  he  borrowed  his  aceouni  from  popuKir  it*. 
diiion,  or  whether  he  invented  it  himttelf.  So  tnucb, 
however,  is  certain,  that  the  conduct  of  llarlotte,  as 
he  repreK-nl«  it,  i»  thai  of  a  geiiuinu  Norman  woman. 
She  is  ihrewd  and  prudent,  and  cootrircs  to  turn  the 
sacrifice  which  she  is  ready  to  make  to  the  very  best 
eccounl.  The  intervention  of  the  reverend  brother 
isalso  in  perfect  accordance  with  the  times;  for  the 
people  were  then  not  such  adepts  in  the  quirks  and 
quibbli'ft  of  casuistry  as  not  to  ntixl  the  »id  of  ■ 
•I»riliial  ttilviiier,  when,  as  in  this  case,  there  was 
■ODictliing  to  be  done  which  was  forbidden  by  tbe 
Jaws  of  religion.  If  the  preceding  narrative  is  really 
founded  on  fact,  the  clerical  geiiik-inan  no  doubt 
duly  insiructed  his  niece,  and  gavo  her  IcsMini  bow 
■be  was  to  behave.  In  the  Chronicle  of  Normandy 
we  find  n  continuation  of  this  account,  which  seems 
also  to  exhibit  traces  of  the  tuition  of  tlic  hvrmitt 
irilts  it  is  to  be  presumed,  was  acquainted  with  the 
tlrtatDs  recimlwl  in  the  Old  TCTliimcot.  There  the 
•tory  of  Robert's  love  for  llarlotte  is  thus  related  i 

*'  It  BO  happened  (hat  the  duke  Robert  was  at 
PaUise.  There  he  saw  the  daughter  uf  a  townsman, 
vboae  name  was  Arletu>.     Thts  maiden  was  beau- 
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ttfiil,  good,  and  graceful,  and   ihe   plcnsn)   duke 
KofxTt  *(i  much  that  he   wished  to  have  her  for  biB 
frmid,  and  most  rt-specifully  demanded  her  from  her 
father.     The  fiither  nt  lint  rrfii«ed  ti>  coin])Iy  with 
his  wish.     The  duke,  however,   besought  him  so 
earm-sily,  that,  on  account  of  the  great  love  which 
he  Mw  in  the  duke  for  hts  maiden  daughter,  ho 
granted  hix  C(>n»cni,  provitled  the  maiden  gave  hen's. 
He  thL-ii  sjMike  to  her  about  the  nutter.     She  an- 
swered :  *  Father,  J  am  your  child ;  you  can  com. 
mand,  and  I  am  ready  io  do  my  duty  as  well  as  I 
can/    And  when  the  duke  u-iu  informed  of  this, 
it  gave  him  f^rcai  joy.     And  when  night  ranve,  she 
was  brought  and  conducted  lo  the  bed  of  the  duke* 
and  there  left  alone  with  him  in  the  chamber...... 

When  the  duke  had  hitd  his  pleaKure  with  hi-r,  und 
when  they  hud  conwrned  with  one  unolher  a*  mwh 
anil  OS  long  na  they  pleated,  Arletle  fell  asleep,  and 
the  duke  did  not  disturb  her,  and  began  to  think  of 
all  Uittt  of  thingH.  And,  white  he  was  lo  thinking, 
the  lady  ilartcd  and  heaved  a  very  deep  «gb.  And 
the  duke  drew  her  to  him,  and  ahkcd  what  was  the 
matter.  '  My  lord,"  wiid  she,  '  I  Jiave  been  dreain> 
ing,  and  dreamt  that  a  tree  f;rew  out  of  n>y  body  up 
to  the  sky,  and  that  all  Normandy  wu covered  by 
its  shadcv'  *  Very  good,'  said  the  duke,  'be  not 
ofraid," "  Stc. 

So  much  for  the  chronielet  and  the  ancient  poets. 

In  i-'alaiwand  the  cnvimns,  the  name  of  William 
the  Cfintjuenir  is  still  in  every  body's  mouih.  The 
■gcd  tell  tlw  ciuldrai  olwiit  hiai,  and  the  boya  re- 
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peat   him  in  their   sportg.     A*  I   paMed  ihi 

the  town,  I  ob«i?rve<]  ■  house  on  wlikb  hi>  twidel 

w&s  intcribctl  after  this  fashion : 

UAtSOX 

DX 

CtlltlArME 

lA  OUAHO    OOXQDEBAKT. 

RtritARD 

DOXNE  A  SOlnB  ET  A  HAKCCB. 

According  to  the  popular  notion,  thi>  houie  really 
was  once  U)e  dwelling  of  William  the  Conqueror, 
and  ancient  records,  in  which  it  is  mentioned  as 
"manoir  de  (iuilloume  le  conijueranl,"  g^vcgroil 
weight  to  this  tradition.  If  wc  connder  that  hit 
mother  was  only  Robert's  mistress,  it  will  appear 
natural  (hat  *I)l-  should  hnvv  her  aeptrotc  houic.  If 
this  were  the  case,  the  irony  or  the  revenge  of  the 
god  of  history  would  be  complete.  The  castle  of 
his  father,  where  he  watt  Iwgotieo,  i»  a  ruin :  on  the 
spot  where  he  learned  (he  exercise*  of  arms,  the  bea- 
dle of  a  college  plants  cobbttgcs ;  in  the  house  where 
he  himself  and  his  mother  dwell,  a  busy  cook  enter- 
tains his  customers,  sturdy  labourers  and  huslmnd- 
men  ;  and  his  tomb  was  destroyed  by  the  rage  of  a 
people  driven  to  insurrection.  This  ts  an  inscrip- 
tion such  as  was  never  yet  engraved  on  triumphal 
arch  or  grave-stone,  and  which,  fur  hini  wlm  can 
read  it,  resolves  itself  into  a  curse  pronounced  by 
Chance  or  Providenca 

The  history  of  Nomuady  IVvquently  exhibiuthe 
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most  cxiraonJinary  complications  in  the  lives  of  the 
mm  nhose  naint.-s  it  Itiu  preserved.  Liticrty  and  its 
institutions  foslervd  in  the  inhabiunia  of  ltii»  c-oon- 
trjr,  so  long  88  it  was  not  under  the  control  of  any 
other,  an  energ>-  and  a  spirit  of  independence  which 
arv  incessantly  reminding  us  of  the  heathen  h»rili> 
hood  of  their  nncrstors.  There  existed  mm :  for  no 
scourge  could  train  them  up  to  schoolboys.  Ilcncc 
that  forc«  of  will,  that  strength  of  character,  which 
impart  snch  high  dramutic  interest  to  thv  history  of 
independent  Nomuindy ;  which  show  us  how  a 
handful  of  Normans,  driven  ashore  by  tempest, 
overthrew  kingdonta  and  founded  new  ones ;  how  an 
exile,  expatriated  for  hi*  turbulence,  cuuld  carve 
out  with  his  sword  a  new  inhcriianre  in  dixtant 
lands.  In  the  history  of  Palaisc  we  meet  also  with 
a  fugitive,  who,  driven  from  distant  lands  by  ih« 
fiwsof  bis  nation,  found  an  asylum  in  Normandy. 
But  he  was  not  a  Noraian ;  he  was  not  a  son  of  a 
free,  high'Spirited,  youthful  people  —  he  was  the 
last  scion  of  a  decayed  stock,  which  a  new  rac«  hod 
cut  down  because  it  tioud  in  their  way.  A  I'altco- 
logu*  6ni,  aAer  the  fall  of  Constantinople,  to  Nor- 
inandy>and  was  there  oppoinietl,  by  way  of  charity, 
to  the  government  of  Falaite. 

The  very  women  of  Normandy  would  have  had  a 
right  loaitkhini,  "  Why  dtd>t  thou  not  fwrish  under 
the  walls  of  Constantinople  ? "  for  they  funiithed 
frec|Ucot  occaswn  to  admire  their  valour.  I  have 
often  adverted  to  this  subject,  and  must  not  pasK 
over  in  itileiKe  the  heiuiiin  of  two  women  of  Faloise, 
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who  diniDgu'iMhed  ihcniMilves  during  the  siege 
ihrir  town  b>  Henry  IV. 

The  king's  troops  poured  ihnmgli  the  brmch 
into  the  town,  but  here  cummenoed  a  most  obstinate 
couHict,  in  wliicb  ihc  womi-n  took  a  prominent  part. 
There  a  young  female  of  Fnlaise  wu  K«n  6ghting 
with  ihc  greatest  intrepidity  by  the  side  of  her 
lover,  and  resisting  a  ho*l  of  fties.  At  length,  a 
inorUil  stroke  itretcbcd  her  lover  at  her  feet.  In 
dill  the  king's  soldiers  strive  to  persuade  ber 
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to  desist  from  the  Gght :  her  courage  vras  only 
inflamed  to  fury  by  the  fidl  uf  her  lover,  and  she 
ru^icd  with  ri.'d«ubte<l  strength  upon  the  ttttaihintx, 
till  at  last  bIic  too  received  a  mortid  blow,  and, 
sinking  upon  the  body  of  her  bndcgroom.  expired. 

A  itecund  female,  whom  the  people  called  "la 
grande  E^ieronni&rc,"  distinguished  herself  in  such 
a  manner  ut  one  of  the  gutc«  Of  to  attract  the  nuticc 
of  the  king,  who  sent  for  her  after  the  place  was 
tiken.  She  went  without  fear  into  his  pretence, 
and  even  there  did  not  forget  what  she  owed  to  the 
town  ami  to  her  fdlaw^-iiizeits.  She  Iwsoughl  the 
king  to  spare  at  least  (he  old  men,  the  children,  and 
the  women.  Uenry,  touched  by  her  heroism  and 
noble  sentiments,  permitted  her  to  retire  with  her 
trvasdrcs,  and  the  iHTSons  whom  she  wished  to  save, 
into  one  of  the  streets,  which  he  onlered  to  be  closed. 
This  street  b  still  called,  in  memory  of  the  circum- 
stance, Canip-femiant,  or  ('amp-fenne. 

As  ihe  history  o(  Falaisc  furnishes  such  striking 
instances  of  the  heroism  of  the  Norman  women,  so  it 
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cxltibits  n  curious  evidence  of  tlioliligiouiiness  of  llic 
Nornuui  roeu.  In  the  year  1386,  n  now  ate  part 
of  the  child  of  it  diiy-lalwurer  of  Fnlnisc  named 
Jsnet.  This  accidpnl  reached  tlte  carsofihejuilge, 
who  condemned  the  animal  to  suffer  publicly  the 
penally  of  rctaliiiUoii.  as  |>iv»cril»ed  by  law.  The 
face  oi)d  one  arm  of  the  child  had  been  devoured  : 
the  60W  was  mutilated  i»  the  «amc  mantirr,  ond  then 
hanged  by  the  execuiiooi-r  in  ilie  public  place,  amidst 
a  concourse  of  people.  The  judge  presided  iit  the 
CKccuiion  on  horseback,  with  a  feather  in  his  hat. 
The  father  was  forotil  u>  attend,  by  way  of  ponish- 
ment,  for  not  taking  proper  care  of  his  child.  'l*he 
eulprii,  when  brought  to  the  gallow*,  was  dresMxl 
like  a  man,  wore  a  waistcoat,  breeches,  and  gloves, 
and  a  human  mask  before  her  uiout 

The  annals  of  criminal  justice  cannot  certainly 
produce  many  such  trials  and  executions;  ai>d  I 
think  that  the  fondness  of  the  ancient  Normnns  for 
litigation  needs  no  further  evidence  than  this  ituw. 

Hut  enough  of  the  Falaise  of  yesterday  :  let  us 
ny  a  few  words  concerning  the  I'alaise  of  tCMlay. 

History  has  hilhertu  rarely  recotxied  any  name 
the  owner  of  whicli  has  not  ctiinpclled  her  to  dip  her 
pet)  iu  blood.  Pcrhn{>s  n  ilifrereiil  time  may  ocnnc  ; 
but,  when  I  bethink  mc  of  llie  ciilliutiaHm  which 
Napoleon  slill  excites,  it  seems  to  me  that  this  time 
is  still  at  a  great  distance  from  u*.  The  Falaise  of 
to.day  posMSsea  two  men  who  will  sink  into  oblivion, 
because  they  have  been  content  with  lite  sphere 
which  chance  has  allotted  to  ihcm,  and  because  in 
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tlii*  sphere  ihey  have  employed  every  moment 
tlieir  live*  in  lubuuriog  for  the  welfare  (rf  their  fellow- 
dtixcns. 

Fslaise  baa  recently  been  making  great  progress. 
Itfl  ■grieulture  hiu  bei^n  im[>n)vei),  its  industry  ex- 
tended, and  above  ill,  instruction  has  Mruck  deeper 
ro»t  in  the  people.  It  is  to  two  men  in  particular 
—  there  may  be  others  with  whom  I  am  not  ac- 
quainted, becauttc  they  labour  mure  in  private  than 
these  two^that  Folaisc  i*  indcbtird  for  thi*  advance- 
ment. One  of  them  is  Gnllcron,  prociircur  du  roi, 
lhcother,TraveT9,director  of  the  College.  Both  take 
advantage  of  their  p(»ition  Jtotdy  to  <lo  gotx) ;  and 
to  tliiK  all  (bar  time  is  devoted.  The  incmuc  of  the 
scbciols  in  the  country,  and  the  improvement  and 
greater  efltdency  of  those  in  the  town,  are  their 
work.  A  town  library,  which  baa  existed  but  a 
few  yt-nm,  nnil  contain!  acverul  tbouwiml  volumrf, 
wan  fininded  by  M.  Galleron,  who  induced  iipwartla 
of  a  hundred  of  the  townspeople  to  contribute  m 
yearly  subecription  of  ten  francs.  The  town  gave 
the  rooms  requisite  for  tlie  purpose;  and  ihc  pre- 
tervatioo  and  increase  of  Ibis  library  depend  upon 
the  cnniributionti  of  the  citizens. 

For  these  few  years  past  iin  "  Association  pour  le 
Progr^  de  rAgriculture,  dp  rindustrie.  ct  de 
rinslruction,"  formed  at  the  instigation  of  die  two 
genlli-men  above-mentioned,  hos  jmbliJird  nn  "  Ai». 
nuaire  de  rArrondiswincnl  de  Falnise,"  oomjuled 
and  chiefly  written  by  themselves,  and  calculated 
entirely  for  the  people,  pointing  out  to  them  in  the 
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simplest  tone  the  improvements  tbat  may  be  made , 
in  iheltuiIuuKlry,  manufactures.  And  itidusti^  of  ths] 
district,  coiiibnting  their  prejudices,  nnd  giving  lIiL-ml 
iiuiructioQ.     Since  1830  there  vrcrcut  Fftlaiac  thro0 
■odetiea ;  a  "  Suct^iif  Liltenire,"  a  **  Soci^ti!  d'Agri- 
eulture,'*  and  that  just  mentioiMd,  which,  at  the 
iBSligBlion  of  ihoae  gciulcmen,  have  united,  in  order 
that  «rith  thnr  joint  force  tbcy  may  operate  ihc  more 
effocUrely.    For  the  extt-nsion  of  public  insiruciiof^ 
they'bave  braughndiuutinunibly  meetings  of  te«eh> 
era  in   (he  circumjacent  villagea,  which  are  always 
attended  by  one  or  other  at  iliose  offidaU  for  the 
purpose  of  ioBtJUcting  and  encouraging  llit-  teachers 
by  deed  and  by  advice.     And  they  need  sueli  eo- 
oouragcmeiir,  l)ut  more  of  thjit  anon. 

Their  nuiin  object,  however,  scvnis  to  be  (o  giva 
a  practical  direction  to  the  system  of  instruction. 
They  felt  how  far  it  is  from  sufficient  for  ordinary 
life  to  acquire  a  tiliglit  pruflciency  in  rendiDg,  wriu 
iag,  and  arithmetic  ;  tliey  therefore  set  about  deria*  - 
iDg  mL-siiit  for  initialing  the  children  in  other  neee*>i 
■ary  and   useful   branches  of  knowledge.      TheyJ 
called  for  oaslMance  upon  all  those  in  Fslaise  wito 
were  capable  of  furtliering  the  prof^ressin  this  or 
tbc  other  science,  induced  titein  to  write  eleiucotaiyi 
works  in  a  langtuigv  intelligible  to  j'ouih,  and  got 
tJteai  litlvographcd.      I  liuve  seen  a  collection  of 
these,  whicli  might  scne  as  a  model  for  all  sclioolltj 
A  M.  Alphonsc  de  BrebiMon  has  in  this  manner] 
described  and  delineated  the  trees,  their  wood,  and ' 
ibdr  fruit,  and  also  the  pntK:i[)al  plonis  that  grow 
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in  the  environs  of  FulftiAe.  and  thus  put  a  popular 
ayslcm  of  botany  into  tlic  hands  of  botb  masters  and 
scholars.  Atwther  port  cootaias  the  '*  Principlai 
of  Helicon  and  Morahiy  ]Uu»tratc(l  by  Examples.** 
A  third,  by  M.  Gallrron,  pvcs  n  "  History  of  th« 
Arrondiftsemeiil  of  Falai»c;"  a  fourth  ooncaioa  a 
"  History  of  Music  and  the  Elenieota  of  that 
Sdcncc,  by  M.  Hutcil,  teacher  of  mu»c;  in  two 
other  parts,  M.  St.  Angc-l'lcl,  director  of  iha  Eoole 
routuelle,  gives  a  "Popular  GeameUy;"  taatlyt 
M.  tyrant,  a»cien  nvocAt,  juge  de  paix  at  Falaise, 
the  "  Principle  of  Ix-gi station,"  in  whicli  w  Hud 
the  duties  of  children  to  their  parents  and  of  pa- 
rents to  their  children,  the  duties  o(  guardians  lo 
tltcir  wardx  and  vice  vcrtui,  and  those  uf  ciiiicciu  in 
gvnrral  to  ihc  !iato,  pn-Mrittcd  in  a  clear  ami  com- 
prehensive manner. 

I  wish  my  limits  permitted  me  to  do  more  than 
merely  quote  the  title.t:  but  what  I  have  already 
sta(«d  is  sufTiri4<iit  to  nlTonl  an  idea  of  the  cfTurts 
making  by  ph)lunthropi«ts  in  Falaisc.  Ought  they 
not  to  suffice  to  rniM:  up  imitators? 

1  should  never  have  done  wore  I  lo  enter  more 
into  detail.  The  following  general  ulMcrTaltoaOt 
moreover,  will  lead  me  back  often  enough  lo  ibe 
who  have  made  the  nvornl   and  intelli'ciiud 
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welfare  of  their  fellow-ciliicens  tlie  study  of  ibtir 


live*. 


With  th«  revolution  of  July  commenced  a  neir 
era  for  France.  In  the  tliree  days,  the  mind  ihmr 
off  its  fetters  more  oompletelj  than  llie  body,  and 
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then  bfigRn  to  mow  Tree  and  univ^roincd.  One  of 
Uiti  inimnliatc  consequences  of  this  revolution  was 
tliQt  B  desire  for  iostrucUon  was  awskcncd  in  the 
people,  and  that  in  all  quarters  there  started  up 
men  who  fi-It  a  vocation  to  Mipply  that  want  to  (be 
best  of  their  ahiliiy.  The  r«uh  for  Falaisc  may 
be  summed  up  in  a  few  figurefl.  In  1830  there 
exiated  in  ilits  town  but  one  school  of  the  Jrire* 
ignoranling,  aiid  tJic  number  of  ihcir  acholart 
amounted  to  180.  In  the  year  after  the  rcvoIulioD 
of  July,  a  second  school  of  mutual  instruction  vas 
established,  and  tuon  obliged  ibc^<^rM  to  make 
?ery  mau-rud  reform*  in  iheir'a.  At  present  this 
second  mtIiooI  numbers  S30  Kholars,  and  that  of 
the  yrcra  300,  The  proportion  between  the 
scholars  in  18S0  and  1837  was  as  ISO  to  5«0. 

But  tliix  wait  nut  sufildent  for  the  promoters  of 
illumination.  The  nrglectc<l  slate  in  vrhicli  the  war< 
loving  Empire  and  the  light-ltnling  Restoration  left 
the  people,  caused  a  great  number  of  the  older  per* 
aona  of  the  lower  classes  to  be  brought  up  without 
any  education  wlutever ;  tlie  necessity  ^  making  B 
•  provivion  for  thi»c  was  fell,  and  thus  there  were  " 
established  in  FalaJsc  gratuitous  schools  for  labour* 
log  people  in  the  difTen-nl  suburbs,  where  liO  pcr- 
KHU  of  the  working  classes  arc  daily  rcociWng  in- 
slnKtion,  and  where  father  and  son  may  frequendy 
be  scon  silting  ude  by  side  and  mutually  exciting 
and  encouraging  oite  anotbtT.  A  suustical  report 
of  the  criminal  jurisprudence  for  tlic arrondtsKroent 
of  Falaise  affords  oumciical  evidence  tliat  instruct 
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tion  promotes  morality  nnd  integrity,  if  such  evU 
dence  wore  at  nil  accessary.  In  »  total  of  6S,i}40 
ioliabit^ntfi,  ihis  report  gives 

for  l8S9.l!2l  pruiiccutiunx,of  which  43  were  for  theft. 


1830, 158 
1831.114 
1832,114 
1893.  93 
1834,110 
1835,  93 
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87 
86 
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Tlic  (li-crcusc  nf  tiicft  is  imrticulnrly  Mriking,  as  this 
argues  an  improvcnicnl  in  the  msieria]  condition  of 
the  inhabiunis  of  ih«  arrondissetncnt. 

In  the  tint  years  after  the  revolution  of  July,  the 
government  nnd  ttie  chambers  folloircd  the  grnera] 
impulse,  and  did  (heir  utmon  for  ihc  diffusion  and 
improvcDkcnt  of  public  instruciiOD.  M.  Guizu('« 
law  of  the  SSth  of  June,  1833,  in  ■{Hte  of  it*  hlun- 
ders,  shows  at  any  rate  the  carneMnea  with  which 
the  govemmeot  set  about  this  improrement  of  the 
public  instruction.  Since  that  time,  various  changes 
hate  taken  plac«.  The  fundamenial  idea  nf  a  go- 
vernment muNi  necessarily  carry  iuelf  out  in  its 
romutcKt  consequenco.  The  syttcm  of  M.  Guizot 
and  the  government,  or  rather  of  the  government 
and  therefore  of  M.  Guizot.  re<»gni3es  only  the 
wealthier  inhabitants  of  the  country,  ilio  landed 
proprietofs,  as  really  citizens  of  the  state.  The 
con«i<|iien<«  of  tlii»  «yntem  is  of  cour«  ihe  moral 
dcpetKlcDcc  of  all  who  ate  not  cilitcns  of  the  state 
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on  lliose  who  become  such  by  being  cicclurs,  or 
cli^)bl«.  ThiK  clepciulenci.'  canii^i  ukc  place  aud 
last,  tiiil<>fls  there  U  realiy  a  morni  .lopi-rioriiy  on 
the  Ode  hand,  and  a  moral  inferiority  on  the  oiIkt, 
which  is  not  pusaible  in  a  truly  enlifthtcncd  and 
potisheil  nation.  Tin?  govi^nmeni  and  the  parti- 
aans  of  iui  syMcm  cannot  ihen-furc  be  friends  of 
Iteorral  enli^tenment,  as  this  nould  render  ihcir 
BjBtem  impowiblc.  Till  the  ywr  1835.  thin  was  fell 
by  individual  Hdherents  of  the  frqvemm<.>nt ;  nflrr 
the  triftls  in  April  they  knew  il,  and  were  not  back- 
ward to  say  it,  as  the  papers  of  the  doctrinaires 
have  often  enough  shown. 

Since  ihAt  time,  public  instruction  has  every  where 
met  with  obstacles,  especially  in  the  country  and  in 
the  Btnoller  country-towns.  In  these,  in  general,  a  few 
opulent  proprietors,  whit  are  devoted,  soul  and  body, 
to  the  j;uveriimvni,  who  arc  guided  by  its  agi-nts 
and  il»  jmirnaU,  [wsscm  the  exclusive  inflttencc  over 
tliccommunnl  councils  and  the  people;  and  hence 
it  is  that,  as  soon  as  they  have  received  the  watch- 
word from  Paris,  they  act  in  their  localittea  agrc^ 
ably  to  the  wishes  entertained  in  Paris,  and  often 
go  mucii  fiirtlier  than  they  in  Paris  dare  venture  to 
do.  In  every  town,  in  every  village  in  France, 
do<vn  to  the  very  smallest  and  meanest,  where  some 
oiber  parly  has  not  ttie  preponderance,  this  influ- 
ence aaaerts  its  sway.  For  the  arrondissement  of 
Palaise  the  fultowing  figures  again  sjieak  ]ilninly 
enough.  Till  the  yi-ar  1835  ibere  wasan  advancing 
improvement ;  it  then  became  aiationnry,  aiKl  a  rei- 

c5 


I 


180 


7ALAISE. 


tr"grade  movement  siicceptted.    The  ttntenient  tor 
Uiai  and  Uk-  next  year  is  qs  follows  : — 

1835      1836 

Communal  K-hools  ., 64  6T 

Priraie  ecIiooIs    13  11 

Female  teachers 19  SI 

Number  of  children  of  both   Ecxe« 

attending  tliv  ikJiooU  in  winter  4729       4600 

„  „  in  summer  USSH      3139 

„        receiving  no  instruction     090        890 

School-children  paying  in  winter  ...  8431       8211 

„  not  payinj{         „  ISOS       1309 

In  the  same  year  iliat  the  progreits  of  public  \a- 
struction  ceased  nt  Falaiec,  and  a  retrogresuun  he* 
came  pcrccptiblei  tiie  sutistics  of  the  ailniini«lnition 
<jf  justice  exhibited  an  inereaHo  of  crimes.  While 
only  93  legal  pnnectiuon*  were  necessary  in  1835* 
we  find  101  in  183G,  and  initeml  of  93  thefts  ao 
fewer  ihun  36.  This  is  a  sign  of  lliv  limn  that 
our  calculating  age  ought  at  least  to  understand. 

All  these  tiieo  I  have  fiuind  in  the  Annusire  of 
tlie  Society  for  tlie  ln)pn>viincnt  of  Agriculture, 
Industry,  and  Public  Instruction, of  1836  sikI  1857. 
The  latter  contains  this  passage : — "  The  nujority 
of  the  munici[>al  councillors,  though  composed  of 
ciiixens,  who  ought  above  all  to  ciKountge  public 
iDMruction,  have  shown  thems(>lvcs  hostile  to  it; 
wmc  refusing  a  school  of  any  kind  ;  olliers  cavilling 
with  the  nuuter  till  he  resigoMl  hit  oflicc  ;  aitd 
others  again,  and  thetc  fomi  the  greater  number, 
fixing  die  master's  talaty  to  low  at  to  discourage 
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men  whose  usefulness  nothing  but  ill-will  or  the 
most  deplorable  blindness  can  refuse  to  acknow> 
ledge." 

Methioks  this  is  enough  to  con6nn  the  above 
views  concerning  the  influence  .of  the  principles 
prevailing  in  a  governtnent.  If  the  government 
were  seriously  intent  on  progressing,  not  (me  muni- 
cipal council  in  a  thousand  would  oppose  it.  In 
fact,  throughout  all  France  public  instruction  be- 
came more  and  more  diffused  so  long  as  the  govern- 
ment was  seriously  disposed  to  encourage  it 
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CHAPTEK  XXIV. 

Vira— Tlia  Cutlo~CIolh  Manuliuturc*— ComalinBu  of  the  Wo> 
nm — Lcctutu  on  tliolr  Dic«* — Pxlt  of  the  Lccliir«T — Olttkr 
BtMoIln,  a  minMial  of  the  FourlMotb  Ccntnrj:  «p«<tiiieiii  ol 
hit  SoDgi — Jwn  Is  Hoax;  •p*cin«i*  o(  hli  CnnpottUon*^ 
Flen :  IradiUon  nvpccling  thr  origin  of  •  Lake  in  Ita  Eantuu 
— Einiiix;  hxtiiricsl  [mu  conneeUiI  wktb  It — Abuitii*  Al- 
tempt  to  intfodiira  lh»  InqaiiitioD — EnlMiUtical  R«roni»of 
bi*hopC1iii<ladii  Siintv^AiModale  of  hi*  Sueccminr — AnrwilM* 
ilIuii[ntiteotth«Ch«nu!t«(i>rthB  Pvopl*. 

V'lHE  13  a  nmall  town  of  10,000  inhalntants,  on 
llic  tivcr  of  the  snitic  iinDiv,  in  the  dcpartoH-iil  of 
CalvodcM.  It  was  formerly  the  chief  town  of  ibe 
Bocagr.  The  environs  uf  the  place,  which  b  seated 
on  a  hill,  are  picturesque  :  the  Vire  and  the  Virtne, 
which  unite  hero,  fot-in  bcuutiful,  vvrclunt,  unimated 
vftlleyK,  in  which  the  clack  of  ihf  (vipi-r-niills  and  the 
operations  of  the  cloth  manufacture  alternate  with 
the  rejxMe  of  the  wooded  hills. 

In  the  ancient  ca»tle  of  Virc  there  are  at  preccnt 
the  library,  the  hotel  dc  vlllc,  and  in  the  courtyard 
a  fountain,  lo  which  washer  men,  as  well  as  woowa, 
resort  in  great  numbers.  For  xhoae  who  are  fund 
of  Kuch  tliingft,  these  are  remarkable  enougli.  At 
times,  unforltinately,  I  am  better  pirasnl  with  the 
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tattle  ctf  uraBheru'omeD  than  with  th«  teainetl  jabber 
of  librahrs.  In  rrgard  to  nniifiuitics  too  I  am 
rather  difBcult;  and,  even  iT  ihcy  were  huHl  in 
Adam*9  time,  I  could  pa&s  them  with  indifference, 
if  they  have  ao  story  to  lull. 

The  clolh  ninnufaclurcs  in  tltc  environs  arc  nut 
precisely  the  best  in  France ;  nay,  formerly  they 
did  a  great  deal  of  business,  because  they  furniilied 
clotli  of  Riich  bod  quality  that  no  other  matiufuclure 
in  France  could  compete  with  it.  In  general,  to  be 
»ure.  bad  clolh  is  not  in  great  request;  and  the 
Revolution  alone  could  go  so  far  in  its  plebeiao 
Moici»iii  ns  to  prefer  that  i>f  Vire  to  any  other.  The 
republic  was  poor  and  economical,  and  therefore 
purchased  the  cliea]>e9t  clolh  that  could  be  got  for 
its  soldier*.  The  jK-ople  of  Vire  iient  cliith  to  the 
CiMit pine  army,  and  thu«  the  Muis^culotti-^  got  cu- 
lottes and  the  cloths  of  \'ire  the  name  of  Cisalpine. 
Sub«equeDlly,  when  republican  simplicity  wa»  su- 
perseded by  imperial  luxury,  the  doih-trade  of  \'lrc 
declined,  iKvauNc  the  manufacturers  of  llut  place^ 
MCURlomcd  to  make  a  cticnp  and  bad  commodityi 
could  nut  for  some  time  get  into  the  way  of  produc- 
ing a  better. 

The  riux-  of  peo(>lc  in  nil  Lower  Normandy,  espo> 
cially  in  the  smaller  towns,  ia  very  robust,  and  i)tc 
vooien  are  moAtly  good>lookiug.  TheM-  arc-  cliielly 
engaged  in  household  occupations,  while  the  men 
almost  exclusively  pursue  the  labours  of  agriculture. 
The  former  urecunsequeDdj  less sunburnl, and  have 
in  general  liaiidsutitc  liands  aod  feet.     At  Virc  }ou 


184 


VIKB. 


meet  with  acarcely  any  but  comply  women,  fro* 
qiKDtly  having  fair  ooniplexions,  but  ina«ly  bru- 
iiette&  A  frenh  healthy  colour,  lively  and  vxpre*- 
uve  eyes,  u  gixid  figure  of  midJling  heiRhi,  and  a 
light  cosy  gnil,  give  theni  an  appearanec  that  is 
really  dmrmiiig;  and  itvey  are  not  only  attractive 
in  [>cr9i>n,  hut  ninslly  of  a  lively  cheerful  dispoti- 
tton,  uiinircck-d  and  intelligent  in  conversatiuo,  and 
exct'llonl  Itousewives.  Like  tlwkc  of  Gennany, 
they  take  »  (larticuUr  pride  in  tlK-tr  iiiteti,  which 
n  lhcr<>f(irt'  thdr  first  and  ihuir  last  care. 

But  ihcy  seem  to  have  inherited  aomelhing  from 
tlie  French.  Their  dress  i«  at  present  plain  and 
neat, and  I  niiiM  eonfcKt  that  I  could  pcrcMve  in  it 
DO  more  fonilncKft  for  fashion  and  cwjurlry  ilian  in 
that  of  any  other  women.  But  it  appears  that  they 
oould  not  always  have  thought  and  acted  as  they 
do  now.  In  a  htstory  of  their  country  and  their 
town,*  I  UK't  with  tlie  following  poftuigc ; 

**  What  I  fituill  say  of  it  [the  drcn  of  the  women] 
generally  is  (hut,  as  the  women  of  former  times 
were  ilect^nt  and  chaste,  and  prided  tbcniselveB  oa 
being  grave  and  modest,  so  those  cd"  the  present  day 
itrive  by  all  mums  in  ihcir  (wwrr  to  appear  rude 
and  voluptuous.  We  no  longer  lire  in  the  times 
when  lodieii  of  quality  appeared  with  girdles  like 
those  of  «»rdelier».  Their  garments  were  as  wide 
and  thick  as  those  of  the  women  of  our  days  itre 
•canty  and  light,  and  so  fine  that  at  every  motion 
the  contours  of  ttie  body  iirc  soexactly  detined  as  lo 

■  Scf Din,  Em*I  Mr  I'lu«l«ir«  A*  llndiMtri*  4a  Bocif*.     TLtv. 
1810. 


DRB8B0F  THE  WUMEN. 

leave  nothing  to  be  imagined.  Scarcely  do  the; 
ocnrer  the  bosom  witli  n  very  liglu  tran!if>uretit  veil, 
or  ■  sort  of  colljir,  which  tlioy  cnll  point -a^four, 
waA  whidi,  while  covering  all,  conceals  nothing ;  so 
tliat,  if  they  do  not  display  all  Ux-ir  cliarma  to  the 
view,  it  IB  Ih-chiim.*  the  k-u&t  scrupulous  nii*ii,  who 
are  content  to  rally  them  nt  preMnI,  woidd  be  abso- 
lately  shocked.  Besides,  it  Is  not  yet  the  fashion. 
Afany  even  carry  their  impudence  so  far  as  to  come 
into  our  temples  without  cap*,  and  their  hair  brist- 
ling like  furies  .'"     Oh  !  the  wretches ! 

"  Ader  disgracing  the  dress  of  women,  they 
have  also  prostituted  that  of  men.  ^Ve  have  seen 
them  iucocMivi  ly  adopting  hala,  great-oonts,  jackets, 
waiHicoolx,  boots,  nay,  even  buttons !" 

Atrocious!  Well  mij^t  M,  Seguin  express  bis 
indignation !  The  impious  JAdes  even  wore  bul- 
toos!  "Would  to  God,"  proceeds  the  gallant  com- 
batant of  women'i  bwtons,  "  that  the  ancient  laws 
were  still  in  force,  and  that  those,  whether  hi»  or 
■bet,  vho  wear  indecent  dresses,  were  obliged  to  go 
to  Rome  lo  obtain  absolution,  which  could  only  be 
granted  by  the  sovereign  |M>iittfr.  Hut  I  doubt  very 
much,  whether  the  sovenngn  ixintifl*  wonid  ever 
bav«  granted  ttH-m  absolution,  tinlcse  they  had  pre- 
viously subjected  tJicir  flesh  lo  severe  castigation." 

At  lliis  lesson  of  repentance  the  people  of  Vlre 
felt  gricvuuKly  nctlled,  and  a«  M.  Seguin  had  at- 
tacked the  manufacturers  as  well  as  the  women,  and 
cliarged  them  with  making  bad  cloth,  a  slomi  hurst 
one  mofTting  over  his  bead.     Men  and  women  re- 
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■olrcd  lo  >piz«  ihfl  traducer  of  bis  country,  am)  M. 

Seguin  deemed  it  advitoble  to  talie  to  his  hcvis,  tike 
dw  Itero  .films.     I  dare  say  the  Normans  of  both 
■exes  wouh)  have  forgiven  without  hesitation  all  hi* 
other  treasons;  but  to  talk  of  sending  the  women 
to  Rome  to    obtain  absolution,  and  the  men    to 
school  to  their  neighbours  to  learn  to  make  cloth, 
was  too  dire  an  ofience.     M.  Seguin  was  hanged, 
poor  fellow,  after  a  very  summary  trial,  and  then 
th«y  made  an  Buto-da<f^  and  burned  the  herctk 
with  alt  due  ceremony,  that  i*  to  say,  in  cfllgy. 
How  I  shuuli)  like  to  have  seen  thi^  fomiidBhlc 
riot !    The  ladies  of  Virc,  attacl>ed  in  the  tenderBst 
point,  their  cftps,  and  guwiitt,  and  ]K-tiicoiiit>,  shovrvd, 
DO  doubt,  a  lieroming  spirit  on  the  occasion.   Upon 
the  whole,  however,  I  should  hardly  have  given 
the  people  of  Vire  i-nxlit  for  so  violent  a  pmceedinj;, 
for  they  area  kindly  nice;  and  who  knows  but  the 
whole  affair  may  have  been  rather  jocose  than  se- 
rious.     At  any  rate,  it  furnishes  a  confirmaiion  of  a 
peculiarity  in  the  character  of  the  Lower  Normim* 
already  noticed  in  treating  of  Caen  not  to  a^iifrcr  any 
one  to  pry  into    their    ilomcslic    concerns.       Lat 
every   body  sweep  before  his  own  door,  is  their 
maxim,  iiguin>>t  which   M.  Seguin  bad  grievouxly 
sinned,  for   he  had  not  only  talked  about  what 
others  did,  but  written,  priniHl,  and  puMiched — ay 
published  it — ibiiik  of  that  ! 

I  made  too  short  a  slay  at  Vire  lo  have  it  in  my 
power  to  Ih'  more  explicit  concerning  thefttiteor 
society  ittere;  but  two  old  pujmbr  niinsircts  hnvc 
leA  striking  monuments  in  the  strains  wliich  they 
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composed  for  their  townspeople  in  former  times.  I 
have  more  than  onoe  remarked  that  the  Normans  of 
old  were  addictc<l  to  song,  and  that  even  at  iho 
present  dny  they  still  furnish  evidence  of  this  dis- 
)>usitioD  in  their  poets. 

Olivier  Botscltn  Uvcd  in  the  middle  of  the  four- 
teenth century  in  the  vicinity  of  Vire.  He  was  the 
proprietor  of  a  water-mill,  hut  he  seems  to  have 
cared  very  httle  about  the  water  or  the  mill  »lher, 
for  he  was  a  minstrel,  and  of  course  a  foe  to  water. 
This  enmity  was  carried  su  far,  that  the  mill  was 
at  time»  ncglixled  on  ftccount  of  it ;  and  hi-t  re- 
latives were  flt  length  obliged  to  consign  the  jovial 
and  thirsty  miller  and  his  affairs  to  the  care  of 
iruslevK,  which  Kcems  to  have  given  hini  no  par- 
ticular concern,  llaaseiin  was  the  first  plebeian 
who,  after  the  clei^  in  their  {isalms,  and  the  gentry 
ID  their  iove<dittJes,  had  contrived  to  Weep  lo  ihem- 
■elves  for  some  centuiicsa  monopoly  of  song,  raised 
his  rslher  rude  voice.  His  predecessors  had  so  worn 
out  the  subjectH  of  the  blessed  Virgin  and  ihvir 
ladye-love,  that  it  was  quite  a  relief  to  hear  once 
more  a  joily  drinking  song.     And  Baaselin  sang : 

Notu  Mmmoa  •min  oomniK  il  hut, 
A  IVroc!  i  TuMutl,  t  I'BHialt! 
Noua  Knni«*  krnivt  commu  il  fkul  1 
Chuaac  moDttro  ce  qtTA  —it  fait*. 

La  tromp^o  a  kidd£  bion  hint. 
A  I'snM.  k  ri>UDU.  t  I'uuult  t 
|jt  Irompvttc  ■  Mnini  binii  haut 
EiH'or  promlar  nooi  (aut  11  bulr*. 
Hon*  MomM  axnti  anamv  il  but, 
ChaMU  nooMn  ot  qu'il  ult  lairs  1 


« 


188 


VIHE. 


KcU  Wx  aurDni  \r  casar  pint  (tiBUd, 
A  razme '.  h  I'uMiik,  *  I'uMult ! 
Nou>  CD  auroai  Ic  goiiit  plug  ch&od, 
Ec  TklacroD*  idIsdx  no*  wlvcnum*. 
Nog*  wmmM  kTmei  comma  11  laol. 
ChucDn  mourti*  »  qo'll  lait  lUi*. 

A  on  j^u  bit  fair*  an  bnu  wait, 
A  I'wni* !  k  1'Uawilt,  k  I'aMault ! 
A  un  j'al  hit  fairo  un  boa  nail 
Vena  en  lalrat  en  la  maiiiin. 
Nmi«  Mmnw  ami«  cDnini*  >■  Itot, 
Chucua  moDitre  ce  qu'll  ait  lUrs. 

Tboe  were  straing  of  a  kiii<]  and  in  a  tone  that 
had  become  very  rnrc,  and  that  were  liciinl  al  nioM 
[lerliApsin  the  well  supplied  convent,  from  the  lips  of 
a  jolly  priest,  nho,  in  case  one  ol'ihe  profane  chanced 
(o  npproneh  ilio  ttnnctunry,  immedintcly  folded  his 
hand«  nnd  devomly  said,  *'  In  oomiiic  Dei  pauis  ct 
ttlii.  Aineu  I"  ))ul  Daswlin  sang  his  song  in 
broad  day,  taught  it  liis  iicighboura,  and  ihey  sang 
■long  with  him. 

AOer  (his  spirited  coll  upon  Itis  fellovr-comba- 
tnnis  lo  siorm  the  houlo,  one  has  no  scruple  to  take 
his  word  for  it  that  he  was  a  genuine  toper.  But 
he  himself  tells  us  tliut  he  carried  about  him  (he 
(littinetive  mark  of  the  boon  companion;  for  he 
tlitis  sings  his  nose : 

Qnanil  ntoa  net  dcvimdra  d«  cDatiiar  mugr  on  pfn*^ 
[J«J  Puttoniy  l<*  niulaur*  qiw  ehcrll  ana  naitnaaa. 

1.*  Tin  rend  Is  t«nt  beaa. 
Vaat  (I  paa  tnlvui  anur  la  eoalout  fooga  ot  lil«, 
Bklwlls  lw«i]  rubi*.  i)ue  paala  at  chdtito, 

Aioai  gu*aa  trntsnr  d'<an  7 
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His  philosophy  of  life  and  bis  politics  are  ex- 
pounded in  the  following : 

He  1  qn'avinw-noiu  aflUrc 
Da  Tare  et  da  Soph;! 

Don!  Don! 
Ponrrn  qae  j'li  i  boire 
De  gnndeiiTS  je  d'y  6, 

Donl  Doo! 
Trinqae.  seignear.  le  Tin  e*t  bon 
Hoc  scnit  iageoiani. 

Qoi  coDg  ea  Tin  oa  iigna 
Et  Dn  pritage  heareal, 

Donl  Don! 
Le  Tin  i  qoi  rechigna 
Rend  le  coear  tout  jojeoi 

Don!  Don! 
Trinqae,  oeignear,  le  Tin  est  boa. 
,  Hocacait  ingeniam. 

Mechsnt  est  qai  le  broaille, 
Je  pa  He  lai  (■TernJere, 

Don!  Don! 
Le  breoTige  k  grenonille 
Ne  doit  ettre  am  celliera, 

Don!  Don! 
Trinqne,  aeignear,  le  via  eat  boa, 
Hoc  acoit  ingeoiam. 

Qae  ce  lio  on  ne  coope, 
Ainfoia  qn'oa  boire  net, 

Don!  Donl 
Je  prie  toDte  la  tronpe 
DBTiderlogodet, 

Don!  Don! 
Trinqae,  Beignear,  le  Tin  est  bon. 
Hoc  acoit  ingeniam. 

Nothing  could  keep  him  from   his  bottle,  and 
even   when   Vire   was    besieged,   he   pursued   his 
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course  undisturbed,  like  the  phil(»ophfr  of  old, 
and  sang : — 

Taut  k  I'oDtour  de  no*  rcntpatu 
Lm  cnnarni*  tont  m  furicl 

Santei  oat  tonneaai,  je  lou*  pHcl 
Prrnni  plu'lot  lU  non«.  Kmd&rl*. 
Tool  PC  dont  tau»  KUrei  cdvI« 

Siavoi  noK  lonniaai,  j*  ran*  priiL 

Kaak  poarioim  aprfi  en  ba*«at 
Chuier  Dotro  inelaniTollt. 

Saavvi  nM  tonoMUi,  ja  mi*  frit, 
L'enDctni  cjai  eil  ti  iIcvkdc, 
tit  nou*  v«ul  fiiia  c«iirtouie. 

ViJonaiim  lQnnwui,j«  roui  prt*. 

Aq  moinii  ('il  prRi'l  notr*  rit#, 
Q*)!  n';  trauia  ptuiqae  la  lie. 

Viiliiiii  ii(i>  toiiiipiut.  j«  raua  ptia, 
Dnaion*  noua  marcher  dv  cotlA 
C*  tMm  rililrn  o'viparsiinnn  pii. 

VMon*  DM  tobneuni.  Jd  vooi  prie. 

His  pliyuc  was  of  the  sAinc-  kind : 

On  dtt  qnll  (mne)  nult  idi  jca:),  tntJ*  KrODt  lU  !«■  mulatras. 

Ia  Tin  Mt  KU«rltua 
Da  mMmtai;  J'&ime  mianx  perdrr  lea  deni  hnl'tna 

Qar  tout*  Ik  mkiww. 

Sometimea  he  was  bolder  and   made  game  uf 
the  scholars ; 

Ct<rt«*:  hoc  linnm  Ml  bonix, 
Oq  rnkiiTBii  ktiD  ne  voai  chiillr. 
L*  bicn  CMiBTQ  nVMalt  te  jai 
Ec  taut  ne  Toadroit  rieo  (tai  vkille, 
Ktcalknr  J'apria  que  bou  >ln 
AI<1«  bi««  an  mautaialalja. 
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C«lt«  •enWncc  pratiqaant 
Da  UUnjo  o'apprti  gaif 
T  p«UWt  Mils  aiiiiM  ((ftTkot 
Pnliqqe  boa  rin  uokij  k  bolie. 
lannao  mxitila  iiii  on  k  Iju. 
LftUo  a'e*t  bgo.  fiut-il  coDgni. 

F)  da  IttiDt  p>rlon»  frmntw*. 
Ja  id';  racogaui  dkiRoUgo, 
J*  ttsx  boira  uni<  Iioiiiii>  (oil 
Cm  lolci  an  maiitrc  brcavBgo, 
CerUii,  ai  i'«ii  iMuvkj  vuuvunt 
J«  d«vi«idny  fart  elociDciit. 

Thai  lie  knew  enough  of  ihc  Bible  to  undergo 
OD  exnniinatioD  in  the  catechism  he  provot  in 
tGesc  lines: 

Adkin,  e'nt  choM  Irts  notoira 
No  nou*  out  mil  en  tal  duigtcf 
Si  %a  linu  da  btal  muiginr 
II  (0  (u*(  pluiIoM  prii  ■  buro. 

But  the  jolly  tippler  coulil  sing  oT  love  as  well  as 
wine ;  witness  the  fullowiog  ballad  : 

En  un  gudlo  d'orobragc  taut  caoTart, 
An  chkad  da  jout  ay  iroaii  MMinleinc, 
Qui  prft*  Ja  pivd  d'un  ajrcomuru  van. 
Dormalt  au  bord  d'ona  chin  (botaina: 
Son  III  Bstait  de  ihjn  at  taajBOldoa. 
800  tclin  fnu>  n'ratait  paa  Uan  oieht 

D'aiDout  touch  A, 
Poar  aoaiamplar  *■  boauU  (covai^na 
Ineontinent  ja  m'ea  auia  aprocht. 

Soa,  (ua,  qa'on  ao  raTalU* 

Void  (In  axcallsnl. 

Qai  lilt  loTer  rorollk, 

II  fail  mat  qui  a'Mi  prvnd. 
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Jl  n^MlpMWir,  (i  bell«  l«  voyant 
Dd  n'«b«tMttr  ili;  btlioilaf  m  bouch*. 
Si  bicn  i|u>nfin  ta  t»t<«  n'eivFilluil, 
Md  rcgantaiit  tux  on  ocil  (imucho, 
ModiCcM  molt:  Bibcqnn  cir  me  toucbe 
Tu  n'eil  pu  dlgnc  avtc  aoi  d'aijrrtniTvr 

I<iii«u  J'aimer. 
Botic  Rllettc  t  ton  alie  n«  coaehs 
At«a  cxlul  i|ui  0*  fail  iiD'yvrecntr. 

Siu.  nt,  qo'on  M  reveille, 

Volci  sill  nicnllanc 

Qui  flit  loTtf  I'orailk, 

II  (kit  mal  qui  n'eD  pmd. 

J*  loi  reponJi:  Co  d'mi  dnhoiwenr 
D'aiinai  lo  im.  DoachoM  ti  boono. 
Ventre  b«l  oeil  fotretienl  en  chiJciu. 
Et  Ic  ban  via  eo  MiitA  ina  p»r*oniie. 
Pour  vou*  aimer  fiul-il  i|tie  j'abaDdoDas 
Lc  *oin  qu'on  dole  aioiiil*  la  unU? 

Fi  lie  )h»<iI* 
Quo  loll  ammt  do  doplaiilr  goerdoDDo, 
Au  lien  (lu  bli-ii  ija'il  avait  merilJ. 

Sat,  tat,  qu'on  h  rcTeiUe, 

Volci  Tlo  rtcdkoDI. 

Qui  IM  \frr  rrjrrUla, 

II  r*ic  mil  qui  n'un  )>(i>n<l. 

J'Alni*  Uto  nUui  I'onbrv  d'un  cabaiet 

Et  do  bouchon  la  latrrno  *iuoai«, 

Qocellqul  eat  ea  an  beau  jardiiiM. 

Ia  belle  alon  ne  mpond  dopiieuic, 

Tu  be  ta*o«t  boo,  tken.-hi>  una  aotro  unoomiM. 

Poiaqn*  p*r  toj  yaj  perdu  tne*  anwian 

TouJDurat  Tonjaan* 
Cuntre  I'anioar  cl  lc  Kiit  rigoureui 
Qoaj'  Kill,  bnn  via,  armt  d*  ton  hkoui*. 

Soa,  aua.  (fi'oa  ae  revoillo, 

VoKt  viii  oiuUrtil, 

Qui  rait  itrrt  romlle. 

II  (alt  mil  ijiii  a'av  prtad. 
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I  subjoin  onoUicr  sang  or  two,  nol  only  at  still 
morr  Rtrongly  characteristic  of  the  merry  tojicr, 
but  also  as  calculat«d  to  convey  a  tolerably  liigli 
idea  of  hi»  pocUc  talent — in  (he  14lh  century,  be  it 
recollected. 

Qnuiil  ja  lal*  uin*  Terra  et  binuiaiga 

C'ral  Mdii  co<|  tin  llmafan, 
San*  livtiit  c'cit  iin  p)i»g«. 

Cmi  do  dcoller  iaiu  le;on. 

C'Mt  nn  chauttur  utnt  u  troatpn. 

9*D>  bFU|utitts  on  tttniquciut, 
C'ait  on  nKvlru  ikn*  pomp*. 

C*Mt  UD  burgBr  iKn>  Bi^ealrt. 

C'Mt  uo  imiilkrl  un>  panicbu. 

Cot  »n*  Rfrc  on  lambourin, 
C'Mt  un  diurpnniivr  una  liicho, 

C'Mt  vn  orKvrc  no*  baria.' 

Bum  tin  js  perdi  coii(«nkn«o 

C'Mlcei|al  iniDUt  m*  connloDt, 
Conin*  ad  caralinr  ••  lane*. 

El  la  IwgDctl*  k  un  aergonl. 

)*  voa*  annoni-o  la  pirrri). 

Pour  I'amoar  ds  roOD  tinf, 
Quu  Toici  iladan*  n  vtm 

Jo  iM  bdrngr  pobill  thny. 


Bajrv  *a**Dt  do  tola  da  Imm 
Qua  dn  Irtim  iimln>  ooin 
Celk  gnaot  noatra  *la 
D*  folo  St  iB«lan«tk. 

J'cn  KQil  aialr  I«  ca*nr  net 
VrriM  done  daiu  <•  (oilst. 
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Sor  CO  cildrc  il*»u«U*nc« 
r«n  Tojr  fur«  rcipartmee. 

Mnn  nam  Mt  irep  roan  Tn^ment 
Vm  Of  breoiii^  excellent. 
3'j  TODilnli  hisn  intor*  mottni 
A  tout  Ik  nom  aa»  lettr«. 

81  le  bolre  n'efi  pu  ban 
Jeui  (iinplBinent  j'kanii  nom. 
Mail  •■  cv  breBTigc  irjoyne, 
Men  nom  ler*  Marc  Anioine. 

Basselin's  songx  xre  KufBdcntly  rvmarkable  in  a 
literary  point  of  view,  especially  when  we  consider 
the  period  in  which  th«y  were  composed.  (le  was 
the  creator  of  the  drinking  «mg  in  France,  and 
moreover  the  father  of  the  Vaudeville,  the  anccMor 
of  M.  Scribe.  Basselin  called  his  pieces  allcr  the 
place  where  he  laug  them,  Viiiidi!vircii,  wlmh  lime 
has  transfomied  into  Vaudcvillci.  Some,  however, 
assert  that  the  Vaudevilles  are  much  more  ancient, 
and  that  their  name  is  derived  from  voix  de>  ville*; 
but  the  gniitrr  number  of  French  liicnti  do  not 
question  Bossetin's  paternity. 

But  these  poems  are  likewise  of  oonaequence  as 
Ulustraling  the  character  of  the  old  Nonnanit,  Bas- 
selin  was  one  of  tJie  people,  an<),  Kpruug  frum  th« 
people,  it  WAS  to  tlio  people  that  he  sang  hta  ptcves. 
Mo«t  of  these  are  songs  tor  the  laUe,  in  which  the 
whole  company  joined,  plying  the  glass  the  while. 
This  wc  perceive  in  most  of  thcoi  at  the  first 
glance.  In  the  followuig  tliis  popular  practice  it 
plainly  eipresacd ;— 
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C'cat  Min  I  troupe  hnnnrftbia, 
Da  MB  gcntll*  chuiU  Tiroi*. 
II  faul  M  lovr  du  Ulilo, 
La  mtf  «i  an  autre  loia. 

Car  peut-e*tre 

Qii«  Is  tnwatr* 
Qui  noui  uiemble  ooum 

N'oae  illr« 

Et  to  mil  qua  lui  Iniit  la  ilaate. 
8>uf  am  incummmlil^ 
PratiFnt  d'avolt  lro|i  cbanU. 


Mai*  11  Mt  trnp  rolootair* 
Pour  *TQlr  1«  ocsar  autf 
D'avoir  tu  la  bonus  ohtn 
Que  iinua  aionii  hit  nho  lui. 

Monilvur  rtiMtu 

Vojiu,  j'otto 
Moil  bonnet  hnnealtmant 

On  mg  pria 

Qua  j«  dia 
Qo'on  voni  rend  gnca  hamUwnant. 
Mau  ti  In  <  >H  mta  an  pot 
Soinma*  tncor  do  I'^coL 


mtca  on  law  la  boncha 
A  qu»lqu«*  ling  d'roire  noua, 
Avant  <)u'an  tailpl  y  toucho, 
Pal>i)ua  tant  dopnnd  d«  oou* ; 

J(  na  cure, 

Jc  iiMujBre, 
JanMi*  (na  baurhg  antrtoul. 

NoMtT  hiMteua 

J*  inui  laliH 
Mllle  hibitU  en  pajalDtnt. 
Cmtj  Hrall  aixitt 

J'«n  bo;  t  tofln  HUtti. 
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J'«i  oaj  dir*  i  n»  (nuda  mdr*, 
Tcajonn  dot  (inx  <ui  kpnod, 
Qua  do  l>  gnutn  dernlAra 
La  bonna  chtm  iJtpBiid. 

BoDoo  fenimo 

(jap  ton  *ni*i 
PniiH  cutTc  VI  del  aa  riposi 

J 'ay  vnvia 

D'entular*  trirn  M>  pnipoi. 
Qnand  nir  la  ban  vln  Je  mla 
J'ln  Uina  moin*  que  ja  |iiiw. 

Jepn  Chapelain,  mi  old  romancier  of  that  timr, 
•ay«,  ci>iic<.-rnMig  tlie  cuttom  of  tbc  r(mdt4  <i«  labU 
in  Normandy :  — 


U«ig«  Mt  on  NormBOiliu 
Que  t]uf  beber^ut  eit  qn'il  dla 
F«bl>  ou  chanton  i  anu  lioito, 


and  i)uis  prort-M  tli«t  Itntwlin  wu  not  t])e  only  min- 
ttrcl  of  his  lime,  but  tUnt  every  (;ues(  sang  Ills  land- 
lord a  song  or  lold  him  a  >>tory,  ii  [iractice  thai  carries 
III  buck  10  ihv  manner*  and  customs  of  the  North. 
But  the  fnct  that  wc  slill  posseas  these  songs  is  tbo 
rooet  striking  proof  of  the  fondness  of  the  andeni 
NormaiiB  for  song,  that  the  conipoiilions  of  the 
thirsty  wine-biblicr  of  Normnndy  wore  ndojitcd  by 
hi«  couDirynien,  and  by  them  tmnsmilted  down  to 
UB  in  spite  of  time  and  eienu.  It  was  not  till  a 
eeniury  later  that  a  euuntrymnn  of  Danelin't,  his 
successor  in  the  priesthood  to  the  god  of  wine,  Jean 
le  iloux,  of  \'irc,  wrote  them  don-a  from  the  lips  of 
the  people. 
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Le  IIoux  had  as  strong  an  amipalhj  to  watar  as 
Baaselin  himseir:^ 

t>'<na  na  bit  qas  roil  *,a  vcnlro, 
Quel  bi«n  rail  villi  iiix  sokivn 
Que  nc  fall  pu  noi  louller* 
Et  botm,  quand  oil*  y  antra. 

He  wad  an  advocate,  aiiil  as  BasncHn  left  li:»  mill 
lo  its  fate  BO  (lid  Lc  IIoux  his  ollicc,  that  he  might 
drink  and  sing  without  molestation.  But,  while 
Ba»tteha  had  to  do  only  with  his  relative*  and  iits 
trustees,  the  poor  advocate  fared  iiifiniicly  worse. 
The  clerical  guardians  of  the  people  took  ofTeoce 
at  hU  songs;  ibey  regarded  them  as  an  invasion 
of  tlieir  jirivileges,  and  condemned  tlu-m  to  th« 
flames,  and  the  p(]Ct  to  a  pilgrimage  to  Rome  to 
obtain  absolution  for  the  heinous  niorlal  sin.  What 
would  M.  Seguin  say  to  this  ? 

JjB  IIoux  had  ttllemptod  to  defend  his  songa  in  0 
Bong:— 

On  I<w  a  ccnnret. ' 
Lot  pauvriu  voui  ()»>TlrM: 
Un  Ua  da  ^lIchiDgn 
Ne  ceoeiit  da  nlKtir*. 
Vaulaat  era  morfondu 
K«w  onpecher  da  rlre? 
II*  but  1m  Bfitanda* 
Et  no  poDTrnt  nou  dir*. 


Qui  jojraai  at  itaillard 
ChuiUnt  D*  bolt  du  plr* 
Vtod  ml*u(  quVio  lieot  miilftrd 
Qui  toajonn  eat  an  ir«. 


ait 
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C'tat  da  tin  d«*  CMni 
Qoe  Toui  irofei  rclaim 
Okge  qu'il  dt  dniliui* 
Poorro  qoB  )•  le  Urt. 

And  again :—  ' 

Dnucei  chuaani,  1  tort  on  rout  biMonna, 
Beam  aln  pcmr  boirc.  Ii  cjal  (all  vaai  inalf 
Ed  collaaJkQt  no  breovaga  ioj»i 
On  ne  hit  tnrt  oi  domiaiiga  k  pcnonne. 

The  clergy,  however,  condemned  him  in  spite, 
and  inde«d  on  at-oount,  of  ihe  defence,  a»d  ibc 
thirsty  singer,  a  pious  Cliriiilian,  Uxdc  up  ihc  |hI- 
grim'a  staff"  and  journeyed  lo  Rome.  Biil  he  could 
not  leave  his  dry  throat  and  his  fondness  for  song 
at  home.     £t«ii  by  the  way  be  thus  Mng : — 

Voicy  toua  gcni  cln  coanga 
Lmiiwl*  t'rn  lonl  an  voytga 
Jutqne  \iU  ietk  drt  monU 

Kairn  re  |)eliirln>^ 

Tons  baire  niiu*  nu  {lourrun*. 
Qua  1*  buutfllllo  on  n'oublle! 
En  rpcrullaiil  Nnrmandic. 
A  I'Dinbiii  iiOQK  i>au>  KOiron*, 
Si  la  iihuniin  noui  fnnuf* 
1*110  k  I'autra  nuu*  buiron*. 

BsuTCDi  1  d«ajs  je  ms  lu«t. 
Un  churun  a«  i-alnblUM 
Rempllrii.  par  c«  chcrmin* 
En  iliMnt:  Duiinn  iv  gntM 
A  bodre  S  en  pplerin*. 
COTOpagiioa  vide  la  ticnna, 
Atnai  ^u«  j'ai  fail  la  mienoe! 
Qualqoe  chance  nod*  vienitn. 
Mai*  (|u«  k  toil  Doua  rvpranM 
Qui  do*  flajan*  ranpltrs? 
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Le  Houx  was  an  incorrigible  sinner,  and  I 
'  cannot  imagine  how  abBolution  could  be  granted  to 
■  him.    So  much  is  certain,  thai  there  was  no  smend- 

ment  in  him,  for  on  hi*  return  home  the  old  toper 

thus  song : — 


T«tM  CM  v«r*  hib«rnn>  ne  "oolx  cUmvoimt, 
AdiortonB  que  ^\i  Ciiti  en  majenn)  illcgrMM 
yuoicjiw  jv  irvuMt)  lor«  on*  ■m*  licmreMO, 
M>»  on  hit  kaavout  nol  en  n  ponHat  Joa«r. 

Jo  iii«in*  qut  (|ii«b|uai  no*  n«  v*ul«nt  an  luar 
Ponr  •oirlt  de  pretext  tt  Iodc  gmnaaDdv  vie; 

Cu)  Ten  114  pi<r1i«rnnl.  main  biuii  itrOK'i'tie. 
Car  de  lout  uitrn  choto  on  peut  biea  abmer. 

Je  retiMUi  pourluit  ion  thftniuii*  i\ai  hlroal 
Scuidale  >ui  luapulcai.  et  qui,  nin>  lea  rcdirc 
Ud  ohueun  Ini  cMittirv  ot  b>nnlMe  <!n  Vire, 
Blumuit  ateo  Taatoar  ceiu  qui  lui  chanlerDnt. 

Mnl  men)*  j'eo  ni  honic  itm  an  repentit 

Jfl  loalilrvy  qne  jtmaii  elliM  n'miuent  prl«  vie, 

Mui  ellci  oat  dtja  onibuo  U  pauie 

Hal(r6  tnoi  on  Im  ohante  at  ma  but  la  aoafrir. 

Je  ac  UiMcraj:  pat  da  banter  ma*  ami* 
Sam  hire  (oatet  fola  cxc«  aur  le  braQvag* 
Contrp  !•'  Diiin«ai*  Ump*  Isur  ilonnant  bon  courage, 
Et  le  Kiahutaat  tcl  comoM  il  eiali  Jadla. 

J«  laj  bair*  aotaot  pour  (inir  a*t  ohaoaona, 

Lcaqucia  oe  lODt  pu  au  grd  de  tout  le  mande, 
Mall  i|Uul  ilominaiie  an  a  tout  homma  qui  en  gronJa. 
Siaaoa  haiDaataaoamal  noai  uoiu  rejaulaMu! 

Verily  the  fox  may  shed  his  coat,  but  he  cannot  lay 
■lide  hb  cunning  f 
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Since  I  Itnnir  that  even  the  innocvnt  songs  of 
BuKlin  nnd  his  Buccessor  wl^^e  persecuted  as  he> 
retkal  ill  Norninnc)}',  vuiidi^iineJ  as  heretical  b^ 
cowled  hypocrilc.t  and  burncfli  I  juin  the  more 
cordially  in  the  M.-ntiQicntof  tbchoncfttindslroighu 
forward  Ltithi.-r:— 

Wbo  la*o>  not  woman,  ttn».  miiI  MnSi 
Baciikina  ■  fool  hU  wholo  Ijle  long- 
Five  leaj^ea  from  Virc,  lictwccn  thjil  place 
Argeman,  is  Hituntcd  the  little  town  of  Flen,  in  the 
dcparlmcnt  of  itic  Ome.  Near  it  is  a  wood,  In 
which  is  a  pond,  or,  if  you  please,  a  stnall  lake. 
The  spot  ia  silent  and  »et)ueMered,  and  ihc  shade  of 
the  tall  irees  that  overhang  the  water  gives  it  an  ap- 
[K'lirancc  of  exirawrdinnry  siilcmnity.  Hence  n 
pociie  people  could  not  pass  it  by  unnoticed. 

**  Many,  many  years  ago,"  says  the  tT»ditioo, 
"  here  stood  a  convent,  founded  by  a  pious  nwui  in 
penance  for  his  sins,  and  the  inluihiianis  of  the 
whole  surrounding  country  journeyed  to  the  chapel 
of  the  monastery  lo  be  edified  by  the  sernton!  of 
the  first  monks.  Dut  the  convent  grew  rich,  and 
the  monks  departed  from  the  strict  rules  of  their 
order,  and  where  humility,  poverty,  and  chastity 
hod  once  prevnilnl,  there  imon  reigned  pride,  luxury, 
and  hcentiousnon  The  monks  seduced  the  wives 
and  daughters  of  the  peasants  of  the  environs ;  and, 
as  they  were  rich,  and  bad  abundance  of  every 
thing,  ihcy  foutul  ineaiu  to  increase  by  briliery  the 
idBucdcc  and  consct)uciicc  vthkh  ifacy  derived  from 
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tbnr  profesaioD.  The  convent  was  tranRformctl  into 
a  palace,  and,  instead  of  prayers,  nothing  wns  heard 
ill  night  long  but  the  noiticil  revels ;  and  the  songs 
■and  ihc  cbcvrs  of  tipsy  priests  and  women  unurped 
the  place  of  matins. 

"  At  length  Christmas  came.  Even  at  ihia  so. 
lecnn  festival  tlicy  pursued  their  former  courses,  and 
passed  night  nfu-r  night  in  riot  and  debauchery. 
The  clock  proclaiined  the  midnight  hour,  ant)  the 
bells,  which  had  been  accuGiomcd  at  that  time  to 
call  together  the  population  of  the  vicinity  to  mass, 
began  to  ring  of  themselves,  for  the  friar  who  offi- 
ciated as  bell-ringer  was  at  drunk  aa  the  others,  and 
had  neglected  his  duty.  Dut  the  assembled  monks 
little  dreamt  that  an  angel  was  ringing  the  bell  to 
call  ilicin  for  the  lost  time  to  pennnce.  Dut  one  of 
the  most  diswluie  of  the  monks,  when  be  heard  the 
bell,  clasping  i  haJf-nakcd  woman  with  one  hand, 
took  up  his  glass  with  the  other,  and  cried,  *  Do  ye 
hear  tlie  mass-bell,  brethren  and  sisters  ?  Christ  is 
bom ;  let  us  drink  to  bin  gtKxl  health.^  The  wliotc 
eoni|)aMy  hcurtily  joined  him ;  they  clashed  (linr 
gla«M.rK,  and  rcjicaU-d, '  Christ  >*  l)orn.  To  his  good 
health/ 

"  But  none  of  them  had  time  to  drink,  for  that 
very  moment  a  Ircmi-ndous  storm  arose ;  lightning 
struck  the  convent,  which  sunk  to  a  great  depth 
below  the  surface  of  the  ground,  and  the  peasants 
of  the  environs,  collected  by  the  sound  of  the  l>ells 
for  midnight  muss,  beheld  in  its  place  a  Inltomlcss 
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lako,  rroro  which  issued  the  peftling  of  bells  till  the 
clock  struck  one." 

-  Sucli  is  itic  frtory  lold  by  the  agid  inhabilonU  of 
the  environs  of  Flers.  "  Year  after  ycnr,"  added 
the  nan-ator,  from  whose  lips  I  have  written  down 
this  accouDt,  "the  bells  are  Mill  heard  rioRing  on 
|)k-  night  of  Chri»iniiu  Eve ;  und  it  is  only  for  thb 
one  hour,  while  the  monks  arc  ringing  the  bells, 
that  they  obtain  any  remission  tram  the  tonneots  of 
hell  tu  which  ttiey  are  doomed.*' 

Aged  pco]>lc'  n»w'rl  that  thi-y  have  bmrd  the  l>ells, 
or  that  they  knew  people  who  had  hnrd  th«m.  The 
poetry  of  the  people,  the  depravity  of  the  monks  in 
general,  an  earthquake,  were  no  doubt  itie  sourceit 
of  this  tradition,  which  onoc  had  a  moral,  and  atill 
possesses  a  poetic  value. 

The  history  of  Bvreux  contains  traits  too  in- 
siructivc  to  be  omitted.  It  was  the  birthplace  of 
tVilmond.  who  l>ccaine  a  monk  in  t)»e  convent  of 
St.  Croix  I^ufroy — the  rame  who  was  not  afmid  to 
tell  home  truths  to  William  ihe  Conqueror.  Wil- 
liam sent  fur  him  to  England;  but  Wiunond  re- 
fused the  mitre  and  the  crozier,  saying,  *'  Ttij 
uotiqum  i»  ft  nibliery,  und  I  will  huve  no  hand  in 
it.  The  blood  which  it  hiith  coU  lies  heavy  upoD 
thee,  like  that  of  the  innocent  man  upon  his  mur- 
deriT ;  and  I  will  keep  my  hands  dean  fmm  ii." 
How  rvfrenhing  it  L-t,  in  tho»e  luirburous  linm,  when 
even  churchnten  buckled  on  the  sword  that  they 
alight  share  the  spcai,  to  meet  with  a  moo  who 
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durM  call  the  conduct  of  the  mightiest  of  the 
migbij  by  it«  right  nftme  !  It  is  very  convenient  to 
bark  with  the  dc^  whea  one  is  a  dog,  or  has  been 
properly  trained. 

William,'  more  honcsi  than  those  who  bowed  to 
his  shadow,  declared,  "  The  friar  is  right !"  and  be 
was  generoiit  enough  to  forgive  his  severe  languajre, 
and  |»iiontly  wiffcr  hiin»t-lf  to  be  styled  a  robber. 
Had  Witmond  called  him  a  bastard,  he,  like  the 
garrison  thai  onee  cried  out  lo  him  *'  Pel !  Pel !" 
would  have  atooecl  for  the  dire  insult  with  hi»  hltKxl ; 
btit  the  term  robber  he  deemed  beneath  his  notice. 
He  even  purposed  to  appoint  the  bold  monk  arch- 
bishop (if  Kouen.  Rut  the  country  and  the  nobles 
scl  iheir  faces  against  the  execution  of  this  de- 
■iga:  they  knew  that  a  man  who  did  not  fear  the 
Conqueror  would  not  spare  them,  and  so  he  was 
not  elected. 

When,  St  a  Inter  period,  Normandy  was  recon- 
quered by  the  English,  the  people  of  Evreux  and 
its  environs  had  frequent  occaiion  to  express  their 
antipathy  to  their  ni'w  mai>ters.  In  1441,  in  the 
reign  of  Charles  Vll.,  Evreox  itself  wos  taken  by 
the  aid  of  two  fishermen,  who  conducted  them  in 
the  night  to  the  foot  of  ihc  walls  and  provided  ihem 
with  ihc  means  of  scaling  ihem,  A  few  years  Inter, 
in  l-klT,  i'lo<{ues,  bailly  of  Evreux,  netting  out 
from  this  ptiiee,  took  the  town  and  cattle  of  Pont  de 
TArehe.  Here  again  it  was  n  man  of  the  lower 
class  who  opened  the  way  into  the  place  to  the 
knights  ai>d  K^diers.     A  higgler  of  ihe  environs, 
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wlio,  whenci,-cr  be  went  wiUi  liis  earl  to  Rourn, 
siiippcdat  Pontdcl'Archc,  concerted  with  Floques; 
and,  early  an«  morning,  when  lie  solicited  admit- 
tance of  the  gatekeeper,  and  wat  nctiuilly  let  in  by 
thi!  laticr  who  knew  him,  heconirivecl  to  amuM  the 
mnn  till  the  French  soldiers,  who  were  near  at 
band,  arrived.  An  English  sentaitd,  on  heating 
the  nmsc,  atteiti|tleil  to  close  the  gate,  but  fell  by 
the  Bxc  of  tlic  higgler. 

Vcrtieuil,  likewise,  in  the  vicinily  of  Evreux* 
was  recovered  from  the  English  by  a  miller. 
Having  tteen  affronted  by  an  English  soldier,  he 
weitt  to  Fluques  nnd  ofTcrcd  to  put  t)ic  town  into 
hi*  hands.  He  k'd  Floques  in  the  night  to  his  mill 
on  the  town  wnll,  and  as,  after  the  town  was  token, 
tlie  l-'ngliKi)  !>.till  retained  potMsition  of  the  castle,  it 
wa,s  this  miller  who,  by  diverting  ll>c  course  of  the 
stream  which  supplied  thetn,  obliged  ihcm  to  aur- 
mider. 

In  nil  these  cases  is  displayed  the  aolive  and 
tnilep«-ndeiil  spirit  of  the  people,  which  coutd  no 
longer  brook  any  foreign  dominion,  anil  slimulotcd 
the  iKihles  to  co-operate  in  the  expulsion  of  the 
foreigners. 

On  another  occasion,  about  the  same  period,  the 
people  manifested  not  less  energy  against  its  own 
rulent.  Evreux  was  tlie  see  of  a  powerful  bishop, 
and,  as  a  spirit  of  reform  gradually  began  to  awaken, 
and  no  ttetler  means  of  c[ueHing  it  had  yet  been  de< 
vtaed  than  the  faggot  and  tlic  scaAbld,  the  iMshop  of 
Evreux,  following  the  example  of  his  Spanish  and 


4 
4 


THE  INQUISITION.  ISS 

Italian  brethren,  introduced  the  Inquisition  in  WM. 
But  its  authority  wns  of  vory  brief  duration.  The 
Norman  waa  accustomed  to  have  justice  admioifl- 
tered  in  broad  daylight,  and  the  judges  of  the 
Holy  Office,  sneaking  about  in  the  dark,  were  lo  him 
■n  abomination.  An  open  and  free  expression  of 
opinion  concerning  this  new  mode  of  legal  pro- 
eeedtng  wai>  quite  KuHieient  t»  overthrow  it.  No 
riot,  no  insurrection,  was  requisite  for  that  purpone. 
Public  opinioD  is  a  Mcdu&a's  head,  which  petrifies 
enetniea  without  touching  thein.  It  is  not  necessary 
to  resort  oontinually  to  the  ^word,  but  only  to  make 
a  frank  declaration  of  sciilimcnts.  The  Normans 
never  were  hoac  enough,  they  had  in  their  compo- 
sition too  little  of  the  stuff  of  which  slaves  or  serf* 
are  made,  not  to  make  known  their  opiniiMiH  without 
reserve.  Hence  it  was  that,  wiihntit  spilling  n  drop 
of  blood,  they  contrived,  even  under  the  absolute 
sway  of  a  Louis  XIV.,  to  cause  their  rights  to  be 
more  or  less  respected. 

Notwithalanding  the  demijieofUie  Inquisition, nay, 
periiaps  preeisely  Iwcaune  it  wns  »o  short-lived  here, 
tha  RcfonnatioD  made  but  little  progress  in  Evnnix 
itself;  and  it  was  only  once  that  the  adherents 
of  the  new  doctrine  at  Kvreux  ainctnhlpd  en  masse 
in  the  cliureUyanl  of  St.  Lrger,  and  broke  in  pieces, 
St  was  then  the  fashion  with  them,  an  image  of  the 
Virgin  and  a  few  otliers.  Coligny,  on  the  other 
hand,  besieged  ICvrcux  in  vain.  On  inquiring  into 
tile  proximate  causes  of  this  exception — for  the 
Protestants  had  the  ascendency  for  a  lime  in  all 
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Lower  Normandy — we  find  Umt  a  lushop  of  Evrvur, 
Claude  dc  Sninic,  hitd  the  policy  to  oliviate  tb« 
RerormatioQ  by  rcformfi,  and  that  HahDcinaoa'* 
theory  wsb  appltcil  (hre«  centuries  ago  to  rchjpoo 
ond  [Kiliiic*.  Tliough  the  prvlute,  like  the  doctor 
of  the  [>re^riit  day,  lulininisinxMl  hii  antidote  in 
millionth  parts,  they  suSioed  to  cure  the  d»ord«r. 
He  improved  the  breviary,  the  ritual,  and  the 
inaM-lKiitk,  n-rormed  die  clergy,  forced  Uiem  to 
lead  a  rather  more  Christian  lite,  or  at  least  to 
avnid  scandal,  and  encouraged  the  sciences  among 
them.  A$  the  inferior  clergy  almost  every  wlicn 
blpw  the  spar  of  the  Reformation  into  n  flame, 
l.ecauac  the  higher  had  doomed  them  to  inactivity 
and  jiatmive  obedience,  t>ecause  there  was  a  clerical 
arist'icrncy  nnd  ii  clcricnl  drmocrKy.  and  the  latter 
was  generally  in  rcbelhon  against  the  rurmer — tw 
elevated  it,  as  it  were,  into  the  soverago  people, 
re  constituted  a  *ort  of  republic,  suci)  as  existed 
ill  the  first  Christian  congn-jruttons,  obst^ned  from 
'  JMuing  ordinances,  and  summoned  a  synod  when- 
ever lift  wished  to  carry  any  |)oint.  It  is  certain  thai, 
if  the  higher  clergy  had  every  wlwre  acted  thus, 
Luiher  and  Calvin  would  have  been  at  this  day 
two  unknown  persona,  or  ai  least  known  in  a  very 
diRerent  nuinner  aitd  degree.  But  this  is  the  ctine 
of  stupidity  ihnt,  hiving  once  advancid  to  a  certain 
(x>int,  it  cannot  turn  hack,  and  oiu«t  necessarily  go 
forward  till  it  rune  its  head  against  a  rock.  At  any 
rate,  the  higher  clergy  of  Evrcux  afforded  proof 
of  this  in  ihnr  treatment  of  Claude  de  Suiilc  i  for 
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the  honuzopathic  rcforoMr  of  Evrcux  had  to  do- 
fend  liimadf  against  the  charge  of  being  a  jmicuot 
ofColvinisai. 

The  tnhabiianu  of  £vreux  wer«  such  stanch 
Callulio.  thai  they,  with  the  [>c«aut4  of  (lie  adja- 
cent cuitntr)',  armed  in  behalf  of  the  League,  and 
obliged  oiher  towns  of  different  sentiinenUtoadniit 
garriwos  of  iU  parltsans,  till  at  length  Marshal 
Birot)  look  Kvreux  iucll'  after  a  kliort  ti^e  fur 
Henry  IV.  The  bottle  of  Ivry,  whicli  dcvtded 
ihe  fate  of  FreiKe.  and  established  the  dynoAy 
of  Henry  IV.,  was  fought  near  Evreux,  on  the 
14th  of  March,  1591. 

Our  hom<£o|Mthic  reformer  adhered  to  the  cauw 
of  the  League,  and  flod  when  Henry's  troops  hod 
taken  poateMion  of  his  see.  He  appears  till  his 
laai  breulli  in  have  been  an  implac&bte  foe  to  this 
liighly  extolled  sovereign,  who  first  bartered  a  mass 
for  a  crown,  and  afterwards  a  crown  for  a  maasi 
for  we  see  hini  staiidin^  Ibrwurd,  in  the  warmlh  of 
bis  Chriuian  indignation,  as  a  defeiuler  of  l)>c 
king's  murder.  If  the  historian  of  Evreux,  from 
whom  I  borrow  this  fact,  was  accurately  informed, 
the  biabop*s  vindication  must  exist  in  jiooie  library 
in  London,  and  it  must  be  interesting  to  read  the 
arguments  adduced  by  the  pious  prelate  in  defence 
of  such  an  atrocity  :  but  what  is  there  that  these 
holy  personages  could  not  prove  and  haw  not 
proved !  And  if  a  bishop  could  defend  the  deed,  it 
is  by  DO  means  improbable  thai  a  Jesuit  could  per- 
petrate it.     Claude  de  Sainle  was  apprehended  at 
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Caen*  received  sratcncc  of  death  at  Rougn,  whidi 

was  comtnuted  nt  Paris  lo  imprisonment  for  life, 
and  fiufrt^n-d  this  niiiigatMl  ]iunii>hni<.-fit  at  Crrr^ 
Coeur,  iivnr  Lisieux. 

Hie  successor  was  Jacques  llsvid  dc  Perron,  the 
some  who  <;ofivertcd  Henry  IV.  Perron  was  the 
wry  man  for  this  biisinets ;  for  be  hud  himsdf 
been  a  Protestant  ond  then  turned  Catliolic.  He 
must  have  lieen  an  adept  both  in  converting  And 
perverling.  One  dny  he  proved  In  King  Hniry  III., 
by  the  most  striking  evidences  whi<.'h  can  be  ad* 
duoed,  that  there  is  a  God.  All  present  were  ediBed, 
and  L'xtiillud  the  admirable  dUcourse  of  the  bc- 
complishcd  believer.  "Sire,"  siud  ihc  Utter,  "I 
have  to  day  proved  that  thero  is  a  God  :  to-morrow, 
if  your  majesty  will  please  to  listen  to  me,  I  will 
prove  by  e{)uajty  cogent  reasons  that  there  it  tto 
God."  Against  such  a  lofi^cian  the  teruples  of  the 
gallant  and  galant  Heniy  IV'.  could  not  maintain 
their  ground.  Hence  we  are  enabled  locoroprr- 
hend  (he  meuntng  of  the  uying,  "  Paris  vaul  bim 
une  mewc,*'  which  Ihc  pious  Perron  prolmbly  took 
for  the  text  of  his  catechisation.  He  was  nomi- 
nated Bishop  ofEvreux,  after  he  had  obtained  ab- 
solution for  Henry  ut  Home. 

I  could  relate  much  more  oooceming  Evreux — 
the  burning  of  a  heretic,  and  an  astonishing  history 
of  the  nuns  ill  a  convent  near  Evreux,  who  were 
possessed  by  the  devil,  and  who,  in  their  super. 
natural  fully,  wished  to  pursue  a  T«ry  diRcnot 
juiUimc  with  the  priests  of  the  surrounding  coutttiy 
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than  tdliog  tbcir  beads,  aa  ifTair  which  trrminoted 
in  a  sentence  of  death  oa  one  of  the  priests,  the 
irapmoaa>ent  of  ibe  pnofcn,  an<)  tlw  burning  of 
the  proceedings  on  lh«  trial,  to  aroid  scandal — but 
I  think  what  I  have  said  is  enough. 

I  shall  add  but  a  few  wondt  ooncvrning  t)i«  cha- 
racter of  the  people.  A  genuine  Low-NontMa 
anecdoh?,  given  in  an  ancient  manuscript  chmnicle, 
shall  BUISce.  One  day.  a  sturdy  peasant  in  the 
environs  ot'Krreux  was  at  work  in  tltc  fields  amidit 
storm  otid  rein,  and  went  home  in  the  c-vcning 
tlioruiighly  tired  and  drenched  to  ihc  skin.  He 
was  met  at  the  houw-door  by  his  loving  wife,  who 
bad  been  at  home  all  day.  "  My  dear,"  said  she, 
"  it  haa  been  raining  to  hard  that  I  could  not  fetch 
water,  and  bo  I  have  not  ttn-n  able  to  mnkc  you 
any  soup.  As  you  arc  wet  through,  I  shall  be 
obliged  to  you  to  fetch  me  a  couple  of  buckets  of 
water  ;  you  will  not  get  any  welter,"  The  argu- 
ment was  Ktriking;  h>  the  nuin  look  the  buckets 
and  fetched  some  water  from  the  well,  which  was 
at  a  considerable  distance.  On  reaching  the  house, 
hi!  fuund  his  wife  comfortably  seated  by  the  fire; 
there,  lifting  one  bucket  utlcr  the  other,  lie  |N>iire(l 
both  over  his  kind  and  conaderatc  partner.  '*  Now, 
wife,"  said  he,  **  you  are  quite  as  wet  as  I  am,  so 
yon  may  as  well  fetch  water  for  yourself;  you  can't 
get  any  wetter."  A«  tlie  Mor)'  has  been  deemed 
humorous  enough  to  preserve,  I  have  thought  it 
remarkable  enough  to  repeat.  It  moreover  affunls 
evidence  of  the  custom  pnn-ailiiig  in  Lower  Nur- 
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tnandy,  aGonding  to  which  the  wives  of  buBband- 
men  rarely  go  out  to  work  in  the  6elds,  but  stay  at 
home  while  the  men  perform  the  out-door  labour. 
Then  again  it  conbuas  an  admirable  leseoo  for 
both  husbanda  and  wires,  and  therefore  deserves 
recording  for  their  benefit. 
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CHAPTER  XXV. 

Odgln  ol  Ihtt  Sniii*  by  St.  Pi«n«— Continunilon  of  St.  PierTs'* 
idyl  by  Charlem  Nwliar — Hiitarical  RMoll«vliaii»— Bnuty  ol 
ibe  Itlvor  M»l  tu  Bmnki — 'rjii<  DuwnwacJ  PuMga  from  Roiun 
ri'conini polled —The  Rsr— Ascnnl  ot  the  3*iii»  from  Htm  (n 
HaacD— Abbey  of  St.  G>rtaia— Caille  of  TBOCBflJlB — L« 
Piorp*  dAi.i|uit— The  Devil'*  Towor— Th"  Oitmt*  Siono— 
QoillBbcuf— Tho  PiloU— Manaerv  of  the  People  of  Quill  ebeuf— 
ReietiniciflJllebontie-Huioa  of  thoCMtIo;  hUtorjcil  EnoU 
conaecici]  with  it. 

BuHyAitniN  obSt.Piekrb  was  ■genuine  NonDin. 
He  (.-oiilil  tiut  behold  the  beauties  ofhis  native  land, 
without  coDferring  on  them  a  new  hfc.  The  hill,  the 
river,  the  tree,  were  to  hitn  oior«  than  they  appear 
to  ordinary  eyes.  His  heart  felt  what  his  vyv  saw. 
He  understood  the  language  of  Nature,  and  she 
rehiled  to  him  what  Cullows:^ 

"  The  tlaughtcr  of  Bacchus,  Seine,  a  nymph  of 
Cere&,  uccompiinied  the  goddess  ol*  fruit  to  Gaul, 
when  «hv  went  to  nil  tlic  ouuntrics  in  the  wtirld  in 
quest  of  Proserpine.  When  Ccris  had  finished  )>er 
aearch,  her  attendant  begged  that  she  would  give 
hrr  ihtue  iiK-iidows  which  you  sea  before  you,  in 
reward  for  her  ao-vice.     The  goddeu  granted  her 
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request,  and  at  t)ie  same  tjm«  bectowed  on  the 
daiighler  i)f  Bacchus  the  power  to  make  fniU  and 
corn  grow  wherever  she  trod.  She  iherffwrc  icft 
Seine  in  this  country,  and  gave  ber  for  playmat*^ 
and  altentlants  aevrrai  nympht,  and  among  oihers 
Heve,  whom,  as  Ceres  was  npprchni«ivc  le«  the 
god  of  the  sea  might  some  time  or  other  carry  oS* 
Seine,  an  the  god  of  the  nether  world  had  done  her 
daughter  I'roserjiinc,  she  charged  to  watch  and 
guard  her. 

"  One  day,  when  Seine  was  playing  upon  the 
l)ea>ch,  looking  for  shells,  and  in  sportive  glee  run* 
ning  away  from  the  waves,  which  now  wc-lted  her 
feet,  no«-  ascended  to  her  knees,  Ilevc,  her  com- 
panion, deK-ried  among  the  billows  the  white  hair, 
the  purple  face,  and  tlie  uzuro  mantle  of  Neptune. 
The  ("cui  of  the  seas  came  front  the  Orcadc^  after 
an  earthquake,  and  was  traversing  the  ocean,  to 
examine  with  his  trid«nt  whether  iu  foundations 
had  su§tsincd  any  injury.  As  soon  as  »)ie  saw  htm, 
Heve  cried  out  to  warn  Seine  of  the  danger  that 
threatened,  and  the  latter  immediately  fled  to  the 
meadows.  But  the  god  had  pen-ciTed  ttic  nymfih 
of  Ceres,  and  urged  his  sea-horses  in  pursuit  of 
her.  He  was  already  near  enouf;))  to  stretch  out 
his  arm*  to  gratp  her,  when  Seine  implored  the  aid 
of  her  father  Bacchus  and  Ceres  her  mistrraa. 
They  heard  her  prayer.  The  moment  Neptune 
laid  hold  of  ber,  the  body  of  the  nymph  dtsdolved 
to  water.  Her  reil  and  her  gr^-n  i^nnenU,  with 
which  Um  viod  vanloned,  became  emerald- tinted 
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waves.  She  wm  iransroi-nicd  inio  a  river,  which  to 
tliiit  dny  tnkcs  dcHght  in  trnvrrsing  those  dUlricts 
thit  ihp  nympli  loved  to  frequeot.  But  ihe  most 
surprisiDft  drcuninlance  of  all  i*  that  Neptune^  iD 
spite  of  tliiw  mctfttnurphosis,  Itua  not  ccak^I  to  be 
eDoniourod  of  her — jurt  as  the  river  Alphcus  is 
still  said  to  cherish  a  secret  love  Tor  the  foutitnin 
Arethii&u.  But,  though  the  god  of  thv  weji  is  Rtill 
in  love  with  Seine,  Seine  is  equally  stcdfast  in  her 
aversion  to  him.  Twice  a  day  be  pursues  her, 
snorting  and  roaring;  and  eiich  lime  Seine  seeks 
refuge  in  her  meads,  hastening  bnck,  contrary  to 
the  natural  direetion  of  rivers,  towards  her  source. 
And  slie  hos  ever  kept  her  green  wateri  separate 
from  the  aeuro  wnves  of  Neptune. 

**  Hevc  died  of  grief,  and  a  monument  of  white 
and  black  stones  was  erected  for  her  on  the  ehore. 
This  in  tile  crnggy  rock  which  to  this  day  luars  the 
name  of  Ilcve,  ond  which  has  an  echo  to  warn  the 
mariner  against  danger,  as  ages  ago  it  apprixed  the 
nymph  of  Ceres  of  the  peril  that  threatened  her. 

"  The  otlier  compnniunK  of  Seine  wen*  metamor- 
phosed, like  liersclf.  on  (lie  wvcnil  spots  where  they 
, happened  to  be  in  their  flight,  and  are  now  the 
Aulw,  the  Yoniie,  the  Marne,  the  Oisc,  the  Andille, 
and  all  ihv  other  rirers,  which  respectfully  pay  their 
tribute  to  tlwirold  mistress  Snnc. 

"  Atnphitrite,  when  she  heard  the  unwelcome 
tidings,  cauikvd  icvt-ral  gulfs  to  be  formed,  that  they 
might  serve  for  secure  harbours  against  ttte  fury  of 
her  faithless  spouse  :  and  these  arc  oosr  tJte  ports 
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which  afibrd  ud  asylum  to  navigston  from  ihi*  tta  to 
Houcp." 

A  inin<l  awake  to  the  bcdulla  of  Nature  and  a 
lively  ioiogination  arc  displayed  in  this  idyl  of  Befw 
nartlin  t\c  St.  Pkrrv"*.  Charles  Nodwr,  a  cIcTer 
writer  of  Paris,  has  attempted  to  continue  Si. 
I^rre'a  fiction  in  his  own  style. 

**  Not  Ion;;  oftervnirds,"  he  proceeds,  **  "Fnfft,  the 
beautiful  Thetis  of  Gaul,  was  jcalouR  whrn  she  saw 
that  Liofnc,  the  Celtic  VeoitSf  had  obtain^  the 
apple,  which  was  the  prize  of  beauty,  while  she 
herself  had  not  even  been  invited  to  be  a  candidate 
for  it.  She  rciolvcd  to  lie  revenged.  One  day, 
'whcn  Liofne  had  approached  lite  Seine,  and  wu 
visiting  the  meads  traversed  by  the  nymph,  Friga 
carrit>d  iiff  the  apple,  which  Seine  had  laid  upon  a 
rijck,  and  sowed  the  pijix  in  the  adjacent  country,  in 
order  to  perpetuate  her  victory.  Henoc  originated 
(he  innumerable  apple-trees  which  grow  in  this 
country,  and  perhaps  also  the  spirit  of  litigation* 
which)  it  i«  said,  perpetuates  lawsuit*  among  the 
inhubitanls.^'  The  wit  here  is  keen  enough,  hut  it 
is  not  in  keeping  with  the  simply  beautiful  idyl  of 
Dcmardin  de  St.  Pierre,  and  I  quote  it  merely  to 
sliow  the  differenoc.  I  ninnurprited  tluit  M.Nodirr 
)uu  not  taken  advantage  of  this  alIegor>'  to  intro- 
duce some  allusion  to  the  predatory  ex|N:xlitions  of 
the  ancient  Normans,  who  seem  to  have  learned 
aomeihing  of  old  Ne{>tune,  and  might,  at  any  rale, 
have  served  for  oiunterjiari*  to  the  Greek*  lieforc 
Troy.    This  would  lutvc  been  moreover  a  perfectly 
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natural   transition    to   tbc  inodcm  history  of  the 

Tti<!  history  of  the  Seine? — Why  nhoulH  not  a 
river  have  its  history,  as  wdl  a«  the  country  throuj^ 
which  it  runs;  as  the  remains  of  yon  ruined  con- 
vent, of  iliat  tle»ertal  outle,  concerning  whose 
stones  thick  tumct  arc  written:  osthut  paltry  village, 
which  has  merely  the  reputation  of  hnving  once 
been  a  town !  There  are  streams  whose  history 
would  be  more  iniitructtve  than  that  of  the  greatest 
capitals  in  the  world.  The  nyniphH  of  the  Eu. 
pbrates,  the  Tigris,  and  the  Nile,  would  relate  the 
ancient  history  of  the  world,  the  nymph  of  the  Tiber 
that  of  the  middle  ages,  and  those  of  the  Khinc  and 
Seine  itiat  of  modern  tiiiit-n. 

On  the  Seine,  the  RoniitoK,  the  Gauls,  and  the 
Saxons,  next  the  Franks  and  the  Nunuans,  and 
laady  the  English  and  the  French,  encoimcered  one 
another:  and  its  wavei  have  for  ages  been  erim. 
•oncd  whenever  the  fate  of  notions  was  decided.  It 
has  witnessed  the  dominion  of  the  sword ;  the 
fiiggots  of  the  Inquisition  threw  their  glare  upon  ita 
water*;  it  ho*  heard  the  groans  of  the  pi-ojtle  when 
oppn-Mc<l  by  the  clergy,  when  abused,  despoiled, 
trampled  upon,  by  the  noble«:  it  can  relate  the 
history  of  tlie  Duguenots,  the  Lejigue,  and  the 
Fronde;  it  beheld  the  vain  gUn-y  of  Louis  XIV., 
the  infamy  of  a  Louis  XV. ;  aiw)  tbeoutbuntuf  (Itat 
tempent  when  a  naiiuu  broke  its  cluing  and  shat- 
Wred  with  iliem  in  its  fury  tlM  «culU  of  iin  keepers. 
But  it  is  acif uainted  too  nilh  other  hiMories.     It 
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could  speak,  for  exanipW*  of  the  rich  fleets,  which 
the  entcrprininfi!  itifrchniit  lQaii«  wit))  the  fruits  of 
the  country,  and  the  products  of  ihv  toil  of  ii«  U< 
bourcK,  and  sends  fonh  to  distant  Undi.  It  could 
tell  too  of  the  sports  of  the  lads  and  lasses  on  it4 
banks,  of  tlic  lovers  wIhim)  it  luia  borne  bjr  night 
upon  iu  bosom^^stonm  whicli  would  make  us  for- 
get for  n  moment  tl>e  slcru  gravity  of  national  cvmta, 
and  transport  us  from  the  theatre  of  war  into  the 
joys  of  t^den. 

Whoever  understands  the  language  may  overbear 
all  this  any  serene  night  in  i)ic  murmur  of  the  wavM. 
But  cvpu  he  to  whom  this  language  is  a  riddle  u-iih- 
out  key,  may  guess,  al  least,  in  a  beautiful  country, 
beside  a  stream  whose  banks  exhibit  here  a  bsrc 
rock,  there  a  hill-Mde  covered  with  terncv-like  gar- 
dens, yontlcr  luxuriant  nle:»lluw^  Olid  fii-lds  of  wavinj^ 
oora,  tltul  a  God  has  there  erected  himself  a  teiuplo, 
to  furnUh  a  striking  evidence  of  his  power  in  the 
beauty  of  Nature.  If  the  imagination  of  tlie  spec^ 
lator  is  not  warmed  by  this  scene,  it  must  at  least 
awaken  fwlings  of  devotion. 

The  banks  of  (he  Sc-tne,  as  fur  us  Bouen,  frtv 
quently  present  the  most  exquisite  prospects.  Who* 
ever  travels  merely  to  gratify  the  eye  may,  even 
after  contemplating  with  unwxement  ibc  deeply  im- 
pressive bvuuti(.-s  of  the  Rtnne,  still  enjoy  a  trip  on 
tlie  Seine.  The  Seine,  it  is  true,  in  iu  Garst  and 
grandest  spots,  has  nothing  to  compare  with  the 
view  from  the  Niedcrwald,  the  Drachetifels,  Non- 
ncnwcrth  and  Itoloudaeck,  and  lastly  itie  Lurlei. 
All   these  ore   more   grave,    more   awful,    more 
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sublime,  ur,  if  you  will,  more  Gcroisn.  It  is  ouly  ul 
particular  points  on  the  banks  of  ihe  Seine  that  you 
migtit  fancy  yourxelf  on  the  Uhine.  The  liilU  are 
in  genLTal  lower,  the  river,  at  Ifosl  above  Qiiillcbcuf, 
where  it  widens  almost  to  a  wn,  narrow<rr  and  less  im- 
po»ng.  Still  tiicre  is  near  Quillebeuf  aspot,  which  is 
in  its  way  as  grand,  perhaps  grander,  than  the  banks 
of  the  ithine.  The  slrenm  here  <-\|ianiU  into  a  Mnall 
bay,  and  on  the  one  hand  you  see  Quillcbeitf,  rising 
apparently  out  of  the  water,  while  tbc  gray  ruins  of 
Tancarville  look  down  ujmn  you  from  a  densely 
wootlui  height.  Ttie  river  itself  »t  this  sjxit  i*  full 
of  sand-lxuiks,  which  shift  fruin  time  to  lime,  and 
arc  therefore  extremely  dangerous,  You  can 
scarcely  ever  pass  this  place  without  seeing  the  masts 
of  one  or  more  foundered  vessels,  rising,  like  grav^ 
stones  in  a  churchyard,  above  the  water,  and  serving 
for  a  uieincnto  mori.  The  grandeur  of  the  wholo 
scene,  and  these  itulictiions  ofdeatli  and  destruction 
on  the  water,  excite  the  same  sort  of  awe  which 
Nature  produces  in  us  when  she  allows  us  a  glimpse 
of  her  sublime  and  beautiful  mysteries. 

AiMve  ^uillebvuf  the  river  narrows,  and  tho 
uoent  to  Rouen  presents  an  ever-varying  prospect, 
in  which  is  to  be  seen  at  one  time  a  hill  of  beautiful 
form,  adorned  by  a  diureli  or  a.  chAteau  ;  at  another, 
a  naked  rock,  against  which,  in  m  stoiio^quarry,  re- 
clines tl>e  hut  ofa  labourer ;  now  a  pleasant  village; 
DOW  an  active  litdetown.and,  beyond  that,  luxuriant 
meadows  and  corn-fields.  A  trip  by  sieam-vessel , 
from  l^lavre  to  Rouen,  or  from  Rouen  to  Uavrtj,  ta 
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an  enjt^rment  thai  vari<4  with  every  bead  of  the 
river.  It  is  worth  while  lo  make  thin  little  cxcur- 
Bion,  CTCD  lliough  one  had  to  paa  duyt  atxl  even 
veeks  in  the  diligence  to  get  hither. 

Whoever  has  the  option  of  goinj;  ilown  or  up  the 
Seine  ought  h^uU  means  to  chooH-  tlio  fomiLT.  The 
whole  piiuAge  then  acquires  a  sort  of  dnmatic  in- 
terest. Immedialel)'  helow  Koucii,  the  river  winds 
among  islands  of  the  freshest  verdure.  The  whole 
country  looks  like  a  beaulirul  garden,  in  which 
every  thing,  armngcd  with  exquisite  skill  bjr  the 
almighty  gnTvlener,  is  refreshing  to  h«nrt  nnd  tnind. 
Rouen  itself,  surrounded  by  hills,  wilh  its  Gothic 
churches.its  bridges,  its  port  enlivened  by  hundreds 
of  M«  niid  river  craft,  give  to  the  introduction  to 
the  drama  which  is  awaiting  us  tlie  nco-ssor)'  gravity 
and  s  beauty  sufficiently  grand  to  enable  us  to  guess 
the  denoueineni,  and  to  put  us  in  such  a  mood  at  to 
enable  us  lo  comprehend  the  last  «<.-t  in  all  its  force. 
Presently,  l)>c  scene  changes,  qihI  wc  arc  in  a  nor- 
row  valley  bordered  by  rocks  and  hills.  A  quarry, 
B  few  cottages,  a  chapel,  which  tell  only  of  industry, 
poverty,  Olid  the  consolation  of  llic  unlmpf>y,  arc  at 
titDes  the  only  trace*  Iel\  by  iho  people  who  for  tboo- 
aanda  of  years  have  gone  up  and  down  the  river. 
A  nev  prospect  then  opens  upon  us —  a  valley,  a 
lovely,  extensive  plain,  Ixiunded  by  genlly  rising 
hills,  shows  us  ihs  ruins  ofthc  once  powerful  abbey 
of  Jumii^es,  till  the  view  again  contracts,  and  ire 
are  once  more  hastening  on  between  lonely  hitln  and 
rocks.     Below  Caudcboc  llie  river  grows  wider ;  w« 
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percdvc  more  and  more  that  vo  nre  npproacliiiig 
tlw  sea ;  and  the  traveller  here  meets  with  a  phe- 
nomenon, which  in  its  way  is  equally  griind  and 
fiurpriung.  I'hu  people  of  ihe  country  call  it  /a 
barre.  Bt.  I'icrre  has  told  as  Uiat  the  sea-f{od  still 
pursues  the  nymph  of  whom  he  is  ensmourL-d  twice 
a-day  up  the  river.  At  every  flood-tido,  when  this 
takes  pluoc,  the  sen  msh«8  upon  th«  Snne,  at  first 
•tops  its  current,  and  finally  drive*  it  bnck  Uiwards 
its  source.*  The  sea-god  ii  on  old  sinner ;  he 
knovri  that  the  &ur  will  not  lurreniler,  but  thai  ih4>y 
miut  l>c  conquered  *,  and  the  nicvtingit  of  the  god 
and  the  nymph  are  iherelbrc  real  battles,  so  awful 
and  H>  dangerous  as  to  draw  into  the  abys«  anv  ImI'I 
inhabitant  of  eartli  who  veuturcs  tu  approach  too 
near.  A  distant  roarinj;,  like  tliat  of  thunder  fore- 
icIUng  the  storm,  is  the  precursor  of  this  terribly 
tender  embrace;  and  it  seems  as  if  the  nymjib,  the 
moment  she  peteeivvs  the  advance  of  the  god,  Js 
iM!i'/.''<l  with  a  sbiidflcrinji,  for  she  brp""  to  l>c  agi- 
tated, and  tremhle§  for  fear  of  what  is  about  tu  Imp- 
pen.  The  eorutiniziog  e>-e  presently  descries  at  a 
great  diMance  the  furious  billows  appnwcliing  to 
the  Rsauult ;  roaring  nnd  rnnming,  they  nu-et  ihc 
current  of  the  Seine,  lift  it  into  the  nir,  and  even 
Uap  up  to  it,  grasp  it,  and  drag  it  tMu:lc  in  trium^Ji. 

■  II  would  iMin  that  lb*  ebb  sail  Sooil  tld«  klDKl  ODif  thv 
■mhc*  of  Ih*  il«ar.  kod  illow  lu  wkUn.  ■!  Ihu  dnplh  (if  a  lew 
fMI,  topracMd  lo  tha  tn.    Without  Uii*  nndrr-f arrant.  It  Ihs  . 
wh«J«  My  at  water  (n  tta*  fnar  wtn  Uoffvi  lor  Ux  boon,  i 
matt  a«attf««  tbs  eouutrjr  for  oiaiiy  milm  •round- 
TOL.  II.  I 
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Al  first  nothing  is  tu  be  seen  but  a  white  ttripc  of 
fuam,  wbivh,  as  it  advances,  appear*  mnrc  ami  more 
diHtincI,  and  comes  oa  with  gradually  Incressiog 
rnjmlity,  till  at  last  it  ruah»,  flying,  as  it  were,  upon 
the  ves&ei,  lirtt  it  up,  liiirln  it  down  again,  ami  has- 
tens onwuril.  This  phenomenon  urge*  the  waUr 
or  the  river  over  its  banks,  so  that  where  we  one 
moment  saw  a  luxuriant  meadow  we  behold  in  the 
next  a  wuiery  waste ;  where  it  verdsnl  i&laiKl  unilet) 
amid  ilio  Mream,  the  waves  play  with  the  lopinost 
Iwigs  of  ihp  willows,  which  loc^  tike  floating  sprays 
torn  from  the  trees.  Year  tifler  year  this  embrace,  or 
this  conflict  iK-twi'en  the  river  and  the  wa,  drtaand* 
A  number  of  viclinifi,  for  it  envelop*  the  bwlt  of  the 
loo  confident  navigator,  dashes  it  againM  the  bank, 
or  capsizes  it 

Whoever  hits  not  beheld  the  sea  in  th«  oiDDipo. 
tcncc  of  its  fury,  may  form  «omo  conception  fiT  it 
from  this  phenomenon:  for  here  it  hurls  back  in 
play  a  stream  —  its  surface  at  least,  to  the  depth  of 
six  or  eight  feet  —  to  repel  which  the  untied  wealth 
nnil  Mren^h  of  nil  the  inhabilanl*  of  France  would 
prove  inBdcciuaie. 

Such  is  the  prelude  to  the  last  act  of  the  drama, 
the  dc-ncm-m -lit  of  which  we  see  beyond  ^uillebeuH 
The  banlis  tcpiiratv  here,  ami  foini  a  bed  many 
miles  across — the  bridal  bed  of  the  nymph  and  ih« 
god,  in  which  they  daily  celebrate  their  nuptials. 
We  have  seen  the  nymph,  nnd  now  advance  to  meet 
the  Kiunt  god.  At  every  stroke  of  the  steamer'* 
paddlcM  lite  prospect  widens;  the  eye  cannot  «n)* 
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brace  the  vant  expanse  of  water,  and  witli  a  Tecling 
of  awe  wc  cry,  "  The  sea  •  the  sea  !"" 

Il  is  not  my  forte  to  paint  Iand*c»|t«  or  oilier 
scenery  in  writing,  and  1  consider  this  ns  upon  the 
whole  an  ungrateful  field  for  an  author,  and  where 
his  reBiiem  nMniu  but  n  viijjue.  undefined,  iinrf 
colourless  picture.  It  isbnd  thnt,  ^iiite  the  time  of 
Waller  Scott,  people  formally  set  about  pninling  in 
travels  and  no>'el*;  but  it  is  still  worse  when  they 
lay  OH  ihcir  lints  not  in  bold,  hrtuul  touches,  after 
the  manner  ofKubenSfbut  attempt  to  dcltnwiu*  every 
leaf  upon  the  boughs,  or  cannot  we  the  wood  for 
tlie  trees.  The  old  a<ioge.  "  Cobbler,  slick  to  ihy 
lasU^on  which -Aristotle  of  yorr  lectured,  in  atill 
applicable  at  the  present  day. 

If  a  country,  a  landwape,  has  only  a  mere  interest 
of  beauty,  it  belongs  by  right  to  the  painU-r ;  but  if 
it  liti*  also  a  scientific,  a  philosophical,  an  historical, 
■n  artistical  interest,  in  that  ease  it  is  our  property. 
I  would  give  a  great  deal  t"  Ik-  nbtc  at  limes  to  write 
in  coloum  and  contours,  and  to  paint  in  words ;  )>ut 
as,  unluckily,  I  never  could  aojuire  ihal  talent,  I 
think  with  the  ancients,  and  in  spile  of  Scoii,  I^. 
tnartine,  and  thousands  of  others,  "  Cobbler,  stick 
to  thy  Insl." 

M  y  course  led  me  to  aAn-nd  the  Seine  from  Ilavra 
to  Itouen.  Soon  after  you  have  started,  and  left 
Harfleur  on  the  one  hand  and  Honfleur  on  the 
other,  you  perceive  on  the  right  hank  a  nnudl  cliA- 
teau,  on  the  spot  where  once  stood  ihe  Benedicdne 
abbey  of  St.  Gartain.     The  history  vi'  this  abbey  is 
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unimportant.      In   the  church   was  th«  tomb   of 
llarlolte,  mother  orWilltain  the  Cooqueror,  who, 
attn  thv  ilixottKO  <>f  Robert  tlic  Mngnifk-cut,  mar- 
ried llcrluin,  count  ol'  C'ontcnlle,  the  founder  of_ 
the  abbt-^. 

0|>{x»itc  to  this  spot,  na^'i^torB  pretmd  to  ha* 
dittcovered  in  the  Seine,  when  the  water  is  ctrnr,  tticl 
remains  of  n  villiige,  about  which  lliey  relate  many 
wondertiil  stories;  but  as  I  was  iwl  in  that  (wrl  u[j 
the  country,  and  have  not  been  so  fortuiuitfi  as  to  i 
with  tliuiu:  stories,  I  cannot  coiuiitunKate  them 
the  readvr. 

Tancarnlle  soon  appears  more  distinctly  on  l 
krt,  and  Quillebeufou  the  right. 

Mei-ely  m  a  ruin  the  castle  has  an  importanc«^1 
and  it  is  worll)  the  iravclUr's  while  to  pay  it  a  visit, 
if  he  is  tarrying  in  the  ricinity.     Its  wall*  and  low- 
ers are  the  representutivea  of  ages.     But  as  I  am  no 
more  of  an  antiquary  than  n  painter,  I  confine  my 
attciilion  lo  thoKC  stones  that  have  a  history   to^J 
relate.     In  the  northern  corner  of  the  hiirbour,  bc-^^ 
fore  the  new  castle,  there  stuod  such  a  stone.     It 
was  called  la  pierre  iTacquU.     Till  the  year  ITfiO^^ 
the  6sliermnn  was  obliged  to  bring  hither  hia  (uixe^^^ 
if  it    Wfts  _/}-onc  po'maoH.     On   a  plate  of  copper, 
attached  lo  thu  Mom*  .  WM  engraved  tliis  imcnp*^^ 
lion :—  ..  ,1  ,,.     .  .^H 

*'L'csturgeoD  prisaux  eaux  do  ct^ans  appaiticoi^^ 
u  la  UL'urie  {>ar  eu  paymit  nux  pccheiirs  dnq  aoU.   ^^y 

"  I^  itursouin  doit  deux  dcniers  d'argenu     LftJH 
uiiQiDn  et  la  bimproie  seinblablemrnt  doiveni  stiMi  ^ 
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chacun  deux  denien  d'argenl,  tonics  fois  tl  quaittn 
qui]  est  p^ch^  aux  dites  caux. 

**  Ue  tout  po'iKaon  trouvd  «n  varech  (un  the  strand) 
ta  muitii'  en  o|)|)nrtient  u  la  dilc  siewriv,  ct  Tftutiv 
moitii5  aux  trouveurs  qui  I'apporlcnt  sur  ceMc  Pirrrv, 
et  pcut  on  prendre  pour  ladite  sieurie  les  dils 
poiosonscltacun  au  taux  deftjun^K  a  cvordimnex. 

"Et  bM  tidvenait  qu'aucnnfl  trouveurs  dt-s  diu 
poissons  ne  faisaicnt  les  dus  acquits  <ks  pDissons 
qulla  pourraient  avoir  pechez  on  trouvez,  sont  et 
doiveol  etre  pm  en  liirfait  et  les  ilelinquenU  tax^K 
en  amende  par  les  officitTs  des  dites  vnnx." 

The  Norman  fishermen  frequently  contrived  to 
make  a  proRt  by  these  neignonal  dues,  and  never 
fbiled  to  bring  a  rturgeon  that  wa«  worth  less  than 
five  sols,  for  which  they  almost  always  receii'eil  that 
price ;  Tor  the  6sh  was  considered  by  the  lord  as  a 
royal  one,  and  too  noble  to  be  set  upon  the  table  of 
a  aerT.  But  whether  they  brouglit  all  the  large  stur- 
frcons,  on  the  othur  hand,  is  extremely  duubtful. 
The  pierre  iTaaptit  was  dashed  in  pic>ces  by  the 
iron  foot  of  the  Itcvolution. 

The  lour  de  lion,  on  the  west  side  of  the  eiutltN 
wall, n  called  by  the  pcojile  la  tourdti  diattk.  The 
devil  had  cxpc1l<^l  the  lion,  or  we  shotdd  certainly 
haT«  had  a  story  about  the  latter  instead  of  the 
former;  and  it  was  a  shepherd  of  the  Christian 
flock  who  di!il<Mlg«d  the  tatanic  intruder  in  his  turn. 
The  tower  hud  previously  been  a  prison,  and  was 
thcreroro  well  known,  and  in  bad  repote,  through^ 
out  the  whole  oountiy.     But,  not  content  with 
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of  ihc  Seine,  and  had  il  fortified.  HU  courtkn 
even  pru[K>!ti-<)  ihal  it  .ihouli)  be  oalkit  Henri<)ueville, 
but  in  lhi:(  cjMv  nisu  liisiory  proitouncvd  ila  veto. 
The  wotVs  were  ecx>n  dcmoUdhed,  ibr  QuUlclmif 
bad  a  different  vouiliun ;  and  tiiv  very  first  glaticfi 
nt  the  iibcc-,  vritli  Hn  lighthouse  tliroM'iog  the 
whnlc  town  into  the  hnckKround,  accius  10  tndioBle 
this  vocation.  'I  he  inhabiiAaU  ofQuillehwid' wsre 
doalined  to  be  the  pilots  a(  the  ve6wU  pasMOg  up 
and  dowi)  tlw  Scirw  ;  they  were  dvUioed,  like  tbeir 
hghthousr,  to  shew  thrm  tlte  wajr  among  the 
rocks  and  sand-bankti  vtiich  every  where  threaten 
danger;  and  tliey  may  be  proud  of  their  vocattotif 
for  ytur  oAer  year,  tltcy  van  produce  an  account 
cotiiainini;  this  item  :  "  So  many  vcmcU  Mved.  asd 
so  many  men," 

So  fur  back  as  the  history  of  (Juillebeuf  extends 
there  were  always  lu  tliia  little  town  ninety-nine 
pilots,  and  ihi;'  myMic  nurabiT  in  Mill  kc|)t  u|». 
When  any  of  the  pilots  die»,  the  vocatiey  is  filled 
by  his  son,  if  he  has  one,  or  aouie  other  aafnraat 

The  trade  of  the  town  is  inngnlGcaiit  nod  limited 
to  the  wants  of  ihc  imn)L-diB(c  vicinity.  Ttw.*  {liloU 
only  have  any  intercourse  with  the  more  polished 
company  on  Ih>;ux)  the  ve»els  sailing  pafttthe  townj 
while  the  real  of  the  inliabiduits  of  Quillebeuf  live 
aloof  from  (he  cdvilind  world,  and  luive  therefore 
retained  the  manners  and  customs  of  ihcir  fore- 
fntJieri  in  greater  purity  than  ihoiie  of  other  porta 
of  the  country.  All  l)»e  QuillolK-tifer*  form,  in  a 
maimer,  but  one  family,  and  consider  tbcmaelTM 
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as  members  of  iL  The  ancu-iit  hoHpitality  lias  not 
yet  lost  its  right.  A  practice  that  '»  univorfta)  here 
again  reminds  us  of  the  northern  scttlcn  and  of  the 
G«rmati5  in  general.  Belore  a  lad  marries  ia 
Quillebeur,— we  have  nlrmdy  <ib>«rvec1  nearJy  the 
samt  thing  in  Etretat, — be  nlHiiiet  the  daniM.'!  of 
bis  choice.  These  studies  are  ol'a  truly  palnarchal 
kind,  like  Mmiiur  studies  ii)  Swabia,  in  Switzerland, 
on  the  Uhini.%  und  in  other  purtc  o\'  Germany. 
As  soon  >a  a  young  man  has  chosen  himself  a 
■wothtart,  he  obtains  all  those  rights  which  mar- 
rii^'^oiia  usually  confers  ujiDn  «  husband.  He 
visits  hix  mtstrcM  as  if  she  were  hix  wife,  and 
marries  her  as  soon  us  his  circumstances  pcnnit. 
Sctnicly  an  instance  is  known  of  a  lad  forsslting 
his  Issa :  and  were  any  ono  ut  ilo  to,  all  his  town^ 
people  would  look  upon  him  as  infamous  and  traat 
him  as  nn  outcast  '«' 

Opposite  to  Quillebeuf,  above  Tunciirvillc,  the 
view  opens  into  a  vallev  in  which  you  perceive  thc 
reaiains  of  tlie  very  ancient  town  of  Ltllebonne. 
Here  are  to  be  round  ruins  of  almost  all  the  epochs 
of  European  history.  The  Koaians,  tlie  Nurmans, 
and  the  i^rench,  have  contributed  their  sharo. 
Juliabonn  was  the  capiul  of  the  Cak-tes,  who  fijr- 
nishcd  l<),(N)0  men  for  the  insurrection  of  the 
llclgion  GauK  againBt  the  Komans,  in  the  year 
(of  Uain«)  679.  Several  lloman  roads  nvet  at  tlii* 
point — a  circumstance  denoting  the  imjiodancc  of 
the  town  at  that  fH-riixl.  The  Itoman  hi&toriaus 
of  later  times,  however,  arc  silent  uoncerning  it, 

■  5 


178 


LILLEBO^'NB. 


and  we  may  thence  infer  (liftt  to  mrljr  u  the  time 
uf  the  Honmn"  it  luu)  lost  its  foriiier  oonicquence, 
nnil  thnl  il  wa»  then,  as  it  is  now,  a  sort  of  ruin. 
Ilciimins,  two  thousand  years  old,  of  a  Roman 
iJieatre,  and  Koniiin  baihi,  oitd  tlie  Konian  utenula 
and  coins  whidi  have  been  dug  up,  afford  Uriking 
evidence  of  its  enrly  importance. 

Near  the  remains  of  tlie  Kocnan  theatre  lies 
another  ruin,  that  of  the  castle  of  the  oounls  of 
Harcourt,  in  which  WiHiam  the  Cunqueror  onoe 
mided.  Hither  came  Uohert  de  Grondmenil, 
abbot  of  Auche,  and  previou&ly  master  of  the  hone 
to  WiUiam,  who  hatl  l>een  guilty  of  some  offence^ 
i  forget  what .— ngiiinsl  his  sovvrngn,  uihI  liad  fled 
to  Romo  (o  avoid  his  resentment.  The  pope  not 
only  gave  (he  abbot  of  Auche  an  apottolie  letter, 
but  tent  with  him  two  cardinals  to  effect  a  reconci- 
liation. When  William  heard  of  his  arrival,  he 
said,  "  I  will  receive  the  Iv^tes  of  the  pope,  the 
general  father  of  nil  the  faithful,  if  they  cunie  to 
sfieuk  to  nie  about  the  chriBtian  reli^rion:  but  if  a 
monk  in  my  doniinionit  dares  uiler  on  uineenily 
word,  I  will  have  him  haneed  tgnomioinutly  on  the 
highest  oak  in  yon  fon-sl."  Such  was  the  declara- 
tion of  the  aon  of  Harloite  to  the  envoys  of  the 
|M>f)e,  at  a  time  when  a  tiennan  emperor  woa  doing 
peiiunce  bsrL-foot  at  CanoMui.  William  was  a  rcao- 
iuic  prince  :  to  such  characters  beltm)^  llie  wnrid. 
whir.h  is  sure  to  obey  when  any  one  has  il>c  spirit 
lo  say.  "  I  will  it." 

Topu'ar    tradiiioo    relates  thai  in  thia  cuile 
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Wiltitffl  assembled  his  barons,  wlivn  he  first  mtulc 
them  acquajntfd  with  liia  desi^  orconqiicriitg  Eng* 
land.  The  winds  have  since  [lassed  over  thcc«Ktl<', 
and  those  walls,  wiihin  which  the-  Tute  of  kingdoms 
was  decided,  are  now  ihc  sbode  of  the  wise  bird  of 
Minerva,  which  muses  and  smiles  on  the  vnnily  of 
petty  morials  who  boast  of  their  achievements. 

Around  the  ancient  Iloman  theatre,  around  the 
castle  of  the  mightiest  of  the  mighty,  now  stand 
some  hundreds  of  huts,  ruins  of  to-day  and  yester- 
day, over  which  the  tempest  passes,  and  whose  in- 
Mgnificance  is  their  safeguard.  That  theatre  tells 
of  the  |>(>[>ulur  festivals,  of  combats  of  wild  beasU, 
of  the  hiood  of  gladiators ;  yon  castle  speaks  of  the 
determined  spirit  and  the  pride  of  tlie  Cun()iieror, 
and  of  the  piles  of  dead  ufxtn  which  he  i-rcct<-d 
his  throne ;  and  those  huts  of  the  hard,  laborious 
life  of  the  htubandmaii,  bom  only  to  seem  to  exist, 
to  aid  the  mighty  to  make  history,  and  then  to  quit 
tl)e  stage. 
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CHAPTER  XXVI. 

CtfMbtc:  bMatiful  View:  th«  Chnnh— Spring  of  St.  Onnplm 
— Abbayc^FoounellcorSt.  Waarlnlla—LalliilUti*— Roiu 
<rf  th«  Abti«;i  of  Juui><^j:in — KiikTicftl  ETunt*  <oniit<(w)  *ilh 
lh«  Abboj— Tht  F.iierv6i  of  Jqmligot— William  Ljuic**o*4-~ 
AgiMaSarft— SapurKtiiion  nf  ih*  InhahlitnU of  Ik*  EnviroM 
— Diggliig for  UiUen  Trvwurc— UsDiiiUcy  TkIob— TlwOnaK 
Wolf— DuvUir— AmbuurTitl^ — Girgantiu't  Clwlf— CwU*  of 
Banlouvillc;  Iradition  rulstioc  tu  oac  at  lU  owuen — Cmmool 
— J*  Vacharlo— Madam*  Duborafs  and  Voltniir- — HparlUaa- 
neM  of  the  latter— CaMIe  of  Bobort  le  Diablc>— Tia.dilioii  r»- 
tpocling  bira — Wood  of  Houlnaro^EUiaMi. 

Titr:  ruin«  of  Ldllvbutinv  Iim)  (Imxrii  ow  iiita« 
i'ir%'criv,  «n<l  in  a  few  iiitniiicf^  wht-n  I  s^in  lookt^ 
around  we,  wc  had  left  tlicm  Mime  leagues  \k- 
hind,  and  were  already  beyond  Villequier — as  high 
u  which  place  old  Ocean  ascends  in  his  amonni* 
■anult — nnd  opptwiw  lu  Cuudebcc.  Veniet*  the 
marine  painter,  dMiaail  that  tic cuntKJcrcd  llic  view 
of  Cnudebcc  a*  the  flncHt  in  idl  Francr.  It  U 
indeed  very  beautiful,  though  there  may  be  finer. 
The  town  in  sealetl  ill  a  valley  formed  by  tbc 
St.  Gertrude,  a  small  stream  which  here  diachargcs 
iurif  into  the  Seine.     On  either  side  of  this  rivulet 
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riic  bilU  of  graceful  form,  clutb«cl  wiili  wood.  The 
Gothic  cliurch  hi  the  mi<)illv  of  llic  valley  towcn 
above  ihv  houws.  The  latter,  at  least  tlioso  which 
face  the  Seiac,  are  poioted  all  sorts  of  coloun, 
white,  blue,  green,  red,  and  on  tht'  quaya  are  alleys 
of  tail  Irces  and  fluwer-ganU.'n>  with  verdant  arbours. 
Il  would  nlmottt  jteem  a«  if  the  town,  having  ini> 
proved  the  chumis  which  Nature  lieniowetl  u|>on 
her.  now  takc»  a  pride  in  viewing  hvriw'lf  in  the 
mirror  of  the  Seine. 

The  people  of  Caudebec,  who  had  made  a  very 
gallaiii  retuiaace  agajnfti  the  I^ngliah,  were  the  chief 
iiMtigntorn  and  actors  iu  mi  iiijiurrection  of  (he 
peniuni«  for  the  mpuUion  of  ttioM^  tiivadvrit  after 
they  had  reconquered  Normandy,  and  many  of 
theui  paid  with  their  livc<i  for  this  temerity,  The 
Ueforniatiun  found  active  adiierents  at  Caudebec, 
which  was  soon  occupied  by  the  ProteMaiiu.  The 
revocMJun  uf  the  «xlict  of  Nantes  dL-Mroyeil  iliu  |iro- 
■pcrity  of  the  town,  because  the  grcflter  number  and 
tile  wealthiest  uf  its  inhabitants  emigrated  to  othtr 
eountries,  where  ibey  could  iror^p  God  in  their 
own  »ay. 

The  church  of  Cautlelicc  is  accounted  one  of  the 
6im;si  specimen*  of  Gtithic-Normun  arehilecturo. 
On  this  point  the  [Mrl'iality  of  the  Freodi  for 
Henry  IV.  would  be  sulBcieot  to  drive  all  ceiv 
sorious  crilKs  out  of  the  field ;  for  tl>at  king  is  re- 
ported to  have  exclaimed,  "  C*c«t  ki  la  plua  lielle 
chapelle  que  j'ai  encore  *ue  T  and  I  muiit  confew 
that  I  dare  not  contradict  tlie  upiniun.     Let  Itmt, 
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therefore,  who  wishes  to  see  whjit  Vemel  calls 
finest  wiev,  and  Httirj-  IV.  ihe  finest  chafxH  in 
Prance,  put  himftclf  on  board  a  steamer  at  Rou«n 
or  Harrt- 

Cnutlcbcc  has  now,  thanks  lo  the  intolerance  of 
iIk'  miMrvss  of  the  gwal  king,  no  inore  than  two 
thouiuind  eight  hundred  inhabitantK.  Aliout  half 
the  number  of  its  townsmen  fell,  during  (he  inftur- 
rection  of  the  peasants,  at  the  battle  of  Tanrairviile, 
to  whidi  I  shall  hereafter  advert. 

In  the  vidnity  of  Caudobee  there  is  »  spriiigt 
called  after  St.  Ontiplin-,  the  water  of  which  formerly 
produced  miraculutis  effocts.  On  a  certain  day, 
young  and  old,  male  and  female,  bathed  promiv 
cuouxly  in  a  muddy  \wo].  Each  of  those  who  bad 
any  ailment  brought  a  dry  iNuigti  and  threw  it 
down  near  the  .*]inng,  an<l  tlnix  a  tai^e  {mIc  was 
won  formwi.  In  ttic  evening  ih*-  priwt  of  a  neiglu 
Imuring  church  came  to  the  e)K>t,  pronnuivccd  hU 
blessing  over  the  patients,  set  fire  to  the  heap  of 
boughsi,  and  took  care  to  manage  matters  so  that, 
at  the  moment  when  the  HamcH  bur^t  from  the  f»le, 
a  white  dnvc  wo*  seeti  nsceiKling  clow  by.  That 
thin  was  the  floly  Ghost  not  a  creature  doubled, 
excepting  those  who  knew  whence  the  dove  came 
iind  nhiiher  it  went,  I*roviMon  was  also  made  for 
mirNculott«  ctirvs,  whenever  they  were  needed  for 
re-invigorating  the  belief  in  tlte  heahng  virtues  of 
the  spring.  Tims  wherever  superstition  ts  to  be 
fostered  among  the  people,  we  meet  with  super- 
stition at  every  step. 
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Tbe  munasiery  of  Ponteneiie.  afterwards  called 
!>t.  Wundrilie,  wiw  roiindcil  by  St.  Ouvn  in  ibe 
7ih  oetiiury.  Wandrillc  wns  its  first  oblint.  When 
we  explore  the  ruini  of  Jumiifto.  wr  stinii  be  re- 
minded of  Philibert,  who,  with  St.  Ouen  and  St. 
WsiMlrillc,  formed  an  intellectual  triumvirate, 
wliich  in  the  times  of  rude  (wwer,  under  the  Me- 
rovingian.*, sought  (o  difTuie  the  light  of  sciencv 
and  civiliinuion.  Thu*,  undi-r  its  firxt  iibboi  and 
for  iMttK  lime  afterwards,  this  iTionngti-ry  was  an 
n«yliiin  and  Khool  of  tho>M;  branches  of  knowledge 
which  humanise  the  mind  and  manners ;  and  here 
Wandrille  himself  soon  collecicd  a  library  that  was 
considerable  for  ttiv  period  in  which  lie  lived. 

In  the  first  years  of  its  existence,  this  abbey  gave 
lo  the  e]jiaoopsl  see  of  Lyoiw  two  pastors,  Ge- 
nnam  and  Ijimlwrt,  und  to  that  uf  Itouen  a  sue- 
ceiwor  to  St.  Ouen  in  ttve  person  uf  Bi!iho)>  Autbcrt. 
The  conduct  of  itiiK  prrliitc,  who,  on  the  dny  of  his 
instnllation,  dircctnl  two  tables  to  be  laid,  one  for 
his  rich  guei>iG,  the  otticr  for  the  poor,  who  sat 
down  with  the  latter  and  supplied  them  alone  with 
refneshraeut,  and  whu  opened  the  treasures  of  his 
church  to  ilie  needy,  affords  evidence  of  die  spirit 
ilien  prevailing  io  tliat  monastery. 

But  this  spirit  of  bcnrficcnoc,  of  Kteivce,  and  of 
enlightenment,  was  not  destined  to  be  of  long  du- 
ration in  this  abbey.     It  was  only  as  an  oasis  in  the 
vast  desert,  from  which  stormy  limes  soon  swept  all 
I  traces  of  cultivation. 

I  C'har^einasne  stiDve  to  rekindle  here  iJie  former 
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iti  for  ini«l(vctu«l  punuitl,  fur  he  had  ulrcsdy 
cnmprchrndoil  ihnt  Science  may  Iwcoine  a  liandmnid 
to  Power,  sncl  that  hc?r  svrord  is  often  kc«t)cr  thso 
eren  that  of  a  KoUnd,  For  b  time  the  achoola 
dourisbed  again  at  Fonti^nelle,  and  succeed i it^  ageti 
were  indebted  to  the  niunk^  of  this  convent  fcir  the 
finU  oollrction  of  the  Ciipitidorie*,  which  futuisli  ■ 
levy  to  the  plans  of  ChnrlcmsgDC. 

But  under  his  sucoossors  the  ancient  tgnoranoe, 
the  rule  of  rude  force,  again  predominated,  and 
tlienoefonvnrd  the  history  of  St.  Wandrilte  is  but 
•n  inccMnnt  «ric«  of  privntly  pn-teri-^iwi*,  hypocrisy, 
and  depravity,  opposed  only  now  mid  then  by  well- 
meant  endeavours  to  restore  ihc  originni  purii;  of 
the  convent,  but  in  geneni  without  success. 

The  last  of  the  Merovinf^ans,  Theodoric,  son  of 
Chil<Jeric,  died  here.  I'he  curKC  iiKurred  by  his 
fathers  ditcharged  iuclf  upon  hini.  The  justice  of 
history  often  decrees  that  son  and  grandson  shall 
make  atonement  for  the  sins  of  the  father. 
'  The  Muse  of  history  cannot  pass  even  the  it>. 
animate  stimc  without  inscribing  her  lennons  upon 
it.  Thus  those  ruins  of  the  church,  which  once 
mounded  with  the  blft^ipliLtnoiin  prayers  o(  an 
hypocritical  |>icty,  tlirough  whicl)  the  winds  now 
blow  without  raantanoe,  and  front  which  the  passing 
tempeM  generally  rends  a  fen  more  stones  proclaim 
that  there  reigns  a  justice  which  is  above  the  caJcu- 
latioRS  of  man.  And  within  ihoae  monastic  walls, 
when.-  men  fifrinorly  sported  with  vow*  which  ihcy 
called  tipoR  God  to  wiuen,  oud  wbrrc  now  the 
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spinning-wbee)  and  tiie  stieam<eagiDe  uc  at  work» 
is  wrilu-n  iIm;  •cnh.iux  whicli  cutide:nns  the  idlriu-ca 
thai  tlceoiR  iisrlf  called  to  direct  the  dcsiinict  of 
mm  hcTV  snd  even  hureaftcr,  and  givn  Ubour  the 
right  to  turn  it  out  of  its  poMeuinns. 

Refore  yvu  reach  Jutni^M,  the  (win  abbey  of 
Fimtcndlc,  you  puw  La  Mullcrie,  a  cUUcau  in  good 
proscrvation.  The  park  and  mait^itm  are  hiMid*um«. 
Thej  vere  tbe  projrarty  orihladamcdc  Nogii,  wlwin 
I  have  meoiioned  in  treating  of  Orcher,  st>d  who 
vra.H  hL-rt',  lu  well  lut  there,  the  bottefaclress  of  all 
■round  ber.  Sh«bu«  raised  hencira  numuineut  in 
ibe  affections  of  the  poor.  Her  Dome  will  live  ia 
the  meinory  uf  the  people,  and  her  history  will 
•ooner  or  Inter  l>c  iraii.irurnitd  into  a  Norrnan  popu> 
Inr  Imdilion. 

JumiLges,  whose  ruini,  still  proud  in  their  dostruo* 
tion,  nod  to  us  in  the  distance,  is,  as  I  have  said,  the 
twin  brotlicrof.St.  Watidrille.  tis  hiNtory.iii  regafd 
tothopursuitsandconduct  of  the  clergy,  isprcdady 
the  same:  the  names  alone  di?i.T.  St.  Ourn,  tht 
confidani  of  C'lovis  II.,  was  the  foumter,  St.  I'liilU 
btrttlhcltrft  abbot.  The  convent  was  ranch  niorc 
reaortcd  to  than  Fontenelle ;  for  the  numlier  of  the 
monks  riAe  in  trn  yean  f'lxnn  acventy  to  not  fewecj 
ihai)  eiglil  liuiidn.tl. 

At  a  later  period,  ihc  same  circumstances  occurred 
het«  as  at  Fontenelk-,  and  we  find  the  sninc  dcpra. 
ntj  arooo]>  lite  monks,  and  the  same  occasional  md 
transient  stteinpu  at  reform ;  till  at  length,  in  13S0, 
pope  Benedict  VU.  exborisd  tbcm  at  least  not  to 
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trample  in  public  upon  the  monaslic  rules  and  upon 
tlie  lawn  nf  momlily  and  hiimxnity. 

Evd)  ill  iKcidi-ntal  events  the  lustiiry  of  Jumieges 
bore  some  rcscmbUncc  to  that  of  Si.  Wandnlle. 
As  the  last  scion  of  the  Merovingian  \\w  expired 
here,  »»  tliert-  aontliLT  »ovcrei;;n  houBe  l»eejme  ex- 
tinct by  the  death  of  its  last  prince*.  Chortemagne 
exiled  Tassilo,  duke  of  Bavaria,  nnd  hi$  *oii  T)li-«)- 
dorc,  to  Jumi^ges,  and  both  here  expiated  a  »in  coin- 
miited  a  eemury  too  early  to  lead  la  an  indepcndeni 
thniiie  inHirad  of  a  convent. 

The  monks  seem  not  to  have  been  luiliiifii.'d  with 
this  honour;  for  they  afterwards  invented  another 
story,  in  which  they  attributed  to  tlieinselves  tiiuch 
the  same  pan  that  they  had  played  in  regard  to 
Toesilo  and  hi»  son.  AoconlinjT  to  this  story, 
whic  became  a  popular  tradition,  Cluvis  II.  had, 
besides  the  (hrce  sons  known  in  hisu>ry,  two  others, 
who  rebelled  nj^inst  ihcir  father,  by  whose  com- 
mand they  were  tfurvtf,  and  then  wiit  for  life  \v  ihc 
abbey  of  Jumi^ge*.  This  tale  was  recorded  in  the 
diroDides,  and  even  pcrpetiisttHl  by  m  nK^nutnent. 
The  tatter  ^ve  a  great  deal  of  (rouble  to  antiqua- 
ries, till  the  simple  remark  that  the  two  figures  re. 
presenieduiion  it  are  covered  with  mantles  decnrated 
with  lilies,  overthrew  the  untenable  *up|WMtion 
tlut  they  were  the  sonw  of  Clovts,  because  il  was  tmx 
till  much  later  that  the  lily  was  adopted  in  France 
as  the  royal  flower.  The  people,  however,  filhng 
up  the  outline,  relate  that  the  two  younj;  men,  after 
their  nerves  had  been  cut  by   cotdniaiid  of  their 
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fsther,  were  put  iato  t  boat  without  m  rodder,  wiifa 
ooe  Mteodm,  ■  jug  at  waxa,  and  a  toaf  of  brad. 
tnd  tuiiMd  adrift  on  the  Saot.  Tbe  current  «r»ft«d 
tlM.-CD,  ID  ^iic  of  the  moiwg*,  i»Undi,  and  bridgOi 
from  i'aru  to  Juinitf;r«,  off  whkb  phoc  the  tioat 
Mopped  of  ilarlf;  whereupoD  the  abbot  received 
t)ie  princrs  and  ordaiiwd  tbeo).  They  dted  at  a 
very  old  age,  afirr  duiiig  sc^'rrc  fimaDce  for  their 
sio.  Tb«  la>t  circumtiancr,  to  bv  nun,  va<>  iMrt  in 
accurdanctr  with  the  (omlmoac,  which  rcpmenta 
two  jouth*. 

Be«idi-«  TaMilo  aod  his  »oci,  and  tlinv  two  ima- 
ginary enervet,  ihe  walls  of  Juniicgcs  have  lotffptl 
other  pnaci.-s  and  kiugs.  The  people  and  their  ira- 
ditioDH  Imvc  prc*erv«l  ihv  rciucoibrance  of  two  of 
them. 

The  Nornians  had  destroyed  the  nhbcy,  and  it 
lay  in  ruins  wtwn  tlte  »ecood  duke  of  Normandy 
aMNMuIed  the  thrtMMT.  Hollo,  on  finihng  hit  authority 
e»tabrD>hed,  restored  Iranquillily.  ami  gUTL*  force  to 
the  laws.  Two  monks,  who  had  (led  froin  ilw 
Hwurds  of  the  Normans^  and  ({rown  ([ray  nbroodt 
wiiibed  to  die  in  the  huutw  witcre,  half  a  century 
iK-forc,  ihcy  had  lukcn  the  vows.  Tla-y  fouiwl  no- 
lliing  but  ruins  and  waslc  laiu)  where  llie  abbey 
once  stood,  wliile  all  around  ihe  spot  were  luxuriant 
fields.  Tliey  built  an  bcrmiuifie  amonK  ilu-  ruins, 
and  bceanii;  ihe  |MStoraof  the  iieigbbourinf;  country. 
(J»e  day,  William  Lrfjngawurd  was  huminiiE  in  the 
peninsula  of  Juiniejtes,  ami  fouiul  the  iwo  nxinks  in 
ibcir  hcruiiUi^e.     Weary  uud  thirsty,  he  osknl  ihcui 
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for  something  to  Ml  snd  drink,  and  t)H-  rccluK*  set 
before  him  bread  and  water.  AViiliani  disdsiiKd 
thi*  fare,  mtd  wbcti  the  hermits  told  hitn  iliat  thcjr 
had  nrthiiig  c\%e  to  offer,  he  rciircd  ungry  and 
mccriiig  nt  tlieir  poverty.  No  sooner  was  l»c  gont 
ttmn  a  huge  wild  boar  rushc-d  ii|K>n  him  uiid  threw 
him  down,  but  without  huning  him.  That  this  was 
a  niirncle  iti  evident;  and  Wilham  regarded  the 
Mx-ident  nil  n  punithnient  for  hi*  l>ctiaviiiur  ii*  the 
pioiis  rccluiea.  He  u-eni  bock,  begged  (Mirdon,  aod 
promised  Uiem  to  rebuild  the  monastery,  in  iiiemnry 
of  his  wot>derful  <)elivL>runc«  from  tlie  boar ;  and  lie 
kept  hi«  word. 

Anoltier  prince,  nrboac  memory  meeta  the  wan- 
derer among  theruinsof  Jumieges,  is  Charles  VII. 
of  Trance ;  but  the  attention  ]iuid  tu  him  by  the 
abbey  and  itit  histunanti  in  only  as  the  Mldhtu  of  a 
hrigliter  pliinel.  While  the  king  was  driving  the 
English  iiMt  of  Normaiuly,  Agnc«  Surel  had  ncmoi- 
]Mnted  him  hilhrr,  and  rcaidi'd  in  lite  nc-ighlMHiring 
eaatle  of  Mesnil,  where  she  died.  Her  heart  wa4 
hiiried  at  Jumi^es;  her  memory  came  lo  lie  at- 
tached to  the  walls  widiin  whirli  d»'rit  licr  lover, 
who  visited  bi-r  daily ;  and  it  is  rtin'Iy  tluit  a  Freacb> 
mnn  passes  ihe  spot  without  paying  her  his  tribute 
of  gallantry. 

It  is  wfU  known  how  Agnes  Sortl  MiniulultsI  ibc 
imbecile  prince  to  activity  by  her  low,  huw  iJtc  mada 
victory  ihe  price  of  Iter  favour.  Kngland  was  van* 
quillted  not  by  French  men,  but  by  French  women, 
and  the  names  of  llus  two  rictoriuiis  heroines  are 
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Agne*  Snrd  and  Jeanoc  d*  Arc.  The  fornicr  con* 
irivMl  la  turn  uii  (■nerva{i>d  [iHiice  ioiu  a  man,  the 
lailrr  to  mnkr  nn  army  out  of  n  dispiritvil  muUituiIe ; 
tbc  one  gave  to  the  prince  the  will  to  fight,  the  other 
imparted  to  ihe  people  the  power  to  conquer.  The 
women  of  France  have  a  right  to  he  proud  of  both ; 
and  if  iherv  vrcrc  but  then:  two  that  bucame  lu'roine* 
in  France,  they  would  be  sufficient  to  juclify  th« 
gallantry  of  llic  men  towards  the  sex.  But  the 
French  women  in  general  are  more  energetic,  more 
independent,  more  self-sufFicient,  than  tho-ne  of  any 
othtr  n^ition,  with  the  exception,  [Krhnp*,  of  Polish 
women.  A  German  woaiun  has  a  power  of  suffer- 
ing, of  endurance,  such  as  the  French  woman  does , 
not  pooaeiu  :  the  latter  is  revolted  an  »uon  a&  she  ifl 
no  longer  cii)ublf  of  enduring  what  NUfjias.tca  her] 
ttrcngth.  Hcnoc  the  new  idea  of  the  French  women 
to  claim  the  rightaof  men,  tince  the  men  have  begun 
to  diBteganl  the  rights  of  the  women,  since  ihcjr 
shift  from  their  own  shoulders,  and  impose  upon 
them,  burdens  which  they  are  themselves  called  to 
bear. 

Agnet  Sorcl  ia  a»  brif;ht  a  phciiomeituu  in  htt 
way  as  la  Pucelte  herself.  She  continued  to  be 
nothing  but  a  woman,  and  con<)ucred  the  Engliih 
with  thow  weapons  which  Nature  hud  given  her  in 
onkc  to  con(|uer.  Joan  of  Arc,  on  the  contrary,] 
borrow«d  of  the  man  sword  and  helmet,  becainaj 
inan  herself,  and  put  to  shame  all  of  tliat  sex.  In* 
(k-ed,  a  woman  muu  envy  the  former  nmre  ilian  i)i« 
luLdi  buttncn  aiuU  blu»li  when  they  ihinki  of  tlw' 
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Maid  of  Orlrans,  Joan  rrccivcd  the  crown  of 
mariyrdom,  and  Agn«&  saw  the  childrrn  whntn  tiw 
had  suckled  grow  up  ;  the  one  died  on  the  scafFold, 
the  other  in  giviiij;  life  to  nn  infuiit;  (lie  one  is 
called  "  In  bt-llc  ties  l»ellwi,"  ihc  other, "  In  Pucelle." 

The  bitint,  deeply  mnrsl  pcasitDis  of  Nonnai>dy, 
who  could  not  peep  behind  the  royal  curtains;  who 
knew  not  that  every  endeannent  gsined  by  the  king 
from  Agnes  Sorel  was  n  fresh  tpur  to  excftKni 
sgainst  the  rnennes  of  the  countr)',  recogiiitrd  iti 
her  the  miBtress  only,  not  the  heroine,  nnd  pTO- 
nounet-d  their  judgment  upon  her  accordingly. 
WheiiL'ver  ihey  saw  "  la  Wlk-  de*  lielles"  from  the 
other  hank,  they  hnilod  her  in  n:urnlou>  efntheta, 
after  the  fashion  ofihe  pLx>p1e  of  Caen,  who  shout 
to  each  other  from  one  side  ofihe  river  to  the  other. 
S'ettffuelfr  is  the  term  applied  lo  this  cusmm  at 
Caen:  the  peaMint*  of  Juinieges  called  tt_^>fcrir, 
Juiiierie.  They  were  rigid  mornlititit,  (he  old  Nor- 
mans, and  so  most  of  them  arc  still  at  the  present 
day. 

All  the»e  dilTerent  recollections  give  a  peculiar 
charm  to  a  pilBiimogt-  lo  ihe  ruins  of  Jumiiygvs. 
when  it  is  considered  thnt  as  an  archileciural  work 
thev  are  grand,  thai  they  arc  situated  in  a  beautiful 
luxuriant  country,  thnt  ihu-i  Nature,  Art,  and  His- 
tory unite  to  elevate  us,  and  to  give  a  higher  flight 
10  our  idea*. 

Kut  ihe  environs  of  Jumi^ges  present  other  mat- 
ter for  speculation  to  the  observer.  We  have  seca 
that  the  ODDvent,  on  its  first  foundation,  encouraged 
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flattering  hofios,  Utnl  it  proiniiwd  to  become  a  teinU 
nary  of  lenming  nnd  science,  tlifTusin^  srouiid  it 
cnlighiLiiuieni  and  liappineiB.  Whoever  has  any 
iDiercoiirse  with  the  hihabitwits  of  ihv  vicinity  mu»t 
oi>nr<ess  ihat  tlieM;  prcrniises  were  nut  realisi'tl ;  for 
in  all  Nommndy — and  the  clergy  were  active  every 
where  in  the  same  spirit,  and  here  found  besides  ■ 
people  endowed  with  a  lively  imaginaiioo— there  is 
scarcely  a  district  where  auch  gross  ignorance  and 
superstition  pn-vuil,  and  where  the  people  are  so 
stupid,  as  hen-ahotiis.  I  nni  quoting  ihe  word*  of 
Decham[w,  the  historian  of  JumltigM.  and  at  every 
slep  you  mwt  wiih  evidences  of  (heir  truth. 

Digf^iig  for  hidden  treasure  is  a  common  prac- 
tice here ;  and  I  heard  of  a  village — 1  forget  its 
name  — where  nut  long  «go  all  ihc  iiihal»ianl> 
laboured  every  night  for  n  whole  year  with  thin 
object  before  ihey  discovered  ilie  futility  of  their 
vfroris.  Due  incantations  always  accompany  such 
undertakings,  and  the  old  folksi  are  still  thoroughly 
persuaded  thai  the  failure  was  owing  solely  to  some 
blunder  in  the  formula,  and  that  the  treasure*  most 
assuredly  cxi>t,  for  the  late  Gertrude,  who  vas  a 
very  rr«pcotnblc  witch,  had  seen  them  in  spirit  and 
in  truth.  While  digging,  they  had  always  several 
old  donkeys  in  readiness  u>  be  laden  with  Uie  trca- 
Hure  I  for  it  is  an  undoubted  fact  that  whoever 
carries  a  prise  of  tim  kind  from  the  spot  where  it  is 
found  will  die  within  the  year;  and  of  counte  it  is 
but  ri-aMinibie  to  employ  nn  old  four-li^ed  asm  to 
perform  that  lo^  ratlter  tlutn  a  twu-li^y{ed  one. 
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The  land  belonged  to  the  conTCiit,  atxl  come* 
^uenilv  M  did  the  trui»irc«  too  by  right,  or  at 
lca»t  ha\{  of  llicm ;  the  dangvr  wb».  therefore,  in- 
TCDted  to  force  the  RDd«r  lo  apply  for  help,  and 
thus  make  him  htlmy  his  own  secret. 

When  cattle  have  the  cholic,  all  that  the  owner 
hot  to  do  is  to  go  before  sunnKC,  on  St.  John'a  day, 
barefoot  nnd  without  brinf;  K>cn.  and  pull  up  Im^^^ 
hamlfule  of  corn-hslniB  in  a  Deighbour'N  field,  la^f 
twist  these  into  a  sort  of  rope,  which  he  ruirt 
wind  round  the  Itody  of  the  ailing  cow  or  otbet 
animal,  at  the  same  time  repeating  tlie  lirM  wtne* 
of  St.  Jnhn'it  go9|Kl :— "  Ii>  ttie  I>epnniiig  wait  llw 
word,  and  the  word  was  with  God,"  Stc.  The  cow 
cuts  a  caper,  and  ia  aa  hearty  as  a  fiih  in  water, 
that  ii,  to  say,  when  it  is  not  ill.  ^H 

When  a  person  is  drowned,  and  his  body  is  iiot^^ 
feund  at  once,  you  need  only  get  a  taper  concecrated, 
set  it  up  on  a  hoard,  light  it,  and  turn  board  sod 
taper  adrift  on  the  water.  You  may  Ik-  very  •ura  ^ 
that  the  liglit  will  float  to  tbir  spot  where  the  bodj^H 
hes,  no  matter  whether  it  be  np  or  down  the  TiverT^^ 
and  stand  still  over  it. 

The  whole  country  abtninds  of  course  in  idta 
and  miracles.  One  of  the  most  rtriking  of  these  n 
said  to  have  taken  place  on  occamoii  of  the  deccaw 
of  the  second  nbbot.  Alcadre.  Feeling  that  his  dis. 
solution  was  at  hand,  he  became  uneai>y,  not  nlmut 
his  own  death,  but  on  account  of  the  nine  hundred 
monltfl  whom  lie  i>H(>tild  leave  liehiml.  He  was 
afraid  Ini  the  great  number  of  the  mo<i)ka  wou 
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excpcdinglv  nnbtmim  his  ntcoeMor,  and  therefora 
praycc)  tn  the  f^rd  that  he  migfat  live  s  little  longer. 
But  in  the  night  he  hud  a  Ttffloo.  The  angel  Gsbriel, 
or  Michitcl,  cnm«  to  him  and  said  that  he  was  right, 
and  tlitt  the  Lord  would  proride  for  lh«  fuiura 
tnnquilliiy  of  the  convt-nt.  And  the  ange)  went 
through  the  donniion-  of  tlw  tnonkfc,  and  niaried 
four  hundred  and  sixij-  of  the  moGt  piou»  of  thvni 
with  a  palm-branch,  and  then  went  back  to  the 
abbot  and  said  to  hint :  — "  Be  eas^r ;  all  that  I  have 
mnrkrd  the  Lord  hath  fnund  worthy  lo  appear 
before  him,  and  t)>ey  shall  stand  in  hit  pn-acnccm 
the  third  night  from  thia."  The  abbot  rote  com- 
forted in  Rpiril,  aitd  informal  them  how  short  a  time 
they  hitd  lo  live.  All  of  them  prvpun-d  thcmiicltrra 
for  dcatli ;  and  in  the  third  night,  when  thty  wera 
saying  Amen  to  the  midnight  prayer,  the  fpnis  of 
the  happy  band  were  summoned  away. 

That  an  angel,  the  destroying  angt-l  of  the 
plague,  wii«  the  agent  in  this  affair,  is  pretty  «irident. 
Now  tlie  plague  is  a  Bcotirgc  of  God  ;  tbe  m<>nk« 
might  not  like  the  people  to  believe  thai  the  l.ord 
ai  timet  M.-ourge<l  tlie  shepherdo  aa  well  aa  tbe  flock, 
and  hence  the  origin  of  ihin  miracle. 

Another  nf  ih4-«e  wonder*  likewise  points  very 
plainly  to  its  source.  Not  far  from  the  convent  of 
monks  was  a  nunner}'  founded  by  St.  Philibert. 
Whether  (he  saint  showed  common  poideitcc  in 
placing  the  cella  of  the  nuns  so  near  to  tboM-  of 
the  ntonks  is  a  (im-st'ion.  At  any  rate,  when  the 
nini,  after  he  hail  tncufred  the  displeasure  of  hia 
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duly  friofld  St.  Oucn,  wat  throirn  intn  primn  and 
Hl'irrwnnls  iinnifilirH,  St.  Auslrclx-nhc,  the  holy  ab- 
bess of  I'ouilly,  was  likewise  exiled  from  her  convent. 
Among  other  Chrintian  duties,  the  abbcn  and  her 
mint  hatl  undertaken  lo  wn*h  the  garmetHn  of  the 
monk«.  A  foilhful  donkey  was  accustomed  to  carry 
them  from  the  onnvent  to  the  minnefy.  One  day, 
a  ravenous  wolf  fell  upn»  tlie  poor  bmst,  aiid  lore 
him  in  pieces  without  mercy.  When  (he  linly 
abUcss  heard  this,  she  was  very  anf^ry,  and  by  her 
prayers  she  forced  the  wolf  tu  perform  the  same 
cifltce  that  hin  victim  had  done.  She  tondi-d  him 
with  the  f^armi-fita  of  the  holy  broiltcrlMiKl,  and, 
(ill  be  died  of  ol<l  a;^,  the  wolf  was  as  steady  and 
regular  in  his  new  duty  as  ever  his  modest  prede- 
ceiisor  had  been. 

In  honour  of  this  miracle  «  chapel  was  buill. 
Time  nnd  circumstances  pulled  it  down.  A  cross, 
"lacroix  it  I'anc,"  was  iben  erected  on  the  spot, 
and  I  know  not  whether  this  has  been  spared  by 
Ok  hand  of  Time.  But  «  )Hipular  custom,  origin. 
ating  according  to  hixlorinns  in  this  alleged  miracle, 
and  into  which  somethmg  of  it  at  least  has  been 
transfused,  still  subsistB,  and  would  be  worth  notice 
even  though  it  did  not  reniind  uk  of  ihiK  story. 

There  are  pumerouit  frmernities  within  ilie  juris, 
diction  of  the  abbey.  One  of  these  has  cboam 
St.  John  Baptist  for  its  patron  and  bears  his  name. 
The  new  president  elected  snnuajly  is  colled  '*  le 
loup  vert ; '"  and  it  would  appear  that  Iw  dmvea 
tbU  appellatioti  from  the  above  miracle.     On  the 
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S3d  of  June,  the  eve  of  the  fnst  of  Si.  John,  thi- 
new  gmrn  voif  is  insuUed  in  hia  office,  nod  no  em* 
(wror  can  Imut  (hat  hi*  comiiatton  m  )X'rf<irnwd 
with  greater  solemnity. 

The  whole  brotherhood  ussembles  for  this  pur- 
pose St  the  house  of  the  old  green  wulf,  and  thenoe 
goes  in  proc(Mnon  to  church,  preceded  by  cron 
■nd  Bafft,  and  each  member  wearing  a  cap  in  which 
u  fwtened  an  image  of  St.  John,  But  the  greea 
wolf  )■  covered  with  a  green  toga  reaching  to  hu 
heels,  and  haa  on  hiit  head  a  high  green  cap  without 
brim  and  adorneil  with  ribbons.  At  the  hcsd  of 
the  piToorssion  a  boy  id  b  oope  carrie*  two  hclU, 
which  he  ringH  without  intermission,  and  the  tink- 
ling of  which  ift  only  iiiterrupti-d  from  lime  to  time 
by  the  firing  of  the  Invthren.  In  thia  manner  they 
direct  their  course  to  the  church,  singing  the  hymn 
of  St.  John.  Near  the  ruins  of  the  abbey  the  pro- 
cewion  ii  met  hy  the  priest  of  the  place  in  full 
psnphcrniilia,  aocompanict)  by  his  curates,  the 
tcxton,  and  the  singing  boys.  A  general  snluie  is 
fired  in  honour  of  this  meeting.  The  party  enters 
the  churcii,  wbcra  tlie  prie«t  sings  ires|iiTs.  On 
leaving  the  church  the  wlmle  prtMress'ion  refuiirs  in 
•olcron  order  to  the  Ikiiiw  of  the  old  green  wolf, 
where  a  repast,  which  must  not  oonnst  oifaDV  thing 
but  fish  and  pastry,  awaits  the  brethren.  After 
nipper,  a  large  bonfire  is  lighted  before  the  house 
of  the  old  woif;  the  Uds  and  liukMrt,  all  in  their 
best  clothes,  the  latter  dcennicd  with  ribbons, 
dsDoe  around  il,  tiil  the  brotherhood,  drawn  up  as 
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before,  and   pn.'cedcd   by  cross,  flaf;,   and    bcHt, 

march  in   prooessioD   about  the  6re,  singing   an 

edirt'ing   hymn.      \V)wn   this  is  finbhed,  all  th« 

bn-thrcn,  with  ihv  ol<)  grvcn  wolf  at  thdr  hcadi 

begin  to  dance  round  the  fire. 

The   new   gi'^cn  wolf,  provided  irtth  a  wiliow 

Dviicl),  lay*  it  about  Uie  brethren,  wlio,  liand  in 

hand,  forming  a  long  chain,  again  headed  by  th« 

old  wolf,  run  after  the  new  one,  whom  they  must 

aurround  and  entcli  three   tiines  bcf«f«  he  really 

beconK-s  the  green  wolf.     At  the  third  lime,  ihey 

hoist  him  on  their   ahouldeni,  run  with  him  to 

the  fire,  and  make  beUere  to  throw  him  into  it  by 

way  of  putting  his  courage  to  the  last  test.     One 

of  the  persons  present  then  strikes  up  tJie  following 

wng:— 

Volci  la  St.  JoM, 

Lltvurvuae  jonrnia 

Qua  DOa  unoanuK 

Voiit  i  I'UMinbl^. 

Unrdioa*  Joll  «cear. 

L«  lun«  Mt  Iwif*. 

Qa«  not  uDoarrax 
Vonl  i  I'MWWui 
he  mitsD  y  ten, 
J 'on  »al*  M*iir<^. 
MarcliaDi  joti  cnnli'. 
La  lono  Ml  tlatteu 

L*  mien  y  ten, 
J 'on  *uli  uiDrt*. 
II  m'a  ippaftfo 
Cuintura  doti*. 
Mi.rchon>  joli  cnar, 
I.*  luoe  Mt  Iev6«. 
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II  n*«  tpportM 
Contorc  Jut^t; 
J«  roitdnli,  in«  Ui\, 
Qn'dle  fut  brul^. 
Muchon*.  Joli  c«eur, 
L*  iDoe  Mt  \B%im. 

io  tnodnl*.  nt  Idl 
Qv'tf  •  fitl  t>raM(. 
Bt  no)  dtu  moa  lit 
A  IK  Id  I  toncb^v. 
Harcbon*  }oll  eonir 
La  lun*  (•{  I«<i4«. 

Bt  moi  ilkha  mon  Ut 
AvM  lui  coucb^v. 
Da  ruMndn;  iei 
J'«n  •oil  (nnajTM. 
Marchont  joli  «nir 
La  luno  Ml  Utm. 

I  subjoin  ihe  tuoo  of  this  soog : — 


V  Vol 


^ 


■^=i^P=¥ 


J?=t 


rN^ 


i 


Vol-d 


1ft     Sta       Jeiao,  LtivmcQ  .   tt  Jour  -  ne*-. 


33 


i 


QuiF    u'v     ft  •  inou  -  rmi,   Vocit   4         V»t  *  f«io  >  bt^. 


fin  ;M;  g'l^^i 

V  MftrnhaDa     ki  -  11     o^r.   La   Innii      4«r     li<    ■    twi. 


Maiphana    }o  -  II     oaui,   L*  lana      nt    If    ■    •*«■ 

This  wng,  which  ia  wng  to  the  nccofniunimeni 
of  a  violin,  is  pobabljr  u  uictcnt  u  the  fntival 
iiwlf,  and  u  there  is  not  the  remuUM  alluMun  in  it 
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to  St.  John,  it  would  almost  appear  tliat  this  taint 
is  a  later  addition,  and  that  th«  festival  had  formerly 
a  different  drift. 

After  all  itiG  ocrnnunin  Hrtc  bcvn  duly  per- 
formed, the  new  wolf  receives  the  insignia  of  his 
dignity,  the  two  belts,  and  then  marches  at  the 
head  of  the  fraternity  lo  hU  huuae,  where  another 
supper,  likewise  of  matf^re  dixlu-s  only,  is  prirpared 
and  served  up,  Till  midnight  the  strictest  ciitjuette 
is  observed  at  the  supper^table,  al  which  the  brethmi 
alone  are  nllawMl  to  tit,  «c-|Nirale  ubies  lieing  laid 
for  relatives  and  friends. 

The  green  wolf  is  a  severe  censoroflhc  brethren, 
end  oMi^'H  every  one  who  dm{>»  an  indecent  word, 
or  omits  to  use  the  ilirsignations  and  expressions  pre- 
scribed by  their  rules,  to  pay  a  penalty.  The  roo* 
ment  the  clock  strikes  twelve,  all  of  them  take  oB* 
llivir  caps,  uj]d  the  festival  concludes  with  the 
singing  of  Ut  qurant,  &c.  All  restraint  is  thrown 
off,  tlie  utmost  freedom  of  speech  and  song  sucev^a, 
and  young  and  old  dance  all  night  long  Ix-forr  the 
door  of  the  green  wolf  to  the  tune  of  u  lUldle. 

Next  day  a  new  festival  is  held.  A  Urge  toaf| 
in  the  shape  of  a  pyramid,  is  carried  by  the  hrethrtn 
in  proce&siun  to  the  church,  and  lliere  crtn'^vraied. 
Dinner,  HUp]M-r,  dancing,  and  singing,  on-upy  the 
day,  and  the  feasting  lasts  sereral  days,  aconrtltng 
as  the  green  wolf  is  richer  or  i>i«orer. 

In  thcKC  ceremonies  luiganinn  and  Christianity 
Ar«  mixed  up  in  nearly  equal  proportions,  and  this 
is  no  doubt  one  of  tboae  festivals  which  the  first 
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priests  o{  ihfl  latter  re-bBp(ized,  and  which,  though 
they  might  deprive  ihem  of  their  old  names,  they 
could  noi  dives*,  of  their  ancient  usages  aod  pecu- 
liarities. 

But  enough  concerning  the  convent  I  The  vet- 
nl  speeds  onward.  No  sooner  have  we  lost  sight  of 
the  abbey  than  we  pass  MeNnil,  where  "ihc  fairest 
of  thv  fuir"  once  re«id«d.  Before  us,  on  the  right 
bank,  \t  scntii)  Duclair.  White  chalk  rockx,  co- 
vering the  rear  of  the  viltagr,  give  a  pccitlinr  eflcct 
to  the  scene.  It  is  asserted  that  one  of  the  ra- 
tebnc  of  a  giam  wait  formerly  found  in  the  environs 
of  Duclair;  whnt  truth  there  i*  in  ihi*  statement 
let  anatomists  decide.  But  that  giunts  dwell  of  old 
in  these  parts  cannot  be  doubled  by  hini  who  n^ 
gards  popular  tradition  as  indisputable  authority. 
At  any  rate,  the  imagination  of  the  people  has  given 
birth  to  such  monsters;  and  if  foith  can  remove 
mountains,  how  much  easier  must  it  be  for  it  to 
create  giants  !  Opposite  to  Duclair,  near  Araluur- 
ville,  iti  a  hill,  which  goea  in  the  tiurruuttdinj;  aHinlry 
by  no  other  name  than  Gargantua's  Chair.  The 
name  is  nil  that  I  have  tuul  the  gwMl  fortune  to  meet 
with,  but  I  am  certain  ihut,  if  any  one  born  under  a 
someithat  luckier  sUr  than  myself  would  take  the 
trouble-,  he  might  trace  out  the  tradition  cukceming 
this  giant's  seat 

We  soon  pass  Bardouville,  situated  at  the  foot  of 
A  hill  whose  summit  is  cruwaed  by  an  ancient  castle. 
Many  years  ago,  so  says  popular  tradition,  iheiv 
dwelt  ID  this  cttslle  a  knight,  whoac  lady  was  forced 
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by  her  fanuly  tngirc  him  her  hand,  though  &be  bad 
bcatMWLil  her  hrurt  ufiou  another.  The  Utter,  r^ 
•olviii^  to  bury  his  sorrows  uitliin  ihv  wolU  of  a 
convent,  assumed  the  cowl  in  (he  abbey  of  Si. 
George,  od  the  other  aide  of  ihe  Seine,  of  which  be 
SUCH  becunie  abbot.  He  had  etwsen  thiit  liouae 
Uiat  he  might  nt  least  be  near  the  obji-ct  of  his 
passion  and  breathe  the  luinie  air  with  her.  Here 
a  (iemmn  itentiinentalist  would  have  wglked  away 
the  rest  uf  hi«  tire,  but  that  air  and  ittal  proximity 
soon  (ct  the  combustible  Frenchnmn  oo  fire.  Ad 
oocidcDial  interview  witli  ilie  lady  served  to  incnne 
the  fliinie,  Thenwforwurd  la*  (want  acroM  the 
Beinc  every  nighl,  and  forgot  in  the  amis  uf  hia 
mistreM  that  he  wa.*  a  munk,  and  tliat  ahe  was  the 
wife  of  unoibcr;  till  at  length  the  knij^ht  aurpriaed 
them,  slew  tlie  abbot,  and  $hut  up  his  wife  in  tbc 
dungeon  of  his  coatle.  Down  to  the  Hevolutioa,  the 
monki  of  Sl  Geoi^  prayed  for  the  soul  of  this 
abbot,  who  had  died  without  absolution. 

Near  Caumont,  on  the  left  bank  of  the  river,  are 
anumberuf  atone^uarries,a  visit  to  which  mig^tbr 
intereiting  to  tlw  geologist.  At  the  foot  of  the  hill 
is  a  little  villa,  called  La  Vachcrie,  occupied  in  Vol- 
taire's time  by  Madame  Uubocage,  the  nnger, 
wltuoi  the  poet  called  the  tenth  muae.  Grimm, 
however,  relates  an  anecdote  which  is  highly  cha- 
racteristic both  of  hiroteif,  of  Voltaire,  and  of  tlie 
lady,  *'  I  was  present  at  that  entertainment,"'  rbjs 
Grimm,  "and  I  can  relate  pariiculars  concerning 
it  which  tlic  bcroior  herself  was  never  acquainted 
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with.  Voltaire  was  cudgelling  his  ttraiDs  all  day  lo 
compose  a  quatrain  for  licr,  hut  lo  ou  puqioiw.  The 
god  of  Verse,  foreseeing  the  u*e  which  lie  intended  lo 
makv  of  it,  kept  aloof  fruni  him.  Supper-time 
arrived,  but  no  wrws.  The  bard  of  Hciiry  IV„ 
in  his  despair,  called  for  a  laurel  bough,  of  which 
he  formed  a  wreath,  and  put  it  on  the  hea<)  of  ia 
paurrc  colombinc.  vn  lui  fiii»ani  de«  conu»  de 
]'autre  main  et  tirnnt  sn  langued'une  nunc,  in  sight 
of  twenty  persons  who  were  at  table ;  while  I,  who 
believe  r(^ligiouKly  in  hiMpiialtiy,  and  who  naintiun 
it  to  be  of  divine  iiiBtiluiion,  was  sorely  grieved  to 
K«  it  violated  by  the  first  pocl  of  France  towanls  ■ 
good  woman,  qui  prenait  toutes  ces  pctnialonadcs  au 
pied  de  la  U-ttre." 

Hod  Grimm  left  poslvrity  nothing  but  this  anec- 
dote, he  would  have  done  enough  to  characlerise 
VoJIsirc  to  ail  eternity.  Frivolity  could  not  be 
carried  to  a  greater  length  than  in  this  insuutce. 

Voltaire  wan  one  of  the  grtatust,  one  of  the 
miglitietl,  geniuses  that  ever  existed.  He  was  more 
than  a  genius,  he  was  a  character.  His  blows  wert 
(hose  of  a  club,  which  crushed  what  it  fell  upon ;  hi* 
thnisla  those  of  a  daggi;r,  which  pierced  the  hcarU 
But  Voltaire  was  heartleu  to  a  degree  that  even  a 
Frenchman  rarely  is,  and  the  circumstance  related 
by  Grimm  i*  well  worthy  of  the  sittgcr  of  Ijt 
Puocllc.  He  aimed  at  denimyinff  Christianity,  or 
rather  the  religion  that  hii£  sprung  up  out  uf  the 
doctrine  of  Chriii,  and  be  did  dcMroy  it  in  France ; 
but  he.  like  to  many  otiiers,  wa«  the  bear  in  the 
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fab\9  to  which  I  have  ftlr«a(ly  odircrtcd.  He  de* 
fltruyed  in  France  not  onl^  the  Christian  rdtgioo, 
bill  sll  faitti  and  every  thing  great  that  i»  connected 
with  Taith.  He  cancguercd  mind ;  and  interest,  ibe 
groBBCBt  sclfi>hnL-»s,  have  tinoc  bc«ti  ihv  rulinf;  prin- 
ciple of  llic  nia&s  of  his  countrynKn.  The  hcut- 
iewntn  with  wlitch  he  attacked  nluil  w-ai  most 
ncrad,  and  mode  n  Mrumpi-t  of  ihc  Pucelle,  and  a 
condidism  of  feeling,  have  been  transfused  into  the 
bluud  of  the  higher  Micieiy  in  France;  and,  whenevM- 
that  which  is  lufiy,  and  noble,  asvi  lubhinc  is 
spoken  of  in  such  society,  it  is,  with  very  rare  cx- 
ceptioua,  with  a  lying  preieniiion  tu  feeling,  which 
pains  are  scarcely  Liken  tu  cloak  It  is  nidy  from 
that  (M>rtion  of  sock-ty  to  which  these  doctiinet  have 
not  penetrated  that  any  hope  of  a  belter  futurity 
can  Ite  enirrtain(.-d. 

Behind  La  Bouille  is  the  castle  of  Robert  le 
Diahle.  Few  popular  stories  have  made  the  tour 
of  the  world  liki.-  his,  aitd  of  laiv  y<-aR>  Mayerbeer 
has  thouglit  it  worth  whilv  to  rake  it  up  again  out 
of  the  dust  of  ancient  romanoee,  dramas,  and  chr<v 
nicies,  and  to  wnd  it  fonh  afr«ih  upon  its  travels. 

The  Hiory  is  remarkable  in  a  Ittcrury  point  of 
view,  for  it  furnished  occuion  for  the  poets  of 
various  epochs,  and  of  almost  all  civilised  countriea, 
to  exercise  their  skdl  upon  it.  France,  England, 
Italy,  and  Spain  have  their  rumances  on  the  ad- 
ventures of  a  kniglit  whom  history  lus  overlooked. 

In  a  manuscript  of  ihe  middle  of  the  14th  cen- 
tury, cntided  **  Miracles  de  la  Notre  Uame,"  be- 
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iomjng  to  th«  Biblioth^ue  tlu  Rm  at  Puis,  there 
U  UDong  other  things  a  drama  on  the  miracle  of  thr 
Vif]ghi  Mary  hy  whivti  Robert  le  Diable  was  con- 
verted. This  (IraDia,  winch  wiu  published  by 
Frcrc  of  Roucd  in  1836.  shows  in  its  plan  and  con- 
duct that  considerable  progress  had  been  mode  in 
the  14th  century  lowKrds  the  restoration  of  poetryi 
th«t  poets  had  acquired  «  certain  boldneu  in 
handling  their  materials,  and  that  ihcy  had  alrvady 
begun  to  discriminate  characiers  more  distinctly.  If 
there  was  subAetjtieatly  an  epoch  in  which,  though 
ihe  language  was  more  polished,  nothing  was  pro* 
duccd  at  all  equal  to  the  Miraclt-s  und  the  likt-,  the 
cause  will  be  found  in  tlic  arrogance  of  an  unbridU-J 
aristocracy,  in  the  depravity  and  prctcnuons  of  the 
clergy,  and  in  the  struggles  to  which  these  gave  rise 
—in  short,  in  the  calamitieti  of  a  period  of  trauiitiuii, 
which  is  always  poor  in  the  creations  of  poetry  and 
an.  It  was  not  till  boili  these  bodies  were  confined 
within  their  limits,  not  till  a  new  era  tx-gan  tn  fonn 
itself,  that  people  could  think  again  of  those  pursuits. 

Besides  thia  dramatised  story,  there  is  another  r«>- 
numce  concinning  Robert  le  Diable.  likewise  of  the 
l+th  century,  and  in  verse,  with  the  title  of  "Le 
I>it  de  Robert  le  Diable."  There  is  a  third  docu- 
ment on  the  same  subject  in  the  *'  Histoirv  de  Nor< 
mandie,  conivnant  les  faits  ct  gestea  des  Dues  et 
prinocs  du  dil  puyn,  depuU  Aubert  pivmier  due  et 
gouverocur  d'celuy."     Rouen,  155^ 

The  stories  of  Robert  le  Dinblv  have  obtained 
ctirrciKy  antung  the  people  of  Noimandy,  ur  rather 
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orifTiiiiitMl  ill  ihrir  tnulilions.  The  people  tud  bc«a 
obligcxi  to  endure  the  cruelucs  and  capricvs  of  a 
itoberi,  iWy  hud  felt  the  keenneas  uf  hi*  Rword,  sod 
they  ciillcd  him  the  Devil.  Thc»c  truditiutiK  utitl 
live  tatwag  the  prapk  of  Nomiandy  ;  but  tbe 
people  if  n  more  scTcre,  a  more  just  judge  than  all 
tbe  poets  by  whum  they  have  been  aung.  It  knew 
only  hit  niiMlceds,  and  pmiioutici-H  wntenn'  upon 
him,  mid  snys :  Let  him  be  daainHl,  damned  to  all 
eternity .'  And  who  can  doubt  that  he  is,  when  the 
aged  jx-upli- in  iheenvironitof  tliecasileiellof  agray 
wolf  that  no  marksman  can  hit,  that  neither  mareoor 
pilfall  can  catch,  and  that  appears  at  times  anwng 
the  ruinii,  with  the  honliog  voice  of  a  uolf,  but 
in  human  languogi.-,  bemoaning  hw  tin*,  while  tt*< 
dcschbable  horror  i^ics  all  who  arc  near  enough 
to  hear  the  appalling  tones.  Others  relalc  that 
Robert  Bumelimes  visits  his  casUe  in  a  shroud,  and 
di&t  he  it  greeted  in  tlie  vaults  with  iIh-  lameiiUliom 
and  eomplRinis  of  his  victims,  that  the  graves  of  his 
mistreues  open,  and  their  dead  bodies  ^tow  tliar 
bleeding  wounds  to  the  murderer.  Indiridual 
herdsmen  intist  that  they  have  seen  him  in  the 
valley  at  the  churchyard,  imploring  mercy  of  the 
cotpaet  of  his  viclims,  who  always  drive  him  away 
with  frenh  nulediclions. 

So  far  tradition — now  fur  history.  Ilistoriana 
ha*e  teriouBly  dispuletl  to  which  of  the  difTersnt 
Robert*  of  Norroandy  the  surname  of  the  Denl 
belong*.  The  npiiellation  is  getKrally  altribuinl  to 
Uie  father  of  ilte  Coiiijucror,  though  he  is  most  con- 
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maiAy  oillcd  U  moffnijufuc,  nnd  was,  wv  nrc  told, 
betiiu  ei  doux  towards  his  rrieodH.*  Oihers,  and  in 
particular  (he  editor  of  the  almre  mentioned  miriKl^ 
play,  claim  the  title  of  the  Pevit  for  the  ton  uf  the 
Ciinqurrnr.  Nu  doubt  that  among  the  diikn  there 
were  more  than  one  who  deaerTcd  the  title ;  but  the 
Boben  of  the  popular  tradition  was  in  all  profaa^ 
bili^  a  koight,  whose  name  HlHiory  hiu  eraaed  fmni 
her  book  a*  a  puiiuhmanl  for  bis  misdeeds  and 
who  euiitinucs  to  live  in  poetry  alone,  in  order  to 
srn-c  for  a^n  aa  a  lesson  and  a  naraing. 

Ou  the  Tight  bank  of  the  nvt-r  i»  Miuated  the  wood 
of  Roumare,  the  scene  of  the  popular  otory  of  the 
bncelct,  which  wns  left  hanging  upon  a  tree  un- 
touched for  several  jrcars,  bccausie  the  prince  to  whom 
it  belonged  had  taught  liift  nubjecta  to  respect  the 
right  of  property.  Whether  tliis  anecdote  \»  true 
or  not  is  of  no  c»nR«-quence ;  for  the  people  by 
whom  such  stories  are  invented  make  them  tncrcly 
to  eharaeteriie  tlu'ir  )ieroc«.  This  ttory  of  the 
bracelet  furnishes  undeniable  evidence  that  the 
people  had,  at  one  lime,  convinced  thcniwlres  by 
facts  that  the  Nonnans  punished  the  siaiplest  ttieft, 
and  that  tbcjr  knew  how  to  enforce  right  and 
justice;  and  lu.  »uch  it  proves  more  than  all  the 
declamations  concerning  tlic  barbarity  of  llie  nor- 
thern invaders. 

The  view  of  Rouen  gradtially  opens  upon  us ; 
it  is  beautiful  enough  to  exercise  the  skill  of  the 
painter,  too  beautiful  for  me  to  attempt  to  describe 
■  "Hut.  geDcraledc  Nona.  Boa«a,' llill. 
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it.  Every  moment  brings  ub  nearer  to  the  venera- 
ble temples  of  tlic  city,  and  such  i»  the  force  of 
their  attractions  that  the  speed  of  the  stewncr 
cannot  keep  pn<.-e  with  our  impatience.  At  length 
she  rvuche-s  the  quay,  and  a  host  of  imponunate 
garfoiu  belonging  lu  lli«  buteU  rouse  us  fVoci  our 
revericH,  and  we  find  ourselves  surrounded  by  the 
proiaic  bustle  of  a  French  provincial  town. 
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CHAPTER  XXVII. 

BcienibUaoa  of  Rouen  kncl  iu  Eailrani  to  G*nnui  Scenery  — 
Genaral  A>p««t  of  thn  City  —  Archiwctuni  Dmorfttlm*  — 
Character  of  (ha  Huuie*  ot  tho  Miildla  Aga  — The  Catbcdnl 
—  ThaChunli  of  St.  Oaen — Women  of  Roaua — Plwe  ila  !• 
Pncelln  —  Moriununt  for  Jo«n  of  Arc — RoBactloru  on  h«rCha* 
rmdArinil  Pate — Tnilc  of  Roaen — Commeraiftl  Riimlry  b(tir*Mt 
IhuCltT  apd  HaTre  — SoclBly  for  th«  Tcnrageof  Sailing  Vc*- 
Mia  — PnJKtcil  Railroad  from  Vuit  to  Kuuwii  anil  Havr*. 

A  BijtGiTLAit  impression  was  produced  by  my 
first  ramble  id  tbe  Btr«ela  of  Rouen.  ^Vbeo  the 
valley  ofthe  Snnti,  illumined  by  the  mo«t  brilliant 
muriiing  Mill,  opciinl  u]Kiti  u»,  nftorpamng  a  mk^ 
ful  nigbt  in  tb(.'  diligence,  at  the  distance ofs  league 
from  the  city,  a  voice  within  me  vhispered,  *'  Tbe 
Rhine!  tbe  Rhine!"  Not  llmt  the  Seine  comes 
up  by  any  nicana  to  tJie  Rhine,  but  individual 
partx  of  the  former  involuntarily  remind  the  travel- 
ler of  the  German  river;  and,  a  league  of  two 
above  Rouvn,  wht-re  t)ie  rtttd  from  Pariit  diitcend* 
from  the  cicvalod  plains  into  the  valley  of  the 
Seine,  there  is  such  a  spot.  The  rucka  on  one  aide 
lift  their  Iteads  aloft  into  the  clouds,  while  a  rich 
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vnio,  covcrMi  wiih  luxuriaiil  crops  and  studded  with 
timber,  appears  on  the  other.  The  nearer  you  ap- 
proach the  city,  the  stronger  the  impresflion  of  the 
reti^mhlaiicc  to  Gcrinuny  Iwoomes;  and  when  you 
have  entered  it.  when  the  diligence  is  ihrending  its 
way  through  the  narrov  streets,  the  numerous 
churches,  with  their  Gothic  towers,  and  the  old 
Frtinkisli  hou»c«,  would  almost  pcrsuadv  you  tltai 
you  are  still  on  the  other  side  of  the  Rhine. 

After  I  had  seen  my  luggage  carrii-d  to  mj 
hotel  and  got  the  dust  brushed  off  my  coal,  I  sallied 
forrli,  without  rudder  or  compass,  to  stroll  si  ran- 
dom  through  the  strccta.  In  Rouen,  such  a  woJk 
is  mo4i  interesting.  I  need  not  repeat  how  stroiigljr 
theae  slrevis,  lliese  churches,  tliese  houses,  remind 
one  of  Germany.  In  regard  to  nrchiteclurv  and  lo 
the  manners  of  the  people,  which  arc  mirroretl  more 
or  leas  dearly  in  these  houses,  ihoee  of  }louen  are  a 
ml  whool,  a  collection  of  all  ttie  styles  of  the  last 
four  ccnluricv,  a  sort  of  history  of  the  art,  dw  mora 
interestiiig  becniiso  other  much  more  living  and 
more  instructive  histoiics  are  connected  with  it. 

Not  being  myself  an  arehitect,  I  slull  leave  to 
otherH  the  ui^k  of  classifying  thnt  liotiscs  by  ceo. 
turies,  and  of  pointing  out  in  llicm  the  pmgms  or 
retrocession  of  the  an.  I'articulor  houses,  to  sajr 
nothing  of  the  churchof,  are  real  chefs  dauvre, 
specimens  of  as  high  cxcdUiicc  ns  tlieir  age  wm 
capable  of  producing.  To  these  belongs  eapecially 
the  Hotel  de  Bourg-Mcroude,  in  the  Place  de  la 
Pucelle.    This  edifice  is  of  the  Hxieenth  ccotury. 
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and  ii  crabvllUliMl  by  «  great  number  of  biufo* 
relivvos,  whicli,  tlmugh  much  ilainnf^,  Mill  escite 
Ihc  adiairatioD  of  urtisu.  A  porltun  of  ihcrn,  ia 
five  comparlmenta,  rapresenM  the  intervvew  belwcco 
Friiiids  I.  and  Hi-nry  VIII.,  and,  brin^  nearly 
ooiitoDiporancoua  with  tbc  cvrnt,  is  importiint  noi 
only  for  the  art  in  general,  but  also  for  the  history, 
and  in  ]iiirticuliir  for  itic  coatuiiie,  of  the  lime.  It 
u  to  be  regretted  ihot  ihe  arti>t  did  not  work  io 
colours ;  as  he  would  then  have  shown  the  splendour 
of  lh<!  courtiers  and  attendants  of  the  two  kinga, 
concerning;  wtiom  n  contemporary  writer  tayst 
*'  Pluucurs  y  portaient  sur  lours  cpaulcs  Icura  boii, 
leurs  nioulins,  el  leurs  prw."  Another  series  of 
these  basso- relievos,  in  the  c-onipanmenta  of  an 
liexugonn!  tower,  exhibits  scenes  of  pastoral  life,  io 
which  the  bold  gallantry  of  those  times  is  perpetu. 
ated  ;  for  tunic  of  the  swaint  are  nuiking  extremely 
free  with  the  lady  shepherdesses.  In  one  of  thes* 
comporrments  the  shepherds  are  seen  bathing,  in 
another  ihey  are  toying  with  the  shepherdenscs,  in 
iJie  third  mowers  are  cutting  griiM,  the  ftmnh  r^ 
presents  (Jicvp-shearing,  an<l  in  the  fifth  and  lust, 
the  pastoral  gentry  arc  rcMing  themselves  and 
playing  ii  la  taain  ihaudc,  the  game  caltMl  in  Eng. 
land  hot-oocklcs;  one  of  the  fuir  ones  cla]))>irig  her 
huMla  over  tlie  oycs  of  n  swain,  who  holds  behind 
him  his  open  hand)  which  the  others  slap,  and  he 
has  to  guest  who  struck  him. 

Oil  anotlier  Imusc,  No.  8  in  the  Rue  St.  Roaiain, 
at  the  ooruer  of  tbc  Rue  de  la  Croix,  are  to  be  aeen 
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a  seriea  of  basno-relicvcn,  which  «rv  lilcevitc  of  ini- 
portancx-  for  srt.  The}*  boar  ihcil«ic  1576,  and  ex- 
hihit  in  seven  diviBions  in  the  Rnt  conijittrtm^at » 
school,  and  in  ihoHe  that  ftillow  Eloquence,  Logic, 
Mstheniutics,  MuMCt  Gcogrnph}-,  AstruiiMmy .  All 
\hvK  basao-relievM  are  cleverly  cut,  and  each  ia 
pcrfectljr  chnncteriHtic  of  its  milyect.  Nor  are  tbcy 
uninu'rcstiiig  in  regard  to  mmcc,  for  tlicy  arc 
prubnbly  the  decorations  of  ihc  hous«  of  socne 
dignitary  uf  the  ancient  high  school  of  Uuuen,  and 
thus  indicate  the  branches  uf  learning  to  which  the 
inunictions  and  studim  of  the  time  were  confitivd. 

Thi'  girat  number  of  houses  which  are  odomcd 
with  basso-relievos,  arabcfqucs,  pillars,  or  other 
architectural  deeoratiuns,  ami  whkh,  to  judge  frum 
their  nppesninci',  muM  havv  lirloiigvd  m4»tty  to 
plain  citizens,  attest  that  the  people  hod  a  taste  for 
art,  and  thus  furra  a  strong  cootrast  with  the  Bu 
uniformity  of  the  buildings  of  modem  times.  It 
produces  a  singuUr  impression  wlien  one  tees  be- 
side ft  house  of  this  kind,  gny  with  age  and  storms, 
the  iipruce  finery  of  a  ahc>|)  irf"  the  Iflih  omtury. 
In  those  ancient  houses  arc  reflected  the  Iranquilliljr 
and  the  gravity  of  the  time.  If  great  atleottoo  was 
paid  to  the  exterior,  thio  wot  not  done  at  the  ex- 
pencc  of  ihc  interior.  The  windows  were  «mall, 
because  when  people  were  at  home  they  wiiilifd  to 
be  at  home.  Within  prevailed  a  chiaro-acuro, 
tending  to  produce  n  feeling  of  awe,  because  it 
ticrved  to  ennoble  the  mysteries  of  family  life,  am) 
left  scope  for  the  imagination.     If  the  philosopher 
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who  onoe  mid  that  people  oughi  to  build  gl&M 
houM.**  wcTc  to  rite  fruni  the  grave,  he  would  no 
doubt  suppose  at  first  sight  that  his  notions  hud 
nude  cun&iderahle  progress  in  the  bat  two  thousand 
years.  The  lacl  is  simpler  tht>,  that  people  have 
become  more  shnnieln».  For  my  own  purl,  I  never 
was  a  friend  to  glass  Itouses,  and  I  consider  it  as 
much  more  prudent  to  cover  the  vices  and  fcnblcs 
of  men  with  the  mantle  of  Sueraies. 

Tliv  houM:.i  of  Uic  middle  ugn  were  amall 
eburcltn ;  the  churches  of  the  present  day  arc  hvge 
shops;  thdt  is  iha  dilTercnce.  Whoever  doubia 
this,  let  him  come  tu  Itouen,  examine  tlie  small 
bouses  of  the  15th  and  16th  eenturj-,  within  and 
without,  seek  to  apprehend  the  solemn  tranquillity 
of  the  chiaro-Bcuro  in  the  rooms,  the  gravity  of  the 
fireside,  that  liigli  altar  upon  which  stood  the  houie> 
hold  gods  of  our  ancestors;  then  let  him  at  night 
travel  by  post  to  Paris,  that  next  morning  he  may 
attend  matinn  at  Notre  l>aiiie  de  Jxitctie,  Kuc  Im- 
filtc.  The  thing  will  then  be  much  clearer  to  him. 
The  limes,  their  ideas,  ihcir  notions,  their  waDts, 
are  reSected  in  all  that  men  do;  and  therefore  every 
stone  that  )>ears  any  trace  of  its  age  attests  the  cha- 
racter  and  the  pursiuu  of  the  men  of  tluit  ag«. 
The  lemptr»,  and  the  triumphal  ardie^  of  the  an- 
cieuls,  which  oblige  the  poverty  of  our  geoiut  to 
imiUM  ounelves,  bear  wiineaa  to  the  innate  grcau 
■MM  of  the  Greeks  and  Ramans;  and  the  gothic 
dome,  lo  the  mighty  power  of  faith  in  our  ancestors. 
And  tl)e  present  time !  where  is  iu  faith  ? — where 
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ita  works?  In  July,  Uumanity  roiued  Kendf, 
fltretdted  her  Mitfcnctl  limbo,  uui  the  world  creaked. 
M  «  proof  tl>at  our  time  might  have  ita  work>  if  it 
plMUod.  But  next  day  the  puny  men  shrank  m 
icmr  from  their  own  doiogt,  and  sneaked  back  inln 
their  shops  and  ht-hind  their  oounteni,  whvn  a  few 
fitragglem  of  the  great  dajs  stalked  througli  the 
atreets.  We  have  become  weak-nerved,  and  tlioiigh 
wc  may  perhnpi  be  suiteeplible  for  a  niiituent  of  a 
higher  excitemnit  than  the  bale  race  of  the  olden 
time,  yet  next  day  the  overxiratned  nerves  give 
way,  and  the  whole  franic  become*  doubly  relaxed. 

Our  time  knows  but  one  interest — the  maiorial— 
that  which  may  be  calcubted  in  pounds,  sbiUiogs, 
and  pence,  tliat  of  the  thop,  and  ihertfore  it  is 
obliged  to  borrow  from  the  Romans  their  triumphal 
arches  and  their  a»lurans  (o  do  honour  to  a  so> 
called  hero,  aiid  lo  copy  th«r  temples,  if  it  will  not 
worship,  or  rather  annoy,  the  Almighty  in  a  shop, 
like  that  chapel  in  the  Hue  Lalittc. 

That  must  have  been  a  f^cat  titne  in  which  the 
gotliic  cttthedraU  were  constructed.  And  yet  I 
have  often  doubted  whether  lltey  were  the  tri* 
umphal  or  the  sepulchral  nianuments  of  Caiho> 
licisni,  or,  like  moi>t  triumphal  arclie*.,  bi>th  in  one : 
at  any  rate,  when  they  were  built,  the  |)almy  ejiodi 
of  Romisli  authority  was  near  its  end.  The  whole 
thinking  world  alreuly  (juestioned  the  omnipotenM 
of  the  ikiicccssor  of  St.  Peter ;  and,  ttiuuf;h  it  ii|ibr)d 
itself  for  another  century,  it  wu  only  in  canM()uenea 
of  the  law  of  gnvity,  which  keeps  a  cruy  buildiog 
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together,  ulJ  &  nngle  etonc  falU  and  the  temple 
becomes  a  ruin. 

The  two  principal  workf  of  Gothic  architecture 
in  Rouen,  the  cathedral  and  ihv  church  of  St. 
Ouen,  belong  to  the  most  rt-mnrkablc  specimens  of 
that  style  which  exist.  The  cathedral  is  in  maoy 
pJaoea  overtud  with  embellixhmentt,  and  individual 
part*  nccnnnfuilly  cU-trnct  froRi  the  toul  imprrsnon, 
and  ctwiii  the  mind  down  to  the  form  when  it 
would  soar  to  God.  The  impres&ion  produced  by 
tbe  fapade  n  quite  magical.     I  often  fancied,  when 

I  «w  the  uncertain  light  of  the  moon  shining 
through  it,  that  a  morveJIous  cooccption  of  the  imagi- 
nation of  the  boldest  bard  stood  petri6ed  before 
me ;  Olid  those  rtwe  windowK  often  appeared  to  me 
like  gigantic  cobwebs,  in  which  the  lUnrms  of  lime 
had  here  and  there  broken  a  thread.  I  knew  not 
sometimes  whether  all  thi»— at  leant  where  the  over- 
duuging  deMniy*  tlie  total  rO'ect,  as  in  rlu-  fafod* 
of  the  cathedral  of  Rouen — ought  to  be  called 
beautiful ;  but  iwver  did  people  express  the  idea, 
God,  nmre  powerfully,  more  awfully,  more  nib. 
limely,  either  in  figures  or  in  buildings,  than  it  pre- 
ttDta  itsdf  to  us  in  iha  Gothic  cathedrals. 

The  church  of  St.  Ouon  is  in  n  purer  and  rinpler 
style,  smaller  and  yet  grander  than  tbe  eatbedral* 

II  would,  even  at  this  day,  extort  an  involuntary 
shudder  from  any  eiprit  fort.  One  ought  t»  pray 
either  beneath  the  canopy  of  heaven,  or  in  a  Gothic 
cathedral,  an  image  of  tbe  universe.  Rut  in  the 
churches  of  these  our  times  it  ia  difficult  to  think  of 
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any  thing  but  the  Inisines*  of  the  day,  the  Ex* 
cliangc,  mtH  (he  shop. 

The  Exchange — ye*,  such  arc  the  ti-mjilv*  of ' 
our  age:  and*  a  tempi?  of  this  kind  haa  very 
recently  be«n  erected  id  Kotien.  The  architecture 
is  tamii  ami  unnH-nniiig  as  the  idea  from  which  it 
Kprang:  and  I  ehould  not  notice  it,  if  one  of  the 
few  artists  who  Mrire  in  our  dayt  to  gain  a  higher 
voeaiion  from  art  had  noi  chiselled  for  it  a  few  new 
conceptions  in  *tone.  David,  tb«  teulptor,  hai 
adorned  the  fii^ade  of  the  Exchange  with  two 
grouper.,  which  give  a  value  lo  ihe  r<li6ce  ilaelf. 
Every  budy  know*  that  David  undenuands  the  art 
of  importing  life  to  ttonc,  and  converting  it  into 
flesh  and  bone :  but  it  is  not  merely  with  his  ^isel 
that  he  w<»rkfi :  bin  mind  takes  an  active  part  in  his 
labours.  It  is  preoM-ly  in  this  iMunt  that  David 
distingutshcs  faimfclf  from  the  IktU  of  ariUui  of  tbe 
preasnt  clay.  The  iwo  statuet),  or  raihcr  gmupC8« 
reprvaent  commerceand  navigation.  1  need  scaroeljr 
oliMrve  that  the  ligure«  arc  nobte,  the  grouping  in* 
genioiix — for  they  am  by  David  ;  I  Nhall,  tbet«for», 
advert  only  to  the  ideas  which  he  has  exprraaed  in 
them.  Mercury,  the  god  of  trade,  wan  till  now  the 
god  of  rogues  also.  But  David  t»ii\,  "  He  shall  \tc 
just ;"  and  accordingly  he  put  into  his  hand  tiw 
emblem  of  thegoddeia  of  juMice — thescalet.  Thb 
is  sufficient  to  chftracterite  the  whole  vmdc. 

There  is  a  pnrliculiir  pleosunr  in  siruUing  through 
a  Strang*  town,  where  one  knows  nnt  a  creature. 
The  fancy  then  haa  full  scope  ;  it  can  creatf  hiaioncs 
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without  fearing  that  unc  belter  informs]  tmy  break 
dw  apcU  of  poetry  by  the  truth  of  prase.  I  liavc 
often  kept  my  letters  of  recommendatJon  io  my 
pocket  for  two  or  iJirec  day*,  in  order  to  indulge 
in  (hU  ^tificaiioii ;  ttnd  I  am  tlic  more  delighted 
that  I  followed  this  propensity  to  rererie  in  Kotiei) ; 
for  i  could  lounge  in  the  churches,  in  the  Btrccis, 
in  the  promcnodi-s,  without  being  reminded  of  every- 
day  life  by  a  vingU-  ban  Jour  or  ban  amr.  On  the 
quays,  indeed,  my  imagination  was  more  circum- 
•cribed,  for  there  I  saw  the  beaftis  of  burden  doing 
tlirir  duty,  and  that  i«  extremely  pra&aiv.  There 
reigns  during  thv  day  the  life  of  labour ;  and  it  is 
only  in  the  evening  that  the  scone  changea.  The 
labourers  gradually  disappear,  and  where  ihut 
claso  of  peojile  upon  wham  the  cunie  of  Adam 
seems  to  have  pre-eminently  fallen  was  just  now 
moat  busily  employed,  issues  forth,  when  the  sun 
baa  set.  and  is  tinging  the  wiiule  country  with  his 
departing  glury,  another  rnec,  if  you  please,  which, 
chatting,  laughing,  joking,  takes  exercise  for  an 
hour  to  make  lis  rrst  thv  nweeter.  The  quays,  the 
bridges,  were  covcrod  with  the  whole  of  the  beau 
uionde  of  Kuuen,  and  I  enjoyed  the  sight,  for  many 
of  it*  menitwnt  were  inily  Iwauiiful.  I  havvMarody 
ever  8««  in  ony  Fretwh  town  in  the  high,  the  mid- 
dling,  and  even  the  lowpr  clau,  so  many  handM)iine 
women  a*  in  Rouen.  I  ouuld  twi  lielp  notidng  that 
they  have  in  general  light  ur  brown  hair,  and  very 
few  bLick  1  that  they  have  blue  eye*,  aixI  that  even 
the  cut  of  the  face  was  rather  German  than  Gallic. 
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The  women  of  Rou«n  csnnui  be  auffici^ntly  thankful 
to  thv  luirlMimnit  for  having  mactc  the  undent  Gillo- 
Roman  Rothoniit^UB  their  capital. 

I  am  a  real  friend  to  barbanans,  and  know  not 
ihnt  t  should  make  any  rioleni  op|MMiion,  if  an 
unsopliialJcated  nee  uf  tlMtn  were  ugain  to  come 
and  ailempt  to  sweep  away  the  civilisfltion  of  our 
time,  which  gropes  ahoul  in  the  dark.  In  the 
countriex  whidi  the  German*  orerran  (hey  im- 
parled new  energies  to  the  people,  brought  ihem 
nearer  to  Nature,  and  improved  and  ennobled  the 
race  of  men ;  so  that,  on  examining  these,  ime  may 
mark  the  places  through  which  they  pass,  or  rather 
where  they  Mayed  long  enough  to  leave  behiiMl 
(hern  evidenocH  of  iheir  prew?»ce.  I'he  idea  that 
the  Imrbariims  in  the  end  rather  pnimoii'd  than 
obstrueied  dviliration  must,  to  be  sure,  be  a  little 
puzxUng  to  the  phikuophte  hiMunans  of  the  pro- 
grtM.  But  thi*  is  the  okw  only  iM-cauK  ihone 
geiiiry  believe,  in  their  progTv«»inn,  that  it  ia 
sufficient  to  follow  thinr  nosea  in  order  to  reaeh  ibe 
goal,  or  I  ought  to  say  perhaps,  beeaii'e  they  do 
not  vcK  the  end  of  ibe  {Hogrcus,  and  tlierefore  care 
nothing  about  tt. 

In  the  first  days  after  my  arrival  at  Rouen,  I 
made  inquiry  for  the  Place  where  Joan  of  Arc  vaa 
axecuted.  I  wished  (o  see  the  spot  wliere  the 
heroine  Kuffercd  manyrdom,  and  where,  surrotindcd 
by  the  Hume*,  she  looked  death  in  (he  face  vitb  the 
aaroe  courage  as  she  had  confronted  the  enemies  of 
her  oounlry,     I'be  direction  given  me  at  my  hotel 
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led  m«  lo  several  Pinccs  through  a  marilcli  and 
again  inut  narrow  sirtiMA  tlirongL-d  with  pauwi^Rli 
I  must  have  intiukcn  (lie  wuy,  and  ihcrtfore  re- 
qui-vli.'d  an  idli-r  sinnding  at  the  corner  of  n  umct 
lo  lead  me  to  the  Place  d«  la  I'ucelie.  lie  com- 
phed,  and  I  soon  reached  a  imall  Place,  through 
which  I  had  alrca<)y  pa^K-d  Miveral  iiniv*,  witlioui 
knowing  thai  this  wa»  the  spot  where  the  sacrilicc 
wa»  contumninlcd.  A  fountain,  with  the  unmean- 
ing figure  of  n  woman,  is  all  that  pairioiism  and  art 
have  devised  to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  otte  of 
tlie  DiuKt  glorious  chamctcr.i  tliat  grace  ihv  hiftlury 
of  France.  Thi«  niuiiumvut  produci-d,  in  the  firri 
Dionivni,  on  imprcMion  the  more  di«tt^oi-ahle,  Iw 
cause  I  had  cxpevted  something  hetier  from  French 
gallaniry.  Besides,  1  uroi  di.iturl>e(l  hy  ilic  iitcc*- 
•ant  cluck  of  the  market-  jicoplc  and  ihcir  cutttomors, 
and  Bi>  I  went  home  with  a  heavy  heart. 

By  the  way,  I  was  filled  with  indign;ition  at  the 
oianncT  in  which  both  French  and  English  luvc 
tmted  the  Maid  of  Orlranx,  auft  even  lier  memory. 
It  accms  as  though  they  felt  thut  this  wutniiu  had 
shanied  them  botlt,  ihcse  by  conquering  ihcm,  those 
by  teaching  them  to  conquer,  and  as  though  their 
wounded  self-love  urged  them  lo  revenge  tlicui- 
privcs  on  tier  and  her  memory.  A  Frenchman, 
when  l»e  hail  taken  her  jirinoiKr,  sold  her  lo  the 
English:  French  and  English  priests  pronounced 
aetilence  of  death  upon  her,  and  declared  her  a 
witch  twcnuie  an  Kngliili  comniaiKler  nould  have 
it  ao ;  and  the  knights  and  warriora  of  Engbod 
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kindlitl  the  pile,  and  undertook  Ute  oflke  oftnecu- 
lUmcTit.  But  t))c  vanity  of  the  men  seemed  to  be 
Dot  yet  profMtiaied  :  and  so  on«,  who  is  now  rated 
high  hy  all,  slalun  and  busts  of  whom  are  to  ba 
found  in  rvcry  cabinet,  in  every  shop,  orase  attd 
polluted  her  memnry.  The  house  in  nhtcU  the 
was  born  lias  been  turned  into  a  cow-house ;  the 
to«'cr  where  slie  tras  conliDcd  has  been  pulled 
down ;  and  it  has  been  deemed  Huperduuui  to  erect  a 
worthy  monument  for  lier,  citlwr  where  the  IJrcd 
or  where  the  died.  On  the  bridge  lendinj;  to  the 
Chuober  of  the  Deputies  in  Paris  fomicrly  stood 
the  heroes  of  France,  who  are  now  in  the  nuscuis 
at  Vi-rsaitlcs.  The  bercvnc  who  »urpiLMe«l  them  all 
was  not  among  ihem  ;  inilvcd,  she  wotild  lure  put 
them  all  to  the  blush,  not  excepting  those  valets  of 
the  great  emperor  whom  he  called  marshals,  and 
whom  we  meet  with  ut  every  Mep.  How  would 
these  good  people  have  looked  beside  iliia  womao, 
who  was  of  herself  a  host,  who  alone  proved  beraelf 
a  man  while  all  the  men  in  France  ought  to  bare 
iHfp  pat  into  petticoou !  What  need  we  more  to 
account  for  the  neglect  of  ta  Pucdlo ! 

If  I  were  an  Knglishman,  I  would,  if  pussiblat 
•me  her  name  from  my  remembrance-  Or,  I 
would  do  penaiKC,  and,  stn-wuig  my  head  with 
ashes,  perform  a  pilgrimage  to  Rouen,  and  praaeh 
up  the  like  pilgnmage  in  my  own  country,  that  the 
binuti  which  dreiK-lad  the  I'lacc  de  la  I'ucL'lte  might 
be  washed  out  by  the  lean  of  my  people.  For  this 
blood  is  a  Main  in  the  history  of  Eiigland,»carc«ly  la 
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be  pantlldcd  in  that  of  any  irth* r  nation,  and  the 
bistory  of  itieiii  all  U  mure  or  icM  rich  in  Hoch  events, 
Th«  barbarity  of  tavagvB)  theiourclcnof  ihc  Aniuie 
iMOciation  of  assassina,  ibe  niBMflcre  of  St.  Bartho* 
lomevr,  the  Sicilian  vcMfwrK,  the  war  of  the  poBMWts, 
■nd  l*a\y  the  reipn  nf  terror,  may  be  more  or  lew 
Acoounted  for;  but  this  cowardly  judicial  murdrr 
of  an  heroic  female  is  wbully  unaccountable,  inex- 
cusable, a  deed  the  like  to  wliicli  in  never  luei  with 
in  the  inceiuntly  recurring  atrocitiec  of  egnci>ni  and 
revenge,  of  diurcas  and  scir-iufliciency. 

There  ib  but  one  niore  dire  disgrace,  namdy,  that 
ofa  Voltaire.  It  wad  not  enough  for  hini,  in  liifi 
liatred  again»l  priests,  tlwt  the  enemies  of  France 
had  burned  his  hvroine;  he  resolved  to  slain  her 
memory.  And  »o  be  produced  a  piece  that  is  not 
to  be  equalled  for  filthy  indecency,  that  atte»(ii  an 
imaginntion  iiltr<l  n-ilh  all  that  is  vieioui  and  base. 
The  Enj:;liBh  and  ihc  prieAls  had  tnade  a  iritch  of 
the  Maid  of  Orleans ;  it  was  reserved  for  Voltaire 
to  make  her  a  strumpet. 

It  iecini  aa  if  that  king,  on  whose  head  iJic  placed 
the  crown,  confcjausof  lii>  unmanliiteu,  bod  blushed 
before  her.  For  while  she  was  tried  and  executed 
in  Bouen,  he  remained  quiet  among  his  courlierii 
and  had  neither  sword  nor  eiK-rgetic  word  to  throw 
into  tbc  aatle  for  her.  Had  tite  mistrcta  of  a  cour> 
tier,  a  favourite  of  the  kinjj's,  been  in  danger,  they 
would  assuredly  have  been  SAvnl  by  the  tlireat  of 
reprimis  upon  the  captive  Lngltsh.  For  the  Maid, 
the  daughter  of  the  people,  not  a  hand  wan  raised  at 
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court,  and  only  the  populace  uf  Rouen  ihreatcnc^l 
tu  rise  in  her  K^hair,  and  had  to  be  overawed  bjr  a 
•uperinr  Pom-  wlien  the  wiitencp  was  rxMuted. 

But  (he  poetry  of  history  required  that  (he  heroic 
career  of  the  Maid  should  cloie  in  this  and  in  no 
other  manner.  Her  work  was  lininhed,  her  vocation 
fulRlktl,  France  was  saved,  ond  it  wiu  aeeetaary 
Ihfil  her  deliverer  should  die,  that  the  mif^ht  appear 
to  posterity  pure  and  untipotied,  that  slie  might  de* 
•erve  the  goodly  np^wllation  of  the  Maid.  Il  would 
have  Ixvn  a  blunder  in  ihc  plan  of  the  pure  epic  if 
the  heroine  her^lf,  the  daughter  of  (be  people,  hod 
become  at  court  among  cuuriiera  a  wife,  a  counieva, 
a  princeiM,  a  mother.  Ii  Ikihoteil  her  (o  die,  that 
she  might  be  to  all  eternity  a  landmark  between  an 
9gc  trheii  the  people  were  nothing  and  an  oge  wheo 
they  should  become  conscious  of  their  strength. 
For  thus  it  waK  that,  when  the  chivalry  of  Fnuwe 
was  scattered  like  chnffbefore  the  wind  whivh  wafted 
(lie  English  across  the  Channel,  a  poor  sheplK-nless, 
a  namelew  female,  appeared  and  inspired  the  people 
with  cnthuMiism,  self-confidence,  and  loteuf  country, 
in  onlrr  to  be  n  sign  of  the  time.*,  a  hope  for  fu- 
lurily.  She  was  the  first  hcranc  of  the  people  in 
France, 

And  this  tlw  people  have  not  forgotten  for  a 
nio«nent.  How  it  wa*  tieoessary  to  keep  them  dowa 
by  force  while  she  was  executed  u-c  shall  Ke  by 
and  by,  After  her  death  the  people  celebrated  her 
in  their  irnditiuns.  The  ihepherdji,  with  whom  she 
hod  furmcrly  (ended  sheep,  related  tliat  her  eoming, 
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like  that  of  th«  M«)Utah,  hftd  been  foKlold  by  pro- 
phets ;  ifwt  for  age*  a  notion  liiid  brcii  current  ilist 
•  young  maiden  from  tlic  nrighbourlioud  of  Buis 
Chenu  should  save  France  when  on  the  btinlt  of 
ruin  They  r«Uted  to  their  childn-n  and  grniid- 
chiidren  thai,  when  this  maiden  was  tending  her 
sheep,  the  bird*  would  come  to  her,  pny  her  ho(nag«, 
and  eat  oot  of  her  hand*.  They  then  »|wke  of  Iter 
divine  vocation,  tnd  told  how  nn  angel  had  brought 
her  sword  and  helmet,  and  devoted  her  to  the  battle* 
field  and  to  ninriyrdom.  Hut  in  Uouen  the  people 
■SMrted  iHri,  during  her  execution,  dove  hovered  S 
over  her,  and  ascended  with  her  spirit  to  hcavca.  B 
The  people  pronounced  her  a  saint,  and  called  her 
la  Pucclle ;  and  thin  nnmc  in  her  fuiivtt  monutneut— 
perhaps  the  only  one  thai  is  vorihy  of  her.  For  a 
Gustavus  Adolphus,8B(one  with  his  name  engraved 
upon  it  was  thought  necessary,  fur  Napoleon  a  »lab 
of  rock  with  an  N.*;  but  the  heroine  could  di^iienKe 
even  with  the  rtone ;  the  mere  name  of  "  the  Maid" 
is  sufficient  for  Iier,  and  is  the  fairest  montiment  that 
ever  was  devised.  This  idea  consoled  me,  though 
it  does  not  justify  those  who  deem  a  stone,  a  monu- 
ment, necessary  to  commemorate  their  idols. 

A  few  days  afterwards,  acrideni  led  me  one  night 
to  the  Place  dc  la  I'ucelle.  I  had  bct-n  Mmlling  at 
random  tlirough  the  streets,  till,  on  turning  a  cor- 
ner, I  found  myself  liefure  the  fountain  and  the 
■Ulue  of  Joan.     Solemn  stillnrM  reigned  around ; 

*  Tbliwki.  of  conn*,  ahtUa  brfu<*lJiD«'iii<n*l  uf  Kk  raniBtni 
to  Pan*  — Eoiraa. 
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th«  bright  stani  glittened  in  ibe  finnainent ;  and 
tlic  tiioon  tlircw  Iter  pale  >p«ctnl  nyt  upon  the 
fouDt&in.  Deep  awe  pervaded  my  bouI,  and  lonj^ 
did  I  Ktand  absorbed  in  thought  b^ore  the  inuge  of 
the  Moid.  A  cel(«ti«)  »mile  played  upon  ihv  innni- 
mntc  features — stich  n  smile  a*  ouy  have  lighted  up 
ber  face  aflcT  the  bloody  day's  work  that  ended  in 
her  first  victory.  Her  eye  Bashed  »iih  the  fire  of 
honvcn,  nhicli  blasted  her  enemies,  gJuitirrecl  hd- 
mets,  and  overtlircw  walls.  Ami  beside  ber  stood 
a  lofty  shade.  It  was  an  heroic  poet,  it  was  Schiller. 
Bowing  before  the  Matd,  bi«  bosooi  glowing  with 
affection  and  enthmtia^lic  devotion,  he  presented  to 
her  a  wreath  of  white  rot!cs.  And  beneath  her  feet 
)oy  crushed  the  serpents  which  had  hiwtetl  at  her; 
and  berr  1  beheld  the  pursy  faces  of  the  pricvts  who 
condemned  ber,  and  between  tbem  the  sardonic 
visage  of  Voltaire. 
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While  Rouen  was  the  capital  uf  an  ii>depeiideat 
fltatei  it  was  at  the  same  time  the  first  eomraerdol 
city  of  the  country.  After  the  coiKjuest  uf  Nur. 
tnaiidy  by  the  i'reiich,  the  privileges  of  tlic  uty 
were  eonlirnied:  it  retained  the  riglit  of  staple  for 
all  vesseU  passing  up  and  down  the  S«iae,  and  a 
great  number  of  commercial  privileges.  The  &ht|M 
of  various  uaiiuns  were  coui)wlletl  to  land  their 
cargoes  at  Rouen,  and  thus  it  continued  to  be  ihv 
must  important  place  of  trade  in  Normandy.  The 
revolution   abuliiihed  the»c    pnvileges.     The   wan 
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with  England,  which  put  an  vtul  to  nil  foreign  oom* 
merce  in  Priincc,  bul  oncourngcd  home  manufac- 
tures, caused  ()k  elTccta  of  ihia  abolition  to  bo  at 
Srst  not  much  felt.  But  after  the  )>eiKe,  il  was 
•oon  cli«oovercd  that  Havre  liod  drawn  to  ii»elf  alt 
the  bronchcsoF  foreign  Iraitic,  with  very  rare  O-xcep- 
lions.  Thv  esUiblulinicnt  of  stotum-r^  va  the  Seine, 
and  the  chalang.  large  bitrf^es  towed  by  tlie  Meam- 
TeMclif  then  rolloiriKl,  and  gave  the  fiuisliiitg  blow 
to  the  trade  of  Houen. 

The  Seine  between  Havre  aaA  Rouen  has  some 
very  dangerous  plncos  unil  pcrhap*  tttoutonds  of 
TewM-'lii  tiiive  [iirrisbcxi  off  Quitlebcul'.  Add  lo  llii*, 
that  iha  ebb  and  Hood,  extending  to  lloucn  and 
still  higher,  prevented  the  fonnation  of  tuwing- 
pallis ;  and  thus  the  vailing  ve«arl«  bound  to  Rouen, 
bcndcs  being  exposed  to  the  risks  which  tlicy  ran 
here,  had  to  lie  for  weeks  at  Harre  or  Honlleurt 
waiting  for  a  favounble  wind.  All  thetw  eircunu 
•Uiitci-*  cvuld  nut  but  tend  lo  the  ditu»c  of  wuling 
vcstels  between  the  sea  and  Rouen,  as  soon  a*>  tlie 
Steamers  b^gan  to  run,  and  hoary  goods  could  be 
brought  up  the  Seine  in  tiic  IiargeH  coniitrucled  for 
the  purpow.  Rouen  then  m-cyiiwirily  ceuNcd  to  i-n- 
joy  the  commisaion  trade  between  Pario,  th«  interior 
of  PraiK-e,  and  foreign  counirie:s  as  the  barges  can 
go  dimt  fnNn  Havrv  to  Poni. 

This  change  of  thinjpt  was,  of  couru*.  extremely 
^sagrecable  to  Itoucn  and  its  merchants.  Many  of 
ibem,  yielding  to  circumstances  that  were  nut  to  be 
altered,  settled  at   Havre,  and  esublislied  houses 
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there ;  but  many  more,  incompetent  to  take  t  jutt 
v'luw  of  the  slaii:  and  rrlnii»n!t  of  ihc  two  cdmnUTrinl 
town!!,  rcmiiiiitil  ni  RouL-n,  and  tried  all  potutble 
means  to  swim  ogainst  the  itrcain.  At  the  present 
day,  the  mercantile  class  in  Itouen  i»  cliurucb'riwd 
by  its  efforts  lo  re*!!)!-!:  the  former  sUlc  of  iliinf^  by 
artifici«]  means;  hence  necessarily  arises  a  direct 
opposition  to  Harrc. 

1'he  old  privilegca  are  dcjHl,  but  not  fur^utten ; 
ihvy  still  haunt  Roiit-n,  puzzling  the  brains  of  ihc- 
merchants,  ond  disturbing  tlieir  slumbers.  \Vben> 
ever  opportunity  offers,  they  strive  to  recall  them 
lo  lifi',  but  they  will  Hcarcvly  succeed  in  reviving 
them  for  any  k-iigth  of  time,  and  their  exertions  can 
only  tend  lo  retard  the  general  progress. 

In  1831,  M.  Rundeaux,  one  of  the  nu»i  eminent 
merchants  of  Rouen,  m-Iw  had  itiortlj-  before  de- 
clared timl,  if  be  were  but  ibirty  years  otd,  ho 
would  ininiedistcly  poet  off  to  Havre,  wrote  a 
pamphlet,  to  show  the  expediency  of  bringing  the 
cabotage  (the  navigation  of  small  croft  from  ooe 
French  port  to  anolher)  back  In  Rouen.  He  strove 
lo  prove  that,  in  the  linii  place,  tlic  disuHeof  sailing 
vessels  on  the  Seine  hnd  greatly  diminished  the 
numlwr  of  French  seamen :  that,  in  the  next,  the 
direct  iruiiMiiii<Mon  of  gotxl*  to  Rnueii  initoad  of 
Havre  is  i:hva|>cr  ami  more  advantageous  to  the 
dippers.  According  to  his  calculation,  this  adva»' 
lage  offi-red  by  Kouen  amounts  to  many  bun- 
(IredH,  nay  lliDUsntMlH,  of  fruiici,  according  to  the 
sixc  of  the  vessels.    In  the  Journal  du  Havre,  this 
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calculation  was  impugned,  and  a  directly  contrary 
result  wan  rU-duciil.  Leaving  the  task  of  vtrifyiug 
these  catculntiotis  to  itiosc  villi  whom  iliey  origia- 
nicd.  I  shall  merely  remark  ihai,  wen-  they  to  turn 
out  ever  so  fftvouraljly  for  Kouen,  w  hich  is  gxtremt  Ijf 
doubtful,  they  cnuld  not  alter  the  general  circum- 
MAnm  detailed  above  wbiuh  Kpenk  in  behalf  of 
Havre ;  for  the  difficulties,  danger-.,  anfl  low  i.f  time 
incurred  in  llio  navigation  of  the  ^inc  are  of  mucb 
greater  consequence  thuit  n  few  hundred  francs,  at, 
in  the  lime  (hat  it  takes  to  go  from  Havre  to  Rouen 
and  to  return,  you  might  make  a  trip  to  Bordeaux 
■nd  back,  or  reach  Marseilles. 

The  mereliants  of  Rouen  were  aware  of  this,  and 
M.  Rondeaux  therefore  proposed,  in  order  In  ob- 
tiue  at  least  the  riske>  and  loss  of  time  of  the  nnvi. 
gallon  of  the  Seine,  to  make  (he  towing  of  vessels 
plying  on  that  riTcr  a  legal  duty  ;  that  is  lo  say,  lo 
obtain  a  law  enacting  that  every  sailing  vessel  on 
the  Seine  shall  be  towed  by  a  sieamvr.  Tht:  mer- 
chants of  Ruuen  mode  a  formal  ai>plicnlion  to  tlie 
Chamber  of  Deputies  for  this  law  for  the  benefit  of 
a  Sccict<!de  Rcmorcage  to  be  eatabliahed  atUouen; 
but  of  course  it  was  rejected,  as  no  civic  privileges 
arc  now  suffered  to  cxi«i,  but  only  pcnonal  ones, 
and  il)e«e  disguised  as  much  as  possible  under  the 
mask  of  the  public  welfare. 

Uut  the  spirit  once  prevailing  in  Rouen,  ilie  ne- 
membrancL-  of  ihe  ancient  privileges  of  the  city,  the 
remnval  of  i)k>  foreign  trade  to  Havre,  and  the  op- 
positioD  raised  in  Rouen  to  Havre  by  tlm  stDteof 
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things,  conlinueJ,  and  found  rm)ticnt  occanoD 
manifeit  thein»t;Ue«.  In  ISHii,  M.  Hlic  Lefebure, 
in  couccn  with  teveral  ulbcr  oivmber*  of  tlie  dunk- 
bcr  of  commerce,  uid  some  of  ilic  principal  iiu:r- 
chants,  foriDcd  a  society  for  tlic  towage  of  jailiag 
vesaelt  up  lo  Rouen.  'J'his  sclieme  would  not  have 
been  liable  lo  ubji.'clion,  hud  not  its  promoters  tried 

10  obtain  and  actually  Euccci'dcd  in  (irocurin^  for  it 
8  privilege  which  rendered  compciiiiun  impossble. 
Thin  privilege  conuoled  in  the  importation  of  aa 
Engli^i  MMuer  at  a  duty  of  15  {>cr  ccni^  payable 
in  two  years,  if  iIm?  vessel  should  not  by  thui  time 
be  exported  again.  The  purchase  of  the  alcanier 
wod  made  merely  coiidtiiooal :  nay,  th«  nierchanU 
of  Havre  c-veii  aHK-rtttl  that  nolliiog  itton.-  tlinn  an 
agreement  for  hire  had  been  riiiercd  into  with  ilie 
English  owners  of  the  tcobc).  There  «rcr«  already 
eight  French  steamers  excluuvely  employed  ia 
towing  the  chalana  and  iIm'  sailing  veueU  on  the 
Srine,  but  ihv  above  privilege  put  it  out  of  their 
power  to  compete  with  the  Anglo-French  steamer. 

11  ia  well  known  that  all  foreign  iron  paya  a  very 
))igh  <luty  on  ini[H>rtaiiuii  into    FraiKe,  and  that 
French  iron  is  considerably  dearer.     Steam-enginea 
pay  an  import  duly  of  33  per  cmL,  m  that  the  duty 
on  a  single  engine  is  from  thirty  to  forty  tliousand 
fraocif  and  often  mure.     The  Uouen  society  bad  ^^ 
contrived  to  evade  this  heavy  tax,  and  could  there-  ^| 
fort  offer  much  more   acoepiabic  conditions  than  ^^ 
any  other  sleani-vvsKoU,    whieh    were   obliged    to 
bring  into  account  the  intereti  of  thai  capital.    The 
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privilege  viuUb.'U  niorcovvr  another  law,  which  for- 
bid* iIk-  introduciioD  of  foreiga  ships,  and  cnjoinii 
their  confiscation. 

The  merchants  of  ItoucD,  however,  could  oot 
derive  more  than  a  leniporary  advuiitngv  from  this 
priviiegi'.  Al  the  expiration  of  the  two  years,  the 
lodcty  actually  sold  the  vcKsel,  and  things  hare 
«nce  rercTted  to  iheir  former  stale. 

The  spirit  of  the  mcrcaalite  class  of  Rouen  has 
very  recently  been  exprea^  on  another  occasion. 
A  railroad  from  Pari*  to  Havre  would  be  a  great 
accommodation  to  foreign  trade,  now  that  it  has 
fixed  its  mrat  at  Havre ;  wherea*,  a  railroad  running 
(num  Paris  uo  farllier  tlu»n  Rouen  would  again 
make  ihc  latter  city  a  compulsory  staple.  The  iiwr> 
chants  of  Uouen  have  done  cveiy  tiling  in  thdr 
power  lo  prevent  lh«  railnxHl  from  bring  carried 
beyond  their  city;  to  this  end  they  have  induced 
the  most  eminent  mercantile  houses  in  Paris  to  take 
the  Icadi  and  loudly  insiett-d  besides  on  the  *u|>etior 
political  importance  of  their  city,  llie  mercantile 
das*  of  Havre,  in  the  conviction  of  the  necewty  of 
a  railrmul  from  Paris  to  tliat  town,  never  drvamt  of 
the  exclusion  of  their  pluce  from  its  bcocfits;  till 
Rouen  had  so  far  gained  the  viclorvi  that  the  plau 
advantageous  to  it  wat  approved  by  the  ministry  of 
commerce  and  bnitight  into  ihv  Chanibfr.  Had 
the  question  depended  on  the  minister,  the  point 
would  certainly  have  been  carried  in  the  sprit  of 
the  Rnutn  mercliants.  Hut,  ai  it  rr»Ie<l  with  the 
i^JiBi^bcc  to  decide,  tbc  mere  publicity  served  to 
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flcrnng*  the  plan  of  the  Routn  merchants,  and 
furci<d  the  ailofiiiun,  at  Icii.st  in  principli.-,  of  thu 
ooDdilion,  that  the  riulroad  shall  be  oontinurd  to 
Hnvrv.  The  question  between  Rouen  and  (Ia«re 
is,  DevcrtheleHS,  by  no  means  settled ;  for  the  first 
plan  woH  with  cunning  foresight  so  contrived  ihu 
tile  continuation  of  it  to  Hiivrv  would  have  to  en- 
counter almost  insuperable  obstacles,  rivers  sod 
hills,  so  that,  if  even  the  present  plan  should  be 
accepted  upon  condition  of  the  continuation  of  the 
railroad  to  Havre,  the  execution  of  tbitt  continum. 
(ion  will  at  lenst  be  delayed  for  a  long  time  by  the 
opposing  impedimenifi ;  and  in  the  end  it  may  be 
found  neeeHsary  to  have  a  second  railroad  frotn 
Paris  to  Havre. 

The  traders  of  Kouett,  if  not  very  ridi,  yet  piwiiw 
great  influence  by  means  of  thetr  ntanufactorie*. 
and  the  political  consequence  of  the  cily.  Theu- 
views,  moreover,  arc  directed  rather  towards  I'aris, 
those  of  the  Havre  mercantile  men  towards  the 
countries  Ix-youd  sea.  Hence  it  is  that  nouen  gaiiu 
M  rea<ly  a  hearing  in  the  capital.  Besides,  Rnuen, 
as  a  commercial  dty,  is  actuated  by  but  one  tnuUfC 
^-opposition  to  Havre  and  the  recovery  of  ita  an- 
deni  privileges ;  so  that  it  can  devote  all  its  means, 
its  influence,  and  its  activity,  to  the  accomplisbmeiil 
of  this  object. 

Whenever  a  commercial  tiueilton  touching  upon 
this  4<e|)arate  interest  of  the  Rouen  and  Havre  mer^ 
cluutis  is  discuMcd  in  France,  it  is  necessary  not  to 
lose  liglu  of  this  point  of  view,  since  it  is  from  this 
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alone  tlut  one  can  rightly  judge  of  what  is  going 
forward.  Rouen  and  Havre  are  the  representatives 
of  hostile  tnierests — the  one  that  of  cotnmernal  re- 
Btrictioiis,  llie  other  that  of  frce<lom  of  Irnde,  and 
its  activity  in  displayed  whenever  occasion  presents 
itself. 
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CHAPTER  XXVIir. 

Hinubctarei  of  Roa«a — Impr*Miaoi  prmlucnd  bgrk  Uaaohelnr- 
iDgTawn— PtctoriBi — TteatiDento(Chlldioii;IUctiiw«ia«iM«« 
— Inmoratity  of  Worlcpvii|i1i!  in  VkcicriM— Slit*  lod  Uond 
C<indllian  □(  iha  Wftcrfc— lUrd»hip«<J  the  WortlngCI—m 
— OIGciiil  Rifpoitiif  Ihv  Want*  iini)  lucomeof  Pukim  eaptefad 
In  tba  Cottan  ManuriElDrvs— M.  Leiung'*  McmotMl  oa  Uta 
DlntnMM*  o(  Worhia^n — Docf«u*il  COntumplloii  of  Pnxlaca 
wiih  Incrcuing  Forertjr — School*  for  CbiMrvo  «f  Working- 
Prnpla;  Ihrir  InMidlcloDcy — BoneRli  of  UtchlDe*;   Goniity  of 

Ftetotj  Wnrk-pea|iU  te  Ui<ni. 


So  early  aa  the  seventh  century,  Rouen  wm  a 
man ufavtu ring  town  ;  for  St.  Oucii  makn  meotioB 
of  (lie  clothi  woven  there  m  hia  time.  It  isiiow  in. 
disputable  inic  of  the  first  manufacturing  cities  in 
Europe.  In  18S3tt  poiscsecd  nofeirerthaofUispiD. 
ning  faclorics  workcil  by  water.  In  1827,  llie  rivers 
and  rivuleM  nf  the  department  tumnl  S9d4  mills  of 
various  kinds.  Among  ihvsc  were  146-t  corD-milbt 
SSS  oiUmills,  9B  papcr>mills.  The  number  hot 
since  increased. 

Boucn  has  given  ils  name  to  n  »pecic«  of  sniped 
and  barred  cotton,  which  is  known  throughout  all 
France  as  Roueiioeric.  The  mnnufaclurc  of  cottons 
in  general  is  one  of  the  priodpdl  brandies  of  iiw 
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duMry  in  the  department.  Normandy  was  lh«  5rM 
province  of  France  in  which  cuitun  was  ^un. 
This  was  in  1700.  In  1747  inanufiKlurcrs  ot 
Rouen  brought  »evcr&l  Greeks  to  France,  iu  onler 
to  iniroilucb  by  their  nieajis  the  scarlet  dye,  then 
called  India  or  Adnant^ile  red;  and  ihey  soon  ex- 
celled their  masters.  The  iirat  machines  for  Hpin- 
ning  wool  were  consinictcd  id  England,  and  their 
exportation  was  prohihil«d  upon  penalty  of  death. 
This,  however,  did  not  deter  an  English  company 
in  Rouen  from  importing  iIm-  Jirsi  machines,  called 
little  jennies,  in  177(>.  These  machines  were  gnu 
dually  improved.  In  17S4  a  brevet  n-a>  ^rnnied 
by  the  government  for  a  mactiine  "  d'une  filntura 
continue,"  and  sewral  were  wwn  set  up.  In  1786, 
VergenucD,  the  minister,  concluded  a  coniu>ercial 
treaty  with  England,  which  permitted  the  im|iarta> 
tion  of  English  goods,  and  thereby  gav«  tik'  Frv-ncli 
■nanufactureo  a  severe  woutxl,  from  which  they 
recovered  only  by  degrees.  In  1791,  this  treaty 
waa  annulled;  but,  fur  a  oonmderable  time  after. 
winU,  the  manufacturing  dialricts  were  in  a  de» 
plonbte  state.  The  Kcvolution  infuietl  new  life 
into  the  poufJe ;  and  so  early  m  the  time  of  tli« 
I^reetory  this  produced  lino  fruit ;  till  at  length, 
Napoloon,  by  closiiij;  the  Continent,  called  forth  the 
gulden  age  of  the  ma n u  fact u res.  The  ItMiora- 
tion  put  an  end  to  tl.  England  demanded,  ni  ihe 
cxpi'usv  of  the  manufactures  of  France,  the  reward 
of  her  excrtionv  for  rc-estabi  ill  ling  itie  Uourlwn 
throne;  snd  Talleyrand,  die  mm(  corru[rl  uf  the 
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corrupt,  was  tiot  luhamed  to  proclaim  that  France 
was  cullnl  to  be  nn  sgricultural  stali;:  wlienc?  he 
infermd,  to  the  advantage  of  h«r  fftilhful  all'ie*,  that 
EnglaDd  was  to  «up)>)y  the  agricultural  couDiry 
with  her  inaiiufa<:tur(.ti. 

Tlic  froTcrntncDt  of  that  time  soon  perceived  that 
by  Euvh  n  syaiem  it  only  Tna<le  all  France  still  more 
its  enemy,  upon  which  the  prinnple  uf  prohiljilion 
was  again  rec(>gniitcd,  or  rather  retainn),  as  the  iin« 
pnrtotion  of  English  goods  was  never  legally  per- 
millcd,  but  had  only  taken  place  in  the  tr^n  of  the 
allied  armies.  Thus  conlidcjKe  was  gradually  re- 
stored, and  manufactures  were  once  more  thriving 
till  16SS.  Sinn-  that  ttmv  they  )iave  again  de< 
clincd  i  and  this  falling  off  was  attributed  to  the  ex- 
tensive contraband  trade.  At  length,  in  ISSd,  an 
ettquftt  eommerciaie  was  ordered,  but  Iwpes  were 
the  only  results  to  which  it  led. 

The  Revolution  of  July  found  industry  in  a  slate 
fltr  frotn  salisfaclory ;  and  it  is  well  known  that  for 
some  time  afterwanis  trade  and  mjinufiietum  were 
enurcly  at  a  stand.  In  the  following  year,  upwarda 
of  800()  operatives  were  employed  in  the  travoux 
de  la  ekarilf  al  Houen,  and  a  much  greati-r  mim- 
tier  were  without  work  and  bread.  Nothing  could 
equal  th«r  diatresa  but  the  heroic  courage  and  the 
admirable  resignation  with  which  they  bore  it. 

In  1832  better  time*  suecei-dc^l,  till  in  1837  the 
eflects  of  the  crisis  wi-rc  sensibly  fell.  Upon  ibe 
whole,  however,  the  cation  man  u foci  u res  in  Rouen 
have  been  of  laic  on  the  decrease.     Labour  is  too 
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<!«ir  there;  nllrmpU  h«ve  in  conwqti«nce  been' 
mnde  to  found  factories  clsewhen:,  onci  thrir  sucoet* 
«t  Marie  aux  Mines,  Si.  Quenlin,  and  othrr  plaocfi 
baa  led  to  iRiiuitM)!) ;  «u  that  the«c  ooloniM  «r#' 
alrciuly  bcgiiimng  to  withdraw  her  indiiMrjr  from  ih« 
iDoiher  city.  Whether  this  slate  of  ihin)>s  \%  vn- 
lirely  ovring  to  the  high  prio?  of  lubuur,  the  scarcity 
of  work,  the  proponi<inahly  higher  tax  upon  the 
t]«c«8ttrie5  of  hfe  by  aicsns  oftlie  octroi,  or  whether, 
SI  mmc  maintAin.  il  arises  portly  from  (ho  inferior 
intelligence  of  the  manufacturers,  I  leave  to  olhem 
to  prove  or  disprove. 

In  1834,  there  were  in  tlw  drpanmeni  of  the 
LowiT  Seine  S80  «pinning  establish  men  tN,   which 

employed  about  XLOOObands 81.000 

In  the  workshops  for  the  conittnjction  of 
the  machines,  there  wen:  employed  aa 
vaf|>t-niL-ir,  »niiih»,  iun)<*r«,  fuuiidvni, 

Ice  i 5000 

WeaTen  65,000 

DyehuutM  *. AOOO 

MMiufoctureA  of  coloum)  cloth* 9000 

Manufoicturea  of  cards  forcarding  wool  ...        SOOO 

T<nol  107.000 

[f  we  add  to  these  the  different  cIomcs  of  labour* 
ing  people  and  the  shopkeepers,  who  live  entirely^ 
by  theoollon  manufacture,  we  shall  find  thai  they 
iini>ount   to   no  fewer  thitn    ISO.OOO   familiar   or 
400,000  sou  I*. 

In  every  manufacturing  town  contradictory  TeeU 
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ings  nrill  ante  in  the  mind  ot  a  reficcUng  pcrtoo. 
He  caiinot  suppress  bis  astoniKhmcnl  at  the  ia> 
dustry,  the  cndurnnoe,  of  ()il*  pcvplc  who  here 
Labour  without  iDtermissioiit  at  the  iiiirlbfjcnce  liut 
has  Tvgulated  every  thing,  and  that  has  luude  oul 
of  thode  thousands  fliid  thoutandt  uf  hanth  cute 
wbole,  oov  machine.  Such  is  the  iir»t  iinprcsMoo 
produced  by  a  general  survey,  which  excites  only 
odoiirniioQ  ami  re«pect.  A  closer  scruiiDy  of  the 
details  nf  the  work»  of  the  grcHt  tiiachiiie  iiliow»  that 
tkcte  works,  tliesc  wheels,  ore  men.  nod  n  thrill  of 
horror  curdles  our  blood.  The  inimorahiy  of  ibe 
factory -Iflbuiirer*  i«  nti  alniovt  neceosory  renUc  of 
this  Mtaiv,  in  which  tlic  human  raadunc  Icttm*  to 
forget  that  it  is  mao.  Sixteen,  twelve,  nay,  only 
eight  houra  of  unintellectual,  uiachitK-Iike  efnploy- 
mcnt  must  by  degrees  cxtiiigiii»)i  iliv  mind  ao  com- 
pletely as  to  leave  nothing  of  the  man  but  the 
soimul  |>8rt.  Idleness  is  the  origin  uf  all  vicet,  and 
the  factory  operatives  puss  ilicir  Uvea  in  continual 
mental  idleneu.  The  iutcrior  works,  the  idcbiaI 
machinery,  of  the  man,  stand  still ;  the  hand  alone 
mores.  It  is  a  (juesiian  whether  this  evil  can  be 
counteracted  even  by  mental  activity  out  of  work- 
ing hours,  by  schools,  for  instaitce;  fur  tho»c  would 
Dot  destroy  its  cause  and  its  effects,  and  the  rery 
finr  who  would  really  attain  .1  hrj^her  degree  of 
mental  uctivity  would  soon  be  locst  for  the  factorivSt 
and  quit  or  perish  in  them. 

The  room  of  a  factory  in  which  children  are  em- 
ployed preseiiu  a  lieart-breaLiiig  sight.   TIm  human 
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mind  develops  ittdf  only  when  iu  actiirity  is  excited 
from  witlwut.  External  ap]K'araowR  li»d  lo  ques- 
tions wliich  it  ftsk&  iiM>ir  or  others,  which  it  nnswors 
ilscir,  or  which  others  answer  fur  it.  VVitltout  the  cx- 
teituil  appearance,  wilhoui  this  incesuni  intgiiiry  of 
the  diiUr*,  ihi»  f{rftspilI^  nt  cvny  slcp  after  iiifonnit- 
tton,  no  mental  development  ih  possible.  But,  in  ■ 
diild  which,  from  the  age  of  six,  eight,  or  ten  years, 
goea  day  after  day  from  home  to  the  factory,  and 
fnre  the  tuvtory  bouic  again,  which,  weary  in  body, 
feels  after  working-hours  no  oiIkf  warn  but  that  of 
food  and  rest,  it  is  almost  utterly  impossible  that  ihe 
mind  can  develop  itself  in  the  s)ighlent  degree.  Il 
is  a  corporeal  spectre,  a  body  without  mind.  In- 
deed, schools  are  not  capable  of  applying  a  remedy 
to  tilts  case;  for  il  is  twi  the  school  but  life  that 
devel<)|n  ihi-  iiiviiUl  activity  of  the  child.  It  would 
be  a  tridv  to  teach  sucli  children  to  read  and  write; 
bat  it  would  be  a  ^gaotic  work  to  cultivate  their 
minds;  this,  however,  is  not  an  affair  uf  learning 
and  lutching,  but  only  of  rxpi-nciKv,  of  iiiluiltoD, 
of  iho  apprrlKonoD  of  external  appearances,  con- 
cerning which  the  young  mind  reawni  with  itself, 
and  thtis  eldlHirJtm  its  materials.  A  buy  whose  life 
has  coiisitled  only  iu  tl>e  alternation  of  labour  in  tite 
factory  anil  learning  in  the  school,  will,  iu  a  hundred 
tiinaa,  not  rise  more  tlun  once  above  the  level  of 
the  brute.  Life  is  tlie  school  of  life,  and  th««te 
wrelchnlly  unfortunate  cliiJdren  arc  torn  fnxn  it,  in 
expiation  uf  Heaven  knows  what  treuK>ndou»  male- 
dictions, lo  forget  in  tlie  factory— nay,  worae  than 
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that,  never  to  haTe  a  conception — that  tbey  are 
htiman  ht-ingt;  or  perhaps  tu  feel  this  for  a  ato- 
ntLmi,  mill  lo  become,  in  ihv  fury  of  their  brutalilj 
rapacioui  beasts. 

But  these  are  only  genenl  grounds ;  there 
particular  ones  of  a  still  more  revoliing  nature.  In 
the  spinning-  farniries,  the  children  are  mostly  placed 
under  the  uilult  workmen,  two  or  three  to  eacb. 
This  fellow,  brutal,  unfeeling,  without  •  ipark  of 
mind,  is  their  abstJutc  lord  and  master.  The 
alighlctt  careleiutneHi,  which  is  attended  with  a 
irifting  Utss  to  him,  kindles  hi«  rage,  and  is  punished 
with  cruel  usage.  Thus  nlmont  every  itpinner  is  the 
unrestricied  roaster  of  a  buy  from  seven  to  ten  ynn 
old,  and  a  girl  from  ten  to  thirteen  ;  and  very  often 
tite  latter  it  not  only  forced  to  endure  his  brutal 
anger,  but  likewise  to  gratify  his  brutal  luM. 
Lastly,  during  working  hours,  these  children  htmt 
nothing  but  the  dixgusting  conversation  of  their  de- 
inoralised  senior*.  Such  is  their  educaiioo,  Mich 
thrir  school,  such  thdr  religious  instruction.  Oh  [ 
what  would  I  not  give  that  it  were  possible  to  prove  ^^ 
me  a  liar,  a  Klandert-r  of  my  kind  '.  ^H 

Vou  need  but  look  at  thcM'  boy*  and  girii  lo  ace 
the  horrible  truth  written  in  their  faces  in  chometcn 
not  lo  be  mistaken.  Unmitigated  stupidity,  ntalice, 
and  sneaking  vice,  are  irapre»eil  up»n  th«ir  features. 

Neither  d(ie«  the  bo<)y  attain  its  due  devekrp. 
mctit  in  this  preparatory  sdiool.     The  mayor  ofl 
Marom  took  me  to  see  a  factory  of  this  kind  at  that 
place,  a  league  disiani  from  Houen.     His  soOf 
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years  ol<),  aocompanicd  us.  Health  and  childlike 
gnieiy  lighted  up  the  features  of  this  hoy,  and 
vcemfd  la  me  to  be  a  »ort  of  ncuff  at  niisrortunv, 
an  evidence  of  itieir  drplonihic  condition .  He  wat 
both  taller  and  Kbtutcr  than  the  Hpinner*  at  ten  or 
twelve,  and  mmi  of  tlicsc  were  hccideM  nfflicied  with 
scrofula,  sore  eyes,  or  some  bodily  deformity. 

One  boon,  a  cruet  one  it  \»  true,  hut  yet  a  boon, 
awaits  iheK  unfortunate  cresiures— an  early  death. 
Few  aitnin  the  age  of  forty  ;  n>o»l  of  iheoi  die  be- 
fore they  arrive  at  thirty,  and  pulmonnry  cunaum]^ 
Uon  is  very  often  the  bridge  which  leails  iticm  out 
of  tliis  vule  of  misery.  The  work  itself  is  extremely 
wearing;  the  hours,  for  childrt-n  as  well  as  adults, 
b«ng  from  six  in  the  morning  till  clweii  at  aigjttt, 
wiili  Dii  inierruptiou  of  an  hour  ami  ii  Iiutf  for  breaic>J 
fast  and  dinner;  and  in  tlieiie  factories  there  is  in 
general  a  <lusi  which  scltk's  upon  the  lungs  aiid 
destroys  them. 

The  females  employed  in  them  betray  in  every 
glance  the  moat  shameletts  immorality.  I  have 
seen  there  girls,  wliom,  at  their  birth.  Nature  seemed 
to  have  destined  (o  be  liaiiditome;  and  Nome  of 
them  still  csliibiicd  traces  uf  this  hvr  inienlton. 
But  ilie  momrat  a  smile  played  upon  tlw  boiutiful 
Iip«,  it  looked  like  a  bbuphemy  against  iliat  very 
beauty,  and  proclaimed  the  uxui  impudi'nt  lieeii- 
tiousii4>«s;  when  the  eye  wo*  raised,  (litre  burned 
ia  it  fires  that  told  of  vice  whidi  cuuld  not  reach  a 
lower  point  of  degradation.  How  could  it  be  other. 
(riseP     The  hke' cause  has  the  like  effects  ia  thii 
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case.    Tlie  Association  ot  ho  nuny  idle  remain- 
mentally  idle,  for  indeed  ihcir  bodir*  ncrcr  mt- 
produocft  Ruch  a  familiarity  among  them,  tlinl  ihry 
have  no  swrrcts  from  o»e  another.    Each  drtaiU  her  ^ 
ndvonturcH  of  the  preceding  night,  and  thinks  <mlf^M 
of  ibosc  of  the  next.     The  hriilalixed  mind  aeelci^^ 
pleasure  after  lalraur,  and  this  pl»utr«  it  only  thit 
of  the  briiio.     Work  is  tiot  over.  iiumn>cr  and  irin>^^ 
tvr,  till  late  st  night :  and  when  the  hour  of  relesM^^^ 
Btrikea,  men  and  wum^'n  assemble  in  the  court,  or 
before  the  door,  of  tht.-  faciorvi  and  go  olT  together 
to  spend  the  fev  sou»  tliey  may  have  left.     A  diUd^y 
searcely  ever  kiiow.^  more  than  its  mother,  nay,  tha^| 
mother  Iier*clf  very  often  tlocs  not  Icnowr  the  father,  ^i 
One  (if  my  acquaintance  once  uw  a  spinner  ill  utiitg 
liis  daughter,  who  turned  complainingly  to  the  by> 
•Umder*.   "  Le  monglrr !"  the  exclaimed  ;  "hecui 
trc*t  me  in  Uiie  manner !  and  since  I  was  thineen 
he  liaa  forced  me  to  supply  llic  place  of  a  wife  *" 
Enough!  indeed    loo  much!     If  I  have  cxpoecd 
the  wound,  it  is  in  the  hope  of  directing  to  it  tbt 
attention  of  th<Me  who  have  the  power  to  heal  it. 

Whvre  there  hap)K-n«  to  be  a  man  among  thne 
human  machines,  he  is  an  cxc^qilion,  almoM  a 
greater  misfortune  than  the  role.  These  exccplioM 
are  gradually  becoming  leH  rare  in  France.  And 
the  cause  of  this  is  the  cducauon  derived  from  life 
and  events— ccrlninly  not  from  the  school.  The 
revululiuti  of  July,  the  insurrection*  in  Lyonft,  the 
combinations  of  workmen,  have  shaken  society  la 
France  to  its  profoundest  rvccncs.    The  philan> 
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thrr^'ist  Bumot  diink  witliotit  apprehensKm  of  the 
futurv  dt*Uiri(«  or  man ufactu ring  distficis  and 
lowDS,  for  their  unnatural  state  will  somr  day  or 
other  produce  fearfuU-ofitn^ui-itces,  unl«as  i)ie  whole 
■nan uAiciu ring  itv>4>.'ui  liu  (otnlly  rvfornKd  licfure  it 
ia  too  l«te ;  unless  you  ntke  men  of  these  uac)iinc«t 
which  are  gradually  beginiiin;;  lo  attain  oomciouK- 
neu,  or  can  »u|)ply  the  place  of  nwii  by  real  ma- 
cliinp». 

Wtiai  I  have  said  thus  far  has  been  chiefly  tba 
ivsuk  of  my  own  obnervation.  At  Rouen,  a  work- 
man himM-lf  hiu  rniiwd  his  toicc,  and  I  will  intro- 
duce him  to  the  reader  for  a  few  moments.  A 
weaver,  named  Noiret,  published,  in  1S36,  a  tmall 
pamphlet  eniiik-d,  MemcMrti  d'un  Oavrier  rtwmois, 
from  ivhich  I  *}>all  extract  one  or  two  paitMgLii. 

Noirvt  seems,  at  least  when  he  speaks  of  the 
weavers,  to  be  a  competent  judge.  He  describea 
their  workshnps,  "  They  arc  nnall  ami  low,  and 
hcRUfriically  closed  like  a  cofier,  that  the  dry  dr 
may  not  penetrate  into  them.  They  are  generally 
dark,  and  so  situated  tliat  the  sun  can  never  shine 
iDtD  them.  They  arc  likewise  extremely  damp,  and 
pan  uf  them  arc  real  cellars;  ihrtc  arc  contmnnly 
preferred  by  the  weuvent,  who  are  not  awsrc  how 
pemicwus  they  are."  It  is  a  prvjudice,  he  says,  lo 
imagine  that  damp  places  are  Gtiest  for  the  opera- 
tions of  the  weaver,  which  require  such  as  hare  a 
moderate  iemi>eral»irt',  and  an-  milhcr  too  dry  nor 
loo  damp.  It  i»  scarcL-ly  nccc«8ary  lo  add  that  the 
most  robust  health  would  be  destroyed  in  the  ccUara 
which  he  describes. 
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"  The  diaeas(«  ti)  wliich,  fruni  th«ir  buunes^,  t1 
WMvera  are  most  liable  arc  tcrnfula,  weakness  in  th« 
legs,  detulity,  snd  pulwoDary  camplainis.  Th« 
scrofula  is  produced  b^  the  damp  ptaoen  in  which 
Uiey  generally  work."  Tticy  arc  moeily  ailinj;  and 
unhealthy.  The  aboTe-mrolioned  causes  o(H.-rai« 
so  speedily  that  the  voice  of  a  youth  of  seventeen 
eifthieen  is  hollon-  siid  inionorous,  to  that  a  weavi 
may  eaaily  be  JtHtitigiiiitlied  by  it  from  all  oihi 
artisaoa. 

Having  peeped  into  iheir  dwellings,  lei  us  follo' 
titeni  U)  thi-ir  meals.  **  I'ari  of  the  weavcn  live  io 
public-houses,"  says  Noiret,  "but  the  great  nia. 
jariiy  of  them  niih  their  fainilir*  Their  Mnoll 
earnings  do  not  allow  them  to  hiivc  ithtJnonie,  suf- 
ficient, nnd  re^ultir  fond.  Breakfast  frequently 
consists  of  dry  bread,  to  which  ihey  often  add  a 
quarter  of  a  pound  of  Neufehaiel  cheese.  A*  (hei 
means  forbid  cooking  for  then)M'li'e«,  their  wires 
and  diildren  go  to  the  aubci^s,  which  are  com- 
monly called  gargoirj,  to  fetch  a  little  wretched 
soup  and  biiiled  mrat,  or  bnd  ralalu'itU."  The 
FreiieJi  Uiiguiige  of  higher  society  lia*  mi  concc^ 
lion,  and  I.  of  course,  no  tnin»laiioii  for  this  ivitnt 
The  supper  is  much  the  same. 

Ket^ixxiinft  the  moral  condition  of  the  weaTm, 
Noirei  give*  the  following  particulira.  **  Thi 
weaver*  are  induMrinus,  and  they  arc  obliged  to  be 
so;  for.  even  if  lliey  niaki*  the  l>e«t  use  of  their 
lirae.  they  must  disjicnM.'  wiih  much  that  it  neces- 
sary.    A  man  is  nut  disputed  to  ukv  a  walk,  whan 


FACTOBY  WORK-PEOPLB. 


Ml 


be  hoi  had  u  •csnty  dinner,  and,  b««id«f,  cannot 
dress  d«cently>  It  is  true  ihut  ibere  is  m  cetioia 
OUinber  of  working  men  wbo  cannot  refrain  from 
Itecping  holiday  on  Mon<lHy.  TliU  aneirnt  custom 
han  unfortunately  itnick  ouch  deep  root  omonf;  the 
operatives  in  the  ciiy,  that  it  will  not  be  very  easily 
Cfadicated.  But,  if  people  are  not  at  work,  they 
muHt  be  doing  tonietliing  else,  and  so  ihey  go  to 
the  pothouses  to  drown  the  little  sense  they  have 
left  in  spirituous  liquors  of  bad  tjualiiy.  Indeedt  I 
cannot  eonceive  how  people  who  liave  nothiug  lo 
oat  con  find  pleiisure  in  drinking." 

It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  oUvcrve.  ibnt  in  such  a 
state  of  things  a  working  man  cannot  think  of  cul- 
tivating his  mental  faculties  "  As  the  wages  of 
the  workman  arc  inskiSicient,  he  i«  obliged  to  woHi 
from  lifieen  In  eighteen  hours  a  day,  and  of  couree 
he  has  no  time  to  improve  his  mindi  nay,  he  never 
thinks  of  that,  so  deeply  is  he  bowed  down  by  his 
unfortunate  (jitiinlWm  :  nnd  lo  procure  it  for  him, 
it  would  be  neci'ssary  lo  abolish — of  course,  by  de- 
gree*—privileges  inonopolie*,  and  prohibqtiona,  as 
these  crush  ioduMry,  and  increase  the  price  of  the  nw 
materials  and  the  ncecuaries  of  all  kinds  which  the 
workman  sunds  in  need  of;  or,  wluit  would  be 
bMtcr  atjll,  bin  wages  should  be  raised  beyond  hi* 
nfModiturr,  so  that  be  might  lay  by  something. 
Then,  relieved  from  preccnt  embarniument  and 
anxiety  for  tite  future,  he  liiight  bi*td  up  hin 
h«ul,  know  himH'tf,  and  become  a  man  :  Uien  would 
be  aee  that,  in  a  ctvilued  natioo,  like  our's,  natural 
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MliMit  is  not  sufficient,  and  that  it  must  be  cultivated 
if  one  would  not  hiiiIc  to  tlic  level  uf  tlte  bruie." 

I  fev\  no  call  to  exprx^s  my  opinion  htm;  ujioai 
the  mcaiu  by  which  the  slate  of  the  working  closi 
may  be  improved,  and  merely  mean  to  exhibit  ihe 
vievi  of  a  rt.-ll<iw-»uffi.'nT.  Lc-l  othen  examiM 
whether  he  it  right  or  i^rong,  whether  he  propows 
R  pliisicr  only,  or  a  radical  cure. 

Distress,   necessity,  here   rend  asunder  the   tiet 
which  Nature  has  eljtewhere  duclanvl  sacred.     Tbc 
father  discords  ihe  son,  and  the  sun  the  father.    "  A  ^^ 
detestable  custom,"  says  Noini,    "has  crept  in^f 
among  the  roust  uncultivated  class  of  the  working  ^^ 
people  in  Rotieii.     When  childivn   huve  rtuiehed 
the  Bge  of  twelve  or  thiri«en.  and  often  earlier,  ibey 
make  ihem  keep  themselves,  that  is,  subust  upoa 
tlieir  enrningf,  and  *o  murh  the  worse  for  them,  if       i 
ihey  ilo  nut  earn  sulficieiit,  wliicli   is  always  th«^| 
case.     Dut  the  children,  in   tlteir   turn,  repay  ihe^^ 
parenls  in  tlie  same  coin;  for,  when  the  laiicr  are 
ill*  they  send  ihem  to  the  hospital,  instead  of  awist. 
tog  them  to  the  utmost  of  ibeir  power ;  and  wbra 
they  are  old  and  incopable  of  taking  earc  of  them- 
selves,  the  children  give  them  up  entirely.  Through 
this  custom,  the  members  of  n  family  are  like  ■> 
many  strangers ;  and  the  cliildrcn,   Wti  to  ihcni* 
selves,  have  bod  morals,  which  arc  transmitted  froot^ 
one  generation  to  another." 

This  is  horrible !  Poverty,  armed  with  the  keva 
sword  of  hunger,  stands  at  the  <luor  of  ilie  paternal 
dwelling,  aitd  prevents  tbe  children  from  croasioj 
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the  threshold  to  »eek  the  proiection  of  ihc  mother 
who  gave  ihem  life ;  an<l  tliv  *Rine  lerrific  figura 
stands  at  (ho  door  of  the  child,  (o  drive  back  th« 
dbtreswKi  mother,  when  nlie  comes  to  auk  Iwr  own 
blood  for  shelter  and  protcclimi,  and  a  crust  of 
brcfld  to  appease  Iwr  hunger '. 

A  life  of  suffering,  of  inceMuint  toil,  terminates  in 
•  beggar'a  death.  "Th«  workman,"  Mys  Ninret, 
**  wlicn  he  is  fifty,  ceases  to  be  sought  after :  hv  may 
indeed  find  employment  here  and  there,  where  or- 
Ucle.1  are  made  which  are  n<)>plud  to  his  strength, 
but  for  which  a  very  low  price  i»  paid.  Ilr  con- 
tinues to  work  so  lung  as  his  sight  and  strength 
eriahlp  him,  and  ito  long  aft  he  can  earn  sufficient 
to  supply  his  most  urgent  wants.  When  he  is 
obliged  to  give  up  work  entirely,  his  Inst  remurce  is 
a  cuHtom  which  has  existed  in  the  trade  from  lime 
immemorial,  luuncly,  to  call  ujiun  thoM  who  follow 
the  same  busincH.  and  to  obtain  from  ihem  some 
trifling  contribution.  The  more  acfjimintances  he 
has,  the  more  he  (Mcks  up ;  but  he  never  hu«  enough 
of  them  to  collect  fifteen  sous  a  day,  and  then  the 
necessity  of  running  all  over  the  city  oocamom  a 
futigoc  that  is  too  much  for  his  strength.  A  few 
ore  admitted  into  the  ho»pire,  but  not  before  they 
ore  seventy,  and  then  (hey  are  frequently  obliged  to 
wait  several  years  till  there  is  a  vacancy.  To  them 
this  hotfnce  is  n  prison,  which  they  are  allowed  to 
leave  but  once  a  month,  am]  they  are  besides  sttbject 
to  degrading  regulation*.  Hencx-,  though  at  that 
■ge  ■  man's  spirit  is  broken,  there  are  those  who 
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choose  rather  to  suffer  privations  ind  to  ntuu  thdr 
liberty." 

Noiret  then  inJulj^  in  the  fiJIowing  reflectiotu: 
*■  In  Fraucc,  the  s^l  and  the  |x>or  who  ar«  unable 
to  work  have  no  other  resource  but  public  cbuity.  It 
is  not  enougli  that  itivy  hiive  v^ieUted  fur  a  whole 
life,  inceswuiily  tormented  by  anxiety  about  the 
coming;  day;  (hoy  must,  even  when  no  longer  capable 
of  wark,  crawl  from  door  to  dour  to  a»k  for  that 
iihich  i>  not  due  to  them,  and  lu  die  of  hunger,  and 
that  too  in  a  cotintry  which  dares  call  itself  civiliied ! 
If  Buch  be  thecoosetjuenee&of  civiti&atioo,  infinitcif 
preferable  i»  thv  »>ute  of  mivu^<s,  for  aino<^  th«Bt 
at  lva»t,  man  has  no  duties  to  pcrfomi  towanU 
KhommcTcr  it  ntsy  be ;  be  is  perfectly  free,  and  c«n 
indul^  all  bin  u'i*hc«.  I  know  that  efTorta  are 
Baking  in  itidividiial  placd  to  extirpali;  Ix-ggsry, 
but  ihia  ia  not  done  universally :  uid,  to  long  ■•  nu 
provinon  ia  made  in  France  for  the  support  of  ih« 
real  pauper,  I  ftdhere  to  my  poMlkxi. 

*'  According  to  the  public  pri'iudice,  the  relief 
aftirdi-d  to  the  indigent  is  ronsMlered  lu  charity« 
and  ihv  f{Dvrrnmeni  iltelf  shares  tliit  pn-judicc.  1 
wotild  nsk  wlieihcr  you  conceive  thai  you  are  bfr 
Ktowing  charity  in  granting  a  pension  to  the  soldier 
who  haa  earned  it  by  thirty  years'  eervioe.  A*- 
*uredly  not,  you  will  say,  because  be  haa  serv«d  tha 
uountry.  Now  it  lectns  to  me  lliat  a  uaa  lerrOT 
his  country  vhen  he  is  useful  to  it,  no  miiKr  in 
wlutt  way.  AimI,  in  my  opinion,  an  artisan  w)u>  haa 
worked  for  fifty  years  together  Ims  Imch  (juiie  aa 
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vkeablf  to  it  u  a  soldier  who  hnt  been  fur  thirty 
years  under  its  colours.  For  if  Briiis  uk  ncccuary 
for  the  defence  of  a  couotry,  they  arc  just  as  at- 
ceti&ary  to  fi-(»)  it  and  to  jiruvide  for  its  waniH,  And 
if  tlw  norkinj;  man  haa  given  h\f  yuuth  nnd  Im  toil 
forthcooRnnuniiyiit  isbound,  on  the  othrr  hand,  to 
supply  him  with  hread  when  he  is  unable  lo  earn  it) 
and  has  nothing  left  ii>  procure  it  with. 

"  In  r^ard  to  the  ailing  and  infirui,  who  could 
cither  n«vcr  work  at  all  or  but  little,  society  wnv* 
them  also  a  subsiatence :  for  in  society  not  n 
creature  ouffhl  to  S'tffer  hungtr." 

And  who  will  venture,  with  thoMC  pallid  figures 
before  his  eyes,  thc»r  children  thruNt  by  (heir 
mothers  from  their  homes,  those  fathers  to  whom 
their  tons  refute  a  munel  to  keep  them  fiuoi 
fttArving~who  will  venture  to  contradict  the  blunt 
chunpion  of  silent  misery? 

One  might  imagine  that  tlie  working  mail,  who 
thus  complaint  of  hut  own  condition  and  that  of  bis 
fellow-sufTerers,  had  laid  on  too  harsh  colours:  I 
»hall  therefore  quote  another  source,  which  it  not 
liable  to  suspicion. 

In  tlic  orehive*  nf  the  Mairte  nf  Rouen  is  deptv 
sited  II  "  Report  prcsenli-d  on  the  15lh  of  January, 
18S9,  to  the  Sub- Cool missioners  of  Inquiry,  on  the 
questions  addre»cd  to  the  manufacturers  of  Cotton 
Stuffs  by  the  delegates  of  Uiat  branch  of  manu- 
facturing industry,  Messrs.  Talon,  Gaiubu-l>eUure, 
Jacquct,  and  Leioiig."  It  contains,  by  way  of  ap- 
pendix, a  "  Slau-uicnt  of  the  annual  wants  of  a 
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working  man  of  Rouen,  com|>ared   with  the   ■»• 
sources  wbicli  he  can  procure  by  his  labour  during 
the  umc  period."     This  suionrnt  t*  a*  follows  : —  ^d 

*'  Wak«. 

m 

CheeM  or  Hvrrinc  for  hreakfaHt  10                   ^^^H 

A  portion  from  the  gargotlur 

^^1 

^^1 

95  cent,  per  day.  ^H 

SMfr.  TScent.        H 

60                           ■ 

^^m 
^^1 

-^^H 
^^1 

Firr,  oacj'vi/ade  al  fiO  cent,  per 
If  tlio  worknmn  bos  tiro  children 

^^1 

613  fr.  75  ceou^^l 

from  seven  lo  ten  years  old, 
who  earn  but  hide,  and  uften 

^1 

tven  prevent  die  mother  froiu 

^^^1 

working,  tlie  p4>rmi>al  rx|)encc 
of  die  fiilher  is  inc-rcascd  by  at 

^H 

^^            least  oiM'ihird  of  the  total  ex- 
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pence,  with  (he  excvplion  of 

CAadle,  fire,  and  lodging 107      96 


tin 


ToUl  681  fr.  70  cenr. 

if  the  children  are  under  seven 
years  old,  m  thai  ihey  earn 
nothing  Slid  inkc  up  nil  the 
time  of  the  mother,  there  is  a 
further  iaereose  of  expenses  hy 
at  leant  us  mud)  nturv 107      95 


Total 739  fr.  6.5  ceot." 

"  Imcohk. 

"  Tile  usual  wages,  1  fraflc,  75  c^nt,,  amuuni  io 
a  j'ear  to  525  francs,  w  that  the  workman  who  liaa 
otily  himself  to  provide  for  may  have  a  yearly  sur- 
plus of  11  francs.  If  he  has  two  children,  from 
Kven  to  ten  yeara  old,  in  the  ciTx:uiii).ianccB  as- 
Bumed  in  the  above  eiatcment,  there  »  a  deficit  at 
96  fr.  75  cent.  If  be  has  two  children,  under  scveii 
yean  old,  this  defidt  is  increased  to  !i04  fr.  75  cent. 

"  All  these  unavoidable  cxpcncea  are  thoac  of  a 
workman  who  hen  no  inipk-nienta  or  mAtrrials  to 
find.  When  he  has  to  find  a  variety  of  petty  ar> 
Deles,  as  is  ihccase  with  the  weaver,  for  whom  there 
must  further  be  taken  into  accuuni  the  rent  of  a 
place  for  his  loom,  and  the  time  which  he  lows  tu 
carrying  home  his  work,  his  cx)}ciKes  arc  increaaed 
30  cent,  at  least  per  day,  or  00  francs  per  year. 

"  I'iius  every   unmarried  workman  has  in  this 
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cose  a  deficit  of  79  fr.  7S  cent ;  a  fmUicr  fif  two 
children  fruiu  seven  to  ten  ye»n  old  a  deficit  of 
186  fr,  70  ccnl. :  nnd  lastly,  a  faiher  uf  two  children 
under  seven  a  di^cit  of  'JQi  fr.  G&  c^t. 

"  Melancholy  as  the  rciull  of  this  tabic  i«,  wt 
must  further  rLinnrk,  ihitt  wc  have  tet  down  W  oeot. 
for  the  loaf  of  brc-ad,  wIhtcas  it  coMi  S4  ceni, ;  that 
wc  liavc  slated  the  daily  wages  at  1  fr.  75nTil  ,  while 
tliey  amount  ai  most  to  1  fr.  20  cent. — that  we  tuTe 
•uppwcd  the  workniun  to  be  employe*)  all  the  year 
round,  whiln  niiiny  can  find  only  occasional  cDlpluy- 
nicnli  and  a  great  number  none  at  all — that  finally 
our  calculation  applies  solely  to  untuarned  workinen, 
or  such  Qii  huvc  but  two  eliildren.  HitttL-you  niay 
judge,  if  you  ean  without  bhuddcring,  wlioi  must 
be  the  situation  of  a  norkman  who  has  Uirer,  fouff 
five,  or  even  nix  children." 

The  KepoTt  ilien  coiidudeK  thus;  "  Hunioniiy 
ibcrrfon:  retjuircs,  as  the  Gnt  relief  due  to  ibe  !*• 
bouhog  classes,  the  abolition — and  as  speedily  as 
poinUe— of  the  indirect  taxes  and  theodro),  which, 
if  it  is  alMolutety  ivecensary,  may  then  be  impoaed 
on  the  wealthy  clftMcs  without  exception. 

**  In  preteniing  these  painful  reflections,  in  which 
we  have  lieen  a>niiiuntly  guided  hy  an  ardent  de^ra 
for  tile  niiiintenanee  of  order  and  tnuK]uillity,  lei  US 
uke  the  liberty  to  add  :  Happy  will  it  be  if  Ui*  too 
long  fiubsi^tiiig  misery  of  tlie  great  number  docs  oot 
in  tile  end  cull  fonh  dangers  for  ihoce  who  have 
never  ocled  otlierwisc  than  for  their  own  inlercat.** 

Im  ma  once  more  remind  the  reader  that  it  >•  no 
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French  operative,  na  repulilican,  but  members  of 
the  municipal  council,  one  of  whom  is  *iill  adjum-t 
o(  the  mayor,  who  here  lift  up  their  vukrs  in  twhiiif 
(iftlirir  iliXn-VM-d  couiilry  men. 

I  need  tcarcely  remark  thst  §inrc  the  presentation 
of  the  Keport  in  1839, every  thing  has  been  left  ju»t 
in  the  aune  ttntcthat  it  wu.  In  Deutnbvr,  1831, 
M'  L«loiig,  niljunet  of  Ok  iimyor  of  Itoucn,  nml 
one  of  the  inembera  of  the  Bbove-nieiiiioned  coin- 
misuon,  drew  up  a  meuiorial  entitled,  "  Coo- 
sderationK  on  tlic  DiHCreoscH  uf  ceruin  Cla»(»  of 
Workinrn,  particitlnrly  in  the  departmi'tit  nf  ilw 
Lovrer  Seine,"  which  was  likewise  presented  to  the 
municipal  council,  and  is  depo§ited  in  the  archives 
of  die  Mairic  at  lluui-n. 

In  ihiM  Memorial  ib<-  suihor  givct  uble*,  iJiowtng 
thecxpcnces  and  receipts  of  the  faLturywork-iKople, 
of  i)m!  wugi-fl  paid  tlicin  for  the  different  Mjris  of 
work,  and  those  paid  to  weavers,  and  anutlier  exhi- 
biting the  expcnces  and  income  of  one  hundred  work- 
Dicii  in  a  factory  with  n  steam-engine  of  twelve  horse- 
power,  for  six  months  :— 

"  We  ace  by  these  ubies,"  says  the  author,  in  his 
remarks  upon  them,  "  that  lh«  wool-tpinners  are 
better  t^ifl' than  tlie  wenvert'"— the  number  of  wlmni, 
not  oaminf;  suflicicnt  to  maintain  tliemseives,  is  cal- 
culated bjr  M.  Letong  at  60,000.  '*  Nevertheless, 
out  of  100  employed  in  n  fiictory  workcil  hy  agmm- 
cngine  of  twelve  liorsc-puwer,  CO  are  not  abk-  to 
procure  the  most  urgent  necessaries,  as  in  ax  mooibs 
they  are  minus  2094  fr.  74  cenL     The  other  40 
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have,  on  the  other  Imnd,  s  surplus  of  2749  fr.  60 
cent.  But  wc  must  bear  in  niiDd  thai  all  ibcw  are 
suppoM^l  to  be  unniarried,  or  wtdowers  without 
childrrn,  free  from  all  inciimbrtincc, and  having  only 
tbcmsclves  to  provide  for.  If  each  of  them  had  na 
Aged  father,  a  vrifc,  or  daughter,  incapable  of  work, 
one  or  scveml  children,  lu  Mippurt,  hnw  differenl 
would  be  his  situation  '.  I  must  alto  ol>M-rvr,  (hat 
ihtrsr  calculaiions,  already  melancholy  enough,  are 
madi>  from  the  wage*  piiid  in  one  of  our  best  nuinu> 
rucidfii-n  ill  the  city,  find  if  there  arc  others  in  which 
equal  re);iilarity  and  economy  prevwl,  which  have 
as  good  impleiVients,  and  whose  arrHngemrots  arc  as 
perfect,  1  can  afKiin  that  it  is  not  &urpaiscd  by  any. 
Nuonecnn  doubt  thut  ihcwe  circumHtancvs  pcnnil 
the  workman  to  earn  more.  In  those  wlikh  arc  not 
in  iheabo»e  predicameot,  the  number  of  wtHkmrn 
who  cannot  earn  ^ufTicient  to  pay  for  the  m«»t  ur^ 
gent  necennarieti  inuot  inevitably  be  much  greater. 
The  yinallcr  Npiiming-factorica,  the  machinery  of 
which  is  woiljfd  by  hnnt),  by  horsen,  aiid  even  by 
firc-enginca^  nhich  arc  liable  lu  accidents  that  com- 
pel the  work-people  to  ttaiid  still,  number  few  or 
iionc  ihiil  ran  livu  by  the  produce  of  their  labour. 

*'  Individtial  upiimisls  may  ]KThu|Ki  tell  me  that 
all  this  is  not  posaible  ;  thai,  iflhe  {troduoe  of  labour 
is  not  ffmitcr  thim   m  hero  slated,  the  wants  of  the 
workman -ire  likewise  imI  so  considerable,  or  he  muit^i 
hmg  since  have  died  of  hunger  and  mitery.     Tl^| 
tlwM-  I  reply,  that  in  the  expencrs  of  the  workman^l 
I  have  included  Ins  lodging,  wlitcli  l»c  docs  Dot  pay  ; 
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his  clothing,  whidi  lie  doc*  not  renew  once  in  l«o 
jroB/s;  tlic  washing  uf  his  rngn,  which  he  wi-nni  in 
ibcir  dirt ;  that  he  sends  his  childran  into  tliL*  kIfl-vu 
to  beg:  that  h«  hiroKclf,  instuid  of  spending  95  crnl. 
for  hi&  fmx),  livei  u{)on  one  sou's  worth  of  bread  and 
one  of  pulalocM,  and  that  he  get*  his  drink  at  the 
ne«mt  pump. 

*'  Let  nif  then  abk  ihem,  in  my  turn,  if  there  are 
manji  donifHiic  aniniaU  which  work  so  hard  and  oo 
tong,  wliich  arc  to  ill  fed,  so  ill  lodged,  and  if  dkwi 
of  tli«»c  unrortun;4iccri.-atiirvii  niiul  not  cnv^  thoM- 
animalj  the  very  slran  on  which  thi-y  tie?  " 

Thfl  author  then  shows  that  the  consumption  of 
all  the  productions  of  the  country  )ia*  fidkn  ofTwith 
llw;  increnMog  poverty  of  the  working  clustH'it,  and 
strives  to  prove  that  the  merchants  shopkeepers  and 
SgrtcultutiEls,  arc  suffering  from  the  tame  cause. 
He  proves  the  inade<iu3cy  of  workshop*  and  fac- 
tories of  Uneficenw,  and  thus  enncludn  :— 

"  Tho  landed  proprietor*  must  support  the  gt^ 
vernment  in  all  the  measures  that  it  employs  to 
remedy  thi*  evil.  They  are  all  responsible  juinners 
in  a  gmt  concern,  which  i*  ^uRering,  tanguixhitig, 
and  declining :  it  bchow*  ihcm  lltcn  U>  unite  tbcir 
talents,  ibeir  effort*,  and  their  sacrifices,  not  only  lo 
prevent  great  losses,  but  perhaps  to  obviate  a  tns 
Divndous  catastrophe,  which  may  perhaps  advance 
with  redoubled  sfieed  a*  the  evil  iocreaM-*.  Wo  Iv 
Bociety  when,  out  of  ol)!Wqui<iUKi)C!«,  »clf!»hncc»,  or 
want  of  courage,  people  flinch  from  diSicuUtc* ! 
Have  not  means  been  found  to  give  the  cmigrsnia 
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A  ihoUMra]  Diillioos  P  But  who  Iisb  the  bctlrr  neiit 
toclmm  Htich  a  iwcrificc^)i«  wliu  di'l't'odi-il  his  coiin- 
vj  under  ail  cDiprgcncio,  wiihoiut  ever  beirsying  it 
for  gold  aotl  hunouK,  or  Itc  wlto  .... 

'*  Thu  ivnl  of  l)0UM.-s  ii>  ItutKit,  even  in  the  moH 
fnqtieiuctl  qiinrter*.  lins  alntdjr  falleit  one^eigblb  ; 
and  it  will  not  tic  Icing  before  a  likv  decline  lakes 
place  in  tlie  country.  Should  any  one  conceive  my 
■taieoieniB  tn  be  founded  on  error,  let  him  coufulc 
them.  But  lit  me  beg  th«l  Done  would  turn  away 
hi*  eyes  to  spare  liini)«lf  the  puin  of  bt-holdiuj;  tbv 
deplorable  state  of  our  social  position. 

"  If  I  were  a»ked  wK'llker  1  fureMw  what  will 
huppon  if  ihiiifft  are  nufli-rcd  to  go  on  as  they  have 
dotic  for  Mime  lime,  1  would  answer,  without  reaeTvv. 
that  I  think  I  can  foresee  it,  but  I  dare  not  aay 
what  I  see  in  the  future.  I  thaW  only  repeat  ihai 
I  hove  sjKikcn  of  a  vnlrano,  wliteh  may  0|>i-i)  oad 
swjiUon  u|t  thu»c  who  have  tm  furesi^ghl,  unleaa 
France,  the  great  nation,  like  a  man  attatckcd  by 
eo«Buniptio«  or  any  other  inaidiouii  diseaae,  Ian- 
guiabcft,  fall*,  and  dies,  without  a  atruggk.  But 
this  is  not  probablr,  not  possible.  A  coiooMl  giani 
eaonot  perish  like  a  frail,  weak  creature.  Before 
he  expire*,  he  will  uiiistor  all  the  force  of  his  won. 
dcrful  mufck-x,  and  Icove  behind  him  traces  c^hia 
tremendous  Atrength.  Id  cunclucton,  I  say,  *  Sulv« 
the  riddle  of  the  Sphinx,  or  >1h;  will  tear  you  in 
pieccai'*' 

A  tlanling  dcnuDctaiion  ihial  The  futiuv  hen 
appears  before  u*  like  an  awfully  dork  (Jiundtr- 


I 


4 


i 


FACTORY  WOBK.PBOPLB. 


sa8 


cloud,  aitd  tlie  inwrreotiunB  in  Lyom  werw  only  Uir 
fint  fiAsbes  tbit  bunt  from  iu  womb. 

Had  lliU  been  written  by  a  se1f>etylc(]  tr'mnd  of 
tlic  pcopli-,  iie  wuuld  hare  been  calkd  lo  occuutit 
for  it  at  Uic  aKiiitn ;  fur  that  friends  of  ilie  {leciple, 
par  exctUincf,  hove  loo  oflc»  Avovn  llint  itivy  lore 
only  one  part  of  the  people  and  bate  the  rest.  And 
ihU  haired  has  pan^hed  aiid  deairoyed  tl>e  teedi  e«eu 
iIk  good  Med,  which  ibey  lowed,  lor  luvc  alone  is 
fruitful.  And  out  of  love  to  all,  we  ought  to  uk« 
under  our  protection  diose  who  nuffvr,  and  show 
tho»e  wliu  du  nut  sulfur  llitit  we  are  dcfendinj;  tlieir 
own  cause  when  wc  Htrive  to  relieve  the  diilTt«scs  of 
one  eW«  of  the  people,  that  wc  prondo  for  tbo 
future  safety  of  ihc  ricli  by  bciterinft  the  preacnt 
conditioo  of  ihe  poor.  But  to  pretend  to  >ervc  iIm 
latter  tiy  curKiTif;  tlte  fonner  i*  inoulling  huiiunily, 
and  perilling  tts  interects.  TheW,  liowever,  are  not 
the  most  dangerous  enemies  of  the  muting  order  of 
things.  It  bail  more  dangerout  oneo,  namely,  tltotc 
wbu  will  nut  even  ackiiuwieilge  (hat  the  Sphinx  of 
time  has  given  the  prencnt  a  riddle  to  solve.  Tbej 
will  luve  to  repent  llicir  infatuation,  if,  as  the  author 
of  the  above  Meoional  apprehends,  the  Sphinx 
slioiild  Ix-eoiiu.-  a  ravenous  U-oM. 

Since  18^,  however,  the  state  of  the  factory 
work-people  id  Rouen  has  improved.  Superior 
hands  among  iho  wmt-spinners  now  earn  bI>i>u1  fi 
fr.  SO  cent.,  and  though  the  crisis  produced  n  »Ug- 
nation,  the  roanufsclurera  wton  not  lo  have  been 
obliged  —  perhaps  DNked,  as  the  ht*um-clions  in 
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LjoDa  tottdc  a  deep  iinpres&ion,  and  roiiicd  the 
worlcnien  lu  a  sortuf  cunwioUi^Qesaof  ih«irurt:ngth, 
tltcy  did  ii»t  darv — to  reduce  tliv  rdlc  of  wage*,  but 
(Idly  diminislK'il  ttir  work,  whid),  after  ai\,  ooroea 
iK-«rly  to  ilicBunic  point  fur  the  wnrkman.  Tbe  daily 
carniDgB  of  tlie  wtiavcTH,on  theoilwr  liaiid,  arc  upon 
•n  average  from  1  fr.  to  I  fr.  SO  cent.,  >0  thai,  e*en 
when  ihey  have  eunstant  work,  they  mum  be  con- 
tinually in  arrear,  and  live  at  Ok  wnie  time  in  the 
moxt  penurious  manner. 

But,  if  a  momentary  improvement  has  taken  place, 
other  circuni&lanc(.-j  may  arise  tu  morrow,  and  pro- 
duee  changes,  ax  in  1831.  The  wound  it  only 
cicatriccd,  not  healed ;  nay,  it  sectng  as  if  it  were 
only  Bpreadiog  further  and  deeper  beneath  the 
cellar. 

Bui  how  is  it  to  be  tivalvd  ?  Ay,  there  is  thv 
fearful  riddle '.  And  then  our  timid  Iramceopaihic 
age  and  world,  which  recoil  with  fear  and  trembling 
from  every  radical  idea,  every  radical  cure !  Were 
I  aoquniniei!  with  the  means  of  solving  the  riddle, 
and  tu  commun)caie  them,  the  tmrrow- minded  mor- 
tals would  cry  out,  **  Stone  hint  I  the  bluKf>fiemer  !** 
I  shall  ther^-forc  advert  to  only  one,  ami  that  the 
worst  side  of  lliis  evil  —  (he  children.  In  all  the 
manufacluring  cities  and  towns  of  France  have  been 
establtHhed  kcImoI*,  into  which  the  cliildren  of  the 
Work-people  arc  iidniittc<l  gratuitously.  But  this 
measure  has  produced  little  fruit.  I  have  already 
observed,  that  I  doubt  the  mnrnl  benefit  of  nuch 
schools  vi'hcn  the  childreti  arc  obliged  to  work  ibe 
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gmtrr  purl  uf  the  day  in  the  factory,  and  arc  tbcrc 
exposed  to  the  bnitaliiy  of  a  kpinner.  But  the  op- 
porluitity  for  instruction  i>  not  cvtti  crabracetl.  At 
Alarum,  noar  Kouen,  a  manufacturing  village  of 
3000  inhabitants,  there  an.-  wtiuul)  of  tliit  Kind,  and 
only  ihrtf  thildrt-n  of  pcHir  iM-rsont),  and  fifty  uf 
inhal)ilnnt>(  in  t-n»y  ci re tim stances,  attend  thcfi), 
(hough  they  liaw  every  thing  gratis.  The  cauic 
of  this  circumstance,  as  far  as  the  poor  workmen  arc 
concerned,  i»  self-evidont.  They  uurn  only  jniit  tuif- 
(icieiit  to  support  th<-n)nclves,  and  therefore «r«com- 
pellttl  lu  send  their  children, as  soon  as  they  are  strong 
enough,  not  tu  the  school,  but  to  the  fiictory.  These 
earn  there  from  six  to  ten  nous  fur  sixtevii  or  ncven- 
lecn  hours'  work.  Even  this  small  sum  the  parents 
cannot  afford  lo  lose  by  sending  iheir  children  to 
schuol.  The  community — considi-r  thai  this  is  one 
of  the  jKiinta  involved  in  the  riddle  uf  the  i^pliinx— 
might  forbid  children  to  work  longer  than  halfa  day 
in  the  factory,  and  comiK-nMlc  the  family  for  the 
wagesof  (lie  other  half,  for  th<^  hours  which  ilie  child 
pauses  at  sdiuol.  It  would  then  have  time  to  Icam 
wliilc  playing,  to  go  to  the  school  of  life. 

Perhaps  siatesiocn  may  not  relish  this  proposal, 
and  I  am  sIuioai  afraid  that  they  will  noL  Lei 
philanthr(>]>iM»  thtm  unite  and  do  what  must  be 
dofH-,  if  (hey  would  not  Itaw  brutality  combine 
sooner  or  later  with  misery  and  semi-consciuusnesi 
of  il  (o  form  a  rapacious  beast. 

The  greatest  benufacton  of  mankind  are  (be  in- 
ventors of  muchines;  and  the  uiveotor  of  (he  first 
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Bpiiintiig  and  weaving  machioc  ought  at  llic  least  la 
be  inscnLKd  ui>  u  haint  iii  (lie  calendar  of  humanity. 
Thv  Mvsgcs,  tlip  nndcnis,  would  Iutc  inude  him  a 
god,  and  I  know  not  that  1  should  have  taken  anj 
great  oSVncc  ai  the  worshi]!  paid  to  him.  Kverj 
mauuracture  curried  on  by  hands  ia  n  caiKvr  in 
wciet}',  which  »)>rc3ds  and  corrupts  whatever  it 
comes  Dear.  Iklaehioes  are  ttvc  salutary  knife  which 
cuts  it  ouL  This  excision  ia  punful,  like  opera* 
tionft  in  general :  it  ditti^urt-s  the  part  on  which  il 
is  pcrfurnicd ;  and  its  6rst  consequence  usually  is  a 
wound-fever:  but  the  wound  beali,  and  tlie  body 
regains  ita  Ivealth,  So  long  at  nil  factory  lubuur  is 
not  pcrfuruied  by  machine*,  sodcty  will  nut  be 
healthy ;  to  long  as  a  oonsiderahle  number  of  the 
inhabitanta  of  a  country  [lerform  the  service  of 
nuchineH,  that  whole  country  will  fovl  the  vonc^ 
({ucfices;  its  ciiieen.i  will  iM^-utiie  brutaliK-d  ;  ])nrt 
of  them  will  aubM.it  by  the  annihilnliun  of  the 
othi-ns  ami  the  latter  will  found  tbcir  lost  hope  on 
the  de»iruetion  of  the  former. 

Tlie  I'ucHiry  work-|*eii))l«  arc  the  most  imcUTatt 
enemies  of  machines.  The  GrM  spinning  machine 
brought  from  England  to  Uouen  in  1787  was  d^ 
atroyed  by  the  workmen  in  17S9,  and,  whenever  a 
new  machine  waa  imported  and  set  up,  a  fresh  riot 
took  place.  Had  they  boen  but  half  aware  of  thor 
iituation,  tl»y  would  have  presented  a  civic  crown 
to  the  man  who  introduced  it.  But  they  ore  only 
•enitble  that  they  are  themselves  machine*,  nnd 
that  tlicy  arc  partially  rendered  superfluous  by  new 
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one*.  I  cannot  ihiiik  that  I  have  a  banl  heart,  but 
I  verily  bultcw  that,  ir  to-morron-,  nil  fuctory  labour 
wca-  to  be  performed  by  machines,  anJ  b1I  the 
work-people  were  for  u  time  dooiiK-d  lo&lill  greater 
dislreiM  tl).in  iliey  now  liavi-  to  KTUggle  with,  I 
ithould  not  be  more  pained  than  1  am  at  present  i 
for  I  should  dmre  a  poworful  consolBtion  from  the 
idea  that  many  thousands  eould  no  longer  say,  as 
X«ebreton,  who,  though  »  calico-  printer  in  a  factory, 
ha«  continueii  lo  be  a  man  and  made  himself  a 
poctt  sings  in  one  uf  his  compo&iiionfi : 

L#  pen«#e  ■  bri»^  mon  une. 
La  tmall  a  brl»i  mun  corpt. 
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CHAPTER  XXIX. 

AitiMiis :  tbcir  deiln  of  infomaiion — t>actar««  MtablUbM)  Ij  tl>« 
Socirljr  of  Emulation— Spirit  prevailinK  unonf;  the  OlnraliTM 
of  Franca — An(lclpitk>nii — VXCurtt  for  thc<  B^-fotniiiion  «f  J*. 
T«oll«Offeml«ra— Mciirh  Lmromre  uid  Duhamot  otafalUi* 
Sdboot  III  tlia  primiii  of  Rhuvd— FortnKtiMi  of*  SwiMjr  for 
b«Iteting  Uie  cODillUoD  of  jrouQi;  CooHeCa — SucMNcflU  Ba- 
«rtinaf— Vltlt  to  Uia  School — Awful  IJm  tngnfiti  bj  it. 

Thr  nriisniis  of  Roiirii  stand  on  n  much  higher 
step  of  the  BocinI  Ijidder  than  (he  factory  workmen. 
The  revolution  of  July  has  pniduccd  a  most  ex- 
traordinary' eflecl  upon  them.  In  Paris  it  was 
chiefly  thejr  who  decided  tlio  cofiHict,  and  pontons 
of  ihJA  claBK,  cumiiifr  from  the  capital,  difluscd  bv 
thar  narratives  the  spirit  which  had  exciled  them  (o 
action  there.  This  circumstance  haa  upon  ihe 
whole  incrvnKd  their  self-e>tM;m,  and  that  u  a  be- 
nefit ;  fi>r  he  only  has  any  worth  who  values  hitn> 
Belf.  The  prominent  part  taken  by  the  public  preu 
bualsu  pruduoed  itn  effect  A  oonsiderable  num- 
ber of  ihe  nninns  lhr<iUf;hout  all  Franc*  SOOO 
atlachetl  themselves  lo  thv  different  opposiliofWiaod 
thne  di*irilmted  among  them  political  writingo, 
tome  good,  oihcm  bud.  The  univenwl  cnnm-quence 
wu  an  increasing  dewre  to  infonn  ibetntclvcSj  to 
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raid;  snd  thutthesriisansconMiluteat  prnent  the 
majority  of  the  subtacribcrii  u>  nil  ibe  ciM'up  Million) 
of  the  Fnmch  cliufjcs  You  may  be  sure  of  finding 
at  the  lotlgings  of  most  of  (hem  a  lolcrnblc  store  of 
knowledge,  and  a  little  libmry,  containing  llulfon, 
Corneille,  Berangrr,  J.  J.  Riiuiaeau,  Cnurrier,  Ste.  i 
And  whatever  we  may  thinff  of  ocie  or  other  of  theae 
wrirerm  Mill  wc  cnnnol  deny  ihm  the  money  cx- 
{)endetl  on  their  works  in  belter'  laid  out  than  if  It 
were  ipent  as  formerly  at  the  cabarets. 

The  desire  of  information  awakened  in  the  cbatl 
of  artiKana  was  »oon  procluciive  of  t)ii«  effect,  llial 
men  belonging  to  ihe  higher  classes  of  society  felt 
themselves  called  to  gratify  it,  m  far  as  lay  in  their 
power,  Nevi-r  wan  there  yet  nny  want  of  devoted 
beartit,  a*  soon  as  they  were  n-riout^ly  summoned  to 
act  by  the  spirit  of  the  time  and  circumstances. 
Such  WAS  the  caae  here. 

In  1834,  the  Stidi^te  d'Emulation  in  Kouen  pro. 
pooed  to  give  piihtic  oourws  of  lectures  on  com- 
mercial law,  book-keeping,  and  geometry,  and  dis- 
interested friends  of  the  people  came  forward  to 
offer  their  time,  their  labour,  and  ihcir  talents.  In 
the  first  year,  tbe»e  different  li>cture«  were  attended 
by  216  young  tradesmen,  artisans,  and  even  a  few 
factory  luboiirers,  namely,  commcreial  law,  7S»  book- 
kceping,93,  geouKtry,  5S :  and  the  priiet  offered  hj 
the  above-mcnt'ioiied  iwcicty  were  gained  by  a  tin* 
man,  a  shopkeeper,  a  porcelain- worker,  and  a  smith, 
in  cotnmerciid  law;  by  a  porcelain- worker,  a  ahof^ 
keeper*  and  weaver,   in   book-keeping;  and  by  ■ 
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ctoUi'preuer,  two  younf;  iJiopkeepen,  and  a  laai- 
BUiker,  ill  g^-onK'trjr. 

In  thrfullowinftyrar,  1895,  twootlicrcouraMOf 
publtc  lectures  were  institulcd  by  tho  niunicipAl 
council,— on  natural  philosophy  by  M.  Dulxx,  and 
on  chemistry  by  M.  Girnrdin.  I  have  frequently 
attended  the  lc«tum  of  the  liitt«r.  Tlte  Snt  tinw 
1  arrived  as  ilic  clock  was  striking  iwi-lve.  I  had 
reckoned  upon  the  academical  grace  ofn  qiutrier  of 
an  hour,  hul  I  had  miiiciik-ulnlcd.  The  hall  was 
cniniincd;  the  very  Maira  and  wtiMlumvrerf  crowded 
with  auditors,  as  if  lo  catch  the  word*  of  ihe  )e^ 
turcr  in  their  flight.  It  was  literally  my  lot  not  to 
h«Br  any  of  them.  Next  Sunday,  I  went  half  nn 
hour  carlivr,  and  fuund  juM  one  vacant  place.  Full 
four  hundred  artisans,  working  men,  nhoplii'Cpcn, 
and  even  elderly  ciliicens,  were  aiiscinbled,  and  lis- 
tened with  a  devout  atiention,  such  as  I  lind  never 
witnesaed  in  my  own  country  at  the  lectures  of  ihc 
mou  eminent  profesGors. 

The  two  lecturers  on  chemistry  and  nntural  phi- 
loftoptiy  published  their  Sunday  lectures  every 
mek.  Of  M.  Girardin*«  popular chem'uitry  a  thou- 
md  copies  were  printed,  and  by  (he  close  of  the 
year  lt>ere  was  nut  one  to  be  had  :  so  that  the  lec- 
turer, who  certainly  undertook  the  duty  as  a  laboar 
of  love  only,  mode  in  the  end  a  good  upeeulaiion  of 
it.  While  I  was  in  Rouen,  a  new  edition  of  hi* 
chemical  course,  of  3000  copies,  was  in  the  prcM. 
This  tiingle  fact  say*  more  than  any  thing  that  I 
could  add. 
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IndWidual  workmen  and  aniunR  hnvc  been  ena- 
bledt  by  the  instruction  recrivcd  here  to  brltvr  tbeir 
condition  very  luaterially.  A  weaver  has  been  ap- 
pointed imiiluleur  primaire ;  n  calico-printer  has 
•et  up  fur  ninthcmctical  master,  and  as  stich  it 
sought  after  by  the  best  sehools  in  Rouen  :  a  clerk 
in  a  manufactory  has  l>eo>ine,  after  a  brilliant  ex* 
auicution,  »urveyor  of  the  ronda  to  the  (l«|)artment 
of  tlic  Lower  Seine.  I  could  mention  other  in- 
atsnoM  of  the  like  kind,  but  these  may  sufliee. 

In  France  the  desire  for  information  itt  almost 
universal.  Only  furnish  the  workmen  and  ariiMns 
with  an  opportunity  of  learning,  and  ibcy  will 
throng  to  avail  theoiielves  of  it.  Not  long  since, 
one  hundred  and  fifty  working  men  at  Elheof  pr»- 
•onlcd  ■  |)etition  to  the  municipal  council,  praying 
lliat  It  would  make  arraugemems  fur  public  lectures 
on  natural  philosuphy  nnd  chenii»iry  lu  be  held  i 
there,  a*  ihey  wi-rt^  in  Rouen. 

I  became  acquainted  at  Ilinien  with  a  juumev* 
man  printer,  wiio  entered  into  comuipondcnce  with ' 
GuiMt,  while  mininler,  reapecting  the  Sourcn  of 
I'rench  History,  piiblishing  under  his  pnironage, 
and  who  proved  to  him  tliBl  the  wurk  of  un  auttiur— 
1  hare  forgotten  his  namc^inentioned  in  ibc  pro. 
•pcctua  aa  iiK-diied,  had  been  given  to  tlw  public  in 
ibe  works  of  Leibnitz,  u|>on  wliieh  this  author  was 
(truck  out  of  the  Itsi.  Such  an  instance,  indeed,  is 
but  an  exception,  perhaps  an  accident :  on  the 
other  linnd.  ilic  efl'ecla  of  the  engcrncM  of  ih*  la- 
bouring daas  in  Frauce  to  improve  itself  arc  every 
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where  apparent.  The  pcipcra  rcccntl)-  publii^ed  & 
Iccier  fi'om  one  who  had  bei-ii  a  working  aian  to 
Bcraugcr,  and  the  answer  of  the  latter  to  thr  for. 
mer,  who,  ihroiigti  Bcmiif^r's  pocniR,  had  become  • 
aiusician.  a  composer,  and  a  teacher  of  music.  I  have 
already  mentioned  Lcbreton  and  Killwjr.  A  cooper 
in  Dimkirk  han  song  the  ^a  and  irs  olrarcs;  a 
cabuieimakor  ut  Fonluincblcnii  the  fure»i  and  it> 
anc3cnt  trees ;  a  baker  at  Niiuea,  the  ruins  of  Ronuto 
cdiRccH  in  hiji  native  town  ;  and  a  hainlrcucr  at 
A^n,  of  luvc  in  the  tone  of  the  irtmbaduurs. 

A  ntw  life  pervades  the  entire  body  of  French 
operative)!,  and  ihiH  movement  mu«t  ccrtainl)'  have 
wttoe  day  a  contidcruble  iiifluvncv  on  political  af- 
fuira.  Thai  influence  indeed  isalready  active,  am] 
itiaonly  ilicduUeye  which  ii  incapable  of  perceiving 
the  germ  till  it  has  grown  up  into  a  tret  thai  can 
overlook  it.  What  niny  Ik-  ilie  conwqumcrs  ofltiia 
ntetamorphosis  of  one  of  the  nio*t  imporlani  olaaM* 
of  the  people,  it  is  impossible  to  foresee:  all  then 
that  one  can  vet  do  i.i  to  coll  atiLfition  to  the 
matter.  Those  who  conic  uflcr  us  will  poeccu  lh« 
means  of  appreciating  both. 
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We  have  seen  what  a  wretched  life  the  chitdrm 
of  the  faciory  work-people  lend,  lluii  ibey  are 
turned  out  hy  thnr  parents  when  very  young,  that 
thay  work  aa  long  as  they  cun  get  employment,  and 
starve  when  llu're  i*  m>ne  to  be  had.  Without  any 
moral  culiivatjou,  it  would  be  a  wonder  if  a  con* 
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■dmblc  numtwr  of  ihcm  were  noi  broufrht  «n< 
nu«lljr  bi'forc  llic  courts  of  ju&licc,  lo  account  for 
the  offcncea  into  which  (liev  have  bi.-«n  led  by  distras 
and  by  their  mornl  condition. 

From  ihc  year  1832  to  183.%  171  children  n-rra 
wilt  to  the  prison  of  llouen,  the  Itic^tre ;  of  thete 
61  were  born  in  Rouen,  IS  ol  Dieppe,  8  at  Havre, 
0  in  Pari*,  10  nl  Ellx-uf,  aiid  the  other  75  in  dif. 
fcrent  communes.  The  number  is  larf^e  enough ; 
but  it  must  be  eoiifexited  that,  considering  the  de* 
wrripiiunN  given  of  ihc  rtale  of  the  work-)>eople  in 
Rouen,  the  nnly  wonder  is  that  it  ix  no  larger. 

These  young  crtmiaaU  were,  till  a  few  years 
since,  left  to  themselves,  or  rather  to  the  inMruo 
tion*  of  the  adult  prisoners  grown  grey  in  guilt,  as 
they  mill  are  in  most  of  the  prisons  in  Francr. 
When  once  they  had  crossed  the  threshold,  on  ac- 
count perhaps  of  a  theft  committed  frum  distress, 
Of  vagmncy,  their  destiny  wa»  fixed ;  they  wcrt 
oiarke<l  out  for  the  career  of  crime,  which  led  ■ 
great  number  of  them  to  the  (galleys,  between  the 
years  18S6  and  18.'il,  S^  ymiiig  eriininuU  of  this 
kind  were  released  from  the  Bicc-lrc;  137  of  them 
relapsed  into  their  former  courses,  and  50  were  sent 
to  Gaillon,  the  ci-niral  prison  of  the  department  of 
tile  Kure,  nr  to  the  galleys. 

It  is  grievous  to  soc  how  long  systems  universally 
condemned  as  vicious  can  be  allowed  to  sulMtt, 
There  is  scarcely  a  reflecting  per>(>n  in  Fritiicc  who 
has  i>ot  heard  or  read  a  hundred  times  that  it  it  a  real 
cnmo  to  leave  young  oQenders  to  themselves  or  to 
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thffcxatnpleof  practised  villains;  who  doM  not  ktmw 
that  it  i.t  u  duty  incumbent  on  society  lo  kiicimI  to 
these  unfortunate  creAlure*,  and  to  provide  for  their 
futtirc  welfare  by  education  and  habits  of  industry. 
It  is  ncvrrllirleM  Iwt  rarrly,  and  ofily  by  way  of 
exception,  that  nny  thing  is  done  to  lead  thetn  out 
of  tlie  path  of  |;uilt.  If  one  could  survey  the  cniire 
course  pursued  by  the  murderer  til)  be  became  suA- 
cicnily  bardivicd  in  Ruilt  to  raise  the  fatnl  wenpoo, 
we  should  tind  but  too  oflcn,  perhaps  twice  out  of 
three  time*,  ibat  on  society  itwlf  foils  the  responn- 
Inlity  for  that  crime,  on  acoount  of  which  it  at  Im 
inexorably  demands  tlie  life,  or  at  least  the  libertjTt 
of  the  culprit. 

All  this  is  the  more  painful  when  we  see  hov 
little  ts  very  ofleii  nee<lfd  to  nlier,  to  amciKl.  Two 
gentlemen  of  Rooeit,  MeMnt.  Lrcointe  and  I>u. 
haniel,  rumisb  a  striking  proof  of  this  in  regard  to 
juvenile  ofTendcrs.  They  observed  their  dcplomble 
condition,  resolved  to  improve  it,  luid  devoted  a 
portion  of  thdr  time  to  this  purpose.  On  lh«  tn 
of  I-'ebruary,  IBSS,  they  proposed  to  the  gratuitoua 
cantonal  cooitnittee  for  [trimnry  instruction  h 
Rouen  to  estnbltsb  a  school  of  mutuul  instruction  in 
the  Bie&tre;  on  the  SIst  of  the  same  month  it  w«t 
opened,  and  tbuse  two  philaiiihropisis  themselves  un- 
dertook (he  task  of  giving  the  rnptintr  iniiruclion 
lo  the  juvenile  priaoners.  From  that  lime  they  wera 
without  tnlennisfiiow  ilie  directors  of  the  school,  gave 
le«w>ns  fur  ^vvrral  hiiur*  every  day,  and  soon  carried 
ttK4r  plan  for  the  reformation  of  the  yousg  culprit* 
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slill  Tarlhcr.  On  the  ISlh  of  Mny.  1S3S,  ihey  pro* 
posed  to  the  mayor  to  assign  4,000  frmncs  to  tt>e 
■dminisTration  of  the  prison  for  the  purpoK  of 
enabltiliinj;  shoemaker*',  iailor»',  weaver*',  ai>d 
cabinet-makers'  worksho^M.  TIk-  pro]K»al  una 
adopted. 

InstructioD  and  employment  were  the  means  by 
which  ihey  hoped   to   itucure   the   future    welfare  i 
of  their  pn>ti%ifa.      But  it  wiu   not   sufficient   to 
transform  the  young  culprits  in  ih«  prison  into  n>:w 
crejilurca  by  tlicsc  two  levers,  if,  at  iht  expiration 
of  thi-ir  confincmi'nt,  they  were  tu  be  turned  out 
into  the  world  without  protection  or  provision,  and 
loaded  with  the  curse  of  that  prejtidioe  which  re»t.i 
upon  every  one  who  hot  Ikvo  the  ininaie  of  a  pritontJ 
Ufthi»  their  two  ptktroris  sonn  beciiine  thoroughly  sen- 
sible ;  and  so  at  their  instigation  (here  waa  founded, 
on  tlie  26[h  of  December,  183S,  a  "  Soci<^te  [wur  le , 
pairoiiage  de»  jeunc^  libcren,''  which   in  the  firrti 
year  collected  2780  francs,  and  lO.ldt)  till  (he  li 
of  June,  1835. 

Meurs.  Lecointe  and  Duhamel  continued 
!iu])crinlend  the  inMruetion  of  the  boyi  x*  before  | 
and  the  Society  un<lcrtouk  to  provi<lc  places  fnr' 
thctn  after  their  liberalion.  On  these  points  I  shall 
quote  a  few  words  from  the  n'ports  of  this  society. 
In  regard  to  the  flr^i,  we  are  told:  **'rhe  ]HMitioR 
of  the  juveailtf  priioM-m  is  totally  ehanged  within 
these  two  years.  They  have  a  oonsciouioess  uf 
good  and  etil ;  the  instructions  which  ihey  receive 
make  them  acquainted  with  their  duties  lowards 
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God  i  tlicjr  pray  together,  uwl  devoutly  attentt  di- 
viiK.'  worship.  Almost  nil  of  them  cau  n.'«l,  wiite, 
nnJ  i-ipher ;  the  rest  of  their  time  is  devoted  to  ihc 
learning  of  a  trade,  and  aereral  of  these  youths  hava 
been  ptaeed  out  asjourn«yiiiet)  and  ore  earning  their 
living." 

Willi  respi.'Ct  to  ihe  providing  of  plncn  for  the 
olTciHlerB  oil  their  rcleaae,  the  report  of  the  Society 
for  1835  says,  "  The  t«ro>foM  remark — that  young 
criminalii are  more  numero(i»  in  nianufacturing  towns 
than  in  agricultural  ilieirKts,  and  that  grvoter  ino- 
rality  prvvaiU  in  the  Utter — has  led  ut  lo  peivdve 
that  the  young  convicts  on  iheir  liberadon  ougitt  as 
much  as  poaubic  lo  be  en)]ilu}ed  in  agriculture,  that 
ihcy  uiuy  be  the  leu  exposed  to  bad  company,  and 
become  habituated  to  an  industrious  Irfr.  Rut  an 
impediment  tlmt  is  frequently  met  with  prcventrd 
ihe  execution  of  tins  plan. 

"  The  majority  of  thcw  convicts  have  been  froBi 
their  youth  left  to  theinarlvcs ;  they  liave  bad  to 
endure  all  the  conKcquenccs  of  indigene^',  and  ibi-tr 
physical  powers  have  sufTercd.  Vuu  would  be  in 
general  mitudien  if  you  were  lo  estimate  their  aga 
from  their  [M-rsunnl  tippcaraitce.  Olhcrs  prefer  IcH 
laborious  oecupiitiunit,  nnd  wc  are  obliged  lo  giv« 
way  to  tb^r  inclinations  on  this  point,  m  it  would 
not  be  advisable  to  ctiange  their  vocation. 

"  The  |)rvjudi<:c  uhicli  rejects  the  hberaied  coo> 
viciB  is  likewise  deeply  rooted.  How  many  refuaala 
have  we  not  met  with  !  How  many  ore  there  wfao 
iiitcrluin   phiUntliropic  sentiments  in  theory  and 
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deny  them  in  practice  !  This  (Itspoulion,  however, 
liita  nvillivf  suqirUctl  nor  deterrtd  us- 

**  But  if  wc  have  experienced  ruuijp  refusals,  we 
■Duiti  on  the  oUicr  hand,  do  justice  lo  tlie  huiiuine 
dUpoBition  of  tliow  who  have  uccrplcd  our  pro- 
posals. AriiuuiB  liltlc  favoured  by  fortune  vrcn.* 
generous  and  euntiding :  our  convicts,  adniilted  to 
the  doinMitic  hearth,  became  children  of  the  family  ; 
lliey  licrc  found  good  ndvict^,  and  the  beiit  insdruc- 
tion  for  practising  their  mde.  One  of  these  ariiniis 
said  to  us  with  emotion,  *  I  was  myself  a  forlorn 
orphan  without  resources,  A  benevolent  man  took 
fMly  on  my  utuation  g  Iw  geoefx>u<>ly  tauglii  oie  his 
trade,  aud  it  in  no  doubl  owing  to  him  dial  I  have 
become  n  good  citizen  and  a  good  father.  I  will 
nuw  repay  what  he  gave  me.'  He  ha>  kept  liU 
word,  luid  (rained  a  clever  workman,  wboM;  liv<^- 
Ubood  is  secured  and  whoac  conduct  b  exemplary." 

Farther  on  the  report  says,  "  Wherever  it  lias 
been  [M»sible,  wc  have  endenvoun.il  to  re-knit  family 
tic*.  Thus  many  children  liave  been  given  back  to 
their  parvnls,  and  their  |>omUo<i  wxuied  by  means 
of  sueooun  cautiously  granted." 

Thus  instruclion,  work,  the  habitude  of  it,  u 
trade,  and,  aa  far  as  pu&6ihle,  a  secured  livehltood, 
arc  ihe  ineunH  employed  to  give  Inck  the  young 
coDvicis  (o  snciely,  oud  lu  guaril  ihem  agaiiiM  a  re- 
Upsc.  The  reaults  for  a  number  of  years  have 
been  as  follows : — 
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prosavv,  prayer,  wlikli  tiK*  otlwr  bojra  devouiljr 
pronounced  afwr  him.  Tbe  yoiinf[  comtMuwIcr  then 
gave  nrderi  for  Ivaving  th«  dioing-TuoDi,  Hn  lub- 
ordinate*,  the  scrjeants  and  corporala,  repeated  tbe 
word  (if  fomtniind,  Biid  ihc  Uuli^  tniup  left  the  lisll 
in  miliifiry  strp.  In  ihiE  matinvr,  ihcy  marched 
throiifi^  tile  firal  cmurt  into  a  larger,  where  ihey 
drew  lip  Rt  lh«  command  ot  their  kadera.  Here 
each  cnrporiil  examintKl  hii  diviMon,  ascertained 
whether  cloilie*  and  idioca  wi-rv  in  a  good  siat«, 
whether  htinds  and  fixe*  were  duly  woibedt  and 
noted  down  any  rent  in  jacket  or  trowacrs,  and  any 
neglect  of  cleanliness.  At  length  the  enmniander 
ordered  theiii  to  break  their  ranks,  on  which  the  lads 
were  allowed  to  walk  about  in  the  court  for  half  an 
hour,  which  tUrydid  three,  four,  or  five, arm-ia •arm 
logrther.  One  of  the  scrjwnt*,  I'qfficier  du  ^four, 
retained  the  superintendence,  in  ordvr  to  prcveitt 
any  thing  improper. 

I  mwA  eunfeu  lluit  at  the  firat  notnenl  this  mili- 
tnry  system  made  a  dimgrceablc  imprmmm,  ihuugfi 
I  WM  not  disposed  to  find  fault.  I  hitd  Kcen  >omo- 
ihing  of  the  sort  in  private  schools,  and  Iherv  (bund 
this  apish  inimiclcry  as  contemptibte  and  unpracti- 
cal as  poatible.  To  make  military  puppets  nf 
chtlttrcn  is  a  mortal  i>in,  s  rolk  of  the  Napolaon 
mania,  which  is  far  from  being  entirely  banished 
from  Fnioee.  But  here,  in  the  prison,  on  further 
contitderalion,  the  thing  did  not  ap)H»r  so  itnprao- 
licnl.  TIte  fjn-Bier  number  uf  lliear  Ixiyi  were  vaga- 
bauds,  accustomed  to  the  most  disorderly  and  im- 
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guUr  life.  To  hibituate  tbctn  to  order,  regularitjr, 
and  cIvanlinM-t,  it  certainly  one  of  the  iniMil  rlifltcult 
tasks  of  ilicir  ic«chcnt,  and  I  lictii-vc  thut  il  would; 
not  be  easy  for  tbmi  to  devise  any  better  way  of 
MconiplubiDg  this  object  than  to  subject  the  pupils 
lo  slrici  niliinrydi'cipline,  though,  inioiuere9|ieci9f  J 
it  is  cmuiiily  liable  to  objection. 

\M)cn  the  time  Tor  recmttion  wa*  over,  the  rcni-e 
of  the  seijonnl-nrnjorcnllvd  the  cnnvicls  agsiii  into 
rank  and  dW,  sad  tlioy  marched  to  the  school  room. 
I  Dcvd  not  enter  into  tbe  modv  of  proceeding  in  a 
scbool  of  mutual  instruction.  Tho  convicts  liere 
learned  reading,  writing,  and  arithmetic,  and  ft  con- 
^erable  number  of  them  bad  alreudy  arrived  at  n 
degree  of  perfection  in  thcwc  ibrvo  brandtes  of  in- 
struction, which  is  rarely  attained,  and  scarcely  ev&r 
Hurpimed,  in  tbe  lower  schools. 

For  tile  improvement  of  tbein  morals  th«y  rereire 
religious  inslnidion ;  but  the  principol  point,  idler 
all,  coneisu  in  the  duly  admonitions  of  their  phtlun- 
thropic  teachers,  in  employment,  in  the  iiisiructiun 
itself,  inordef,and,U4tly,inthe  gradually-awakening 
oonsciousnes*  thnt  lln-y  an-  no  longer  abandoned  by 
God  and  live  world,  and  in  the  knowledge  of  the 
Micrific«s  thut  worthy  men  are  making  for  tbem. 
The  good  conduct  of  the  convicts  procures  them  tb«': 
different  ranks  of  wrji-ant-niajiir,  M;rjeaiit,  aitd  corw^ 
|K)ral,  by  which  their  youthful  ambilian  is  soon 
kindled,  and  they  are  impelled  to  better  oourfcs. 
Lastly,  itie  Society,  from  time  to  linw,  makes  the 
best,  most  diligent,  and   best-ix'tuived  scbolan  a 
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present  in  money  ofSO  or  S5  rrnncs,  which  u  itpo- 
si(«(l  for  tlicii)  tn  th«  savings'  chc«t. 

BvTore  I  kA  the  prieon,  I  went  with  M.  Duha- 
nwl  to  see  tlie  bruahmaken'  workshops,  wbert;  the 
boys  work  afti-r  lurhool-hours  under  the  direction  of 
a  aia>ter  from  the  city;  for,  of  courec,  the  young 
convicU  arc  kept  as  much  apttrt  as  possible  from  tfa* 
other  prisoners. 

I  mint  own  tliat  I  have  seldom  visited  n  public 
iiistilution  from  which  I  have  carried  home  with  me 
a  feeling  of  such  profound  saii^faction.  It  not  only 
did  toy  hi-art  fjood  to  think  thai  to  many  unfortu- 
nate creatures  were  here  regained  for  tociety,  but 
perhaps,  in  a  still  greater  degree,  that  the  good-will 
of  two  exci-lltnc  m^u  wm  nuSicient  to  produce  ibia 
result.  The  iir»(  »tt.-p  only  i»  diHiculli  and  coMa 
socrilici's ;  lliis  onco  taken,  all  a  oocooipliihed,  and 
the  resl  is  only  n  question  of  earlier  or  later.  Messrs. 
Lecotnteaiid  Duhamel  formed  the  plan  of  bettering 
the  condition  of  llit  young  convicts,  and  becauae 
they  tet  about  the  work  in  good  eaniest  tlieir  cffurts 
were  successful.  They  became  themwlvrs  llio 
leathers  uf  the  prisoners,  and  the  resulu  from  thb 
beginning  fallowed  almost  without  any  exertion. 
Workshops  wen^  estubli»hvd,  and  a  Rocii-iy  in- 
stituted to  proTide  for  the  future  subsistence  uf  the 
la^nvicU.  • 

Thus  all  that  cuuli)  well  be  done  has  been  per> 
formed  for  tlicdepurlnient  of  the  Lower  Seine,  and 
there  needs  but  another  step  to  communicate  tlic 
benefits  of  similar  institutions  to  all  Franca     For 
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this  effect,  indeed,  tlio  powers  of  nn  inclivictual  ore 
inadequate ;  but  wheD  we  sec  th»t  the  Society  for 
the  I'atronagi!  of  Juvenile  Convicts  is  applying  to 
the  government  for  the  erection  of  central  prisons 
for  its  prologcB  througluiui  nil  France,  and  thnt 
tills  application  is  founded  on  the  most  i  neon  (eatable, 
the  mciM  triumphant  results :  if  the  speedy  establish* 
n>ent  of  such  cvnlrat  inntiiulioDk  is  no  longer  duubt- 
ful ;  it  is  the  more  evident  that  a  public  benefit,  if 
but  a  single  individual  >et«  in  good  earnest  about 
eff*ecling  it  in  hU  own  limited  sphere,  will  soon  fbrve 
itself  into  gencnd  notice  and  adoption.  Mark  ihis 
well,  }'C  philanthropists  I 

On  tny  way  hunie,  I  passed  a  factnry.  which  I  hud 
visited  nn  the  precAiliiif;  day,  and  there  a  new  idea 
darted  across  my  mind.  It  was  this :  It  is  evident 
then  that  a  factory  workman  in  Rouen,  if  he  loves 
his  children  and  has  their  welfare  at  heart,  must 
soy  tti  them  :  "  Go  and  slcn) !"  Shucking  I  and  the 
truer  the  more  shocking.  Is  it  not  as  if  man  is 
forced  to  show  his  neighbour  by  deeds  tJiat  he  has 
it  in  Iiin  [K)wer  to  do  hltu  an  injury  lieforc  that 
neighbour  will  give  himself  any  concern  about  him? 
In  Houen,  there  arc  thousands  of  children  of  work* 
ing  people  who  are  turned  adrift  !n  the  uorld  with- 
out  any  inriructiun,  who  share  hungiT  and  cold 
with  their  parents,  whose  Ixxlies  and  suuls  are  alike 
ruined  by  the  most  unnatural  toil  from  their  earlieM 
youth.  Not  a  creature  cares  about  them.  Not 
till  the  moment  tliat  they  become  criminals  does 
the  community  deem  tlKin  worthy  of  notice,  and 
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then  in  general  only  to  subjecL  them  lo  ihc  rigour 
of  the  law,  but  here  in  Itouen — tlianks  lo  th«  in- 
iCTfcrctice  of  the  humane — to  ireat  tliem  kindly, 
to  Jtiuruct  llwin,  la  give  tlicm  a  tracl«,  aiul  lu  pro- 
vide for  Uicii-  fuluro  wdrare.  In  Franco,  you  may 
rroqucnlly  hear  of  persons  who  commit  some  pctiT 
offeocci  tlut  they  may  find  in  priton  a  protection 
from  cold  anil  hunger ;  Dud  if  therfi  iihould  really  be 
en-ctcd  all  over  the  oouoiry  infiitutiontt  for  (he 
biipporl  and  instruction  of  juvenile  ciiminals,  it 
would  be  very  extriuirdinary  if,  by  and  by,  fathers 
did  not  My  to  their  cliildrcii :  "  f  love  you,  and, 
because  I  love  you,  1  dctirc  you  (o  Meat  f 

So  long  as  the  comniunily  ^on  not  Attack  the 
rout  of  the  evil,  su  long  asil  doe6  not  strive,  iiKtead 
of  healing  external  ulcers,  to  purify  the  juices  of 
the  body,  *o  knig  will  it  be  alTtvted  by  local  coa»- 
pUinUof  llutl  kind.  But  from  tin-day  liiatvoctety, 
instead  of  providing  for  juvenile  offender*,  iluill  lake 
under  its  protvclion  the  juvenile  non^offcnderv,  w)mi 
have  the  misfortune  to  be  marked  by  the  (tamp  of 
its  wruih  as  future  pupils  of  criminal  schools,  shall 
instruct  them,  k«-ji  tlivm  to  work,  and  provide  for 
thfir  future  welfare,  from  that  day  criminal  sdiool* 
niurt  be  superfluous.  And  *'  to  tlib  complexion 
must  it  come  at  last." — 'llie  Sphinx  .'  the  Sphinx  ! 
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spirit  of  the  pMplo  0(  Rnuan— Anlli)uity  a(  Uio  C<if  —  Pi«l]i  nf 
iU  Aiii-lcnl  InhkbiUnt*— Sociel;  for  baildiiig  iiiil  fiiii>hl*c 
Chuiehc* —  Pratirniiy  uf  tlio  ImminilatE  Conceptwif  Ltf"*'' 
i>(  *B  AdnkcnM*  Cuion— Prim  tar  Compiuiticvii  do  lliii  Ini- 
in*cul*(i-  Cniii«ptMiii— The  Pri<>leg«  of  8l.  Romiio— Rifbt 
ktiumol  b;  Ibc  Clarcj  lo  uvo  (itt*  opiul  Convicl  cverv  fOr 
— C«t*Bioi)Im  obacrvfll  on  the  ocniion — Pnpiilir  AliimiKo — 
L*  llibliatbt()a«  blooo — Tbc  LoTera'  CktechHRi— CatnhKin  ol 
HiM^mUs  Oir1»— Ooural  ChuwtOT  of  iha  Piopl*  lo  ud 
•roaadBeoM. 


I 


A  iiouftE,  Tour  walls,  a  door,  iwoor  throe  wiuiUiw* 
■nd  R  ruof— ^  tiriMit,  a  iJotibte  row  uf  liuuws — 
neitbcr  more  nor  leu.  And  yei,  only  cast  your 
eyes  on  ihesc  stone  and  woodc»  coffins  of  liw  liviiif;. 
only  strull  through  a  Mrcct,  and  yuo  know,  or  can 
■I  least  gueas  of  what  spirit  the  inoiaies  arc  llw  oll- 
Bpnnf(.  If  Koucn  remindi)  ui  of  the  old  German 
iiiip«ri«l  cilie*.  this  rewemblaoce  is  Qut  nK-nly  cx- 
tamal ;  the  |K-o(>le,  who  ilwdl  nud  still  dwell  in  iImim- 
houtcs,  wlio  traverse  lltoM.*  slreclr,  arc  much  alike  in 
both.  Thespirit  of  oomaierccislhaiof  a  frv«iinpe- 
rialciiy,  which,  after  the  La|>4cufa^-!t,cniiii<il  forget 
ibu  it  once  bclDOged  to  (Ik  great  Gcntiao  Hmim  ; 
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Uiit  uf  CoIogDe>  for  iosunce,  wbidi  a  few  yatrt 
Aticc  cxn-lnl  ilteir  lu  itie  utmosi  to  preveot  ihe  (oM 
of  its  right  of  stAjilc.  The  ciiiacn  of  Rouen  u  a 
^M-vii<an/  loo,  iliougli  ih«  FreucliiDai]  to  gvncfml 
in  no  match  in  ilm  respect  fur  a  burgher  of  Frank- 
furt, Muuid),  or  Vienna.  A  dinner  in  lloucii  is  a 
rval  oifair  of  Blale ;  iiik)  ihm.'i»  in  Uuitcity  a  r^illar 
LTiinnnitig  !.eiison,  durinf^  wliich  all  the  gowipa  of 
buih  Kxes  i^vt  iaviutions  to  one  anodicr.  Thirty 
dishes  for  eight  or  ten  persons,  and  twcnijr-four  for 
desaert,  are  a  mere  hitgaU'lle. 

ColugiK-  wa>  funiK-rly  culled  "  the  Holy  City," 
aod  RoucD,  "  la  Ville  d«  la  Virrg*."  In  Colof^e, 
there  were  as  many  churches  as  days  in  the  ytar; 
in  Kuucn,  jutl  one  hundrt-d  yean  ago,  there  vera 
nxtv-on«  churchvM  and  chapels,  and  forty-eight 
coiivi-nis  of  monks  and  nui».  The  tnhahitam*  of 
Rouen,  like  thcNomuuisingi'nvnil,  ven- extremely 
pious.  We  find  in  ihcir  history  at  every  aU-p 
traces  of  tttcir  cathdic  senliments. 

In  the  middle  of  the  twelfth  century,  an  as9ocia> 
tiun  wii»  fiirnied  at  Churircs  for  building  new 
churches,  and  completing  such  ns  were  begun;  and 
tliis  masonic  fraUfnity  found  in  Normandy  a  more 
conlial  response  than  any  where  else.  In  all 
llic  town*  and  in  every  village  it  met  with  wilting 
helpmnles.  Men  and  women  joined  it,  coofened 
and  cummuiiiculed,  forgave  their  ei>cmie«  and  a»l(vd 
iJi^-ir  furgiveness,  before  they  were  admitted  into  the 
BDCtety.  The  superior  of  the  brotherhood  gB»e 
directions  wliere  they  were  to  work  and  what  they 
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were  to  do.  Aceorxlingly,  gnni  a»d  small,  rich  and 
poor,  male  and  female,  liarncMcd  ihnniclv«e  to  the 
cars,  and,  singing  hymns,  and  rcgaidlcssof  storms 
and  weather,  drew  ihem,  laden  with  stones  and 
limber,  with  which  the  mnwons  and  carpt-ntors 
erected  f^lhic  cUiirrliM,  the  offitprinf;  and  witnesses 
of  ihot  enthusiasm,  the  tombstones  of  Catholicism. 
Thv  arclibishop  gave  his  blessing  to  all  who  jtnncd 
the  ffaiernity,  and  the  people  told  of  miracles 
which  attested  the  (tower  of  this  benediction.  The 
gieapie,  the  great  nia»,  were  still  stanch  believiTs ; 
but  the  more  knowing,  the  masons,  the  masters, 
guessed  already  what  was  to  happen.  And  they 
chiselled  ilieir  doubu  upon  the  cathedral  itself,  in 
those  bold  Ggures  whicli  we  meet  with  in  almost  all 
gothic  chtirdies,  and  which  satirised  the  dissolute 
lives  of  the  monks  anil  nuns. 

This  enthusiasm  was  the  last  flickering  of  the 
flame  which  had  o«ce  given  light  to  the  world,  and 
it  did  not  lost  long  enough  to  finish  the  greater 
number  si  Inst  of  the  larger  edifices,  such  as  the 
cathedrid  of  C\)logne.  and  the  church  of  St.  Ouen 
at  Houen.  But  when  the  work  was  completed,  or 
only  luilf  cimtpleted,  the  people  stood  in  wonder 
before  llie  gigantic  »truclnre»  which  they  h»<I  seen 
rising  from  the  earth  as  if  by  magic^  which  they  had 
themselves  aaristed  to  build.  And  next  day,  no 
longer  roinprchcnding  the  power  which  had  created 
the^e  editict-s,  ihty  related  that  the  devil  luul  built 
Notre  I>amc  in  Paris  and  the  cathedral  of  Cologne. 

The  eomplvtJon  of  the  half  finislKd  gothic  rathe. 
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drsls  has  often  been  under  ditcuisiao.  And  if  tbi» 
were  siill  potoibk,  U  would  be  a  crime  n^nst  th» 
spirit  of  tii»lory,  which  speaks  out  so  plainly  in 
them  in  their  present  stale.  They  were  b  ruin 
before  they  were  finished,  because  the  spirit  which 
had  created  or  imagined  iltvm  was  dead,  before  they 
could  he  compU-ied. 

Another  fraternity  in  Rouen,  which  )ud  brancha 
at  Caen  and  many  other  places  in  Nominndy,  wbs 
that  of  the  IniraaculBte  Conception  of  the  Virgin 
Mary.  The  people  of  Kouen  have  done  n  great  tleal 
to  gain  for  their  city  tJie  name  of"  Villede  laSaintc 
Vicrge,"  Her  image  once  stood  ut  the  corner  of 
every  street,  on  the  outside  of  ctctj-  house ;  and 
many  of  thL'se  iinogM  liave  Hurvived  the  Kevolutioo, 
which,  upon  t)ie  whole,  was  much  Iras  severe  in  ■!> 
persecution  of  suih  figures  than  the  Reformation. 
The  fraternity  of  the  Immaculate  Conceptioa  was 
really  a  society  for  the  ptvpagatitjn  of  t)ie  worship 
of  the  Virgin  Atarj- ;  and  such  was  iu  suecesa  in 
Normandy  thai  her  festival  soon  went  by  no  otbm' 
name  than  "  la  fete  nux  Normamla." 

How  this  fnitemily  origiiialed  it  is  impotable  to 
say,  unless  like  me  you  give  implicit  credit  to  popular 
tradition.  But  in  this  case  that  authority  is  not 
conuilctit.  Some  assert  that  William  tlie  Con- 
querxjT  sent  an  abbot  Hellin  to  IXnmark,  and  that 
he,  Iwviiig  in  a  slorin  ofTi-red  up  n  prayer  on  the 
immaculate  oonce{)tion  to  the  mother  of  God,  was 
saved  by  the  Virgin,  and  iastituted  the  fraternity 
in  honour  of  her.     Others  moinlain  that  a  nameless 
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canon  of  Ruiion  wm  Ut  founder.  The  liiUorVi 
as  ^ivcn  in  tlio  LegewU  dorit  (edit.  ISdl)  is  as 
fullows  :— 

The  pious  canon  pravrd  often  and  fervently  to 
tlic  Virgin  Mar^.  Uut  ibc  good  man  was  of  flcsJi 
and  blood,  and  no  ilic  devil  once  )>lay«d  him  and 
his  ])alrone*s  a  ii-urvj  trick.  He  kindl<^  a  flame 
in  his  bosom,  wliich  made  liim  forgtit.  on  ilu-  other 
side  of  tlic  Seine,  both  iho  eanon  and  Mary,  and 
thv  immaculate  conception,  and  drove  him  into  the 
bed  of  the  handfiiMne  wife  of  a  peasant.  Tlie  mali- 
cious Rend  was  no  doubt  highly  d«lighied.  Having 
conie  to  the  S^nc,  on  his  way  back  to  Rouen,  the 
adulterer  goi  into  a  l»at ;  there  be  again  Ifecame 
tlic  piou»  canon,  and  Ix-gan  prayit;g  his  Worn  to  the 
Virgin.  But  the  devil  was  iDi|iali>ent  tocarry  borne 
bis  plump,  goodly  prey  ;  bo>,  at  the  reverend  man 
was  pronouncing  the  words,  "  Ave  Maria,  gratia 
plena,"  lie  capaiz«d  the  boat,  and  hastened  wiib 
the  soul  of  the  nnncr  thcsliorlest  way  to  hell,  wliere 
he  had  to  suffer  three  days  for  his  pcovadilln.  On 
the  foiirtl),  the  Virgin  Mary  took  pity  on  him,  and 
summoned  the  devil  before  her.  Thu  chnxiicle 
must  have  liad  a  shorthand-writer  al  the  examina- 
tion, fur  the  questions  and  answers  are  given 
verba  tin). 

Atari/.  Why  dosl  ibou  thus  unjustly  afflict  tlie 
•nul  of  our  servant  f 

We  ought  to  have  it,  replied  the  apirit  of  dark- 
not,  because  it  <^m  caught  doi»g  our  works. 

ifiiry.  II  tlie  soul  of  this  canon  ought  to  belong 


880 


ftOUB.1. 


to  the  <)ne  who«c  worlct  It  wa^  doing,  tlieo  it  ought 
to  be  OUT**,  Un  it  was  nciliiig  our  nmiins  when  ye 
seized  it,  and  ye  ara  ibc  more  giultjr  for  liaving 
acted  towanis  us  with  so  lililecon^dcruiioii. 

Now,  it  scums  to  me — and  I  have  siudwd  the 
law — that,  according  to  all  the  principles  of  juris- 
prudence, the  devil  was  in  legitimate  posseMioa: 
but  ev-eii  in  the  utlwr  worli)  it  is  |>erliups  difBcuU 
to  enforcv  miv's  riglit  agaioBt  queens.  Be  ih'is  ■*  it 
may,  the  devil  was  frif^iteiwd  out  of  his  wits,  niid 
scampered  off.  The  Virgin  Mary  then  took  the 
foul  of  ihe  canon  im  her  arm,  and  cariied  it  back 
to  its  botly ;  whereupon  the  Sniie,  in  whicli  the 
corpse  still  lay,  parted,  and  thus  die  cuiwa  was 
enabled  to  walk  dry-shod  to  the  hank.  On  reach- 
ing it,  his  reverence  made  the  following  speech  to 
Mary  ;  whtdi,  as  it  would  lose  much  in  trsnslstionj 
I  gi»e  in  iJie  original  wonis :  "  Mii  trfes  chere  Dame, 
Vierge  tonic  belle,  mi'-rc  trcs  agn^ablu  Av  Jcmjs, 
mon  divin  Mniirr,  que  \ous  rendrois-je  pour  les 
bienfaiu  iQeira9ahleB  dont  vous  Teoex  Je  me  cooi- 
bier  ?  Vous  m'avez  delivre  de  la  gueule  du  Lioa, 
ct  mon  ainc  de  lourntens  ir^  crucU  de  fcufcr.' 
The  Virgin  replied :  *'  Je  vous  prie  dc  ne  pas  tom- 
bcr  dordoavant  dans  Ic  pechi  d'adultorc,  de  pcur 
que  voire  dcrnicre  fin  soil  pire  que  la  premiire.  Je 
roll)  pne  encore  que  dnii*  la  suitt^  vous  c^lelin-i  U 
fete  de  ma  conception  le  8  DvcemUre  et  que  voua 
la  fassiez  it^tebrer  pnrtout.  Amen  ! "  From  lliat 
time  tlie  canon  turned  hermit,  and  wa&  ihe  first  and 
most  zealous  prc^iagalor  of  llic  festival  uf  the  im- 
maculate conn-ption. 
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Pious  as  were  the  brothers  and  sisters  of  thii 
soeiety,  they  built  no  oithcdrals.  'Hioac  days  were 
put.  On  the  contrary,  the  frnternity  wm  turned,  in 
homiur  of  the  imniaculale  conception,  into  a  sort  uf 
ocodcniy,  which  awarded  annual  prises  for  those  who 
bad  beM  sung,  dvM.'ril>cd,  or  di.icouried  on  the  event. 
During  ihe  I.'iilievniury.a  prii:ir,cuni)iilingof  a  palm, 
was  fir»t  offered  for  the  best  poem.  Towards  the 
close  of  the  same  century,  (I49S)  a  second  prile — 
a  lia(  wrealhed  with  laurel — wa^  added.  At  a  later 
period,  the  beat  ballad  gaioed  a  gold  rose,  the  best 
ode  a  silver  looking  glass,  the  best  soimel  a  gold 
ring,  and  the  licst  eiHgnm  a  laurel  wreuih.  Lastly, 
a  Monitieuf  Jean  Bapiisle  Buisin,  Seigneur  dc  Bon- 
nciot  et  Conscillcr  du  Roi,  et  premier  president 
de  la  cour  des  oomptea,  aides  el  finances,  assigned  a 
gold  cross  for  the  best  French  diwourse,  that  should 
last  not  les»  than  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  treating  of 
the  immaculate  conocption.  Nothing  was  to  be  iD- 
troduced  into  it  from  fables  or  poi-iry,  and  the  pniufs 
of  the  circumsianec  witc  to  be  derived  only  from  the 
biblt.*,  ecclenastical  history,  and  lutural  histoiy.  I 
took  a  good  deal  of  ptuiis  in  w-archiiig  for  such  a 
speech,  us  I  should  like  to  see  the  natuml  history 
evidences;  but  my  trouble  was  thrown  away. 

I  have  read  droll  poems  on  this  subject,  which, 
if  they  were  to  be  printed  nuw^a-days  in  Home, 
would  be  regarded  as  at  least  high  ircason  against 
the  Viff^n  Mary,  and  punished  as  such  by  tho 
Christiao  judges  of  ilw  |xipish  capital.  The  devil 
of  irony  peeps  out  of  every  line  of  them. 
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Tlw  pe»])l<r  of  Rotivn,  however,  look  all  that  was 
■aid  for  puro  camcnl;  nod  when,  in  iSSS,  oot:  I'ierre 
Barrus  mode  himself  merry  nbout  tlw  ■inipliciijp  of 
llic  good  fulk,  they  were  furious  «ciic<l  the  driin- 
qucnt,  accused  him  of  btaspbcmv  against  ihv  iin- 
maculate  ccmcepiion  of  the  Virgin  Molhi^r,  and 
burned  tiini  without  mercjr  after  a  short  trial. 

The  clergy  of  llouon  Mved  otaiiy  other  culpriu 
by  the  privilege  of  Si-  Ronijiiri,  olio  cu.\M  the  pri- 
vi/ege  (U  la  fierii,  'i'hi»  nrchbithop,  uhuse  bi^ 
lory  fiwarou  with  niiracles,  went  forth  to  eDOounter 
a  dragon,  which  was  making  great  liaviic  in  the  eti- 
viron*  of  Rouvii,  and,  as  hu  cutiUI  iiot  find  a  prieM 
to  acoumpany  him,  he  look  for  liiti  allendant  a  mur- 
derer under  sentence  of  death.  Itiis  man  strangtcd 
the  formidable  monMcr  witli  the  hiiihop'fi  Mule.  Id 
comminnoraiioti  of  this  miracle,  and  of  the  aid  rc- 
ceivt.'d  by  the  Mint  from  the  criminal,  the  clcrf^  a^ 
sum<-d  (he  ri^ht  of  saving  every  ycnra  delinquent, 
with  the  exception  of  persons  guilty  of  high  trcasoo, 
whom  not  even  a  niiriKte  could  dL-liver. 

A  Mhort  lime  before  Ascension  Day,  three  canocn 
of  the  chapter  went  lo  the  prisons,  hnrtl  ihecoo- 
fcMions  of  all  the  prisoners,  and  wrote  theiik  down. 
On  Ascensiun  Day,  ihey  again  repaired  to  the 
priaona,  to  sec  whether  any  fresh  pritonrrs  hod  ar- 
rived, and  then  went  to  tbc  aMenibled  rha)>ltT  to 
read  their  reports,  after  the  chapter  had  «ung  Vmi 
creator  f/nriltm ;  wlivreiipuo,  it  pn>cv«Icd  to  the 
ohuice  uf  iIh>  criminal  who  wiw  lo  he  pardonetl.  The 
chaplain  of  the  fraternity  of  St.  Jtomain  carried  the 
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name  of  the  favoured  culprit  to  the  parliament, 
which,  aticr  a  K»lemn  mtiuca)  maas,  opened  the 
paftcr  contaioing  the  name)  and  ImuI  it  rend  to  them. 
They  then  went  throu|;l)  llie  proceeding  afresh, 
candemncd  him.  and  informed  him  of  liif  pardon. 
He  wa>  now  delivered  up  to  the  chaplain  of  iltc  fra- 
ternity, who,  accompanied  by  tJie  oouncillora  and  the 
dvic  guard,  led  him  away,  removed  the  diain  from 
h'n  leg!  in  tlic  NtnHt,  and  put  it  into  hi)>  hand,  after 
which  hf  went  with  him  to  St.  Itnmuin'*  chapel. 
The  people  BSBcmblcd  for  the  |H-oce»in»  went 
till  titer  too. 

Meanwhile,  tidings  of  the  coofirmation  of  the 
pardon  were  carried  to  tlie  chapter.  The  bells  of 
the  cathedral  proclaimed  ihi«  conBnuaiion,  on  which 
the  church  wa*  o|)enc<l,  «nd  in  prmetioc  of  the  con- 
grcgation  the  written  confesnoiis  of  all  ttic  pntoners, 
vxcvpting  that  of  the  pardoned  criminal,  were  so- 
lemnly burned.  The  confession  of  the  latter  was 
delivered  to  iiim,  AU  the  relic*  in  the  city  were 
collected,  and,  hvwlcd  by  ()K»e  of  St.  Romain,  borne 
before  the  chapter,  which  went  in  ulcnin  pn*c«sAon, 
preccdctl  bv  th«  archbishop,  to  (ho  chnpri  of  the 
saint.  Mere  the  archbishop  addreut^d  a  discourse 
to  the  pardoned  man,  and,  after  be  had  recited  his 
eonfileor,  laid  his  hands  on  ha  l)c«d,  and  griintc<I  him 
absolution.  He  was  then  conducted  li>  lite  dirioe 
containing  the  relics  of  St.  Homain,  whkh  he  had 
to  lift  up  thrice,  on  vhich.  crowned  with  Howers,  and 
followed  by  the  clergy  and  the  multitude,  be  carried 
it  to  the  principal  diurcb.   Here  mans  was  read,  and 
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the  whole  assembly  then  rcturavd  to  the  chapel 
St.  Uuniain,  where  mau  was  again  tvad,  and  vhere 
a  priest  held  ■  diteoune  lo  l)i<!  pcuple  cooceratDg 
the  criminal,  his  rrime,  his  ))t-niu-nc<.-,  and  his  purdun. 
After  Uiitt  aJdreu,  the  priest,  in  token  of  rvcond- 
liatioo,  banded  a  goblet  of  wine  to  the  pardoiwd 
man,  who  drank  it  off,  and  finally  went  nitb  the 
master  of  itiv  fruteniity  of  St.  Hocuain  to  his  house, 
where  he  supped  and  slepL  Next  day,  he  went 
oDce  mure  to  the  principal  church,  hcBrd  muss  in 
presence  of  llie  BMeuiblLxl  cfijijitcr,  aiuj  confi^&stKl,  on 
which  on  ecclcsiasiic  nd<lreK^-d  another  diaooune  to 
hilt),  and  be  was  formally  disuiinsed. 

It  is  refreshing  lo  meet  the  clergy  in  such  a  career, 
and  the  more  so  as  they  have  been  oftener  actuated 
by  revtnge  than  mercy.  1  have  described  Uiis  cere- 
mony drcumttantially,  lliat  tbu  reader  may  compare 
it  •rilb  the  auto-dn-fi'i  of  Sjuin,  and  u»k  liiruself, 
whether  those  flamrs,  those  shrieks,  and  tliocc 
moans  of  the  victims  can  produce  a  more  powerful^ 
or  rather  a  mow  moiral,  effect  upon  the  people  than 
the  touching  scene  where  a  prirsl  looses  the  chaina 
of  a  privoner,  where  be  prcaenta  bini  lo  the  iuulti> 
tudeas  a  victim  rescued  by  religiuo,  and,  with  tbc 
word  pardon  in  the  mouih  of  the  people,  exhorts  lo 
penitence,  lo  amendment. 

The  whole  ceremony,  moreover,  is  cliaracteriitic 
of  Normandy,  as  the  autu-da>fii  of  Spain.  In  Nor- 
mandy, loo,  victims  of  religious  fanaiiciam  have 
fiillen  in  timn  of  excitement,  when  the  first  ideas  of 
reform  began  to  be  developed,  whco  tlte  t]uarrris 
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between  t)i«  Calvinistx  and  Catholics  led  to  civil 
wtr;  btu  never  could  the  Itiquinition  strike  perma- 
nent root  in  a  soil  in  which  the  tree  of  liberty  stood 
mure  firmly  than  slrooot  any  where  else.  For  this 
reaaon,  the  clerfcy  souglit  and  found  a  different  apfiere 
of  action,  and  went  forth  in  [mieeiuiuu,  nut  to  auto- 
da-fcs  but  to  pardon  a  condeuiued  criminal ;  and 
hence  they  held  a  festival  of  mercy,  not  uf  blood. 

The  faith  of  the  Normans  was  always  mixed  up 
with  a  strong  dose  of  superstition.  You  iK'cd  but 
turn  over  the  law  journals  of  France  for  a  single 
week,  and  you  will  be  sure  to  meet  with  some  Nor- 
man trial  for  witchcraft,  which,  indeed,  does  not  ter- 
minate in  the  buniing  of  the  witches  or  wixards,  but 
only  in  (heir  committiil  to  prtson  as  swindlrrs. 

U  is  in  the  country  that  superstition  more  espe- 
cially prevails.  The  principal,  nay,  frequently  the 
only  books  possessed  by  a  peapant,  are  a  prayer 
book  and  an  ahnanac.  Thc^te  ainianars  arc  of  e* 
sential  utility  tu  enable  one  to  form  a  correct  judg- 
ment of  the  people,  because  they  are  written  in  their 
spirit,  and  correspond  with  their  want*  and  circum- 
stances. A  few  extracts  from  the  "  Almanach  de 
Van  1835,"  printed  in  Uouen,  will  therefore  not  be' 
uninteresting.  It  contains  recipes  and  sayings  for 
every  thing.     It  predicts  the  e^-enu  of  the  year  :-^ 

Dc  St.  1'auI  k  cltir*  jtiarn^* 
NoDB  denote  Hoc  bonne  tnn^; 
S'll  hit  i«E>t  Dam  •oroni  U  pum 
S''l  iwigc  on  pluil  uharit  tar  U  Urr*; 

Si  I'uii  voii  Ion  tfnt  ^f  brooiilUnU 
Moiutllt  <1»  tout**  psn*. 
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tt  then  gives  a  *'  Pro^ostication  perpeluelle, 
compost  par  lea  aocieus  philotoptiex,  comnie  Py- 
thagoras, Joseph  le  Juste,  ct  plusicun  auu«*|" 
showing,  RcooTxliog  as  the  fint  day  of  ihc  year  is 
Sundiiy,  Monday,  &c.  whether  the  year  will  be 
pcosperoiu,  rich,  poor,  warm,  whether  there  will  be 
war  or  peace,  an<l  what  not. 

The  almanac  is  thu  doctor  of  the  people  »— 

Si  to  hit  tint  6e  ton  bni 
Da  nng  Ic  jour  Je  MRttMu, 
II  MM  net  mill  I'knnfa 
Su»  fUvic  (0  tlciulni  uun 
JoMiu'tu  racour  <Jv  I'mii  (irochain. 

And  ag«n  i<^ 

La  jonrde  St.  Oai trade  I'od  *e  f>it  deal 

Fkife  ulgDOT  au  liru  ilrMt. 

CclDi  qua  aJnai  (aira 

Cette  uioto  let  JODI  ctair*  Mm. 

But,  in  spite  of  his  superstition  and  of  hid  belief 
in  the  oracles  of  dice  and  chance,  the  Nonnon  ooii- 
tinues  to  be  Ufwn  the  whole  a  tolerably  practical 
man,  and  usually  retains  a  pretty  good  »tutre  of  what 
the  Frendi  call  bon  sens,  and  wc  common  sense. 
This  the  almanac  attests  in  two  or  three  spcdmens. 

Lever  k  cloq,  diner  t  a«a/, 
Suujivr  k  clnc|,  cimoher  i  nouf, 
FUtM  *l*r«  d'aui  nonknls-naaE. 

Uo  ttiif  d'ODc  bcare  Molciacal, 
Pkiii  <]'«u  jour,  ulMaut  biou  (x^tia, 
Ckur  4*110  so,  foitaoiu  de  dis. 
C«la  bit  fivra  long^wnoiU. 
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Qnl  k  but  lit,  d«dui*  na  dort, 
Q<tl4ban  p*in.dtilui(  nvmon], 
Qui  ■  ia  U«n.  a'to  prend  oonfait, 
Auttol  (•ndm-i-il  qa'U  fal  mort. 

Thi-s  (imctical  Mnsr,  combinod  whti  theben«ra- 

leoce  inxuirar  to  the  Nonnans,  though  frequently 

disguised  beneath  a  repulsive  coldness  of  manner,  I 

have  again  met  with  in  a  song  ^unj^  by  the  little 

ehildrvn  in  the  RtrMts  of  Rouen,  while  at  play,  to 

this  ciTcct  :— 

St.  PluTo,  St.  Simon, 
Oinln  DOtr«  in«i«nn : 
8*ll  J  Tlaot  «n  |AUTre, 
BwllM  11  (lal]  raumons ; 
811 ;  tlont  QD  pelcrin. 
Bail  lei  11  ils  nolro  liai 
S'il  y  »ienl  on  larrnn 
BMliei  It  du  loan!  baion, 
Pi(.i— i— i— 1— I— i. 

In  lb«  lovfK,  the  abovt-niciittoned  altniman  have 
ceased  to  poisess  any  exclusive  authurity ;  still 
there  are  people  enough  there  who  never  give  a 
ir«ator  take  an  cxcuntion  till  ila>y  have  conxultcd 
an  oracle  of  this  kind ;  and  they  frequently  do  the 
some  on  occasion  of  more  imfmnnnt  inatlODi.  Upon 
the  whiile,  however,  their  influence  is  on  ihe  de- 
cline; ttw  hnwlcers  cry  them  in  the  streets  aa  a/- 
manat/u  merveilleuxy  almanacht  mniteua;  &c.  Of 
late  yearSf  too,  the  ]intrii>tic  nlmnnncK,  the  Napo- 
leonic and  republican,  have  gained  the  ascendency 
in  the  towns,  and  found  at  least  partial  encourage^ 
ment  in  lite  country,  so  that  tliey  thrvuteu  in  time 
wholly  to  supcrKde  the  old  one*. 
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The  Nonnan  towna,  and  indeed  the  prorincUI 
towns  in  general,  haw  of  Ute  becoR>e  more  and 
more  French.  French  \cv\lj,  galltatry,  coquetry, 
have  gained  a  firmer  footing  in  Rouen  ilseir.  I 
shall  aitducc  evidence  tu  this  point  also  from  tbe 
popular  literature.  Tliere  were  pultliahed  at  Itouen, 
at  the  beginning  of  this  century,  a  great  number  of 
popular  boiiks,  callod  by  tbo  editor,  M.  Labbey, 
I,a  Bibl'iotMqtie  bUue.  One  of  these  books  was 
entitled  "Catechisinus  des  Amant^,  par  demandes 
et  reponws,  ou  aaat  enteigniivs  les  princi  pales 
maximrs  de  Tamour  ct  le  devoir  d'un  veriuble 
amant."  In  tbe  tint  of  these  dialogues  wc  find 
the  following : — 

She.  Are  you  a  lover  ? 

He.  Ye»,  by  the  favour  of  Cupid. 

She.  What  is  a  lover? 

He.  A  loTcr  is  a  persoo  who,  al\er  be  haa  made 
a  sincere  and  true  deelaratton,  seeks  to  make  binw 
self  be  loved  by  her  whom  be  loves. 

SECOMD  DIALOCDIt. 

S^te.  What  nre  the  sij{ns  nf  a  true  lover? 

He.  Attention,  asuduity,  sioceriiy,  puoctualit/, 
and  billets-doux. 

She.  What  is  sincerity  ? 

He.  A  strict  accordance  between  what  we  say 
and  what  wo  mean. 

She.  What  do  you  understand  by  the  word 
billets-doux  ? 

St.  A  little  compliment   to   writing  which  we 
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smd  to  otir  mMire«a,  wbea  we  caontK  lin<l  aa  op- 
]wrlunity  of  conrvrsing  with  ber.  Sec. 


FOCBTH  DIALOGUE. 


Sfi€.  At  what  age  may  one  \xgin  to  love  ? 
He.  Boys  at  14,  and  girU  at  12,  acconliiig  u> 
they  atv  Turward  for  tli«ir  agv,  tic. 


Firm  DIALOCOE. 

She.  Uuw  many  linds  o\  happincM  are  ihore  in 
love? 

lie.  Seven. 

She.  What  are  (hvy? 

He.  1.  Hn{>|iy  are  the  lovers  who  truly  love,  Ptf ' 
1h-  iloc«  iK»t  feel  ihc  joys  of  lovv  who  i>  but  iiiode- 
ratrly  penetrated  with  it. 

S.  Happy  arc  the  lovcn  who  arc  Urong  and 
hearty,  lor  ilicy  are  loved  the  longer  aad  tlic-  nionc 
highly  esteemed. 

3.  Happy  arc  the  lovcn  who  are  fond  of  Inugh* 
ing,  for  in  love  there  nre  too  frniucnt  ot'cnxion* 
for  grief,  without  nocding  to  be  ill-humoured  be- 
tides. 

4.  Hnppy  are  the  lovers  who  have  etprit,  for 
they  ("njoy  pleasure*  whith  ihe  silly  do  not  feel. 

5.  Happy  are  ihe  lovers  wltu  have  )>ati<-i)i,-v.  for 
il  is  very  dillicuU  to  find  a  iniitrem  who  gr»iits  nl 
the  iirsl  moment  what  the  lover  diVtrrt. 

C.  Happy  are  tho  lovers  who  arc  rich,  for  luv«  m 
pnxligal  of  money. 

7.  Happy  arc  the  lovers   who  have  no  rivals, 
vol..  II.  o 
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far  they  bave  the  fikTOur  o(  thtar   aastresaa   to 
ihenifclvps. 

To  judge  from  this  Gpecimra  of  \he  popular 
literature,  wc  must  conTcss  tliat  the  people  of 
Itouci)  liBve  gradually  bcctMno  Frciichifiet)  i-noiigh. 

Another  of  thcM-  books  is  oallnl,  "  Cntechismus 
dcs  granJi'S  filles  pour  elre  mariiics,  ensemble  mft- 
ticre  d'altirar  les  amanta.*'  I  gubjoin  no  vximct 
From  this. 

QunlioH.  Whit  is  the  tacnoient  tliat  Is  most 
iieccss,ary  for  great  girl*  ? 

Annccr.  Marriage. 

Q.  At  wrlmt  age  ought  the  handtome  lo  bo 
married  ? 

A.  In  general  at  16  or  18. 

Q.  Why  nl  tliatngc? 

A.  For  fear  a  mishap  minlit  bcfal  llietr  honour. 

<2.  But  at  what  age  ought  those  who  are  oot 
bandsome  to  be  married  ? 

A.  The  motnenl  a  yoting  man  iMks  for  th^m. 
they  ought  not  to  U'l  slip  u  good  oppurtiiniiy,  Sic 

In  lhi>  catechism  there  i«  a  rcry  preiiy  litany, 
which  might  be  recommended  to  tlie  fair  sex  in 
other  Catholic  countries. 

Kyric,  I  desire 

Chrisle.  lo  be  married, 

Kyric,  I  pray  all  iIh-  suinia 

Cbristc,  that  it  nay  lake  plan  to-morrow. 

St.  Mary,  every  body  i»  grtiitig  married, 

8t.  Joseph,  what  h»vo  I  dooe? 

St.  Nichola«,  for^t  me  not. 
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St.  Aicdicis,  O  thai  I  had  a  good  huBbaod  i 
St.  Matthias,  that  he  might  fear  God, 
St  John,  that  ]ii>  might  low  mc  dearly, 
St-  Francis,  ihul  he  miglit  be  true  to  mc, 
St.  Andrew,  that  he  might  be  to  my  taste, 
St.  I^dier,  that  he  might  be  industiiout. 
St.  Honuri^  ttmi  hu  iiii^hl  not  be  a  f^mbU-r, 
&l.  Severii),  that  he  might  not  bo  a  drunkard, 
St.  CIrmem,  that  he  might  be  hard-working, 
St.  Nicatse,  that  lie  might  he  kind  lo  in«, 
St.  •Tcwc,  that  he  migitt  give  mc  n  carriage, 
St.  Buoifacc,  that  my  marriage  might  take  pUo* 
SU  AuguKtin,  to-morrotr  morning. 
Prayer.  O  Lord,  who  niadctt  AHwn  of  the  duH 
and  gave»t  Eve  to  him  for  a  helpnuto,  wad  mo, 
if  it  plcaseth  tlie«,  a  good  huBbaiul  I'ur  ray  help* 
mate,  iiot  for  the  uike  of  sinful  hitit,  hut  to  hofiour : 
thee,  and  to  have  diildruu  whv  may  praise  ihM.  | 
Amen. 

Indeed,  it  ia  diflicuU  to  say  whether  all  thU  » 
irony,  or  what  oIm;  it  i»  inlcmled  for.  So  miieli  is 
certain  that  there  wn»  a  time  when  the  fiur  damsels 
of  Kouen  aiudicd  this  calcehism  much  mora  dilt* 
gently  than  the  Napoleon -Catholic  Tltese  books  J 
are  now  nearly  out  of  fashion,  but  you  may  &>on 
eoQvinc«  yuurK-ir  that  the  female* of  Houi'it  huceno 
need  of  ihc  cat«cliisni  quoted  above,  tJiat  they  are 
prepared  for  any  vxaniinBlion,  and  that  tlio  precepts 
JBCulcaled  in  it  have  been  gradually  tranHfu-tetl 
iDtu  the  blood.  Besides,  I  have  do  wish  to  play 
into  the  hands  of  iliote  who  ritupernlc  the  pre* 
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•CTit  Rgr.  Robert  &  magnifiqiu,  in  his  time,  mode 
monlion  of  a^/ima  merelrkum,  and  of  his  cuatoa 
meretrirutn  in  Rouen.  The  thing  th«Q  is  ancicDi, 
and  it  IK  onljr  lh«  Inct,  th«  aitechiiiai,  that  is  ma 
iniiovntion. 

At  prcnont,  it  almost  scoms  n»  if  the  hulies  of 
Ilouen.  and  indeed  the  I'rench  in  general,  were 
hecoining  more  grave.  I  was  at  a  boll)  and 
oh«erve()  that  warcely  ■  Isdy  above  thirty  ytnn 
old  was  dancing.  I  was  Mruck  with  this  circum- 
Mnnce,  and  in  secret  bitterly  reproached  th<:  gentle- 
inen,  hoih  young  aii<)  old.  IX-termined  to  make  b 
ucrifice  and  to  shame  tliem,  I  lutkrd  n  very  hand- 
some nomiin  of  thirty-two  to  dance  ;  hut  slic  assured 
inc  tlinl  »hc  wafi  obliged  to  decline  my  intitation, 
having  givrn  up  dancinj;  Iwcxuvc  the  vaa  too  old. 
^Vhen  I  expressed  my  Hir]>rise  at  this  to  a  friend, 
he  eoolly  replied)  "Not  granHcs  dames  sont  des 
Ifffueulft,  as  an  honest  peaaani  would  say."  It 
wotdd  bo  diflicult  to  tmnvlalv  the  won],  which 
eigoilies  mmh  tlic  snuic  as :  "  Tliey  would  hke  well 
enough,  but — " 

Hut  it  is  time  to  cloac  (he  picftclinga,  and  to  sum 
lip.  The  people  in  and  around  Rouen,  like  moat  af 
lh«  Nofmiins,  were  once  extremely  devout.  Some 
ofthcm  arc  still  wi ;  at  l«Ml,  tltcy  luive  not  lost  all 
faith  :  in  tliii  ca»e,  they  arc  supcntitous,  put  con- 
fidence in  chnnoc  and  luck,  seek  ctMtnael  from  that 
wh«D  their  understanding  is  at  fault,  poMOM  iMver— 
tbcleia  A  due  hharc  of  common  sense,  hnrl  and 
feeling,  oro  dispoMd  to  mirth,  and   fond  of  the 
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plenBures  of  the  laWc  and  tlie  bcitlle.  Time  hai,| 
opeiiinl  their  eyes  upoii  niuij'  poinu,  and  ()iey  are 
graduiill/  n'ltmiiii«)itng  what  is  amiqiiiitn),  sml 
betaking  thcmsclvos  to  ihc  new  paiholic  almanav. 
Though  the  grands*  dames  occasiunally  act  the 
prude  and  will  not  dance,  yet  the  unmarried  scarcely 
need  the  Calechi.tin  of  Love,  for  they  know  it  hy 
hrurt,  and  teach  and  Icitm  tltc  truths  which  it  con- 
taiiiB  in  the  ^ote  mututlie  of  thdr  elder  sisterx  and 
brathera. 
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CHAPTER  XXXI. 

Hlitor;  of  Itoaen  knd  of  NonuDdr  In  gonanl— Atrodti«aoI 
tha  Fr«nhi«h  Si>v«i«i|[n*— Pr«<l*^nilo  uid  BranckiU»— Mut- 
dot  of  PntetMtoa,  uchbiihap  uf  Bouim— The  CartDvii^WM 
— Suu  of  th*  pMpU  kt  Ihc  Umo  of  ibo  lansloit  of  Um  Nar> 
m&Dii— Chi  racier  of  the  lovMler*— DMign*  of  LoimilXliilrw- 
mor  upon  Komuiilf — loflncnce  of  Ihe  Korrn**  liutitalians — 
Inturraction  of  th*  PtaMDUy—CoDijuaMof  EngtuMl — loBareoa 
of  th*t  Eront  on  Nonnuidf— lli  *tat«  nniler  Iha  SucnMon 
of  Williun  tfa*  ConqaiitDr — Normtodj  beaWDM  k  French  Pro* 
flnoe — Righto  ftnd  Prttileget  of  Rouen  coDfinncil  tothaO^. 

Im  Hnrre  you  need  but  loolc  «t  the  hoium  (o  be 
convinced  that  the  town  has  no  history,  though  iu 
liiitorians  mny  do  so  to  prove  the  very  reverie.  In 
Rouen,  from  the  fint  rooinent  that  we  begin  to 
thread  our  wny  through  the  narrow  strevt*,  it  coo* 
trary  feclinjj  i)prviid<-*  ihv  mind  ;  and  at  every  step 
wc  are  detaiiutl  by  a  liousc,  a  church,  a  brukcn 
Hone  introduced  into  the  wall  of  a  new  building, 
which  remind  uh  of  other  times,  uiher  cuxtotns  and 
other  ways  of  tliinktng.  In  the  caihitlrtil,  we  arv 
met  hy  ihe  MhmlvR  of  the  Norman  dukes  and  the 
nnce  powerful  archbishops  of  Rouen ;  the  I'ataco  of 
JuKtice  reminds  uh  of  the  Echitjuk-r  of  Nortnandjr, 
and  of  tlie  Germanic  law-tiiuiiutions  in  whidi  tt 
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originated  :  yon  fountain  is  the  moDunent  of  the 
PuM.-lli.-,  who  here  reoi-tvn)  tltc  fire-baptiwn  of  ber 
giMtni-M;  and  &1I  (hose  Itouws  procliiim  tltc  cn- 
trgy  and  tnanlincss  of  the  ntiztns  of  Rouen,  ami 
tell  how  iliej-  had  the  spirit  to  preserve  their  iode. 
pendeticc,  l-viii  in  op|)o«ii)on  to  their  pHiiceii. 

The  hiflory  of  Rouen,  the  reprc-wntiitivc  of  tlic 
Noriuna  baurgeoitie,  around  nliivh  tlic  history  of 
tba  whole  country  revolves,  is  lost  in  the  hoary  an- 
tiquity of  tradition.  The  name  of  Roihoinagut, 
which  it  bore  in  the  time  of  the  Rontaiis,  and  wlitcli 
no  doubt  sounded  barbarous  ctiougli  to  Roman 
can,  attests  tliat  before  iliey  were  masters  of  Gaul 
it  was  a  place  worth  naming.  Scholars  squabbU: 
about  the  origin  of  this  name ;  but  the  Church  do- 
i-i<kil  tliat  it  WIN  derived  from  the  idol  Hoih,  and 
sang  for  above  n  thou»and  yvsns  Extirpalo  JiolAo 
idoto,  though  it  is  now  placed  almost  beyond  doubt 
that  ntitlier  god  nor  idol  of  the  name  of  Koth  ever 
exist«x]  there. 

It  is  not  till  the  time  of  the  Franks  that  the  an- 
nals of  Boucn  become  mure  inlerrsting,  as  part  of 
the  bloody  (Iraiua  in  which  Brunchildc  and  l'*redc- 
gonde  were  theprincipal  heroinen  vras  acted  here. 

The  Roman  maritime  provinoea  of  Gaul,  to  which 
bclongrd  the  country  nfterwanlH  callut  NormaiKly, 
dbook  off  the  yoke  of  Koine  at  the  beginning  uf  ihe 
finh  century,  and  managed  till  the  conclusion  of  the 
•ame  century  to  maintain  thnr  freedom  and  inde- 
pendence under  diiefi  of  their  own  choice.  Clovit 
At  length  cMMjuered  the  oountiy,  wliicb,  under  his 
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tuccessorat  witnessed  a  series  of  crimes  in  llie  famtlj 
of  its  rulers,  sucb  as  can  scarcely  he  paralleled  in 
tl)c  history  of  any  niiiion  or  any  ag«.  Of  thctc 
^stfxtcilics,  Li<|uct,  tlio  hislorifln  of  Normamly,  pre- 
Fwnts  a  hideous  summary.  "  The  hintory  of  this 
period,"  h«  says,  "  is  full  of  murders  and  dnujjbter. 
If  you  would  see  one  limtber  strangle  another,  « 
son  stab  bis  father,  a  father  murder  his  son,  a  hus- 
band kill  his  wife,  the  eonqucror  his  vanquished  for, 
and  throw  him,  his  wire,  and  hi>  children,  into  ■ 
well ;  a  king  of  the  Franks  (Tbierry)  invite  a  kii^ 
of  ihe  Tliuringiuns,  (Ilerinanfruy)  to  a  consultation, 
and  hurl  him  from  the  top  of  his  cattle;  a  falhcT 
order  bis  son  to  be  burned  alive ;  monks  attetnpt  to 
assassinate  tlteir  bt»ho|>3  in  the  nijj^it;  bishujwdcw 
posed  in  the  asMrnibled  coutKil  for  aduliery  aiwl 
murder;  women  resort  sometimes  to  the  da^er,  at 
ulherN  to  poison,  in  order  to  rid  themselves  of  a  dis- 
graced husband  or  a  dungmnis  c^piMtetit — if  you 
would  sec  n  picture  of  these  and  many  more  crimes, 
you  need  but  turn  over  ibc  annals  of  ibc  Franks 
from  Clovis  to  ('harlrmajrne.  In  reading  the  ac- 
counlsof  these  cruellies,  ciiormilic*,  and  murders, 
you  fancy  that  you  arc  wading  in  blood,  and  expect 
at  every  slep  to  stumble  over  a  corpse." 

In  the  history  of  Kouen,  the  character  of  this 
period  is  portrayed  to  the  life.  Chilpcric,  king  of 
Neustria,  married  Fredegonde.  after  he  had  caused 
hi*  find  wife,  Galxuinde,  to  lie  put  to  death.  Sige- 
Iwrt,  his  brolher,  and  huK)>Aiid  of  Brunebilde,  Gal- 
Ruiudc's  sister,  woa  urced  by  his  wife  to  revenge  the 
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death  of  hit  sister-in-law ;  and  after  he  had  defeated 
lii»  brother  in  battle  and  driven  him  from  place  to^ 
place,  the  latter  and  his  wife  could  dwifte  no  better 
vay  of  saving  and  revenging  llK-mtclvvs  than  tiaaau 
sinalion.  Queen  Frcdegoncic  Mtimmoncd  two  of 
her  pngcH  inio  her  picscnc^-,  and  said  lo  them  :  "  Go 
to  Sigebert ;  pretend  that  ye  are  come  to  Join  him, 
and  watch  for  an  opportunity  to  kill  him.  I  will 
load  you  and  your's  with  honours  when  you  return. 
Should  yv  iK-riith,  I  will  ilii'tJ-ibute  abuadiuice  of 
alms  for  you  at  the  shrines  of  tha  aunts."  This 
was  enough.  The  poisoned  dogger,  which  tlia 
queen  delivered  lo  the  murderers,  pierced  Sigebert, 
juM  at  the  moment  when  be  was  proclaimed  king 
of  Ncuslria. 

firunehilde,  aller  the  death  of  her  husband,  was 
banished  to  Rouen,  lierc  Chilpcric's  son  saw  his 
aunt,  fell  in  love  with  her,  and  they  were  married  by 
Prciextatus,  bitliop  of  Kouen.  The  revei^  of 
Fndsgondc  and  Ctiilpcric  overtook  them.  Both 
hastened  to  Kouen,  enticed  sisicr-in-Uw  and  son 
outof  the  church  in  which  they  had  taken  sanctuary, 
cuusmI  tlie  latter  to  be-  put  to  dealfa,  deposed  the 
bishop,  and  M^iit  him  into  exile.  Seven  years  after* 
wards,  Cliilperic  was  murdered  in  his  turn,  and  Pre* 
tcxtatuo,  after  the  people  of  Rouen  had  expelled 
Mdanoe,  his  successor,  was  reiosutcd  in  his  dig- 
nity. Fredegondc  now  came  to  Rouen,  lo  pas*  her 
widowhooi)  itiere.  Her  revenge  was  not  appeased. 
PrctextatUB  was  subbed  at  the  nllur  by  assasoins, 
while  not  one  of  the  as«cniblcd  [Hir^t*  hod  tlie 
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eaungc  to  bulen  to  his  Mstttanoc,  end  thus  to  excite 
the  displeasure  of  the  Icing's  widow.  One  dUzcn  of 
Rouen  only  durst  aocune  her  and  nil  her  to  Account : 
•  poisoned  bowl  vra»  hi»  reward.  She  hnd  ihc 
k<udacity  to  visit  ihc  dying  bishop,  to  see  vhetlier 
the  wound  wsB  mortat,  and  ho  said  to  her :  '*  Who 
could  have  cotninilted  this  crime  but  one  who  tiaa 
murdered  kingH,  and  so  often  s[Hlt  ioiMceu 
blood  !  I  ebnll  die,  and  thou,  llw  uitlior  of  the 
crime,  shslt  be  cursed  from  ngc  to  sge,  and  my 
blood  bboll  be  upon  thy  bead."  llis  prcdicuon  was 
fulfilled. 

Thc«e  events  in  Koueii  charocterixe  tttc  whok 
epoch  of  the  foundation  nf  the  Franki^li  dominion 
in  Gaul.  When  one  surveys  all  these  crimes  and 
cruelties  renewed  from  day  to  day,  aitd  propagated 
from  generation  to  generation,  one  ask*  in  aatODiih- 
meiit  wliat  can  be  ibt;  nKini)  eauttc  of  ihem,  and  the 
answer  generally  is,  that  ihey  were  owing  to  the 
rudenets  of  the  |M.-o|>lt-,  i^oraoce,  and  the  want  of 
ciTilization.  Bui  tliii)  nnswer  is  in  conlradictiun  lo 
history.  A  few  centuries  earlier,  such  deeds  among 
ihe  Germans,  who  then  were  assuredly  less  po- 
lished, less  civiliiced,  and  among  the  Pranks  in  par- 
tieular,  would  have  excited  the  abhorrence  of  the 
whole  nation ;  for.  at  the  lime  when  such  erenta 
were  occurring  in  France,  nothing  of  the  kind  was 
taking  place  an>ong  the  Germans  living  in  Gcr^ 
many.  A  few  ceutuncs  oftcrwards,  we  see  similar 
plienoniena  recurring  in  Italy,  and  at  s  stUl  later  pe- 
riudin  Russia,  where  great  ad  vances  had  already  been 
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Bade  ID  milizatinn  ;  but  in  nil  these  countnc*  such 
plunORirBB  «])pi-arfd  at  b  moment  wlieo  th«  inlcnial 
dreumstonom  of  the  Stale  were  nearly  the  same. 

The  andeot  Germaos  recognixcd  only  the  ge> 
nerol  iiitere«t,  tn  which  all  private  interest*  were 
aubortlinalc.  The  individual  was  lust  in  tlie  taasa. 
In  war  ajooe  tbc^-  acknowledged  the  supremacy  of 
one  msD,  Inceuant  hoslilitie*  accudomcd  them 
more  and  more  to  thi>  aclcnuwledgmcul,  and  ihua 
we  soon  *ec  sovereign  rnmilics  arising.  They  were 
virtually  kings,  but  the  idea  of  royalty  bad  not 
pcneimied  into  the  masa  of  tlie  peojiie  any  Dkure 
than  into  those  WTcreign  families  tlieinselves ;  and 
thus  pcuplc  and  kings  oonsidcrcd  thv  interests  of 
sovereigns  as  mere  family  interests  their  wors  as 
mere  family  quarrels,  in  which  tlic  people  look  part 
ID  general  fixmi  habit  alone,  or  from  a  love  of  war, 
or  ftir  the  ^ke  of  l>uiiiy.  Qiiarrcl.t  between  the 
ruling  families  wen-  in  the  regulnr  courtw  of  things 
confined  to  those  families,  and  tbc  importaooe  of 
the  interests  at  stake  accounts  in  some  measure  for 
the  atrocity  of  the  means  employed  in  defence  of 
them,  because  tbcy  leti  more  speedily  and  more 
surely  to  tl>e  proposed  eitd. 

On  the  overthrow  of  tite  republics  in  Italy,  this 
phenomenon  recurs  hptwecn  the  Ihmilies  claiming 
tlie  sovereignty ;  and  in  the  North  our  forefailtcfs 
witocMed  the  like  spectacle,  because  tbc  |icoplc 
tlicfx;  were  not  yet  pi-nctnited  wilh  the  i<Ica  of 
royalty.  At  soon  as  this  idea  had  taken  linn  liold 
of  the  people  and  tbc  rulers,  those  crimes  disap> 
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.pcarctl,  oral  leant  became  exccjilions;  snd  w«  m 
ftub««]ticnily  another  epoch,  the  rcrerae  of  tb* 
furmer,  in  which  sorereigns,  great  ut  irell  as  mimJI, 
laid  waste  cotmlries  and  towns,  wbitjcver  tJioj-  had 
U  clinpiitc  (o  Keltic.  And,  horrible  as  vox  the  lime 
in  which  wc  me«t  witli  the  bloody  spectres  of  a 
Brunehilde  and  a  Fre<)cgon<te,  the  htstorieiil  in- 
quirer, while  p<*ruMng  the  wcnu  of  the  tweinb  and 
thirteenth  centuries,  might  bo  templed  to  wish  it 
back  again,  at  leo^t  on  this  particular  account. 

Hour  liltle  the  idea  of  royalty  had  at  that  ItHM' 
Inken  root  among  the  people  it  »howii  by  the  depn* 
Hiion  of  the  Mororinginns  and  the  etcTation  of  ibe 
rarlovtngiaa  line.  A  family  had  found  meant  to 
to  augment  iis  power  and  consequence  as  soon  to 
be  able  to  counterpoise  ihc  ruling  family.  The 
preponderance  once  gained,  the  weaker  of  the  two 
.was  obliged  to'yield  lo  the  stronger.  But  Chnrla- 
'niagnc  VM  (he  tir»t  ihiit  laid  the  foumtntinn -Mone 
of  royalty  in  France  and  GenDany.  This,  how- 
ever, could  not  be  done  but  at  the  expense  of  tbe 
Germanic  principle.  Among  the  GemioiM,  the  en- 
tire Btat«  reposed  upon  the  poj>ular  courts,  which 
were  the  only  legislative,  judktal,  and  cxectttive 
authority.  Charlemagne'f  wars  and  the  iricka  of 
bis  counis  turned  this  right  into  an  oppnituve 
burden  for  the  )ieo[>let  ami  thus  he  was  soon 
enabled  to  undermine  this  buHis  of  the  Germanic 
tn:>tilu lions,  ami  to  deliver  up  the  courU  to  judges 
ajipointed  by  the  king.  The  shudc  uf  Koine  con. 
(jucred  the  greaievi  )iefx>  of  Germany,  and  WM 
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destinei]  iticncrforward  to  hoW  Germany  it»clf  in 
iulij«ction.  The  people  and  ihcir  coii^litutiati  wcro 
lifted  rrarn  their  bingea,  and  had  no  intrinsic  »up- 
pon  till  the  fundan»-ntal  idea  of  Charles  had  gained 
a  footing.  Hence  the  moral  weoknen,  afier  hia 
death,  of  the  once  oiightf  kingdom  of  the  Franks ; 
hcTirn  the  indolence  and  degeneracy  of  those  same 
Franks,  who  luid  an  recently  sub<lucd  the  bravest 
of  the  brave  Germans— the  Saxons.  'Ilie  inno* 
vatioiin  of  Charlrmagne  were  a  peiriiiire  revolution ; 
and  their  ncccsMiry  conscquenco  was  that,  under 
the  new  order  of  things,  every  on©  sought  a  place 
for  himwlf,  in  whicli  he  could  acquire  other  righu 
iiulead  of  tho«c  which  he  had  lost.  Hence  the 
Mifiafancss  of  the  great,  and  their  vtciM,  and  lltcir 
crimen;  hence,  too,  the  indifference  of  the  people 
to  all  that  happened ;  hena-,  finally,  their  moral 
tor|x>r,  which  opened  to  the  Nonnuns  the  way  into 
the  heart  of  Fmnre. 

It  is  not  requisite  to  state  how  this  change 
operated;  a  descendant  of  Cbarlrmngnc's,  Cliarles 
the  Hald,  dispenseA  me  frum  that  task.  He  de- 
scribed the  state  of  the  country  in  lite  following 
teme,  at  a  council  held  at  Piucs  (PiMi«),  fire 
leagues  from  Kouen :  '*  Foreignen  consume  our 
country  beforv  our  fnces ;  tlic  devostalioru  of  the 
enemy  turn  il  into  a  desert;  the  inhabitant*  are 
slaughtered  and  dispersed  ;  the  churches  and  lawns 
ere  converted  into  ruins ;  the  bodies  of  our  holy  in- 
tcrreMor*  are  torn  fmni  their  graves ;  the  tervante 
of  the  Lord  arc  driven  from  their  asylums, 
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becanaewe  hare  opened  our  lic&rtslotbc  dpvil;  hc- 
cauac  ire  have  n^nt  from  our  Boub  the  blosooms  and 
fruits  of  laith,  hopo,  charity,  and  «I)  the  otJier  vir- 
toea;  beicaiist  ire  hare  tlain  ouraelrea  with  th« 
Bword  of  un ;  tkccsu»c  we  glow  in  tbe  fire  of  avaricr, 
rapadty,  enry,  u<)ultcry,nDd  other  crimes,  tioa  aolom 
per  naltiralem  K^tim,  m-cI  etintn  prr  u^oni  qui  C«t 
contra  nnluram;  becjiise  vie  do  not  vrithitaml  tlw 
attacka  of  the  Evil  One:  because  wc  sell  junticw, 
and  it  it  not  to  be  obtained  but  by  means  of 
pre*cnt»." 

It  ntay  be  assumed  with  tolershle  cenainiy  that 
the  clergy  had  prompted  this  speech  of  Ctiarlc*  the 
Bald's;  but.niyaical  as  it  is,  still  it  b  clear CDOOgh 
to  portrny  the  Miilc  uf  the  country.  Whut  he  my* 
in  regard  to  jii&ticc  only  tendt  to  ooa&rm  tl>e  rieva 
expressed  abore. 

The  more  the  seed  deposited  in  tlie  ground  bjr 
Charlemagne  developed  iuelf,  the  more  plainly  it 
bowed  the  nature  of  tlic  fruit  that  it  would  pnv 
*.  "  Royalty,  »ink  into  coDlempt" — one  might 
ratlier  say,  not  liaving  yet  been  transfused  inlu  the 
oooitilulion  of  the  people  — "  was  but  a  title  without 
power  in  tlic  luind  of  a  tiuin  without  mind.  Uad«r 
Charles  the  Simple,  who  wn»un  the  point  of  mvting 
a  duke  of  Noroiandy,  the  great  could  withMit  diffi- 
culty render  an  authority,  which  tiad  previoualy 
been  perMHuil  and  temporary,  heredilury  in  ibeir 
families.  Tlic  lords  of  the  sccood  daa  joined  with< 
out  obstruction  the  banner  of  the  leader  whom  they 
preferred  to  tlie  olhcrj.  Hence  tliat  mul[tlud«'Df 
des{K>i»,  who  treat  as  tbcir  equal  him  who  si)Duld 
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Ih^  ihrir  HOTerei^,  nml  wliono  )cin;^Inni  at  th«  end 
of  [lie  lentil  cciilury  mtglit  be  Mid  to  bo  confinnl  to 
the  town  ofLaon.  Hence  iliat  ambition,  ihit  dis- 
order, that  hatred,  nnd  those  intestine  wars;  ihoae 
acts  of  violence,  Uic  only  medium  of  compaBung 
objecu ;  and  nil  those  crimn  wliich  were  mm  of 
impunity.  In  vain  did  twelve  prclateE,  and  amonf; 
them  the  bishop  of  Itouen,  strive  to  remedy  these 
eviln.  Their  attempt  had  no  other  result  than  to 
furnish  strikinf;  evidence  of  the  incorrigibility  of  the 
clergy,  and  the  weakncs*  of  the  king.  '  Wc  are 
iMshopt,'  Biu<]  ihcy,  *  but  we  by  no  mean*  peribrm 
our  duties  as  such.  We  nvg^evt  our  vocation  as 
preachers.  TheflockftcocnmiUedtoourcare  fortake 
God  :  iliey  do  wimt  ih  wrun>r  U-fure  our  face*,  and 
wc  tay  nutliing.  If  a  n.-i)rDofdii  pleading  to  thcw  rude 
minds  escapes  as.  tb«iy  turn  against  us  ihc  words 
applied  by  our  Lord  to  the  Pharisees,  and  say, 
'They  biml  opprvMive  burdcnii  on  the  slxiulders 
of  men,  but  will  not  stir  a  finger  to  remove  them.' 
The  church  of  God  is  going  to  ruin  through  onr 
ulence.  Where  are  tlje  sinners  whom  we  have 
converted  ?■"• 

Charlemagne  luid  i»liiically  onnihiUlcd  the  people. 
The  above-quotnl  voices  of  the  times  descrilK*  the 
state  of  the  nobles  and  the  clergy.  Al  this  moment, 
tlie  Normans  mndc  their  appcamnce,  and  tlw  country 
fell  a  prey  to  tliem  bcenuM!  tlivrc  wu  no  lunger  a 
people  to  oppose  llicir  invanons.  Wiilioui  taking 
this  Mate  of  the  country  into  coDsideraiion,  it  is  ubso- 
hitely  impoiaihle  to  conceive  bow  a  few  thousand 
*  Llqa«t  I.  6<.— Condi FnoLap,  L«lb«  «t  CoMwt,  t.  n.  col.SSS. 
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norllicm  pirates  could  tmverse  unmolesled  and  loy 
waste  thf  kingilum  of  tlic  Frank*;  for  though  tlie 
former  nrrro  very  brave,  still  ttic  Pranks  lutil  shown 
ufWn  enough  that  in  this  respect  they  were  Dot  in- 
ferior to  any  natioa,  that  ihcy  had  no  oeed  to  fear 
tlic  Moors,  the  terror  of  the  Soulli,  any  more  than 
the  Saxons,  who  were  the  scourge  of  the  North. 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  m^apitulale  the  eveou 
of  the  wars  of  the  Normans  with  the  Franks.     Ths 
reader  may  lind  them  in  vvery  hixtoriBn,  and  Ihcrv 
>ce  )mw  sc[)nrate  {nuTtics  tint  arrived,  plundered  on 
tlieir  own  nmvcmcnt,  and  returned  home  witii  thor 
booty :  how  that  booty  enticed  fresh  invaders,  lUl  at 
length,  Rulio,  a  Norwegian,  with  a  force  cotnpowd 
chiefly  of  Danes,  landed  in  Normandy,  and  aoon 
forced  the   king   of  France   to  conclude  a  peace 
(tlial  of  Claire  d'Epte,  in  912)  by  which  Nornuidr 
was  ceded  to  him  by  France  as  an  imlejicmtcnt 
dueby,  on  eo«K)itiu(i  d*  his  eaibradng  tlic  C'firistian 
religion.      Whether,  or  in  what  form,   Rollo  did 
homage  to  the  king  of  Prance,  is  a  disputed  point 
with  historical  inquirers ;  and  the  niujoriiy  roganl 
the  accounts  given  in  the  chronicles  to  which  I  havo 
alluded  in  another  place  as  mere  fables.     At  any 
rate,  this  is  one  of  those  fables  which  describe  the 
acting  persons,  and  which,  even  if  invented  by  the 
people,  are  of  great  interest  to  the  historical  student, 
who  wislies  to  appreciate  a  ^ven  period  of  time. 
For  the  rest,  all  these  particular  circumstances  are 
of  less  eoosequenoe  in  themselves  tbaa  as  eSceta  of 
the  imniigratioa  of  llie  Normans  into  France  upon 
the  inilitutions  of  the  country  and  tbo  state  of  the 
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people.  I  iul>join  n  few  words  concerning  the 
civiliiation  of  ihc  Normans  at  tl>e  period  of  thvir 
arrival  in  France. 

All  tlie  chronicles  of  llw;  lime,  with  rare  cxci'p- 
ttODs,  speak  of  the  Normnnsas  rude,  savage,  pugnn- 
cioiis,  biwid thirsty  barharians.  These  iiivndcri  hod 
DO  hislurians,  for  their  busineiis  viaa  figlitiiig,  and  so 
they  left  their  enemies  to  describe  them.  Much  must 
ho  charged  (o  this  account.  Uut,  no  dotiht,  they 
really  were  terrible  in  war.  For  many  centuries  after 
tfaem,  the  law  of  the  conqueror  was  invariably 
written  with  blood.  But,  on  closer  examination, 
it  sppcnrs  that,  in  regard  to  civilisalion  al  least,  tlio 
Normans  were  no:  behind  the  roass  of  those  whom 
they  Bubdued,  and  that,  in  regard  to  morality,  man- 
linvitt,  and  a  sense  of  ju«ltce  and  duly,  they  were 
far  before  thorn.  The  andcnt  popular  songs  and 
traditions  of  the  Normans  need  nt>t  nhrink  from  a 
compariMin  with  any  thing  that  the  IxtMnrd  litera- 
ture of  the  half  Romanised  French  has  produced. 
We  see,  moreover,  from  these  stories  theraselveii, 
that  poetry,  esteemed  by  the  great,  was  cuUivated 
by  the  whole  nation  ;  that  wouien  were  more  highly 
respected  than  in  any  other  country;  that  (he 
Scalds  were  held  in  repute;  and,  lastly,  that  baths 
were  as  common  among  (he  Normans  as  among  the 
people  of  Konic  and  Asia;  that  nliunduncc  and 
luxury  prevailed  at  their  feasts;  that  (hey  under- 
stood the  art  of  decorating  their  ship«  and  their 
weajMXia,  without  being  on  that  account  the  less 
daring  and  valiant.  All  thes«  drcumsuncc*  bc- 
Bpcalc  an  advance  in  civilisation,  which  one  would 
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not  expect  to  fiod  among  a  people  uf  whom  tbe 
chronicles  Dev«r  speak  but  as  of  wild  beasts  and  the 
pestilvncc. 

But  whnt  tells  far  more  than  all  this,  is  the  state 
of  tbioga  that  very  Boon  followed  the  concluHon  of 
the  peace  in  Normandy.  Itollo  did  not  sheath  his 
SK-ord  —  it  lieatmt:  ihc  sword  uf  justJoe.  On  ilm 
point  (here  is  a  popular  story,  to  which  1  ban 
already  ndvcrtr*].  iliat  of  (he  brjioclet  in  the  wood 
of  Roumare,  which  speaks  more  plainly  than  the 
testimony  of  contemporary  writers.  Tbeae  wriieni 
beftidu,  agree  ttiat,  immediately  after  the  pcaer, 
llollo&itd  his  Normnns  gkvt  themselves  laws,  which 
protected  person  and  property,  and  ibut  they  knew 
how  to  nuuntain  ihcm  in  alt  iheir  force.  The  New- 
mans tlienisdvcs  reboilt  (be  towns  wbicJi  they  pre- 
viouiily  thought  it  hehovetl  tbnti  to  destroy;  and 
the  hufibandnmn  at  his  plough,  tlw  citiun  In  bis 
workshop,  could  feorles^y  follow  tbeir  reopecliw 
oocupattons. 

If,  finally,  wc  compare  the  state  of  Fnince  in  the 
centuries  immediately  succeeding  tite  Conquest  with 
that  of  Normandy,  the  result  is  still  more  important ; 
for  while  cltaos  reignod  supreme  in  the  former,  in 
Nonnandy,  law,  justi^,  civ'disation,  liA«l  tbeir 
beads  so  high  that  the  Normans  very  soon  became 
theiu-l)i[ersof'ibede«tinyof  France,  and  had  strength 
left  iR-iiidcs  to  show  in  Iluly,  in  Gnxtx,  and  in  Bng- 
land,  how  far  they  surpassed  other  nations  in  )>oli^ 
and  valour :  till  at  Icngtli  they  gave,  by  moans  uf 
their  iruuvers  and  of  diivolry,  a  new  direction  to 
literature  as  vrcU  as  to  the  mihtaiy  art. 
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The  history  of  Roaeo  furnishes  a  proof  that  the 
people  very  soon  began  to  liod  thcmsckes  gtuncn 
by  the  invatiion  of  the  Normitns.  Scarcely  thirty 
years  after  the  pence  of  Claire  d'Epie  (in  948), 
after  Hollo's  ion,  William  Longsword,  hod  been  tnur> 
dered  by  Amuld,dukoorFlHii(lcni,  Liwis  d'Outre- 
incr,  king  of  France,  repaired  to  Roucii,  oik)  took 
under  his  care  Richard,  the  son  of  William,  who  was 
yet  a  minor.  The  jK-oplc,  regarding  this  proceeding 
as  a  stralagcm  of  the  king's  to  secure  the  person  of 
the  young  duke,  and  to  keep  him  prisoner,  ussem* 
bled  in  the  streets,  and  rose  in  a  mtas  in  bchaif  of 
their  prince.  The  iiuurreclion  assumed  every  nm- 
ment  n  more  threatening  aspect.  The  armed  muU 
Utude  at  length  prcporcd  to  attack  thi>  house  where 
the  king  resided,  and  lo  set  the  duke  at  liliorty  by 
fivoe.  The  king  was  obliged  to  take  the  boy  in  hit 
■rms,  to  show  him  to  tlie  concourse  of  people,  and 
to  assure  them  tliat  it  was  far  from  his  iotentioa  to 
do  any  hann  to  tlic  tliike,  llint  he  only  wiilted  to 
keep  him  near  himself,  that  he  might  girc  him  such 
an  education  m  would  render  him  worthy  to  rule 
tl)c  Normans.  The  groat  majority  of  those  men 
had  wiinesM-d,a«  boys,  the  invasion  of  the  Normans, 
or  had  heard  at  least,  when  young,  the  stories  told 
by  thnr  fathers  oonceniin^  them.  And  it  wu  thew 
who  6tood  up  for  their  Norman  duke.  'ITie  people 
consisted  chiefly  of  descendants  from  the  Gauls  and 
Pnuiks,  imd  ihey  threntcncd  the  (lesccndiint  of  the 
kings  who  had  reigned  over  their  forefuthers.  Th* 
conduct  of  the  Normans,  and  the  innovations  intro- 
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ducod  I)}'  them,  mutt}  to  judge  fraoi  tli»  single  cir- 
cumbtaiice,  liavo  Ima  of  6ucl)  a  nature  as  to  make 
ihi!  pi'ojilc  forget  their  history,  their  doscrnl,  aof! 
ihi-ir  former  ayniiuiihies;  and  this  is  the  strwogest 
evid«uce  that  mi  be  udduccd  in  favour  of  the  ooo- 
queror!^ 

Louis  d'Outretner  had  merely  yielded  to  the  «♦- 
hcmedoe  vt  the  people ;  he  bad  no  notion  of  missing 
Buc'h  an  opporlimity  of  rC'Uniling  Nunnandy  with 
hiit  (luminioiii>.  He  soon  forgot  htn  prooiiiv,  t-nicml 
Normandy  with  an  army,  and  psrtiBlly  enforced  a 
momentary  &ubmi!«ioii.  A  Oanish  auxiliary  fnrce, 
and  the  escape  of  Ri<:hard  from  hU  captivity,  de< 
rangct)  his  plans.  He  vm*  ohIi'rMi  to  reliri.-  before 
the  acvr  corners.  Here  we  Sj^ain  m-c  tlic  people  of 
Rouen  actively  bestirring  tliein&clves,  and  ttking 
prisoner  the  king  of  France  {Qi4)  when  be  entered 
titeir  city  on  his  retreat ;  which  Hcenis  to  prove  thai 
tlie  first  inviirreclion  was  more  tluui  a  mere  poiung 
excitement.  This  is  re-ndered  still  more  evident, 
when  we  read  in  the  historical  works  of  the  times 
that,  at  the  etilry  of  Richitrd  into  Koucn,  the  people 
thronged  in  such  mulliludrs  to  meet  him,  that  the 
clergy,  when  they  had  reached  the  extremity  of  tb« 
suburb,  irere  jircvented  by  the  conoourw  from  ap* 
pruuching  the  duke.  The  uiboequent  uege  of 
Itouen  by  I^uii,  Olho,  em|>erur  of  GertnaDy,  and 
Arnold  of  Flanders,  did  tM>t  List  lung  eiiuugli  lo  put 
tlie  attachment  of  the  people  to  a  decisivo  lett,  and 
merely  uRorded  occa&iun  to  the  NormaiiS,  when  the 
bcsi<-gcrs  were  withdrawing  ovenitghtt  to  di^tlay 
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their  vnlmir ;  for  they  allsckcd  and  killed  &  grc«t 
numlxT  of  thfin  nl  a  place  called  Hou^nare,  from 
thv  hlood  spilt  there  on  that  day,  and  iheii  pursued 
them  as  Tar  as  the  temtwry  of  Amivnt. 

The  eSecUuf  the  laws  and  instiluiions  of  llic  Nor- 
mans nlways  mnnifc^trd  thcmsclvcB  as  promoiinfr 
thv  intcrrsts  nf  the  coiinlry  ;  and  though  many 
things,  especially  the  increasing  demoruliaation  of 
ihcclergj-,  opposed  lti«  develojiment  oftltow  effettt, 
yet  (he  sitiile  of  the  country  was,  in  a  [loliiical  re- 
sptX'l,  iHTonsbly  ahtnd  of  that  of  all  t)ic  Rirmiinding 
provinces.  '*  During  the  tenth  century,"  tayt 
Liquet.  "  the  religious  position  of  Normandy  wa» 
nearly  the  same  as  that  of  other  counlricn,  l>ecauM 
it  wan  not  without  difliculty  Uiat  tti«  Ancient  faith 
succeeded  in  subdniug  the  new  generation  ;  th« 
political  poMlion.  on  the  contrary,  was  dilTcrcnl, 
because  tiie  new  generation,  pos^-uors  ihraugli  the 
ConqueM,  independent  by  rational  instinct,  suo- 
ncdcd  in  tpinttiin(;  the  Milniating  form  of  govern, 
mcni,  and  in  founding  ordvr  every  wIk-ic  in  th« 
plnec  of  anarchy." 

The  operatiofl  of  the  Germanic  principlii  was  dc' 
ftined  to  show  ilwlf  in  a  wav  dan^rnus  to  the  con- 
(|uerors,  who,  like  all  conquerors,  formed  an  arislo> 
cracy*  In  tbe  lowna,  tho  viclon  und  tlie  ram|uUhed 
btcaiDe  more  and  more  blended  by  daily  intercourse. 
The  citiien*  piirttci[>ated  in  their  way  in  the  Nor- 
man institution',  and  both  parlies  soon  forgot  who 
wat  the  conqueror  and  who  the  eon<)uered.  In  llie 
oouniry,  this  fu«ion  lot^  pWe  more  alowly.  There 
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the  peasantry  fonnnl  a  distiDcl  class,  in  many  n* 
spec-u  without  law,  subject  lo  and  (lopcnilcnl  on  the 
invndcrnristocrncy.  Bultlic  iiifliicnccoCthat  wliidi 
met  tile  eye  of  every  pcBfiant  wlien  he  came  to  die 
cilji  the  iDdependenoe  of  the  citizens  and  tJioir  fitv- 
dom,  could  not  be  without  cRcct;  nml  liimoc  it  wm 
thm  the  Norman  [lea^anta  vrcre  the  first  iu  Biin^ 
who  claimed  the  riglitA  of  man,  wliilv  iIkmc  of  all 
otlicr  couniriai  were  (till  tlie  witling  serf*  or  their 
lords. 

A  century  had  not  elapsed  from  the  settlcmant 
ofihe  northern  invaders,  before  Normandy  *riiiii>Mcd 
the  dnt  insurrL-ction  of  the  pcMantrr.     Tn  several 
counties,  the  villagers  awM-mblcd,  and  resolved  to 
throw  off  the  yoke  of  thfir  lords,  and  in  future  to 
obey  only  such  laws  as  ihcy  bbould  impose  on  Uieni- 
»clvv:i.     Knch  village  chone  two  di^putiea,  to  ditcusa 
in  a  fTcncrsl  assembly  the  proposid*  of  individual 
villages,  and  lo  adopt  such  rendulioos  as  they  should 
deoni  right   uikI  proper,     fn  this  proceeding,  the 
loids  di!MX>vercd  manirL>st  high  treaiton  ;  and  Hauul, 
uncl«  of  duke  Richard  II.,  was  comntaioiKil  to 
chostiietheinHurgt'nls.     He  fell  u|ion  thcaiaembly, 
catued  several  ol'thv  (U-jmtii-s  lu  be  bumrd  alive, 
while  the  others  had  tlwir  Itamls  and   feet,  their  j 
ooecA  and  ears,  cut  oS',  and  their  eyet  |iut  ou(,  lu 
make  them,  according  to  tlie  exprwiton  of  the  hia- 
lorien  ot  that  lime,  "  unlit  for  any  thing." 

In  Germany,  Moiilar  cruelties,  pntctiMKl  after  the 
wars  of  the  peasants,  arc  accounted  for  on  iltc  prin- 
ciple of  retaliation  for  atrocities  cofumittcd  by  tlw 
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pw*ants  Uietnwlve*.  In  Normnncljr,  the  nobles  liira 
no  «uc])  cxcutic  ;  ind,  iodecd,  any  where  eUe  h 
would  be  suppffiuoiis,  as  l\ie  lords  would  nuMt  U* 
surcdiy  luive  acicd  prcvi»cly  in  the  umc  manner 
without  it.  A  ravenous  beast,  which  breaks  iu 
chain  and  tears  its  mosicr  in  pieces,  is  caught  and 
chained  up  Ofjain.  Hut  ii  &lave,  a  M-rf,  whu  merely 
bursts,  or  strives  to  burst,  hU  fetters  to  become  a 
inait^  oh  !  that  is  a  totally  dilTcrent  affair,  and 
demands  tlic  initrHeroncc  of  the  cxoculioner. 

Some  years  afterwards,  a  similar  insurrection  took 
place  in  BrFtagne,  which  had  also  been  partially 
conquered  by  the  Normans ;  and  there,  too,  a  con- 
test ensued  between  tlic  peasants  ami  the  ttirda, 
whkh  was  decided  tn  favour  nf  the  htltur.  The 
spirit  that  called  forth  these  insurrections,  however, 
was  not  subdued  ;  and,  not  long  nt'lerwards,  we  lind 
mention  made,  in  the  history  of  Normandy,  of  com- 
raut>c«  of  frve  peasants. 

Lrt  iteople  ihitik  bk  they  pleaw  of  revoludons  and 
insurrections  of  {ica*;inls,  it  must  be  admitted  that 
they  are  invariably,  more  or  lees,  a  consequence  of 
the  advanced  civiliBation  of  the  iiKurgeDt& ;  for  they 
are  attributable  only  to  ttie  aroused  fe^-ling  of  iiide- 
pendoncc.  to  the  oonsciousDces  of  rights  which  men 
think  themselves  authorised  to  claim,  and  which 
tbey  have  the  courage  to  deniaod  —  evidences  these 
of  an  advance  tuwiurdx  intellectual  aiul  civil  matu- 
rity, though  the  fniit  may  Iw  precocious. 

These  insurrections  are  indireclly  of  importance 
for  the  history  of  Nonnandy.     tii  the  sources,  men- 
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don  is  rarely  aifule  of  tlic  Icgiitliuivo  right  of  tb«^y 
free  Nannans ;  on  the  other  hand,  this  iiisurrectioa^l 
of  pcasonu,  in  which  the  fierfs  claimed  tliut  right,  ^1 
■ttnU  thnl  it  was  ptMoeicecl  by  the  rreemen,  far  we 
may  bo  prrlty  lurc  tluu  tlic  fonDrr  dcniandrd  no 
more  than  tliey  saw  every  (by  in  tlw  paaarmiua  aC 
otberv. 

It  wouUi  be  wunderrii)  if,  in  a  eouiitry  vrlivra  th« 
]W3Nint«  alrendy  bc^nn  to  think  ond  lu  rvr)  their  im- 
portance, the  other  classes  too  hod  not  endeavinirvd 
to  open  fur  themseWcs  a  more  UDrestrided  carrer. 
The  insurrection  of  peasanu  and  principles  nf  re- 
formiiiit'Q  were  destined  tobecoiitemiwranraua,  and 
to  gu  liand  in  hiii>d,  ut  in  Germany.  Ami  thus  mv 
lee  thai,  nearly  about  the  aamc  time  (sinee  lOUO), 
the  Norman  clergj'  sought  to  prove  U>e  diMolubtliiy 
of  CDarriagi'tt  from  the  Bible,  that  icna^>»  were  dc- 
ittroyc<)  in  ehurclm,  that  the  i>eocMity  of  tithes  fur 
salvation  was  doubted :  that,  lastly,  the  prweooa 
of  Christ  in  the  host  was  questioned;  (hat  ersa 
bishops  bmoehed  this  quesliun,  aod  so  forced  Duh* 
Itietunl  II.  to  threaten  them  with  depusitton  from 
thi-ir  dignity-  Thwe  things  occurred  in  Normandy 
five  hundred  years  ix-forc  Luther ;  they  |>rovc  mueh 
more  tliati  any  reasoning  the  moral  state  of  tha 
country  and  the  influence  of  the  Germanic  priridpl*. 

We  now  arrive  at  a  phcoomenou  which  alTonled 
llie  iivMl  striking  evidence  of  the  |>i)litical  energy  at 
the  coimiry.  Tin-  conqueiit  of  l^ngUnd  by  William, 
the  sVTcntli  duke  of  Normandy,  aoarcdy  onv  hut»- 
dred  and  fifty  yean  after  Rullo  landed  as  a  prats  i 
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France,  b  not  to  be  nccouniM)  for,  if  even  all  poa- 
nbk-  justice  is  done  to  the  genius  of  the  Conqueror. 
bul  by  ilie  moral  tupcriority  of  ific  Normans  over 
the  Anglo-Saxons.  If  there  is  any  one  whom  all 
this  tloes  not  suffice,  let  him  recollect  that,  at  the 
moment  when  Normandy  had  lo  complete  and  tu 
Jt.-ft'nd  this  conqiiect,  at  u  time  when  a  German 
en)pcn>r  was  ubiigeil  to  npi>eur  barefoot  before  the 
pope  and  bc^  his  abxuluiion,  William  dared  forbid 
his  clergy  all  correspondence  with  nume,  curlail 
their  jurisdiclifm,  prohibit  eseommuoieation  with- 
out his  previous  permission,  and  at  (he  same  lime 
keep  the  nobility  wiibin  bounds  by  ibe  GotTs 
peace  and  the  pe»plc  by  the  taw  of  muvre-feu  ;  and 
iluit,  in  tiie  enfurcemeni  of  these  measures,  adopted 
with  the  conM-ni  of  the  slates,  he  could  always 
reckon  upon  llw  support  of  the  majority  of  his 
subjeciH,  while  in  other  countries  the  lightnings  of 
the  church  shattered  crowns,  and  the  power  of 
the  nobles  oppressed  the  people  and  undermined 
thrones. 

Till-'  cnnt|uest  of  Etifjland  jjavo  the  history  of 
Normandy  n  different  direction.  The  moral  uad 
political  stale  of  the  country  had  raised  its  dukes  lo 
a  c(>«se<|iienee  wholly  disproportionate  U>  the  exunt 
of  their  dominions.  Ail  Francv  wn  imtnediaiely 
under  their  supremacy ;  and  as  soon  as  Hugh  Capet 
had  secured  the  Duke  of  Normandy,  he  saw  a  way 
opened  for  him  to  the  throne  of  France.  Tbt  no- 
cieoi  propensity  of  the  Normans  to  emigration  and 
conquest  continued  to  impel  them  tu  seek  a  5elJ  for 
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their  activity  out  of  their  own  country,  tlic  moawot 
there  was  nothing  left  for  them  to  do  at  borne. 
July,  Sidly,  and  Greece  succumbed  to  Kparaie 
buids  of  Norman  kniglits.  Ttie  moml  energy  of 
the  countrvt  iliis  fondness  for  emtgratioo,  advcii' 
lures,  aud  conquests,  vould  certainly  sooner  or  Utc 
have  made  the  Nornisn  dulcet  kings  of  France,  if 
such  another  ciioch  had  supervened  as  that  wba 
Richard  I.  placed  the  crown  on  tJie  ttead  of  bit 
friend,  (lugh  Cnpct.  The  conqucU  of  JBngtand  as- 
signed to  ihcm  a  diSi-Tent  fidd. 

On  the  conquest  of  ICagland,  Normandy  become 
a  province  of  that  kingdom.  Civil  dbsensiotts  in 
ICngtand,  the  divided  inlL-rctts  of  tlie  nobility,  at 
once  Norman  nnd  English,  the  f<iib)e»,  tlw  vioaa, 
and  the  crimes  of  the  Conqueror's  sucomsort,  wbo, 
like  the  uffsgiring  of  at)  other  conquerors,  bore  the 
cuTM  of  the  |H-ople  «)io  hud  fallen  by  the  sword  of 
their  pnigeiiiiors,  the  degeneracy  of  the  nobles 
tlirough  the  wraltli  and  the  spoil  which  they  had 
acquired  in  England,  lastly,  (he  endless  war*  of  the 
barons  among  themsclrcs  under  William's  da- 
soendants,  broke  the  sirength  of  Normandy,  and 
gradually  estranged  the  people  from  the  wvrrvigns 
of  England.  The  question  whether  France  thould 
become  Nornum  was  rvverte<l,  and  tbenoeforwarsl 
the  only  poant  was  whether  Normandy  should  be- 
come French. 

The  history  of  Normandy,  from  the  tnoineM  of 
llie  conquest  of  England,  exhibits  an  inccsMant  coo- 
fltct  of  tlic  nobles  with  one  uiiuihcr  and  with  their 
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pnncM,  in  which  lli«  people  were  invoriablj  the 
■eapegoat,  hdi)  had  to  bear  the  conscquencrs  of  lhi4 
state  of  ibings,  lilt  it  lefroinalei)  ■!  last  io  the  nraral 
ruin  of  tlic  noblvii  thmnwlrcit,  and  id  the  conquest 
of  NormaiuJy  by  Fnmce.  Tlicrc  «re  few  epoch* 
tluit  excite  such  profound  disgust  in  ilic  UiMoriral 
iaqinrer.  The  aooa  of  William  the  Conqueror, 
weak  and  unvnterpriiEing  like  iboae  of  Charlemagne, 
quarrelled  liki-  thcni  abuul  the  spoils  of  iheir  fullter, 
uid  thus  alTordcd,  like  tbecn  too,  the  fairnt  oppor- 
tunity fnt-  annihiUling  tbcnuelTn.  William  II., 
King  of  England,  strove  lo  wrc*!  ihc  duchy  of  Nor- 
mandy from  his  brother  Robert  Courtchosc.  During 
ibeae  ditaensions,  and  nmre  e!t|>ecially  through  llie 
lawlestoeaa  of  tlie  noblea,  cauwd  and  prMcnotcd  by 
tbia  iiatc  of  things,  the  inhabilnnls  of  K»uen  ^aw 
thnr  rif^U  traoiplcd  under  foot  and  their  trade  de- 
•Irojred.  Slill  they  had  no  thought  of  throwing 
tliemselves  into  the  anns  of  a  foreigner,  and  so  tht-y 
tuimly  w^ughl  prouriioii  of  the  stronger,  the  king 
of  England,  and  with  Conan,  one  of  the  wcalthiett 
citiaenaat  tlicdr  brad,  offered  to  of)en  ihc  galea  of 
ibc  city  to  him.  They  actually  itdtniltcd  a  number 
of  the  king's  troops  inlu  the  |>liicr.  But,  nl  the 
tame  minnvnt,  Hubert's  barons,  to  whom  the  plan 
of  the  iiihabitanls  had  been  Ix-traycd,  entered  the 
city  by  another  gate.  The  Mrcels  were  transformed 
into  a  field  of  battle.  As  the  princes  fought,  brother 
against  brother,  so  did  the  dtiicni.  Koliert,  who 
Meuis  tu  have  l>jid  no  inurv  heart  in  hi*  liody  ilion 
brains  in  his  Iwud,  fled  from  the  city;  but  his  younger 
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brother  Henry  remaiDcd,  and  at  length  gsined  with 
his  knights  the  vktory  oier  the  cilizetK,  who  ad- 
hered to  itie  king.  The  revenge  uf  ilte  dukc'i  par- 
tisans  was  wgrthy  of  the  tinoe*.  Henry  wit}>  his 
owu  luind  threw  Coiinii  out  of  (he  window  of  ilie 
ilucal  pataci-,  so  that  he  wot  dashed  in  piece*  upoii 
the  stones:  and  Uichard  gnveupihocititens  whose 
nngi-r  ho  durst  not  mreli  to  ihv  mercy  of  his  knif^ts, 
who  carried  them  off  in  troofM,  drrsdfulty  Ul  Uf«d 
them,  and  lefi  the[]>  to  Inogui.ili  and  starve  in  their 
dungeons  if  ihey  had  not  wherewitluil  to  puirhase 
hfe  and  hberty.  The  historian  of  tliai  time  nya 
on  (his  oecaxioii :  "ThuK  we  sec  that  proud  Nor- 
ntandy,  which  conceived  that  she  duret  do  any  thing 
to  suhjugaie,  to  plunder,  and  to  lay  waste  England} 
hentelf  a  prey  to  all  sons  cf  cuUimities.  She  hoa  ex- 
terminated the  rulers  uf  Riigliind,  andnow  she  lean 
Iter  own  bosom,  and  make*  her  own  childrvu  mtse- 
niblc.  She  is  puAed  up  uith  the  wenlih  of  Enf;land, 
and  now  mangles  herself  fur  (he  Mike  of  that  wealth ; 
and,  like  Dnhylon,  she  is  ohlige«l  herwlf  to  drink 
the  bitter  cup  which  formerly  she  forced  upon 
foreign  nniions,"* 

In  spite  of  these  contests  bimI  cruelties,  per- 
haps precisely  in  eonscquenee  of  them,  the  citi* 
xenif  especially  of  the  princiiml  towns,  contrived 
to  extend  tht-ir  influence  mere  and  more.  They 
acquired  strenglh  and  imporiaoce,  and  we  moq  find 
their  rights  publicly  recognised  more  or  less  by  ihetr 
rulers.  Henry  granted,  or  rather  confirncd,  tbc 
■  Odoric  TusL  I.  till. 
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rigltl  which  h>cl  long  virtually  bcloof^cd  lu  (he  oonv 
mtini'S  of  several  towns,  Punt^Audrmcr,  En,  and 
others;  and  at  Houeu  we  see,  oo  uccasion  of  (lie 
marriage  of  Hetiry  lo  (he  etnpresa  MutiUla,  a  proof 
that  tliL-  grc-iit  were  leamhig  to  respii-t  the  people, 
M  (he  c'uiz<-iiB  were  ihvu  fur  the  fini  time  jmblicly 
summoned  and  invited  hy  heralds  to  take  |)art  in  the 
soietnniiy. 

In  ihe  struggle  for  the  crown  of  Normandy, 
which  took  place  after  the  decease  of  ilenry  I.,  (be 
youngest  of  the  CoiM)Uefor'9  sons,  between  Henry 
Plantogenet  (Henry  11. J  and  his  barons,  we  find  the 
Dobility  divided,  and  the  people  not  siding  wiUi 
either  party.  Houeu  o)>e»ed  its  g3(ct,  wi(houi  the 
sliglKa.'Kt  mlctancv,  to  Geoffry  Planto^mct. 

The  profound  immorality  of  the  Plantagenets^ 
Henry  II..  for  example,  Torced  ihe  bride  of  his  own 
•on  (o  gratify  his  lust^-could  not  but  estrange  (he 
people  more  and  mure  from  ttieir  princes.  Tliese 
dispotitions  cotdd  not  be  any  M-crct  to  the  kings  of 
Fmncc,  and  tlnu  we  SL-e  Uie  desgiis  of  that  power 
upon  Normandy  again  manifesting  themselves.  la 
the  quarrel  of  Henry  II.  with  the  Kuglish  elergy, 
Thomas  a  Beckct,  archbisliop  of  Canterbury,  who 
was  the  champion  of  the  principles  of  Gregory  VII. 
in  England,  tli.'d  (o  France,  where  he  found  a  willing 
protector  in  Louis  VII.,  who  expresiii-d  him«rlf  in 
favour  of  the  Engli^  energy,  and  encouraged  the 
intervention  of  the  clergy  of  Prance.  Tliis  was  tJ)e 
way  to  guin  the  good-will  of  the  representaiives  of 
the  church  in  Normandy,  and  such  was  actually  ttw 
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result.  Thenceforward  the  kings  of  Prance  teg' ' 
lecled  DO  m^ans  to  win  thecn  over  more  and  more 
to  i>i«ir  interest*.  But  an  occatJoii  Hoon  ofTcrcd  to 
Ml  with  more  cRirct.  Dissensions  in  ihc  family  of 
Henry  II.,  foMcrril  if  not  excited  by  the  king  of 
France,  led  to  the  flight  of  Prince  Henry,  the  eldest 
eon  of  tlic  £nglish  monarch,  to  France,  and  Ixmia 
took  up  arms  in  his  behalf.  But  tlwoft-tried  lovftlty 
of  the  Nonnan.t  was  stron>;  (■noiif;h  to  wjthslani)  this 
attack,  and,  tliotigh  die  French  array  advanced 
without  rcsistanae  to  Houeo,  it  was  there  repulsed 
with  grcjil  loss. 

The  eruuide  of  Richard  Cteur  de  Lion  contri- 
buted to  alienate  the  people  itiill  nvore  from  the 
prince.  During  Richard's  ab«ence,  the  ardihi»bop 
of  Koucn  was  regent  of  the  duchy:  aiul  it  maj 
easily  be  conceived  that  the  clergy  did  not  aegl«ct 
>o  fair  an  opportunity  of  extending  th«ir  preroga- 
tive«  at  (he  cxpcncc  of  the  people.  In  Rouen  itself, 
these  cncronchmrnls  drove  the  people  to  riot,  as  the 
priests  had  turned  the  churcliee  and  their  predncu 
into  markets,  where  they  allowed  foreign  traders  to 
e\pow.-  tlieir  goods  for  sale,  upon  paying  a  certain 
pcr-cenUige — a  [irocoeding  which  tended  to  injure 
the  trade  of  the  eitizeiH.  The  people  of  Rouen 
pulled  down  the  walls  coelosing  the  churches,  and 
drove  out  the  dealers  patroidaed  by  the  clergy.  But, 
if  the  citizens  proved  the  stronger  of  the  two  on  this 
oecssion,  the  clergy  gave  way  btit  for  the  monienii 
and  awaited  other  opportunities  for  enforcing  their 
pretensoua. 
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NormarKly  had  succ»»ively  fell  the  presntre  of 
the  difl'i'reni  i-iitatrii  of  ihi-  iluchy,  of  the  priiici-s,  of 
the  noblei,  nnd  of  the  ckrgy ;  and  thougii  at  time* 
(he  kings  did  not  act  in  ihc  intomtof  tlu*  oilier  two 
e&tii(e«, still  the  ciiLienshad  less  to  hope  from  them, 
as  iltey  were  obliged  to  divide  their  actiTity  between 
two  counlries,  and  were  in  general  called  away  from 
Normandy  when  their  presence  was  ni<Mt  wanlcd 
(here.  The  raoka  of  the  itobles  were  already  ihiinii^ 
by  thecruMdus;  the  clergy  were  drawn  by  ihc  kings 
of  FrBDCv  into  their  interest,  and  could  not,  at  any 
rate,  be  loHTS,  by  exchanging  sovereigns  who  in 
Bon>c  particulars  dc6cd  the  yoke  of  Kome,  for  the 
pious  and  mo9t  christian  kings  of  France. 

Thus  every  thing  wa«  prepared  fur  that  event 
which,  ever  nnce  tlie  coiwiuir*i  of  England  hy  Wil- 
liam, hod  btteit  written  in  the  book  f>f  Pate ;  and 
Philip  AuguMu*,  king  of  France,  wai  the  man 
destinnl  lo  fulfil  this  dccire,  Joha,  sumametl 
Lackland,  who  had  but  courage  enough  to  be  llie 
aasassin  of  a  boy,  his  nejihew  Arthur,  merely  ac- 
celerated what  was  before  inevitable :  for  the  brave 
and  chivalrous  Ctzur  de  Lion  liinisclf  lui<l  not  been 
able  to  quash  the  prcteosioiis  of  I'hilip  Augustus. 
About  three  hundred  yeara  after  the  invoMoo  of 
Ncustria  by  Hnllo,  and  one  hundml  and  Rfiy  after 
the  c«nqitc«t  of  England,  Nonnanily  o^ain  became 
Fr«nch,  after  the  reduction  of  Chateau  Gaillan), 
almost  without  a  struggle.  Rouen,  Anjuets,  nnd 
Verneuil  alone  attempted  to  fonn  a  lengut^  and  lo 
oppose  France.    But  they  were  too  weak  to  oppose 
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Fate,  and  surrender^]  likewise  almost  without  dniw> 
ing  A  tword,  wheo  Philip  AuguMut  manifesied  hi* 
willingnot  lo  respect  and  to  confinn  ihoir  rigliu. 

The  privilege*  of  the  city  of  Knticn  were  con- 
firmcd  three  years  afterwards,  in  1X07,  at  Pmjr 
Biir  Eurc,  and  we  see  from  ihcin  what  a  develop* 
mentoonimerce  and  the  ooinmune  in  pani<.*ular  had 
already  atininnl.  In  r^anl  to  the  latter,  the 
|>C()p1e  ohiainrd  no  more  than  had  been  granted  lo 
tliem  under  the  dukes  of  Normandy  and  the  kit^ 
of  England,  as  it  appear*  from  the  articles,  in  whidi 
it  18  Hiid  :  "  We  have  given  and  confimied  lo  our 
faithful  sutijectit  and  citizens  of  Kouen   all   thnr 

usages  and  lihorties Wc  hare  recognised    the 

right  of  commune,  citizenship,  banlieu,  and  ad- 
ministration of  justice,  within  the  limits  which  king 
Richard  assigned  lo  them,  hut  without  prcjudioe  to 
the  rights  of  the  lords  who  possess  landed  properlf 
in  the  tlislriet  of  the  city.*" 

These  rights  cnncistod  id  the  ndministratioo  of 
civil  justice,  and  in  the  cognizance  of  cnmn  jtnd 
misdemcanoun  up  to  a  certain  degree,  the  excep. 
lions  IxHng  thus  di-signattd,  "  puurvu  qu'il  n*y  ait 
point  dcR  morU  on  muiitatioiu  ou  que  la  caiuc  ne 
dependc  pas  du  Plet  de  I'fTXjc."  The  Plct  ie 
r^pi5e  was  the  sujwrior  criminni  jurisdiction.  "  Tb« 
mayor  shall  have  the  a^gnalions  of  the  people  of 
his  jurisdiction,  and  see  ihem  righted,  and  itone  shall 
dare  to  lay  hands  upon  them,  excepting  him  and  hia 
sergeant,  unless  they  have  become  amenahle  to  the 
riet  dc  Vipic;  and  to  this  end  the  mayor  is  bouttil 
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to  Msiat  our  baiily,  that  he  may  be  nble  to  adini- 
nblrr  justice  iii  liis  baiUage,  or  jurisdiction."  Thu* 
ihc  citixcns  ooulJ  not  be  apprehended  but  by  tbcir 
own  miiyor,  and  it  wns  only  through  bun  that  the 
king's  baWt/  coutd  escMzute  his  decrees. 

This  net  moreover  secures  to  the  citizens  iba 
right  of  marrying  according  la  iheir  free  choice, 
rvlievca  them  from  the  duty  of  paying  Jbttage,  of 
guarding  the  king's  prisouers,  of  pavmg  Uie  taU/e 
ordinaire,  "n  oon  cguHs  I'accordent  de  bonne 
volooK,"  whereby  the  right  of  refuHing  tuxes  was 
gnuited  10  them.  On  vine  aloni.^  they  paid  a  cer- 
tain duty :  on  the  other  hand,  the  king  engaged  to 
pay  for  the  wine  which  he  himself  or  his  people 
shuulil  lake,  and  ai  the  same  price  at  which  it  waa 
sold  to  others.  According  lo  the  same  act,  the 
citizens  had  the  right  of  |ia»turc  for  their  cattle  in 
all  the  domain  forests  in  Noraiandy.  All  goods 
belonging  to  tlie  people  of  Rouen  passed  free  from 
the  kiitg's  cuKiuus,  and  they  were  likewiw  toll-free 
upon  the  Seine.  Koucii  had  moreover  a  right  of 
staple  for  all  merchandise  going  up  aud  down  the 
5<-ine.  No  sliip  could  go  fruni  Frnuce  to  Irvtiind  — 
excepting  one  every  year  from  Cherbourg— hv  come 
from  Ireland  to  FraiK-c,  without  unloading  at 
Itouen  ;  and  lastly,  urAngers  could  not  tell  ur  buy 
gwKi*  in  Rouen,  but  through  the  meJiuui  of  a 
citizen. 

The  history  of  Noriiiaitdy,  a*  an  independent 
state,  closes  with  the  conquest  of  (he  duchy  by 
I'hilip  Augustu*,  and  witli  that  charier  in  which  he 
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recognized  the  privileges  of  the  ciutens  of  Roueo, 
This  act  is  tliervfnre  of  great  importancr,  as  it 
clearly  proves  on  what  step  of  frc«dom  and  lode- 
pendencc  ihe  burghers  of  cities  Mood  at  that  c«rlj 
period,  and  marks  the  moment  »h«ii  Norniaodjr 
ceased  to  exist  as  such.  For,  thenceforward,  tboi^ 
the  Norman  inMitutions  continued  to  vegetate  for  a 
considerable  lime,  and  the  Eiigli»li  again  hold  tem< 
porury  sway  in  Rouni,  Norouindy  waa  nothiog 
more  than  a  province  of  France,  and  it  la  only  ■• 
such  that  its  history  ia  of  any  interest.  In  mj 
further  remorkii  I  shall  therefore  conGne  myaelf 
to  the  notice  of  such  points  only  as  *erve  more  or 
less  to  illustrate  tiie  character  of  the  people. 
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CHAPTER  XXXII. 

H'uAotf  o[  Nonruind;  unliDoed — IhtuIod  ot  Fiuc*  bf  Edolrd 
III. — Atiociiiu*  TrtMhcrjF  ot  John  king  of  KrenrB— B»- 
»pKt  pkid  TO  pDpaUr  Opinion  by  tho  kiog  ol  Ntiarr*^ 
Dawning  fmporuaei  of  Uia  Ti>r*-Eut — King  of  RoMa— 
Slats  oF  FraocB  on  tho  lavuioD  of  lleorf  V. — Spirit  of  Ibo 
Pcopk  of  Rouoo — Siirga  and  SurrMnlor  uf  the  City  (o  Hit 
Ea)(''I') — Bi*CDtion  of  Joan  ofAfc — Jacqnea  Coeur — DiMen- 
■loDi  between  the  Calhollci  and  tbc  ProtfMaata— HaMaorc  ot 
St.  Bartholiifnew — CnnRicli  of  lb«  L«^pio— KITtCt*  of  the 
GoTernmcDt  of  Henry  IV'. — AiMIDbljr  of  the  Stats  Oeottal 
vndrf  Louii  XIII.— Rich' li«u—  Spiiil«d  Conifoct  of  Ibn  Pat- 
llaoieat  of  NonDaD<lr  ondoc  Loali  XV.— Loom  XVI.— Tb« 
RerclotloD. 

Philip  lk  Bkl,  ton  uf  Pliilip  AufTu»tu»,  >eized 
lbs  poBScssinns  i>r  ihr  oounl  of  Arloiti,  who  Bri]  to 
Eoglsod.  D'ilarcoun,  ■  Norman  kni;;h(,  accom- 
panied liim,  and  ihr  lattvr  soon  contrived  to  per* 
suadc  king  Edward  MI,  ihsi  the  best  thing  lie 
could  <l(i  would  be  lo  invade  France,  in  order  to 
recovrr  Nurmsiidy.  But  the  Nonnans  Ktm  to 
entirely  reconciled  to  ihc  authority  of  France,  that 
(in  1340}  they  uBVrcd  their  then  duke  John,  son  of 
the  king  of  France,  4000  hur»e  and  S0,000  foot* 
•uldirri  to  <ippaBc  the  Knglikh. 

The  hvroic  vxpluitt  of  the  £nj;li^i,  and  the  cbi* 
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ralrous  aptrit  or  king  Edwanl  and  bU  •on. 
Black  Prince,  arc  well  known.  It  is  an  interesting 
fact  ihnt,  at  tlit-  Imtile  of  Cnxy  0**^),  the  cannon 
of  Ihc  Engltiili  produced  the  same  cfi'tct  upoD  the 
French  as  <l)(l  those  of  the  first  conqueror*  of 
America  on  the  savages. 

During  ihe  lim  half  of  this  contMt,  N<M-uian(Ijr 
wax  spnrctl,  but  n  niurxlcr  was  (IvMtinetl  to  kindle 
afresh  the  tlanm;  of  this  war,  which  had  originated 
in  a  rohberv,  and  tlicy  afterwards  esiemled  to 
Numinndy,  which  had  witnessed  that  aiurd<.-r. 

John  T.,  aftM-  he  sjicendcd  the  thnjn^  granted 
ihc  dukedom  of  Normandy  to  Im  *on  CharK-s. 
This  prince  invited  the  gruiulccs  of  the-  ducli^  to 
an  entertainment,  which  he  gave  on  lits  arrival  at 
Rouen.  Among  them  were  Charies  king  of 
Navarre,  John  and  Wilham  d'Harcoun,  and  seve- 
ral other  iiohtcs  who  were  reputi-d  to  belong  lo  ihc 
Englinh  iKirty.  Ju»t  ai  ihi;  moment  when  ihcat- 
tciidnnls  were  Rcltiiig  the  dislic«  on  the  table  for  the 
entertain  merit,  king  John  hiinwlf  arrived  in  Kouen, 
ordered  those  persons  to  be  seized,  sat  down  eiwlljr 
10  the  repast  provided  for  them,  and  tlien  urdvrtd 
four  uf  them,  among  whom  was  John,  the  nn  of 
Gt-ufTry  d'Hurcourt.  whohad  induced  king  Edward 
lo  invade  Frnnce,  and  commanded  a  divinon  of  lib 
army,  to  \k  behea<K-<l.  From  the  window  of  the 
dining-room  the  king  watched  the  executiotkera 
performing  iheir  office. 

-I'his  atrocity  excited  the  urongost  abhorrrDce 
throughout  Normandy  ;  and  the  people  cvcrj'wbere 
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TOienioon  ax  it  bccimc  known.  GeolTr^  d'Hu- 
court  hssienecl  back  Co  England,  and  Iiis  paternal 
fcdinga  inspired  him  widi  sufRck-ni  eltK(iii'nce  iq 
draw  a  fearful  retaliation  on  d)f  Icing,  utid  unfurtu- 
natt-ly  on  the  people  too,  of  France.  A  rre»h  anny 
of  English  tnnded,  nnd  in  the  Iwtilc  of  Poiticra 
(September  tgth,  1S5GJ,  8000  of  them  defriilod 
60,000  French,  and  look  king  John  himself  pri- 
soner. 

The  hatred  eub^iuing  between  Charlei  le  Mau- 
vnis,  king  of  Nu^arre,  and  the  king  of  France,  pre- 
vented the  latter  from  opposing  the  I'lngli^h  with  a 
rvquiMte  force,  and  aBordg  u*  occanion  to  remark  « 
circitni*latiee,  whic)i  wu>  till  then  without  pnmDd 
in  modern  hi»[or}-,  and  showed  iliiit  a  toliil  change 
of  things  was  nearer  at  liand  than  any  one,  and 
least  of  all  the  principal  persons  of  the  drama,  sus- 
pected. Cfiarles,  king  of  Navarre,  was  lliu  enemy 
of  the  king  of  France.  A  century  earlier,  a  battle 
or  a  single  comhut  would  have  decided  the  qu.-irrvl, 
aitd  the  royal  adversaries  would  at  most  have  issued 
a  summons  to  their  brave  knights,  while  the  pcuple 
would  only  have  had  to  bear  the  expcnce,  und  to 
endure  the  ill  usage  of  the  armies  on  their  pauaj;e. 
But  (liotw  times  were  pual.  Charles  te  Mauvais, 
king  of  Nuvarre,  as  I  have  said,  had  a  Aluj^e  erected 
io  Farts,  from  whidi  to  liamngue  the  populace,  and 
forced  the  dauphin  Charles,  (afterward*  Charles 
V.)  to  dnociid  from  the  »ic|)«  of  tlie  throot,  and  to 
address  the  people  in  the  niarkel-plALX. 

Any  comment  would  be  superfluous ;  the  fact 
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speaks  plainly  enough  for  itKlf,  «nd  ihowt  that  ihe 
lime  was  come  when  even  sovereigns  felt,  or  br|;sa 
lo  have  an  inkling,  that  3on>c  use  might  be  made  at 
the  people,  that  there  wax  ftooiber  eoUite  worth 
thinking  of  besides  the  nobles  aod  the  clergy.  If 
it  is  not  till  long  afterwards  that  wc  see  the  titrt- 
itat  atuitiitig  political  influence,  if  it  is  Dot  till  five 
centuries  later  that  it  feels  il*  full  strength  and 
makes  its  enemies  feel  it  too,  this  is  but  the  same 
kind  of  phenomenon  that  vefind  on  every  \»ge  of 
history,  which  shows  the  matured  but  unuJtnoir- 
Icdgcd  energies  of  a  new  age,  slumbering  as  if  spell* 
boutvd  for  cvninries ,  till  a  man  arises  who  knows 
the  formula  ilvnl  breaks  the  spell,  and  says  to  tlie 
young  giant :  "  Bouse  thee,  and  go  thy  way  J" 

Normandy  witnessed  the  struggle  between  the 
two  royal  pnriies,  till  the  valiant  Duguesclin,  to 
whoae  army  the  people  of  Rouen  alone  lent  10,000 
men,  forced  the  king  of  Navarre  to  be  i\wti.  Bui 
he  could  only  wrest  the  sword  from  his  hand,  not 
extract  the  poison  which  coursed  in  the  veins  of 
Charles  V.  of  France,  and  which  the  king  of 
Navarre  had  administered  to  him. 

The  minority  of  Charles  VI.  wns  a  new  tni»> 
fortune  for  France,  for  it  subjected  the  country  lo 
the  authority  of  plunderers,  intent  only  on  enricfaiog 
thvmu'Kea,  regardless  of  the  welfare  of  the  people, 
or  t)ic  eniancipaiion  of  the  kingdom  from  n  forci^ 
yoke.  The  intrigues  of  the  great — batiUs  between 
them  had  become  far  lc«s  frequent — had  meanwhile 
free  scope.     We  here  meet  with  another  phenume- 
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nOD,  which  prove*  t-vcn  Htill  more  ttrongly  than  the 
•peeches  nf  Cliurict  Ic  Mauvoit  to  the  people  that  a 
new  era  wu  preparing.  In  most  of  the  principal 
cities,  with  Paris  nt  their  head,  the  cicizens  rose 
agaiDBt  the  new  impoMs  of  the  govemnu.-nt,  snd  in 
Itouen  we  even  find  them  etcciing  a  king  from  ihcir 
tnidsL  But  thi*  citiM-n-kinf;  no  doubt  (eh  that  he 
waa  uiicciual  to  the  wi-ight  of  a  crown,  and  there- 
fore Mixed  the  lirnt  opportunity  to  flee  from  his 
kingdom.  Thus  this  event  was  perpetuated  ofilj>  as 
a  ngn  of  the  times  in  the  anosli  of  Normaudy. 

Coofu&ion  worse  confounded  reigtH-d  tliroughgut 
all  France,  when  Charl»  VI.  bcuiniv  a  lunatic; 
and  troops  of  Armagnes  and  Bourgogncs,  u  the 
partisans  of  the  duke  of  Orleans  and  the  duke  of 
Burgundy  called  (bcmitclves,  roved  through  and 
laid  waste  the  country.  At  this  moment,  the 
Englilh  landed  in  Normandy  under  Henry  V.,  and 
defeated  the  Frrncli  in  the  mentornblc  battle  of 
Agincourt  (October  24th,  1415).  The  king  of 
France  and  his  son  repaired  to  Itouen,  to  take 
mciuurc«  there  for  the  defence  of  the  country.  But 
the  French  troops  themselves,  which,  according  to 
the  custom  of  that  lime,  when  tlie  nobles  were  no 
longer  sufficient,  and  the  sons  of  the  people  served 
as  hired  soldiers,  dispersed  after  the  bailie  of  Agin- 
court, plundering  friend  and  foe,  and  drove  tl.e 
ciliicns  of  Houen  inio  insurrection,  so  that  the 
k'uig  was  obligetl  to  adopt  more  etvrgctic  measuret 
in  regard  to  thcw  soldiers  of  his  own  and  of  bia 
adbercQU. 
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In  ihc  history  uf  France  th«rc  has  scarcely  been 
a  moment  in  which  ihc  country  was  in  a  more  d^ 
plorable  tiute.     Its  utter  ruin  appeared  incvitablr. 
A  king  withuut  nther  tiioral  or  material  power;  ■ 
nobility,  showing  no  signH  of  life  but  in  intrigues 
and  hy  hired  «[iI(livrR;  an  nrmy  which  served  uiily 
wliile  it  wait  paid,  and  nerved  any  one  w)io  would 
pay  it ;  lastly,  a  people  which  had  not  yet  arrived 
at  the  consciousneiia  of  its  own  strength,  and  merely 
stretched  its  mighty  limbs  from  time  to  lime,  in  the 
obscure  FeL'ling  of  that   strength— 4uch  were    the 
foundation:!  on  which  the  State  reposed.     Intestine 
war  wu«  the  CDnsi-<itteiice  of  this  tituation,  and  a 
victorious   enemy   came,  as  it  appeared,  to  give 
the  fini&hlng  stroke,  to  erase  the  name  of  Froooe 
from  the  book  of  history,  and   to  imcrihe  that  of 
Xngland  in  its  stead.     In  France  itself  there  was 
only  heard  now  and  then,  in  the  riots  of  die  citizeoB, 
a  voice  complaining  of  this  state  of  things ;  but  the 
pnnci->  bimI  the  gn-m  hup«l  hy  means  of  it  to  re>- 
gaii)  what  they  had  lost  in  the  course  of  time.   Only 
one  prince  of  Europe  took  tu  heart  the  condition 
of  I'riince;  this  was  SigiMnund,  emperor  of  Ger- 
many ;  but  liii  voice  wiia  lust  amid  the  chaoa  which 
riigned  in  the  unhappy  country. 

Meanwhile,  the  o|iera(ioiu  of  the  English  cou'd 
not  fail  to  be  stKn-ssful.  On  the  30th  of  July, 
1418,  after  they  had  reduced  the  greater  |>art  of 
Normandy,  they  appeared  before  Roueo.  On  this 
occasion,  the  citizens  gave  a  splendid  proof  of  iht  ir 
atlachnienl  to  their  new  country,  but  also  of  tlK'tr 
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vaergy  and  indopcTi<lcnt  tpirit,  in  regard  u>  both 
fri«n(]  nnd  foe,  Tlie  sicp-,  ihougli  die  citiKnu 
were  l^fl  nlnio«t  cnlirely  to  llicir  own  rxcrtinru, 
lasted  six  monthii.  Duriog  thi*  interval,  ihcy  sent 
a  ttqiutation  to  Paris,  and  tbe  king  heard  from  ilie 
lips  of  men  belonging  to  the  pcopi?  a  language 
which  again  announced  the  new  era.  "  Most  ex- 
cvllent  monarch,"  said  iheenroy,  "  the  inhahilanu 
of  Rouen,  which  belonga  to  you,  have  charged  me 
locry  ihe  great  Harro ttgo'inH  you,  and  aguinsi  the 
lords  of  Dourgngne,  mIio  have  ihe  governmeni  of 
the  king,  on  account  of  the  (ip]ire«ion  which  ihcy 
have  to  cndurv  from  (he  EnglttJi ;  and  ihey  lell  you 
thmiigh  RIO  that  if,  owing  In  ihv  want  of  succotir 
from  you,  ihcy  become  subjects  of  England,  you 
will  have  no  worse  enemies  in  the  world  than  they, 
and  if  they  can,  they  will  annihilate  you  and  your 
race.""  t)idy  a  century  earlier,  sHch  language 
would  have  been  impossible  and  ridiculous,  and 
would  at  ni<»t  hnvedrau'ti  down  punishment  on  the 
b«>M  speaker  and  his  conntitucnls. 

The  king  of  France  had  it  not  in  his  pomir  to 
fend  any  succour  whatever  lo  the  ciliwns  of  Itouen : 
Ibey  were  therefore  uhliged  to  defend  themselves. 
Tl«  Chrooirlr>i  tril  of  80,000  men  ttf  Rouen,  who 
are  said  to  h.ivc  fnllei)  in  the  defence  of  ibe  city. 
Nothing  but  famine  could  at  length  compel  Iheni  to 
think  of  surrender.  ^Vhcn  reduced  to  the  IsNt  cx- 
tfemily,  they  resolved  lu  set  fire  to  the  four  contcra 
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of  the  city,  sad  to  fi^hl  th«r  way  througit  the  Eng- 
lish, or  to  die  honourably.  Ktit  thpy  were  spared 
tills  nltemutivr;  for  the  Enf;hih  offered  them  m 
favournblc  a  capittibtinn,  ihnt  thv  mnjurity  of  tlit 
dtisens  account47d  it  no  disgrace  to  acn-pt  (h<r  t^rrDS. 
In  ihifl  capitulation  the  Kiighsh  reov^ised  tlw  pri- 
vUcges  of  the  aty,  and  only  ilnnanded  a  cootrtbu- 
lion  of  845,000  gold  cmwn*.  nnd  the  delivery  of 
thrcv  defnidcn  of  i)h:  city,  Robert  Livrt,  vicuw 
general ;  Jean  Jourdan,  captain  of  the  artilleiyt 
nnd  Alloic  Dlanchai-d,  captain  of  the  cititens ;  and 
with  tl)ia  condiiiim  the  people  of  Rouen  oompUcd, 
in  th«  hojw  tbtt  thoy  should  bo  able  to  ruuom 
them.  The  two  former  did  actually  ran»om  them- 
•elvrs ;  but  Rlanchnrd  replied, "  I  hate  no  property, 
and  if  I  had  I  would  not  employ  it  to  prevent  an 
Englishman  from  difthunouring  himtelf."  And  tJw ' 
English  dill  dinbonour  ibcmaclTc*,  for  ihcir  bniv«| 
advemry  was  excriiied. 

Rouen  conUiiu<«d  for  thirty  years  under  the  do> ' 
minion  of  England,  lucittzenawitnessed  the  cruel 
execution  of  Joan  of  Arc,  and  witnessed  it  with  the 
utmost  iiuligoation.  Not  long  afterwards,  all  Nor- ' 
mandy  was  in  revolt ;  and  when  (he  troops  of  (he 
Fnmch  npprnnchcd  llic  city,  the  inhabilanta  of 
Rouen  rose  too,  and  fought  hand  to  hand  iu  the 
streets  against  the  murderers  of  the  Moid  of  Or- 
leans,  delivered  the  keys  of  the  place  to  the  French, 
■ndassiftlcil  to  be>icgc  Tnllwt  in  the  cutleof  Roucit, 
till  he  was  forced  (o  surrender. 

Wc  lutve  had  frequent  oocauon  to  rcmorli  the 
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progreaa  of  tb«  fpuit  of  independence  among  the 
dliMRs,  l'))c  wliole  miliUry  •ymem  liatl  gradually 
choDgcil.  Htfncerorwiml  llic  buttles  of  tlie  cuuntrj 
were  fuught  by  lite  ion»  of  the  people.  But  in 
France  a  single  name,  tliat  of  a  Jacques  C<rur, 
•erm  to  drsignstc  llic  new  conlbrmatian  of  things. 
I  faftvt  no  need  to  insi§t  on  tlie  importance  of  this 
Dame.  The  history  of  Ja«;c|ues  Coeur  is  universally 
known. 

When  Charles  VII.  resorted  to  a  radical  pre* 
venlive  againU  the  attempt*  M  poisoiung  whieh  he 
apprehended,  thai  la  to  lay,  aun-ed  himself  to  dirati), 
Louis  XI.  had  but  to  put  a  finishing  hand  to  tlie 
work.  With  the  aid  oi'  the  people,  he  annihilated 
the  last  relioof  the  political  influence  of  the  not)lesse, 
and  tlius  cleared  for  Im  successor,  Louitt  Xll.,o 
way  alnng  which  he  could  proceed  in  order  to  gain 
th«  appellation  of  f^erfuT^eu/^.  A  friend  ofbia, 
cardinal  d'Ambois,  archbishop  of  Rouen,  was  bil 
vicegerent  in  Normnndy,  where  he  proved  a  bene- 
factor of  the  people. 

The  religious  disseniioas  between  the  Protestants 
and  the  Catholics,  to  wliicli  wo  an  spproaching, 
gare  a  different  direction  to  tlie  course  of  events. 
The  noblesse  conceived  that  it  hod  found  in  litem 
the  means  of  recovering  itii  ancient  rights ;  th« 
people  tlie  means  of  rxteiM^ing  llicir's :  but  both 
were  disappointed  by  the  denouement  of  the  san- 
guinary drama,  for  in  France  it  merely  led  to  the 
victory  of  tlie  royal  power  over  both.  Nocniandy 
was  the  principal  theatre  of  these  confljcts,  as  the 
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mnjority  of  ihe  pcoplv  wry  itoon  erabmcccl  lh» 
ductrine.  Coligny,  throwing  tiiinMlf  nt  the  feet  of 
Francis  )I.,  strove  to  obtain  lit>rrty  of  ronscimcc 
for  the  Nuroians ;  but  it  required  other  Dieens  to 
gsin  ihi*  point :  accurdingl^,  under  Charles  I X., 
llie  profeisors  or  the  new  faith  row  in  Normandj, 
and  had  loon  the  ascendency  in  itwal  of  the  townf. 
Tlic  parliament  was  obliged  to  retire  to  Louvien, 
that  it  might  nut  be  forced  to  obey  the  Protestants 
in  Knuen.  The  city  was  then  besieged,  at  iii-st  ia 
vain,  by  the  duke  d'Aiiniale,  mid  at  k-nj^th  reduced 
by  king  Charles  IX.  The  JcafToId  wiu  the  -irgu- 
ment  rmployed  against  the  new  doctrine,  hcrth  in 
the  capital  of  Norniandy  and  in  the  whole  country. 
It  i»  itol  conHistent  with  my  pUn  to  detail  tlte 
stru^f^le* of  ihc  lu'o  parties  in  Normandy;  suScc 
it  merely  to  romnrk  thiil,  in  many  piaec*  in  Nor- 
iniindy.  at  least,  the  Catholics  themselves  hidd  Iwck 
the  sword  of  vengeance,  af^er  a  Catherine  de  Medi- 
cis  had  wared  the  torch  of  the  Furies  in  the  night 
of  St.  Ilarthuluniew ;  ttini  u  cardinal  nourbon,  aicb* 
bishop  of  Itouen,  a  bishop  llennuyer  at  l.tKieux,  ■ 
g(>vemi>r  Sigagne  at  Dieppe,  paid  higher  respect  to 
thnr  God  thun  to  the  commund  of  a  bloodihintjr 
.debauchee,  who&e  vratL-hword  was  "  Messe,  mort, 
ou  bastille,"  and  of  n  vindictive  queen,  who.  when 
the  cun*labtt  de  Montutorency  was  taken  pcuurKT, 
exclniniei),  "  Eh  bien,  11  fliudm  dune  pricr  Dieu 
en  fmii^nis!"  and  who  wax  therefore  Dot  even 
impelled  by  religious  >eal  to  this  atrocity.  In  ipila 
of  the  efforts  of  many  Catholic   ecdesiusttcs  and 
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civil  officers,  there  Tell  in  the  aghl  baillngf4  of 
Nonnandjp  (Kouen,  Caen,  Alen^on,  Evreux,  Ba- 
yeux,  Scei,  Coulanccs,  Avrniiches),  in  the  dnya  of 
terror  auccectliiig  thcr  niglit  ul'  ,St.  Runholomew,  aa- 
cordinj;  i»  uuthrnlic  docuQioitlt,  nnt  fewer  than 
141,560  victims.  \fj  the  dagger,  or  bj-  the  cword  of 
juttice,  which  the  gaverDmcnt  had  put  into  the 
haixis  of  murderers. 

But  even  these  atrocious  means  were  not  capable 
of  extirpating  an  idea.  A  few  years  sufficed  Ut 
restore  such  iwwer  to  (he  Pruteittaiili,  that  they 
were  ahle  to  force  Henry  III.  to  rrcogni^c  lliem, to 
giTC  tip  to  them  eight  fortified  towns  in  the  province, 
and  to  grant  (hem  scat  and  vole  in  each  parliament. 
Hut  after  the  death  ot' Henry  HI.,  tliey  were  strong 
enough  to  clear  the  way  to  the  throne  for  a  Pro- 
leMlant  prince,  in  *f)ile  of  the  League,  in  spite  of  all 
the  prie*t«  am)  grandees  of  France,  and  in  spite  of 
■he  pope  and  the  king  of  Spain. 

The  conflicts  of  the  League  again  fumtsh  ocea- 
sions  enough  for  remarking  the  new  contbnnation  of 
things.  The  League  itself  recogniseil  the  recently- 
acquired  power  of  ihe  people,  fur  ii  united  with  the 
citixeiM,  declared  itself  tlie  cliampion  of  their  rights, 
iniitiit<'d  'HI  the  alwlition  nfihe  abusnof  power,  and 
demanded  ju&lice  for  all.  In  Paris  we  even  see, 
arter  the  death  of  Henry  III.,  the  leailers  of  the 
citizens  consulting  whether  they  should  pniciatai  a 
republic,  nml  invite  all  (he  other  grcut  towns  of 
France  (o  form  a  Icngtie  of  free  cities,  after  the  ex- 
ample of  the  Swiss  confederation. 
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Tlie  proclamations  o(  lite  League,  draws  up  n 
the  :^ir'it  of  the  dtixenB,  gaiiwxi  it  adhetrnta  ei 
wltcro.  Nrarl;  the  whole  tif  Normiindy,  lbou([h1 
containing  so  many  Protestants,  declared  Ja  its 
favour.  ThU  dnnimsuince  Accounts  IW  the  obsti- 
nate rt^Htaiicv  which  Hcory  IV.  ni«t  witli  in  N'or> 
ntandy,  and  at  Rouen  in  p«nicular. 

Henry's  d«crtion  of  the  Protestant  for  ih«  Cadw- ; 
lie  fuith,  but  still  more  his  conduct  towards  tfas 
citizens  of  the  towns  which  he  took,  led  him  at 
length  to  the  throne.  He  was  tlic  la&i  king  of 
FronoL-  who  comprehended  that  the  tinKB  had 
changed,  and  that  the  poopic  had  acciuirvd  an  in- 
dependent power.  In  ISS^  he  thus  addressed  the 
states  assembled  ut  Uouen  :  "  I  have  tiol  called  you 
toget)u-r,  by  any  nienn.'i,  as  ray  predecessors  did,  to 
nuke  known  to  you  my  will.  I  liavc  an«embt«d 
70U  to  hear  your  counsels,  to  believe  in  ihem,  and 
to  follow  tliem,  in  short,  lo  place  myself  under  your 
guardianship— a  wi&h  seldom  Ibrmt'd  by  kings, graj- 
beards,  and  conqueror*." 

Pcrliiipt  he  knew  no(  himself  that,  in  thus  speak- 
ing in  accordance  with  the  spiiit  of  the  time,  he 
had  yielded  to  nccesHty,  that  he  had  spoken  as  his 
good  genius  prompted ;  for.  when  his  GabricUe  ex- 
pressed her  surprtnv  at  this  guardianship,  be  replied, 
"Ventre- wiint-griii,  je  rentunds  avec  mon  tpie  * 
cot^."  The  wonls  addretaed  to  the  pnrliBincDt 
have  become  the  property  of  history  und  of  the 
French  people ;  those  uttered  in  the  boudoir  of  hb 
miitren  dietl  away  upon  its  walls. 
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All  France,  aiui  Normandy  in  particular,  fdt  the 
beoeficial  effccu  of  the  goTerumcnt  of  a  king  who, 
at  l&tu,  did  nut  act  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  his  time. 
His  dc-ntti  was  tli«  culminating  point  in  the  historjr 
of  the  French  people,  and  thence fin-vranl  n-e  proceed 
wiifi  giant  strides  to  the  French  revolution.  None 
of  the  Buceeasors  of  Henry  IV.,  who,  down  to  Louts 
XVI.,  were  ull  lio}»  when  they  uscended  the  throne, 
had  any  notion  how,  through  what  causes,  and  by 
whom,  Ui«  Holder  were  driven  frum  the  political 
tfacstre:  noueof  theoi  ever  appeared  to  suspect  that 
the  gradual  attainment  of  majori^  by  the  people 
had  alone  given  king*  the  [Ktwer  to  reduce  the  no- 
bles and  ihtf  eli-rgy  to  jiuliticul  ciphers.  The  nohlea 
had  even  dctnenncd  ttiemsclve*  so  far  as  to  piTform 
the  MTviccs  of  courtiers,  ready  to  comply  witfi  every 
wish  of  the  king  or  of  his  courticn.  The  kings 
could  not  find  more  derated  lactjueys,  and  therefore 
relinquished  the  people  aitd  (he  government  to  llie 
great,  who  regard(>d  intrigue  as  the  only  way  of 
r^^iniiig  their  former  polittad  power. 

Thv  tiera-ftat  nionc  had  clear  views  in  ibcse 
gloomy  times,  and  even  strove  to  act  the  part  of 
protector  of  the  royal  power.  In  the  ttatea-gciicral, 
which  Louis  XHL  summoned  tt^lher  (Octo 
ber  27th,  1614),  it  requested  the  king,  in  order  to 
check  a  reprobate  docihoe  which  had  been  spreading 
for  aorae  thne  post,  and  threatening  the  indejiendence 
of  the  sovereign  in  regard  to  bis  temporalities,  to 
permit  a  fuiHlatnental  law  to  Ik  cnacte<l  in  the  as- 
Ktubly  of  the  siairs'genera]  to  tliis  cflV-ct — lluil, 
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linoe  the  kiog  wa&  recogiiiited  as  lovemgn  of  ynaet, 
and  derived  his  power  from  God  alone,  ihcrc  wu  not 
on  enrlli  tithrr  uii  ecclauMical  or  r  temporal  power 
which  had  u  right  to  deprive  hmi  of  his  kiogdom,  or 
to  release  or  dinpcnKV  hia  lubjccts  frotn  the  rcJilt;  aad 
atiachmcnl  w.-hK:h  tlicy  owtd  hini  on  any  ground 
wliatcver,  Bui  ihc  voice  of  the  rcpresentAlivc*  of 
the  people  liad  no  more  effect  than  a  voice  in  tbt 
vilderncsii ;  the  king  understood  it  not,  ami  thoM 
who  ilid  understand  il,  the  noblea  and  tlie  clergy, 
uppMMiI  the  adiipiion  of  the  propoi>ed  article,  osd 
look  cazv  that,  during  the  reigu  of  Louis  XIV.,  tbv 
nolnhl(.-«  only,  and  not  the  M»te»-getientl,  »ltould  be 
called  together. 

The  nobility  and  the  clergy,  no  longer  the  ener- 
gelic  rep ri'senta lives  of  a  want  of  the  time  and  cC 
circumsinnce^  hut  the  mere  panders  to  the  paMion* 
and  whims  of  a  bt)y,  a  woman,  a  favourite,  aoon 
ruled  alone,  and  obiuiited  without  much  difficulty 
(lie  repeal  of  the  edicts  whicli  dKlureU  the  ciltaem 
to  be  relieved  from  the  tailU,  sod  even  found  nieaoa 
to  deprive  the  ennobletl  citizens  of  their  patents. 

The  intrigues  of  a  duke  de  Longueville  very 
soon  produced  dUturbance»  and  insurrecitons  in 
Normandy,  wilhoitt,  however,  giving  a  different 
turn  to  tite  courte  of  events. 

Laxtty,  Richelieu  wa#  the  very  iwaraation  of  that 
spirit  of  the  rulem  of  Fmnoe,  of  the  notiiliiy,  and 
of  the  clergy.  With  wliat  eyes  the  people  of  Nur- 
inandv  regnrded  llm  rule  is  proved  bv  an  insur- 
rection  in  Itouen,  witeii  the  people  futdbiy  o(>poaed 
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the  executton  of  the  EdiU  bursaux  which  he  issued, 
ttDtl  yidddl  on\y  to  adroit  intrigue  and  tu  tin-  armed 
force.  The  minority  of  Ia>uu  XIV.,  (he  caniivnl 
fanre  of  Uie  League,  which  w,\s  then  called  Lu 
Pronde,  only  iucreascd  tlic  general  cMtifution ;  till 
al  Ic-nglh  war  diverted  the  aiiention  of  ihi^  (wople 
from  dixiicHitc  ulTairit,  and  cunititutnl  a  point  (»f  ri;- 
pow,  by  giving  fur  a  time  tu  the  pupuUr  energy 
another  fidd,  a  difft-renl  H>rt  of  iictivity,  io  la  gloire. 

Some  have  uiteni|>t<-d  to  iicooonlfor  (Ih- Re  volution 
by  the  philosopliic  ideas  preached  in  and  after  the 
lime  of  I<oui»  XIV.,  and  hy  the  influence  of  vrilcrs 
uptui  Francv.  Hut  thin  plit-nonH-iion  nu«  iuelf  ooty 
an  effect  of  the  awakened  a^ririt  uf  ihv  peuplc,  and 
inMt  certainly  not  its  cuuho.  Nothing  but  a  ini»> 
conception,  or  rather  an  absolute  ignorance,  of  pre- 
ceding events  can  lead  to  such  a  deduction.  The 
ill telicctual  and  phyucal  force,  if  the  latter  term  may 
be  applied  to  the  energy  dwelopal  in  war,  which 
France  displayed  under  Louis  XIV.,  is  (u  bt:  ac- 
counted fur  only  by  the  awaking  of  tlie  people  from 
the  slumber  of  a  thousand  years,  which  gave  it 
ktrengih,  even  liifore  it  knew  whiil  it  winild  hv  at,  to 
strangle  the  H-rpciilsin  ilscrmllc,  and  when  it  had  ar- 
rived  at  consciousnoM  to  shake  the  world  on  its  axis. 

During  the  reign  of  a  Louts  XV.,  the  ]»iraaile 
plant,  which  luid  Mruek  mot  in  the  dunghill  of  the 
middle  uge«,  (m)duci.-d  flowenand  fruit;  and  under 
I^uisXVI.  it  was  cm  down  along  with  the  withered 
tree  up  which  it  had  climl>e<l,  and  which  it  Itod  en- 
tirely drained  of  its  tap.     Ttic  struggle  u(  the  par. 
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)'uiin«ni  under  Louis  XV.  wilh  ibecDurtiera  and  f»- 
Touritca  was  <m\y  a  ijrpe  of  the  conflict  of  U»c  eoo- 
stituent  and  IcgittUtirc  assciiil)li»  in  ihc  Ui»t  (|Uarur  J 
of  ilif  cij^litfciitli  century.  Tlic  grn4  lit  la  robt* 
were  tlic  last  advocates  of  the  titra^itat  and  the 
people,  and  the  creatures  of  ibe  chancellor  Mnupdou 
strode  to  silence  tlieni  aUo. 

Nonnnudy  difttinguisticd  itself  in  this  coolest. 
In  an  arrgt  ot  the  15th  of  April,  1771.  the  par- 
liament of  Uouen  declared  the  favoured  servanU  of 
the  court  to  be  "inlru«  parjures  ct  viulaieurede 
leun  BCTmt;iii!t ;"  and  the  manift-Mo  of  the  18th  of 
Noreniber,  \TJi,  addressed  to  the  Normanc,  aft«r 
llie  pnrliameiit  of  Normandy  was  ditaulvcd.  even 
went  so  fjr  as  lo  threaten  the  separation  of  Nor- 
mandy from  France,  if  live  uncieni  riglitit  of  the 
oouuiry  should  continue  to  hn  tninipk'd  under  foal, 
BS  they  then  tverr.  It  apiH-ated  to  ihe  compact 
MtOi,  hy  which  Normandy  was  united  with  FratMe^l 
nod  hy  which  it  was  mutually  agreed  that,  if  either 
party  neglected  to  fulfil  it,  tlte  uihcr  wu«  related 
from  the  engagement,  oonteiidiii^  ihai  ihf  pravinc* 
was  thereby  nrplacrd  in  its  forinrr  state,  awl  conw 
quenily  given  back  to  England,  or  u  liberty  lo  seek 
annther  sovereign  for  itself. 

The  docuoieni  in  question  then  proceeds  llius: 

"  Bcsidui  this  contract  ofincorpnniion,  the  NorraatM ' 

have  to  demiind  the  fum"u*c<  ides, /iiMa/fcnii.rA'or-l 

maiidt.  This  consists  of  three  prinripiil  uriiele*.   Ac>> 

■     cortling  to  tlwfini,  the  Ctfilfumr'or  the  country  and 

I     tu  usages  mutt  itut  be  altered  upon  any  pretext  or  al 
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any  time  whaterer ;  by  ihv  second,  ilie  Huchy  shall 
be  left  in  poMe«sioD  of  its  nnncnt  cxnirl  of  jiixlice  or 
sovereign  Bchiquier,  which  decides  in  lnt.1  instance 
on  all  suits  in  the  province,  so  that  none  nf  ilwm 
can  be  tmnitferred  to  a  judge  in  any  other  country ; 
and  by  the  third,  the  kingx  and  the  dukes  at  Nor- 
maitdy  musi  not  upon  any  pn-iext  impose  inxes  of 
any  kind  upon  the  province,  nnkiw  the  three  estates 
of  the  country  admit  that  thrrc  is  the  mottt  urgent 
neceui^  for  them." 

Such  was  the  ctimpact,  under  the  pruteciion  of 
which  Normandy  took  the  kings  of  Prance  for  its 
dukc&  lu  nubmiwioT)  ihcn-furc  dcfM-tidn  on  tht 
fulfilment  of  [lie  contrnct,  tli«  price  of  which  is  fixwl 
by  the  instrument  itself.  "  All  people."  il  tays, 
"  are  appointed  by  Nature  avengere  of  the  violated 
law  of  nations  and  protectors  of  ihc  rippreHnil." 
Twenty  years  Inter,  this  principle  wm  solemnly  pro. 
claimed  throughout  all  France. 

The  manifesto  aux  Normanda  shows  how  the 
notions  of  llic  people  had  developed  themst^lve*,  tiow 
they  had  gradually  become  aware  of  what  had  Iteen 
for  ages  germinating  in  the  soil.  The  nuihors  of 
till*  manifirito  were  members  of  the  jmrliament  of 
Roueti,  nny,  even  nobles ;  but,  in  onlcr  to  <lefcnd 
their  own  rights,  they  were  obliged,  like  Mirabeau 
and  Lafayette  at  a  later  period,  to  become  tribunes 
of  the  people,  to  speak  their  language,  to  iidvocate 
their  cause,  to  fight  their  enemies.  Alt  the  nobles 
of  Normandy,  fnr  awny  from  the  ooiin,  acceded  (o 
these  principles  in  a  Lettre  au  Xoi  (November  I7th, 
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17TS),  but  its  language  vas  diffenni,  for  it  i*a«  >»- 
sutned  ID  ihU  le/lre  ilini  the  king  was  lidd  in  sub- 
j«ction  liy  hU  fnvouriicM,  uiiil  it  tlwrefore  pnyed 
that  lie  wouM  ctnaiicipali;  himsrlf. 

Louis  XVI.  strove  to  repair  the  mtsctitfr  done 
liy  his  predecessors.  It  in  well  known  how  he  *«• 
again  checkoil  in  ihevc  dl'orls  by  the  court  and  the 
f&votirilvs,  how  ilicj  pulled  down  as  fott  as  ho  built 
up,  how  they  got  into  his  way  whenever  he  would 
have  advanced  a  step,  and  how  at  last,  misled  by 
them,  he  leagued  lilnitclf  with  llie  foreign  foe  for 
the  purptMe  of  annihilating  nit  that  the  Coimilucni 
and  I.e^iKUiive  AHeinl>lies  had  done,  and  thai  he 
had  swnrn  to  uf>h(ild,  and  how  all  this  brought  him 
to  the  scafTuld. 

For  four  or  five  ccniuries,  what  waa  destinnl  lo 
hapiH-n  tiiid  been  in  prepiaraiion.  The  ncarrr  we 
approach  lo  the  epoch  of  the  Kcvoluiion,  the  more 
plainly  we  perceive  the  sigas  and  tokens  of  eomiog 
event!!.  In  all  the  great  epoch*  of  history  we  tec 
iIk*  ftiture  preparing  in  ilits  manner  for  eeaturw*. 
till  nt  length  tW  man  arises  who  knows  how  to  soItc 
(be  riddle,  sums  up,  and  decides  (he  wbcle  00Dtto> 
versy.  For  the  rovolulion  of  1789  Sieyea  was  that 
nuin,  for  he  aid,  "  What  is  the  tUrt-ftat,  the  bour* 
gcoisN'?  Nothing. — What  ought  it  to  Ik?  Eti-t^ 
thing."  And  iheGeniusof  History  saidAmen  !  and 
it  was  MI. 

kThe  llevnluiion  closed  the  last  epoch  of  the  h»- 
lory  of  France  to  commence  a  new  one.  It  enunl 
Ibe  names  of  the  provinces,  and  that  of  Normandy 
■Riong  the  r«tt. 
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Wc  stand  upon  the  lidd  whicli  it  hat  fumiwcd 
in  all  directions;  wp  sec  the  crops  that  arc  every 
where  springing;  upon  it ;  and  the  astooished  world 
strivcH  to  aMonain  whet)i«r  the  new  plant,  ihc  young 
Ircc,  is  tJic  fruit-trcv  of  the  new  epoch,  giving  sus- 
tenance to  all  or  only  to  a  fc«v,  or  whether  it  is  a 
poisonous  vt^c-taLIe.  Futurity  will  appreciate  ih« 
value  of  the  fruil,  and  the  god  of  History  will  blets 
it,  distribute  it,  and  give  to  each  his  due. 
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and  we  rofty  thence  iiifRr  tliat  tx>  early  n"  tlie  unw 
of  the  Kon)an«  it  hail  loot  iu  foruitr  u^nsniucncv, 
and  that  it  ww  then,  a>  it  is  now,  a  sort  of  ruin- 
n«mains,  (wo  thousand  years  old,  of  a  lloman 
theatre,  and  Koman  baths,  and  the  llonian  utensiU 
and  coina  which  linvc  been  dug  uji,  afford  sthking 
evidence  of  its  cnrly  importance. 

Nt^nr  tliL'  remains  of  the  Koman  theatre  lies 
another  ruin,  that  of  the  caxttv  of  the  countii  of 
Harciourl,  in  which  William  Utr  CofU|iicror  oocC 
resided.  Hither  catne  Kobert  de  Grandtaenil, 
abbot  of  Auche,  and  previously  master  of  the  horse 
to  Willtaro,  uho  had  been  guilty  of  some  oAenoc— 
1  furget  what^  against  liis  surerrign,  and  had  fled 
to  Rome  to  avoid  his  resentment.  The  pojie  not 
only  gave  the  abbot  of  Aiiche  an  apostolic  letter, 
but  »ent  with  him  two  ranlinals  to  effect  a  reconci- 
liation. Whcii  William  liranl  uf  Iuk  arrival,  be 
said,  "  I  will  receive  the  legates  of  the  pope,  the 
general  father  of  all  the  faithful,  if  they  oooie  to 
s{)eiik  lo  me  about  the  christian  religion ;  btit  if  n 
monk  in  my  dominion!*  dures  utter  an  unseemly 
woni,  I  tvill  have  him  hanged  ignomioiouily  on  the 
highe!>i  oak  in  yon  Ibrest."  Such  was  the  declara- 
tion of  the  mm  of  Harlotte  to  the  envoys  of  the 
|)ii|)e.  at  a  lime  when  a  German  vmpirror  was  doing 
penance  baretbot  at  Caiwesa.  William  was  a  reso- 
lute prince  :  to  such  dianuters  lielongs  the  n-orld, 
which  is  sure  to  olx-y  when  any  one  has  the  cpirit 
to  suy.  "  I  will  it." 

I'opu'er    tradition    relates    that   in    thia    castle 
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William  assembled  bis  barons,  when  he  first  made 
them  acquainted  witli  liia  design  of  conquering  Eng- 
land. The  windn  haresince  )>as»ed  over  the  castle, 
«nd  those  wnlls,  within  which  the  fute  of"  kingdoms 
was  decided,  are  now  the  abode  of  the  wise  bird  of 
Minei^a,  which  muses  and  smiles  on  the  vnnily  of 
petty  mortals  who  buaat  of  ihi^ir  a<:!iievenients. 

Around  the  itiideiit  Itoman  theatre,  around  the 
castle  of  the  mightiest  of  lh«  mighty,  now  stand 
some  hundreds  of  huts,  ruins  of  to-day  and  yester- 
day, over  which  the  tempest  pa.-uics,  and  whose  in- 
tignificnnce  is  t)i«ir  Kofeguard.  That  theatre  tells 
of  the  popular  festivals,  of  combats  of  wild  beasts, 
of  the  blood  of  gladiators ;  yon  eastle  S{)eaks  of  the 
determined  spirit  and  the  pride  of  the  Conqueror, 
and  of  the  piles  of  dead  upon  which  hu  ervctctl 
his  throne ;  and  those  huts  of  the  hard,  laborious 
life  of  the  husbandman,  born  only  to  seem  to  exist, 
to  aid  the  miglity  to  make  history,  and  then  to  quit 
the  stage. 


180 


CAUDEBEO. 


CHAPTER  XXVI. 


Cmibboe:  bMWiful  View:  th«  Charch— Spiing  of  Si.  Onnplire 
-^bba;  of  l''«Dtan«IW  ur  Ht.  Wandrill*— La  UulWit— Raiu 
of  tbo  Abbey  of  Jomii^gei— lllitonckl  Etcdu  conocctcd  wltl) 
iha  Abbxj— Thi"  Eti*r»/*  of  Jniiiifnf»— Willimn  [.onjt«iiranl — 
Agna  Sorel— Supcntitran  of  the  Inbbilknii  of  (be  EavlroM 
— DigginR  For  biddan  Trouunt— li«|g«Rd«rj  Tlin — !%•  Or«M 
Wal(_L>i)cl*ic— Ambonrrille — GwitAndu'ii  Chkir— Cull*  of 
Bsrdoaiillv :  tra<1ilii>ii  luUlive  Itf  out  of  it*  •morn — Caumont 
•— Ia  V»cheriB— M»d»me  Dubongc  uiil  VolUIn — Houllni- 
□•*•  of  iha  luMr— CastJe  of  lUbtn  U  D«bl«— Tradition  ra- 
tpoctiog  bin— Wood  <3l  Roonwre— RoiMa. 

Tbe  ruin!)  of  Lill€bonn«  Itad  tbmirn  uk  inu>a 
reverie,  and  in  a  few  mintiie»,  wlit-n  I  nguin  luokvd 
around  tne,  wc  had  U-ft  them  bohw  Imguca  !>•<• 
hind,  and  were  alrcndy  beyond  Villcqutcr— as  high 
as  which  place  old  Ocean  asccuds  in  his  amorous 
MtauU— «nd  opjKMiie  (o  Caudebec  Vemet,  ihe 
marine  painter,  declare<l  'hat  he  coitsidered  the  view 
of  Caudel>ec  bk  the  tine»i  in  nil  France.  It  t» 
indeed  wry  iKnutiful,  though  there  may  be  finer. 
The  town  is  K-nted  in  a  valley  formed  by  the 
St.  Gertrude,  a  sronll  stream  whidi  here  discharge* 
iisdf  into  iIk  Seine.     Go  eitlicr  side  of  this 
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Ttae  hilh  of  graceful  form,  cloibctl  with  wood.  The 
GollikC  cliurcl)  in  the  middlo  of  the  valley  tovrcrs 
abuvv  iliu  )tuu3«s.  Th«  latter,  at  least  tliose  which 
face  the  Seine,  are  pointed  all  worts  of  colours, 
while,  blue,  green,  red,  and  on  th<r  quays  are  alleys 
of  tall  trcesaiMJ  tlower^rtleiu  with  verdant  arl>oura. 
Ii  would  alinoHt  neeni  as  if  tlui  town,  Iinving  icn* 
proved  the  cliarms  which  Nature  bestowed  upon 
)kt,  now  takes  n  pride  in  viewing  hcrtolf  in  the 
mirror  of  the  Seine. 

The  people  of  Caudebec,  who  bod  made  a  very 
gallani  reustance  agaiiutt  the  ICngliih,  were  ihe  chief 
inuigators  and  actors  in  an  in:iurr<!Cli»n  of  the 
peasants  for  the  expulsion  of  tlwee  invaders  after 
lh«y  bad  reconquered  Normandy,  and  many  of 
them  paid  with  their  lives  for  this  temerity.  Thv 
Ui-f»rntatli>n  found  nciivv  adlK-renis  at  Caudrbec, 
wbicli  was  noon  occiipiixl  by  tbc  Protestants.  The 
revocation  of  the  edict  of  Nanles  destroyed  the  pro- 
8penty  of  the  town,  becauw  the  greater  number  and 
the  wealthiett  of  its  inhabitant  emigmii^d  to  other 
countriea,  where  they  could  worship  God  in  iheic 
own  way. 

The  church  of  Caudebec  is  accounted  one  of  ibe 
finest  ^>ecimcnfi  of  Gothic-Normiin  arcbitecitirc. 
On  this  point  the  partiality  of  the  FreiKh  for 
Henry  IV.  would  be  sufficient  to  drive  nil  ceiw 
soriou*  critics  out  of  (he  field ;  for  that  king  is  re- 
ported to  have  exclaimed,  "  C^vst  id  la  plus  belle 
chapvllv  que  j'ai  encore  vuc  T  and  I  must,  cgnfeas 
that  I  dare  not  oontiadict  the  ofnniun.     Let  him. 
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xeal  fur  intellectual  purmiiu,  fur  lie  hod  ulrrAdy 
comprehended  that  Science  mav  becomes  liMidinaid 
In  PovrcT,  and  that  her  sword  is  often  kveoer  than 
v\ffn  l)iM  of  «  Rolunii.  Fur  a  tiine  the  Kboob 
floundin)  nj^in  at  Foni«H4k,  and  tucxiwdiug  agta 
were  indebted  to  the  monks  of  this  convent  for  tb* 
fir«t  collection  of  (he  CapituUrieSi  vhich  fiirnisli  ■ 
key  to  the  plans  of  Charlemagne. 

But  under  hit  tuecesaors  the  ancient  ignonooef 
tlte  rulp  of  ru<le  f<irc«,  agniii  predominated,  and 
thenceforward  the  history  of  St.  Wandrille  is  but 
an  inensant  seriea  of  priestly  pretentiions,  hypucmy, 
and  deprsTity,  opposed  only  now  and  then  by  weU- 
mrant  cndwvount  to  restore  llw  ori^nid  purity  of 
tlw  convent,  but  in  gcncrnl  wiibmil  success. 

The  last  of  the  Merovingians,  Tbcodoric.  son  cf 
(^ilderic,  died  here.  The  curse  incurred  by  hia 
fatliera  discharged  itself  upon  him.  The  justice  of 
history  often  decree*  that  son  and  grandson  shall 
make  ntonenxrnt  for  the  sins  of  the  lather. 

The  Muse  of  history  cannot  pass  erpn  the  in- 
animate stone  without  inscrilring  her  lesaonx  upon 
iti  Thus  those  ruins  of  (be  church,  which  ooc* 
resounded  with  the  blasphemous  prayers  of  an 
hyiMXTiltcul  piety,  throtigh  which  the  winds  now 
blow  without  n-siitnnce,  and  from  which  the  paaaog 
tempest  generally  rends  n  few  more  stones,  prudaim 
that  (here  reigns  a  justice  which  is  above  the  calcu- 
lations of  man.  And  within  thooe  niona»iic  wallt, 
where  men  formerly  aporled  with  vows  which  they 
called  upon  tiod  «>  witness,  and  where  aow  the 
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opinniog-whettl  juk]  tliv  stcnm-cngine  arc  at  work) 
is  wriltcn  llic  scnU-noe  which  condemns  llit  idleness 
thnt  dcoms  iltwlf  called  to  direct  the  dcsiinit-S  of 
men  here  and  even  Iwreaftier,  and  gives  labour  tlie 
right  tu  turn  it  out  of  itit  gxissonxidtu. 

Be-fore  yoii  re-wh  Jiimicjras,  tlw  twin  abbey  of 
Fontcnvllf,  yoa  pass  La  Maillerie,  a  ch&tcau  in  good 
preservation.  The  park  and  mansion  are  handsome. 
They  were  the  property  of  Afailurne  lie  Xagu,  whom 
I  l)ave  mentioned  in  treating  of  Orchcr,  mid  who 
via*  l>cre,  as  well  as  there,  the  bencfactresf  of  all 
around  her.  She  haa  raised  herself  a  monument  in 
t)ie  aiTections  of  tltc  poor.  Her  itanie  will  live  in 
the  memory  of  tlie  people,  and  her  history  will 
sooner  or  later  be  transformed  into  a  NormaD  popu- 
lar tradiiton. 

Jiimii-gen,  who»e  riiiriK,  still  proii<l  in  their  destruc- 
tion, nod  to  us  in  the  lUstancc,  is,  as  I  hnrc  Kaid.  th« 
twin  brother ofSLWandrUJe.  Its  history, in  regard 
to  the  pursuits  and  conduct  ofthe  cl<-rgy,  is  precisely 
th«  same:  the  names  alone  difiV.T.  ^t.  Ouen,  the 
confidant  of  Clovis  II.,  was  the  founder,  St.  Fhili> 
bcrt,  the  first  abbot.  The  convent  was  much  more 
nworted  to  tlian  Fontvnelle ;  for  the  niinjl»er  of  the 
monks  rose  in  ten  year«  from  seventy  to  not  fewer 
than  eight  hundred. 

At  n  later  period,  the  same  circumstances  occurred 
here  as  at  Fontenelle,  and  we  find  the  same  depra- 
vity among  the  monks,  and  the  same  occasional  and 
transient  nttempi.t  at  reform ;  till  iit  length,  in  13S0, 
pope  Benedict  VII.  cxhonod  them  at  least  not  to 
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trample  in  public  upon  the  mona^lic  miss  and  upon 
th«  l«w»ormorolily  uiiil  humanity. 

Even  in  acciik-ntAl  vwnls  Utc  histury  of  J  umicges 
bore  wmi«  rewmblaiicc  to  thut  of  Si.  Wxindrille. 
As  the  last  acion  of  the  Merovingian  liitv  expired 
here,  so  there  another  sovereign  bouse  became  ex- 
tinct hy  thcdralh  of  its  In^i  prtnccs.  Charteinafrne 
vxitet)  Tassilo,  clukc  of  Itaviim,  and  hi.t  wm  Tlieo- 
dorc,  to  Jumi^ges,  and  both  here  expiated  a  sin  coin- 
milted  a  century  too  early  to  lead  to  an  independent 
liiriine  insleail  ofti  »mvciit. 

The  monks  seem  not  lo  have  l»en  satisfied  with 
this  honour ;  for  they  aftcrwnrtis  invcntvil  another 
Ktnry,  in  which  they  attributed  (o  tbeinselvea  mudt 
the  same  part  that  they  had  plnyi-d  in  n^rd  to 
Tavdilo  and  his  son.  Ac^cording  tu  tliis  story, 
whic  became  a  popular  tradition,  Clovis  II.  had, 
besides  ilie  three  sons  known  in  hisiiM-y,  two  otlieni, 
who  rebelleil  iigninut  ibctr  fuiher,  by  whoae  com- 
mand they  were  mcriKf,  and  ihrn  sent  for  lifv  to  (be 
nblx-y  of  Jumi^ges.  This  Isle  was  recordeil  in  the 
chronicles,  and  even  perpetuated  by  a  raonun>eni. 
1'he  tatter  gave  a  great  deal  of  (rouble  to  anttqua- 
Tum,  till  the  Him))Ie  remark  thai  the  two  ii^ires  re- 
prewenied  u(>oii  it  are  covered  wilh  ninniles  deoomted 
with  lilies,  overthrew  the  untenable  supposition 
tiiat  they  were  the  eom  of  Clovis,  because  it  was  not 
till  much  later  that  the  lily  was  adopted  in  France 
OS  the  royal  flower.  I'be  people,  however,  filling 
Up  the  outline,  relale  that  (be  two  yoiin^r  men,  after 
their  nerves  had  been  cut  by  command  of  their 
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fatlicr,  were  put  inl»  a  boat  without  a  rudder,  with 
odf  attendant,  a  jug  of  water,  and  n  loaf  of  brt-ii<l. 
and  turn<Ml  adnfVon  the  rieine.  The  current  wnfitil 
them,  ill  spile  of  the  windings,  islands,  and  bridges, 
from  Paris  to  J umivgi'.s,  ofl'  which  place  tlie  boat 
stopped  of  iCwlf;  whiTuupon  the  ubiiot  rect-ivL-d 
the  prim-t-s  anil  orduioitt  theui.  They  died  at  a 
very  old  ugc,  after  doing  severe  penanee  for  their 
ain.  Tlic  last  circumstance,  to  be  sure,  wan  not  in 
accordance  with  (lie  toinbtlone,  which  reprewntt 
two  youths. 

Bewdea  Tasdlo  and  hii*  son,  and  theite  two  ima- 
ginary enem^,  the  widls  of  Jiiniii-gi's  have  lodged 
ullwr  priDces  and  kings.  The  people  and  their  tra- 
ditions have  preaerved  (lie  remembrance  of  two  of 
them. 

The  NornianK  had  destroyed  the  abbey,  mid  it 
lay  ID  ruins  when  the  second  duke  of  Normandy 
ascended  the  ihn>ne.  Kollo,  on  finding  hia  authority 
establi&hed,  rentorcd  trant|uilhly,  and  gave  furee  to 
the  I«w»,  Two  monks,  who  had  lied  from  the 
swords  of  the  Normans,  and  grown  gray  nhroud, 
wished  to  die  in  the  house  where,  half  a  century 
before,  lh«-y  had  taken  the  vows.  They  found  no- 
llting  but  ruins  ami  waste  laml  where  (lie  abbey 
oncK  stood,  while  all  around  iIm;  sfxit  were  htxuriiinl 
6etd8.  They  built  an  hermitage  among  the  ruins, 
and  beirame  iIk  [la.itors  of  the  neighbouring  country. 
One  day,  Wilbam  Longaword  was  hunting  in  the 
peninoula  of  Jumiege*,  six)  fouml  the  (wo  monks  in 
their  Itennita^e.     Weary  and  thirsty,  lieasked  them 
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for  sonirthing  u>  eat  and  drink,  and  ibe  reclusei  tet 
before  him  bread  and  water.  William  diadaiaed 
this  fare,  and  when  ihc  henniU  told  iiim  that  the; 
had  nothing  else  to  offer,  hv  retinxl  angry  and 
sneering  m  iheir  jxiverty.  No  sooner  was  lie  gun« 
than  a  huge  wild  Ixiar  rushed  upon  him  nml  tlirvw 
.  him  down,  but  without  huning  him.  That  this  ma 
\.t  oiiraelc  is  evident;  and  William  r^urded  the 
accident  as  a.  punishment  for  his  behaviiMir  to  the 
pioua  reclu.te».  He  went  back,  bc^^ged  pardon,  and 
pfx>miM'd  them  tn  rebuild  the  mutULitery,  in  uiemory 
of  his  wonderful  deliverance  from  the  boar:  and  he 
kept  his  word. 

Another  prince,  whose  memory  meet*  llie  wan- 
derer nmnng  the  rtiins  of  Junii(>ge«,  is  Charles  VII. 
of  France ;  but  the  attention  puid  to  liiui  by  tfa« 
^bey  and  iu  histtirians  is  only  aa  die  satellite  of  a 
Lbrighter  planeL  While  the  king  was  driving  the 
'English  cMit  of  Norinniidy,  Agtivs  Sorcl  had  aecom- 
pftnicd  him  hitltcr,  and  rcaided  in  the  neighbouring 
cflstio  of  Mesnil,  where  she  died,  fler  heart  wat 
buried  at  Jumit^a;  her  memory  came  lu  bv  ui. 
toched  to  tite  walln  within  which  dwelt  Iwr  lover, 
wlin  visited  her  daily ;  and  it  is  mrely  that  a  French- 
man pnsaeii  tlie  spot  without  pnying  her  his  tribute 
of  gallantry. 

It  is  u-ell  known  how  Agnes  Sorel  stimulated  the 
imbecile  prince  to  activity  by  her  luve,  how  nhv  modu 
victory  the  price  of  her  favour.  Eiigl-i»d  was  van. 
quisheil  tM>i  by  French  men,  but  by  French  women, 
and  the  luimes  of  tlic  two  victoiious  heroines  ate 
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Agues  Sorel  and  Jeann«  d'  Arc.  The  former  con- 
trived to  luni  an  chcrvaU'tl  ('Hncc  into  a  inan,  ihe 
latter  to  make  an  army  out  of  a  di^intetl  muluttidc ; 
the  one  jjave  to  the  priaci*  the  will  to  6gl]l,  the  other 
imported  to  the  people  the  power  to  conquer.  The 
women  of  Pmnct*  have  a  rif^lit  to  lie  pniud  of  both  ; 
and  if  ihrrc  were  but  these  two  tlinl  b(x:anie  hcroinea 
in  France,  they  would  be  sufl^cieiit  to  justify  the 
gallantry  of  the  men  toward<>  the  sex.  Bui  th« 
French  women  in  general  are  inore  energetic,  more 
independent,  more  »elf-suflicient,  ihnn  tlioM-  of  any 
other  nation,  with  the  exception,  [HTliap»,  nf  Polish 
women.  A  German  woman  has  a  power  of  suffer- 
ing, of  endurance,  such  aa  the  French  woman  does 
Dot  pcnH'u  :  the  latter  ia  revolted  as  KK>n  a»  ulie  is 
iiu  longer  aipuble  of  enduring  wlint  siiqia-vwt  her 
strength,  lletice  the  new  idea  of  the  French  women 
to  claim  the  rights  of  men,  Kince  the  men  have  bcgtiti 
to  disregard  ihc  rights  of  the  women,  since  they 
shift  from  their  awn  shoulders,  and  impose  upon 
them,  htirdens  which  they  are  themselves  called  to 
bear. 

Agaea  Sorcl  is  as  brij^it  a  phciiomenou  id  bet 
way  as  la  Pucclle  herself.  She  continued  [o  bo 
nothing  but  a  woman,  and  conquered  the  English 
with  those  weajxinB  which  Nature  had  given  her  in 
order  to  conquer.  Juan  of  Art,  on  the  eniitrory, 
borrowed  of  the  man  i>word  and  helmet,  became 
man  herself,  and  put  to  shame  all  of  that  sex.  In- 
deed, a  woman  must  envy  the  former  more  than  the 
letter  >  hut  men  must  blush  when  they  think  of  the 
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Maid  of  OrlfnnB.  Joxttj  rcccivwl  the  cniKn 
manyrtlom,  and  Agn«s  saw  the  childrrn  whom  sh« 
liad  suckled  pow  up ;  the  one  died  on  the  scafibid, 
the  other  in  giving  Hfc  to  nn  infant;  the  one  U 
railed  "  la  Iwllt-  (Il-h  \k\Ic*,''  the  other,  ■'  U  Puccllv." 

Thv  blunt,  deeply  moral  peasants  of  Nomuuidy, 
who  could  not  peep  behind  the  royal  curtains ;  who 
knew  not  that  every  endeanneni  gain^  by  the  king 
from  Agnes  Sorel  wa»  a  fresh  »pur  to  exertion 
ngninst  the  encmicti  of  thf  tnuntry,  recognised  in 
licr  the  mistress  only,  Twt  the  heroine,  and  pro- 
nounced their  judgment  upon  her  accordingly. 
Whenever  they  saw  "  la  belle  des  belles"  from  the 
other  bank,  ihev  hiiil<^  htr  in  Murnlous  epithets, 
after  the  fashion  of  the  people  of  Caen,  who  shout 
to  each  other  from  one  side  of  the  river  to  tb«  other. 
S'etiffttcler  U  the  term  applie<l  to  this  custom  at 
Cnen ;  ihi-  |>ca.<iintt  of  .Tuuiiif^-s  called  njalcrie, 
heulerie.  They  were  rigid  moralists,  live  old  Nor- 
mans, and  so  most  of  them  arc  still  at  the  present 
day. 

All  ihwK  difierent  rccnl lections  give  a  peculiar 
charm  to  n  pil};rimngc  to  the  ruins  of  Jumi^ges. 
when  it  is  considered  that  as  an  architectural  work 
they  are  grand,  that  they  Br«  situated  in  a  beautiful 
tuxunnnl  country,  that  ihux  Nature,  Art,  and  His* 
lory  unite  to  elevate  us,  and  to  £^ve  a  higher  flight 
to  our  ideas. 

Hut  the  cnrirons  of  Jumi^ge*  prewnl  other  mat. 
ter  for  speculation  to  the  ohticrvrr.  We  have  seem 
that  the  convent,  on  its  first  foundation,  encouraged 
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Jlntteriag  hojies,  that  it  proini§ed  lo  become  a  semi- 
nary of  loariiing  and  science,  difl'using  around  it 
enlightaiment  and  huppiiicss.  Wlioever  hun  apy 
intiTcourse  with  ttit  iiilmbitnms  of  llwr  vicinity  must 
coafesB  that  tliese  promises  were  not  reallKd ;  for 
in  all  Niirniondy — and  the  clergy  were  active  every 
wliere  in  tlit-  same  spirit,  and  here  found  bcKides  a 
peojilc  endowed  with  a  lively  imaginalion—  there  is 
scnrcely  a  diitiricl  where  such  gross  ignorance  and 
tupen>lition  prevail,  and  where  the  people  are  to 
stupid,  an  hiTcabouts.  I  am  quoting  ihe  word.i  of 
IX-cJinmps,  the  hi&lorian  of  Jumi^ge.s,  and  at  every 
step  you  meet  with  evidences  of  iheir  truth. 

Digging  for  hidden  treasure  is  a  common  prac- 
tice here ;  and  I  heard  of  a  village — I  forget  its 
name  — where  not  long  ago  all  the  inhahiianis 
laboured  every  night  for  a  whole  year  with  (his 
object  before  ihcy  discoverod  the  futility  of  their 
dToris.  Due  incnniations  always  accompany  such 
undertakings,  and  the  old  folks  are  still  thoroughly 
ptTnuaded  that  the  failure  wai  owing  solely  to  utme 
blunder  in  the  formula,  and  that  the  treaKures  most 
assuredly  exist,  for  the  late  Gertrude,  whti  was  a 
very  rrepcctable  wiich,  hud  seen  ilit-m  in  spirit  and 
in  truth.  While  digging,  they  hud  always  several 
old  donkeya  in  readiness  to  be  laden  with  the  trea- 
sure; for  it  la  sn  undoubted  fact  that  whuevcr 
carries  a  piiu'of  ihia  kind  from  the  nput  where  it  is 
found  will  die  witliin  the  year;  and  of  eouric  it  is 
but  reasonable  to  employ  an  old  four-legged  at*  to 
perform  thai  laak  rattier  than  a  lwo.k-ggvd  odc. 
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The  land  belonged  to  the  convent,  and  o 
qwently  no  did  the  treasures  too  by  rigbt,  c 
Ico^t  tialf  of  tltem ;  t)ie  danger  was,  thererora,  io- 
vontcd  lo  force  the  findw  lo  apply  for  help,  and 
thus  niAke  him  betray  his  own  necrel. 

When  cattle  have  the  cholio,  nil  iliat  the  owner 
has  to  Ho  is  to  go  before  sunrise,  on  Si.  John*»  day, 
barefoot  and  without  being  seen,  and  pull  up  two 
handfulit  nf  nim-hahns  in  a  neighbour's  ttcld,  to 
twist  these  inio  a  sort  of  rope,  which  he  must 
wind  round  the  body  of  tlw  ailing  eow  or  other 
animal,  at  the  same  tini«  reprnling  the  fir»t  vfnet 
of  St.  John's  gospel  s — '*  In  the  beginning  was  (be 
word,  and  the  word  was  with  God,"  &c.  The  cuw 
ctitK  s  caper,  nnd  is  as  be.irty  a*  a  Gdi  in  water, 
tliat  is  to  say,  when  it  u  not  ill. 

When  a  persim  i%  drowned,  attd  his  body  i»  not 
found  at  once,  you  need  only  gcl  a  taper  consecrated, 
set  it  up  on  a  board,  light  it,  an*)  turn  board  and 
taper  adrift  on  the  water.  You  may  be  very  sure 
that  the  light  will  float  to  the  apot  wl>ere  the  bivly 
lies,  no  matter  whether  it  lie  up  or  down  the  river, 
and  stand  still  over  it. 

The  whole  coutitry  abounds  of  course  in  iale« 
and  miracles.  One  of  the  most  striking  of  these  is 
aaid  to  have  taken  place  on  occasion  of  the  deci'SM 
of  the  itecond  abbot,  Alcadre.  Feeling  that  his  dis- 
Molution  was  at  hand,  he  became  unnuy,  not  about 
hia  own  dnth,  but  on  ucrouni  of  the  nine  bundreil 
monks  whom  he  should  leave  )>ehind.  He  was 
ftfmid  Icsl  the  great  number  of  the  uMMika  would 
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exceedingly  en))mrTa«H  his  gucceuwr,  and  therefore 
praywi  m  the  Lord  that  he  might  live  n  Httl«  longer. 
But  in  thr  night  he  had  a  vinion.  The  angel  Gabriel, 
or  Michael,  came  to  him  and  said  (hat  be  was  right, 
and  thai  the  Lord  would  provide  for  the  future 
tranquillily  of  the  convent.  And  the  »ngcl  u-cnt 
through  the  dormitory  of  the  monks,  and  marked 
four  hundred  and  «ixty  of  tltv  moKt  jnous  of  (hem 
with  n  {)alm-britnch,  and  then  went  htifk  to  ihc 
abbot  and  said  to  him :  — '*  Be  easy ;  all  that  1  have 
marked  the  Lord  hath  found  worthy  to  appear 
before  him,  and  they  Hhall  Hiand  in  hi»  prest-nce  in 
the  third  night  from  tlii«."  The  uhbttt  nisr  com- 
forted in  spirit,  and  informed  them  ho«-  short  a  lime 
they  hud  to  live.  All  of  liicm  prejjurfd  thcmselve* 
for  death ;  and  in  the  third  night,  when  they  were 
saying  Amen  to  the  midnight  prayer,  the  sprits  of 
the  happy  hand  were  summnne<J  away. 

That  an  nngel,  the  destroying  angel  of  the 
pl^ue,  wa«  the  agent  in  this  affair,  is  pretty  evident. 
Now  the  plague  is  a  scourge  of  God  ;  the  monkx 
might  not  like  the  people  to  believe  that  the  Lord 
at  timc»  H»urged  the  shepherds  aa  wdl  as  tttv  Rixrk, 
and  henm  the  origin  nf  tliis  miracle. 

Another  of  these  wonilers  likewise  points  very 
plainly  to  its  source.  Not  far  from  the  convent  of 
monks  was  a  nunnery  founded  by  St.  Philibcrt. 
Whfiher  the  saint  showed  common  prudence  in 
placing  tlw  cells  nf  the  nuns  so  near  to  those  of 
the  monks  is  a  question.  At  any  rale,  when  the 
saint,  after  he  had  incurred  the  displeasure  of  his 
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holr  fricwl  St.  Oucn,  wa«  thrown  into  prison  an 
atWrwHrds  linniehcd,  St.  A uiUrL-bcriliv,  iho  holy  ab- 
bess of  fouilly,  wa&likewisecxiMfrom  her  convent. 
Among  other  Christian  duties,  the  abln.-**  and  her 
nuns  had  undenaki-n  to  wash  the  gamimtK  of  the 
monk;.  A  fjniihfiil  donkey  wo*  nccustomed  to  carry 
them  from  the  convent  to  the  niinnery.  One  day, 
a  ravenous  wolf  iell  upon  the  poor  beakt,  and  tore 
him  in  pieces  without  mercy.  When  the  holy 
abbess  hcnnl  this,  i>hc  was  very  angry,  and  by  het 
prayers  she  forced  the  wolf  to  perform  the  same 
office  that  his  victim  had  done.  She  linaded  him 
with  the  j^ajmenUt  of  the  holy  brollierhodd,  and, 
till  he  died  of  old  iRe,  the  wulf  was  as  steady  and 
regular  in  his  new  duty  as  ever  his  modest  prede- 
ctscor  had  been. 

In  honour  of  this  mirmcle  a  chapel  was  built. 
Time  and  circumstances  pulled  it  doi>n.  A  cross, 
"lacToix  it  I'ane,"  was  then  erected  on  the  spot, 
and  I  know  not  whether  this  hos  been  spared  by 
the  hand  of  Time.  But  a  popular  custom,  orifrin- 
8ting  according  to  historians  in  this  alleged  miracle, 
and  into  which  something  of  it  at  least  has  been 
(ransfuKcd,  slili  sutiaisis,  and  would  be  vrorth  notice 
even  though  it  did  nut  remind  us  of  this  story. 

Tlverc  are  numerous  fraternities  within  the  juri;^ 
diction  of  ihe  abtiey.  One  of  these  has  chotvn 
St.  John  Baptist  for  its  patron  and  bears  hi*  name. 
The  tic«  prc«dent  t-lecieti  tnnuidly  i*  called  "  le 
loup  vert ;"  and  it  would  appear  that  ho  derives 
lliii  appellation  from  the  above  miracle.     On  the 
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S3d  of  June,  the  eve  of  th^-  feiist  of  Si.  Joliii,  the 
nvw  girm  wolf  is  inBtallcd  in  his  office,  uiid  no  t-tn- 
peror  can  boait  thnt  his  coronation  is  pcrtbrnied 
with  greatn-  Mlcmnily. 

Thr  whole  brathcrhood  assembles  for  tliit  pur- 
pose at  the  house  of  ihe  old  green  wolf,  and  thence 
l^oes  in  procesaion  to  church,  preceded  hy  croEui 
sod  6ittc*,  nud  e^tch  member  wearing  a  cap  in  wliicli 
is  fastentsi  an  image  of  St.  John.  But  the  greco 
wolf  is  c«)vered  with  a  green  toga  reaching  to  hia 
heels,  and  has  on  his  head  a  high  green  cap  without 
brim  and  iKlorned  with  ribbons.  At  the  head  of 
tile  procession  a  boy  in  a  cope  carries  two  hells, 
which  he  rings  without  intermission,  and  the  tink' 
ling  of  which  iit  oidy  intorrupletl  from  time  tu  time 
by  the  filing  of  the  brcihreii.  In  this  manner  tlicy 
direct  their  course  to  the  church,  singing  the  hymn 
of  St.  John.  Near  the  ruins  of  the  abl)ey  the  pro- 
cession is  met  by  the  priest  of  tlie  place  in  full 
paraphernalia,  acoompanied  by  hts  curates,  the 
ecxtoo,  and  the  singing  boys.  A  general  aalute  is 
fired  in  honour  of  this  meeting.  The  |uriy  enters 
the  church,  where  the  prient  Mng«  ves|>cra.  On 
kaving  ilie  church  the  whole  procewun  repairs  in 
solemn  order  to  the  house  of  the  old  grwn  wolf, 
where  a  rejuist,  whicJi  must  not  condsi  of  any  thing 
but  fish  and  pastry,  awaits  the  brethren.  After 
supper,  n  large  bon6re  is  lighted  before  ttte  Itousc 
of  the  old  wolf;  the  Uds  snil  laiMcs,  ull  in  their 
best  clothes,  the  latter  decorated  with  ribbons, 
dance  around  it,  till  the  brotherhood,  drawn  up  as 
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before,  and  preceded  h;  cron,  i\tg,  an«I  bells, 
march  in  procession  about  llic  fire,  singinff  oii 
editying  hymn.  When  thU  is  finished,  all  tht 
lirethren,  with  the  old  green  wolf  at  their  head, 
begin  to  donee  round  the  fire. 

The  new  green  wwlf,  provided  with  n  willow 
switch,  layfl  it  about  the  brethren,  who,  hand  in 
hand,  fonning  n  long  ehwn,  agun  headed  by  the 
old  wolf,  run  nfler  the  new  one,  whom  they  must 
surround  and  catch  three  times  before  he  really 
hecomeN  the  green  wolf.  At  the  third  time,  they 
hoist  him  on  their  dioulders,  run  with  him  to 
the  fire,  and  make  beliere  to  throw  him  into  it  by 
way  of  putting  lits  coumge  to  the  Iwt  te«t.  One 
of  the  persons  present  then  strikes  up  th«  following 
song:— 

Voici  t&  SC  Jmc, 
L1i«iii«iiw  jMtvta 
Qua  n<M  mmounoK 
V'onl  i  rkucmbl^ 
MtrvhuDtjoli  ooBar. 
L>  inn*  Ml  \arte. 

Qan  1101  imnarnni 
Vont  t  ruHfflUAa, 
Le  iniMi  jr  tvn, 
J 'en  •ciU  *aiDr6«, 
Mln/hou*  j'lli  conr, 
L*  lane  oil  vlrrj«. 

L«  mltn  J  %«n, 
J'm  rail  uiutA*. 
i1  ta'B  uppurtt* 
Ccmture  dor*o, 
MttrhORi  Joli  caatr, 
\*  lane  Ml  kW«. 
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11  m'*  >pport4* 
CsmtuiedorAci 
J«  viiuilrain,  mk  foi, 
Qu'cUc  fuc  bcali*. 
MuMhoiu,  joli  coMir, 
1*  lun*  «t  itmia, 

J*  voudnia.  ma  foi 
Qu'clle  foe  brulto, 
Et  moi  dtnB  mon  lit 
Anc  lui  coDclitii. 
MarchonB  joli  c«ut 
La  luao  at  laii*. 

Bt  nol  lUn*  non  lit 
Atm  lai  «ouchte. 
Da  l^toDiirB  ici 
J 'nil  (olt  cnnayAr. 
Illarohoiii  joli  eorar 
L*  luoe  eil  lenc. 

I  subjran  the  tunc  of  this  song : — 


Mcj  j'j'it  i  m 


§ 


Tci'd      U     St.        Jean,  LiKuraa  .   m  joat-otv, 


■^^ 


m 


Que  noa    ■  •  mou- tcul,  Voot  i        ru-Min-blfc. 


i 


%± 


T 


^ 


*J         Muchani    Jo-U    «Bur,  La  lino     cM   It  -  via. 

Thi)  song,  which  is  sung  to  the  aec<>in)>aniiii«flt 
of  a  violin,  is  probably  m  andcnt  as  the  fi-siival 
itaelf,  and  as  there  is  not  the  remotest  allusiun  in  k 
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to  St.  John,  il  would  almost  appear  that  th»  sain 
is  n  InU-r  iul<lition,  and  ibat  the  feuival  bad  formerly 
a  different  drift. 

After  all  the  ceremonies  have  been  duly  per* 
formed,  the  new  wolf  receives  the  iiiBigniA  of  his 
dignity,  tile  two  Ix-lls,  and  then  marches  at  th« 
head  of  the  fraicrnity  to  his  huusc,  where  another 
suppLT,  likewise  of  maigre  ditjips  ootvi  is  prepared 
and  iiervcd  up.  Till  midnight  ibe  strictest  eUquette 
isubsLTvedat  thesupper-iable,  at  which  the  brtrthrm 
alone  are  allowed  to  sit,  separate  ubles  being  laid 
for  relatives  and  friends, 

TIic  green  wolf  is  a  severe  centorof  the  brethren, 
and  obliges  every  one  who  drops  an  indecent  wort), 
or  omits  to  use  the  designations  and  expre^Niims  pre>- 
scribi-d  by  ibeir  rules,  to  pay  a  penalty.  The  mo- 
ment the  clock  strikes  twelve,  all  of  them  take  off 
their  caps,  and  the  festival  concludes  with  the 
singing  iif  Ut  qtieoHt,  &c.  All  ivMmint  i»  ihrowo 
off,  the  utmost  freedom  of  speecli  and  song  succeeds, 
and  young  and  utd  dance  nil  night  long  before  the 
door  uf  the  green  wolf  to  the  tune  of  a  fiddle. 

Next  day  a  new  festival  is  held.  A  large  loaf, 
in  the  shape  of  a  pyramid,  is  cnrricd  by  the  brethren 
in  procession  to  the  church,  and  there  consecrated. 
DintK-r,  sup)»er,  dancing,  and  singing,  occup)-  the 
day,  and  the  feasting  lasts  tcvcrat  days,  according 
as  the  green  wolf  is  richer  or  poorer. 

In  these  ceremonies  paganism  and  chriMtanity 
are  mixe<I  up  in  nearly  equal  pro|x>rt>ons,  and  this 
is  oo  doubt  one  of  those  festivals  which  the  tirst 
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priests  ot  the  latter  re-baptized,  and  wliicli,  tlwugh 
they  might  deprive  them  of  their  old  oamcs,  tlivy 
could  not  divesi  of  their  andeot  usages  and  pecu- 
liarities. 

But  enough  concerning  the  convent !  The  vet- 
sel  speeds  onward.  No  sooner  have  »-e  lost  Nght  of 
the  abbey  than  we  pass  Mesnil,  where  "  the  fairest 
of  the  fair"  once  redded.  Before  ui,  on  the  rij^t 
bonk,  is  tc<iti.-<l  Duclnir.  While  chalk  rocks,  co- 
vering tbe  rear  of  the  village,  give  a  peculiar  effea 
to  the  scene.  It  is  asserted  that  one  of  the  veN 
tehm-  of  a  giant  was  formerly  found  in  the  vnvironi 
of  Duclnir;  what  truth  iherc  i«  to  this  slatc-mcnt 
let  anatomists  decide.  But  that  giants  dwelt  of  old 
in  these  porta  cannot  be  doubted  by  him  who  re> 
ganls  jxtptilar  irudiiion  ax  tndijtpulable  nulliority. 
At  any  rate,  the  imagination  of  the  people  lias  given 
hirih  to  such  monsters:  and  if  faith  can  remove 
mountains,  how  much  easier  must  it  be  for  it  to 
create  giants  !  Oppoeute  to  Ductair,  near  Arabour^ 
villc,  is  a  hill,  whicli  goes  in  tlic  surrouwling  country 
by  no  other  name  dinn  Gargnntua's  Chair.  The 
name  is  all  that  1  have  had  the  good  fortune  lu  mvet 
with,  but  I  am  certain  that,  if  any  one  burn  imder  n 
some(that  luckier  star  than  myself  would  take  the 
trouble,  he  might  traice  out  the  tradition  concerning 
this  Rant's  seat 

We  soon  pass  Bardouville,  atuated  at  the  foot  of 
a  hill  whose  summit  is  cn>wned  by  an  ancictil  custlc. 
Many  years  ago,  so  .-uiy*  |K>puiur  tradition,  there 
dwelt  in  this  castle  a  knight,  whose  lady  was  forced 
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by  licr  family  logive  liini  her  haDd,  [hough  sbe  had 
bo»loweil  her  heart  upon  another.  The  lattrr,  rc- 
Bolviug  u>  bury  bis  sorrows  witbin  tbc  walls  of  « 
convent,  aanumed  the  cowl  in  (he  ebbey  of  St. 
GvoTgKt  oi)  the  oOirr  m\v  of  tho  Seitw,  uf  which  h« 
■oon  bvcani«  abbot.  He  hod  chosen  this  houK 
that  he  might  at  teaat  be  near  the  object  of  bis 
passion  and  breathe  Utc  same  air  with  her.  Here 
a  Gvnnaii  M:nliint:titalist  would  have  sighed  away 
the  rest  of  his  life,  but  that  air  and  that  proximity 
soon  set  the  coHibu&tible  Frenchmao  oo  fire.  As 
aocidcutol  inter%'icw  with  the  lady  wrved  to  incresM 
the  flame.  Thenceforward  be  swam  across  the 
Seine  every  tiight,  and  forgot  in  the  arms  of  his 
mistress  that  he  was  a  moak,  and  thai  slto  was  the 
wife  of  another ;  till  at  length  the  knight  surprised 
them,  slew  the  abbot,  and  iJiut  up  his  wife  in  the 
dungeon  of  bis  ensile;  Down  to  the  Revolution,  the 
monks  of  St.  George  prayed  for  tho  soul  of  this 
abbot,  who  Itad  died  without  alwoluilon. 

Near  Cauinoiil,  on  tlie  left  bctrik  uf  llic  river,  are 
a  number  of  stono-quanics,  a  visit  to  which  mif^t  be 
intere^[ing  to  the  {reolt^ist.  At  the  foot  of  the  hill 
is  a  little  villa,  eallid  La  Vachcrie, occupied  in  Vol< 
tairc's  time  bv  Madame  Dubocage,  the  singer, 
whom  the  poet  called  the  tenth  mitae.  Grimm, 
however,  relates  an  anecdi>te  which  is  highly  cha> 
ntvteriiiic  Imth  of  himself,  of  Voltaire,  and  of  th« 
lady.  "  I  was  present  at  that  entertainment,"  says 
Grimm,  "and  I  can  relate  pariiculars  oonccrning 
it  which  t)ie  heroine  herself  was  never  acquainted 
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with.  Volture  was  cudgelling  hU  brains  al)  day  lo 
compose  a  qHairam  few  licr,  l>ui  to  no  purpose.  The 
god  of  versf,  fonsTOng  the  use  which  he  intended  lo 
make  of  it,  kepi  aloof  fruiii  liim.  Supper-iitne 
arrived,  but  no  verw*.  The  bard  of  Henry  IV., 
in  his  despair,  called  for  a  laurel  bough,  of  which 
he  formed  a  wreath,  and  jiut  it  on  the  head  of  la 
pauvre  culombine,  en  lui  faimot  dcs  cornes  de 
I'auirc  main  ct  tirnnt  ta  langued'une  nunc,  in  uglit 
of  twenty  persons  who  were  at  table;  uhile  I,  who 
believe  reli^ously  in  hmpiutliiy,  and  whu  maintiua 
it  to  be  of  diviitc  iitKiitutioii,  was  sorely  grieved  ui 
Mc  it  violated  by  the  first  poet  of  France  lowanis  a 
good  woman,  qui  preiiait  toutes  ev*  pantalouades  au 
paed  du  la  iciire." 

Hod  Grimm  left  posicrity  nothing  but  this  n»i.-& 
dote,  he  would  have  done  enough  to  characterise 
Voltaire  to  all  eternity.  Fhvulity  coultt  ni)!  he 
carried  to  u  greater  Ivngtli  than  in  thi<  instance. 

Voltaire   was  one  <rf  the  greatest,  one  of  the 
mightiest,  geniuses  that  ever  existed.    He  was  more 
than  a  genius,  he  was  a  etiaracter.     HiH  blows  wciw 
those  of  a  club,  which  cruiOutl  wluti  it  fdl  ujion  ;  his 
thrusts  tluMc  of  u  dagger,  which  pierced  the  heart, 
fiut  Voltaire  was  heartless  to  a  degree  that  even  a 
Frenchman  rarely  is,  and  the  circumstance 
by   Griniui   is   well   worthy  of  tl»e  singer  of 
Pucellc.     lie  aimed  at  destroyinjf  Christianity,  or] 
rather  the  religion  that  has  sprung  up  out  of  thu 
<toclrine  of  Christ,  and  he  did  destroy  it  in  Prance ;  I 
hut  he,  like  so  many  others,  was  the  bear  in  the 
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fablv  lo  which  I  have  already  advened.  He  do- 
atruyed  in  Fraiiw  not  only  Uie  Chruiuan  rdigioa, 
but  all  faith  and  every  Utinj;  great  thai  is  c(>iinected 
with  faith.  Hecwiquercd  mind;  and  interest,  the 
grwt^est  selliiihoetDi,  have  unoe  been  the  ruling  prin- 
ciple of  the  mass  of  hi»  oounirymen.  The  heart- 
lessncBs  with  which  he  attacked  wlial  was  most 
sacred,  and  made  a  strumpet  of  (he  l*uc«lle,  and  a 
canditli.im  of  fe«liii)>,  have  been  uanNfuM.t)  into  the 
blood  of  the  higher  sociciy  in  France;  •nd,  whenever 
that  which  is  lofiyi  and  noble,  and  sublime  is 
spoken  of  in  such  Kociety,  it  i»,  with  very  rare  ex- 
ceptions.  with  a  lying  prvlennoo  to  feehng,  which 
pains  are  scarci.-Iy  i.tkcn  to  cloak  It  1%  only  from 
Uiai  |)i>rtion  of  society  to  which  these  doctrines  have 
not  penetrated  that  any  hope  of  a  better  futurity 
can  be  entertained. 

Behind  1m  Bouille  tt  the  caMic  of  Robert  le 
Diable.  Few  popular  stories  have  made  the  tour 
of  the  world  like  his,  and  of  late  years  Maycrbeer 
ha*  ihouglit  it  wortli  white  to  rake  it  up  ugain  out 
of  the  dust  of  ancient  romnnoes,  dramas,  and  chro- 
nicles, and  to  send  it  forth  afresh  upon  it«  travels. 

The  story  it  remarkable  in  a  literary  point  of 
view,  for  it  ftimislicd  occasion  for  tlie  poets  of 
various  epochs,  and  of  almost  all  civilized  oounlrica, 
to  exercise  their  sktU  upon  it.  France,  England, 
Italy,  and  Spain  have  their  romances  on  the  ad- 
ventures of  a  kniglit  whom  history  has  overlooked. 

In  a  manuscript  of  the  middle  of  the  14th  cen- 
tury, cniiUed  '*  Miracles  de  la  Notre  DanM^"  be- 
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kinging;  to  the  Dibliolbiquc  du  Roi  «t  Paris,  thero 
i*  Mnoag  oiber  things  a  drama  on  the  miracle  of  ihe 
Virgio  Marj'  hy  which  RolKri  I«  Dinblr  wqh  cun- 
verted.  This  drama,  which  was  pubtishct]  by 
Fr&re  of  Rouen  io  18iS6,  &bows  in  iu  plan  and  ooi>> 
duel  that  considerable  progreia  had  been  made  in 
the  I4th  century  towiinU  ihc  restoration  of  poetry > 
that  poitx  had  acquired  a  certain  boldoctis  in 
handling  their  materials,  and  that  they  had  already 
begun  to  discriminate  characters  more  distinctly.  If 
there  was  Bubseqtienily  an  e]xx:h  in  which,  though 
the  language  was  mure  polisiied,  nothing  was  pro- 
duuxl  at  all  equal  to  the  Miracles  and  itte  like,  the 
cause  will  be  found  in  the  arrogance  of  an  unbridled 
arisUwroicy,  iu  the  depravity  and  pretensions  of  the 
clergy,  and  in  the  »truggle»  to  which  these  gave  rise 
—in  short,  in  the  calamities  of  a  period  of  transition, 
which  is  always  poor  in  the  creations  of  poetry  and 
an.  It  was  not  till  both  these  bodies  were  CQn6i)ed 
within  their  limits,  not  till  a  new  era  began  to  form 
itself,  iliat  people  could  think  again  of  tliOM-purauits, 

Betides  this  dramatised  story,  there  u  another  ro> 
nance  ctinoerning  Robert  le  Oiahle,  likewiM;  of  the 
14lh  century,  and  in  vvm.;  with  lint  title  of  "  Le 
Dil  de  Robert  le  Diablc,"  There  is  a  third  docu- 
ment on  the  same  uibjcct  in  the  "  Histoire  d«  Nor- 
man<lte,  cotiienani  lea  faita  et  gestes  dcs  Dues  et 
princes  du  dit  pays,  dcputs  Aiibert  premier  due  et 
gouverneur  d'celuy."     Rouen,  1S5H. 

The  stories  of  Robert  le  Uiable  have  obtained 
currency  among  the  people  of  Normandy,  or  rather 
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ori^nated  in  tlieir  tnulitions.  The  puofilc  had  beeo 
obliged  to  endure  the  crudtia  «k)  caprices  of  « 
Robert,  tliey  had  felt  the  keenness  of  his  sword,  and 
they  utiled  him  the  Devil.  These  traditions  still 
live  omung  the  peo[>le  of  Normmdjr ;  but  the 
people  is  n  more  severe,  n  more  juu  judge  than  nil 
the  poctB  b^-  nlram  they  have  been  sung.  It  knew 
only  his  miuleeds,  and  pronounces  setitenoe  upon 
him,  «nd  t»yK :  L<m  him  be  damned,  djimned  lo  oli 
cternit)' !  And  who  can  doubt  tlial  he  U,  when  the 
aged  people  in  the  environs  of  the  castle  lell  of  a  gray 
wolftliat »»  marksman  can  hit,  that  neither  Miarc  nor 
pitfall  can  catch,  and  that  nf>]wnni  at  limes  among 
the  ruins,  with  the  howling  voice  of  a  «olf,  but 
in  human  language,  bemoaning  ht»  mw,  while  to. 
describaUe  horror  mxix  all  who  are  near  enough 
to  hear  the  appalling  ioi>es.  Others  relate  that 
Rubert  someiiinea  visit*<  his  castle  in  a  shroud,  and 
that  be  is  greeted  in  the  vaulu  with  the  lamenutiom 
■ttd  conptuints  of  his  victims,  that  the  graves  of  his 
mtBtrcBses  open,  sikI  tiieir  dead  bodies  show  their 
blecdiitg  wounds  to  the  murderer.  Incbvidual 
herdsmen  insist  that  they  have  seen  him  in  the 
valley  at  the  churchyard,  imploring  mercy  of  ilic 
corpses  of  his  victims,  who  always  drive  him  away 
with  fresh  maledictions. 

So  far  tradition- — now  for  history.  Historians 
have  seriously  disputed  to  which  of  the  different 
Roberts  of  Normandy  the  surname  of  the  Devil 
belongs.  The  appellation  is  generally  attributed  to 
the  father  of  the  Conqueror,  though  he  is  most  com- 
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monlj  callfd  U  magnijique,  and  was,  we  are  told, 
benin  et  doux  towards  hts  friends.*  Others,  and  in 
particular  the  editor  of  the  altove  mcntiuned  miracle- 
play,  claim  ih«  title  of  liic  Pevil  for  ihc  son  of  ihe 
Conqueror.  No  doubt  that  among  Utc  dukes  there 
wprc  more  than  one  who  deserved  the  title;  but  the 
Robert  of  the  popular  tradition  wa«  in  all  proba- 
bility 8  knight,  whoHC  nniiii;  Hixlory  hasenued  from 
her  book  as  n  puiii aliment  for  his  misdc-i-dn,  and 
wlio  continues  to  live  in  poetry  slonc,  in  order  to 
serve  for  a^es  as  a  lesson  and  a  warning. 

OiiiheHgiit  bank  nf  the  river  U  Miuatctl  the  wood 
of  Itouniarc,  the  scene  of  the  {lopular  storj'  of  tht 
bracelet,  which  was  left  liaiiging  upon  a  tree  un- 
touched for  several  years,  bt-causr  thv  prince  to  whom 
it  bc'loiiged  had  taught  his  subjects  to  rcs[>rct  the 
right  of  properly.  Whether  this  anecdote  is  true 
or  uot  is  of  no  conseipience ;  for  the  people  by 
whom  such  stories  arv  invcntn]  make  them  merely 
to  characterise  their  heroes.  This  slory  of  the 
bracelet  furnishes  undeniable  evidence  that  the 
people  had,  at  one  time,  convinced  themselves  by 
facta  that  the  Normans  punished  the  simplest  theft, 
and  ttiat  they  knew  bow  to  enforce  right  and 
justice;  and  as  suc)>  it  prov<-s  more  limn  all  the 
declamations  concerning  the  barbarity  of  the  nor- 
tliern  invaders. 

The  view  of  Rouen  gradually  opens  upon  uk; 

it  is  beautiful  enough  to  exercise  the  skill  of  the 

painter,  too  beautiful  for  nic  to  attempt  to  describe 

•  •■  Hi»l.  g«ner»lod«  Norm.  Rouan,"  16SI. 
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it  Every  momeat  bringa  us  nmrw  to  tbe  Teiien> 
Ue  teinples  of  the  dty,  and  nich  is  the  force  c^ 
their  attracUoDs  that  the  ^leed  <rf'  the  steamer 
cannot  keep  pace  with  our  impatience.  At  length 
she  reaches  the  quay,  and  a  host  of  impcHtunate 
gar^ona  belonging  to  the  hot^  rouse  us  frcMn  our 
reveries,  and  we  find  ourselves  surrounded  by  the 
prosaic  bustle  of  a  French  provindal  town. 
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CHAPTER  XXVII. 

ReiKmbltne*  cif  Roa«o  sod  iu  Entirona  to  Osrmnn  Sfen^ry  — 
OcDcnl  Aipect  of  the  City  —  Archllcctnnl  Docorabons  — 
ChkncUr  of  the  Houtm  of  th«  Middle  Age*  — The  Culi«<lr*l 
—  TheChorch  of  Si.  Oaan — Womoa  a(  Roaon—  PImo  de  ■■ 
PuMlla  —  MoaoDeDt  for  Jouiof  A^^— EUfledioiwuiiherCha- 
rictorand  Fkt* — TndoofBiHHn — Commarclal  Klikliy  bnturcen 
thai  CJty  md  Haiir  — Society  for  the  TovTtij;v  of  Sailing  Vf>> 
•cl*  —  Projected  RMlmad  from  farlt  to  Rouen  and  Ua*ro. 


A  siNcri.AB  imprciuion  wu  produced  by  my 
lirst  ramble  in  the  stfL-cis  of  Rouen.  \Vh«n  the 
valley  of  the  Seine,  illuinined  by  the  most  brillknt 
muroiiig  sun,  opened  upon  un,  after  poxMng  a  wake- 
ful night  in  the  diligence,  at  tlie  di»taitccofa  Icnguv 
from  the  city,  a  voice  within  mc  wbi«pcn-d,  "  TIic 
Rhine!  the  Rhine!"  Not  that  Uic  Sinnc  oomcs 
up  by  any  meant  to  the  Rhine^  but  individual 
pans  of  tlie  fomier  involuntarily  retniiid  the  travel- 
ler of  the  German  river;  and,  a  K-oguv  or  two 
above  Rou«n,  where  the  road  from  Paris  descends 
from  the  elevated  plains  into  tlie  valley  of  the 
Seine,  there  is  iucli  a  spot.  The  mcks  on  one  imlc 
lift  their  beads  aloft  into  the  cloudx,  while  a  rich 
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vale,  covered  with  luxuriant  crops  and  studded  with 
timber,  appears  on  the  other.  The  iiearcr  you  ap- 
proach tht;  city,  the  stronger  ifae  imprvtuion  of  the 
resemblance  to  Gcmmny  becomes;  and  when  you 
have  entered  it,  when  the  diligence  is  threading  iu 
way  through  the  narrow  Hireeia,  the  nuineruus 
churcheK,  with  their  Gothic  touert,  uitd  thv  old 
Fninki.'sh  houM-s,  would  almost  persuade  you  that 
you  are  still  on  the  other  tide  of  the  Rhine. 

After  I  had  ecen  my  luggage  carried  to  my 
hotel  and  got  the  dust  bruahed  oiTmycoat,  I  sallied 
forth,  without  rudder  or  com)Kit>s,  to  Ktroli  at  ran- 
dom through  the  streetM.  In  llouen,  such  a  walk 
ia  most  interesting.  I  need  not  repeat  how  sirongty 
theae  streets,  these  cliurclies,  tlie^  houses,  remind 
one  of  Ciermany.  In  regard  to  architecture  and  to 
the  manners  of  the  people,  which  are  mirrored  more 
or  Icaa  clearly  in  thi-«:  hmiM-i*,  ihoEw  of  Rouen  are  a 
real  school,  n  collection  of  all  tlie  styles  of  the  last 
four  centuries,  a  sort  of  history  of  the  art,  the  more 
intvrentiiig  l>ccau»e  other  much  more  living  and 
more  iiislruetivc  ImtoriM  arc  connecleil  with  it. 

Not  being  myself  an  ardtitcci,  I  sltall  leave  lo 
others  the  la&k  at  classifying  il>eae  houses  by  cen- 
turieii,  and  of  {xtinting  out  in  them  the  progress  or 
retrocession  of  tlie  art.  Particular  houses,  to  say 
nothing  of  the  churches,  are  real  chefs  d'ccuvre, 
spwnmcns  of  as  hig^i  excellence  as  their  age  was 
capable  of  ])nHlucing.  To  thrne  bel«>ng»  especially 
the  Hotel  de  Bourg-Meroude,  in  tlic  Phicc  de  ta 
Pucelte.     This  edi6ce  is  of  the  sixteenth  century. 
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and  is  embellished  by  a  gnal  ntimbcr  of  basEo- 
relievott,  which,  thuugh  much  (lamagcn},  still  excite 
the  adiniraiiuu  of  arusU.  A  ponion  of  tkem,  in 
fivecompardncDU.  reprcsvnu  the  interview  l>etvreea 
Francis  I.  and  Henry  VIII.,  and,  being  nearly 
con  tern  poraniKitiH  with  the  efent,  is  imporUnt  not 
only  for  the  art  in  general,  but  al»>  for  the  hisiory. 
Olid  in  particuW  for  the  costume,  of  iIh:  time.  It 
is  to  be  regretted  thai  ihe  anttt  did  not  work  in 
colours;  as  he  would  then  have  shown  the  splendour 
of  lite  courtiers  and  attcndimu  of  the  two  kinga^ 
ounc^-rning  whom  a  contemporary  writer  sayit 
*'  Plusieurs  y  portaieni  sur  leurs  epaules  leunt  bois, 
leurs  motitine,  et  Icure  pr^."  Anothur  aeries  of 
these  basso- relicros,  in  th«  compartments  of  aa 
bexa^nal  tower,  exhibits  scenes  of  pastoral  life,  in 
whici)  the  bold  gallantry  of  Uioie  times  is  pcrpetii. 
aied ;  fur  eume  of  the  swams  are  making  extremely 
free  with  the  lady  »lie{>)ienleMe)i.  In  one  of  thet« 
coiii|Nirtnients  the  slK-pherds  are  seen  bathing,  in 
another  they  are  toying  with  the  shepherdesses,  in 
the  third  mowers  are  cutting  grasa,  (he  fourth  r^ 
presents  sheepshearing,  and  in  the  tifth  and  last, 
the  pastoral  gentry  are  resting  themselves  and 
playing  <t  la  main  chaiule,  the  game  called  in  £ng. 
land  hot-eockles ;  one  of  the  fair  ones  clapping  hi-r 
hands  over  the  eyes  of  a  swain,  wlio  holds  behind 
him  liis  opcii  bund,  which  tJie  others  slap,  and  he 
has  to  guess  who  struck  him. 

On  another  bouse,  No.  8  in  the  Rue  St.  Komain, 
at  the  corner  of  tlie  Rue  de  U  Croix,  arc  to  bo  seen 
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R  tcricB  of  lKisM>-n;tii:vos,  which  nrc  likewise  of  im- 
portanoe  for  art.  They  bear  the  date  1576,  and  kx- 
hibil  in  seven  {liviHlonx  in  the  limt  C()ni}Nirt[npni  a 
school,  Kn<l  in  those  that  follow  Eloquence,  LogiCt 
Mathematics,  M  usic.  Geography,  Astroiiotny .  All 
these  baMo-rcli«va((  «re  clwerljr  cut,  and  each  it 
perfectly  chnracleristic  of  its  subject.  Nor  are  they 
uniotcrcsting  in  n^ard  to  sdencc,  for  tliey  are 
probably  the  decorations  of  the  hou&e  of  some 
dignitary  <>f  the  ancient  high  school  of  Houen,  and 
tliun  indicate  the  branches  of  Icarnit^  to  which  the 
instructions  and  studies  of  the  time  were  confined. 

The  great  number  of  houses  which  are  adortied 
with  basso-relievos,  arobc»qucs,  pillars,  or  otiter 
architectural  decorations,  ami  whidi,  to  judge  from 
their  appearance,  niu&t  have  belonged  mostly  to 
plain  citixcns,  attest  itiut  (he  projile  had  a  taste  for 
an,  and  thus  form  a  strong  contrast  with  the  flat 
uniformity  of  the  buildings  of  modem  times.  It 
produem  a  singular  inipnessinn  when  one  sees  be- 
side a  house  of  ibis  kind,  gray  with  ago  and  storms, 
llie  spruce  finery  of  a  shop  of  the  19tb  century. 
In  those  ancient  buu9c«  are  reflected  tlie  iTani^uiltity 
and  the  gravity  of  ttie  time.  If  great  attention  was 
pud  to  the  exterior,  this  was  not  dofie  at  the  cx- 
pence  of  ihe  interior.  The  windows  were  small, 
because  when  |>eople  were  at  lionie  they  wished  to 
be  at  home.  Within  prevailed  a  chiaro-Kuro, 
tending  to  produce  a  feeling  of  awe,  because  it 
■erred  to  ennoble  the  mysteries  uf  family  life,  and 
Itft  scope  for  the  imagiualion.     If  tlie  philosopbcr 
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who  once  Miid  thai  people  ought  to  build  glaes 
l)OllNt■^  were  to  rise  from  the  grave,  he  would  no 
doubt  suppose  at  fint  light  thnt  bis  notions  had 
made  considerable  progress  id  the  last  two  thousand 
ytam.  The  fact  iit  simply  this,  that  people  have 
become  more  >hanM-le»s.  Fur  my  ovrn  pan,  I  never 
was  8  fiicnd  to  i^lass  houeos,  and  I  ooiiHider  it  as 
much  more  prudent  to  cover  the  vices  and  foibles 
of  men  with  the  mantle  oi  Socrates. 

The  houses  of  the  middle  age«  were  small 
diurcbes ;  the  churches  of  tlic  prefient  day  are  large 
shops :  that  is  thfl  difference.  Whoever  doubts 
this,  let  him  come  to  llouen,  examine  the  Mnall 
houses  of  the  15lh  and  16th  cetitury,  within  and 
without,  seek  to  appreben<l  the  solemn  traiiquilliiy 
of  t))e  chiaro-scuro  in  the  room!i.  the  gravity  of  the 
fireside,  that  high  altar  upon  which  stood  the  house- 
hold gods  of  our  ance&tors;  then  let  him  at  night 
travel  by  pout  to  Paris,  tliat  next  ntorning  he  may 
attend  matins  at  Notre  Dame  de  Lotcttc,  Rue  Ln- 
Stte.  The  thing  will  then  be  much  clearer  to  him. 
The  limes,  th«r  ideas,  their  notions,  their  wants, 
are  reflected  in  all  that  men  do ;  and  therefore  every 
none  that  bears  any  trace  of  its  age  atlesU  the  cha* 
nictcr  and  tl>e  pursuits  of  tite  own  of  tltat  age. 
The  tcmplcti,  and  the  triumphal  arches  of  the  an- 
cients, which  oblige  the  poverty  of  our  genius  to 
imitate  ourselves,  bear  wiuicss  to  the  innate  grenu 
neas  of  ibc  Greeks  aivd  Romans;  and  the  guthic 
dome,  to  the  mighty  power  of  faith  In  our  ancestors. 
And  the  present  umc  !  where  is  iu  faith  ?— where 
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its  work*?  In  July,  Humanity  roused  herself, 
stretched  her  stiffened  limbs,  and  the  world  creaked, 
as  a  proof  that  our  lime  might  hare  iu  works  if  il 
pleased,  llut  next  day  tlie  puny  nieii  »hranb  in 
fear  from  their  own  doin^  and  sneaked  back  into 
their  shops  and  behind  their  counters,  when  a  few 
Btragtrlers  of  the  great  days  stalked  through  the 
streets.  IVe  have  heconie  Keak-nerved,  and  (hough 
we  may  perliaps  be  suscrptibte  for  •  municni  erf  a 
higher  excitement  than  the  hali-  race  of  the  oId«n 
tinw,  yet  next  day  the  overBtrained  nerves  give 
way,  and  the  whole  frame  becomes  doubly  relaxed. 

Our  time  knows  but  one  inten.-«t — ihv  material — 
that  which  may  be  calculated  in  pounds,  shillings, 
and  jwnce,  that  uf  the  shop,  and  therefore  it  it 
oblifTcd  (o  borrow  from  the  Romans  thrir  triumphal 
arches  and  tlieir  columns  to  do  honour  to  a  so. 
called  hero,  and  to  copy  their  temples,  if  it  will  not 
worship,  or  rather  annoy,  tlic  Almi^ty  la  «  shop, 
like  tliat  chnfic)  in  the  Itue  LaGtte. 

That  must  have  been  a  great  time  in  wfaidi  the 
gothic  cathedrals  were  cunHlruclod.  And  y«t  I 
have  otien  doubuttl  wbeUicr  they  were  the  ii^ 
umphal  or  the  sepuldm)  monumenu  of  Catho- 
licism, or,  like  most  iriumphal  arehea,  both  in  one  : 
at  any  rftU>,  whiti  they  were  built,  the  palmy  epoch 
of  Humish  authority  was  near  its  end.  The  whole 
thinking  world  already  quesiion«d  the  oumipotvncc 
of  the  successor  of  St.  Peter }  and,  thougli  it  upbelrl 
itself  for  another  century,  it  was  only  in  nutsequniM 
uf  t])e  taw  of  gravity,  which  keeps  a  cnxy  build 
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tngetlter,  till  a  singk  stone  falls  and  the  temple 
becomes  a  ruin. 

The  two  principal  works  of  Gotliic  architecture 
in  Houen,  the  cathedral  and  the  church  of  St. 
Oucn,  belong  to  the  most  rvmnrknblc  specimens  of 
thxt  stylo  which  exist.  The  cathedral  is  in  many 
places  overlaid  with  ecnbelUshments,  and  individual 
parts  occasionally  (leintct  from  tlie  toUil  impre»sion, 
and  chain  the  mind  down  to  the  form  when  it 
would  soar  to  God.  The  impressiou  produced  by 
the  fs9ade  is  quite  magical.  I  often  fancied,  when 
I  saw  the  uncertain  light  of  tlic  moon  shining 
through  it,  that  a  marvellous  conception  of  the  imagi- 
nation of  the  boldest  bard  stood  petnlted  before 
me ;  and  tliow  rose  windows  often  appeared  lo  me 
like  gigantic  cobwebs,  in  which  the  storms  of  time 
had  here  and  there  bnJcen  a  thread.  I  knew  not 
■ometiines  whether  all  this — at  least  where  the  over- 
cluirging  dcstmys  the  total  effect,  as  in  (he  fa^de 
of  tile  cathedral  of  Kouen — ought  to  be  called 
beautiful ;  but  never  did  petipJe  express  the  idea, 
God,  more  powerfully,  more  awfully,  more  sub- 
limely, either  in  figures  or  in  buildings,  than  it  pre- 
•ent«  itself  to  us  in  th«  Gothic  cathedrals. 

The  diurch  of  St.  Oucn  is  in  a  purer  and  simpler 
style,  smaller  and  yet  grander  than  the  cathi'driil. 
It  would,  even  at  this  day,  extort  an  involuntary 
shudder  from  any  c*prit_/brt.  One  ought  lo  pray 
either  bctteath  the  canopy  of  heaven,  or  in  a  Gothic 
cathedral,  an  image  of  the  universe.  But  in  the 
churches  of  tlii.'W  our  times  it  is  dilRcult  to  think  of 
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any  thing  hut  th«  busincaa  of  the  day,  tb«  Ex- 
change, and  the  dmp. 

The  Exchange — yes,  audi  arc  the  tempks  of 
our  age :  and-  a  tcmpli;  of  this  kind  has  very 
recently  been  erected  in  Itouen.  The  architecture 
id  tame  and  iminf«i)ing  as  ihc  idea  from  which  it 
Hfirang:  and  I  shoiiM  not  notice  it,  if  one  of  the 
few  artiKtB  who  strive  in  our  days  to  gain  a  higher 
vocation  from  art  had  nut  chiieiled  for  it  a  few  new 
conce^itions  in  stone.  David,  tho  ncidptor,  bus 
adorned  the  fa9ade  of  the  Exchange  with  two 
groupea,  nhich  give  a  value  to  the  edifice  itself. 
Every  Uidy  know*  that  David  understaiidfl  the  art 
of  imparting  life  (o  6tone,  and  converting  it  into 
flesh  and  bone ;  but  it  is  not  merely  with  his  &ti»ti 
that  he  work* ;  bin  mind  utktm  an  active  part  in  bis 
l&boure.  It  is  preciw-ly  in  ibis  point  that  David 
distinguishes  himself  from  the  herd  of  artists  of  the 
present  day.  The  two  statues,  or  rather  groupei^ 
ri'prment  commerce  and  navigation.  1  need  scarcely 
obterve  that  iJie  figures  arc  noble,  lite  grouping  in- 
genious—for they  are  by  David  ;  I  sliall,  therefore, 
advert  only  to  the  ideati  which  he  has  expresaed  in 
tJ>etn.  Mercury,  the  g<Ki  of  trade,  WR«  till  now  (be 
god  of  rogues  also.  But  David  said,  "  Fie  shall  be 
just;"  and  accordingly  he  put  into  his  hand  the 
emblem  of  ihc  go<(dc9u(  of  juttiiee — ll«  scale*.  This 
is  sufHcient  to  characterise  the  whole  work. 

There  ts  a  particular  pleasure  in  sirolhng  through 
a  strange  town,  where  one  knows  not  a  creature. 
The  fancy  tlien  has  full  scope ;  it  can  create  historiea 
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wilhout  fearing  that  imclx'tlcr  informed  may  break 
the  8[k;11  of  poetry  by  the  trutb  of  prose.  I  have 
often  kept  my  letters  of  reoommeiKiation  in  mj 
pocket  fur  two  or  three  days,  in  order  to  indulge 
in  this  graulkatian ;  ni>d  I  am  ihv  more  delighted 
that  I  followed  this  propensity  to  reverie  in  Rouen ; 
for  I  could  lounge  in  ih«  churche§,  in  ihc  streets, 
in  the  promenades,  without  l»eing  remiwled  of  every- 
day life  by  n  tingle  don  Jour  or  b(m  anir.  On  the 
quays,  indeed,  my  imnginaiion  was  more  drcum- 
scribed,  fur  there  I  saw  the  beasts  of  burden  doing 
their  duty,  and  that  i»  extremely  prosuc.  There 
reigns  during  the  day  the  life  of  labour ;  and  it  is 
only  in  the  evening  that  the  scene  changes.  The 
labourers  gradually  dikappcar,  and  where  that 
clasx  of  people  u[>un  whom  the  curse  of  Adam 
seems  lo  have  pre-eminently  fallen  was  juM  now 
most  busily  employed,  issues  forth,  wlien  the  aun 
has  set,  and  is  tinging  the  uliole  country  with  his 
departing  glory,  anotlier  r^oe,  if  you  please,  which, 
chatting,  laughing,  joking,  takes  exercise  for  an 
hour  to  make  its  rest  the  sweeter.  The  quays,  the 
bridges,  were  covered  with  the  whole  of  tlie  beau 
momle  of  Koueii,  and  I  enjoyed  the  .light,  for  many 
of  its  members  were  truly  l>c«utiful,  I  havescarcely 
ever  seen  in  any  French  town  in  the  high,  the  mid- 
dling, and  evcD  the  lower  class,  so  many  huntliwmc 
women  as  in  Kouen.  I  cuuld  not  help  noticing  that 
tltcy  have  in  general  light  or  brown  liair,  and  very 
few  black  ;  that  tliey  tiave  blue  eyes,  and  thai  even 
the  cut  of  the  face  was  rallier  German  thai)  Gallic. 
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The  womra  of  Rouvn  c«nnut  be  sufficiently  thankful 
to  the  bnrbaristis  for  hnring  tnndc  the  ancient  (tbIIo- 
Hdiimi)  ItothoiDagUH  ih«ir  capital. 

I  am  a  real  fnend  to  barbarians,  and  know  not 
that  I  shontcl  make  any  rioicnl  opposition,  if  an 
unsopliistJcated  riie«  uf  them  were  ajj^in  to  come 
and  attempt  to  sweep  away  the  cifilisatioa  of  our 
lime,  which  gropes  alMut  in  the  dark.  In  the 
oountni'ii  which  the  Gertnans  overran  tliey  im- 
parted new  energies  to  the  people,  brought  them 
nearer  to  Nature,  and  improved  and  ennt^iled  the 
rtcc  of  men  ;  so  that,  on  rxamininfr  these,  one  may 
mark  the  places  through  which  they  pai»,  or  rather 
where  they  stayed  long  enmigh  to  lea»e  Iwhind 
them  evidences  of  their  presence.  The  idea  that 
the  barbarians  in  the  end  rather  promoted  than 
obstructed  dvillut'um  must,  to  be  tmrc,  lie  a  liulc 
paxzling  to  Uic  philosophic  histoiians  of  the  pro- 
gress. But  this  is  the  case  only  because  tlioee 
gentry  believe,  in  their  progression,  that  it  is 
suflkwnt  to  follow  their  nose*  in  artier  to  reach  the 
goal,  or  I  ought  to  say  prrhopft,  berauKc  they  do 
not  see  the  end  of  the  prcgrcas,  and  therefore  care 
nothing  about  it. 

In  the  first  days  a^er  my  arrival  at  Rotten,  I 
made  inquiry  for  the  Place  where  Joan  of  Arc  was 
executed.  I  wi^ed  to  sec  the  spot  where  the 
heroine  suffered  martyrdom,  and  where,  surrounded 
by  tiw  flamei,  she  looked  death  in  the  faee  with  the 
same  courage  as  she  had  confronted  the  enemies  of 
her  country.    The  direction  given  mc  at  my  hotel 
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led  me  to  several  Places,  through  a  markcti  and 
again  into  narrow  strci-t*  ihroiigvil  witli  pAssengen. 
I  must  have  mistaken  the  way,  and  clu-refore  re> 
quested  an  idler  standing  at  the  corner  of  a  street 
lo  lead  me  to  the  Place  de  la  Pucelle.  He  com- 
plied, aivd  I  soon  rcachcil  a  small  Place,  through 
which  I  hod  already  ))tiSM.-d  scvrral  linies,  without 
knowing  that  this  was  the  spot  where  the  sacriiici! 
was  coDsummaied.  A  fuuntain,  with  the  unmean- 
ing figure  or  a  u-onian,  is  all  that  patriotism  and  art 
have  devinL-d  to  perpetuate  [hf  memory  of  one  of 
the  must  glorious  chiirHCters  that  grace  the  history 
of  France.  This  monument  produced,  in  the  first 
DWineni,  an  impression  the  more  disagreeable,  be- 
cause I  had  expected  Mmivlhiiig  brller  from  Fri'iich 
gallantry.  Besides,  I  was  disturbed  by  the  inccs- 
Kant  clack  of  the  market-  people  and  llieir  cust^miers, 
and  so  I  nent  home  with  a  heavy  heart. 

By  ihc  way,  I  was  filled  with  indignation  at  the 
manner  in  which  both  French  and  English  have 
treated  the  Maid  of  Orleans,  and  even  her  nwmory. 
It  accins  as  though  they  feh  that  this  woman  had 
shamed  ihcm  both,  these  by  conquering  iliem,  those 
by  teaching  them  to  contiucr,  and  as  though  their 
wounded  self-love  urged  them  to  TX.-veng«  them- 
wives  on  her  and  her  memory.  A  Frenchman, 
when  he  hud  taken  her  prisoner,  suld  her  to  the 
English;  French  aivd  Englisli  prieiits  pronounced 
sentence  of  death  upon  h«r,  and  declared  her  a 
witch  because  an  English  commander  would  have 
il  >o ;   and  the  kniglit*  and  warriors  of  England 
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kindlvd  the  pile,  and  undertook  the  officv  of  cxeoti> 
tioners.  Hut  ihe  vaniiy  of  the  men  seemed  to  be 
not  yet  pn)pitia(i.'(l :  iiml  »o  Otic,  who  i»  now  rated 
high  by  all,  statuee  and  busts  of  whom  ai«  to  ba 
found  in  every  cabinet,  in  every  fbop,  aroae  and 
polluted  \kt  memory.  The  houxe  in  which  she 
was  honi  has  been  turned  into  a  cow-house ;  the 
lower  where  abe  was  confined  has  been  pulled 
down  ;  and  it  hait  bren  deemed  KUpcrduous  to  ert«  a 
worthy  monument  for  her,  either  vrlicrc  she  lived 
or  where  she  died.  On  the  brid^  leading  to  the 
Chamber  of  the  Depuliei)  in  Paris  formerly  nood 
tlie  heroes  of  Fraticv,  who  arc  imw  in  iIh'  muwun 
at  Versailles.  The  heroine  who  Mirpassed  them  aH 
was  not  among  tliem  ;  indeed,  the  would  hare  put 
tliein  all  to  the  blu«h,  iwt  cxcqitiog  those  vnleU  of 
tlic  great  emperor  wliom  he  adled  marshals,  and 
whom  we  meet  with  at  every  step.  How  would 
iheiK  good  people  have  hxiked  beside  ttiii  woman, 
who  HUB  of  herself  a  host,  who  alone  proved  bersvlf 
a  man  while  all  the  men  in  France  ought  to  have 
been  put  into  petticoats !  What  need  we  mora  to 
aecwuni  for  the  neglect  of  la  Fuoellc  1 

If  I  wcTX!  an  Englishman,  I  would,  if  {XM«ble, 
erase  ber  name  from  my  romcmbrancc.  Or,  I 
would  do  penance,  and,  strewing  my  head  with 
adie*,  |)erform  a  pilgrimage  to  itouen,  and  pr«ach 
up  the  like  pilgrimage  in  my  own  country,  that  the 
blood  which  drenched  the  Place  de  la  Pucelle  might 
lir  washed  out  by  the  tean  of  my  people.  For  this 
blood  is  A  stain  m  lliv  history  of  England,  scarcely  le 
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be  parnilcicd  in  that  of  any  nthrr  nation,  and  the 
history  of  theit)  all  U  iiiorc  or  l«s  rich  in  mifh  events. 
The  barbarity  of  savages,  the  murders  of  the  Asiatic 
ascociatioti  uf  nsaassiai,  ibe  moi^ftcre  of  St.  Bartho. 
lomew,  iJie  Sicilian  v«[)cts,  the  war  of  ilic  pi-aMiiiia, 
and  lastly  the  rt-ign  of  terror,  may  be  more  or  1cm 
accounted  for;  but  this  cowardly  judicial  murder 
of  an  heroic  female  is  wholly  unaocouniabic,  inex- 
cusable, a  deed  ilie  like  to  wliich  is  never  met  with 
ID  iIk  ii>cr«Mntly  recurring  atrocities  of  egotism  and 
reven^  of  distress  and  self-sufficiency. 

There  is  but  one  more  dire  disgnce,  namelvi  that 
of  a  Voltairr,  It  was  not  enough  for  him,  in  his 
hairi^l  against  priests,  that  the  enemies  of  France 
had  burned  hi»  heroine ;  he  resolved  to  slain  her 
memory.  And  ko  he  pfxiduced  a  piece  tluii  w  not 
to  be  cepiallcx)  for  filthy  indecency,  that  attests  aa 
imagination  filled  nSih  all  that  is  vkioua  and  base. 
The  English  and  the  priests  had  made  a  iiitch  of 
the  Maid  of  Orleans ;  it  was  merred  for  Voltaire 
to  make  her  a  strumpet. 

It  sccma  as  if  that  king,  on  whose  head  sbc  placed 
the  crown,  coosdousof  bis  unmanlineas,  bad  btusbed 
before  her.  Fur  while  site  was  trietl  and  executed 
in  Rouoii,  be  mnained  quiet  nnxiiig  liis  cK>urtiers, 
and  Itad  neither  suord  nor  energetic  word  to  throw 
into  the  scale  for  her.  Had  tlie  mistrees  of  a  cour> 
tier,  a  favourite  of  the  king's,  been  in  danger,  they 
would  assuredly  have  been  saved  by  the  tlireat  of 
roprinls  upon  the  captive  English.  For  the  Maid, 
the  dau^tcr  of  the  people,  not  a  band  was  raised  at 
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court,  and  only  the  populace  of  Rouen  threatened 
to  rise  in  her  bfhalf,  and  had  to  be  overawed  by  « 
supeiior  force  when  the  sentence  was  executed. 

Bui  the  poiMry  of  hiittory  mitiirvtl  Uml  the  heroic 
career  of  tlie  Maid  should  close  in  this  and  in  no 
oiher  manner.  Her  work  was  finished,  her  vocation 
fulfilled.  Prance  was  saved,  and  it  was  necessary 
that  her  deliverer  should  di«,  that  khe  might  a[>pvRr 
to  posterity  pure  and  unspotted,  thai  slie  might  de- 
serve the  goodly  appellation  of  the  Maid.  It  would 
have  lieen  a  blutidor  in  the  plan  of  the  pure  rpic  if 
the  hei'oinv  herself,  tht*  daughter  of  the  |wnptc,  had 
become  nt  court  nniong  courtiers  a  wife,  a  countess, 
a  priiices-s,  a  niotiier.  Ii  behoved  her  to  die,  that 
the  might  be  to  all  etcmiiy  a  laiwlmark  ixtwven  an 
•ge  when  the  people  were  nothing  and  an  age  when 
they  should  become  conscious  of  their  strength. 
For  tlius  it  was  titnt,  when  the  chivalry  of  France 
was  scattered  like  clinfThefore  the  wind  which  waA^-d 
the  English  across  the  Channel,  a  jmxh-  (il)e|ilH'rdcss, 
a  nameless  female,  appeared  and  inspired  the  people 
with  enthusiasm,  self-confidence,  and  love  of  country, 
in  <mler  to  l>v  u  .tign  of  ihe  time«,  a  haipe  for  fu- 
lurily.  She  was  the  first  heroine  of  the  people  in 
France. 

And  this  the  people  have  not  forgotten  for  m 
tnomenL  How  it  was  neceuary  to  keep  ihein  <)own 
by  force  while  she  was  executed  we  kIuiII  sec  by 
and  by.  After  her  death  the  people  celebrated  her 
in  titeir  lradtiioni>.  The  thepherdn,  with  whom  she 
had  formerly  tended  sliccp,  related  that  her  coming 
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like  ihat  of  the  Messiah,  had  been  foretold  by  pro- 
phel*;  thut  fur  ngei  ii  ttniioii  litid  btru  current  that 
*  young  mnidon  fmm  ihe  noighhourhoiKl  of  Iluis 
Chenii  should  save  France  when  on  iho  brink  of 
ruin  They  rdali-d  to  their  children  and  grand- 
children that,  when  this  maiden  was  tending  her 
sheep,  the  birds  would  come  to  her,  pay  her  homage, 
and  cat  out  of  her  hundH.  They  then  Kjioke  of  her 
divine  vocation,  and  (old  how  an  angel  had  brought 
her  Bword  and  helmet,  and  devoted  her  to  the  battle- 
field and  In  martyrdom.  Hut  in  Rouen  the  people 
a«iierted  that,  during  her  execution,  dove  hovered 
over  her,  and  ascended  with  her  spirit  to  heaven. 
The  people  pronounced  her  a  mtH,  and  cnlleil  her 
la  Pucille ;  and  this  name  is  her  fairest  monument— 
perhaps  the  only  on«  that  is  worthy  of  her.  For  a 
Gustavus  Adolphus,  astone  with  his  name  engraved 
upon  it  was  thought  necosjary,  for  Napoleitn  ti  »tab 
of  rock  with  an  N.*  ;  but  the  heroine  could  dispense 
even  with  ihc  stone;  the  mere  name  of  "the  Maid** 
is  sufficient  for  her,  and  is  the  fairest  m4>nument  that 
ever  was  devised.  This  idea  conMiled  me,  though 
it  docK  not  justify  those  uhodeem  a  stoue,  a  monu- 
ment, necessary  to  commcmorale  their  idols. 

A  few  days  afterwards,  accident  led  me  one  night 
to  the  Place  de  la  Pucelle.  I  had  been  strolling  at 
random  through  the  sirerts,  (ill,  on  turning  a  cor- 
ner, I  found  myself  before  the  fountain  and  the 
statue  of  Joan.     Solemn  stillness  reigned  around ; 
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the  brigfit  stars  gtifttened  in  ibe  finnamenl ;  arid 
ibc  moon  threw  her  pale  spectral  rays  upon  the 
fouDtain.  Deep  awe  pervaded  my  sool,  m6  ]onj? 
did  1  stand  abeorbed  in  thought  before  the  iaiagfc  of 
the  Maid.  A  celestial  soiiie  played  upou  thp  inont- 
male  featurct — Midt  a  tmile  ait  may  haTv  lighted  up 
her  fnee  nficr  tlie  bloody  diiy'«  work  that  ended  m 
her  first  vietoiy.  Her  eye  flashed  with  the  fire  of 
heaven,  which  blasted  her  enemies,  shattered  bel- 
bhMs,  and  overthrew  walls.  And  lx-«de  her  stood 
a  lofty  shade.  It  was  an  heroic  poet,  it  was  Schiller. 
Bowing  before  the  Maid,  his  bosom  gloa-iog  with 
affection  ami  eiiihtLiioAtic  di-volion,  be  presented  to 
her  a  wreath  of  while  roees.  And  beneath  her  feel 
lay  crtiHhed  the  serpenu  whicli  had  himed  at  her; 
and  here  I  beheld  the  pur^  faces  of  the  pricMs  who 
condt-oined  tier,  and  bctwoea  tbem  the  wrdooic 
n»agt  of  Volture. 
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While  Ttouen  was  the  capital  of  an  indepatdcDt 
stale,  it  was  at  the  same  tiote  the  first  comuiercia) 
city  of  the  country.  After  the  conquest  of  Noiv 
niandy  by  ll>e  Freneh,  the  iirivilrRCS  of  the  city 
were  continued:  it  retained  the  right  of  Staple  for 
all  vessels  pasong  up  and  down  iJie  Seine,  and  n 
great  numl>eT  of  coinmercial  privileges.  I1ic  ships 
of  vnriouK  nations  were  cwii|)r[U-d  to  land  their 
cargoes  at  Rouen,  aitd  thus  it  continued  to  he  the 
most  important  place  of  trade  in  Normainly,  The 
rerolution  abolisbcd  these    privileges.     The   wars 
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with  England,  which  ptil  an  end  to  all  foreign  com> 
merce  in  Pmncv,  but  i-i)courii^i.'d  home  inanuriic- 
tures,  cnuscd  the  eSbcts  of  this  almlition  to  Iw  at 
6rst  not  much  felt.  But  after  ilie  peacv,  it  was 
soon  di!ia>veri^l  thut  H;ivre  hiitl  diuwii  tu  itself  all 
the  braiichesof  forci^i  tniffic,  with  very  rare  exce|> 
Uons.  The  estabh.tiinient  of  steaniL-rs  on  the  ijeine, 
and  the  chalans,  large  bargt-tt  lowed  by  the  slcaio- 
vt^seii),  then  followed,  and  gnvv  the  fiiiisliing  blow 
to  the  trade  of  Roiten. 

The  Seine  between  Havre  and  Kouen  has  some 
very  dangerous  plwcK,  uixi  ])erli»pn  Umuiianda  of 
vessels  have  perlslied  oS  Quillcbcuf.  Add  to  this, 
that  the  ebb  and  flood,  extending  to  Houen  and 
Ktill  higher,  prev«nte<l  th«  formnUon  of  towing- 
paths  ;  and  thus  the  sailing  vessels  bound  to  Rouen, 
beadcs  bting  exposed  to  the  mka  which  they  ran 
here,  had  to  lie  for  weeks  at  Havre  or  Honlleur, 
waiting  for  a  favourable  wind.  All  these  circum^ 
stances  could  nut  but  tend  to  the  disuw  of  sailing 
vessels  between  the  sea  and  Rouen,  ai  aoon  as  the 
ueamers  began  to  run,  and  heavy  gnotls  could  be 
bn>ughl  up  the  Seine  in  llie  barges  conslriicled  (or 
the  purpose.  Rouen  (hen  necessarily  ceased  to  eiN 
joy  the  commisaioR  trade  between  Pari*,  the  interior 
of  I'raiKe,  and  foreign  countrii-s  an  the  barges  can 
go  dinvt  from  ilHvre  lo  Pant. 

This  change  of  things  was,  of  course,  extremely 
disagreeable  to  Roueti  and  its  merchants.  Many  of 
them,  yielding  to  circumstances  that  were  not  to  be 
altered,  settled  at   Havre,  and  established   bouH'i 
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then ;  but  manj  more,  incompetent  to  take  a  just 
vtL-w  of  the  state  and  relations  of  the  two  onmniercial 
towiiK,  remained  at  llouen,  and  tried  all  puanble 
tncanx  to  swim  agoiim  the  tuifam.  At  tin-  prt^-nt 
day,  tl)c  mrrcanUlc  da^s  in  Rouen  is  characterised 
by  iu  eflbrts  to  restore  the  former  slate  of  things  by 
artificial  meanH;  lieuce  necessarily  ariaeii  a  direct 
oppOMticMi  to  Havre. 

The  old  privileges  are  dead,  but  not  forgottm; 
ihey  still  haunt  Ituuen,  puzzling  the  brains  of  the 
merchant*,  and  disturbing  ilii-ir  slnmbcr*.  When- 
ever opportunity  olTerii,  tlicy  strive  to  recall  them 
to  life,  but  they  will  scarcely  succeed  in  reviving 
them  for  any  kiigtli  of  tinte,  and  ilieir  exertiotis  can 
only  lend  to  retard  itic  general  progress. 

In  1831,  M.  Rondeaus,  one  of  the  most  eminent 
merchants  of  llouen,  who  had  shordy  before  de- 
clttrtd  thai,  if  he  were  but  thirty  years  old,  ho 
would  inimctliately  po«t  off  to  Havre,  wrote  a 
pamphlet,  to  show  iJw  expediency  of  bringing  the 
Ctthotaf^  (the  navigation  of  small  craft  from  one 
Frencli  i>ort  to  another)  back  to  Koiien.  He  strove 
to  prove  ihat,  in  the  first  plane,  tlw  disuse  of  sailing 
vessels  on  the  Seine  had  greatly  diminished  the 
number  of  French  seamen ;  that,  in  the  next,  the 
direct  transmission  of  goods  to  Houen  instead  of 
Havre  is  cheaper  and  more  advantageous  to  the 
abippers.  According  to  his  calculation,  this  advart- 
tage  olTcred  by  Houen  amounts  to  many  bun- 
dreds,  nay  thousands,  of  francs,  according  to  the 
ti7£  of  tlitt  vetsels.     In  the  Joimial  du  Havre,  this 
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Calculntioa  was  impugned,  nnti  a  directly  contrary 
result  was  deducwl.  Leaving  the  task  of  verifying 
these  ciilculuiions  tn  thosft  with  whom  tlicy  origin- 
atwJ,  I  slinll  nicniy  remark  ihnt,  were  they  to  turn 
out  ever  ho  favourably  for  Uoucn,  which  iscxirenuly 
doiihiful,  tlicy  ccwlii  not  alier  the  general  circuni- 
stnnecs  dclaiU-d  nbove  which  speak  in  behalf  of 
Havre  ;  for  the  difficullicn,  dnnger*,  ana  Msa  s-f  6me 
incurred  in  the  navigation  of  tlic  Seine  are  of  much 
greattT  coiiH-quencc  than  a  few  hutulred  francs,  as, 
in  ihc  time  that  it  takes  logo  fnim  Havre  to  Rouen 
and  to  return,  you  might  make  a  trip  to  Bordeaux 
and  back,  or  reach  MarBeilleti. 

The  nierclinnts  of  Rouen  were  aware  of  ihi*,  and 
M.  Rondeaux  therefore  proposed,  in  order  tn  ob- 
viate at  least  the  risks  and  loas  of  time  of  the  navi. 
gtttion  of  the  Seine,  to  make  itie  towing  of  vesaeU 
plying  on  that  river  a  legal  duty  ;  that  is  to  »ty,  to 
obtain  a  law  enacting  that  every  sailing  vessel  un 
the  Seine  shall  be  towed  by  a  steann-r,  TIil-  mer- 
chants of  Rouen  made  «  formal  application  to  the 
Chamber  of  Deputies  for  this  law  for  the  bi?nefit  of 
a  Society  de  Remorcagc  to  be  established  at  Ruuen ; 
but  of  courKc  it  was  rejected,  as  no  civic  privileges 
arc  now  suffered  In  exist,  but  only  ix-rsonid  one», 
and  ihcEo  disguised  as  much  as  posuble  under  ibe 
mask  of  the  pubhc  welfare. 

But  [he  spirit  once  prevailing  in  Rouen,  the  re- 
membrance of  the  ancient  privileges  of  the  city,  the 
remnval  of  the  formgn  trade  to  Havre,  and  the  op- 
position raised  in  Rouen  to  Havre  by  ihis  tiate  of 
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tilings,  continued,  aiitl  fouotl  frequent  occatioo  to 
manifest  themselves.  lo  1883,  M.  Klie  Lefebure* 
in  concert  with  several  utiicr  tneuiben  of  the  cl>un- 
bcr  ot  cxniimercv,  and  wtnu  of  U>c  principal  iDcr- 
chanls,  formed  a  society  for  the  towage  of  sailing 
vessels  up  to  Ilouen,  This  scheme  would  not  liave 
been  liable  lo  objection,  had  not  int  pnxnolerx  tried 
tu  obtain  and  actually  siiccvt^lcd  in  procuring;  for  it 
a  privilege  which  rdKlcrcd  coaipciitiuo  impossible. 
This  privilege  consisted  in  the  importation  of  ao 
English  steamer  at  a  duty  t>f  IS  per  cent.,  payable 
in  two  ywr*,  if  ilie  vessel  should  not  by  ibat  time 
be  exported  agnin.  The  purchase  of  tbe  steamer 
was  made  merely  conditional:  nay,  the  merehants 
of  Havre  even  askeru-d  that  nothing  more  tlian  an 
agreement  for  hire  had  been  entered  into  with  the 
English  owners  of  the  vesecl.  There  were  already 
eight  French  steamers  excluMvely  employed  in 
towing  tlie  ehalana  and  tlie  sailing  vi-sarls  on  the 
Seine,  but  the  above  privilege  put  it  out  of  ibeir 
power  to  compete  wiilt  the  Anglo-French  steamer. 
It  is  well  known  that  all  foreign  iron  pays  a  very 
high  duly  on  importation  into  France,  and  that 
Frendi  iron  is  considerably  dearer.  Strani-engioeB 
pay  an  import  duty  of  33  per  cent.,  so  that  the  duty 
OD  a  single  engine  is  from  tliirty  lo  forty  thouaaiid 
francs,  and  often  mure.  The  Honen  society  had 
contrived  lo  evade  this  heavy  lax,  and  could  there- 
fore olTer  much  mure  aoceptahle  condiiiotis  than 
any  other  steam- vessels,  which  were  obliged  to 
bring  info  account  the  interest  of  that  capital.    The 
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privilege  violated  moruovcr  another  law,  which  for- 
Ind*  the  introductioD  of  foreiga  ships,  and  enjoins 
theai  confiscation. 

Th«  merdiauid  of  Rouen,  however,  could  not 
derive  more  than  a  temporary  advuntage  frutn  this 
privilege.  At  the  expiration  of  the  two  year*,  the 
society  actually  sold  the  vesael,  and  things  have 
since  reverted  to  ttieir  former  state. 

The  spirit  of  the  mercantile  class  of  Ilouen  has 
very  reoenily  Lteea  ex[>ressed  on  another  occasion. 
A  railroad  from  I'ltri*  to  Havre  would  be  a  great 
accommodation  to  foreign  trade,  now  that  it  has 
fixed  iu  teat  at  Havre ;  whcrciu,  a  milroad  running 
from  Pari»  no  farther  than  Uoueu  would  aRoiit 
make  tiie  latter  city  a  compulsory  staple.  The  mcr> 
cliants  of  Rouen  have  done  every  tiling  in  their 
power  to  prevent  the  railroad  from  being  carried 
beyond  their  dty;  to  this  end  they  have  induced 
the  niii»t  eminent  mercantile  house.s  in  I'aris  to  take 
tile  lead,  and  loudly  insisted  heHile*  on  the  superior 
political  importance  of  their  city.  Tlic  mercantile 
class  of  Havre,  in  the  conviction  of  the  nrccssity  of 
a  railroad  from  I'aris  to  that  town,  never  dreamt  of 
llie  exclusion  of  their  place  from  its  benefili;  till 
Rouen  had  so  far  gained  the  victory,  that  the  plan 
advantageous  to  it  was  approved  by  the  ministry  of 
commerce  and  brought  into  the  Chamber.  Had 
the  question  de|)citded  on  the  minister,  the  {wint 
would  certainly  have  been  airricd  in  tliv  ^irit  of 
the  Rouen  nicrchante.  But,  as  it  rested  with  the 
Chamber  to  decide,  the  mere  publicity  served  to 
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denngc  tho  plan  of  the  Rouen  raercliants,  siid 
forct.<(t  tile  adoptiun,  al  leant  in  principle,  of  this 
condition,  that  the  railroad  sliiill  be  coniinu^  to 
Havre.  The  question  between  Rouen  and  Havre 
it>,  nevertheless,  by  no  means  settled  ;  fi>r  the  first 
plan  WJL1  witli  cunning  foresight  su  uonirived  that 
the  ooiitinuution  of  it  to  Havre  would  have  to  en- 
couiitvr  almost  in^iipcrahle  t^etaclcs,  riven  and 
hills,  so  that,  if  even  the  present  plan  should  be 
accepted  up»n  condition  of  the  continuation  of  the 
railroad  to  Iliivrv,  the  execution  of  ttiat  continua- 
tion will  at  least  be  delayed  for  a  long  time  by  the 
opposing  impediments  ;  and  lu  the  end  it  cnay  be 
fuund  necessary  to  have  a  second  railroad  fmn 
I'aris  to  Havre, 

The  trudcrg  of  Rouen,  if  not  very  rich,  yet  poases 
({real  influence  by  means  of  their  manufactorie*, 
and  the  political  consequence  of  the  ciiy.  Their 
views,  miireover.  are  directed  rather  towards  Paris, 
those  of  (he  Havre  mercantile  men  towards  the 
countries  beyond  sea.  Hence  it  is  iJiat  Rouen  ^nt 
so  ready  a  hearing  in  the  capiul.  Bendes,  Rouen, 
as  a  comtiiercial  city,  is  actuaiet)  by  but  oue  motive 
^-opposition  to  Havre  and  tlic  recovery  of  its  ba- 
cient  privileges ;  so  that  it  can  devote  aU  iu  means, 
its  influence,  and  its  activity,  to  the  aocomptisbment 
of  this  object. 

Wlictifvcr  a  commercial  qnc«tion  touching  upon 
this  M-pnrule  interest  of  the  Rouen  and  Havre  mer- 
chants is  discussed  in  France,  it  ia  necessary  not  to 
lose  sight  of  this  point  of  view,  since  it  ia  from  this 
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alone  that  one  can  rightly  judge  of  what  is  goii^ 
forwnrd.  Rouvii  nncl  Havre  are  Uie  representatives 
of  hostile  interests — the  one  thai  of  commoreial  re- 
strictions, the  other  that  of  freedom  of  trade,  and 
its  activity  is  displayed  whenever  occasion  presents 
itself. 
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CHAPTER  XXVIII. 

M«nuficturM  of  Rouen — Impreiaiona  prodoon)  bjB  HBDUbdiu- 
ingTuwa— FacUrln — TrejumentoJ  Children  :it>oocucqiiaMM 
— Immorality  of  Work.pso[ilii  in  Kiirtoriwi— Sut«  uiA  Moral 
Condition  of  the  WMvcri — HsKlfhipiof  ifce  Working  Chw— 
— OlEciHl  Hnport  u(  th«  Wuita  ttid  Incom*  of  P<r*on*  cnplojad 
lo  thcCoClon  ManafictattTi — H.  Leloag'*  Msnioti»l  mi  tlic 
DinlrMM*  of  Workmen — DccrcBi>«(l  Coniumplton  of  PradWB 
with  [nrrcuing  Povertjr — Scbuula  for  Childno  of  Workiog- 
Pki!)1»:  thrir  Innnllidnnc)!— Ilen«fiUof  MMhinM;  Edmitjr  of 
Factory  Work-pcapl«  to  tlwin. 


So  early  as  ihe  seventh  century,  Rouen  was  s 
iiianuructiiriiig  town ;  for  Sl  Ouen  makes  mcniion 
of  the  clotliR  woven  (herx;  in  his  tjme.  It  isnow  in* 
disputflbly  one  of  the  first  tnanufacturin^  nlies  in 
Europe.  Ill  m^it  possessed  no  fever  than  9>3  K))tn- 
iiitig  fuctork's  worked  by  vrster.  In  1827.  tlic  rivers 
and  rivulets  of  the  dcpanmvtit  turned  S05i  mills  of 
various  kinds.  Auiong  these  were  1 46*  com-niill«, 
SS3  oit-inills,  9ti  paper- mills.  The  miiubcr  has 
since  increased. 

Roufti  Iinj  given  il*  name  lo  a  «pccic»  of  striped 
an<l  barred  eotton,  which  is  known  throughout  all 
France  asHouenDeric.  The  manufacture  of  cottons 
in  general  is  one  of  the  princi|Ull  brancliex  of  io. 
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dufitry  in  lh«  dcpartin«at.  Nurmandy  was  tbi^>  first 
province  of  Franc«  in  which  cutlon  was  spun. 
This  was  in  1700.  In  1717  mauufacturcrs  of 
Kouen  brought  several  (jreeks  to  France,  la  order 
to  inirocUiu:  by  their  iiivaiis  tlw  ncarlet  dye,  then 
calU'd  India  or  Adriauoplc  red ;  and  tlicy  sooci  ex< 
celled  their  nui«tcrs.  The  6rat  machines  for  spin- 
ning wool  were  conslnicted  in  England,  mvi  th^r 
vxporiaiioii  wan  pn>liibitvd  upon  penalty  of  deatli. 
This,  however,  did  not  deter  on  English  coai)wny 
in  Kouen  from  importing  the  6rst  inachinv^,  uilkd 
litllb  jeunies,  in  177(1-  Tlieae  niachincst  were  gra- 
dually improved.  In  1784  u  br£v<t  was  granted 
by  the  government  for  a  machine  "d'unc  (ilatnrc 
continue,"  and  several  were  soon  set  up.  In  1786, 
Vergoinn,  the  mtni&li-r,  concluded  a  commercial 
treaty  wiih  England,  which  permitted  the  importa- 
tion of  EnglisI)  goods,  and  thereby  gave  tlu-  Fnrndi 
manufactures  n  severe  wound,  from  which  they 
recovered  only  by  d^rees.  In  1791,  lliis  treaty 
wax  annulled;  but,  for  •  considerable  time  nfter- 
wanls,  the  ntanufnctnring  diatricts  were  in  a  de> 
plorable  state.  The  Revolution  infu^  new  life 
into  the  people;  and  so  early  aa  the  Ljnie  of  th« 
I>iri-eUiry  this  produced  line  fruit ;  till  ni  length, 
Nn{K>li.'oii,  by  closing  ihv  Contioi-nt,  called  forth  Utc 
golden  ngc  of  the  manufactures.  The  Ktuora- 
tion  put  an  end  to  it.  England  demanded,  at  the 
expense  of  the  inanuiactiire«  of  France,  the  reward 
of  her  exertions  for  re-establishing  the  Bourbon 
tlirone ;  and  Talleyrand,  tlic  most  corrupt  of  the 
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coiTupt,  was  nai  sxhamed  to  procUim  that  France 
was  i:all<.tl  lo  he  on  n^iculiural  state ;  whence  he 
inferred,  to  the  advanta^  of  her  fwlhftil  allio,  that 
KnglaiKl  n/a*  to  supply  the  agnculturo)  country 
wilh  Ikt  niiinufacture*. 

The  f^vcrnmciit  of  tlint  time  noon  perceived  that 
by  such  a  system  it  only  made  all  France  still  more 
its  enemy,  upon  which  the  principle  of  prohibilioa 
was  again  recngnt.ted,  or  rather  retained,  as  the  im< 
pnrtntiuii  of  English  goods  *»»  never  lt^;al)y  pe^ 
miticd,  but  had  only  taken  place  in  the  train  of  the 
alllt-'d  armies.  Thus  conlidcpce  was  gradually  re- 
stored, and  manufactures  were  once  niore  tlirivii^ 
till  18SS.  Since  tliiit  time  itiey  liave  again  de- 
clined ;  and  this  falling  off  was  attributed  to  the  ex- 
tensive cuntmband  trade.  At  length,  in  1839,  an 
enqufte  commerfiaU  was  ordered,  but  hopes  were 
the  only  results  to  which  it  led. 

The  Revolution  of  July  found  indu&try  in  a  state 
fcr  from  luitisfnctory ;  unrl  it  is  well  known  that  for 
some  time  afterwards  trade  and  manufactures  were 
entirely  at  a  stand.  In  the  following  year,  upwards 
of  SOOO  (>[)eratives  were  employed  in  the  travaux 
tie  la  chnriif  bX  Rouen,  and  a  much  grcnlcr  num- 
ber were  without  work  and  bread.  Nothing  could 
equal  th^r  distress  but  the  heroic  courage  and  the 
admirable  resignation  with  whidi  they  bore  iL 

In  1832  heiicr  timcji  succccde<l,  till  in  1837  the 
cfTccls  of  the  crisis  were  sensibly  fell.  Upon  the 
whole,  however,  the  coiton  manufactures  in  Rouen 
have  been  of  lotc  on  the  decrease.     Labour  is  too 
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dear  there ;  allcmpU  have  in  consequence  been 
miidt'  to  fouTuI  factoriri  vlscwhcrv,  an<l  iheir  HUccess 
nt  Murie  aux  Mines,  St.  Qiientin,  and  oilier  places, 
has  led  to  imitation ;  so  thai  these  coloiii<.'H  are 
•Irvady  be|rinning  to  withdraw  her  industry  from  the 
mother  city.  Whether  this  stiitc  of  things  is  en- 
tirely owing  to  the  high  price  of  labour,  the  scarcity 
of  work,  the  propurlionobly  higher  tax  u|)on  ihe 
i)eocA!(arie»  of  iifc  by  means  of  the  (xtroi,  or  whether, 
as  some  muintain,  it  ariwii  jiartly  from  the  inferior 
intelligence  of  the  manufacturers,  1  leave  to  others 
to  prove  or  disprove. 

In  IKD'l,  there  were  in  the  de|)arinieut  of  the 
Lower  Seine  280  spinning  establish  men  ta,   which 

employed  about  21 ,000  hands 21,000 

In  the  workshops  for  the  conMructioo  of 
llie  nmchinea,  there  were  employed  as 
corpcuten',  «mitliit,  turner*,  founders, 

8tc.  6000 

Weavers  65.000 

DyL-hu»i»e8  .'. ftOOO 

Manufacture!!  of  colouretl  cloths 9000 

Manufactures  ofeards  for  carding  wool  ...        i?000 

Total  107,000 

If  we  add  to  these  the  different  cUsses  of  labour- 
ing people  and  the  shopkeepers,  who  live  entirely 
by  the  cotton  manufacture,  we  shall  find  that  they 
amount  to  no  fewer  than  IJ!i0,000  families,  or 
400,000  souls. 

In  every  manufacturing  town  contradictory  feel- 
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oornipt,  wss  not  ashamed  to  [Mxwlaiin  thai  Fraoce 
was  called  to  be  an  a^cultura]  sUle ;  whence  he 
inferred,  to  ilic  ndvaniii^  of  her  faithful  allies,  that 
England  was  to  suppljr  the  t^riculiund  counliy 
with  her  maoufacturea. 

The  government  of  that  time  aoon  percelvtid  that 
bj  such  a  sj'Mem  it  oidy  made  all  France  Mill  more 
its  eneiny,  upon  which  the  principle  nf  prohibition 
was  again  recogDised,  or  rather  retained,  as  the  im- 
portation of  English  gixxl^  wan  never  legally  per- 
mitied,  but  luul  only  takiai  place  in  the  train  of  the 
allied  nrmie*.  Thus  coiifidtpcc  was  gradually  re- 
stored, imd  tnanufacturn  were  once  more  thriving 
till  1898.  Since  that  time  they  have  again  de- 
clined ;  and  this  falling  off  was  attributed  to  the  ex- 
tenuvc  contraband  trade.  At  length,  in  1829,  an 
enqufte  eommerciale  was  ordered,  but  hopes  were 
tlie  only  results  to  which  it  led. 

The  Revolution  of  July  found  industry  in  a  state 
for  from  salisfaetory ;  and  it  is  well  known  that  for 
some  lime  afterwardit  trade  and  nianufactiin-s  were 
entirely  ata  stand.  In  the  following  year,  upwards 
of  SOOO  opcraiivos  were  employed  in  the  tranattX 
de  la  charilr  at  Kouen,  and  a  much  greater  num- 
ber were  without  work  and  bread.  Nothing  could 
equal  their  distress  but  the  heroic  courage  and  the 
admirable  resignation  with  «hich  tliey  bore  iu 

In  183S  better  time!)  suceeeded,  till  in  1637  the 
effects  of  the  crins  were  sensibly  felt.  L'pon  the 
whole,  however,  the  cotton  manufactures  in  Rouen 
have  been  of  late  on  the  decrease.     Labour  U  too 
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dear  there;  stlcmpts  have  in  conscqucmx*  been 
made  to  found  factories  elitewhcre,  and  their  succvu 
ai  Marie  aux  Mines,  St.  Quentiii)  and  other  places, 
has  led  i(>  imitalion ;  so  that  thcRv  colonieit  are 
already  be^nning  to  withdraw  her  industry  from  tht 
mother  city.  Whether  this  state  of  tilings  is  en- 
tirely owing  to  the  high  price  of  labour,  the  scarcity 
of  work,  tht'  proportionabty  higher  tax  u|>un  the 
necessaries  of  life  by  means  of  the  octroi,  or  whether, 
as  some  maintain,  il  arises  [tartly  from  the  inferior 
intetligenee  of  tlie  manufacturers,  I  leave  lo  others 
to  prove  or  disprove. 

In  1834,  there  were  in  the  department  of  the 
Lower  Seine  280  spinning  eMablishmenta,   which 

employed  alxiiit  21 ,000  hands 21,000 

In  the  workshop*  for  the  construction  of 
the  machines,  there  were  employed  as 
carpentcrF,  smttits,  lurnere,  founders, 

&c  fiOOO 

Weavers 65,000 

DyehouBCs  .•.,.. iWOO 

Manufactures  of  coloured  cloths 9000 

Manufactures  of  cards  for  carding  wool  ...        SOOO 

Total  107,000 

If  we  add  to  these  the  different  classes  of  labour- 
ing people  and  the  shopkwpcrv,  who  live  entirely 
by  the  cotton  manufacture,  wc  shall  find  that  they 
amount  to  no  fewer  than  150,000  feiniliee,  or 
400,000  ftotila. 

In  every  manufacturing  town  contradictory  fecU 
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corrupt,  was  itot  ashamed  to  proclaim  that  France 
WAS  vuIIckI  to  be  an  agricultural  otate ;  wbence  he 
infciTpd,  to  ihc  adrnniuf;!^  of  hor  faiihrul  allies,  that 
England  was  to  supply  ttic  agricullural  oountry 
with  her  manufacturea. 

The  govL-ruinent  of  that  time  aoon  perceived  that 
by  such  a  !iy6(4-m  it  only  made  all  France  still  more 
its  nieiiiy,  upon  which  the  principle  of  prohihttioa 
was  again  recognised,  or  rather  rvtaincil,  as  tlic  im- 
portation of  Fngliiih  gixxla  was  never  legally  per- 
mitted, btit  had  only  taken  place  in  the  train  of  the 
allied  armies.  Thus  eoiilide^icc  was  graditally  re- 
stored, and  manufactures  were  ooce  more  thriving 
till  1828.  Since  thai  time  they  have  again  dc- 
clincd  ;  and  this  falling  off  was  attributed  to  tJie  ex- 
tensive contraband  trade.  At  length,  in  I8S9>  an 
eiigurti  cfimmerciaU  was  ordered,  but  hopea  were 
the  only  results  to  which  ii  led. 

The  Kevolution  of  July  found  industry  in  a  state 
far  from  satisfactory;  and  it  is  well  kixiwn  that  for 
some  time  aftcrwardH  trade  and  maiuifucturea  were 
entirely  at  ft  stand.  In  the  following  year,  upwaidi 
of  SOW)  operatives  were  employed  in  the  travavx 
de  la  c/iiiriti^  at  Kouen,  and  a  much  greater  num- 
ber were  without  work  nii«I  bread.  Nniliing  could 
equal  their  distress  but  the  heroic  courage  and  the 
admirable  resignation  with  which  they  bore  iL 

In  18.'}3  better  times  suLTee<led,  till  in  1837  the 
effects  of  the  crisis  were  sensibly  felt.  Upon  the 
whole,  however,  the  cotton  inariu  fact  ores  in  Rouen 
have  been  of  late  on  the  decrease.     Labour  is  toe 
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denr  lliero ;  ntti-mptx  !mvr  in  conwqtieiice  been 
mndv  to  fount)  fnctories  clsewhcrv,  and  thoir  Hucceu 
nt  Marie  aux  Mines,  Si.  Quentin,  and  other  |i1acv«t 
has  led  to  imitation ;  ao  ihat  these  colonies  are 
Rjrvai]y  be;^niiing  to  withdraw  her  industry  from  the 
mother  city.  Whether  this  state  of  ifiings  is  en- 
tirely owing  to  the  high  priceof  labour,  the  scarcity 
of  work,  the  projKiriiiinuIily  higher  tax  upon  the 
necessaries  of  life  by  means  of  the  octroi,  or  whether, 
■8  some  maintain,  it  arises  partly  from  the  inferior 
inlelligenco  of  the  manufacturers,  I  leave  to  olhors 
to  prove  or  disprove. 

In  1834,  there  were  in  the  department  of  the 
Lower  Seine  S80  spinning  establish  in  en  Is,   which 

employed  about  21,0U0hand* 2I.000 

In  t]ie  workshops  for  the  (.-onuruciMWi  of 
the  machines,  thi.-ru  were  employed  an 
carpciitcrr,  nniths,  turners,  founders, 

&C.  »... 6000 

Weavers  65,000 

Dyehoiises  .'. JiOOO 

Manufactum  of  coloured  ctothi '. 9000 

Manufactures  of  cards  for  carding  wool  ...        8000 

ToUl  107,000 

If  we  add  to  these  the  different  claues  of  labour- 
ing peopli-  and  the  shopkee[>ers,  who  livt  entirely 
by  the  cotton  manufacture,  we  shall  find  that  they 
amount  to  no  fewer  than  150,000  families,  or 
400,000  souls. 

In  every  manufacturing  town  contradictory  TeeU 
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ing«  will  ame  ia  tke  miiul  of  »  reOvcting  persoa. 
He  cannot  suppress  lits  Mtotuflhinvnl  at  tlic  in- 
dustry, t)ic  flit)  11  ranee,  ot  (he  people  wlio  here 
labour  wttlwul  intcmiUNwn,  at  Uiv  inieltigeDce  Uial 
hsH  rcf^latcd  every  thing,  nnil  liuit  )hu  muk  out 
of  thu6P  thousands  and  thousands  of  hands  ooe 
whole,  oue  inavhtii«.  Such  i»  the  lirst  impressieii 
produced  by  a  gmcriil  survey,  vrliich  excites  ooly 
admirnlion  and  respect.  A  ctoacr  scrutiny  of  tbe 
details  of  the  works  of  the  great  inachiDesliovs  that 
tbeae  work»,  tltese  wheelH,  are  men,  and  a  iJmU  of 
horror  curdles  our  hlooil.  Tho  inimomlily  of  the 
£aictory -labourers  is  an  almost  necessary  rosiili  of 
tltiK  state,  in  which  Ute  human  machine  learns  to 
focget  thiLt  ii  i«  man.  &xtccn>  tnctvc,  luiy,  only 
eight  hours  of  unintellectual,  oiachine-hke  employ* 
mcnt  must  hy  degrees  extinguish  tli«  mind  so  com- 
pletely a.i  to  leave  notiiing  of  titc  inau  but  the 
Boimal  [Mirt.  IdlctKss  is  the  origin  of  all  vices,  and 
the  fikctory  opcrniives  pass  dtcir  lives  in  continual 
omlal  idleness.  The  inienor  work*,  the  mental 
ntMhiiiery,  of  the  man,  stand  still ;  the  hand  aloea 
mores.  It  is  a  question  whether  this  evil  can  be 
counteracted  even  by  mental  activity  out  of  work* 
ing  hours,  by  achoolt,  for  iiistanre;  for  thew  would 
not  <lvE(roy  its  cause  and  its  eficcls,  and  the  very 
few  nho  would  really  attain  n  higher  degree  of 
mental  activity  would  loou  bu  lost  for  the  factories 
and  quit  or  perish  in  them. 

The  room  of  a  factory  in  which  children  are  em- 
ployed  presents  a  heart-breaking  sight.   The  human 
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nund  ilevrlops  itself  only  when  its  uclivity  i%  txaied 
from  without.  External  appearances  loid  to  ([Uvs* 
tions  which  it  ai\i»  itftelf  or  others,  wtiich  it  atis«r«rs 
ilsctf,  or  wiiich  othcm  answer  fwr  it.  Without  the  ex- 
teriiai  iippcurancc,  without  this  inc<:s«int  itKjtiiry  of 
llie  child's,  tliis  grasping  at  every  step  after  informa- 
tioa,  no  mental  development  i*  possible.  i)ul,  in  a 
child  which,  from  the  ugeof  »ix,  eight,  or  ten  wars, 
goes  day  iificr  d;iy  froui  home  to  tin:  factory,  and 
from  the  factory  home  again,  wliieh,  weary  in  body, 
fcets  afier  working-hours  no  other  want  but  that  of 
food  and  rent,  it  is  almo^l  utterly  iinpostiihle  that  the 
mind  «in  develop  iluelf  in  the  shglilcst  degree.  Il 
is  a  corporeal  spectre,  a  body  without  mind.  In- 
deed, sehrnilji  are  not  capable  of  applying  a  rL-nutly 
to  this  case;  fur  it  is  not  the  school  but  life  that 
develops  the  mental  activity  of  the  child.  It  would 
be  a  triDe  to  teach  nucIi  children  to  read  mid  write; 
but  il  would  be  a  gigantic  work  to  cultivate  their 
minds ;  this,  however,  is  not  an  alTair  of  learning 
and  teaching,  but  only  <^  exporWnoe,  of  intuition, 
of  the  apiirehcimion  of  external  ^ijtpciiraiieeK,  oon- 
ocrning  which  the  yoong  mind  rcaiion!  with  it«eir, 
and  thus  elnboratea  its  nuitcrials.  A  boy  whose  hfe 
has  conusted  only  in  ihe  alternation  of  labour  in  the 
factory  and  learning  in  the  !icho(}l,  will,  in  a  hundred 
tinMM,  not  rise  more  Uuii)  once  above  tlic  level  of 
the  brute.  Ijfe  ia  the  school  of  life,  and  these 
wretchedly  unfortunate  children  an-  torn  from  it,  in 
expiation  of  Hcawn  knows  what  tr(-uiciKlou«  male- 
dictions,  to  forget  to  the  factory— nay,  worse  than 
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thai,  ni-ver  to  have  a  oonceplion — tliat  ihey  aw 
human  beings;  or  perhaps  to  t%nA  litis  for  ■  ato- 
meni,  and  lo  beoom«,  in  ibe  fury  of  their  brutality, 
rapacious  lieasta. 

But  ihesL-  are  only  {ri>nfntl  grounds ;  there  are 
piiriicular  oii««  of  a  slill  more  rvrolting  nature.  In 
the  spinning-factories,  the ctiildren  are  moKlly  placed 
undvr  the  adult  workmra,  twfo  or  three  to  each. 
This  fellow,  brutal,  unrevlino,  without  a  spark  of 
mind,  i*  their  nb^i^utv  loni  ami  maMer.  Tbe 
s]if;;htcBt  carelessness,  which  is  attended  with  4-] 
trifling  loss  lohim,  kindles  hismge,  and  is  punished 
with  crui'l  usage.  Thus  alnx^t  every  spinner  is  the 
unrestricted  matter  of  a  buy  from  tevea  to  ten  years 
old,  and  a  girt  from  ten  to  thirteen  :  and  very  often 
tlie  latter  is  iwl  only  forced  to  endure  his  brutal 
anger,  but  likewise  to  gntify  hi»  brutal  luat. 
I.nstly,  during  working  hours,  these  children  hear 
nothing  hut  the  disgusting  conversation  of  their  de- 
tnoralisnl  seniors.  Such  is  tiieir  education,  nuch 
their  scbtHil,  »ucJ>  their  religiotis  iiwtniction.  Oh  1 
what  would  I  not  give  that  it  were  jmssiblc  to  prove 
IDC  a  liar,  a  slanderer  of  my  kind  '. 

You  need  but  louk  at  ihene  boys  and  girls  to  see 
tbe  burriltle  inith  written  in  Otvir  facfs  in  diaracters 
not  to  be  mtslnken.  Unmitigated  stupidity,  malice, 
and  sneaking  vice,  are  impressed  upoti  their  features. 

Neither  does  ihe  body  Attain  its  due  develop- 
ment  in  this  prii>nratory  school.  The  mayor  of 
Maroni  took  nie  to  see  a  factory  of  this  kind  at  thai 
place,  B  league  distant  from  Houcn.     Ilis  son,  mz 
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yean  oU),  accnmpaniwl  uk.  Hmlih  and  childlike 
gweiy  ligliKtl  lip  the  fcnlurcs  of  ihi*  boy,  and 
yeeoifd  to  me  to  be  a  son  of  fict>S  ni  mi^urtiine, 
an  evidence  of  their  depliirablu  condition,  Ho  was 
botli  taller  and  sumtor  itiaii  thv  nfunucrs  at  ten  or 
twelve,  and  mml  of  these  were  bcsidt'n  iifllieted  with 
scrofulti,  wire  eyes,  or  some  bodily  deformity. 

Oik;  boon,  a  cruel  one  it  is  true,  but  yrt  a  boon, 
nwuiu  these  unfortunate  creatures — ■a.n  early  death. 
Few  attain  ih«  a;^  of  forty  ;  most  of  them  die  be< 
fore  ihey  arrive  at  thirty,  and  pulmonary  ccinHump- 
tioD  iM  very  oAen  the  bridge  which  lends  them  out 
of  this  vale  of  misery.  The  work  itself  is  extremely 
wearing;  the  hours,  for  diiidren  a^  well  aa  adult*, 
being  from  six  in  (he  morning  till  eleven  at  night, 
with  an  inlorruption  of  an  hour  and  a  half  for  break- 
fast and  dinner  ;  and  in  these  factories  there  is  in 
general  a  dust  which  settles  upon  the  lungs  and 
destroy K  ihcm. 

The  females  employed  in  them  betray  in  every 
glance  the  most  sJiauH-leMS  immorality.  I  have 
sevn  tliere  girls,  whom,  nt  ihi-ir  birth,  Nature iteeuiud 
to  haw  destined  to  be  hamlsoinv;  and  some  of 
tliem  Rtiil  exhibited  traces  of  this  her  intention. 
But  the  moment  a  smile  played  upon  the  beautiful 
lips,  it  looked  like  a  blasphemy  against  that  very 
beauty,  and  procUimetl  the  miwt  im[>ndent  licen- 
tiousness; when  the  eye  was  raisi-d,  (here  bunKtl 
in  it  lires  that  told  of  vice  which  could  not  reach  a 
lower  pmnt  of  degradation.  How  could  it  be  other- 
wise?    The  like'cauti-  hoa  the  like  effects  in  ihii 
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case.  The  asJiOciittion  of  to  many  idle  fcmnin 
mentally  idle,  for  indeed  tlicir  bodtcs  never  rest— 
prwlucci!  sucli  a  familiariiy  among  them,  that  they 
have  no  secrets  from  one  another.  Each  details  her 
adi'catures  of  the  preceding  night,  and  ihinkK  only 
of  those  of  the  nvxu  The  brutalized  mind  scckt 
pleasure  nftt^^  labour,  and  this  pleasure  it  only  that 
of  till-  brute.  Work  is  not  over,  summer  and  win- 
ter,  till  late  at  night ;  and  when  the  hour  of  rdeua 
strikes,  men  and  women  assemble  in  the  court,  or 
l»fore  tlic  door,  of  tlic  factory,  and  go  off  together 
to  spend  the  few  sous  they  may  have  left.  A  child 
scarcely  ever  knows  more  than  its  mother,  nay,  the 
mother  herself  very  often  docs  not  know  the  father. 
One  of  my  acqoainiance  once  saw  a  spinner  ill  unng 
Wis  (Iniighli.M-,  who  turned  cnmplainingty  to  the  by. 
Slanders.  "  Le  tnonstre !"  she  eyclaimed  ;  "  he  cmn 
treat  me  in  this  manner  !  and  since  I  was  thirteen 
he  has  forced  me  to  supply  the  place  of  a  wife !" 
Enough  .'  indeed  too  miKh !  If  I  have  expoacd 
the  woimd,  it  is  in  the  hope  of  directing  to  it  the 
attention  of  those  who  have  the  power  to  heal  it 

Where  there  happens  to  be  a  man  among  then 
humun  ni;K-tiines,  he  is  an  exception,  almost  a 
greater  misfortune  ihan  the  rule.  These  exceptions 
are  gradually  becoming  Ins  rare  in  Pntnce.  And 
the  cause  of  this  is  tite  education  derivnt  from  life 
and  cvciits— certainly  iwt  from  tlie  ediool.  The 
revolution  of  July,  tlie  insurrections  in  Lyono,  the 
combinations  of  workmen,  have  shaken  society  in 
France  to  iu  profuundesi  recesses.     The  philan- 
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thropist  cannot  ihink  witliniii  apprelicnsioii  of  the 
future  <)es[ini«»  of  munufuctuniig  districts  und 
towns,  for  lh«ir  unnatural  state  will  some  day  or 
other  prodiKc  fearful  consequences,  unleHN  tlie  whole 
manufacturing  sv^teoi  Iw  totality  reformed  before  it 
» too  late;  unless  you  make  meii  of  (licKe  nmdiines, 
which  arc  grndually  beginning  lo  attain  conscious- 
nesB,  or  can  sujiply  the  place  of  own  by  real  ma- 
chineK. 

What  I  have  snid  thus  far  has  been  chiefly  the 
irsuU  of  my  own  observation.  At  Rouen,  n  work- 
man himself  lias  raisetl  his  voice,  and  I  will  intro- 
duce him  to  the  rcuder  for  a  few  mnmenu.  A 
wesver,  named  Noiret,  pubtlabed,  in  18dG,  a  unall 
pamphlet  entitled.  MentfAtca  d'un  Ouvrier  roiienoit, 
from  which  1  vball  extract  one  or  two  )iait!tages. 

Noiret  teems,  at  leaNt  when  he  speakH  of  (he 
weavers,  to  bo  a  competent  judge.  lie  describes 
their  workshops,  "  Tbey  are  small  and  low,  and 
bermetieally  closed  like  a  coffer,  that  the  dry  air 
may  not  |>ciictrate  into  them.  They  are  generally 
dark,  and  so  situated  tlint  the  sun  can  never  shine 
into  (hem.  They  are  likewise  extremely  damp,  and 
part uf  them  are  real  cellars;  these  are  commonly 
preferred  by  ibe  weavers,  who  are  not  aware  how 
pvrnicioux  they  are."  Ii  i.t  a  prejudice,  he  Miys,  to 
imagine  that  damp  placet  arc  finest  for  tlic  opera- 
tions of  the  weaver,  which  require  such  as  have  a 
modentte  temperature,  and  are  neither  too  dry  nor 
too  damp,  it  i*  scarcely  necessary  to  add  that  th« 
most  robust  health  would  be  destroyed  in  tlie  oeliara 
which  he  describes. 
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"  The  (liwtu<!s  ti)  u'liich,  fnnii  ilinr  lMiKinefi%  i 
weavers  are  roost  liable  are  wmfuU,  weakness  in  th«  I 
leg«,  debility,  and  pulniunary  coniplainu.  Th« 
Kcnifiilti  IN  proiliicnl  by  the  damp  placet  in  which 
they  generally  wort."  They  arc  mostly  luling  and  ' 
unhealthy.  The  sbove-iaeDtioncd  causes  operate  ' 
so  spoettily  that  ihc  voice  of  a  youth  of  seventeen  ot  ' 
eighteen  is  Ixillow  nnd  insoiiorou*,  »o  that  a  weaver  ^j 
may  eatiily  be  disiingui»)>ud  by  it  from  all  other  ^| 
ar(i«aus.  ^^ 

Having  pcqied  into  iheir  dwellings,  let  us  follow 
them  to  their  meaU.  '*  Fart  of  the  weavers  live  in 
public-hou»es,"  tay*  N(rit«i,  "  but  the  great  nuu 
jority  of  them  with  their  fomiiiM,  Their  small 
earnings  do  not  allow  them  to  have  wholesome,  tuf>^H 
ficieni,  and  rt^uliir  food.  Breakfast  frequently  ^V 
ConsiHiw  of  dry  breiid,  lo  which  lliey  often  add  a 
quarter  of  a  pound  of  Neufchaiel  choe«e.  As  their 
means  forbid  cooking  fur  themselves,  their  wives 
and  children  go  to  tlie  nubeT;grs,  which  are 
monly  called  ffar^ttct,  to  fetch  a  liltic  wretched 
toup  and  boiled  meal,  or  bad  ralaluitle."  The 
French  language  of  higher  aociety  has  no  concep- 
tion, and  1,  of  cuunse,  no  translation  for  this  ternt. 
The  »iippcr  iit  much  thv  aine. 

Respecting  the  moral  cowlitioii  of  iIk'  weavers, 
Noirct  gives  th«  following  particulars.  "The 
weavers  are  industrious,  and  they  are  obliged  to  be 
H>;  for,  even  if  they  nmke  the  \mt.  une  of  di^r 
time,  thvy  mutt  diKgwiMc  with  much  thai  is  necc&< 
wry.     A  roan  is  iH>t  disposed  to  take  a  walk,  when 
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be  has  had  «  scanty  dinner,  and,  besides,  nnnM 
dress  decently.  It  ia  tru«  ihat  th«rc  v*  a  certain 
number  of  working  nit-n  who  caniKPt  r«fruin  fruni 
InefUOlg  holidiiy  on  Mondnjr.  This  ancient  custom 
tin^  unfortiinatclj  struck  such  deep  root  among  the 
operatives  in  the  cily,  that  it  will  not  Iw  wry  easily 
eradicated.  Bui,  if  pmplv  are  not  at  work,  they 
must  be  doing  something  else,  and  so  ibey  go  to 
the  pothouses  to  drown  the  little  sense  ihey  have 
left  in  spintuouR  litjuurs  of  bad  quahty.  Indeed,  I 
cannot  conceive  how  pwpic  who  have  nothing  to 
cat  can  find  pleasure  in  drinking." 

It  is  scarcely  neces-iary  to  observe,  that  in  such  «  I 
state  of  things  a  working  mnn  citnntA  think  of  cuU  I 
tivating  his  mental  faculties.  "As  thg  wa{^  of 
the  workman  are  insufficient,  be  is  obliged  to  woric 
from  fifteen  to  eighteen  hours  a  day,  and  nf  course 
be  has  no  limc  to  improve  his  mind,  nay,  he  never 
thinks  of  that,  so  deeply  is  he  bowed  down  by  hts 
unfortunate  i>iluatt4>n:  and  lo  procure  it  for  him, 
il  would  be  necessary  to  obiili-*li^^f  course,  by  de- 
grees— privileges,  moiwpotics,  and  prtAibittons,  as 
these  crush  industry,  nnd  iitcreaco  the  price  nf  ihe  mir 
matt'rials  and  the  necessaries  of  all  kinds  w))ich  tlie 
workman  sUnds  in  need  of;  or,  wltat  would  be 
better  still,  his  wages  should  be  raised  beyond  his 
expenditure,  so  that  be  might  lay  by  something. 
Then,  relieveil  fmm  present  emburnissnent  and 
anxiety  for  the  future,  he  tnight  hold  up  In* 
head,  know  himself,  and  become  a  man ;  then  wotild 
be  see  tiiat,  ia  a  civilized  nation,  like  our's,  natural 
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Ulcnt  »  not  suffidcnt,and  thAt  it  mutt  l>c  cultivated 
if  one  would  not  sink  to  the  level  of  »hc  bruie." 

I  feet  no  c^li  to  express  my  o[»ni<Hi  here  U|>oa 
Ihc  mums  by  which  the  »tat«  of  th«  working  class 
mny  be  improved,  nnd  mcrcljr  mean  to  exhibit  the 
views  of  a  fellow-sufferer.  Let  others  examine 
whether  he  tx  right  or  untHig,  whether  he  proposes 
A  plasti-r  only,  or  a  rndicnl  cure. 

DistrcM,  ncn-Esily,  here  rend  ssunder  the  ties 
which  Nature  has  elsewhere  declared  sacred.  The 
father  discards  the  sou,  and  the  son  the  father.  "  A 
detetluble  custom,"  nay*  Noiret,  "  l>a*  crept  in 
■moDg  the  mcKt  uncultivated  clara  of  the  working 
people  in  Rouen.  When  children  have  rendted 
the  age  of  twelve  or  thirteen,  and  often  earlier,  they 
make  them  keep  themselves,  that  is,  subsist  upon 
their  eaniingn,  and  so  niueh  the  worse  for  them,  if 
they  do  not  earn  sufficient,  which  is  always  ih« 
case.  But  the  children,  in  tlieir  turn,  repay  the 
parents  in  the  same  coin;  for,  when  the  latter  are 
ill,  thi-y  Kcnd  llKin  u>  tlie  hospital,  instead  of  assisu 
ing  them  to  the  utmost  of  their  power ;  and  when 
they  are  old  and  incapable  of  taking  care  of  them- 
selves, the  children  give  them  up  entirely.  Through 
this  custom,  l)>c  mi-ndwrs  of  a  family  are  Like  ao 
many  strangers;  and  the  children,  left  to  ihem- 
sclvcs,  have  bad  morals,  which  are  transmitted  frooi 
one  generation  to  another.'" 

This  is  horrible !  Poverty,  armed  with  the  keen 
sword  of  hunger,  stands  at  the  door  of  the  paternal 
ilwelling,  and  prevents  the  children  from  crossing 
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the  tbreshold  to  seek  the  protection  of  ihc  inoiher 
who  gave  them  liru ;  and  thu  name  terrific  figure 
stxnds  (il  tlie  door  of  the  cliiid,  to  cirivf  back  the 
dtslre&sed  mother,  when  she  comes  to  ask  bw  own 
bluod  fur  &ltelter  and  pruleclton,  and  a  cniBt  of 
brcucl  Ii>  appease  her  hunger  ! 

A  life  of  suffeiing,  of  incessant  toil,  terminates  In 
n  beggar's  death.  "The  wurknian,"  mij-h  Noiret, 
"  when  be  is  fifty,  cease?  to  be  sought  after;  be  may 
indeed  find  employment  here  and  there,  where  ar- 
tiden  are  made  which  are  adapted  to  bift  strength, 
but  for  which  a  very  low  priw  is  paid.  He  oon- 
tinueii  to  work  ito  long  aa  bib  sight  and  strength 
cnuble  him,  and  so  lung  ms  he  can  earn  KtiHicient 
lo  supply  his  most  urgent  wonts.  WItrn  he  is 
oliliged  to  give  up  work  entirely,  his  Inst  resource  » 
R  custom  which  has  enixted  in  the  trade  fnini  time 
immemorial,  naiiH-ly,  lo  call  upon  those  nlw  follow 
the  same  business,  and  to  obtnin  from  them  some 
trifling  cuntnbulion.  The  mon.-  nei|uainiiinee!>  be 
has,  the  more  he  picks  up  ;  but  he  never  hos  enough 
of  ibt-m  to  collect  fiAeen  suui  a.  day.  and  then  the 
neceauiy  of  running  all  over  the  city  oceaaioos  a 
faiJgue  that  is  too  mu<-b  for  hiei  t.lrengtb.  A  few 
arc  admitted  into  the  ko»pke,  but  not  before  they 
are  seventy,  and  then  they  arc  frequently  obliged  lOj 
wait  several  years  till  there  is  a  vacancy.  To  them' 
this  kosfnce  is  a  prison,  which  iliey  are  allowed  to 
leave  but  once  a  month,  and  tbey  art;  besides  subject 
to  degrading  regulation*.  Hence,  though  at  that 
age  a  man's  spirit  is  broken,  there  are  those  who 
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choose  rather  to  suffer  privaiioos  and  to  rMaia  Uwir 
liberty." 

Noirct  tliiMi  irwliil]^  in  the  fulloiring  reflectiom: 
'*  In  France,  the  a^i  and  xhc  poor  who  are  unable 
to  work  have  no  other  resource  but  public  charity.  It 
is  twt  enough  thai  iIk')'  liavc  vegetated  for  a  whole 
life,  incetsniitly  tormented  by  niixkly  about  the 
comingday;  they  must,  even  whco  no kmger  capable 
or  work,  cniwl  frooi  dour  to  doikr  to  aik  for  thai 
xhicb  i*  not  duv  to  thvm,  and  tu  die  of  hunger,  ai>d 
itwt  too  in  a  country  which  dares  call  itself  civiUwd  t 
If  sueh  be  thecoDseciuencesof  civilisatioo,  InHuitely 
preferable  i«  the  «iute  f4  savagen,  fur  uuioitg  Uiem, 
ai  least,  nwii  has  no  duties  to  perform  lownrdt 
whomsoever  it  may  he ;  lie  h  perfectly  free,  and  can 
imiulge  all  hit  wishes.  I  know  that  etTorts  are 
making  in  individual  pUcea  to  extirpate  beggary, 
but  this  is  not  done  unireraatly ;  and,  so  long  at  no 
provi^on  is  made  in  France  for  tlie  ttupport  of  the 
real  pHupcr,  I  adhere  to  my  position. 

"  According  to  the  public  prejudice,  the  relief 
afforded  to  the  indigent  is  conMdered  as  charity, 
and  the  government  itwlf  shares  this  prejudice.  I 
would  «!ik  whether  you  conceive  that  you  are  be- 
stowing charity  in  granting  a  |ienuon  to  tlie  soldier 
wbu  lias  canK'd  il  by  thirty  years'  service*.  A>- 
»unNlly  not,  you  will  say,  bccaute  he  lias  served  the 
country.  Now  it  seem^  to  mo  tlmt  a  toaa  serres 
his  country  when  he  is  u»cful  to  it,  no  matter  in 
what  way.  v\nd,  in  my  opinion,  an  ani.->an  who  lui* 
worked  for  fifty  years  t<^lher  has  been  quite  as  ser- 
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viceable  to  it  as  a  soldier  who  has  been  for  thirty 
years  uoder  tH  colour*.  For  if  anus  are  neccMary 
for  the  (Ivfvncf  of  a  country,  they  art>  JuM  ««  ne- 
u-'Mury  lo  fwd  it  tind  to  provide  for  its  wnnis.  And 
if  the  working  man  lias  given  his  youth  and  his  toil 
for  the  ooramunity,  it  in  lioiitid,  on  the  other  hand,  to 
supply  him  wiih  Ufcik)  when  hv  \*  uiiahtc  to  earn  ii^ 
and  has  nothing  left  to  procure  it  with. 

"  In  regard  to  theaihngand  infinn,  who  could 
dther  never  work  at  all  or  but  little,  society  owes 
tliem  also  n  subsistence :  fur  in  nodity  not  a 
creature  oufjht  to  miffcr  hunger." 

And  who  will  venture,  with  those  pallid  figures 
before  his  eyes,  those  cliildret;  thrurtt  by  their 
mothers  from  their  luimeis  those  fuihi-rs  to  whom 
their  sons  refuse  a  morsel  to  keep  them  from 
serving— who  will  venture  to  contradict  the  blunt 
champion  of  silent  misery  ? 

One  might  imagine  that  the  working  man,  who 
thus  complains  of  his  own  condition  and  that  of  his 
fellow-Bufl'ercrK,  had  laid  on  too  harsh  colours:  I 
^bII  therefore  quoti^  another  source,  which  is  not 
liable  to  suspicion. 

In  the  archives  of  the  Mairie  of  Rouen  is  depo- 
sited  a  "  HeiH^t  prcnented  un  the  Idlh  of  January, 
18S9,  lo  the  Sub-Commiuioners  of  Inquiry,  on  the 
questions  addressed  to  ilie  manufacturers  of  Cotton 
ShifTs  by  the  delogutet  of  tlmt  branuli  of  manu- 
facturing industry,  Messrs.  Talon,  Gambu-D«laun>, 
Jacquet,  and  Lelong."  It  contains,  by  way  of  ap- 
pendix, a  "  Stat«ruient  of  the  nnnunl   wants  of  a 


^^^^^^1 

B 

1 

846                                 ROUBN. 

working  man  c^  Ilou(^^,  compared    with 

die  re>^| 

sources  which  be  caD   procure  b 

-  bis  labour  during  ^M 

ibr  Mtmv  pvriucl."     ThU  Matnnt-nt  it  as  follows :-«  ^M 

'*  Wakm. 

■ 

46  cent . 

1 

ChrcH-  or  ITiTiing  for  breakfast 

10 

^^^M 

A  jwrtion  fiotn  Uie  gargttUitr 

^^^M 

20 

^^^H 

90 

^H 

05  cent. 

[>er  dayT^I 

PcrYeur 

946  f r.  75 

cent.  ^^^1 

eo 

^^^1 

15 

^^^H 

10 

^^H 

50 

^^H 

6 

^^^H 

Fire,  oneJi>yade  m  50  cent,  per 

i^^H 

M  

96 

cenu      ^M 

513  fr.  75 

If  the  workiiiAri  )in»  two  chiMren 

^^^M 

from  scTcn  to  ten  years  old, 

^^^H 

who  earn  but  HttJe,  and  often 

^^^1 

even  prevent  the  molhirr  from 

^^^1 

working,  the  {KTsoniil  expence 

^^^1 

of  the  fiiihcr  is  increased  by  at 

^^^1 

kasl  one-third  of  the  total  ex- 
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pence,  with  the  excepiion  of 
candle,  Grc,  and  lodging 


107      95 


Total  62irr70oem. 

If  the  children  are  und«r  seven 
years  old,  so  that  they  earn 
nothing  and  litkc  up  uil  the 
tjmv  of  the  mother,  there  is  a 
further  inereo^  of  expencee  by 
at  least  ail  much  mure 107      d5 


Total T«9  fr.  C.5  cent." 

"  Ikcohb. 

"  The  untial  wagcK,  1  fraiic,  75  cent^  amount  in 
s  year  to  5'-i5  francs,  so  that  the  workman  who  hoa 
only  himself  to  provide  for  may  have  a  yearly  sur- 
pluii  of  11  francs.  If  ht?  Iins  two  diildrcn,  from 
Hcvcn  to  leii  years  old,  in  the  circumstances  as- 
sumed in  the  above  statement,  there  is  a  de6cit  of 
96  fr,  75  cent  If  he  has  two  children,  under  »cveti 
yeurit  old,  thi.i  deficit  m  increnxed  to  204  fr.  ^5  cent. 

"  All  the»c  unavoidable  expences  arc  those  of  a 
workman  who  has  no  implements  or  matcriaU  to 
lind.  When  he  has  to  find  a  variety  of  petty  ar- 
ticles, as  is  the  case  with  the  weaver,  for  whom  there 
mud  further  Ik>  taken  into  uccotmt  the  rent  of  a 
place  for  his  loom,  and  the  time  which  he  loses  in 
carrying  home  his  work,  his  expences  are  increased 
30  cent,  at  least  per  day,  or  9U  francs  per  year. 

"  I'hus  every    utiniurried   workman   has  in  this 
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case  a  deficit  of  79  fr.  75  crul. ;  a  father  of  (wo 
children  from  seven  to  teu  years  old  R  deficit  of 
186fr.T0  cvnt. ;  and  lastly,  a  father  of  two  childn^ 
under  ktcii  a  drRdt  of  S94  fr.  Go  cent. 

'*  Melancholy  as  the  rebuli  of  this  table  is,  wc 
must  further  remark,  that  we  have  »et  down  HO  cent, 
for  the  loaf  uf  bread,  whereaa  it  ooUa  34  cent. ;  thai 
we  have  staleil  the  daily  wages  at  1  fr.  7o  cent  j  while 
they  amount  at  most  to  1  fr.  50  ccot. — that  we  have 
supposed  the  workman  to  be  employed  all  the  year 
round,  while  maity  can  find  only  occasional  employ- 
ment, and  a  |>Tcat  number  none  at  all— that  Anally 
our  calculation  applies  solely  to  uninarried  workmeD, 
or  such  »*  have  but  two  chiklrcn.  Hence  you  may 
judge,  if  you  can  without  shuddering,  what  must 
be  the  situation  of  a  workman  who  has  three,  four, 
five,  or  cveti  six  children." 

The  Keport  iIhii  oonchides  thus:  *' Uumanitjr 
therefore  rei}uirc5,  as  the  first  relief  due  to  the  )»• 
bouring  clasaes,  the  abolition— ^nd  as  s|ieeiJtlj  as 
poftaihll^— of  the  indirect  taxes  and  the  octroi,  which, 
if  it  is  a'nolutcly  necessary,  may  then  be  impoaed 
»n  the  wealthy  classes  witbout  exception. 

"  In  presenting  these  painful  rejections,  in  which 
wc  have  iKtn  cuiiManlly  guided  by  an  ardent  desire 
for  the  maintenance  of  order  and  tranquillity,  let  at 
lake  tlie  liberty  to  add  :  Happy  will  it  bu  if  ^le  too 
long  subsiiiing  miwry  of  tltc  great  number  does  not 
in  the  end  call  forth  dangers  for  those  who  have 
never  acted  otherwise  than  for  tl>eir  own  interest." 
Lei  me  once  more  remind  the  reader  that  it  is  no 
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French  operative,  no  republican,  but  members  of 
th«  inuDicipa]  council,  one  of  wlioni  is  mill  adjuuci 
of  tho  mavur,  who  here  lift  up  tlieir  voices  in  bcitulf 
of  tlicir  (li.'tfn-twi-cl  oouiitrymcn. 

I  ii€cd  scarcely  remark  ihat  since  the  preaciiUlion 
of  the  Iteport  in  1839,  evei-y  thing  has  byeti  left  jurt 
in  ilie  iuiiiM  »tnlv  that  ic  wuk.  In  Dect'uilK-r,  1831, 
M.  Lelong,  adjunct  of  tlic  m»yw  of  Rouen,  and 
one  of  the  members  of  the  nbovc-mcntioned  uooi- 
miuiun,  drew  up  a  memorial  entitled,  *'  Con- 
iade««tions  on  the  Disire!ti>e.t  of  certain  Clane>  of 
Workmen,  particularly  in  the  department  of  tlie 
JUiwer  Seine,"  wbieJi  was  likewise  presented  to  the 
municipal  council,  and  \s  deposited  in  the  archive* 
of  the  Mairie  at  Rouen. 

In  this  Memorial  the  author  gives  tables,  sliowing 
theexpences  and  receiplsof  the  factory  work-people, 
of  ibo  wages  paid  them  for  the  diiferent  sorts  of 
work,  and  those  paid  to  weavers,  and  another  exhi- 
biting the  cx]H'iKi::i  and  income  of  one  hundred  work, 
men  in  a  factory  with  a  steam-engine  of  twelve  horte- 
poirer,  for  six  months: — 

"  We  jn-e  by  these  tables,"  says  the  author,  in  his 
remarks  n{>on  ihetn,  "  that  itie  wool-spinners  are 
better  olTtluin  the  weavers"— tltc  number  of  whom. 
Dot  eftining  suSideni  to  maintain  them»elves,  is  cal- 
oulftud  by  M.  Leiong  at  Gd.OOO.  "  Nwertltelois, 
out  oflOO  employed  in  a  factory  worked  byasieam- 
engine  of  twelve  horse-power,  60  are  not  able  to 
procure  the  most  urgent  iieceitMries,  as  in  six  munthii 
they  arc  minus  20£»i  fr.  74  cent.     The  otb«f  40 
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hare,  on  th«  niher  hand,  a  surplus  of  2749  fr.  fiO 
cent.  But  we  must  bear  to  mind  that  all  these  are 
mppoitcti  to  be  unmnrried,  or  widuwera  without 
children,  free  from  all  invumbninoe,  and  having  only 
tbemselves  to  provide  for.  If  each  of  them  had  no 
aged  father,  a  wife,  or  daughter,  incapable  of  work, 
one  or  w-vrnil  cliiUirt-n,  lo  i(U]i[M>rt,  how  ditferent 
would  be  his  silitation  !  I  must  also  obnervc,  that 
these  caleulations,  already'  tDeluKholv  enough,  are 
made  frunt  the  wages  paid  in  one  of  our  beat  nuinu* 
fact()rie»  in  the  citj.aiid  if  there  are  others  in  whidi 
equal  regularity  end  cconomj  prevail,  which  have 
as  good  implcnieiits,  and  whose  arrangements  are  as 
perfect,  I  can  affiim  that  it  is  not  uirpasaed  by  an_v< 
No  one  can  dotibt  that  these  circumstances  permit 
the  workman  to  cam  more.  In  tliose  which  are  not 
in  the  abote  predicament,  the  numlier  of  workmen 
who  cannot  earn  auflicient  to  pay  for  the  most  ur- 
gent necessaries  must  inevitably  be  much  greater. 
The  smaller  spinning- factories,  the  machtoery  of 
which  is  wutkei)  by  lian*),  by  horses,  ai>d  even  by 
fire-engines,  which  are  liable  to  accidents  that  com- 
pel the  work-people  lo  »tand  ntill,  number  few  or 
iioite  (hat  can  live  by  the  prmluce  uf  their  labour. 
'  "  Individual  t>p(iiuists  may  iM-rhaps  tdl  me  that 
all  this  is  nut  |K>Mible  ;  thai,  if  the  produce  of  labour 
ia  nut  gteatcr  than  is  here  stat<rd,  the  wanU  of  the 
workman  are  likewiec  nolsoeonsiderable,  orhe  must 
Kmg  Mtice  have  «li«)  of  h»ngcr  and  misery.  To 
these  1  reply,  itiat  in  the  expcnccs  of  the  workman 
I  have  included  his  lodging,  which  )>e  does  not  pay  i 
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his  clothing,  which  he  does  not  renew  once  in  two 
years ;  ihe  washing  uf  his  rags,  which  he  wean  in 
their  dirt ;  ihul  he  gccKly  hiK  t-hiUIreti  into  the  streets 
to  bug;  that  hv  himwlf,  iiisK-Jid  nf  <i|K-niIing  95  cent, 
for  his  fuod,  lives  u[n>ii  one  sou's  worth  of  brrad  and 
one  of  piiiatues,  and  that  he  gets  his  drink  at  the 
neareiki  |iuni[>. 

"  Let  mc  then  a»k  ihum,  in  my  turn,  if  thc-rc  art- 
many  domestic  animals  which  work  so  hard  and  so 
long,  whii^h  arc  &»  ill  fed,  ^o  ill  lodged,  and  if  must 
of  tliexL-  tjiifortunutv  creatures  must  not  envy  thote 
antmnU  the  very  Mruw  on  which  they  lie?" 

The  author  then  shows  that  the  consumption  of 
all  the  productions  of  the  country  has  fallen  off  with 
the  incrvitsing  poverty  nf  the  working  clii*»e»,  aiMl 
Strives  to  prove  thai  the  nicrclianis,  shopkeepers,  and 
agriculturii'ts,  are  sufiering  from  the  same  cause. 
He  proven  the  inad«)iia<ry  of  work»l)ii)w  and  fat- 
toiien  of  beneficence,  and  thus  concludes:— 

"The  iandcil  proprietors  must  support  the  go- 
TminiL'ut  in  ail  the  measures  that  it  employs  lo 
remedy  this  evil.  They  ar«  all  resfionflihtc  |»rtneri 
in  a  great  concern,  which  is  sutfering,  longuishing, 
bik)  declining  :  it  behoves  them  then  to  unite  their 
talents,  iheir  ('fTori.s  and  thoir  sacrifices,  nut  only  to 
prevent  great  loBses,  but  perhaps  to  obviate  n  tre- 
niendoiis  catastrophe,  which  may  pcihaps  advance 
with  rwloiihled  speed  as  the  evil  increases.  Wo  to 
society  when,  out  of  ohKetjuiousneaa,  selfishness,  or 
want  of  courage,  people  flinch  from  diflicultiet ! 
Haw  not  means  been  found  to  give  the  emigrinls 
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ft  thouuind  puII'kkis  ?  But  wbo  lian  ihe  better  n^t 
to  claim  such  a  Hcrifioe— Ik  i>'1io  d«fi-n(ied  hix  coun- 
try under  all  eutei^cencicst  without  mer  beinyiug  it 
for  gold  And  honours,  or  be  who  .... 

**  The  rent  of  housL-s  in  Kuuiit,  even  in  the  most 
fRqucntcd  quarters,  hus  slrv-Jldy  fallen  oite-ciglitb  ; 
and  it  will  not  be  long  before  a  Uke  dt-cliiK*  takes 
place  in  the  country.  Sliould  any  one  conceive  my 
■utcmcnts  to  Iw  founded  on  error,  let  liim  confute 
tbcio.  But  let  m*  beg  llmt  none  would  turn  away 
fais  eyes  to  spare  himself  the  pain  of  beltoUiing  Uw 
deplorablu  state  of  our  xx-ial  ponition. 

*'  If  I  wcTx:  asked  wlK-ihcr  I  fomer  what  will 
happen  if  th(n^<>  are  sufTtred  (o  go  on  as  llwy  have 
done  for  sontL-  time,  I  would  answer,  *  iihout  reserve, 
that  I  think  I  can  foresee  it,  but  I  dare  not  say 
what  I  tec  in  the  future.  I  Ehnll  only  nrpeat  that 
I  have  spoken  of  a  volcano,  which  may  o|)en  aod 
swallow  up  tiiose  who  have  uo  fofrnght,  iinlcM 
Franec,  the  great  nation,  like  n  man  attacked  by 
consumption  or  any  other  insi<lious  <]i»easc,  Uik 
Irishes,  falls,  and  dieH,  aithout  a  strtif^le.  But 
this  is  not  probable,  not  ]M(Mb!r.  A  coIossbI  giaot 
cannot  perish  like  n  frail,  weak  creature.  Before 
he  expires,  he  will  muster  all  the  force  of  hts  won- 
derful muscles,  and  leave  betiuui  him  traces  of  his 
tremendous  Mirengtli.  In  conclusioa,  I  say, '  Solve 
tW  riddle  of  ihc  Sphinx,  or  she  will  tear  you  in 
pieces ! ' " 

A  startling  di-flundalion  this !     The  future  here 
appears  before  us  like  an  awfully  dark  thunder- 
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clout),  Olid  ihc  iiiMrnrctioiis  in  Lyuni  were  only  the 
first  flashes  that  burst  from  its  womb. 

Had  t)ii;>  been  written  by  a  ulf-aiy1e<l  friend  of 
ilic  (Ksi[ili.-,  lie  wcKjld  luvf  been  calletl  in  atuouiii 
for  it  Kt  the  assixcs;  for  these  friends  of  the  people, 
par  e.Tctlltncf,  have  too  often  shown  that  they  love 
only  one  part  of  the  people  and  hale  the  rest.  And 
this  hatred  h«x  jmrclivd  and  dcsln>yed  llw  seed,  eveit 
the  };ood  sred,  which  they  sowed,  for  love  alone  is 
fruitful.  And  out  of  love  to  all,  we  mt^ht  lu  take 
under  our  protection  tlioec  who  suffer,  and  show 
those  who  do  not  suffer  (hat  wc  are  defending  their 
own  cause  when  we  Mrive  to  relieve  the  distresw!!  of 
ooe  class  of  the  people,  thai  wc  provide  for  the 
future  safety  of  the  rich  by  bettering  the  present 
conditiiin  of  the  poor.  But  to  pretend  to  serve  the 
latter  by  curbing  the  funovr  is  i»»ultin;;  humanity, 
and  perilling  its  interests.  These,  however,  are  not 
tile  muAi  dan^rous  enemie*  of  tlte  existing  order  of 
thin;^.  Ii  has  more  dangerous  ones,  nstncly,  lho»o 
who  will  not  even  acknowledge  that  tlie  Sphinx  of 
tiniL-  has  ^iven  the  present  a  riddle  to  solve.  They 
will  have  to  re|H-nl  llicir  infatuation,  if,  as  the  author 
of  the  above  Memorial  apprehends,  the  Sphinx 
should  become  a  ravenous  beast. 

Since  1836,  however,  tlte  stale  of  the  factory 
work-people  in  Rouen  has  improved.  Superior 
hands  among  the  wool-spinnen  now  earn  about  9 
fr.  50  cvtil.,  and  iliough  (he  crisis  proiluced  a  stag- 
nation, the  manufacturers  seem  not  (o  have  been 
obliged  —  perhaps,  indeed,  as  the  insurrections  in 
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Lj-oos  iDDcIe  a  deep  impremion,  and  n^uwd  the 
workmea  to  a  sort  of  coataiMUnas  of  thdr  strength, 
they  did  uot  dare — to  reduce  ttic  rate  of  wages,  but 
only  diniiniibed  tlic  wurk,  which,  afler  all,  comes 
iu.-url)r  (o  (he  Niiiit'  iHiint  for  ^te  workman.  Tht'  daily 
caniiti^s  uf  the  wcuvcris  on  ihc  uihcr  Uaod,  arc  upon 
SB  average  from  1  fr.  lo  1  fr.  30  cent.,  »o  that,  even 
wh«n  thcj'  havo  constant  urork,  tlicy  must  be  oon* 
tinuftliy  in  flrrcar,  and  live  at  Uie  same  time  in  the 
tnosi  penuriuut)  manner. 

Buijifamunientary  impnivcmenlhasUkt-n  plac?, 
other  drcum«tiincc«  may  arihc  u>  tnormw,  and  pro- 
duce changes,  as  in  1831.  The  wound  is  only 
cicatriccd,  not  healed  ;  uay,  it  seems  as  if  it  \rere 
only  spreading  furtlier  and  dcrepvr  beneath  thi.- 
eachar. 

But  Imw  Lt  it  to  l>e  healed?  Ay,  there  is  the 
fearful  rtddic  !  And  then  our  timid  hocnccopaihic 
aj^  and  world,  which  recoil  with  fear  and  trembling 
from  every  radical  idea,  every  radical  cure .'  Witc 
I  ucqiitiinU-il  with  ttte  means  of  solving  ilic  riddle, 
and  to  commiiniuitv  ihcni,  the  narrow-minded  mor- 
ttils  u'liuld  iry  out.  "  Stone  hitn  '.   the  blasphemer  !" 

I  shall  ilx-rcfore  advert  to  only  one,  and  that  tiie 
worst  udc  of  this  evil  —  llw  children.  In  all  the 
manufacturing  cities  ami  (oirns  of  France  hove  been 
i-stubliyhi-d  schools,  into  which  the  children  of  the 
work-people  arc  ndmitlcd  gratuitously.  Bui  this 
measure  has  procluwil  linle  fruit.  I  have  already 
oliM'rved,  that  I  <luuht  the  moral  benefit  of  auch 
sclioolfi,  when  tlic  cliildreii  are  obliged   la  work  the 
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grrati-r  port  of  ih«  day  in  tlie  factory,  and  are  there 
exposed  lo  ihc  brutality  of  a  ttphiner.  Dut  the  op- 
portunity for  instruction  is  not  even  ctnbraccd.  At 
Mnroin,  near  Itouen,  a  manufacturing  village  of 
SOOO  inhabitants,  there  are  schouLi  of  thin  kind,  and 
only  three  ihildrcti  of  piKir  |Kth>iis,  nnd  fifty  of 
inhabiinntN   in   curty    cii'cumstant-eK,   attend    them, 

''though  they  have  every  thing  gratis.  The  cauac 
ofthis  rirctimstance,  a&  far  as  the  poor  workmen  are 
concerned,  in  self-cvitlfnt.  They  earn  only  just  suf- 
fieietit  to  support  ihc-nisvlves,  and  therefore  are  com- 
pel lt\)  to  lend  their  children,  as  soon  as  ihcy  arc  strong 
enough,  not  to  the  ^hool,  but  to  the  fiiclnry.  These 
earn  iht-re  from  six  to  ten  sous  for  sixteen  or  seven- 
teen hours'  work.  Even  this  small  sum  (he  parents 
cannot  affurd  to  lose  by  sending  their  children  to 
»eh<x>l.  The  cotnnuiniu- — enndidtr  that  ihit  is  one 
of  the  |)oint«  involved  in  the  riddle  of  the  Sphinx— 

^Slight  forbid  children  to  work  longer  than  half  a  day 
in  the  factory,  and  ciim))enMte  the  family  for  the 
wtigcsuf  the  olhiT  half,  for  (hi-  houn  which  the  child 
pasws  at  school.  It  would  th«it  Itavc  time  to  learn 
while  playing,  to  go  to  the  school  of  life. 

Perhupa  stiiU'sinen  may  not  relish  this  proposal, 
and  I  am  itlniost  afraid  that  they  will  not.  Let 
philanihrnptsts  then  nnitv  and  du  witnt  must  be 
dunt',  if  they  would  not  have  brutality  combine 
sooner  or  later  with  misery  and  scmi-consciousneis 
of  it  to  form  n  rafiurioitft  beast. 

The  grc'Jitesl  benefactor*  of  mankind  are  the  in- 
ventors of  machines;  and  tbc  inventor  of  the  first 
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CHAPTER  XXIX. 

AitiMns ;  Aeir  4taift  of  iabrmation— LwIotm  («tabllah«J  b;  Ui< 
SnclEiy  at  Eiiiiiliilii>ii — Spirit  imriilinK  *mon|{  Ihe  Op«rhU*H 
(it  Ffboco — Artkip»tlon»— Effoiti  for  Iho  RefonnaUon  of  Jo- 
venilK  UITii(iilt>r*^MfMr«.  LKoint*  and  Dubamtl  ••tabliib  ■ 
School  in  the  pflion  of  RuUcd — Fonnutao  of  ■  Society  (or 
liottoring  Ui«  roaililion  of  young  Convieta — 9i»CM—  of  It*  Bs- 
artlcinn — Vitit  t»  th«  Sdiool — Awfol  tilw  tugKigicd  hj  it. 

Tub  artiMin*  of  Itoticn  MoncI  on  r  much  higher 
stop  of  the  social  ladder  than  the  factory  woritmcD. 
The  revolution  of  July  has  produc<ed  a  most  cx- 
iraordinury  viTcci  upon  ihoni.  In  I'aris  it  was 
chiefly  ihi-y  who  dwided  iIk'  conflivl,  and  pcrBona 
of  tliix  cluss,  coming  from  ihr  capital,  dilTused  by 
their  narratives  ihc  spirit  which  had  excited  them  to 
action  there.  This  circuraMance  has  upon  iho 
whole  iiicrenNcd  tiirir  !U:lf-«»<cm),  aiu)  that  is  a  be- 
nefit ;  for  lie  only  has  any  wonh  nho  values  him* 
self.  The  prominent  part  taken  by  the  public  prr«a 
bus  hIm)  priHliicixl  an  efl'ect  A  cuiitiderablv  num- 
ber of  tlio  artisans  tlirouj^liout  alt  France  aoon 
attached  tliemsclves  to  the  different  oppositions,  and 
those  diKtrihutHl  among  thciu  poliiicnl  writings, 
some  good,  others  bad.  The  universal  consequence 
was  an  iiicreaBing  deure  lo  inform  themselves,  u> 
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TWhI  ;  nnd  thus  the  artisans  constitute  at  present  the 
majority  of  the  subscribers  to  all  ihe  cheap  editions 
of  th*"  French  clanwc*.  Yon  may  be  tiiirc  of  finding 
ai  the  iodgiiigx  of  tno«t  nf  thrni  a  tnl<-r.-ilklc  nlore  of 
knowledge,  and  n  Jiille  library,  containing  Buffon, 
Cornciile,  Ueranger,  J,  J.  Kouswau,  Courtier,  &c. 
And  whatever  we  may  think  of  oneoroiherof  these 
writers,  still  ue  cannot  deny  that  the  money  ex- 
pende<l  on  their  works  is  bcttrr  laid  out  than  if  it 
W*rc  spent  ns  formerly  at  the  cubnrets. 
"  The  desire  of  information  awakened  in  the  class 
of  artisans  was  soon  productive  of  this  effed,  that 
men  belonging  to  tlic  higher  dames  of  society  felt 
Utcinselves  called  to  gratify  it,  as  far  as  lay  in  thdr 
power.  Never  was  there  yet  any  want  of  devoted 
hearts,  a^  soon  as  ibvy  were  seriounly  minniionetl  to 
act  by  the  spirit  of  the  time  and  circumstances. 
Such  wns  the  case  here. 

In  1^4,  the  Boci^tt^  d'Eiuulation  in  Uoucn  pro. 
posed  to  give  public  courws  of  hectares  on  com- 
mercial law,  htKik-kecping,  and  geometry,  and  dis- 
interested friends  of  the  people  came  forward  to 
oRer  their  time,  their  labour,  and  their  talenta.  In 
the  first  year,  ih«he  diflerent  lacturefl  were  attended 
by  S1(>  yotmg  tradesmen,  artisans,  and  even  a  few 
factory  labourers,  namely,  commercial  law,  72,  book- 
ke^ing,93,  geometry,  5S :  and  the  prize*  oR'ereii  by 
the  above-mentioned  fNKicty  wcw  gained  by  a  tin- 
tnan,  a  shopkeeper,  a  porcelnin-n orker,  and  s  smith, 
in  commercial  law;  by  a  porcelain- worker,  a  shop- 
keeper, and  weaver,   in   book-keeping;  and  by  a 
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4lotb*pwKrt  two  youiijf  Bhopkeepen,  ntul  n  \aM- 
maker,  in  geometry-. 

Id  iht  fi>II<)w)nf;  yrar,  1835,  two  oiber  courses  of 
public  lectures  were  inittiluted  by  the  municipal 
GouDcil, — nn  nnlunti  philosophy  by  M.  Duboc,  and 
on  chemimrj-  by  M.  Girandin.  I  bare  fnei^uetitly 
altcndctl  ibe  lectures  of  the  Utter.  The  first  tim« 
1  arrived  as  iht  cluck  iras  Mriking  twelve.  I  had 
reckoned  upon  the  ncftdcmicAl  grace  of  a  r|uarter  of 
an  hour,  but  I  had  miscalculated.  The  hull  waf 
crammed  ;  the  very  stairs  and  windows  were  crowded 
with  auditors,  as  if  to  cntch  the  words  of  the  )e^ 
luirr  in  their  flight.  It  wns  Hlcrally  my  lot  not  <« 
bear  any  oftbem.  Next  Sunday,  I  went  half  an 
hour  earlier,  and  found  just  one  vacant  place.  Full 
four  hnndm)  srtisans,  woriiing  nun),  ^lopkrcpem, 
and  even  elderly  citizens,  were  assembled,  and  lis- 
tvned  with  a  devout  atte'Ution,  such  as  I  bnd  never 
wiinvKNnl  in  my  own  cotiniry  at  the  lectures  of  the 
most  eminent  professors. 

The  two  leclurcn  on  diemistry  and  natural  phi- 
losophy published  (heir  Siindiiy  Iretures  every 
week.  Of  M.  Girardiii's  popular chrmistry  a  thou- 
sand copies  were  printed,  and  by  the  close  of  the 
year  tliiTC  was  nut  one  to  Iw  had  ;  so  that  the  lec- 
turer, who  c<Mtjiinly  undertook  the  duly  as  a  labour 
of  love  only,  made  in  the  end  a  good  speculation  of 
it.  While  I  was  in  Uouen,  a  uew  edition  of  his 
chemical  course,  of  3000  copies,  was  in  the  press. 
This  single  fact  says  morr  than  any  thing  ihat  I 
could  add. 
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Individual  workmen  and  oriisans  Iii»ve  been  ena- 
bled, by  the  instruction  received  here  tii  belter  iheir 
condition  very  materially.  A  weaver  has  been  ap- 
pointed inttituteur  prtmaire  ;  n  calico- printer  haa 
■et  up  for  mntheiniiticiil  master,  aitd  as  such  is 
sought  after  l)y  the  beet  schools  in  Itouen  ;  a  clerk 
in  a  maauiiictory  haa  beooine,  after  a  brilliant  ex- 
smination,  surveyor  of  the  roods  in  lh«  department 
of  ihe  Lower  Seine.  I  oouid  DH-niion  other  in- 
atanoes  of  the  like  kind,  but  iheae  may  suffice. 

In  France  the  demre  for  inforniation  i»  almost 
uniwrKiil.  Onty  furnish  ibe  worlcRM-n  and  artisans 
widi  an  opportunity  of  learning,  ai>d  they  will 
tliroog  to  avail  thenutelvn  uf  it.  Not  lonf;  since, 
oiM  hundred  and  fifty  workinj;  men  at  Eibcnf  pre- 
tcnled  a  petition  to  the  municipal  council,  praying 
tltat  it  would  make  amiugeni«iiis  for  public  lectures 
on  miturul  philosopliy  and  cbemisUy  to  be  held 
there,  as  they  wcr«  in  Uoueu. 

I  became  octjuainted  at  Rniien  with  a  jntirnc}'- 
mai)  printer,  who  witrrcd  into  correspondence  with 
Guiicot,  while  minister,  respecting  the  Sources  of 
French  History,  publishing  under  his  patrona^^, 
and  who  proved  to  him  lliat  the  w<}rk  of  an  author— 
I  hnve  forgotten  his  namv — nirniiofiMl  in  lh«  pro- 
spectus as  inediled,  had  been  given  to  (he  public  in 
the  works  of  Lcibnit/.,  upon  whidi  this  author  was 
HFuck  out  of  the  list.  Sucb  an  intUncv,  indeed,  » 
but  an  exception,  [K-rhaps  on  aoci>dent :  on  tho 
other  band,  the  efi'ects  of  th«  eagerness  of  the  )a*| 
Iwuring  daat  in  FraiKe  to  improve  itself  are  eveiy  j 
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where  apparL-iil.  The  paiicrs  rccrally  publiiihcd  a 
letter  from  one  wliu  had  boen  a  working  niun  to 
B<!rang«r,  and  the  answer  of  (he  latter  lo  the  for- 
mtT,  who,  thriiiigh  Bt-ningi-r*s  ptn-nix,  liad  hccome  a 
musician,  a  conipuKor,  nitd  n  tcncherof  muuc-  I  have 
already  iiK-ntioncd  Lebretoa  and  Kilbejr.  A  cooper 
in  Dunkirk  has  aung  the  ^ea  nnd  ita  iJiorcs;  a 
cabinet  mukcr  at  Fontainvblcuii  iW  forest  and  its 
ancient  tm-x ;  a  baker  at  Niiues,  ilic  ruins  of  Houan 
tidifloes  in  hia  native  town  ;  and  a  hairdroucr  at 
Agcn,  of  love  in  the  tone  of  thv  trouonduors. 

A  new  life  pcnadrs  the  entire  body  of  French 
o)>craiive)>,  and  this  movement  musf  certainly  have 
Boue  (lay  a  con^idi-niblv  itiflueiice  on  )iolitical  af- 
fairs. That  in&ucni.'C  iitdeed  is  already  active,  and 
it  is  only  ihc  dull  eye  which  h  incapable  of  perceiving 
the  germ  till  it  has  grown  tip  into  a  (rtv  that  can 
overlook  it.  What  may  lie  tltv  coiiM-qurno-s  of  thit 
metamorphosis  ot  one  of  the  most  important  cla«K( 
of  the  people,  it  is  impossible  to  foresee :  all  then 
that  one  can  yvt  do  h  to  call  atieiition  to  the 
matter.  Those  who  come  after  us  will  poesess  the 
mcanM  of  appreciating  both. 


We  have  seen  what  u  wretched  life  ilie  cliildrcn 
of  i!>e  factory  work-pi-ople  lead,  tlinl  they  arc 
(iirnKi  out  by  their  parents  when  very  young,  that 
they  work  as  iciiig  as  they  can  get  employment,  and 
starve  when  llH-n;  is  none  lo  I>e  had.  Without  any 
moral  cultivotiow,  it  would  be  a  wonder  if  a  con- 
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niderablc  number  of  them  were  not  brought  an- 
nually bi'fore  llic  courts  of  justice,  to  account  for 
the  offences  into  which  ihcy  have  been  led  by  distress 
and  by  their  moral  condition. 

Fn)m  the  year  1832  to  1835,  171  children  were 
sent  (o  tlio  prison  of  Itoucti,  the  Bicctrv;  of  these 
61  were  born  in  Rouen,  18  at  Dieppe,  8  at  Havre, 
5  in  Pari*,  10  at  Kllwuf,  and  the  olhi-r  75  in  dif. 
ferent  communes.  The  number  is  large  enough; 
but  it  must  be  oonfeased  that,  considering  the  de- 
scripiions  given  of  the  state  of  the  work-people  in 
Koticn,  the  only  wonder  is  that  it  i*  no  larger. 

TIicsc  young  criminaU  were,  till  a  few  years 
since,  left  to  themselves,  or  rather  to  the  in^iruc- 
tiouH  of  the  adult  prisoners  grown  grey  in  gnili,  &» 
they  still  arc  in  most  of  the  prisons  in  France. 
When  once  they  had  crossed  the  threshold,  on  aC' 
ouunl  ))erha|>s  of  a  iht-ft  commitied  from  distress, 
or  vagrancy,  their  destiny  was  fiswl ;  ihty  were 
marked  out  for  the  career  of  crime,  which  led  a 
great  number  of  them  to  the  galleys.  Between  the 
ycar^  1826  uiu)  18^)1,  £13  young  criminals  of  this 
kmd  were  released  from  the  Kicetrc;  137  of  tliem 
relapsed  into  their  former  courses,  and  50  were  sent 
to  Gaillon,  the  central  prison  of  the  department  of 
ttiv  £ure,  or  to  the  galleys. 

It  is  grievous  to  sec  how  long  t^strms  universally 
condetniied  as  vicious  can  be  allowed  to  subsist. 
Tlwre  is  scnrcely  s  rcfiecling  perNon  in  France  who 
hai  not  heard  or  rend  a  liui>tlrcd  limes  that  it  is  a  real 
crime  to  leave  young  oflenders  to  themselves  or  to 
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llieexiunp}eofpracli«ed  villains;  whodoM 
diet  it  i*  a  duly  mcunitxmt  on  i»ociely  to  nttnid  U> 
Ihese  unfortuiulr  creatures,  and  to  provide  for  their 
future  wclfart  by  t-ducation  himI  linhits  of  industry. 
It  IS  ncT-t-ftbrlcss  but  rarely,  an<I  only  by  way  of 
exception,  Ihnt  any  thing  is  done  to  lead  tbetn  out 
of  the  path  of  guilL  If  one  cou\d  survey  the  entire 
courw;  ]>ur*uc<l  by  the  murdcrw  till  he  became  suffi- 
ciently hardened  in  guilt  to  raise  the  fatal  weapon, 
we  should  find  but  too  often,  perhafu  twice  out  of 
ihrne  timi's  that  on  loeiety  iwelf  falls  the  responsi- 
biliiy  for  that  crime,  on  account  of  which  it  at  last 
inexorably  demands  the  life,  or  at  least  the  Uberiy, 
of  the  culprit. 

All  this  is  the  morv  jiainful  when  wc  see  how 
little  \i  very  often  needed  to  alter,  to  amend.  Two 
genlleuMn  of  Kouen,  Messrs.  Lecoinle  and  Dtt- 
hnmi-l,  funiish  a  striking  proof  of  (hi«  in  regard  to 
juvenile  offeiKlers.  They  observed  their  deplorable 
condition,  resolved  to  improve  it,  and  dwoted  a 
portion  of  their  lime  to  this  purpose.  On  the  l>t 
of  February,  183S,  they  pro^ioscd  to  the  gratuitous 
eantonal  oommillee  for  primary  instruction  in 
Rouen  to  establish  a  Khool  nf  mutual  in«iruetion  in 
the  Bicetrr;  <ni  the  Slst  of  the  snme  ntunth  it  was 
opened,  and  those  two  philanthropists  iheniKlve*  un- 
dertook the  task  of  giving  the  requisite  instruction 
lo  ibe  juvenile  prixonent.  Fnim  that  time  ihry  wer« 
without  intenniMtion  itie  directors  of  the  school,  gave 
lessons  for  several  hours  every  day,  and  soon  carried 
their  plan  for  the  reformation  of  the  young  culprits 
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Mill  iBrlhor.  On  the  13th  of  May,  1833,  they  pro- 
posed  to  the  mayor  to  assign  i.OOO  franca  to  the 
adniinUtration  of  the  prison  for  the  purpotv  of 
e^tjihtliliiiig  sliocmukrnt',  tailors',  weavers',  and 
vaUiiKrt-makcrs'  workshopn.  Tiic  ])ropo«al  was 
adopled. 

Instruction  and  employment  were  th«  mcam  by 
which  they  hoped  to  secure  the  future  u-elfurv 
of  their  proiiJg<?9.  But  it  was  not  sufficient  to 
irausform  the  young  culpriia  in  the  prison  into  new 
creatures  by  these  two  levers,  if,  at  the  expiration 
of  their  confinement,  ihcy  were  to  Iw  tuniL-d  out 
into  the  world  witliuut  proteciion  or  provision,  and 
loiuktl  with  the  curxc  of  th»t  prejudice  which  rests 
upon  every  one  who  bus  bi-en  ihi;  inmule  of  a  prison. 
Ufthistheir  two  patrons  soon  bcCHinet  liorouglilyscu- 
«blc :  and  ho  at  their  insiigaiion  there  was  founded, 
on  the  2Clh  of  Dectmbcr,  ]  833,  a  "  Soci^t^  p*>ur  Ic 
patronage  des  jeunes  hbcres,"  which  in  the  first 
year  collected  2780  francs,  and  10.199  till  the  let 
of  June,  1835. 

McM»r!i.  I.ecointc  and  Duhamel  continued  to 
superintend  the  instrnction  of  the  hoyi  a%  before ; 
and  the  Society  undertook  to  provi^lc  ptnces  for 
them  after  their  liberation.  On  \hese  points  I  shall 
()ii(ite  a  few  wordu  from  the  re]>orla  of  this  society. 
In  regard  to  tl»c  firiil,  we  are  told:  "The  |M)ftition 
of  the  juvenile  pritoners  is  totally  changed  within 
these  two  years.  They  have  a  consciousness  of 
good  and  evil ;  the  instructions  which  ihey  receive 
make  them  acquainted  with  ibeir  duties  towards 
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God ;  the;  pray  togctber,  uxl  devoutly  attend  di- 
vine  worship.  Almost  all  of  them  can  read,  wiite, 
and  cipher ;  the  rest  uf  ihc-ir  time  it  dvvotcd  to  the 
learning  of  a  Iriidc,  and  M.-vrntl  of  iIhsmt  youths  have 
bocn  placed  out  as  journeynMn  and  are  canting  th«ir 
living." 

With  respect  to  the  providing  of  places  for  the 
ofren<li^r»  ou  llieir  relcawc,  (he  rtrport  wf  the  Society 
r»r  1835  says,  "The  tvivfold  rentark— that  young 
criminols  nrc  ntore  numerous  in  nianufaeturing  towns 
than  in  agricultural  districts,  and  dial  greater  mo- 
rality previuls  ID  the  latter— has  led  us  la  perceive 
timt  ihe  young  cimviedi  on  tboir  lilx-ralion  ought  as 
much  as  possible  to  be  employed  in  agriculture,  thai 
tlwy  may  be  Ihe  less  exposed  to  bad  company,  and 
Itccomc  habittutled  lu  an  iiuluittridus  life.  But  an 
impvdinK'nt  that  is  frequently  met  with  prevented 
the  execution  of  this  phio. 

**  The  majority  of  the«e  conricis  have  been  fram 
their  youth  left  to  Uiemnt-lveft;  (hey  have  had  to 
endure  all  the  consequence*  of  iiKtigcncv,  and  ihcir 
physical  powers  have  sufTered.  You  would  be  in 
general  mistaken  if  you  were  to  estimate  ih«r  age 
from  their  (KTMinal  appearance.  Others  prefer  teai 
laborious  occupations,  ami  vre  are  obliged  to  give 
way  to  thdr  inclinations  on  (his  point,  as  it  would 
not  be  advisable  lo  change  their  vocation. 

"  The  prejudice  which  rejects  die  liberated  coo- 
vtcts  is  likcwi»c  deeply  rooted.  How  many  refuaals 
have  we  not  met  witli !  How  many  are  there  who 
fiOt^rtain   |)Jiilanthropic  seiuimeots  in  theory  and 
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deny  thtni  in  prncticu  !  Thin  diHpouiion,  however, 
)uu  iK'illHT  surprised  nor  dotcrrLt)  ui. 

"  But  if  we  have  experienced  many  refiiwdK,  we 
must,  on  the  other  hand,  do  justice  to  the  huuiJini' 
disposition  of  those  who  have  accepted  our  pro- 
posals. Arlixunx  little  favoured  liy  fortune  were 
generous  and  eonfidin{>;  our  convicts,  admitted  In 
the  domestic  hearth,  became  diildrcn  of  the  family; 
they  here  found  gxxid  advice,  and  the  best  instruc- 
tion for  pracliung  their  trade.  One  of  these  artisaiM 
said  to  ua  with  emolioti,  '  I  was  myself  a  forloni 
orphan  without  resoureeii.  A  l>enevoleiu  man  took 
pity  on  my  situation  ;  he  generously  taught  in«  his 
trade,  and  it  is  no  doubt  owiitg  to  hiai  that  I  have 
becouwa  good  citizen  and  a  good  father.  I  will 
now  rqrny  what  he  gave  ute.'  He  has  kept  Ww 
word,  and  trained  a  clever  workman,  whose  live- 
lihood is  secured  and  whose  conduct  is  exemplary." 

Farther  on  the  rejwrt  say.i,  "  Wherever  it  has 
been  |xisNiht«,  we  have  endeavoured  to  rv-knit  family 
lies.  Thus  many  children  have  been  given  bock  to 
their  parents,  and  their  position  secured  by  means 
of  succuun  cautiously  granted." 

Thus  instruction,  work,  the  liabitudc  of  it,  a 
trade,  and,  as  far  as  possible,  a  secured  livelihotxJ, 
are  the  means  employed  to  give  back  the  young 
convicts  to  society,  and  to  guaril  them  agmusl  a  re- 
lap«e.  The  results  for  a  number  of  years  have 
been  as  follows: — 
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Thus  white,  in  tlic  yean  182fi-183t.  out  of  ISS 
young  convicts  who  were  released,  117  relopsed, 
af^cr  the  opening  t^the  adiool  and  the  tR&iiiution  of 
liic  Socitft^  pour  le  Patronage,  ibcre  were  only  17 
relap»ea  out  of  191  released  convicts.  ThU  might 
atiDust  be  called  a  won<)erful  rej^ilt,  but  it  is  n  per- 
fectly natural  one,  and  ihe  only  wonderful  pare  of 
ibe  matter  is  that  liiere  arc  perhaps  persuns  to  be 
found  who  will  wonder  at  iL 

M.  Duhnmel  bud  iliv  kindnex*  to  latte  me  lo  tbe 
prison  to  see  his  school  and  his  pupils.  I  have  a 
secret  horror  i»f  every  place  thai  is  called  a  priton, 
and  o'hfh  tin-  luck  of  tbe  first  door  was  turned  upon 
me,  my  blood  ran  cold.  Nothing  Inii  the  certain 
hope  of  finding  in  one  of  tb(>«(^  prisons,  which  bare 
hitherto  been  only  a  disgrace  to  society,  an  insutu- 
lion  worlby  of  man  and  of  humanity,  enabled  me  to 
conquer  my  inward  repugnance.     FiTe  or  six  other 
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^oors  opened  to  aijmh  us,  and  were  locked  again 
when  we  had  pofsed,  before  wc  rcucheil  the  quarter!) 
of  the  children.  These  were  just  nt  dinner.  From 
sixty  to  seventy  boys,  apparently  from  ten  (o  fiflten 
years  old,  were  seated  at  two  long  tables.  At  the 
extremity  of  these  two  tables  was  a  third,  at  which 
nt  three  boys.  All  were  dressed  in  dark  gray 
JBcketi  niid  trowsers,  a  cup,  and  wooden  .ilioes. 
The  three  boys  at  the  small  table,  which  overlooked 
the  other  two,  were  the  serjeant-inajor  and  two  ster. 
jenntd.  The  other  convicts  were  divided  into  small 
purtioK,  cut^h  of  which  hiid  a  corporitl  or  Kerjeant  nt 
its  head  ;  and  the  Serjeants  and  corporals  hnd  the 
distinction  usual  among  soldiers,  a  linen  or  silver 
Mripe  on  the  sleeve. 

When  we  entered,  nil  rose  without  leaving  thtir 
places.  But  in  the  way  in  which  all  of  thetn,  m 
chorus,  greeted  tbcir  benefactor  with  "  Bon  jour, 
Monsieur  Duhamel,"  there  was  sudi  a  rwipeciful 
familiarity  as  I  have  very  rarely  witnrsned.  This 
salutation  did  my  heart  good,  and  it  would  h.ivc 
sufBce<l  to  convince  mv  ihui  a  great  ilenl  is  done  here 
for  the  welfare  of  tltcse  children. 

They  had  nearly  finished  dinner  when  we  en- 
'  lered.  All  of  them  still  had  upon  their  plates  mme 
whol«!toine>loaking  meat  and  vegetables.  Whether 
tlivy  liave  meat  every  day  I  cannot  tell,  tliough  I 
believe  M.  nuhamel  did  inform  mc.  It  was  the 
moral  result  only  that  I  was  intcresied  about. 

When  ihey  had  done  dinner,  the  serjeant- major 
began  a  simple,  but  on  that  account  the  more  ini- 
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pfiMMve,  pnyer,  which  the  mher  boys  devoutly . 
))n)tinuncT()  nfu-r  liini.  The  young  commander  then 
fpivv  orders  for  leaving  tl>c  diniiij^-rooni.  His  iiib- 
onlinai««,  the  serjcanti  kikI  corporals,  rvpentcd  the 
won)  of  command,  and  the  Htilc  troop  left  the  hall 
in  miliiary  ste|).  In  thiH  nuuiner,  they  inarched 
through  tile  firm  court  into  «  larger,  where  tl»ey 
drew  up  nt  the  command  of  their  lemlent.  Here 
end)  cnrporul  examined  hi«  division,  ascertained 
whether  clothes  and  mliocs  vcrc  in  n  good  stale, 
whether  hands  and  faces  were  duly  wailied.  and 
noted  down  any  rent  in  jacket  or  trowwra,  and  any 
nogiocl  of  cleanliness.  At  length  iImj  commander 
ordered  llieoi  to  break  their  ranks,  on  which  tlie  lads 
were  allowed  to  walk  about  in  the  ooun  for  half  an 
hour,  whit^h  they  did  three,  four,  or  five,  arm-tn -arm 
together.  One  of  the  **:rjiSiDi»t  fq^cier  ilu  Jour, 
retained  the  Bupcrintendei>ce,  in  order  to  prevent 
any  thing  improper. 

I  must  confea  that  at  the  first  moment  thii  mili- 
tary KyKiem  made  a  dioagreeabk  impreMton,  tJiougb 
I  wiw  not  dis|x)sed  lo  find  fault.  I  Itad  spcn  «om«> 
ihing  of  the  sort  in  private  schools,  and  there  found  ^, 
this  apinh  mimickry  as  contemptiblfl  and  unprocti-^H 
ca)  as  |iossJl>le.  To  make  military  piip|)rts  of^^^ 
chil<)ren  i.t  a  nMirtal  Kin,  n  relk  of  the  Napcdeon 
mania,  whkli  is  far  from  being  entirely  banished 
from  France.  But  heire,  in  the  priaon,  on  furthrr 
consi<lenilion,  die  ihti^f  did  mrt  ap)>ear  so  imprac- 
tical. The  gTTBter  nnmbcr  of  these  Uiyi  were  vaga- 
bmds^  accustomed  to  the  roost  disorderly  and  Im- 


I 


4 


BCHOOL  FOR  JUVBHILB  CONVICTS.       S71 


guUr  life.  To  habituate  tbem  to  order,  regularity, 
and  cleanliiiout,  u  certaipiy  une  of  ilw  tn<>«t  difKciilt 
tasks  of  their  icachcrs,  nnd  1  bclipvc  that  it  would 
not  be  easy  for  them  to  devise  any  l»elter  way  of 
acconi|>ltRhing  thin  object  than  to  subject  the  pupila 
to  Mrid  military  disci jili in-,  though,  in  KonK- rrspcctS) 
it  id  (Trtftirily  liable  to  objwrion. 

\V1)rn  the  time  for  recreation  was  over,  the  voice 
of  the  Serjeant -major  called  tlie  convicts  again  into 
rank  and  file,  aod  they  marched  to  (be  »chix>l  -  room . 
I  need  not  enter  into  the  mode  of  praccediDg  in  a 
Bchoul  of  mutual  instruction.  The  convicts  herv 
Iwrned  rciuling,  writing,  and  arithmetic,  nnd  n  con- 
adenibtc  number  of  theni  hud  already  arrived  at  a 
degree  of  perfection  in  those  three  branches  of  in- 
alruction,  which  is  rarely  attained,  and  scarcely  evor 
Rurpasscd,  in  thfi  low<>r  s(?h(H>U. 

For  the  improvcmcnl  of  llK'in morals  they  receive 
rdigious  mstrudion ;  but  the  principal  pmnl,  after 
all,  conkiits  in  the  daily  admonitions  of  their  philan- 
thropic tcflcherK,  in  employment,  in  the  Jnsiruction 
itself.  inorder,and,laMly,  in  the  gradually-awakening 
consciousness  that  they  arc  no  longer  abandoned  by 
God  and  the  world,  and  in  the  knowledge:  of  the 
sacrifk«s  that  worlhy  men  are  making  for  them. 
The  good  conduct  of  thu  convicts  procures  them  the 
dillereiit  ranks  of  serj cant- major,  scrjeanl,  and  cor- 
poral, by  which  their  youthful  ambition  is  toon 
kindled,  and  they  ore  impelled  lo  liettcr  courses, 
lastly,  the  Sodcly,  from  time  to  time,  makes  the 
best,  DMWt  diligvnt,  and  bcst-behavcd  scholars  a 
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present  in  money  offiO  or  S5  francs,  wtuch  udepO' 
sited  for  tlicni  in  the  ta*iiig*'  chvst. 

Before  I  leii  the  prison,  I  went  with  M.  Duhn- 
nwl  to  we  tbe  bnishmakers*  workshops,  where  the 
boys  work  after  school -hours  under  the  direction  of 
a  master  from  the  citj ;  for,  of  eoune,  ibe  young 
conviets  arc  kept  as  much  apart  as  possible  from  the 
other  prisoners. 

I  inust  own  that  I  hnrc  seldom  visited  a  public 
institution  from  which  I  have  carried  home  with  mc 
a  feeling  of  siicb  profound  satisfaction.  It  not  only 
did  my  heart  good  to  think  iliat  so  many  unfortu- 
nate cn'atures  were  here  rvgiiinixl  for  society,  but 
perhaps,  in  a  stilt  greater  degree,  Utat  tbe  good-will 
ui  two  excellent  men  vitti  .tufficicnt  tu  produce  this 
result.  Thti  Bnt  step  only  is  difiicull,  luid  costs 
sacrilici-s ;  this  once  taken,  idl  is  acconipttthed,  and 
the  rest  ie  only  a  question  of  earlier  or  later.  Mcssn. 
Lecointe  aud  Duluunel  fonncd  the  plan  of  betlerii^ 
the  condition  of  tlte  youtig  convicts,  and  becauw 
they  set  about  the  work  in  gotxl  eaniesl  llieir  eJforts 
Were  buucessful.  They  bci'amc  themselves  the 
teachers  of  the  prisoners,  and  the  results  from  this 
beginning  followed  ulntust  without  any  exertion. 
\Vork»J>opa  were  establisliud,  and  a  Society  in- 
stituted to  provide  for  the  future  subsistoiKe  of  the 
conviets.  . 

Thus  all  that  could  well  be  done  has  been  per- 
formed  for  the  department  of  the  Lower  Seine,  and 
there  needs  but  another  step  to  communicate  the 
heiK'lits  of  similar  institution*  lu  all  Fraaoe.     For 
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tilis  effect,  iud«ed,  th«  powers  of  nn  individual  are 
inadequnle;  but  wlien  we  see  that  the  Society  for 
the  Patronttgi?  of  Juvenile  Convicts  is  applying  to 
the  government  for  the  cn-ction  of  ccnlral  pntiona 
for  iu  prot^giis  throughout  all  France,  and  that 
this  application  is  founded  on  the  most  inconteslahle, 
the  most  triumphant  re»ti1ts ;  if  the  i>]ir(-ily  cslnhUsh- 
ineDt  of  such  central  institutions  is  no  longer  doubl- 
tu\  i  it  is  tlie  more  evident  that  a  public  benefit,  if 
but  a  single  individual  sets  in  good  earnest  ulwiit 
effecting  it  in  his  own  limited  .■■plicrf,  will  .loon  fon'c 
itself  into  general  notice  aod  adoption.  Mark  this' 
well,  }'c  philanthropists ! 

On  my  way  home,  I  passed  a  factory,  n-hich  I  had 
visited  on  the  preceding  day,  and  there  a  new  idea 
darlc<I  ucrosN  my  mind.  It  was  this :  It  is  evident 
tbtD  that  a  factory  workman  in  Boiicn,  if  he  loves 
Mb  children  and  has  their  welfare  at  heart,  must 
say  to  them  :  "  Gu  and  steal  !^  Shocking  !  itnd  the ' 
tnicr  the  moi-e  shocking.  Is  it  not  a*  if  man  is 
forced  to  show  his  neighbour  by  deeds  that  he  has 
it  in  his  power  to  do  him  an  injury  before  thut 
neighbour  will  give  himsdf  any  concern  atxiut  him? 
In  Houcn,  there  tire  thouwmds  of  children  of  work- 
ing people  who  are  turned  adrift  in  the  »  orld  with- 
out any  instruction,  who  share  hunger  and  cold 
witli  their  jwrenls,  whose  Ikodies  and  umU  an  alike 
ruined  by  the  most  unnatural  toil  from  thmr  earliest 
youth.  Not  a  creature  cares  about  them.  Not 
(ill  the  moment  that  they  become  criiiiiiuds  docs 
the  community  deem  Uiem  worthy  uf  notice,  and 
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tlicn  in  general  only  to  mibjecl  them  to  the  rigour 
of  the  law,  but  lien  in  liou«ii — thsoks  to  the  in- 
lerfereiice  of  the  humane — to  treat  tlteni  kindly, 
to  iuitruct  ibem,  to  give  thcin  x  trade,  mm)  to  )>ru- 
vidfi  Tor  th«ir  futuro  wdfkre.  In  FraDcSt  ]K>t>  niajr 
rrn)UGi)il)'  iMJnr  of  ptrsoitB  who  commit  some  peltr 
oflvncv,  t)iat  tlicy  may  find  io  priion  a  pfoteciion 
from  cold  aud  hunger ;  aiitl  if  there  thould  really  be 
erected  all  ovvr  the  (.'ouotry  in»lJlutK)DS  Tor  the 
)>u)>i)orl  ami  instruction  of  juvenUe  criminaU,  it 
would  be  very  extraordinary  if,  by  and  by,  fathers 
did  not  My  to  their  children ;  "  I  love  you,  and, 
Iicc-uiim:  I  love  you,  I  df»ire  you  to  Meal  .'* 

So  long  as  the  COBiiuunity  docs  not  atluck  (he 
root,  of  tlie  evil,  su  long  a»  it  doe«  not  strive,  instead 
i>f  healiiijj  external  ulcers,  to  purify  Uw  ^uicc«  uf 
the  body,  Mi  long  will  it  be  afl«:t«l  by  local  com- 
plaint of  tliat  kiml.  Bui  from  the  day  that  society, 
instead  of  providiDg  for  juvenile  olTcndcrs  shall  take 
under  il§  pi-oleciiun  the  juvenile  non-ofTendcrs,  wbo 
hav<-  the  uii-ifDrtutie  to  l>e  marked  by  the  stamp  of 
its  wrath  as  future  {lupiU  of  criminal  schot^s,  ^lall 
intlruct  lh«m,  keep  tiiem  to  work,  and  provide  for 
their  future  welfare,  from  that  lUy  criminal  tchools 
mubt  be  superfluous.  And  *'  to  this  complexioo 
inu»t  it  come  at  laDt/'-^'llte  Sphinx  !  the  Sphinx  ! 


SPIEIT  OF  THE  PEOPLE. 


f7S 


CHAPTER  XXX. 


spirit  «f  ibc  P«apl«  of  ftoWD— Antiqiiil;  of  lh«  Cily— PiMj  of 

iu  Ancitnt  lah&bilftntc — Society  for  bnildiug  ancl  RDiHhing 

Churche*— Ft«t'!tniiy  of  the  Immaculate  Coutoption— Ltgsnd 

of  ui  AilolCcroui  Cinon — Ptiica  hr  ComfMHinat  »ii  tbn  Ini- 

tnacuUla  CoiiM-pliu" — 'l'h<i   Prxilcge  d  St.   Romtin — Right 

.  Mfumiid  by  tbu  Clergy  to  MV«  oat  c&|>it*1  C^iK^ct  umy  jrar 

'  — Cofrmonii""  ohpM^ru'd  on  iho  (i«««on— PopuUf  Alninnaci — 

'Ia  Biblioth*na«  blBOp^Th*  I^ib™*  C«t»chi«m— Oil*chi«ni  of 

HirrinKMhlc  OirU— OoDcrel  ChknclcT  of  th«  PeopW  in  wu) 


A  iiousK,  Tutir  walU,  K  (lo<>r,  twoor  three  wiiiilown 
and  n  roof^n  slrn;!,  n  doiiblu  row  of  Imhik-*— 
neither  more  nor  leu.  And  yet,  only  cast  your 
eye«  on  these  stone  and  wooden  coRiDsof  the  living, 
(Hily  ktroU  through  a  ureet,  and  you  knuw,  or  can 
It  Iciwt  guos,  of  what  9|)irit  ihc  inmates  are  the  off* 
spnng.  If  RoLieii  reminds  u»  of  the  old  (n-rman 
imperial  cities,  this  resetnhlaDcc  iit  not  mcrvly  ex- 
ternal ;  the  people,  who  dwell  and  still  dwell  in  those 
hoinea,  who  traverse  those  streelf,  are  much  alike  in 
ImUi.  The  spirit  of  commercL'i*  ihatof  a  frcvim|}0- 
rialcity,  whicli,a(^i.T  the  la )i»v  of  n^es.  cannot  forget 
th^  it  once  belonged  to  the  great  German  Haoaa ; 
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that  of  Colt^tic,  for  insttincc,  wliich  a  few  yean 
siiicn;  cKcrtvd  ioeir  (o  Uic  utctost  lo  prevent  tlic  loM 
of  its  right  of  sta|»Ic.  The  ciliKeu  of  Rouea  if  a 
bofi-vivant  too,  though  the  Frenchnuo  id  geDeral 
u  no  match  in  this  respect  for  a  burg;iter  of  Frank- 
furt, Munich,  or  Vienna.  A  dinner  in  Roiirn  tK  « 
reul  uHuir  uf  kIuic  ;  iukI  (Iktc  is  in  that  city  a  regular 
cruniuiing  xenson,  during  which  all  the  go»p8  of 
both  »cxc»  give  invitatioiu  to  one  another.  Thirty 
dishes  for  eight  or  ten  penuns,  and  twenty-four  fat 
dessert,  are  a  mere  bagatelle. 

Colugnr  wa»  formtriy  cdled  *'ihc  Holy  City," 
and  Rouen,  "  la  Villc  dc  la  Vkrge."     In  Cologne, 

I'tfaere  were  as  many  diurcJiea  as  days  in  the  year; 
in  Rouen,  juxt  ont  liuiidn-d  yvors  ago,  there  were 
sixty-one  churdies  and  chapvla,  and  forty-eight 
convents  of  monks  and  nuns.  The  inhabilAntB  of 
Ituuen,  like  theNorniaDs  ingeiKral,  were  extremely 
pious.      We  Bm)  in   their   history  at  evi-ry  strp 

itracc»  of  their  uithulic  sentiments. 

In  tlic  middle  of  tlie  twelfth  century,  an  aMooa- 
tioa  was  formed  at  Chnrtrcs  for  buildiDg  new 
churches,  and  completing  such  as  were  bc^n;  and 
this  masonic  fraternity  found  in  Nonnandj  a  more 
cordial  rc«potue  titan  any  wlwre  else.  In  all 
ilie  towns  and  in  every  village  it  met  with  witling 
helpiit^tes.  Men  a\A  women  joined  it,  confessed 
and  communicated,  forgave  ilieir  enemies  and  a>ked 
their  forgivcne^K,  bcforetliey  were  admitted  into  the 
society.  The  superior  of  the  brotheritmxl  gave 
directions  where  they  were  to  work  and  what  they 
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were  to  do.  Accordingly,  grem  and  s:nall,  rich  and 
pocw,  male  and  fomnU-,  hnriiwwwl  ihcniJO^IvcK  to  the 
cars,  and,  singing  Iiymns,  and  rcgnrdlws  of  storms 
and  weather,  drew  them,  laden  with  stones  and 
timber,  with  which  the  maaonti  and  carpentera 
erected  goihic  chiirehes,  the  ofTsjiring  and  wiitnessca 
of  thai  ciilhusinKin,  tht;  tomhsioncp  of  CnlhtJicism. 
The  archbishop  gave  his  blessing  to  sU  who  j<nncd 
the  fraicrniiy,  and  the  people  told  of  miracles 
which  attested  the  jxiwer  of  this  benediction,  The 
people,  the  great  mass,  were  still  stanch  believers; 
but  the  more  knowing,  the  masumt,  the  masters, 
guessed  already  what  whs  to  happen.  And  tlicy 
chtM-lled  tbeir  doubts  upon  the  cathedra]  itself,  in 
ihoK  bold  figures  which  we  meet  with  in  almost  all 
gothk  churches,  and  which  saliritted  the  diii&olute 
lim  of  the  monks  and  nuns. 

This  enthusiasm  was  the  last  flickering  of  the 
flame  which  bud  once  given  light  to  the  world,  aud 
it  did  not  Itul  long  enough  to  finish  the  greater 
number  at  least  of  the  larger  edifices,  such  aa  the 
cathedral  of  Cologne,  and  the  church  of  St.  Ouen 
at  HouL-n.  But  when  the  work  was  completed,  or 
only  half  complete*),  the  people  st(x>d  in  wonder 
before  the  gigantic  rtructnrc*  which  they  bad  seen 
rising  from  the  earth  as  if  by  nuigic,  which  they  luid 
themselves  asasted  to  build.  And  next  day,  no 
lunger  cumpreherding  the  power  which  had  created 
thene  edifiivs,  ihey  related  that  the  devil  had  built 
Notre  Dame  in  Parut  and  the  cailiedrul  of  C'olc^e. 

TIk  completion  of  ihc  bulf  linisbn]  gochiccatlic- 
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dials  has  ofien  t)een  under  discussion.  And  if  thiB 
were  siiU  powblv,  ii  would  be  a  crimv  iigaiosi  the 
Mpiril  of  tiisiory,  wliich  speaks  out  so  pLuuly  in 
them  in  t)ii-ir  pment  state.  They  were  a  ruin 
before  ihey  were  finished,  because  the  Bpiril  which 
had  created  or  imagined  them  waadead,  before  they 
could  be  completed. 

Another  fraternity  in  Htnien,  which  had  hninchei 
at  Caen  und  many  other  pluces  in  Nora»ii)(ly,  wu 
that  of  the  Iiuniacolnte  Conception  of  the  Virgin 
Mary.  The  people  of  Uouen  have  done  a  great  deal 
to  gain  for  their  city  the  niinH-  of  "  Ville  de  lu  SaiiUe 
VtLTge."  Her  image  once  stood  at  itie  comer  of 
every  street,  on  the  outeide  of  cvrry  house;  and 
many  of  these  images  have  survived  lla-  Hevolution, 
which,  upon  the  wliolc,  was  nnich  less  severe  in  its 
persecution  of  aueh  figures  than  the  Reformation. 
'I'he  fraternity  of  the  Immaculate  Conception  was 
really  a  society  for  the  propagation  of  the  wursliip 
of  the  Virgin  Mary ;  and  uich  was  its  success  in 
Normandy  that  li<rr  festival  i>oon  went  by  tio  other 
name  than  "  In  ttuj  aiix  Nomiands." 

How  this  fraternity  orii^naied  it  is  impo«^ble  to 
say,  unleeslikeme  you  give  implicit  credit  to  popular 
tradition.  But  in  tliis  case  that  authority  is  not 
consistent.  Some  aHM-rt  that  William  the  Con- 
queror sent  an  nbbol  Helfin  to  Di-iimark,  and  that 
he,  having  in  a  storm  offered  up  a  prayer  on  the 
immaculate  conception  to  tlie  mother  of  God,  was 
saved  by  the  Virgin,  and  instituted  the  fraternity 
in  honour  of  her.     Others  maintain  ttwt  a  nameleas 
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^■pion  of  Iluiicn  wsg  its  founder.  Thv  history, 
at  ]^vcD  in  the  Ltgende  dorre  (edit.  1531)  is  a» 
follows : — 

Tile  pious  canon  prayed  often  and  fervently  to 
the  Virgin  Mury.  Hut  ihe  gotxl  man  was  of  flct>h 
and  blood,  and  ko  the  devil  once  played  Itini  and 
his  patroness  a  ».-urvy  trick.  He  kindlet)  n  flame 
in  hi$  bosom,  nhich  made  him  forget,  on  the  other 
tide  of  the  Seine,  both  the  canon  and  Mary,  and 
tl>e  immaculate  eonoepiiou.  and  drove  him  into  the 
bed  of  the  haiid.iome  wife  of  a  peasant.  The  mali- 
cious fiend  watitodoubt  highly  delighted.  Having 
come  to  the  Seitiv,  on  hu  way  tiack  to  Rouen,  the 
adulterer  got  into  a  boat ;  (here  he  again  K-came 
the  pious  canon,  and  began  praying  his  Uoric  to  the 
Virgin,  ilut  the  devil  was  impatient  locarry  home 
his  plump,  goodly  prey  ;  ao,  as  the  reverentl  man 
was  pmnouncing  ilie  words,  "  Ave  Marin,  gratia 
plena,"  he  capsized  the  boat,  and  hastened  witli 
the  soul  of  the  sinner  thcshorte*l  way  to  bell,  where 
he  had  to  sulTer  three  days  for  his  peccadillo.  On 
the  fourth,  the  Virgin  Mary  took  pity  on  him,  and 
summoned  the  devil  )K-fore  her.  The  chronicle 
must  have  had  a  shorthand -writer  at  (he  examina- 
tion, for  the  questions  ami  answers  arc  given 
verbatim. 

Mary.  Why  dost  thou  thus  unjustly  afflict  tlic 
soul  of  our  servant  ? 

We  ought  to  have  Jl,  replied  the  spirit  of  dark- 
ness, became  it  was  caught  doing  our  works. 

Mary.  If  the  soul  of  this  canon  ought  tu  belong 
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to  the  one  whose  works  it  wm  dcMflg,  then  it  ought 
to  bo  our**,  fvT  it  wn>  rvciUng  our  inatini  when  ye 
seized  it,  «n<l  ye  am  ibe  more  guilty  for  hnving 
acted  towards  us  with  so  little  considcrution. 

Now,  it  seems  to  nte — and  I  have  studied  the 
law — that,  according  to  all  the  principles  of  juris, 
prudence,  the  diMril  was  in  legitimate  possesnon; 
but  even  in  tlic  other  world  it  Is  {lerhapa  diiScuIt 
to  enforce  otK*s  riglit  against  queens.  Be  this  ■«  it 
may,  the  devil  wan  friglitened  out  of  his  wits,  aiid 
aoampered  olT.  The  Virgin  Mary  then  look  the 
Roul  of  the  canon  un  her  arm,  nnd  carried  it  back 
to  iis  body ;  whereupon  ihc  Seine,  in  which  the 
corpse  still  lay,  paned,  and  thus  tlie  canoe  was 
enabled  to  walk  dry-shod  to  the  bank.  On  reach- 
ing it,  h)»  reverence  made  itiv  following  speech  to 
Mary ;  whidi,  as  it  wouhl  lose  miidi  in  Iraiisjatioo, 
I  give  in  the  origiiwl  words ;  **  Ma  trcs  chore  Daow, 
Vi^rgc  toute  belle,  mire  tres  agnfaUo  de  Jesus, 
mon  divin  Maitre,  que  ?ous  rendrois-je  pour  lea 
bieiifuits  in^-fla^abte*  dont  voti.t  venex  de  uie  com- 
blcr  'f  Vous  ni'nvcz  dclivre  dv  la  guculc  du  Lion, 
et  mon  an>e  de  tounuena  tres  cruds  de  Petifer.* 
Tlie  Virgin  replied :  '■  Jc  vous  prie  de  ne  pas  lom- 
Ikt  ilon^navaiit  dans  le  pL-chti  d'adnlt^re,  de  |)eur 
que  voire  derniercfin  soil  pire  que  la  premiere.  Jc 
Tous  pric  encore  que  dans  la  suite  vous  «5l«R>rv2  la 
fete  de  ma  conception  Ic  8  Decembre  et  que  vous 
la  fassiez  t^li^irer  parlont.  Amen  ! "  From  that 
time  llie  canon  tunti-d  hi-nnil,  bihI  was  the  first  and 
inu»t  u-«lous  propngaior  of  the  festival  of  the  im- 
maculate conception. 
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Pious  8«  wtre  ihe  broihers  and  atien  of  tliis 
wcieiy,  they  built  no  ciilliitlrals.  'I1)o»c  days  wcr« 
pa«l.  On  the  conmry,  the  frntcmily  wiut  turned,  in 
honour  of  the  immaculate  conception,  into  a  sort  of 
acadciQy,  which  awarded  annual  prizes  fur  thoic  wlio 
had  beat  Htiiig,  dc-tcrihed,  or  dixiouriied  on  the  event. 
During  the  I'lih  cvnUiry. a  prixc,  constating  of  a  palm, 
vraa  first  ufTcrcd  for  t)io  best  poem.  Towards  tlie 
close  of  llic  same  century,  (14J)3)  a  second  priie— 
A  hat  wreathed  with  laurel — was  added.  At  u  later 
period,  the  best  ballad  gaioetl  a  gold  rose,  the  best 
ode  a  silver  looking  glass,  the  best  sonnet  a  gold 
ring,  and  the  best  cpigrain  u  laurel  wn.-itlh-  Lastly, 
a  Monsieur  Jean  Baptiste  Boisin,  Seigneur  du  Bon- 
oetot  et  Conseiller  du  Hoi,  et  premier  prt^sident 
de  la  cour  den  coitiptr.s  aideit  el  finances,  assigned  a 
gold  cross  for  the  liest  French  discourw;,  that  should  \ 
last  not  less  than  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  treating  of  ^ 
the  immaculate  conception.  Nothing  was  to  be  in- 
troduced into  it  from  fables  or  [xictry,  and  the  proofs 
of  the  clrcumslance  were  to  be  derived  only  from  the 
btbl'.%  ecclesiaRttca)  history)  wid  natural  history.  I 
took  a  good  deal  of  pains  in  searching  for  such  s 
fipevch,  as  I  should  like  to  see  the  natural  history 
eridences ;  but  my  trouble  was  thrown  away. 

I  have  raid  droll  poems  on  this  subject,  which, 
if  they  were  to  be  printed  now-a-days  in  Rome,'' 
would  be  regarded  as  at  least  high  treason  against 
the  \'irgin  Mary,  and  punished  as  such  by  the 
Christian  judges  of  the  popistti  capital.  The  devil 
of  irony  peeps  out  of  every  line  of  iheu). 
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The  people  of  Houen,  Iwwcvct,  took  «ll  tlmt  w» 
■aid  for  pure  csime*l;  and  wlicn,  in  1SS8,  one  r'tcm 
Burrue  inndc  himictf  merry  about  the  simplicity  of 
t)ie  good  folk,  iWy  irer^  furious,  seized  ihe  delin* 
qticiit,  accused  liim  o(  Llwphcmv  agaioAi  the  im- 
mncuUtc  conception  of  the  Virgin  Moilivr,  ami 
bumed  him  without  tncrcy  after  a  tlwrt  trial. 

The  clergy  of  Ilouen  saved  many  oilier  culprits 
by  the  privtl^e  of  St.  Komain,  also  called  the  pri- 
vilige  de  la  fxerti,  TtiU  archbislnip,  whoae  hi^ 
tory  swumis  with  mirackt.  woit  forth  to  i-ncuunIM' 
a  dragon,  which  was  making  great  luivoc  in  the  en- 
virons of  Kouen,  and,  as  he  could  iwt  find  a  print 
to  accompany  him,  he  took  for  his  attendant  a  mur- 
derer under  sentence  of  death.  This  man  strangled 
the  formidable  monster  with  the  iMshop's  stoic.  In 
Gommemuralion  of  this  miracle,  ai>d  of  the  aid  re- 
ceived by  the  saint  from  tlie  criminal,  (lie  clergy  as- 
sunu-cl  the  right  of  saving  every  year  a,  delinquent, 
witl)  (he  exception  of  persons  guilty  of  high  treason, 
whom  not  even  a  niirocle  could  deliver. 

A  Hhorl  liitic  Ivefore  Aiceniion  Day,  lliree  canons 
<^  the  chapter  went  to  llic  [>rison«,  hcan)  the  con- 
fessions of  all  the  prisoners,  and  wrote  them  down. 
On  Ascension  Day,  tbcy  again  repaired  to  the 
prisiHiv,  ii>  aee  wbdher  any  fre&h  prisoners  had  ar- 
rived, and  tlii-n  went  to  tlie  asacinbled  chapter  to 
read  their  reports,  after  the  chapter  liud  wing  I'rai 
creator  s/tiritus;  whereupon,  it  proceeded  to  tlie 
choice  of  the  criminal  who  wa*  to  be  pardoned.  The 
chapbin  of  the  fraternity  of  St.  Jlomain  carried  the 
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nune  of  the  favoured  culprit  to  the  parliament, 
which,  afior  a  6»lenin  inuncal  mas:*,  opened  the 
{>nprr  containiit^  tin-  numc,  nnd  hnd  il  riwl  to  ihem. 
^  They  tlieii  wnii  tlirouffh  the  procpcdinps  ufreah, 
H  condemned  him,  nnd  informed  him  of  his  pardon. 
He  was  notvdehvered  up  to  the  chaplain  of  ihcfrn. 

■  ttfniity,  wlio,  accompanied  by  the  councillors  and  the 
civic  guard,  led  liiai  uwav,  removed  the  chain  from 
his  legs  in  the  Ktrcn,  and  piit  ii  into  hi»  hand,  oAer 
which  he  went  with  him  to  St.  Ilomuin'*  chapel. 
The  petqile  asscmUcd  for  the  procession  went 
thither  too. 

Meanwhile,  tidings  of  ilie  confirmation  of  the 
pardon  were  curried  to  the  chnplcr.  The  belU  of 
the  cathedral  proclaimed  (his  cunftrmaiion,  on  which 
tlw  church  wn^  opened,  and  in  presence  of  the  oon- 
grcgalion  the  written  confeiisions  of  all  the  prisoners, 
excepting  that  of  the  pardoned  criminal,  were  so- 
lemnly hurned.  The  (»3iifcMAion  of  the  latter  wo* 
delivcnil  to  him.  All  the  relics  in  the  city  were 
collected,  and,  headed  by  those  of  iii.  Homain.  borne 
before  the  chapter,  which  went  in  solemn  procmnion, 
preceded  hy  the  an-hbiehop,  to  (he  chapel  of  (he 
twinU  Here  the  archbiNlio))  addfVJKxi  a  diM»>urse 
to  the  pardoned  man,  and,  after  tus  had  recited  hit 
eonfiteor,  laid  his  hands  on  his  head,  and  granted  him 
alvsolution.  He  was  titen  conducted  to  the  slinne 
containing  (Ite  relics  c»f  St.  Komain,  which  he  had 
to  lift  up  thrice,  on  which,  cmwncd  wi(h  l)uwers,and 
followed  by  the  clergy  and  the  inuUitudc,  he  carried 
it  lo  the  principal  diureh.   ilvn  mass  was  read,  oitd 
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the  whole  assembly  i^ea  rc'tuni«cl  ta  th«  clinpcl 
St.  ItumaiD,  wbcre  mass  wa«  again  n-ad,  at>d  where 
a  jiriest  held  a  discourse  to  ihc  people  concerning 
thr  criminal,  hi.i  crimt-,  hU  penitence,  and  hiiipardua. 
After  this  address,  (he  priest,  in  uAen  uf  reconci- 
luiUoo,  handed  a  goblet  of  viae  to  the  pardoned 
Dian,  utto  drank  u  oS*,  and  finally  went  with  the 
master  of  the  fraternity  of  Sl  Romain  to  his  huiue^ 
where  he  supped  and  slept.  Next  day,  he  weot 
once  more  to  the  principal  church,  heard  niaaa  la 
presence  of  the  aKscnibltd  chapter,  and  confesaed,  oo 
which  an  ecclesiaaiic  addressed  another  dlacourae  to 
him,  and  he  was  furmally  dismiwied. 

It  is  refreshing  to  meet  the  cicrg)'  in  such  n  career, 
and  the  more  so  as  they  have  heen  oftener  actuated 
by  revtnge  than  mercy.  I  haie  described  thia  oer^ 
mony  circunixtaniially,  that  the  rt'sder  may  compare 
it  with  the  auto^it-fc's  of  Sjiain,  and  aal  himself, 
whcllicr  those  flames,  those  shrieks,  and  thow 
moans  of  (he  rictitns  can  produce  a  more  powerful, 
or  rather  a  more  moml,  eSect  upon  the  people  than 
tl>e  touching  sceue  where  a  prii-st  luosea  (he  cluun* 
of  a  prisoni^,  where  he  presenta  him  to  the  mulu- 
tude  as  a  victim  rescued  by  religion,  and,  with  the 
word  pardon  in  tlie  mouth  of  the  ptvple,  exhorts  to 
penitence,  to  amendment. 

The  whole  ceremony,  moreover,  is  chanieteiistic 
of  Normandy,  as  the  auto-da-fe  of  Spain.  In  Nor- 
nundy,  too,  victims  uf  reli^ous  fanaiicism  hare 
fallen  in  times  of  excitemeni,  when  the  (ir»t  ideas  of 
reform  began  to  be  developedi  witcn  the  quirrtls 
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between  th«  Calvinists  and  Catliolics  led  to  civil 
war;  but  never  could  the  Inquisition  strike  perma- 
nent root  in  a  soil  in  which  the  tree  of  liberty  stood 
more  firmly  than  slmost  any  where  else.  For  this 
rcuMHi,  the  cliT^y  sought  uiul  found  a  tliflerenl  sphere 
of  action,  and  went  forth  in  procession,  not  to  auto- 
da-f^H,  but  to  pardon  a  condemned  criminal ;  and 
hence  they  held  a  festival  of  mercyt  not  of  blood. 

The  faith  of  the  Normnns  was  always  mixed  up 
with  a  strong  dose  of  superstition.  You  need  but 
turn  over  the  law  journals  of  France  for  a  single 
week,  and  you  will  be  sure  to  meet  with  some  Nor- 
man irial  for  witchcraft,  which,  indewl,  does  not  ter- 
minate in  the  burning  of  the  witches  or  wizards  but 
only  in  their  committal  to  prison  as  swindlers. 

It  is  in  the  country  that  superstition  more  espe- 
ciatly  jirevails.  The  principal,  nay,  frequently  the 
only  btioks  possessed  by  a  ])eaitant,  are  a  prayer 
book  and  an  ahnanac.  These  almanacs  are  of  es 
xvntial  utility  to  enable  one  to  form  a  correct  judg- 
ment of  the  people,  l)ecause  they  are  written  in  their 
spirit,  and  correspond  with  their  want>4  and  circum- 
*innce*,  A  few  extractii  from  the  '*  Almanach  de 
Tan  1835,"  printn)  in  Rouen,  will  therefore  not  be 
uninteresting.  It  contains  rccipci  and  saying*  for 
every  thing.     It  predicts  th«  events  of  the  yw : — 

D*  St.  PtuI  U  cklre  joarn^B 
Nout  iljnuti'  uiin  boiios  tnn4o; 
8'il  tut  <r«nt  Don*  >arant  la  i^ttm 
S''t  (MlKc  oo  plml  vhvnt  <ar  U  lerre; 
91  I'on  voit  [i»t  t^tm  !»■  brouilltril* 
HoMallU  de  tootn  p*rti. 
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It  then  givM  a  "  Prngnosircatioo  perpetoeltsT 
co(npo»ix-  luir  l«s  aacictis  pliilosophes,  conuoe  Pjr* 
tha^ras,  Joseph  le  JuBle,  «t  plusieurs  autnts," 
Bbowing,  according  as  th«  fim  day  of  the  y<«r  ia 
Suuday,  Moixlay,  Stc.  wbclltcr  ihc  year  will  be 
pru!t[)en)us,  rich,  poor,  warm,  wbdht-r  there  will  be 
war  or  peace,  and  what  not. 

Tl)c  ahtianac  is  the  doctor  of  the  people  t— 

Si  ta  bla  tli«r  ia  too  bru 
Dn  Mog  to  jour  d*  HittblM, 
U  Mn  nM  uot  I'aaato 
Suii  U*r*  t*  tiandnt  mMi 
Jaiqu'aa  rMotu  dc  Vma  prochaui. 

And  again : — 

LajourdaSt.  Onirad*  Ton  m  hit  dott 

Fiire  uigD«r  ka  bnu  droit, 

Cctal  que  kinu  (tit* 

Celt*  tuBiv  In  }««k  elur*  wnm. 

But,  in  sjiitc  of  his  superstition  and  of  hia  bdlcf 
in  the  orttclcs  of  dice  and  chance,  the  Norman  con- 
tinues to  be  upon  the  whole  a  tolerably  practical 
roan,  and  usually  retains  a  pretty  good  sliare  of  what 
the  French  call  bon  tens,  and  we  coniinoii  scnec. 
This  llic  almanac  attests  in  two  or  three  >[K'cimGn&. 

L«*Br  ft  tiiK),  diaer  ft  ntof. 
Soupor  ft  dnq.  concluir  ft  aeat, 
r*it«*  litre  d'ltti  Danutw-iwol 

Ua  aealA'ua*  hmre  •sahMcat, 
Ptia  d'no  Jour,  oImcui  blon  pctUa, 
Chair  d'ua  aa.  poiiaaa*  da  iljx. 
Cola  bit  Tivra  loDKaunou. 
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Qai  ft  bon  lit,  dodtni  n*  dart. 
Qui  A  hitn  paiii«  (tei1u>*  n«  moril. 
Qui  ■  clu  bien,  n'ea  proud  confort, 
Aatuit  vftodra-t-U  qu'il  fat  mort. 

This  practical  senile,  combined  wiih  the  benevo-j 
lcnci>  jut'iiliar  to  tlit'  NormaDS)  though  frwiuvnily  I 
tlisgiiisrd  beneath  a  repulsive  coldness  of  manner,  I] 
have  again  met  with  in  a  song  sunj^  by  (be  little 
children  in  the  streets  of  Rouvii,  whilv  at  phty,  to 
this  effect : — 

St.  Pierr*.  8t,  Simon, 
GuiIrx  ontit  iDKiiDii : 
S'll  J  vitDt  un  p^ajn, 
Baillei  li  [lui]  I'lumona; 
S'll  y  Tient  on  polerin, 
Bkillax  li  <l*  iiiitru  <la; 
S'll  y  TJcnt  an  IxrroD 
BftUiei  li  <lu  loan]  bttoe. 
Pi  pi — i—  i — i — i — L 

In  the  tuwtK,  the  sbove-ii>«ntioncd  almanAcs  have 
ceased  to  poaseBS  any  exclusive  authurity ;  Mill 
Uiere  are  people  eiioiij^h  there  who  never  give  a 
treat  or  take  an  excursion  till  ihcy  have  consulted 
an  oracle  of  this  kind ;  and  they  frequently  do  the 
Mime  on  occasion  of  more  important  mattorN.  Upon 
the  whole,  iwjwever,  their  inlliience  is  on  ihe  de- 
cline: th«  hawkers  cry  them  in  the  streets  as  al- 
manachs  merveUkttx,  almanacks  molfux,  &c.  Of 
Ute  years,  too,  the  patriotic  nlmanoes,  the  Napo< 
leonic  and  republican,  have  gained  (he  ascendency 
in  the  lownx,  and  found  at  least  partial  encourage- 
ment in  the  country,  so  that  tlicy  thrculca  in  time 
wlioUy  to  supersede  (he  old  ones. 
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Th«  Norman  towiw,  unci  indeed  ihe  provinci«1 
towns  in  general,  ha\'e  of  late  becon>c  more  and 
more  French.  French  lefity,  gallantry,  ocx{uetry, 
have  gained  a  firmer  footing  in  Rouen  itself.  I 
sliall  adduce  evidence  to  this  jxniit  attio  from  ibe 
pof>ular  literature.  Then  were  published  at  Rouen, 
at  till'  licginning  of  this  century,  a  great  number  of 
popular  books,  callexl  by  iht;  editor,  M.  Labbey, 
La  Itibliolfii^ie  bltv^.  One  of  these  books  was 
entitled  "Cntcchitmus  dcs  AmnntJt,  par  deraaiidea 
et  rcponscs,  ou  sont  enseign^es  )cs  ptincipaln 
maximea  de  I'antour  et  le  devoir  d'un  veritable 
amant."  In  the  first  of  these  dialogues  we  find 
the  following  : — 

She.  Are  you  a  lover  ? 

He.  Yes,  by  the  favour  of  Cupid. 

^A*.  Wluit  is  a  lover  P 

He.  A  lover  is  a  person  who,  aAer  he  has  made 
a  sincere  and  true  declaration,  seeks  to  make  him- 
self be  loved  by  her  whom  he  love*. 

SECOKD  DIALOCUK. 

SJte-  What  are  the  signs  of  a  true  lover? 

He.  Atiention,  asaduity,  siocetity,  punctuality, 
and  billeta-duux. 

She.  What  is  sincorily  ? 

He.  A  strict  accordance  between  what  we  My 
and  what  we  me«n. 

She.  What  do  you  understand  by  the  word 
billets-doux  ? 

He.  A  little  compliment  in  writing  whidi  we 
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send  to  otir  nitslrrs^  when  we  cannot  find  an  up- 
porliinity  of  wDvcrnng  with  her,  Stc. 


FOtlUTII  DIALOGUE. 

Sfie.  At  wlwt  nge  may  one  U'gin  lo  love  ? 
He.  Boys  nt  14,  and  g^rls  at  IS,  according  as 
lliey  are  fomard  for  their  age,  &c. 

riFTH  DIALOODB. 

She.  How  many  kinds  of  happincts  an  there  in 
lovcp 

JJe.  Seven. 

She.  What  are  they? 

He.  1.  Happy  iire  the  lovers  who  truly  love,  fur 
he  doen  not  fi-el  the  joys  uf  love  who  t«  but  niodc- 
raicly  )wnetrated  with  Jt. 

&,  Happy  arc  the  lovers  who  arc  strong  and 
hearty,  lor  they  are  loved  the  longer  and  the  more 
bi^ly  esteemed. 

3.  Happy  are  the  lovcru  w)k)  arc  fond  of  laugh- 
ing, for  in  love  there  arc  too  frcqtK-nt  oeeasJons 
for  grief,  withotil  nocding  lo  be  ill-humoured  be- 
sides. 

4.  Happy  are  (he  lovers  who  have  ttprit,  fur 
they  enjoy  plcasiircs  which  the  silly  do  not  feel. 

6.  Happy  are  the  luvcri  w)u>  have  |katii-iit:e,  for 
it  is  very  difficuU  to  liitd  u  nii»trv»  who  grants  iii 
ihe  first  moment  wliat  the  lover  desires. 

6.  Ha|>py  are  the  lovers  who  are  rich,  for  love  is 
prodigal  of  money. 

7.  Hai>f)y  are  the  lovers   who  haie   no  riritU, 
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for  ll)«y  have  the  favour  of  thmr  buMrsms 

To  judge  from  ihi*  itpecinten  of  tlie  popular 
riteraturo,  wc  must  confiiw  Uiat  tlic  [)«o]>Ic  of 
Itoueu  liav«  gradually  bcoonui  Fr»tcl>iR(Kl  pnotigb. 

AnoUier  of  (htiiie  ImoIcs  is  called,  *'  Catechinnus 
dcs  gnindw  fillus  pour  cire  manfioi,  enttnnble  m»- 
licrc  d'altircr  Ics  amaDts."  I  subjoin  on  extract 
from  this. 

Quntiwt.  What  is  the  sacrament  that  is  most 
necessary  for  great  girls  ? 

Jiiswcr.  Marriage. 

Q.  At  what  age  ought  tlie  handtome  to  be 
married  ? 

A.  In  general  at  16  or  18. 

Q.  Why  at  that  age  F 

A.  For  rear  r  niinhnp  might  IkToI  their  honuur. 

Q.  But  at  what  age  ought  those  who  arc  cot 
haiiilsome  to  he  married  ? 

J.  The  moment  a  young  man  asks  for  them, 
they  ought  not  lo  Irt  »ltp  a  good  opportunity,  &c 

la  this  catechi«n  there  U  a  very  preliy  litany, 
which  might  be  recommended  to  the  fair  sex  in 
other  CathiJic  countries. 

Kyrie,  I  dcwrc 

Christe,  to  be  married. 

Kyric,  I  pray  all  the  uints 

Christe,  that  it  n»ny  lnk«  place  to-morrow. 

St.  Mary,  every  body  i»  gi'tting  marrkt), 

St.  Joseph,  what  hikve  I  dune  i 

St.  Nicholas,  forget  me  not. 
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St.  Mcdicis,  O  that  I  had  a  good  huaband  I 
St.  Mattliias,  that  he  might  fear  God, 
St.  Joiin,  tlinl  l)c  mig^ht  lore  me  dearly, 
Sl  Francis,  that  he  inight  be  true  to  me, 
St.  Aodrew,  that  he  might  be  to  iny  tostr, 
St.  IKdier,  that  lio  might  be  iiiduxtriou*, 
St.  Honon^  that  he  might  not  be  a  ganiblcr, 
Si.  Scverin,  that  he  might  not  be  b  drunkard, 
St.  Clement,  that  he  might  be  hard-working, 
St.  Nictu«c,  lltut  h«  might  be  kind  to  n)i:, 
St.  Jesse,  that  lie  migiit  give  me  a  carriage, 
St.  Donifaee,  that  my  marriage  might  take  place 
St.  Augustiit,  lo-iiiorrow  morning. 
Prayer.  O  Lord,  who  madest  Adam  of  the  dusfeJ 
and  gave^i  Eve  to  tiim  I'or  a  htUjMimte,  nentl  m«f1 
if  it  plcoseth  thc«,  a  good  husband  for  my  help- 
male,  not  for  the  sake  of  f^inful  IubI,  hut  t»  honour 
thcc,  and  to  have  cliildren  who  may  praise  thee. 
Amen. 

Indeed,  it  is  difficult  to  say  whether  all  this  it 
irony,  or  nhat  else  it  is  intended  for.  So  mudi  is 
<-vrlain  that  there  was  a  lime  when  the  f^r  danisela 
of  Rout-n  studied  tliiit  eatcchism  much  more  dili- 
gently than  the  NaiH>li!ui>-Cfttholic.  These  books 
are  now  neitrly  out  of  Fashion,  but  you  may  s^ran 
convince  yourself  that  the  females  of  Houen  have  no 
need  of  the  catechism  cjuoted  ahuve,  that  they  are 
prepared  for  any  t>xuinin:ili"n,  and  lliat  the  preecplH 
Jnculcnted  in  it  have  been  gradually  transfused 
into  the  blood.  B«sid«8,  I  have  do  wish  to  |)lay 
into  the  hands  of  those  wlio   <rittiperat«  the  pre- 
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sent  age.  Bobert  It  magnifiqut,  in  his  time,  ini 
mention  of  mjbnt  viereiricum,  ami  uf  hid  custot 
merrtricunt  in  Rou«n.  The  thing  then  is  ancient, 
and  it  is  only  the  tract,  the  catechism,  that  is  an 
innovation. 

At  pre:^nl,  it  almmt  teems  as  if  t)ic  ladies  of 
Itouei),  nnd  indpod  the  French  in  general,  were 
Ijccoming  more  grave.  I  was  at  a  hall,  and 
ohserved  that  scaru^ly  a  lady  above  thirty  yean 
old  was  dnndng.  I  was  struck  with  this  circuni- 
fitance,  and  in  stvrct  bitterly  reproached  the  gentle- 
men, both  young  and  old.  Determined  to  make  a 
.incrifkc  and  to  ^lame  them,  I  asked  a  very  liutul- 
«>ine  woman  of  thirly>two  to  dance  ;  but  she  assured 
me  that  slie  was  obliged  to  decline  my  invitation, 
having  given  up  daitcing  liecniise  she  was  too  old. 
When  I  rxprcsfwd  n>y  surpri«e  at  this  to  a  ftiend, 
he  coolly  replied,  "  Nos  grandes  damee  Bont  des 
begueul*8,  as  an  honest  peaunt  would  *ay."  It 
would  be  diRicult  to  translate  the  word,  which 
signifies  much  tlie  some  as :  "  They  would  like  well 
but—" 

Hut  it  is  time  to  clow  the  pleadings,  and  to  sum 
Hp.  The  people  in  atul  around  Rouen,  like  most  oC 
the  Non:ii;iU8,  were  once  extremely  devoui.  Some 
of  thi-m  are  Mill  so ;  at  least,  they  have  not  lont  all 
faith  :  in  thiit  casc,  they  are  tuperalitous,  put  con. 
fidence  in  chance  and  luck,  seek  countel  from  that 
will  n  their  understanding  is  at  (ault,  poasew  nrvor-. 
thvlcis  a  due  share  of  common  sense,  heart  and 
feeling,  are  disposed  to  mirth,  and   fond   of  the 
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pleasures  of  the  table  and  the  Ixittle.  Time  has 
ojiencil  their  eyes  upon  many  points,  and  ihey  are 
griuUinlly  rehnquishing  wh»t  is  nntjquatcd,  and 
betaking  themselves  to  the  uew  patriotic  almanac. 
Tliotigh  the  gratides  dames  occasionally  act  the 
prutleand  will  nut  dunce,  yet  the  unmnrried  scarcely 
need  the  CiUcchisin  of  Love,  for  they  know  it  by 
heart,  and  teach  and  learn  the  truths  which  it  con- 
tains in  the  icole  mulucUe  of  their  elder  ustem  and 
brothers. 
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CHAPTER  XXXI. 


HUlory  ef  Raa«n  aixl  of  Komaoil;  In  g:«D«»l— AlrotitiM  of 
Ihc  FnnkiBh  Si>verBigii»— Pr«dcSDnil«  uul  BruachiU»— Mur- 
der of  I'roUiUlQ*.  uchbithop  ul  Baacn — The  CarioTio|iftn> 
— Stale  of  Iho  PeoplH  at  Ihe  time  of  Ih*  Inruton  ol  tlu  Nor- 
mani — Character  of  the  lovadcri — Dnigna  of  Loal»  d'Ontf*- 
mer  upuii  Nurnifinily — Inllacnc*  attht  Narmaii  liihtittitioa*^ 
InniirrcctioD  of  thv  IVaiatiUf— Conqimt  of  England— I aBvooM 
of  (hat  Eimt  on  Nunnaiiiljr — It*  atatv  under  the  Saocanon 
of  Wllllaro  the  Conqueror — Normandf  bcvomM  a  French  Pro- 
tIdci! — Siillilaand  Prlirilc^o*  fi^  R«B«ncooflnn«d  totlwCitj. 

In  Havre  you  need  but  took  at  the  houtcs  to  be 
convinccil  thai  the  town  lia»  no  history,  though  its 
historians  may  do  so  to  prove  the  v«rj'  revene.  In 
Rouen,  from  the  fint  niom«nt  (bat  we  begin  to 
UiRad  our  vay  through  the  narrow  strvct*,  a  con- 
trary feeling  jH'n'odca  ihe  uiind  ;  and  nt  every  xtcp 
we  are  detained  by  n  Imusc,  a  church,  a  broken 
stone  introduced  into  ibc  wall  of  a  new  building, 
vhici)  remind  un  of  other  timeii,  other  customst  and 
other  ways  of  thinking.  In  Ote  ealhedral,  we  ar« 
met  by  the  Hluidvs  of  thv  Norman  dukes  and  the 
once  powerful  archbishops  of  Uouen ;  the  Palace  of 
Justice  reminds  us  of  the  Echii|uier  of  Nonnandy, 
and  of  the  Germanic  law-inttitutioos  in  which  it 
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orifpnalcti ;  yon  fountoin  ik  llie  moDutncnt  of  the 
Puccllc,  who  here  received  the  firc-bujuism  of  her 
greatness ;  and  all  those  houses  procliiim  the  en- 
ergy and  maiiliiiess  of  the  citizens  of  Rouen,  and 
tell  how  Oil.')'  had  iIk-  spirit  to  preserve  their  inde- 
pendence, even  in  opposition  to  their  {ii-inces. 

The  IiiMory  of  Koueni  tliv  reprcscntntivc  of  tlic 
Nortoaa  bourgeoisie,  around  which  tite  history  of 
the  whole  cuunlry  revolves,  is  lost  in  the  hoary  nn- 
ticjuity  of  tradition.  The  name  of  Uothoinaguii, 
which  it  bore  in  ihc  lime  of  the  Koutaiis,  and  which 
no  doubt  souDded  barbarous  enoii|;h  lu  Kottian 
ear»,  aitents  that  before  they  were  masters  of  Gaul 
it  wo*  a  place  worth  naming.  Schulare  Hjuabble 
about  the  origin  of  this  iinnK' ;  but  the  Church  de- 
cided tliat  it  was  derived  from  the  idol  Jtolti,  and 
sang  for  above  a  thousand  years,  Edrtirpaio  Solho 
idolo,  though  it  it  now  placed  almost  beyond  doubt 
that  neither  god  nor  idol  vS  the  name  of  Kotli  i:vcr 
existed  tlierc. 

It  ia  not  till  the  time  of  the  Pranks  that  (be  an- 
nali  of  Uouen  become  more  interesting,  as  part  of 
llie  bloody  drama  in  which  Itrunchildc  and  Frede- 
gondc  were  the  princijwl  lieruinM  was  «ct«l  here. 

The  Roman  moiitinK-]>rovinceKof  Gaul,  to  which 
belonged  the  country  aftcrwunis  called  Nomiatwly, 
abook  <)ir  the  yoke  of  Itome  at  the  beginning  nf  the 
fifth  century, and  managed  till  the  oonclusion  of  the 
same  century  to  maintain  their  freedom  and  inde- 
pendence under  chiefs  of  thnr  owu  choice,  (.'lovis 
at  length  conquered  the  couatrj',  which,  under  hit 
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successors,  uitiM'SK-d  a  scries  of  crimes  in  the  fnntilj 
of  ita  rulers,  such  as  can  scarcely  be  paralleled  in 
(ho  history  of  any  nation  or  any  age.  Of  iltese 
ntrocilie*,  IJ(|Uct,  tlw  historian  of  Nurmandy,  pre- 
sents n  htdvoua  sumniBry.  "  Tlvc  history  of  this 
period,"  he  says,  "isfuU  of  murders  and  slaughter. 
If  you  would  see  one  bojllifr  strangle  another,  a 
son  M.1I1  his  father,  a  father  murder  his  son,  a  hus- 
band kill  bis  vife,  the  conqtieror  his  vanquished  foe, 
and  throw  him,  Iiis  wife,  and  Im  childn-n,  into  a 
wdl  i  a  king  of  ttiv  Franks  (Thictry)  invite  a  king 
of  the  I'huringiaDs,  (Hermanfroy)  to  a  consul  tation, 
and  hurl  liiui  from  the  top  of  his  coaile ;  a  fathit- 
ortliT  hh  «tin  to  he  burned  nlive  i  ntonks  attempt  to 
assassinate  their  bishops  in  the  night;  bishops  de- 
posed in  the  assembled  council  fur  adultery  and 
murder ;  women  resort  xomeiimcs  to  the  dagger,  at 
oiliers  to  poison,  in  order  to  rid  themselves  of  a  dis- 
graced husband  or  a  dangerous  opponent — if  you 
would  sec  afMcture  of  these  and  many  more  crintea, 
you  need  iHit  turn  over  itw  anitals  of  the  Pranks 
from  Clo>-is  to  Charlemagne.  In  reading  the  ac- 
caunls  of  these  cruelties,  enormities,  and  murders, 
you  fancy  ihst  you  arc  wading  in  Moot),  aitd  expect 
at  every  step  losltimblc  over  a  corpse." 

In  the  history  of  Rouen,  the  character  c^  this 
period  is  portrayed  to  the  life.  Chilperic,  king  of 
NeuNtria,  miirriitl  Freilegwnde,  afti-r  lie  had  caused 
liis  first  wife,  Galsuinde,  to  be  put  lo  death.  Sigc- 
1>cn,  bis  brother,  at^  husband  of  Bruneliilde,  Gal* 
■uitKleV  Hialcr,  wa*  ut;ged  by  his  wife  to  revenge  the 
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death  of  his  »«ler-in-]air ;  nn<l  nfter  h«  hud  defeated 
(lis  brother  in  battle  and  driven  him  from  place  to 
place,  ihe  latter  and  his  wife  could  devise  no  better 
way  of  saving  and  revenging  theintelvcg  ilian  assas- 
sination. Queen  Fredegonde  »umnioiied  two  uf 
her  pages  into  her  piesenet.',  and  snid  to  lliem  :  "  Go 
to  Sigebert ;  pretend  thai  ye  are  come  to  join  Inm, 
and  watch  for  an  op|>urtuiiity  to  kill  hiin.  I  will 
load  j'ou  aii<l  yoiir's  with  honours  when  you  return- 
Should  yc  perish,  I  will  distribute  abuodaace  of 
■Ima  for  you  at  the  shrines  of  the  saints,"  This 
was  eniiugh.  The  piiisoneti  diigfjir,  which  th« 
(jueeii  delivered  to  the  murderers,  pierced  Sigehcrt, 
just  at  the  moment  when  be  was  proclaimed  king 
of  Neuslria. 

Brunehilde,  after  the  death  of  her  husband,  was 
banished  to  Rouen.  Here  Chilpcric's  son  saw  his 
aunt,  fell  in  love  with  her,  and  they  were  married  by 
PreiGxtatua,  bishop  of  Kouen.  The  revenge  of 
Fre«legiitide  and  Chil]>eric  overtook  tlwm.  Both 
hastciied  to  Koueii,  enticed  sisler-in-law  and  son 
outof  the  church  in  which  they  had  taken  sanctuary, 
caused  the  latter  to  \m  put  to  death,  deposed  the 
bishop,  and  scut  him  into  exde.  Seven  years  after- 
vranls,  Chilperie  was  murdered  in  his  turn,  and  Prv- 
IvxUtuE,  after  ih«  fXMple  of  Rouen  had  expelled 
Melance,  his  successor,  was  reinstated  itt  hit  dig- 
nity. Fredegonde  now  catne  to  Rouen,  to  pass  her 
widowhooti  there.  Her  revenge  was  not  appeased. 
Pretexiutus  was  stabUfd  at  the  altar  by  ad&assins, 
while  not  oik  of  the  asseinbli-d  priests  liad   the 
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coiira;^  to  liulen  to  hia  aaauumoe,  and  thus  to  i 
tlic  dieplpAMirv  of  th«  king's  widow.  One  citizea  of 
Koueii  onl^  durst  accutc  hex  and  call  her  to  account : 
«  poifoiietl  bowl  u-as  his  reward.  She  lisil  iKv 
audaciiy  lu  viut  tlie  dvitig  bishop,  to  sec  whether 
the  wound  Kiu  mortal,  and  he  said  to  her:  "  Who 
could  have  cotnmiltn)  this  atmc  hut  one  who  has 
murdered  lyings,  ntid  so  often  spilt  innocent 
blood!  I  iJiatl  die,  and  thou,  the  author  of  the 
crime,  shall  be  cursed  from  age  to  age,  and  nty 
blood  btinll  be  U|ion  thjr  head."  Hts  prediction  was 
fulfilled. 

These  events  in  Rouen  charactrrixe  the  whoU- 
qwch  of  tlic  foundation  nf  the  Fnuikish  dominion 
in  Gaul.  When  oiiu  surveys  all  these  ctimes  and 
cruellies  renewed  from  day  to  day,  and  propagated 
from  generation  to  generation,  one  aslts  in  aMooiah- 
mvDt  what  can  l>e  tlte  moral  cause  of  them,  and  the 
answer  grnerally  Is,  that  they  were  on-ing  to  the 
rudeness  of  the  people,  ignorance,  and  the  want  of 
civilization.  But  this  answer  is  in  contradiction  to 
hiMory.  A  few  centuries  earlier,  xuch  ilixih  ainong 
the  Germans,  who  then  were  assuredly  less  po- 
lished, less  civilised,  and  among  the  FraiiLs  in  par- 
lictilar,  would  have  excited  the  abliorrence  of  lite 
whole  nation ;  for,  at  the  time  when  such  events 
were  occurring  in  France,  uolliing  of  the  kind  was 
taking  place  among  Uic  Germans  living  tn  Ger- 
many. A  few  centuries  afterwards,  we  sec  similar 
plicnomeiia  recurring  in  Italy,  and  at  a  still  later  pe- 
riod in  Kuswa,  where  great  advances  had  already  been 
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made  in  civilizatioii :  but  in  nil  t1)CM>  countries  Hiich 
pheiioniimu  appeared  at  a  moment  when  the  internal 
circunistancce  of  the  Slate  were  nearly  the  same. 

The  ancient  GeraianK  reco|rni/e(l  only  the  g»> 
neral  interest,  to  which  all  privnlt  intt-rcBts  were 
subordinate.  The  individual  was  lost  in  the  maaa. 
In  war  alune  they  acknowledged  the  supremacy  of 
one  man.  Incessaat  hostilities  accustomed  them 
more  and  more  to  this  acknowledgrnent,  and  thus 
ire  Kooii  SIX  sovereign  familic*  oriting.  They  were 
TJTtually  kinps,  but  the  idea  of  royalty  hod  not 
penetrated  into  the  mass  of  the  people  nny  more 
than  into  thoM  sovereign  families  themselves  ;  and 
thuR  people  and  kings  conudcrrd  the  interests  of 
sovereigns  as  mere  fnntily  interests,  tlicir  wars  as 
mere  family  quarrels,  in  which  the  pc<4)le  look  part 
in  genend  from  habit  alone,  or  from  a  love  of  war, 
or  for  the  sake  of  booty.  QiinrrcU  between  the 
ruling  families  were  in  the  regular  cour^^  of  things 
confined  to  those  families,  and  the  im))ortaDce  of 
the  interests  at  stake  accounts  in  sume  mea&iirx>  for 
the  atrocity  of  the  mearix  i-inpluyed  in  dt-feiice  of 
them,  Ix-cauBc  they  i»)  more  !tpe«dily  and  raorc 
surely  to  the  proposed  end. 

On  the  overthrow  of  the  republics  in  Italy,  this 
phenomenon  reeurs  between  the  lamilies  claiming 
the  sovereignty ;  and  in  the  Nortli  our  forefuiiiers 
vitiMBted  the  like  spectacle,  bccnu»c  the  ))oople 
tlicre  were  not  yet  i>enetrat«d  with  the  idea  of 
royalty.  As  soun  a*  this  idea  had  taken  linu  hold 
of  the  people  and  the  rulen,  lliose  crimes  disap- 
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pcarcti,  or  at  least  became  exceptions ;  and  we  see 
aiibscquenlly  another  epoch,  tlie  rcvenc  of  the 
li>niicr,  in  whidi  sovetvifrnti,  great  ax  kcII  ns  small, 
laid  waste  countries  and  towns,  whenever  they  had 
a  dispute  to  settle.  And,  horrible  as  was  the  time 
in  which  we  meet  with  the  bloody  ipectiv*  of  a 
nruiiehildv  and  a  Fredegimdo,  the  hiittoriral  io- 
c|nircr,  while  perusing  the  events  of  the  twelfth  and 
thirteenth  centuries,  might  be  tempted  to  wisli  it 
back  again,  at  leait  on  this  particular  aDOOunl. 

How  little  the  idea  of  mjalty  luid  at  that  time 
taken  root  among  the  people  is  shown  by  the  d«po- 
Mtion  of  the  Merovingians  and  the  elevalioi)  ot  the 
Carlovingian  line.  A  inmily  had  Tnund  means  so 
to  augment  its  power  and  consequence  as  soon  to 
he  able  to  eounterpoisc  the  ruling  family.  The 
preponderance  onw  gained,  iht  wc-akcr  of  the  two 
was  obliged  to 'yield  to  the  slroi^i^r.  But  Charle- 
magne was  the  first  that  laid  the  foundation -stone 
of  royally  in  France  and  (iermnny.  This,  how. 
ever,  coidd  nut  he  do»c  but  at  the  expense  of  the 
Gcnnanie  principle.  Among  the  Gorrnans,  the  en- 
tire state  repoeed  upon  the  popular  courts,  which 
Merc  the  cnly  legiUalive,  judiciul,  and  executive 
authority.  Charlemagne'*  wart  und  the  tricks  of 
his  counts  turned  tliis  riglit  into  an  oppresrive 
burden  for  the  people;  and  (bus  he  was  soon 
enabled  to  undomttne  this  basis  of  ilic  Germanic 
institutions,  and  to  deliver  up  the  courts  to  judgea 
n|>|>ointed  by  the  king.  The  sh.ide  of  Itoine  con- 
(juvred  the  greatest  hero  of  Germauy,  and  wu 
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de^trnfd  tticiiccforward  to  hold  Germany  itself  in 
suliji-ction.  The  people  and  their  constitution  were 
lifted  from  their  bi»g»,  and  liad  no  intriitaic  sup* 
port  till  the  fundnmnit*!  idcu  uf  OiitrlL'n  hud  giiiiied 
a  looting.  Iluncc  the  moral  weakness,  afier  Ins 
dvBih,  of  the  once  mighty  kingdom  of  the  Franks ; 
licnee  the  indolence  and  degeneracy  of  those  same 
Franks,  who  hmi  so  recently  subdued  the  hrave»l 
of  the  hravc  Germans — th«  S:ixon.i.  The  inno- 
vations tif  Charlemagne  were  a  positive  revolution  ; 
and  their  necessary  consequence  was  that,  under 
the  new  order  of  things,  every  one  sought  a  place 
for  himself,  in  which  he  could  arqiiirc  other  right; 
instead  of  those  which  he  had  lost-  Dcnve  the 
selfishness  of  the  great,  and  their  vices,  and  their 
crimcx;  hencv-,  too,  the  inilifiereiicr  of  the  people 
to  all  that  hBppene<l ;  hence,  finally,  their  moral 
torpor,  which  ogiened  to  the  Normans  the  way  into 
the  heart  of  France. 

It  is  not  requtMtc  to  state  hoir  this  change 
operated  ;  a  descendant  of  Charlemagne's,  Charles 
the  Bald,  dispenses  me  from  that  task.  He  d«- 
scriljcd  the  state  of  the  country  in  llie  fV^lowing 
terms,  at  a  couitcil  held  at  Pitrcs  (Fistis),  five 
league*  fnim  Koueii :  '*  Foreigners  consume  our 
country  before  our  faces ;  the  devastations  of  the 
enemy  turn  it  into  a  desert;  the  inhahilant«  ure 
slaughtered  and  dispersed ;  the  churches  and  towns 
are  converted  into  ruin* ;  the  bodies  of  our  holy  in- 
tPrecMon  arc  lorn  from  their  graves :  ibc  servants 
of  tlie  Lord  are  driven  from  their  asyluiDB, 
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becAuse  wo  have  opcDcd  our  hmrtsto  the  duvil ;  l>e- 
cause  wc  have  ivnt  from  our  eouls  the  blossoms  ond 
fniiUt  of  failh,  l»o[)«,  charity,  and  ail  the  other  vir- 
tues ;  bccauac  vre  hnv«  aUin  ourselves  with  the 
nronl  of  sin  ;  becauM!  wc  glow  in  the  lire  of  avarioe, 
rapaaty,  envy,  a(luUery,and  olhcr  crimes,  non  solum 
per  naturalein  scxuni,  led  ctiam  per  sexuni  qui  ctt 
contra  luiturain;  bocauK  we  do  not  witltiland  the 
attacks  of  tlie  Evil  One;  bccauss  we  wll  juttJce, 
and  it  is  not  to  be  obtained  but  by  means  of 
presents." 

It  niny  be  asmmed  with  (tderable  certainty  that 
the  ck-f^y  h.iil  proni)>ti-d  this  speech  of  Ctuirlm  the 
Balers ;  but,  niystical  as  it  is,  sttU  it  is  dear  enough 
to  porlrny  the  Atate  of  the  country.  What  he  says 
in  rcgiird  In  justice  only  tends  to  ooulirui  ilic  vievi 
expressed  above. 

The  more  the  seed  deposited  in  the  ground  by 
Charlentagne  developed  itself,  the  more  plainly  it 
•bovr«d  ihc  nature  of  itie  fruit  llnit  il  wimid  pro> 
dues.  *'  Uoyalty,  sunk  into  contempt" — one  might 
rather  say,  not  having  yet  been  iraDsfused  into  the 
coustttulionof  the  people—"  nan  but  a  title  without 
power  in  tlic  luuid  uf  n  man  without  mind.  Under 
Charles  the  Simple,  who  was  on  the  point  of  creating 
a  duke  of  NonuaiMly,  the  great  could  without  diffi> 
cully  rentier  an  auti>orilyj  which  luid  preriottsly 
been  pcrtotial  and  temporary,  hcrcditury  in  tbdr 
families.  The  lords  of  Lhesecood  dass joined  with> 
out  obtit ruction  the  banner  ol"  llie  leader  whom  they 
preferred  to  tlic  other*.  Hence  that  muiliiudeof 
despots,  who  treat  as  their  etjual  him  who  should 
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be  ihrir  soreretgn,  and  whose  kinj^nm  at  the  end 
of  the  tentli  cctiltirj  might  be  sttid  to  be  cunfintd  to 
the  town  of  Laon.  Henos  that  snnbitioD,  that  dis- 
order, that  hatred,  and  those  ioteEtine  wars;  (ho«c 
acts  of  violence,  the  only  medium  of  compaRsing 
objects  ;  atul  all  those  crimes  whidi  vrcre  ture  of 
impunity.  In  vnin  did  twelve  prclAtcs,  nnd  amon^ 
them  the  bishop  of  llouen,  strive  to  remedy  these 
evils.  Their  xtotnpt  hod  no  other  result  lh4in  to 
furnish  striking  evidence  of  the  incorrigibility  of  the 
•^I^rgyi  ttod  the  weakness  o1'  the  king.  '  We  are 
btsJ>ope,^  said  tliiy,  *iiut  wc  by  no  means  perform 
our  duties  as  such.  ^Vc  neglect  our  vocation  as 
preachers.  Tbeflockscomniittedtoourcare  forsake 
God ;  tliey  do  what  is  wrong  before  our  faceit,  and 
we  say  nothing.  If  a  rc[>Tx>of  displcusing  to  thcxe  rude 
minds  escapes  us.  they  turn  against  us  the  tvords 
applied  by  our  Lord  to  the  Pharisees,  and  say, 
'Thc-y  bind  op]iros^vc  burden*  on  the  shuiildcm 
of  men,  but  will  not  stir  a  finger  to  remove  them.^ 
The  church  of  God  is  going  to  ruin  tlirotigh  our 
silence.  Where  are  the  sinners  whom  we  have 
converted  ?"• 

Charlemagne  had  politkally  annihilated  the  people. 
Tbc  aboro-quotcd  voices  of  the  limes  (l<McnlM^  the 
■tale  of  the  nobles  and  the  clergy.  At  this  moment, 
the  Numnanit  made  their  appearance,  and  llie  country 
fell  a  prey  to  them  bccauw!  Uiere  was  no  longer  a 
people  to  oppose  their  invasions.  Without  taking 
this  slate  of  the  country  Into  consideration,  it  isabso- 
Idtely  impossible  to  conceive  how  a  few  tbousand 
■  LiqnK  1.  Gl.— Coodl  Frool.  ap.  Ulbe  t*  C«Mart,  t.  is.  c«t.&l3. 
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northern  pirates  could  iraverfte  unmolested  ttnd  lay 
wiutc  till;  kingdom  of  Ok  Franks ;  for  though  ibe 
fiwmcr  were  very  brave,  slill  ihe  Franks  had  shoini 
oAen  enough  that  in  this  respect  they  were  not  in- 
ferior to  any  nation,  that  thi^y  had  no  need  to  fear 
the  Moora,  the  terror  of  the  Sotitli,  any  more  than 
llie  Saxoiis,  who  were  the  SLXHir^  of  the  North. 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  lecapitulatc  ihc  event* 
of  the  wars  of  the  Nunnan*  witlitlie  Franks.  Th« 
readt-r  niny  find  them  in  every  hiKtoriao,  and  there 
sec  how  separate  parties  6nt  arrived,  plundered  on 
their  own  movement,  and  returned  home  with  thnr 
iHioty:  liuw  tlist  booty  enticed  fresh  invaders,  till  at 
length.  Hollo,  a  Norwegian,  with  a  force  oompMcd 
chiefly  of  Danes,  lai>ded  in  Normandy,  and  toon 
f<iri.'e<)  the  king  »f  France  to  conclude  a  peace 
(l)uit  of  Claire  d'Epte,  in  912}  by  which  Normandy 
was  ecJed  to  him  by  France  as  an  indepeudcnl 
diiehy,  on  condition  of  his  embracing  the  Christian 
religion.  Whether,  or  in  whnt  form,  Rolto  did 
homage  to  the  king  of  France,  is  a  disputed  punt 
with  historical  inquirers ;  and  the  majority  regard 
the  accounts  given  in  the  ehronieles  to  which  1  have 
alluded  in  aiiullKT  place  as  mere  fables.  At  any 
rate,  this  is  one  of  those  fables  wliteh  describe  the 
acting  persons,  and  which,  even  if  invented  by  the 
people,  are  of  great  interest  lu  the  histurkul  student, 
who  wislics  to  ajiprt-cinte  a  given  period  uf  lime. 
For  the  rest,  all  theec  particular  circtimstances  are 
of  lexs  eonsetfucncc  in  themselves  than  as  etfeda  of 
the  immigration  of  the  Nortnnn.t  into  France  upon 
the  institutions  of  the  couotrv  and  llie  sute  of  the 
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peojile,  I  Riihjoin  A  few  words  concerning  the 
civilisalion  of  the  Nonnans  ut  the  period  of  their 
arrival  in  France. 

All  the  chronicle*  of  the  lime,  with  rare  excep- 
tions, itpi-nk  ofthf  Normans  AS  rudv.  Ktvngi*,  pugna- 
cious, bloodthirsty  barbarianB.  These  invaders  had 
DO  hiuoiiaus,  for  (heir  business  was  figtnitig,  and  so 
thvy  left  their  enemies  to  describe  them.  Much  must 
be  charged  to  this  account.  But,  no  doubt,  they 
really  were  terrible  in  war.  For  many  centuries  after 
them,  the  law  of  the  conqtivror  was  invariably 
writli-ti  wiili  b)oo<).  But,  on  cinwr  examination, 
it  appears  thai,  in  regard  to  civilisation  a(  least,  the 
Normans  were  not  behind  the  ma&a  of  those  whom 
they  iiubthicd,  and  that,  in  regard  to  morality,  man • 
lincs«,  and  n  svnsc  of  justice  and  duty,  (Itey  were 
far  before  them.  The  ancient  popular  songs  and 
traditions  of  the  Normans  need  not  shrink  from  a 
comparison  with  any  thing  that  the  bastard  litera- 
ture of  the  Imlf  Komani.ied  French  has  produced. 
We  nee,  morL-over,  from  ihesie  Riorivn  tltemielven, 
that  poetry,  esteemed  hy  ihr  great,  wan  eulitvated 
by  the  whole  nation  ;  that  women  were  more  highly 
retpected  than  in  any  other  country:  that  the 
Scalds  were  held  in  repute;  and,  ta&tly,  that  baths 
were  as  common  ninong  the  Norman*  as  among  the 
people  of  Home  and  Asia ;  tliat  abundance  and 
luxury  prevailed  at  their  feasts;  that  they  under- 
slooil  the  art  of  decorating  their  tthips  and  their 
weapons,  without  being  on  that  account  the  less 
daring  and  valiant.  All  these  drcumstances  be- 
speak an  advance  in  civiliMlioii,  which  one  would 
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Dot  expect  lo  6i>d  amoog  a  people  of  whooi  Uk 
chronidea  never  «pcak  but  as  of  wild  beAstsand  th« 
pcslilcncc. 

Bitt  what  tells  far  more  than  all  tliis,  t»  the  state 
of  thingtt  tiiat  very  soon  followed  tbc  cooduitoa  of 
tlie  peace  in  Normundy.  Kollo  did  not  sheath  lus 
unord — it  becHUio  the  sword  oT  justice.  Ou  thii 
point  there  is  a  popular  story,  to  which  1  have 
already  adverted,  that  of  the  bracelet  in  ilie  vood 
of  Roumare,  which  speaks  more  plainly  than  tite 
teUimony  of  conirmpowy  writers.  Tliww  writers, 
besides,  of^reo  that,  initncdiaiely  aftvr  the  jieaoe, 
Rollo  and  iiifi  Normans  gave  themselves  laws,  which 
protcrteil  person  and  properly,  and  ihat  tliey  knew 
how  to  maintain  thein  in  all  their  furou.  Tbc  Nor- 
mans themselves  rebuilt  the  towns  wliich  they  pre> 
viou^ly  thought  it  behoved  them  to  destroy ;  and 
the  htflmndnimi  at  \m  plough,  tlie  citixen  to  bis 
workahop,  co4]Id  fearlessly  follow  their  mpeciiw 
occupations. 

If,  finally,  we  compare  the  state  of  FraiicD  in  the 
centuries  immediately  sucoeediDg  tbc  Conquest  with 
that  of  Normandy,  the  result  is  still  more  important ; 
for  while  chaos  reigned  supreme  in  the  former,  in 
Normandy,  law,  justly,  civiliuiion,  lille<I  tlwir 
heads  BO  high  tliat  tlic  Normans  very  soon  became 
itie  ai'bilcrs  ol' the  dcstinyof  rrancv,  and  had  sirenj^h 
Icfl  besides  to  tltow  in  Italy,  in  Gn.-cL-e,  and  in  Eng- 
land, liow  far  tbcy  sur[»assrd  other  mittons  in  polish 
and  valour ;  till  at  laigth  they  gave,  by  means  of 
their  trouvers  and  ol'  chivalry,  4  iww  direction  to 
literature  a»  well  as  to  the  military  art. 
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The  history  of  Rouen  fumHhes  a  proof  thai  the 
people  very  toon  ticgaii  t»  lind  t he msel res  gainers 
by  ihc  invasion  of  ihc  Normans.  Scarcely  thirty 
years  after  the  peace  of  CUire  d'Epte  (in  9*3), 
aflei'  Kollo'ft  ttni,  William  I^ngawort),  hod  heen  mur- 
derufi  by  Arnold,  duke  of  Flanders,  Louis  d'Otilro- 
iner,  king  of  France,  repaired  to  Rouen,  and  took 
under  hia  care  Ridiiird,  liw  son  of  William,  who  was 
yet  a  minor.  The  people,  rcgnnling  this  pnicM.-<ling 
04  B  stratagem  of  the  king's  to  secure  the  person  of 
llio  young  duke,  and  to  keep  hiui  prisoner,  assem- 
bled in  the  Htrevts,  and  rose  in  u  miiu  in  behalf  of 
their  prince.  The  insurrection  assumed  every  mo- 
ment a  more  threatening  aspeet.  The  armed  mul- 
titude at  length  prepart-d  b>  atinck  tlii>  hniise  where 
Ok  king  reKidod,  und  to  set  the  duke  ut  HlxTty  by 
forcA  The  king  was  obliged  to  take  the  boy  in  his 
arms,  to  show  him  to  the  cuncotirw;  of  [>eople,  and 
to  usurc  them  that  it  was  fur  from  his  intention  to 
do  any  harm  to  the  duke,  that  he  only  wished  to 
keep  him  near  himself,  that  he  might  give  him  such 
an  education  as  would  render  him  worthy  to  rule 
the  Normans.  The  great  majority  of  those  men 
hod  witnessed,  as  boys,  the  invasion  of  the  Normans, 
or  had  heard  at  lea&t,  when  young,  thu  stutics  told 
by  their  fathers  conci'niing  them.  Aim!  it  whu  these 
who  »tood  up  for  their  Norman  duke.  The  people 
consisted  chie6y  of  descendants  from  the  Gauls  and 
Pranks,  and  they  threatened  the  descendant  of  the 
kings  who  had  reij;ncd  over  ttieir  forcfuthert.  The 
conduct  of  the  Normans,  and  the  innovations  intro> 
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duired  by  them,  must,  to  judge  from  this  single  cir- 
cuin&tarice,  have  bmrn  of  Huch  a  iiaiurc  m»  to  make 
the  pco^ilo  foTf^t  their  historj',  Ihcir  dcsocnl,  mu! 
thirir  former  symfxathies  ;  and  this  is  the  sXToagM 
«videii«c  that  istii  l>e  uilducetl  ia  favour  of  the 
querors. 

Louis  d'Outromer  had  niCTcIy  yii'ldiwi  to  the 
)>cmcncc  uf  the  pe<^le ;  he  had  do  notioa  of  missbig 
auvh  an  opportunity  of  r«-tiniting  Normandy  with 
his  dominions.  He  soon  forgot  his  promise,  ciitened 
NoniiJiiHly  with  an  anny,  and  parliiiliy  enforced  a 
momentary  suhmission.  A  Unniali  auxiliary  force, 
and  tlte  escape  of  Richard  from  hia  captivity,  de- 
ranged his  plans.  He  vols  oliliged  to  n>tire  before 
the  new  comers.  Here  wv  agaiii  kc  the  people  of 
Kouen  actively  bestirrii^  themselves,  and  talcing 
priiuner  lite  king  of  France  (944)  when  be  entered 
their  city  on  his  retreat ;  which  seems  to  prove  that 
tlie  fir»t  insumocticm  was  more  ilum  a  mere  pausing 
exdtcmeiit  This  ts  rendered  still  more  evident, 
when  we  re»d  in  the  lii^toriail  works  of  the  times 
tlial,  at  the  entry  of  Richnrti  into  Rouvn,  lli«  people 
thronged  in  such  multitudes  to  meet  him,  that  tJw 
clergy,  when  they  had  reached  the  extremity  of  the 
suburb,  uere  jirevented  by  ttw  concourse  from  ap- 
proaching the  duke.  The  lubsmjuent  si^^  of 
Uouen  by  Louis,  Oiho,  umjierur  of  Gcnnany,  and 
Arnold  of'Flanders,  did  not  bfit  long  enoiigli  to  put 
the  attaclmiL-iit  of  the  people  to  a  decisive  test,  and 
merely  afrordc<l  occiuioii  u>  tlie  Nornuius,  whei)  the 
bcstcgcTS  were  withdrvniug  overnight,  to  display 
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llii>ir  vflloiir;  for  ihoy  attacked  and  kitted  a  groat 
numltcT  of  ihcm  at  a  place  called  Kougeinnrc,  from 
(he  blood  Bpilt  there  on  dial  day,  and  then  pursued 
ihcm  36  far  an  tht-  rerriUiry  of  Amirna. 

The  cfl'ucts  of  the  liiws  aiid  institutions  of  the  Nor- 
mans idwnys  manifested  tlieiusetves  as  promoting 
tile  interests  of  tlie  coiiniry  :  and  tlioiigh  many 
tilings,  espedally  th«  increasing  di-tnuralisation  of 
the  clergy,  opptwed  tlie  devolupinciitof  iIioik:  effectH, 
yel  the  state  of  the  ciiimlry  was,  in  n  ]Niliiiad  re- 
spect, invariably  nhcnd  of  that  of  all  the  surroumling 
provinces.  "  During  the  tenth  centurj',"  says 
I.icjuet,  "the  religiou.i  position  uf  NDmiandy  was 
nearly  the  same  a»  that  of  other  counlricK,  because 
it  wax  not  without  difficulty  that  the  ancient  faith 
succeeded  in  subduing  the  new  generation  :  the 
political  position,  on  the  contrary,  was  different, 
because  the  new  generation,  |>oxsi.-Morx  through  iho 
Conquest,  indc|K?ndent  by  rational  instinct,  sue- 
cecdcd  in  quashing  the  Bubei»ting  form  of  govern- 
ment, and  in  founding  order  every  where  in  the 
place  of  anarchy," 

The  opcratiou  ufthe  Germanic  principle  was  de- 
»ti»«d  to  »how  it.self  in  a  way  djingerous  to  the  con- 
queror*, who,  like  all  cKMiqticnirs,  formed  an  aristo- 
cracy. In  the  towns,  the  victors  iind  Uie  vanquinhed 
became  more  and  more  blended  by  daily  intercourse. 
The  citizens  participated  in  their  way  in  .the  Nor- 
man  InNtiiuli'iti*,  and  both  parlies  souti  forgot  who 
was  the  conc)iiemr  and  who  the  contjucnMl.  In  the 
Bountry,  this  fusion  took  place  more  slowly.    Thure 
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the  p»>anlry  formed  a  distinct  class,  in  many  re* 
specU  vithout  lav,  subjed  to  and  depettdetit  on  tlic 
invud^r  ahatocracy.  Itut  the  induence  of  that  which 
met  tlie  eye  of  every  peaaant  wlten  lie  caoM  (o  tlie 
cit7,  the  indcpemlLiKc  of  tlic  dtixens  and  Uieir  free* 
dom,  could  no(  be  without  effect ;  and  benoe  U  waf 
that  tlie  Nurmitn  pciLMUits  were  iIk  first  tn  Durape 
wlio  claimed  the  rights  of  man.  while  ibo»e  of  all 
other  countries  were  still  the  willittg  serfs  of  thmr 
lord*. 

A  century  )iad  not  e)apM.-d  from  the  settlement 
of  the  nortbem  inraders,  before  Normandy  witneaaed 
the  first  insurrection  of  the  peasantry.  In  several 
counties,  the  villagen  as-semliletl,  and  resolved  to 
throw  off  the  yoka  of  tlietr  lords,  and  in  future  to 
vlbey  ouly  sueh  laws  ss  they  Ahould  impose  on  tltem- 
mIvcs.  F.ach  vilbge  chose  two  deputies,  to  discuss 
in  ft  general  aitseinbly  the  proptiaalft  of  individuid 
Tillages,  nnd  to  adopt  ituch  ri^olutionsnsthcy  should 
deem  right  and  proper.  In  this  proceeding,  the 
lovds  discovered  maiiireet  high  treason  ;  and  Unoul, 
uncle  of  duke  Kichanl  II.,  nas  commisaioucd  to 
cfaastise  the  insui^ents.  He  fell  upon  the  MMmUy, 
caused  several  uf  I lit^  dejHiltPS  to  be  burnt^l  alive, 
while  the  others  had  tlii^r  hands  and  feet,  (heir 
Doacs  and  cars,  cut  off,  and  their  eyes  put  out,  lo 
make  ihein,  according  to  the  expreiaion  of  tlie  hia- 
tonan  of  ihut  liuie,  *'  unfit  for  any  tiling." 

In  Germany)  simiUr  cruellies,  practised  aflcr  the 
wan  of  the  peasants,  arc  accounted  for  on  the  prin* 
dple  of  retaliation  for  atrocities  committed  by  Uw 
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peasants  tIicinM-lvc».  In  Xonntuidy,  the  nobles  linvo 
no  such  excuse  ;  and,  indeed,  any  where  else  it 
would  be  super6uou8,  aa  tlie  lordtt  would  niost  as- 
suredly have  acted  prcci*ely  in  the  same  manner 
fritltout  it.  A  ravenous  beasi,  whicli  breaks  its 
chain  and  (enrs  its  master  in  |neces,  ia  caught  and 
chained  up  again.  But  a  slave,  a  serf,  who  merely 
bursts,  or  strives  to  burst,  his  fellers  [«>  become  a 
man  —  oh '.  that  is  »  totally  difTercnt  affair,  tnd 
demands  the  interference  uf  the  executioner. 

Some  years  afterwards,  a  similar  insurrcctinn  took 
place  in  Bretagiio,  which  had  also  been  partially 
coii({iiereil  by  the  Normans;  and  there,  too,  a  con- 
test ensued  bilwcen  lliv  [x-usants  and  lli«  lords, 
which  was  decided  in  favour  uf  the  latter.  Tht 
spirit  that  called  forth  these  insurrectioos,  however, 
was  not  subdued ;  and,  not  long  afterwards,  we  find 
mention  made,  in  the  htslory  of  Normandy,  of  com- 
munes of  free  peasants. 

Let  people  think  as  th*y  please  of  revolutions  and 
insurrectioos  of  peasants,  it  must  be  admitted  that 
tliey  are  invariably,  more  or  less,  a  con»c(|aeflce  of 
the  advanced  civihsation  of  the  insurgents:  fur  llM^y 
are  attribtitable  only  to  the  aitHiKctl  feeling  of  inde< 
pendencc,  to  tlic  oonsciousocsa  o4'  rights  whkh  meit 
tbink  themselves  authorised  to  claim,  and  which 
lliey  have  the  courage  to  demand  —  evidenecn  these 
of  an  advance  towards  intellectual  and  ciril  matu- 
rity, though  the  fruit  may  be  precocious. 

These  insurrections  are  indirectly  of  importance 
for  the  hiilory  of  Noraiandy.     In  the  sources,  men- 
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tjon  U  rarely  made  of  the  Icgiitlntive  light  of  Uie 
free  Nonnana ;  on  tb«  other  liaiwl,  this  insurrec^on 
of  pCM&nts,  in  whk-h  the  serfs  ckimed  thut  ri^it, 
Kltnts  titat  it  was  po<sct«Hl  by  the  frvecnen,  for  «« 
nuy  be  pretty  sure  that  tho  fortnrr  dcmandccl  do 
more  than  they  saw  every  day  in  tlie  posseasioo  of 
others. 

It  \rtiul<l  be  wimderful  if,  in  a  country  where  tho 
petuants  already  began  to  think  and  to  feel  their  inu 
poriance,  the  other  classes  too  had  not  endeavoured 
to  ojx'n  for  theuiielvcs  a  more  u u restricted  cm recr. 
The  insurrection  of  peasants  and  principles  of  re- 
forniiilitin  cere  «lcrtii)e<l  to  I>c:  coiileni|X)nine(iUK,  and 
to  go  hand  in  hand,  as  in  Germany*  And  ihua  wr 
see  that,  nearly  about  the  same  linte  (tince  1000), 
thv  Norman  clergy  sought  to  jirorc  the  dissolubility 
of  n)arrifl<;(-9  from  the  Biblo,  that  imoj^  were  de- 
siroyod  in  churches,  that  the  nvoeasity  of  lithea  for 
salvation  vrta  doubled ;  that,  lastly,  the  presence 
of  Christ  in  the  host  was  i|uestiunL-tl;  iliat  even 
bishops  broached  ihi&  (]uciiiion,  ai»d  ho  funcd  Duke 
Bichard  II.  to  ihreiitcn  ihcm  with  deposition  from 
their  dignity.  Theso  things  occurred  in  Normandy 
five  hundred  years  before  Luther ;  they  prove  nturli 
more  than  any  reasoning  the  moral  state  of  the 
country  and  the  influence  of  tlie  Germanic  prindpla. 

Wc  now  arrive  at  a  [ilmiontenon  which  afTnrded 
the  mo*l  striking  rvi<lcncc  of  tlw  [lolitkal  cnurqy  of 
the  country.  Tlic  conqtK-st  of  England  by  Willtam, 
thf  seventh  duke  of  Norniandvi  scarcely  fme  hun- 
dred and  fifty  years  after  Hollo  lauded  as  a  [urate  io 
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France,  \a  not  to  be  accounted  for,  if  even  all  po». 
sible  jusiic«  isdon«  tu  the  genius  of  the  Conqtierur, 
but  by  the  moral  superiority  of  the  Nurmans  ovt-r 
the  AiigioSaxotiR.  If  ihcrc  i»  a«y  one  wbom  nil 
this  docs  not  suffice,  let  liim  recollect  iliat,  at  the 
moment  when  Normandy  had  to  complete  iind  to 
defend  this  conquest,  at  a  time  when  a  German 
emperor  was  obliged  to  apjiear  barefoot  before  tbc 
pope  and  beg  his  absolution,  William  dared  forbid 
bis  clergy  all  correspondence  with  Home,  curtail 
ibi-ir  juriisclictiiiii,  prohibit  excommunication  with- 
out bis  previous  [K.Tmi!i»ion,  and  at  the  same  time 
keep  the  nobility  within  bounds  by  the  God's 
peace  and  the  people  by  the  law  of  eouvre-feu  ;  and 
that,  iu  the  enforcement  of  theie  measures,  adopted 
with  the  conMnl  of  the  states,  he  coold  always 
n-ekoti  iijMm  the  iii]p]>ort  of  the  mnjnrily  of  h:» 
subji-ctK,  while  in  other  countries  the  lightnings  of 
the  church  shattered  crowns,  and  the  power  of 
(be  nobles  oppressed  the  people  and  undermined 
thrones. 

The  coni|ue«t  of  Enf;lnnd  gave  the  history  of 
Normandy  a  diffen-nt  direction.  The  moral  and 
poliiiciil  Slate  of  the  country  had  raised  il»  dukes  to 
a  consequence  wholly  disproportionate  to  the  extent 
of  their  dominions.  All  France  wa*  immediately 
under  their  supremacy  ;  and  as  soon  as  Hugh  Capet 
had  secured  the  Duke  of  Normandy,  he  saw  a  wayJ 
o]H-ncil  for  him  to  the  throne  of  France.  The  ni»- ■ 
dent  propensity  of  the  Normans  to  emigration  and 
conquest  continued  to  impel  them  to  iveek  a  field  for 
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thfir  nctivity  out  of  their  own  countrj',  the  to 
there  nas  nothing  left  fur  thcni   to  do  at  tioine. 
Italy,  Sicily,  and  tireece  succumbed  to  st^ratc 
bands  of  NurmaD  knights.     I'lie  morn)  eiicr^  of 
the  country,  thi»  fondness  for  cmij^mtion,  sdven-        , 
turn,  and  cunquvsts,  would  certainly  sooner  or  later  ^fl 
have  made  the  Norman  dukes  kings  of  France,  if  ^^ 
such  another  epoch  had  supervened  as  that  when 
Richard  I.  plaeed  the  crown  un  ifae  head  of  Ins 
friend,  Hugh  Capet.   The  coiKiuesl  of  England  as- 
signed (o  tUem  a  different  field. 

On  the  conquest  cf  En;;]nnd,  Normandy  became 
a  province  of  thst  kingdam.  Civil  diseensions  in 
England,  the  divided  inlcreats  of  the  irability,  at 
onoc^  Norman  and  English,  the  foibles,  the  vioea, 
and  (he  criuK's  of  the  Conqueror's  successors,  who, 
like  the  oifHpring  of  all  olher  conquerors,  bore  the 
cune  of  the  |)eople  who  had  fallen  by  tlw  sword  of 
llieir  progenitors,  llie  dt^'iierney  of  the  noUn 
through  the  wealth  and  the  spoil  which  they  had 
acquired  in  England,  lastly,  the  endless  wars  of  the 
barons  among  themselves  under  William's  de- 
scendants, broke  the  strength  of  Normandy,  and 
gnuluftlly  estranged  the  people  from  the  sovetugns 
of  England.  The  quMtion  whcttier  France  should 
become  Normnn  was  rcversctl,  ai>d  thenceforward 
the  only  point  was  whether  Nonnandy  should  be- 
come French. 

Tliir  liiNiory  nf  Normandy,  from  the  ntomeni  cf 
the  conquiiit  of  England,  exhibtu  an  iuceMssni  con- 
flict of  the  nobles  with  one  another  and  wtili  tbair 
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princet,  in  wtiich  ihe  people  were  invariably  the 
scapegaul,  niul  li»il  to  bear  tlic  conswjuciicw  of  this 
state  of  tilings,  till  it  (crminalcd  at  last  in  tlii^  moral 
ruin  of  the  nobles  themselves,  and  in  the  conquest 
of  Normandy  by  France.  There  are  few  epochs 
that  excite  »ii(-l)  profound  disgust  in  ttw  historical 
inquirer.  The  sons  of  William  ll»e  C<M»queror, 
Weak  «nd  unenlrrpriviing  like  those  of  Charlcmaf^ne. 
quarrelled  like  them  about  the  spoils  of  their  father, 
and  thus  afforded,  like  them  too,  the  fnirctt  oppor- 
tunity for  annihilating  themselves.  William  11., 
King  of  England,  strove  to  wrest  ihe  duchy  of  Nor- 
mandy from  his  brother  Hoberl  Courtchose.  During 
these  dissensions,  and  more  especially  through  ()tc 
lawlessness  of  the  nobles,  caused  and  proniotcd  by 
this  sinttt  of  things,  the  inliabitants  of  Houen  saw 
their  rights  ininipled  under  foot  and  their  trade  de- 
stroyed. Still  they  had  no  thought  of  throwing 
tliemselves  into  the  arms  of  a  foreigner,  and  so  they 
merely  sought  protection  of  the  stronger,  the  king 
of  England,  and  with  Conan,  one  uf  itw  wealthiest 
citizens  at  thdr  head,  offered  to  »|h-ii  the  gates  of 
the  city  to  him.  They  aetually  a<hniiicd  n  number 
of  the  king's  troops  iniu  the  place.  But,  at  ihv 
same  moment,  Uoben's  baron*,  to  whom  the  plan 
of  the  inhabitants  had  bucn  betrayed,  entered  the 
city  by  another  gate.  The  streets  were  transfonned 
into  a  field  of  battle.  As  the  princes  fought,  brother 
against  brother,  to  did  the  citizens.  Hnbcrt,  «'ho 
teem*  to  have  had  no  more  heart  in  hit  body  than 
brain*  in  hi»  head,  fled  from  the  dty;  but  his  younger 
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brother  Henry  remained,  and  at  length  gained  wiib 
his  knights  the  victory  over  the  diixens,  who  ad* 
hi.Tecl  to  tlie  king.  Tite  rercKge  of  (he  <)uke's  par- 
iiiiun  wan  wonhy  of  tlic  lim<-i.  Henry  with  hii 
own  han<I  ihn-w  Conan  out  o{  the  wiitdow  of  the 
ducal  pnloMX,  kg  thiit  he  was  da»hcd  in  piccrs  upon 
thestnnrs;  am)  Hichard  gave  up  th«  citizens,  whose 
niigcr  he  durst  not  meet,  to  the  mercy  of  his  knights, 
who  carried  thctn  off  in  troopti,  dreadfully  ill  uwd 
ihem,  and  left  them  to  languixh  and  Riarve  in  their 
dungvoiis  if  they  had  not  wherewithal  to  purchaae 
life  aiul  liberty.  Th«  hintoriiin  of  that  time  »yi 
on  (his  occasion:  "Thus  we  see  thai  proud  Nor- 
tnandy,  which  conceived  that  &lie  durst  do  any  thing 
to  subjugntc,  to  plunder,  and  to  lay  waste  England, 
herself  a  prey  to  all  (K>rls  of  calamities.  She  has  ex- 
terminated the  rulers  of  RngitiiKl,  and  now  she  tears 
hiT  own  bosom,  and  makes  her  own  children  iniae- 
rable.  She  is  puffed  up  nith  the  wealth  of  England, 
and  now  miingles  herself  for  thesttkeof  that  wealth; 
and,  like  Babylon,  utie  is  oliliged  herM-If  to  drink 
the  Intter  cup  which  formerly  she  forced  upon 
foreign  nations."* 

In  spile  of  thc&e  contests  and  cruelties,  per- 
haps precisely  in  consequence  of  them,  the  dti- 
sens,  especially  of  tlie  princijial  towns,  eonirivcd 
to  extend  their  influence  mere  uihI  more.  Tbcy 
ncqutred  strtnpih  and  imjx>rtanee,  and  we  aoon  find 
their  rights  poblicly  recognised  mote  or  lera  by  their 
rulers,  ilcnry  granted,  or  rather  conlircuMl,  (be 
•  Odonc.  VitoL  1.  TJii. 
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nght  wliicti  had  long  virlually  belonged  to  ifie  com- 
munes of  several  towns,  Pont-Aiidcmvi-,  £u,  and 
others ;  and  at  Rouen  we  see,  od  occnsion  of  tlie 
marriage  of  Henry  to  the  empress  MatiUlu,  a  pwot 
that  [he  great  were  learning;  to  respect  the  people, 
as  the  citizens  were  tht-n  for  the  lirat  time  publicly 
sunimone<l  and  inviieil  by  heralds  to  lake  part  iu  the 
solemnity. 

In  the  struggle  for  the  crown  of  Normandy, 
which  took  place  after  ihu  decease  of  Henry  I.,  the 
youngest  of  the  Conqueror's  sons,  between  Henry 
Planiagenet  { Henry  11 ,  J  and  his  barons,  we  find  the 
□obihty  divided,  and  die  ^>eopk*  not  tiding  with 
cither  party.  Kouvn  0|)fnw]  its  gates,  without  the 
sliglitesl  resistance,  to  Gcoffry  Plnntagencl. 

The  profutmd  immorality  of  the  Plnntageneta— 
Henry  II..  for  example,  forced  the  bride  of  his  own 
son  to  gratify  hi.t  lust — could  nut  but  csirangi:  the 
people  more  and  more  from  their  priocfs.  These 
dispositions  could  not  be  any  secret  to  the  kings  of  j 
France,  and  thus  wc  sec  the  designs  of  ihst  power 
upon  Normandy  again  manifesting  themselves.  In 
the  quarrel  of  Henry  II,  with  the  English  clergy, 
Thoniss  a  Beeket,  archlHshop  of  Canterbury,  wiio 
wa.t  the  champion  of  the  principles  of  Gregory  VII. 
in  England,  fled  to  France,  whure  he  found  a  willing 
protector  in  Louis  VII.,  who  cxpres.'«ed  himself  in 
favour  of  the  English  clerg)-,  and  euoouragtTd  the 
intt'rvcntion  of  the  clergy  of  Franc*:.  Tliis  was  the 
way  to  gnin  the  good-will  of  the  rcpresentaiives  of 
the  church  in  Normandy,  and  such  was  actually  the 
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result.  ThcDoeforwartl  the  king*  of  France  iwg- 
l«ctod  DO  means  to  win  tlvvm  ovvr  more  snj  more 
1(1  thrir  interests.  But  an  occosioD  soon  offered  to 
«cl  with  more  effect.  Biasensions  tn  the  family  of 
Henry  II.,  fostered  if  not  excited  by  the  king  of 
FniDoc,  led  to  the  flight  of  Prince  Henry,  the  eldest 
ton  of  the  English  monarch,  to  Fmnce,  nnd  Louis 
took  up  omu  in  his  behalf.  But  the  oft-tried  loyally 
of  Ok  Normans  was  strong  enough  to  withstand  this 
attack,  and,  though  the  French  army  advanced 
without  Te^isiancc  to  Rouen,  il  was  there  repulsed 
with  great  low. 

The  cruwdc  of  Richard  Coeur  dc  IJon  ooDtrU 
bulod  to  alienate  the  people  still  more  front  the 
prince.  Dunng  Itichard's  absence,  the  archhishc^ 
of  Itouen  was  regent  of  the  duchy;  and  it  may 
eauly  be  conceived  that  tlie  clergy  did  not  neglect 
so  fair  an  opportunity  of  exlcnding  ilieir  preroga- 
tives at  the  expcnce  of  tlic  people.  In  Kouen  itself, 
tliese  encrooehnteiits  drove  the  people  to  riot,  as  the 
priests  had  tumeil  the  churches  tind  their  preeincta 
imo  markets,  where  tliey  allowed  foreign  traders  to 
expose  their  goods  for  sale,  upon  paying  a  eeruin 
p^r-ecntage^a  proceeding  which  tended  to  injuro 
ihc  trade  of  the  citizens.  The  people  of  Koucn 
pulled  down  the  walls  eneloxing  the  churclies,  and 
drove  out  the  dealent  patronised  by  the  clergy.  But, 
if  the  citizens  proved  the  stronger  of  tlic  two  on  this 
occasion,  the  clergy  gave  wny  b*it  for  the  moment, 
and  awaited  other  opportunities  for  enforcing  their 
prctensious. 
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NoTDMiidy  )tad  aucoesavely  felt  the  pressure  of 
the  diHert'nt  cutatcn  nf  the  duchy,  uf  the  princt-'a,  of 
the  noble^  iind  of  ihc  clergy  ;  and  though  at  times 
the  kings  did  not  act  m  the  interest  of  the  otliertwo 
estates,  Etill  the  citixens  h«d  less  to  hope  from  ihcm, 
as  tJicy  were  obliged  lo  divide  their  aciirity  bctwi<m 
two  Gounlrieii,  and  were  in  general  called  away  from 
Normandy  when  their  presence  was  moat  wanted 
there.  The  ranks  of  ihe  nobles  were  already  thinned 
by  ttw  crttMidcs  ;  ihv  clergy  were  drawn  by  ihe  kings 
of  France  into  their  intercftt,  and  could  not,  at  any 
rate,  be  losers,  by  excharigin;!  sovereigns  who  in 
some  particulars  de^ed  the  yoke  of  Komc,  for  the 
pious  and  most  chri&tian  kings  c^  FraiKe. 

Thus  evi-ry  thing  was  pre^iarcd  for  that  event 
which,  ever  since  the  coiKjuest  of  England  by  Wil- 
liam, had  bera  wiitten  in  the  book  of  Fate ;  and 
Phihp  Augustus,  king  of  France,  was  the  man 
destined  lo  fulfil  thiti  decree.  Jotm,  surnamed 
I.nckliinJ,  who  bad  but  courage  enough  to  lie  the 
assutsin  of  a  buy,  hi*  nephew  Arthur,  merely  ac- 
celerated whnl  was  before  inevitable :  for  the  brave 
and  chivalrous  Cceur  de  Lion  himself  liud  not  been 
able  (o  quash  the  prrtennoits  of  Philip  Augustus. 
About  three  hundred  years  after  the  invasion  of 
Neuslria  by  Kollo,  Bn<l  one  hundred  and  fifty  after 
the  conquest  of  England,  Normandy  again  became 
Frendi,  after  Ihe  reduction  of  Chateau  Gaillard, 
almost  without  a  struggle.  Roueoi  Arquets,  and 
Vemeuil  alone  attempted  to  fonn  a  league  and  to 
oppose  FruKC.     But  tlwy  wct«  too  weak  to  oppose 
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F«tff,  and  surrendered  likewise  almoai  without  draw- 
ing a  sword,  when  Philip  Augustus  inaiiifcNti^d  hi> 
willingiioss  to  rM]»eci  and  to  confirm  (heir  rights. 

Thf  privilege*  of  t)ie  city  of  Rouen  were  coo- 
firmed  three  years  afterwards,  in  1S0T,  ftt  Paaay 

|tnr  Eure,  and  we  see  from  them  what  a  tleveiop- 

Fment  ctiromeret  and  the  cnnimune  in  particular  had 
already  aitnined.      In   regard   to   the   btttcr,  the 

^piKipIc  ohlaincd  no  more  Uiim  hiid  hccn  grnniod  to 
iheoi  under  the  duVes  of  Normandy  and  llic  kings 
of  England,  as  it  appears  from  the  articles,  in  which 
it  is  said  :  "  We  have  given  and  confirmed  to  our 
faithfiil  suhjects  and  ciiijcens  of  Itoiien   all  their 

ruuges  and  liberlios Wc  have  recognized    the 

right  of  commune,  citizenship,  hanlieu,  and  ad- 
mi  I)  ist  ration  of  justice,  within  the  limits  which  king 
Riclianl  nsiigned  to  them,  but  without  prvjudioc  to 
the  right's  of  the  lords  who  puiscsi  landed  property 
in  the  district  of  the  city," 

These  rights  consisted  in  the  administration  of 
civil  justice,  and  in  the  rogniKancw  of  crimes  and 
misdcmeanouDt  up  to  a  certain  degree,  llic  excep- 
tions being  thus  design.ited,  "pourvu  qu"!!  n'y  ait 
point  des  morts  ou  mutilations  ou  que  la  cause  ne 
dcpcnde  pas  du  I'let  de  Tepfie."  The  l'' 
IVpiV  wn«  the  guperior  criminal  jurisdiction, 
mayor  shall  have  the  axsignaiioni  of  the  people  of 
his  jurisdiction,  and  »e  ihi-m  righted,  and  none  shall 
dare  to  lay  hands  upon  them,  excepting  him  and  his 
aergennt,  unless  they  have  become  amenable  to  the 
Flct  dc  Vip^e;  and  to  this  end  the  mayor  is  bowid 
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tD  Bsnst  our  baiBif,  tbat  h«  in«y  be  able  to  admi- 
nUter  justice  in  his  ba'iUage,  or  jurisdiction."  Thus 
llic  citizens  could  not  be  apprehended  but  by  their 
own  mayor,  and  it  was  only  through  him  that  the 
king's  bailly  could  execute  l)is  decrei-s. 

This  act  moreover  secures  to  the  citizens  tha 
rig-Iit  of  marrying  aceording  to  tlieir  free  choice, 
rtheves  them  from  ihe  duly  of  ^y'lng  Jauagc,  uf 
guarding  Utc  king's  prisouers,  of  paying  the  taille 
ordinaire,  "si  non  qu'ils  raccordeut  de  bonnv 
volonl<^,"'  whereby  the  right  of  n-fusing  tuxes  was 
gnuitcd  to  them.  On  wine  alone  titey  paid  a  cer- 
taio  duty;  on  the  other  hand,  the  king  engaged  to 
p»y  for  the  wine  which  he  himself  or  his  [lenplc 
should  take,  and  at  the  same  price  at  which  it  was 
sold  to  others.  Accordini;  lo  the  »ame  act,  the 
citizens  had  tlie  right  of  pasture  for  their  cattle  in 
all  the  domain  forcitCs  in  Normandy.  All  giiodx 
belonging  to  the  people  of  Kouen  passed  free  froru 
the  king's  customs,  and  ihcy  were  likcwiw  toll-free 
upon  the  Seine.  Koucii  liad  moreover  a  right  of 
aUpIc  for  all  merchandize  going  up  and  down  the 
Seine.  No  ship  could  go  from  France  to  Ireland  — 
excepting  one  every  year  from  Clierboui^g— or  come 
from  Ireland  to  France,  without  unloading  at 
Rouen  ;  and  lastly,  strangcnt  could  not  sell  or  buy 
goods  in  Rouen,  but  through  the  medium  of  a 
citiicen. 

The  hixt4try  of  Normandy,  aa  an  independent 
atatCf  closes  with  the  conquest  of  ihc  duchy  by 
Philip  Augustus,  and  trilb  ihat  charter  in  which  hu 
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reoogoized  ih«  privilege*  of  tlie  e'lUxcas  of  Rouco. 
Tliifi  act  is  tltcrxrforc  of  gnat  importADce,  as  ic 
tlearly  proves  on  wliat  stPp  of  freedom  and  inde- 
pendent the  burghers  of  ciiies  stood  at  that  early 
period,  and  marks  the  moment  wlien  Normandy 
ceased  to  exi.it  a»  uidi.  Fur,  tlieDCcforitard,  though 
the  Norman  instilutions  aHitinucd  lo  vegetate  for  a 
ooiisidcTablc  lime,  and  the  EDglish  again  held  tem- 
porary Bwny  in  Rou«n,  Normandy  was  Qotbing 
more  than  a  province  of  France,  and  it  is  only  as 
such  that  its  history  i»  of  any  interest.  In  my 
further  remark*  I  »liall  therefore  confine  myself 
to  the  notice  of  such  points  only  as  servo  more  or 
leas  to  illustrate  the  character  of  the  people. 
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CHAPTER  XXXII. 

HitCorj  o{  Narmind;  contlaatd — loTUioa  or  Fruice  by  Edward 
III — Atiocloai  TT«*chiir]r  of  Johu  king  of  Ftatii:c — Ro- 
(pert  paid  to  popular  Opinion  by  tho  king  of  Naritra — 
Dawning  ImporUoce  of  tba  Tiort-Eiat — King  of  Ronen — 
Slau  of  Franc*  on  thi-  InTa^ion  of  Hcciy  V.— Spirit  of  tin 
Ppople  of  Rouen — Siege  and  Surncii!«(  of  tlie  City  lo  th« 
Engliih — Elocution  of  Joan  of  Are— Jftcqa«a  Coear — Diuen- 
■iODi  between  the  Calhnllca  and  the  Proleitaiitu — Mainuer*  ol 
St.  BarlholoniMw — Confliota  of  the  League — Effect*  of  til* 
Oovernnieat  of  Henry  IV. — Auenibly  of  lli«  iitatoa  Qanoral 
«ad*r  l^uiii  XIII.— Ricbl^lieu— Spirited  Condnct  of  the  Par- 
liament  of  Nornao^jr  Dnder  Loui*  XV.— Loula  XVI. — The 
Reiolutinn. 

Philip  lb  Bel,  son  uf  Philip  Augustus,  ecizod 
the  poewEsiuRB  of  the  count  of  Artois,  who  fled  to 
EngUnd.  D'Hnrcourt,  a  Norman  knight,  accoru- 
panicd  him,  and  the  latter  soon  contrived  (o  per- 
Euadc  king  Edwan)  III.  that  the  beei  thing  lie 
could  do  would  be  to  invade  Fruncc,  in  order  to 
recover  Nomiaiidy.  But  the  Normans  were  ko 
entirely  reconciled  to  ihc  aulhority  of  France,  that 
(in  1340)  they  oflVred  (ht^ir  then  duke  John,  non  of 
the  king  of  France,  40(K)  horse  and  !K),000  foot- 
•uldiers  to  n))|>aKe  the  English. 

The  heroic  exploits  of  the  Engllsl),  and  the  chi- 
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Tolrous  sp!nl  of  king  Etlwanl  and  his  too,  the 
Block  Princp,  are  »cll  known.  Il  is  an  interesting 
feet  that,  at  the  battle  of  Cnxy  (1340),  iht  cannon 
of  the  Englb.h  produced  the  same  vflV-ct  ujion  iIk- 
Fniich  lu  (lid  tlinsc  of  the  lint  *xH>qucrors  of 
America  oa  the  savages. 

During  the  first  half  of  this  contest.  Nomundjr 
was  spared,  hut  a  murder  was  destined  to  kindle 
afresh  the  flame*  of  thi«  war,  vrliich  had  originated 
in  ■  roliberj-,  «i>d  tiwy  afterwards  extended  to 
Nominndj',  which  had  witm-ssit!  that  murder. 

John  I.,  aAcr  he  a^cndvd  the  throne,  granted 
the  dukdUmi  of  Normandy  to  hts  son  Charles. 
This  prince  invited  the  grandees  of  the  duchy  to 
an  entertainment,  which  he  gave  un  his  orrivitl  at 
Rouen.  Among  theoi  were  Charles  king  of 
Navarrr,  Julii)  and  ^ViHiam  d'llsrcoun,  and  aeve- 
ral  other  nuUvs,  who  were  reputed  to  beluog  to  the 
English  party.  Just  at  the  moraent  when  the  at- 
tcndnnU  were  Rclting  the  diiJies  on  the  (able  for  the 
entertainment,  king  John  himself  arrived  in  Rouen, 
ordered  those  pcr!>on«  to  be  sciied,  sat  down  eoolly 
in  the  repast  provided  for  them,  and  titen  ordered 
four  of  them,  an>ong  whom  was  John,  the  mm  of 
Geoflry  d'Hnrcoiirt,  who  had  iruluccd  king  Edward 
(o  invade  France,  and  commiuui<.-ii  n  division  of  his 
army,  to  Ik  beheaded.  From  the  window  of  the 
dining-room  the  king  watched  the  eneculiimers 
performing  ihi-ir  office. 

This  otrodty  excited  the  atrongest  abhorrraee 
throughout  Normandy  ;  aiul  the  people  everywhere 
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n»eas9(>on  ns  it  bccinie  known.  Geoflry  d'Har- 
court  hastened  back  to  England,  and  hU  paternal 
feelings  inspired  him  wiili  suHicicut  eloquence  to 
draw  a  fearful  retaliation  on  the  king,  and  unforiu- 
natety  on  the  people  toi),  of  France.  A  fresh  army 
of  Engli^h  liindtd,  and  in  ihe  lutlle  of  Poitiers 
(September  19th,  \S5f>),  8000  of  tiu-m  deftuud 
60,000  French,  and  took  king  John  himself  pri- 
soner. 

The  hatred  subsisting  between  Charles  Ic  Mau- 
vuis,  king  of  Navarre,  and  the  king  of  France,  pre- 
rented  the  latter  fmrn  opposing  the  Knglish  with  a 
requisite  force,  and  iilTords  us  ocuuion  to  remark  a 
circumstance,  which  was  till  then  without  )iarallel 
in  inodcrn  history,  and  showed  that  a  total  change 
of  things  was  nearer  at  hand  than  any  one,  and 
least  of  utl  the  principal  pers«>ns  of  the  drama,  his- 
jiecitd.  Cliurli'S,  king  of  Navarre,  was  the  enoniy 
of  ihc  king  of  France.  A  century  earlier,  a  battle 
or  a  single  combat  would  have  decided  the  quarrel, 
and  the  royal  adversaries  would  at  cnoet  have  tjtsued 
B  euinmons  to  their  brave  knij^hts,  while  tlie  jwople 
would  only  have  had  to  bear  the  expence,  and  to 
endure  the  ill  usage  of  the  ainiiea  on  their  passage. 
Btit  those  times  were  puit.  Charles  le  Mauvai.i, 
king  of  Navarre,  as  I  lia\e  said,  had  a  stage  erected 
ia  I'jiris,  from  wliich  to  linrangue  ihc  populace,  and 
forced  the  dnuphin  CluirK-s,  (afu-rwanU  Charles 
V.)  to  descend  from  the  si*:ps  of  tlic  throne,  and  to 
addrets  the  people  in  the  market -place. 

Any   comment  would  be  superfluous;  the  fact 
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speaks  plainly  enough  for  ilself,  and  sliows  itiat  the 
bmc  WM  oomc  when  even  tKivcTcigiu  fell,  or  began 
to  have  an  inkling,  thai  some  use  might  be  nude  of 
the  people,  thjt  there  was  another  estate  worth 
thinking  of  Iwsides  the  nobles  and  the  clergy.  If 
it  i*  not  till  long  nftemnrtls  tliat  we  lee  the  tieri- 
flat  attaining  poliiicsl  influence,  if  it  is  not  till  five 
ceniuries  hiter  that  it  feels  its  full  strcnglh  and 
makes  its  enemies  feel  it  too,  this  is  but  the  same 
kind  of  phenomenon  that  we  find  on  every  page  of 
hinory,  which  straws  tliu  matured  but  unacknow- 
fedged  energies  of  a  new  age,  slumbering  as  if  ^lU 
bound  for  centuries,  till  a  man  arises  who  knows 
tlic  formula  that  breaks  the  spell,  and  says  to  the 
young  giant ;  "  Rouse  thee,  and  go  thy  way  \" 
Normandy  witnessed  the  struggle  between  the 

,  two  royal  parties,  till  the  valiant  Duguesclin,  to 
vhow  army  the  people  of  Kouen  alone  fviit  10,000 
men.  forced  the  king  of  Navarre  to  be  quiet.  But 
be  coul<)  only  wrest  the  sword  from  his  hand,  not 
extract  the  poison  which  coursed  in  the  veina  of 
Charles  V.  of  France,  and  which  the  king  of 
Navarre  hiid  udministered  to  him. 

The  minnrity  of  CIiutIvh  VI.  was  a  new  mis. 
fortune  for  France,  for  it  subjected  the  country  to 
the  authority  of  plunderers,  intent  only  on  enriching 
themselves,  regardless  of  the  welfare  of  ilie  peofrie, 

I  ct  the  cmanci|uition  of  the  kin>^lnm  from  ■  fbr^gn 
yoke.  The  inlrifftut  of  the  great — battUs  between 
them  hod  become  far  less  frequent — Had  meanwhile 
free  scope.     Wc  bcrc  meet  with  another  pheoome- 


CONQUBBTOPHORUANDTfiTHSHBY  V.    9S7 

non,  which  proves  even  Etill  more  strongly  than  tKe 
Bpccchea  of  Charles  I«  Mauvais  to  the  peupit:  that  a 
Dcw  era  was  prepaiing.  In  most  of  lh«  ptincipal 
cities,  with  Pari^  at  their  head,  the  citizens  rose 
agaiiiKt  ttic  new  imposts  of  thv  government,  and  in 
KoucD  we  cTcn  find  them  electing  a  king  from  their 
mid&t  But  this  cilinru-king  oo  doubt  felt  thai  he 
was  unequal  to  the  weight  of  a  crown,  and  tliere- 
fore  seized  the  first  opportunity  to  flee  from  his 
liingdom.  Thus  this  event  was  pef{wtuaied  unly  as 
a  sign  of  the  times  in  the  annals  of  Normandy. 

Confusion  worse  confoumled  rrigiivd  throughout 
all  France,  when  Charles  VI.  became  a  lunatic; 
and  troops  of  Armagttca  and  Bourgognes,  as  the 
partisans  of  the  duke  of  Orleans  and  the  dukv  of 
BurguiKly  called  themselves,  roved  through  and 
laid  waste  the  country.  At  this  moment,  the 
English  landed  in  Normandy  under  Henry  V.,  and 
defeated  tiie  French  in  the  memorable  battle  of 
Agincourt  (Octobi^r  S4th,  1415).  The  king  of 
France  and  his  son  repaired  to  Rouen,  to  take 
mvasum  there  for  the  defence  of  the  country.  But 
the  French  truops  theniielven,  which,  according  to 
the  custom  of  that  lime,  when  the  nobW  were  no 
longer  sufficient,  and  tlic  sons  of  the  peopU-  served 
as  hired  soldiers,  dispcrMxl  after  the  battle  of  A^n- 
court,  plundering  friend  and  foe,  and  drove  the 
ciliicens  of  Uoucn  into  insurrection,  so  that  the 
king  was  obliged  to  adopt  more  energetic  measures 
in  regard  to  thew  soldiers  of  hit  owu  and  of  his 
adherents. 
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In  the  history  of  France  there  haa  scarcely  been 
a  moment  in  which  the  country  was  in  a  more  de- 
|iIora)>le  slitte.  Its  ulter  ruin  appeared  inevitable. 
A  king  without  either  mural  or  material  [x>wer:  a 
nobility,  showing  no  »i^%  of  life  but  in  intrigue* 
and  by  hired  soltlierB ;  an  army  whieh  servisl  only 
while  it  was  paid,  and  served  any  one  who  would 
pay  it;  lastly,  a  people  which  had  not  yet  arrived 
at  the  cun&ciounnetis  of  its  own  strength,  and  merely 
stretched  il^  niighly  ti nibs  from  time  to  lime,  in  the 
obscure  feeling  of  that  Mrength — such  were  the 
foundations  on  wtiicti  the  State  reposed.  Intestine 
war  was  the  consequence  of  this  situation,  and  a 
victorious  enemy  came,  as  it  appeared,  to  give 
the  finishing  ttrokr,  to  erase  the  name  of  France 
from  the  book  of  history,  antl  In  inwrilte  that  of 
iXngUnd  in  its  stend.  In  France  itsdf  there  was 
only  heard  now  and  then,  in  the  riots  of  the  citizens, 
a  vtiice  complaining  of  ihii  stale  of  things ;  but  the 
princi^s  and  ihe  grvui  ho|)r(l  by  means  of  it  to  rc>> 
gain  wlmithey  hnd  lost  in  i)k  course  of  time.  Only 
one  priiu;e  of  Europe  took  to  heart  the  condition 
of  Frnnce;  this  was  Sigismund,  emperor  of  Ger- 
many ;  but  h'lH  voice  wai>  lost  amid  the  chaos  whkb 
rt-igned  in  the  unhappy  country. 

Meanwhile,  the  operations  of  the  I'lnglish  cou'd 
not  fail  to  be  sueeessful.  On  ttie  SOih  of  July, 
1418,  af^er  they  had  rvdticcd  the  greater  part  of 
Normandy,  they  apjx-arvd  before  Rouen.  On  this 
occasion,  the  citisens  gave  a  splendid  proof  of  thiir 
attachment  to  iheir  new  country,  but  also  of  tlinr 
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energy  ami  inJcpeniivnt  spiril,  in  regard  to  lioili 
friend  aiici  for.  Tlie  sieffp,  tlioiiph  tlic  ciliwn* 
wi're  left  almoM  entirely  to  their  own  pscrtinns, 
lasted  six  months.  During  this  interval,  they  sent 
a  deputation  to  Paris,  and  the  king  heard  from  ilie 
lips  of  men  belonging  to  the  people  a  language 
which  again  announced  ihe  new  era.  "Most  ex- 
cellent monai-ch,"  said  the  envoy,  *'  the  inhahitiinis 
of  Rouen,  which  Iwlongs  to  you,  have  charged  me 
tocry  the  gi-ent  //orro a gainrt  you,  and  ngniuKt  the 
lordji  of  Hourgf'gne,  who  have  the  govemnn-nt  of 
the  king,  (in  ueeciuni  of  the  opprextinn  which  they 
have  to  endure  from  the  English  ;  and  they  tell  yrni 
through  me  that  if,  owing  to  the  want  of  Miecuur 
from  you,  they  become  subjects  of  England,  you 
will  have  no  worse  enemies  in  th«  world  ihiin  ihi-y, 
and  if  they  fan,  they  will  annihilate  you  and  your 
race."*  Only  n  century  earlier,  such  language 
would  have  been  impossible  nnd  ridiculous,  and 
would  at  most  have  drawn  down  punishment  on  the 
bold  speaker  and  his  constituents. 

The  king  of  France  Itad  it  not  in  his  power  to 
wnd  any  succour  whatever  ioihentt7^n«  of  Rouen; 
they  were  therefore  obli^-d  lo  defcni)  themselves. 
The  Chronicles  tell  of  30,000  m<n  of  Rouen,  who 
are  sai<l  to  hnve  fallen  in  Ihe  defence  of  the  city. 
Nothing  but  famine  could  at  length  compel  them  to 
ihink  of  Mirrender.  When  reduced  to  the  ln»t  ex- 
tremity, they  resolved  to  set  fire  to  lite  four  corners 
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of  the  city,  and  to  f!f;ht  their  vray  throogli  tlic  Ee 
liab,  or  to  die  ItoDOurably.  Hut  they  were  spar 
thut  iillvmntive;  for  the  Englitli  oflered  them  so 
favni,iniblc  a  capitulation,  tluit  the  nuijtn-ity  of  tJie 
citixfiisBccoiintcditiiodisgnioe  to  accept  the  terms. 
In  this  capilulatioa  the  English  recngnised  the  pri- 
vikf^s  of  the  city,  and  only  d«iuai]dMl  a  contribu- 
tion of  345.000  gold  crowns,  and  tlie  delivery  of 
three  defwidcm  of  the  cily,  Robert  Livel,  vicar- 
gcncral ;  Jean  Jourdan,  captain  of  the  artillery; 
nnd  Alluic  Ulanctiard,  captain  of  the  citizens  i  and 
with  tl)is  condition  the  peojile  oF  Kouen  complied, 
in  th«  hope  ihjit  they  ntunild  be  able  to  ransom 
thtm.  The  two  former  did  actually  ranwm  tlietn- 
Bclvcs ;  hut  Dlanchard  replied, "  I  have  no  property, 
and  if  I  hail  I  would  not  employ  it  lo  prevent  an 
Englidiman  fVttm  dishonouring  himscir."  And  ths 
Knglinh  did  diKliotiour  thcmsclvoi,  for  their  bran 
adwrury  w«»  cxccuit-d. 

Rouen  continued  for  thirty  years  under  the  do. 
minion  of  England.  Its  citizens  witneawd  the  crud 
execution  of  Joan  of  Arc,  and  witnetsed  it  with  the 
ulmmt  indignation.  Not  long  afierwanlit,  all  Nor- 
mandy was  in  revolt ;  nnd  wtKn  the  tnx>pc  of  the 
French  approached  tlw  cily,  the  inhabitanta  of 
Houen  rose  too,  and  fou)(ht  hand  lo  hand  in  the 
streets  against  tlie  murderers  of  the  Mai<l  c»f  Or- 
leans, delivered  the  keys  of  tlic  place  to  the  French, 
and  assisted  lo  bcsiifrcTnlliot  inthecnstleofBouen, 
till  he  was  forced  to  surrender. 

We  have  had  frequent  oocosion  to  remark  the 
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progress  of  the  spirit  of  independence  among  the 
dtkeas.  The  wliulv  military  system  had  grndtialljr 
changed.  Hcnccfonviird  the  bntilcs  of  tlie  aumtry 
vere  fuiight  by  tlic  tons  of  the  people.  But  in 
FraiKc  a  single  name,  that  of  a  Jactfues  Caur, 
serves  to  designate  the  new  conformation  of  things. 
I  liave  no  need  to  insist  on  tl>e  importnnw  uf  this 
name.  The  hi&tory  of  Jacques  Ccrur  is  universally 
known. 

When  Charles  VII.  resorted  to  a  radical  pre- 
ventive agninu  tlie  Mtcmpls  «t  poisoning  which  he 
appreliendttd,  that  is  to  say,  star^'od  himself  to  death, 
Louia  XI.  had  but  to  put  a  fininhing  hand  to  tike 
work.  With  tlie  aid  of  the  |wo|>l«,  lie  annihilnted 
the  last  relicofthcpoliticftl  influence  of  the  noblesse, 
and  thus  cleared  for  his  successor,  Louis  XII.,  a 
way  alung  which  he  could  proceed  in  order  to  gain 
the  appellation  of /'^erfii/Vti^Ir.  A  ftiend  ofhis, 
cardinal  d'Ambois,  archbishop  of  Uouen,  was  his 
vicegerent  in  Normandy,  where  lie  proved  n  bene- 
factor of  the  people. 

The  religious  dissensions  between  (he  rrotestants 
and  the  ('atholics,  to  which  we  are  a]ipronching, 
gave  a  difTerenl  dirvctian  to  the  course  of  events. 
The  noblesse  conceived  that  it  luul  found  in  tbem 
the  means  of  recovering  its  ancient  righu;  tlie 
people  the  means  of  extending  iheir's :  but  both 
were  disnp])ointed  by  the  denouement  of  the  san- 
guinary drama,  for  in  France  it  merely  led  to  the 
victory  of  the  royal  power  over  both.  Normandy 
0|  was  the  principal  ilieatre  of  these  conflicts,  as  tlic 
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majority  of  the  people  very  wxm  rmbraced  the  npw 
doctrine.  C'oligny,  throwing  himself  at  the  feet  of 
Francis  II.,  strove  to  obtain  hberty  of  con^cieDce 
for  the  Nm-inans ;  but  it  required  other  meaiu  to 
gain  thin  ]KHnt:  accurdingty,  uniier  Ch.irlo  IX., 
the  jjfufetaors  of  (be  new  faitli  roac  in  Nornumdj, 
and  hiul  nion  the  atcendency  in  most  of  the  towns. 
The  paHianienI  was  olihged  to  retire  to  Loutiers. 
that  it  might  not  be  forced  to  obey  the  ProteMants 
in  Kouen.  The  city  was  then  l>esieged,  at  lir>t  in 
vain,  by  the  duke  d'Atinulc,  aiul  at  length  rrducvd 
by  king  Charles  IX.  Th«  scaffold  was  the  argu> 
mcnt  ctnployetl  against  the  new  doctrine,  both  in 
the  capital  of  Normandy  and  in  the  whole  cuunlry. 
It  if  not  consistent  with  my  plan  to  detail  tbt 
struggles  of  ihc  two  parties  id  Normandy  ;  suffict 
it  mei«ly  to  reotark  that,  tn  many  places  in  Nor* 
inandy,  at  least,  the  Catholics  ihemM-lves  held  baek 
the  sword  of  vengeiin<»,  after  a  Catherine  dc  Mcdi- 
cis  had  waved  the  Uwch  of  the  Furies  in  tlie  night 
of  St.  liurtliiilnmew ;  ttiat  a  cardinal  Dourbon,  arch- 
bishop  of  Rouin,  a  bishop  HcnDuyer  at  Listeux,  a 
governor  Sigague  at  Dieppe,  paid  higtier  respect  to 
their  Giwl  th;in  to  tlie  command  of  a  bluodihirsty 
delta II eh<v,  whoac  wotchwiHti  wa.<  "  .Messc,  mort, 
ou  boiktiile,"  ami  of  a  vindictive  queen,  who,  when 
t)w  constable  d«  Montmorency  was  taken  prisoner, 
exclaimed,  '*  Eh  bien,  it  fau<)ra  done  prier  Dieu 
en  fran^ais  I "  and  who  was  lherefuf«  not  even 
iiagK-lU-d  by  religious  zeal  to  tills  atrocity.  In  spit« 
of  tlie  ethnt  of  many  Catholic  ecclesiastica  and 
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civil  oflficers,  there  fell  in  the  eij^t  baiihget  of 
Normandy  (Rou«n,  Caen,  Alcn^on,  Evreux,  Ba- 
yetix,  Swz.  Coutniicc*,  Avrnnches),  in  Oil' days  of 
lernir  succeeding  ihc  niglit  of  Rl.  Itorlhulomew,  ac- 
cording to  authentic  docutuetits,  not  fcncr  than 
1+1,560  victims,  hy  the  dagger,  or  by  the  sward  of 
justice,  which  the  govenuneat  had  put  into  th« 
hands  of  miirderero. 

But  even  thenc  atrocious  means  were  not  capable 
of  exiirpatiug  an  idea.  A  few  years  suflSted  to 
restore  such  power  to  the  Protestants,  tliat  they 
were  able  to  force  I  lenry  1 1 1 .  to  rec<i{;ni^  them,  to 
give  up  to  ihem  eight  fortified  towns  in  the  province, 
■nd  to  grant  them  scat  un<]  vuIl-  in  each  parliament. 
But  after  the  death  of  Henry  III,,  tiiey  were  ttlroiig 
enough  to  clear  the  way  to  the  throne  for  a  Pro- 
tectant prince,  in  sfwte  of  the  League,  in  spite  of  all 
tlic  priests  and  grantiees  of  France,  and  in  spite  of 
the  pope  nod  the  king  of  Sfuiin. 

The  conflicts  of  the  League  ngain  furmgh  occs- 
*ioiiK  enough  for  renuirking  the  new  conformation  of 
thing*.  Tile  Ltvgue  itself  recognised  the  recently- 
acquired  power  of  the  people,  for  it  united  with  the 
citizens,  declared  itself  the  champion  ofthcir  righu, 
insisted  on  the  at»lition  of  the  ahiisea  of  power,  and 
dcnuinded  juMice  for  alt.  In  I'ariti  we  even  jce, 
after  (he  death  of  Henry  IIL,  the  leaders  of  tlic 
citizens  consulting  whether  ihoy  should  proclaim  a 
regmlilic,  and  invite  all  the  other  great  towns  of 
France  to  form  a  league  of  free  cities,  aAer  the  ex- 
ample of  ill*  Swiss  confederation. 
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The  proclamattoDs  of  the  League,  dniwa  up  in 
the  ipirit  of  lh«  citiienii,  j^ned  it  adherents  crcrj 
vbcTO.  Nearly  the;  whole  of  Narmondy,  though 
oontixining  so  many  Protcntants,  declared  in  iti 
favour.  This  circumstance  accounts  for  the  oboti- 
natc  rrdintance  whidi  Henry  IV,  nret  with  in  Non 
mandy,  snd  at  Kouen  in  particular. 

Henry's  desertion  of  the  Protestant  for  the  Catho- 
lic fuith,  but  still  more  hifi  conduct  towordit  Uic 
citizens  of  tlic  towns  which  he  took,  led  h'un  at 
length  to  the  throne.  He  was  the  Isst  king  of 
Prance  who  comprehended  that  tbe  timea  had 
changed,  and  Uiut  thi'  people  had  acquired  an  to- 
dependent  power.  In  1596  he  ihus  addressed  the 
stales  assembled  at  Kouen  :  "  I  have  not  called  you 
togetliLT,  bj'  any  means,  as  my  predecesaors  did,  to 
make  known  to  you  my  will.  I  have  assembled 
you  to  hear  your  counsels,  to  believe  in  them,  and 
to  follow  lliem,  in  shwt,  to  place  myself  under  your 
f^inrdlanstiip— a  w'i&h  seldom  formed  by  kings,  gray- 
beards,  and  conquerors." 

Perlmps  he  knew  not  himself  that,  in  thus  aptalc- 
ing  in  accordaocc  with  (he  spirit  of  the  time,  he 
had  yielded  to  necessity,  that  he  had  spoken  as  his 
good  genius  prompted ;  for,  when  bis  Gabrielle  ex> 
pressed  her  surpriM-  at  this  guanlianship,  be  replied, 
"Ventre-sainl-gT^K,  je  reniciidi  avcc  mon  tpi9  A 
icdt^."  The  words  addressed  to  tlie  pdrliamcnt 
htve  become  the  property  of  history  snd  of  tbe 
Prench  people ;  thoise  uttered  in  the  boudoir  of  his 
mistress  died  away  upon  its  walls. 
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All  France,  and  Normandy  in  parttculor,  felt  tho 
ben«ficuil  uffWcU  of  the  government  of  a  king  who, 
at  leu»t,  did  not  act  contrary  to  t)te  spirit  of  his  time. 
Uis  dt-atli  was  the  culminating  point  in  [he  hittory 
of  tlie  French  people,  and  thcncefunrard  vrc  proceed 
with  giant  ttrides  to  the  French  revoIutioD.  None 
of  the  n)cccs«ors  of  Henry  I V^  wlw,  do»  n  to  Louis 
XVI.,  were  all  lioyt  when  they  awcended  ttie  throne, 
liad  any  notion  how,  through  what  cauMis,  aati  by 
wboin,  tlie  nohles  were  driven  from  tho  pohlicHl 
theatre ;  none  of  ihem  ever  appeared  to  suspect  that 
the  gradual  attainment  (»r  majority  by  the  people 
had  alone  given  king*  the  power  to  reduce  the  no- 
bles and  the  clergy  to  political  ciplicrfl.  The  noble* 
bad  even  demeaned  tltemaelves  so  far  fts  to  perform 
the  MTvicea  of  courtier*,  rendy  to  comply  with  c\-ery 
wiiih  of  the  king  or  of  his  courtiers.  The  kings 
could  not  find  more  devoted  lacqueys,  and  therefore 
reliiMjuished  the  people  and  the  government  to  tlie 
great,  who  regardetJ  intrigi»e  aa  tlie  only  way  of 
ngaining  their  former  fioliiical  ]>owcr. 

The  tiert-flal  alunc  liod  clear  views  in  these 
gloomy  times,  and  even  strove  to  oct  the  part  of 
protector  of  the  royal  power.  In  the  states-genen), 
which  Louis  XIH.  summoned  together  (Octiv 
ber  S7th,  1014),  it  requested  the  king,  in  order  to 
check  a  reprobate  doctrine  which  hod  been  spreading 
fur  some  time  post,  and  threatening  the  independence 
of  the  sovereign  in  regard  to  his  temporalities,  to 
pemiit  a  fundamental  law  to  be  enacted  in  the  as- 
tcmbly  of  the  Jrtates- general  to  tliii  effect — that, 
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uaix  ihfr  It'ing  waa  recoguti«l  aa  M>tereiga  of  Fnnce, 
aiul  derived  hU  power  from  (>od  atoDC,  there  wu  not 
o()  ciirth  eiilter  an  ecdisiasucsa)  ur  a  lenporal  povet 
which  hail  ii  right  to  depiire  him  of  liis  kingtkioi,  or 
to  release  or  liiKiK-nsc  hi)  «uhj(-cts  frtiiu  tht;  rvaltjr  and 
attachment  whkh  they  owed  him  on  any  ground 
whatever.  But  the  voice  of  the  reprcM-nlattvcs  of 
the  people  liad  no  more  effect  than  a  voice  in  the 
wildernesis ;  the  king  understood  it  not,  and  tboK 
who  did  undenund  it,  the  nobles  and  the  clergy, 
oppinvd  ihe  adoption  of  the  proposed  anicle,  and 
toiik  »ire  ihdt,  during  the  reign  of  Louis  XtV.,  the 
notublc«  only,  and  not  the  Btates>geDcral,  should  be 
called  togct}icr. 

The  nohility  and  the  clergy,  no  longer  the  efier> 
geiic  representatives  of  a  waoi  of  the  tinte  oimI  of 
drcumstnneeH,  hut  the  mere  panders  (u  the  paxiMias 
and  whimt  of  a  hoy,  u  wotnan,  a  favourite,  coon 
ruled  alone,  and  ohuined  without  much  difficulty 
ibe  repeal  of  the  eiliclx  uhicti  declared  the  ciliMiM 
to  be  relieved  from  tlie  taiiie,  aod  even  found  mean* 
to  deprive  the  ennobled  cilisena  of  their  patents. 

The  intrigues  of  a  duke  de  Lougueville  verj" 
Goon  pnxlkK'ed  dUturltancett  and  iunurreciion*  in 
Normandy,  without,  however,  giving  «  diScrcnt 
turn  to  the  course  of  events. 

Lastly,  Itichelieu  was  the  very  incarnation  of  that 
spirit  of  the  rulers  of  Franc?,  of  the  nobility,  sod 
of  the  clergj'.  With  wtiat  eyes  the  people  of  Nor- 
msmly  regarded  this  rule  a  proved  by  an  insur- 
rection in  Itouen,  w)>eii  the  people  forcibly  opposed 
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luiin«nt  iiiidrr  Louis  XV.  with  the  ccmniers  and  f«> 
vouriics  was  only  a  tjpe  of  the  conflict  of  the  cod- 
tttitueiit  oik)  Ifgiiilativc  a»scml)lies  in  ihv  last  c)Uiirti.-T 
of  U»c  oiglilvcDtli  ocntiiry.  Tlw  gm*  dc  ia  rolx 
were  the  last  advocates  of  the  tiera-ftat  and  the 
people,  and  tlie  crealures  of  the  chaneelUu-  Maup^ou 
siro\e  lu  uknce  thcni  al»o. 

Noniuindy  dislinguislied  it»rlf  in  this  ooDtest. 
In  an  arrft  ot  the  15th  of  April.  1771,  the  par- 
liament of  Itouen  declared  the  favoured  servanix  of 
the  court  to  be  "  intni*  parjures  el  vkiJuivun  de 
Ivurs  wrniL-nix ;"  and  (he  manifeNio  of  the  I8[)i  of 
NotTnibrr,  1772.  addressed  to  ilic  Normans,  after 
the  parliament  of  Nonitandy  was  dis^nlvt.'d,  even 
went  so  far  an  to  tlireaten  Utc  separation  of  Nor- 
mandy from  France,  if  Uw  ancient  rights  of  the 
coutiiry  ^ould  continue  to  be  trampled  uuder  foot 
ait  they  then  were.  It  appealed  to  the  compact  of 
ISOi,  by  which  Nonuaixly  wan  united  with  Franoe, 
and  by  which  it  was  iiiutually  ogmnl  that,  if  either 
party  neglected' to  fulfil  it,  lltv  other  was  released 
from  the  engagement,  contcf>diiig  lliat  the  province 
waa  thereby  replaced  in  its  former  state,  and  cunne* 
quentiy  given  luck  to  England,  ur  at  liberty  to  iceit 
another  sovereign  for  iiMlf. 

The  document  in  question  then  pmccrda  thus : 
"  BnidcH  this  contract  ofincorporalion,  the  Vurmafia 
have  todeniiind  tlie  famous  codex,  la  charUoux  Nor- 
maadt.  ThiacoruisU  of  three  principal  articles.  Ao> 
cording  to  the  first,  the  Cnnfuinf*  of  the  country  and 
its  usages  must  nut  be  alleied  ii|H>n  any  pretext  or  at 
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1772),  hut  its  Ittngiiage  was  different,  for  it  was  as- 
Mimnl  in  tliix  UHre  llut  tlie  king  wm  hdd  in  iiub- 
j<.-ctinn  by  his  favoun(cs,  and  it  therefore  prayed 
ibai  be  would  emancipate  himself. 

Louis  XVI.  strove  to  repair  the  mischief  done 
by  bis  jirL-docvtsors.  It  is  uvll  known  bow  be  ww 
again  checked  in  these  cBbrtB  by  the  cunrt  and  the 
favourites,  bow  ibey  puUed  down  as  fast  ai  he  built 
up,  bow  they  got  into  bis  way  whenever  he  would 
have  advanced  n  st(-|),  noil  how  at  lasl,  misled  by 
tlicm,  he  leagued  himself  wiib  the  foreign  foe  for 
the  purpose  of  annihilating  all  that  the  Constituent 
and  Lej^slative  Assemblies  bad  done,  and  that  be 
had  »wi>m  to  uphold,  and  how  all  this  brought  him 
Id  the  scaffold. 

For  fi>ur  or  five  centuries,  what  was  destined  to 
ha]i)M.-n  hud  been  in  preparation.  The  nearer  we 
approach  lo.the  epoch  of  the  Revolution,  ihe  more 
plainly  «e  perceive  the  signs  and  tokens  of  coning 
events.  In  all  ihc  great  epochs  of  history  we  ux 
the  future  preparing  in  ibis  manner  for  centuries, 
till  at  Iciif^h  the  man  arises  who  knows  bow  to  solve 
the  riddle,  sums  up,  and  decides  the  whole  contio- 
vcrsy.  For  the  revolution  of  1789  Sieyes  was  that 
man,  for  be  said,  "  What  is  the  t'teri-^i,  the  bour- 
geoisie? Nothing. — What  ought  it  to  be?  'Evtry 
thing."  And  ihc  Genius  of  History  said  Amen!  and 
it  wax  HO. 

The  Kevolution  closed  Ibc  hist  epoch  of  the  bi»> 
lory  of  France  to  comincnec  a  new  one.  It  era.'tc<l 
lite  namc^  of  the  provinces,  ami  that  of  Normandy 
among  the  rest. 
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